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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 

Page 3THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2012THE WESTcHESTER GUARDiAn

Of Significance

Community Section ...............................................................................4
Business ................................................................................................4
Calendar ...............................................................................................4
Charity ..................................................................................................5
Contest ..................................................................................................6
Creative Disruption ............................................................................6
Education .............................................................................................7
Fashion ..................................................................................................8
Fitness....................................................................................................9
Health ..................................................................................................10
History ................................................................................................10
Ed Koch Movie Review ...................................................................12
Spoof ....................................................................................................13
Sports Scene .......................................................................................13
Najah’s Corner ...................................................................................13
Writers Collection.............................................................................14
Books ...................................................................................................16
Transportation ...................................................................................17

Government Section ............................................................................17
Albany Correspondent ....................................................................17
Mayor Marvin’s Column .................................................................18
Government .......................................................................................19

OpEd Section .........................................................................................23
Ed Koch Commentary.....................................................................23
Letters to the Editor ..........................................................................24
Weir Only Human ............................................................................25

Legal Notices ..........................................................................................26

Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 

Of Significance

Community Section ...............................................................................4
Business ................................................................................................4
Calendar ...............................................................................................4
Creative Disruption ............................................................................5
Cultural Perspective ...........................................................................7
Energy Issues .......................................................................................8
In Memoriam ....................................................................................10
Medicine .............................................................................................10
Najah’s Corner ...................................................................................11
Movie Review ....................................................................................12
Music ...................................................................................................12
Community ........................................................................................13
Writers Collection.............................................................................14
Books ...................................................................................................16
People ..................................................................................................18
Eye On Theatre ..................................................................................18
Leaving on a Jet Plane ......................................................................19

Government Section ............................................................................20
Campaign Trail ..................................................................................20
Economic Development ..................................................................20
Education ...........................................................................................21
The Hezitorial ....................................................................................21
Legal ....................................................................................................23
People ..................................................................................................24
Strategy ...............................................................................................24

OpEd Section .........................................................................................25
Legal Notices ..........................................................................................27

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Noticed
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FeatureSection
POLITICS

Judge DiBella Plays Politics and Is Unanimously Overturned for Betraying Westchester Citizens
By TED ZELMANN
Last week a panel of four Judges of The 
New York State Supreme Court Appellate 
Division for the Second Department 
unanimously reversed a ruling by State 
Supreme Court Judge Robert DiBella 
with regard to the unlawful raid of the 
Westchester Independence Party by 
Westchester County Executive Astorino’s 
Administration and the Westchester 
County Republican Party.

The panel of four Judges gave way to 
the Westchester County Independence 
Party to disenroll more than 4,000 people 
who were part of an unconstitutional, 
and unlawful raid by County Executive 
Robert Astorino, The Westchester 
County Republican Party, their family, 
friends and cohorts.

According to Robert Astorino, 
immediately after acceding to the Office 
of County Executive, he knew he would 
not receive support from The Westchester 
Independence Party in his 2013 re-elec-
tion bid, motivated by greed and thirst 
for power he instead instituted a plan to 
raid the party in order to fix and rig the 
outcome of the 2013 election for himself 
and members of the Republican Party in 
County-wide elections.

Judge Robert DiBella, knowing the 
facts all too well, and   aware of the old 
and well established case law which pro-
hibits any such raids chose to betray the 
Constitutional Rights of tens of thou-
sands of Westchester County residents 
over his thirst for political favor from 
both the Democratic and Republican 
Party bosses.

During and prior to the trial which 

was initiated by an Order to Show 
Cause petitioned by The Westchester 
Independence Party and Richard 
Rhoades in December 2013, Judge 
Robert DiBella, was seen and heard dis-
cussing “ the fix” of the case, as political 
favor.

Judge DiBella, on several occa-
sions met with party bosses Reginald 
LaFayette (Democrat) and Doug 
Colety (Republican) at their office at the 
Westchester County Board of Elections, 
at the Court house and other venues 
to discuss the outcome of the case “ Ex 
parte”, a Latin term meaning “from (by or 
for) one party”, which is a violation of his 

duty as a judge.
On Tuesday, February 

25, 2014, at 3:15 pm, the date 
of Judge DiBella’s uncon-
stitutional decision and 
ruling, he visited the office 
of The Westchester County 
Board of Elections and dis-
cussed the ruling once again 
without knowledge of all the 
parties in violation of his 
duty as a judge.

On Thursday, March 
27, 2014, a day after Judge 
DiBella was unanimously 
reversed, and in furtherance 
of Judge DiBella’s unethical 
betrayal of the publics trust, 
Judge DiBella contacted The 
Westchester County Board 
of Elections and spoke 
to Reginald LaFayette by 
phone and demanded that 
they appeal the reversal of 
his decision by the unani-
mous four judge panel, to 

the New York State Court of Appeals.  
At or around 3:50 pm on Thursday, 

March 27, 2014, Judge DiBella, once again 
walked into The Westchester County 
Board of Elections and demanded to 
speak to Westchester Democratic party 
boss Reginald LaFayette.   At that time 
Mr LaFayette was in a meeting with 
Douglas Colety,   the Republican Party 
boss who is one of the cohorts accused 
in the illegal raid of the Westchester 
Independence Party, John Flannery and 
Peter Mizel.  When told that LaFayette 
was in a meeting with Colety, Judge 
Robert DiBella replied, “Good, I would 
like to speak to them both.”

A person who spoke to The 
Westchester Guardian on condition of 
anonymity, and who was present when 
Judge DiBella called the Westchester 
Board of Elections, told this writer that 
Judge DiBella “seemed frantic and angry 
and was screaming, “you must appeal this 
decision”… “ it makes me look bad.”  

The witness was shocked to hear a 
judge call and speak to parties involved 
in a case “ Ex parte” and considered the 
entire situation dirty and a black eye to 
the judiciary that must have an appear-
ance of impartiality and fairness.   “ I’m 

shocked to see that they were all in col-
lusion,” said this person with first hand 
knowledge of the conversation.

The fact is that Supreme Court 
Judge Robert DiBella, sold his soul to the 
party bosses and in doing so was willing 
to violate the rights of tens of thousands 
of Westchester County citizens in order 
to get an appointment to The Appellate 
Division, which is the same Department 
of the Judiciary which ruled against him.

Judge Robert DiBella’s hopes for a 
reversal by the Court of Appeals of the 
unanimous decision by the four judge 
panel is a one-in-a-trillion shot.  A better 
shot of success is to grieve Judge DiBella, 
to have this unethical jurist who’s greedy 
thirst for power has blinded him at the 
expense of the rights of those people who 
voted for him, sanctioned or thrown off 
the bench. 

Ted Zelmann is a Westchester county 
resident who has been writing on the issue 
of prosecutorial misconduct and government 
abuse for eight years. He is a freelancer, very 
familiar with issues of government abuse 
which is plaguing our Westchester County 
and America. 

State Supreme Court Judge Robert DiBella
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YOU’RE GOING TO FEEL THE DIFFERENCE

OUR PARTIAL KNEE REPLACEMENTS
ARE FULLY ENDORSED

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL’S
REVOLUTIONARY NEW APPROACH
FOR KNEE REPLACEMENTS OFFERS
PAIN FREE KNEES IN DAYS.*

St. John’s Riverside Hospital is the ONLY 
medical facility in Westchester to offer this 
revolutionary new approach to Orthopedic 
Knee Replacement surgery.

Restore your active lifestyle 
with little to no pain
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Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
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By DANIEL LIPKA
The Westchester Comedy Festival will take 
place April 6th -11th at a variety of premiere 
venues throughout Westchester County. The 
six-day event will feature stand-up comedy, 
competitions for the funniest comedian, 
and comedy workshops. The festival is also 
working to support local communities, as a 
portion of the proceeds can go to your choice 
of non-profit organizations, including The 
American Cancer Society Relay for Life, 
Groundwork Hudson Valley, or the Yonkers 

YWCA.
The festival will kick off with a Musical 

Improv and Comedy Workshop on April 
6 from 10am to 3pm. It will be held at the 
Roosevelt Square Building in Mount Vernon. 
That evening, the Westchester’s Funniest 
Comedian Competition will open at Alvin 
& Friends in New Rochelle. The winner will 
receive a grand prize of $1,000 and will get 
to perform in the Festival’s Finale. A portion 
of the proceeds that evening will be donate 
to the RKW Foundation “Comedy for the 

Cure of Lupus”.
Amazing comedians are lined up to 

perform each night. The first night’s head-
liner is comedienne/actress/activist Phyllis 
Yvonne Stickney. She has appeared in 
movies such as How Stella Got Her Groove 
Back, The Inkwell and Jungle Fever. Also 
performing is New Rochelle’s Elise-Ann 
Konstantin. After a freak zip-line accident 
sidelined her career as a runway model in 
Belarus, Elise-Ann traveled to the US and 
jumped headfirst into the world of stand-up 

comedy. There will also be a live musical per-
formance by the Soul Synergy Orchestra.

The Comedy Festival continues in 
White Plains on April 7th, where Adam 
Oliensis will host and perform, with guests 
Ronnie Wilkerson and Petting Zoo. 
On April 8th, the Second Round of the 
Competition will be held at 6 pm at Maggie 
Spillane’s Ale House in Mt. Vernon. Among 
the group of performers is Sheba Mason, 
who is following in her dad’s (legendary 
comedian Jackie Mason) footsteps. 

On April 9th, in New Rochelle, Trena 
B. Real will host Women in Comedy “Are 
You Kidding?” featuring Sylvia Traymore 

Minimum Wage and Those Inconvenient Facts
PUBLIC POLICY

By Prof. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
Critics of the minimum 
wage often assert that not 
only is it misguided because 
of its adverse employment 

effects, but it is poorly targeted because most 
minimum wage earners are not poor. Rather 
they are secondary earners who are either 
spouses or teenagers. And those who scoff 
at claims of income inequality maintain that 
those at the bottom lack the skills necessary 
to command higher wages in an economy 
ever more biased towards advanced tech-
nology and skills. But these claims are really 
half-truths that miss some inconvenient 
facts.

The first inconvenient fact is that while it 
may be true that many wage earners earning 
at or near the minimum wage — an effec-
tive minimum wage — may not be earning 
most of their family’s total income, they are 
earning a sizeable portion that even if they 
technically are only “secondary” earners their 
income is still essential to the maintenance of 
their families. Consider that in 2013, accord-
ing to data from Census Bureau’s Current 
Population Survey (CPS), a full time earner 
at the 10th percentile earning $12,000 in 
wages was living in a family where the total 
family income was $25,005.

At the 20th percentile, this low wage 
worker was earning $20,000 or $9.62 an 
hour (assuming 40 hours a week at 52 weeks 
a year) in a family where total income was 

$37,000. At $9.62 an hour, which is still less 
than the proposed minimum of $10.10 an 
hour, this worker is indeed a primary earner 
and the worker at the 10th percentile is an 
essential secondary earner. And yet, despite 
that person’s wage income of only $12,000, 
this person’s total personal income was really 
$17,000, which is now above the statutory 
minimum wage earner’s income of $15,080, 
and it also effectively makes that person 
a primary earner. Where, then, does this 
leave the statutory minimum wage worker? 
Somewhere in between the 10th and 20th 
percentiles of the wage distribution. And 
because we really are talking about the effec-
tive minimum wage earner, this person is 
most likely closer to the 20th percentile.

The second inconvenient fact is that 
when we look at the data from 2002 to 2013, 
and particularly at two periods,  first from 
2006 to 2009 and then again from 2009 until 
2013, it becomes clear that institutions, like 
the minimum wage, do have a role to play in 
reducing income inequality. The ratio of the 
top fifth to the bottom fifth rose 3.8 percent 
from 13.1 percent in 2002 to 13.6 percent in 
2005. It actually decreased to 12.9 percent in 
2006. In 2007, however, Congress enacted 
the last increase in the minimum wage that 
was to be carried out in three phases begin-
ning in 2007 and ending in 2009. By 2009, 
after the last phase of the increase took effect, 
the ratio dropped to 11.3 percent, which was 
a decrease of 12 percent.

Wage inequality then began to creep 
up again, rising from 11.5 percent in 2010 to 

12.5 percent in 2013. And yet, it is important 
to understand what was really going on here. 
The reason for the drop in inequality was due 
primarily to average incomes of those at the 
bottom rising at higher relative percentages 
than the average incomes of those at the 
top. In 2006 the average wage income of 
those in the bottom fifth was $8,116 and by 
2009 it was $10,390. Meanwhile the average 
wage income of the top fifth was $104,628 
in 2006 and $117,060 in 2009. Whereas 
the average incomes of the bottom rose 28 
percent it only rose 11.9 percent for those at 
the top.

Between 2009 and 2013, however, the 
average incomes of those at top rose another 
10 percent while the average income of those 
at the bottom actually fell by .4 percent. Is 
it a coincidence that income inequality 
decreased during the three-year period that 
minimum wage increases were implemented 
and began increasing again as the minimum 
wage remained flat? Perhaps. But it may be 
one too close for comfort. What really has to 
be considered here is what happened to the 
wages of those earning above the statutory 
minimum during these two periods. And 
this is where the data actually brings our two 
inconvenient facts together.

In 2006, the wage income of those at 
the 20th percentile was $17,000 and by 2009, 
it was $20,000, which was an increase of 
17.6 percent. Meanwhile, the wage income 
of the 80th percentile increased only 11.7 
percent from $60,000 in 2006 to $67,000 
in 2009. But by 2013, the wage income of 

the 20th percentile remained $20,000 while 
it increased 7.5 percent to $72,000 for those 
at the 80th percentile.

Of course critics will argue that raising 
the minimum wage is nothing more than a 
feel good measure. But the data here is very 
suggestive. Just as they would like to point 
out that the data from the Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) study claiming 
that as many as 500,000 jobs could be lost 
were the minimum wage to be increased 
to $10.10 an hour cannot be ignored, this 
data cannot be ignored either. If anything, it 
only underscores the CBO’s conclusion that 
more than 16 million workers would get a 
pay raise. Wages appear to have risen for at 
least 20 percent of full time workers follow-
ing the last three minimum wage increases. 
Moreover, wages rose 13.6 percent for those 
at the 30th percentile from $22,000 in 2006 
to $25,000 in 2008.

The sum total of this is nonetheless clear. 
Labor market institutions like the minimum 
wage do appear to lead to pay increases for 
a significant percentage of the labor market, 
who are also primary earners while, at the 
same time reducing wage inequality. The 
same critics are often first in line to argue 
how supply-side tax cuts to the wealthy will 
not only grow the economy but will trickle 
down to the bottom in the form of more jobs 
and higher wages. But the 2009-2013 period 
is actually quite instructive here. In 2009 the 
great recession comes to an end and during 
this period productivity increased. According 
to the standard textbook model, increases in 
productivity should lead to wage increases 
without having inflationary pressure. 
Despite productivity increases, those benefits 

were not shared with workers in the form of 
higher wages.

Arguably, the same critic will retort that 
wages at the bottom may well be depressed 
during this period because of deep unem-
ployment and long-term unemployment. 
But the critic still has to contend with the 
fact that wages at the bottom were rising in 
2007, at the beginning of the recession and 
through 2008 and 2009 at the height of 
the recession, following a federal mandate 
that minimum wages do so.    As wages 
continue to stagnate and the middle class 
loses position, it may be time to stop making 
excuses and address that inconvenient fact 
that the minimum wage helps a sizeable 
portion of the labor marker, who if they aren’t 
primary earners are certainly essential sec-
ondary earners, and also helps to reduce the 
wage gap between the top and the bottom.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 
policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author of 
several books on wage policy. They include the 
just published: Wage Policy, Income Distribution 
and Democratic Theory (http://www.routledge.
com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews); 
The Political Economy of the Living Wage: A 
Study of Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and 
The Case of the Minimum Wage: Competing 
Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). He is a 
researcher for the Employment Policy Research 
Network (EPRN), and some of his work can 
be found at http://www.employmentpolicy.org/
people/ oren-levin-waldman. 

CommunitySection
The Westchester Comedy Festival is starting April 6th

Grand Finale to be held at the Historic Grand Roosevelt Ballroom in Downtown Yonkers
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The Westchester Comedy Festival starting April 6th

Morrison, the first African American 
Female Impressionist in the country. She has 
opened for stars, including Gladys Knight, 
Chaka Khan, the Temptations, Whitney 
Houston and Cher. Other Comedians to 
perform are Angela Cobb (semi-finalist 
in the 2013 She-Devil Comedy Festival), 
Leighanne Lord (HBO’s Def Comedy All 

Star Jam) and Crystal Ward. 
Who is really the funniest person in 

Westchester?
The Grand Finale will take place 

April 11 at the Historic Roosevelt Grand 
Ballroom, located at 2 Hudson Street 
in Downtown Yonkers. Westchester’s 
Funniest Comedian will be chosen in a 

special ceremony at 6pm. The winner will 
also perform that evening along with other 
amazing comedians including host Phyllis 
Yvonne Stickney, Talent, Imagine, Del 
Harrison, and Rich Shultis on stage at 8pm. 
If you are looking to have a great time, and 
laugh out loud, make sure to attend each of 
the Comedy Festival’s stops, and especially 
the Finale in Downtown Yonkers. 

As a special option for the Finale, part 

of the ticket price can go to a charity of your 
choice. You can also choose to buy a ticket 
which supports either Groundwork Hudson 
Valley or the Yonkers YWCA (www.west-
chestercomedyny.com). Yonkers residents 
may also purchase a limited number of dis-
counted tickets at Casa De Café, 45 Main 
Street Yonkers. 

Visit http://www.westchestercom-
edyny.com to buy tickets, see the schedule, 

meet the performers, and other informa-
tion. We hope to see you at the first ever 
Westchester Comedy Festival. 

Daniel Lipka is executive director of The Yonkers 
Downtown BID, a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization created to build working partnerships, 
encourage investment, and support initiatives for 
a healthier community in Yonkers’ Downtown. 
To learn more, visit www.YonkersDowntown.
com or call (914) 969-6660.
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
We would like to dedicate 
this week’s edition of “News 
& Notes” to all the area 
fire departments as they 
have been quite busy lately 

keeping us safe and sound…
One last shout out for the Bedford 

Hills Neighborhood Association’s Fifth 
Annual Run for the Hills 5k on Saturday 
morning, April 5th. If you have not pre-
registered, registration begins at 7:30am and 
closes at 8:00am at the old train station in 

Depot Plaza in Bedford Hills. You can find 
my daughters at the front of the pack unless 
they decide to help their old man up some 
of the hills… then we will all be bringing up 
the rear… Wisely, my wife will be minding 
the store at The Preppy Turtle which will be 
opening early to support the runners and 
their families who want to keep warm and 
shop.

‘Tis the season… The Horace Greeley 
Make-A-Wish Club is sponsoring an Easter 
Egg Hunt fundraiser on Sunday, April 6th, 
at the Robert E. Bell Middle School front 
field. There will be one Easter Egg Hunt at 

12 Noon and another at 1pm. This event 
includes Easter Eggs, pictures with the 
Easter Bunny, baked goods, fun games and 
a raffle. Kids of all ages are welcome and a 
donation of $10 per child goes to the Make-
A-Wish Foundation of the Hudson Valley.

It is also “baby season’ so everyone is 
invited on Saturday, April 5th, at 2:00 pm 
to meet a few of the animals commonly 
encountered throughout the region like 
raccoons, possums and more. As we enter 
“baby season” for wildlife find out how to 
be a good neighbor to the young of the year 
at the Katherine Davis RiverWalk Center, 

in Kingsland Point Park, in Sleepy Hollow. 
Programs require pre-registration. To 
register, call 914-762-2912, ext. 110.

Congratulations to our friends Mike & 
Kacey as they celebrate 14 years on the air 
waking up Westchester and the Hudson 
Valley, becoming WHUD’s longest running 
morning radio show, way to go.

The Westchester Land Trust recently 
announced that this year’s benefit, “An 
Evening Under the Stars,” will be held on 
Saturday, June 14th, at Old Salem Farm, in 
North Salem.

The good folks at the Yorktown Grange 
Fair are looking for local bands and musi-
cians interested in performing at this year’s 
fair to submit demos of their work. The fair is 

celebrating their 90th anniversary, September 
4 to 7.

It’s Teen Recycle time at the Field 
Library, in Peekskill; make a fun candy 
wrapper change purse on April 14th. Perfect 
for the week before Earth Day, this craft will 
recycle your favorite candy wrappers into a 
colorful pouch, all supplies included free of 
charge, for middle and high school age folks. 

Although I am a Yankee fan, I still send 
congratulations to Courtney Schmidt of 
Bedford Village who is a senior at Boston 
University and a member of the co-ed A 
Cappella group InAchord. Courtney and 
InAchord will be singing the National 
Anthem at Fenway Park on Sunday 

Continued on page 6
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By SHERIF AWAD 
An actress, singer, model, 
dancer, teacher, studio 
instructor, therapist, sports 
masseuse, nightclub door 
picker and table waitress 

were some of the things she did to make a 
living in the art industry. Recently she starred 
in a feature film, danced at festivals, dressed 
as a policewoman and a gimp for a bar pro-
motion in Shoreditch and modeled jewelry 
and swimwear in Jamaica. 

Manal al-Feitury has been living in rainy 
London all her life. Born to a Libyan father 
and a British mother brought up in Pakistan, 
Manal studied at The King Fahad Academy 
where she was a colleague of Zeinab Hegarty, 
the current presenter of the Egyptian Nile 
FM since 2010. Al-Feitury first specialized 
in applied Behavior Analysis of Children 
with Learning Difficulties. But at the age of 
twenty-four, she changed her career to enroll 

into the entertainment business through a 
handful of performances on London West 
End Theatres. Her previous credit includes: 
the BBC’s I’d Do Anything, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, My Family, Hooked, Big 
Bruvva The Musical, and The Blues Brothers. 
With a cinematic breakthrough that came 
along the way with an American production 
shot in Europe, Manal seemed to be soon 
heading to stardom. 

In an interview for the first time with 
Arab media: “I started my acting training 
at the London School of Musical Theatre”, 
said Manal. “By studying dancing and vocals 
in addition to acting, I managed to perfect 
an ability to adapt to any role and / or situa-
tion. I used to love bellydancing when I was a 
child but to perform professionally is another 
story. I was lucky enough to get cast in an 

CALENDAR

April 6th at 1pm when the Red Sox take on 
the Milwaukee Brewers.

The Bedford Hills Free Library is 
looking for donations for the iPad2 or 

newer for their children’s room, so when you 
upgrade next time, keep them in mind, I’d 
donate mine, but I still work off of a pencil 
and spiral notebook.

You’re going to want make sure your 

popcorn stays in the box, as the Katonah 
Library presents Sci-Fi night on April 
4th with the presentation of the Academy 
Award winner, “Gravity,” starring Sandra 
Bullock and George Clooney.

Check out “Maintaining Healthy Trees 
with Brad Gurr,” at the Briarcliff Manor 

Garden Club on April 9th.
Three cheers to Bedford True Value 

Hardware as they recently were awarded The 
Best Hometown Hardware Store. Owner, 
Adam Schoelkopf and Manager, Douglas 
Childs accepted the award in Atlanta last 
month.

Considering this winter… how appro-
priate, the movie “Frozen” came out on 
DVD a few days ago. See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
Continued from page 5

By JOHN F. McMULLEN 
I saw Larry Page, Google 
CEO, on with Charlie Rose 
recently (the whole interview, 
“Where’s Google going 
next?, at a TED talk is well 

worth watching -- https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=mArr NRWQEso) and, 
in the interview, Larry spoke briefly of the 
impact of “Additionality.”

Wikipedia defines Additionality 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Additionality) 
as: “Additionality is a notional measurement of 
an intervention (i.e., doing something), when 
the intervention is compared to a baseline, status 
quo metric (i.e., doing nothing). The ‘inter-
vention’ can be based on either technology or 
economics. For an example of a technology-based 
intervention, see the use of the word when dis-
cussing carbon credits.

Economic additionality is a relatively 
new concept, and a working definition of the 
term is shown below… 

Economic definition: Net positive 
difference that results from economic 
development intervention. The extent to 
which an activity (and associated outputs, 
outcomes and impacts) is larger in scale, at 
a higher quality, takes place quicker, takes 
place at a different location, or takes place at 
all as a result of intervention. Additionality 
measures the net result, taking account of 
deadweight, leakage, displacement, substitu-
tion and economic multipliers. 

Additionality is calculated by 
the following formula: A  =  Iin  −  Irc 
where A is the additionality, Iin is the impact 

of the intervention, and Irc is the impact of a 
reference case.”

In short, technological additionality 
refers to the total value of a technological 
innovation. For example, one might point 
to the “space race,” which, in addition to the 
outcome of Neil Armstrong walking on the 
moon, brought us miniaturization (the micro-
processor) and the Internet (The Internet itself, 
of course, brought us much more (and continues 
to bring us) than was originally envisioned). 
The other side of this is what the Intelligence 
services call “Blowback” – unintended 
negative consequences from an action (ex. – 
The Taliban using US manufactured weapons 
against us; weapons that were given by the US 
to the Afghan insurgents fighting the Soviets 
years before).

One impact of Google’s Search Engine 
(the innovation that all of Google is founded 
on) may be viewed as both positive addi-
tionality and blowback according to the late 
Daniel M. Wegner and Adrian F. Ward 
in their Scientific American article “How 
Google Is Changing Your Brain” (Scientific 
American, December 2013, pp 58-61), 
although they use neither of these terms. 
Based on a study done at Harvard University, 
they write: “Using Google gives people the sense 
that the Internet has become part of our cogni-
tive tool set. A search result was recalled not 
as a date or name lifted from a web page but 
as a product of what resided inside the study 
participants’ own memories, allowing them to 
effectively take credit for knowing things that 
were a product of Google’s search algorithms. The 
psychological impact of splitting our memories 

equally between the Internet and the brain’s gray 
matter points to a lingering irony. The advent 
of the “information age” seems to have created 
a generation of people who feel that they know 
more than ever before – while their reliance on 
the Internet means that they may know even less 
about the world around them.”

Although one can read negativity into 
the above comment, they conclude the 
article on a very positive note, writing: “Yet 
perhaps as we become parts of the “Intermind,” 
we will also develop a new intelligence, one 
that is no longer anchored in the local memories 
that are housed only in our own brains. As we 
are freed from the necessity of remembering 
facts, we may be able as individuals to use our 
newly available mental resources for ambi-
tions undertakings. And perhaps the evolving 
Intermind can bring together the creativity of 
the individual human mind with the Internet’s 
breadth of knowledge to create a better world – 
and fix some of the messes we have made so far. 
“As advances in computation and data transfer 
blur the lines between mind and machine, we 
may transcend some of the limits on memory 
and thought imposed by the shortcomings of 
human cognition. But this shift does not mean 
that we are in danger of losing our own identity. 
We are simply merging the self with something 
greater, forming a transactive partnership not 
just with other humans but with an informa-
tion source more powerful than any the world 
has ever seen.”

Wow! This reference to an Intermind 
brings to mind the “Noosphere,” as postulated 
by the Jesuit philosopher / paleontologist 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881– 1955) 

– others such as Vladimir Vernadsky (1863 
–1945) have used this term but with differ-
ent connotations than Teilhard. Wikipedia’s 
explanation of Teilhard’s theory () provides 
the following: “For Teilhard, the noosphere 
emerges through and is constituted by the 
interaction of human minds. The noosphere 
has grown in step with the organization of the 
human mass in relation to itself as it populates 
the Earth. As mankind organizes itself in more 
complex social networks, the higher the noosphere 
will grow in awareness. This concept extends 
Teilhard’s Law of Complexity/Consciousness, 
the law describing the nature of evolution in 
the universe. Teilhard argued the noosphere is 
growing towards an even greater integration 
and unification, culminating in the Omega 
Point - an apex of thought/consciousness - which 
he saw as the goal of history.”

A number of modern thinkers such as 
Electronic Frontier Foundation co-founder 
John Perry Barlow and Jennifer Cobb, 
author of the 1998 book “Cybergrace: The 
Search for God in the Digital World” (Crown 
Publishing) and of the must-read Wired 
Magazine article, “A Globe, Clothing Itself 
with a Brain” (Wired, Issue 3:06. June 1995) 
have seen Teilhard’s vision as a forerunner of 
the Internet.

While it is not clear that Wegner & 
Ward’s nor Cobb’s nor Barlow’s views of the 
continued evolution of the Internet are totally 
on target, it does seem clear that, according to 
experts, the Internet is changing the makeup 
of our brains. In his book, “From Gutenberg 
to Zuckerberg: Disruptive Innovation the 
age of the Internet” (Quercus, 2014 – another 
must read, in my estimation), author John 
Naughton compares the changes to our 
brains brought on by the Internet with 
movement from an oral learning method 

to a reading one as a result of the develop-
ment of the printing press – in his analysis, 
he quotes neuroscientist Maryanne Wolf’s 
pointing out that human beings only 
invented reading a few thousand years ago 
and that this invention actually changed the 
way our brains are organized, which in turn 
altered the way our species evolved (in her 
2008 book “Proust and the Squid: The Story 
and Science of the Human Brain”). 

In the “Creative Disruption” series 
(of which this is the 103rd column), I have 
written mostly about how technology has 
changed the world around us, often “under 
our radar” until something directly affects us. 
I think it is also obvious that technology is 
also changing the very nature of humanity. 
Whether we call it the Intermind or the 
Noosphere, we seem to be evolving toward 
something. I hope that we insure that this 
evolution does not take us to a coldly rational 
group mindset which no longer includes the 
human virtues that we treasure – compas-
sion, charity, etc. If we can combine these 
virtues with greatly enhanced group intelli-
gence, we can, as Wegner & Ward write, “fix 
some of the set of messes we have made so far.” 
If not, ????!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more. 

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college pro-
fessor and radio host. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at www.
johnmac13.com.

Additionality, Google, and the “Intermind” 
CREATIVE DISRUPTION / TECHNOLOGY

Dressed for Success
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Continued on page 7
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American sci-fi horror film called Code Red 
that became my film debut”.

In Code Red, al-Feitury was cast to play 
Ana Bennett, a NATO doctor who tries 
to save herself and her daughter Miriam 
(Mya-Lecia Naylor) from the outbreak of 
a nerve gas in Bulgaria. Shooting went on 
location for eight weeks although it was a 
low-budget thriller without an A-list star. 
The film had makeup artists who worked in 
the award-winning The Life of Pi. They had 
the task of transforming the actors playing 
the contaminated people into zombies. The 
main characters were the mother played by 
Manal and the daughter played by Mya-
Lecia “They first cast Mya as the daughter 
then needed to look for an actress who 
looked like her in order to play her mother”, 
revealed Manal. “I guess Mya was my angel 
because of her I got the role of playing her 
mum. I came to later develop a strong bond 
with her. It may have been because of my 
extensive experience with children; I often 

work for charity teaching performance and 
confidence building skills to disadvantaged 
minors”, explained Manal. While Code Red 
went straight-to-video in certain countries, it 
got a cinematic release in some other Arab 
countries, like UAE and Kuwait. “I got many 
Arab fans writing to me through my website 

when they watched Code Red in Dubai and 
Kuwait. It was so nice to be recognized 
across the Arab world and your own people. ”

Talking about Arab societies, Manal 
had a brief nudity scene in Code Red but it 
was censored in Arab screens. “I know about 
all cultures and religions so I think spiritual-
ties are down to each individual”, said Manal. 
“I believe you can’t judge somebody for his 
sins just because they make something you 
don’t like. I also don’t have a problem with 
my body or sexuality as woman because it is 
everything I am everyday… and also I am an 
actress”. 

Although her first love was the theater, 
Manal is looking to do more films so maybe 
she will move to the US to make it big in 
Hollywood. “I want also to come and visit 

Zeinab in Cairo and Sharm el-Sheik”, she 
said. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday. 
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/ 
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com ). 

577 NORTH BROADWAY, WHITE PLAINS • 2 BLOCKS FROM NORTH WHITE PLAINS TRAIN STATION

Steakhouse with
Northern Italian Cuisine

Extensive Wine List
Desserts Homemade Daily

ALEX’S BAR & GRILLE
PARTIES 
UP TO 120

DINNER:  5–10PM   MON. –THURS.  •   FRI.   5 –11PM  • SAT.    2 –11PM • SUN. 2–9PM
LUNCH: MON. –FRI. NOON– 3PM    •    HAPPY HOUR: 4–7PM    

914.358.1444
www.abg2012.com

 Reserve Now for Palm Sunday April 13th and Easter April 20th

Dressed for Success

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

One of Manal’s Modelling poses.

A scene from “Code Red” (2013) with Manal al-Feitury and Mya-Lecia Naylor playing mother 
and daughter.

Manal al-Feitury

Reserve Now for 
Palm Sunday, April 13th 
Easter Sunday, April 20th

Brunch Buffet 11AM-3PM
Dinner á la Carte

 Mamma Francesca  •  414 PELHAM RD. NEW ROCHELLE  914-636-1229

 Happy Hour 12–7PM  •  Thursday Ladies Night 
Outdoor Patio   Dining Overlooking the Sound

www.mammafrancesca.com

LUNCH SPECIALS MON. - FRI.

Booking Now for
 Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation & Graduation Parties! 

TOMBOLINO

Zagat Rated  “Excellent”
Wine Spectator Award of Excellence 

www.TombolinoRistorante.com
LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING ON-OFF SITE • BANQUET ROOM  SEATS 75

TOMBOLINO RISTORANTE • 356 KIMBALL AVE. , YONKERS • 914.237.1266

Palm Sunday, April 13th

Regular Menu Available 

Easter Sunday, April 20th

 Traditional Menu

Reserve Now For: 

Continued from page 6
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By JOHN SIMON
You may most likely have 
caught “Les Misérables” on 
one of several stage occa-
sions and one widely seen 
screen one, and even become 

tired of it. It is a show by the French team of 
Claude-Michel Schönberg, original French 
lyrics by Alain Boublil and Jean-Marc Natel, 
in an English version by Herbert Kretzmer, 

James Fenton, Trevor Nunn and John Caird. 
How many cooks does it take to spoil the 
brew?

To be sure the film adaptation must 
have induced some of its viewers who 
had not seen a stage version to seek out its 
current revival, and even fans with the lure of 
a new, different staging. This time no turn-
tables, but changing projections of some of 
Victor Hugo’s own paintings, not half bad 
from a man principally a hyperproductive 

writer. These are mostly moody 
and somber, almost as if Paule 
Constable, the lighting designer, 
should also be credited as a 
darkness designer.

The plot is ample and 
exacting. Impecunious Jean 
Valjean, condemned to the 
galleys for the mere theft of a 
loaf of bread, gets out to start 
a new life. But police inspec-
tor Javert is still relentlessly 
after him, and we are treated 
to an elaborate cat and mouse 

game. Among the numerous characters is 
poor Fantine, fallen into prostitution and 
dying, but with the now respectable Valjean 
adopting her daughter Cosette.

Among many riveting episodes, most 
exciting are those of the barricades, where 
rebellious students are fighting the repres-
sive government’s troops, and we get the 
heroic girl Eponine and the valiant little 
boy Gavroche, both coming to tragic ends. 
Valjean magnanimously sets free the now 
captive Javert, which eventually drives the 
policaman to suicide, and he also saves 

ENTERTAINMENT

Stars Light Up The Stage This Month At The Ridgefield Playhouse!

JAMES VAN PRAAGH— 
The Original Ghost Whisperer 
March 28, 2013 Ridgefield CT:  Every 
time James Van Praagh, the original Ghost 
Whisperer, has appeared at The Ridgefield 
Playhouse, it has been a sold-out event. Once 
again on Wednesday, April 9, at 8 p.m., the 
awe-inspiring Van Praagh will communicate 
messages from the grave and bridge the gap 
between two planes of existence, that of the 
living and that of the dead, by providing evi-
dential proof of life after death via detailed 
messages. The clairsentient and clairvoy-
ant Van Praagh will select people from 
the audience to participate in the calling 
of spirits.  He will also sign copies of his 
books such as Unfinished Business, Ghosts 
Among Us and Growing Up in Heaven 
after the show. 

 Van Praagh’s popularity began in 
the early ‘90s, on the NBC morning talk 
show The Other Side. He is a best- selling 
author of books such as Talking to Heaven, 
Reaching To Heaven, Healing Grief, 

Heaven and Earth - Making the Psychic 
Connection and Looking Beyond: A Teen’s 
Guide to the Spiritual World. His newest 
publication, Ghosts Among Us, was released 
to critical acclaim in May 2008, landing 
quickly on the New York Times Bestseller 
List and was #1 on Amazon.com Bestseller 
list. James will be doing a book signing in the 
lobby after the performance.  Books will be 
available that evening or may be purchased 
at Books on the Common (404 Main Street, 
Ridgefield). This event is underwritten by 
Green Rocks Inn and partially underwrit-
ten by Turning Point Reiki and Touch of 
Sedona, and is part of the Hamlet Hub 
A Whole New You Series with media 
sponsor i95.1fm The Home of Rock ‘n’ Roll. 
Tickets are $75 & $90; Gold Circle Meet 
& Greet available. Bernard’s (22 West Lane, 
Ridgefield) is offering a special $45 prix-fixe 
menu, or a free glass of wine with dinner, 
before this event, when tickets are presented; 
reservations suggested beginning at 5 p.m.

Charles Grodin

Emmy and Academy Award winning Actor 
Charles Grodin has been called “A first rate 
story teller” by the New York Times and a 
“Natural born raconteur” by Newsweek. 
Probably best known for his role along-
side Robert De Niro in the 1988 classic, 
Midnight Run, this well-known actor, 
comedian, author, and former talk show host 
has been in the entertainment industry for 
more than fifty years and he has seen it all. 
Charles Grodin’s other film credits include 
roles in Roman Polanski’s Rosemary’s Baby, 
The Heartbreak Kid,  Catch-22, Heaven 
Can Wait, Taking Care of Business, Seems 
Like Old Times, The Great Muppet Caper, 
The Woman in Red, The Lonely Guy, Ishtar 
The Couch Trip and more. In a special 
event at The Ridgefield Playhouse, Grodin 
will take the audience on a comedic roller 
coaster-ride sharing his voluminous comedic 
stories on Saturday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m.  
Tickets are $45 orchestra; $40 Balcony 
& Mezzanine; $55 Gold Circle Meet & 
Greet. Bernard’s (22 West Lane, Ridgefield) 
is offering a special $45 prix-fixe menu, or 
a free glass of wine with dinner, before this 
event, when tickets are presented; reserva-
tions suggested beginning at 5 p.m.

Sha Na Na Doo-Wop & 
Rock Extravaganza
Marking the 35th Anniversary of Grease, 
Sha Na Na will bring their doo-wop and 
Rock & Roll party to The Ridgefield 
Playhouse on Friday, April 25, at 8 p.m. In 
the John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John 
epic, Sha Na Na performed as “Johnny 
Casino and the Gamblers”.  The smash 
hit ballad “Sandy”, sung by John Travolta, 
was co–written by Sha Na Na’s piano man, 
Screamin’ Scott Simon.   Sha Na Na hits 
include “Blue Moon”, “We Go Together”, 
“You’re the One That I Want”, “Whole 
Lotta’ Shakin’ Goin’ On” and many more.  

An interactive evening where the audience 
sings and dances along and participates in a 
“Greaser Olympics”, this is a great show for 
the entire family to enjoy. This event is part of 
the Xfinity Rock Series.

  Never content to rest on their laurels, 
Sha Na Na just released Sha Na Na Greaser 
High School Hop, which features 25 sig-
nature songs that create an instant high 
school hop dance party. “The Bop”, “The 
Twist”, “The Stroll”, “The Hand Jive”, “The 
Monkey”, “The Jerk”, “The Cha Cha” and 
even “The Hokey Pokey” are among the 
great dances of the ‘50s and ‘60s celebrated in 
this collection. Also included are songs they 
sang in the movie Grease (“Sandy”, “Rock & 
Roll is Here to Stay”), The Sha Na Na TV 
Show (“Rock & Roll Hall of Fame”,  “You 
Can’t Sit Down”) and at Woodstock (“At 
The Hop”). 

 Bistro 7 (Ethan Allen Highway, 
Wilton) will pour a free glass of house wine 
with dinner the night of this event when 
tickets are presented. An AllShows.com VIP 
Party Pass ($25 addt’l per person), which 
includes a pre-show cocktail party 6:30 – 
7:15 p.m. with open bar, hors-d’oeuvre and 
priority parking, is available for this show by 
calling the box office.  A Classic Car Show 
with Connecticut Cruise News will take 
place in the Playhouse parking lot before the 
show.  Tickets for Sha Na Na are $40.

The Ridgefield Playhouse is a not-
for-profit performing arts center located 
at 80 East Ridge, parallel to Main Street, 
Ridgefield, CT.  Tickets for all shows can be 
purchased at the Box Office:  203-438-5795 
or visit online: ridgefieldplayhouse.org.

Vive la Difference!
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Continued on page 9
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the life of young Marius, Cosette’s future 
husband. Valjean lives to a ripe old age and 
dies peacefully, attended by the welcoming 
ghosts of Fantine and Eponine.

The Iranian-born Canadian Ramin 
Kamloo is a handsome and well-acted 
and sung Valjean, and the same goes for 
the blondly bewigged Will Swenson, who 
makes the hellhound Javert almost human. 
There is much fun from the greedy inn-
keeper Thenardier, who gets one of the best 
songs, “Master of the House,” and is played 
by short Cliff Saunders as a kind of comic 
jumping jack. The only other memorable 
song, “Bring Him Home” goes to Valjean, 
carrying Marius to safety through the Paris 
sewers.

The women—Caissie Levy, Nikki 
M. James and Samantha Hill—are, on the 
whole, less competent than the men; still, 
with its intricate plot and memorable images, 
“Les Miz,” as the show is nicknamed, once 
again holds the interest.

Venue: Imperial Theater - 249 West 
45th Street, between Broadway and 8th 
Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Tickets by 
phone: (800) 901-4092.

Terrence McNally’s many skillful plays 
constitute, among other things, a conspec-
tus of the changing status of homosexuals 
over the past decades. His latest “mothers 
and sons,” dispenses with capitals in the title, 
but capitalizes on the situation of homosex-
uals now able to marry one another. Years 
ago, Cal Porter and Andy Gerard lived 
together until Andy contracted AIDS from 
some casual partner and died, to the lasting 
sorrow of his mother, Katharine Gerard. 
After many sad, lonely years, Cal has found 
happiness with the much younger Will 
Ogden.

The unhappily married and recently 
widowed Katharine, on her way to Europe, 
drops in unexpected on Cal, whom she 
briefly met at Andy’s memorial. Cal, with 
Will momentarily absent in Central Park 
with their son, Bud, has a mutually reveal-
ing conversation with her, in a kind of 
contest about who misses Andy more. Will, 
resentful at first, sulks, but six-year-old 
Bud (begotten by Will’s sperm), takes to 
Katharine as to a grandmother.

A somewhat armed truce is finally 
achieved. A diary left by Andy is signifi-
cantly read from by Will, and a large box 
containing pictures of Cal and Andy is 
reminiscingly gone through by Catherine 
and Cal. Otherwise nothing much 
happens, but the talk is lively, and all sorts 
of psychological and sociological insights 
come to the fore.

There is incisive direction from Sheryl 

Kaller on John Lee Beatty ample and 
superbly detailed set, nicely complemented 
by Jess Goldstein’s costumes and Jeff 
Croiter’s lighting. And the acting is flawless. 
Tyne Daly is exemplary as Katharine, who 
from a chilly beginning slowly grows on us; 
Frederick Weller provides a winningly wise 
Cal to Bobby Steggert’s boyishly impetu-
ous Will; and Grayson Taylor is a charming 
Bud. A visit with them is not without its 
rewards.

Venue: Golden Theatre – 252 West 
45th Street, between Broadway and 8th 
Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Tickets 
by phone: (212) 239-6200 or visit www.

Telecharge.com
On Dick Cavett’s TV talk show, Mary 

McCarthy called Lillian Hellman dishon-
est: “her every word, even ‘and’ and ‘the,’ is 
a lie.” A manifest hyperbole, it neverthe-
less provoked the wildly litigious Hellman 
to an ill-advised lawsuit. The case, despite 
much sensible but ignored advice from the 
women’s lawyers, dragged on, until Hellman 
finally died and McCarthy, her health badly 
affected, followed her some six years later.

The much-discussed case already 
elicited, some years ago, a Broadway play, 
“Imaginary Friends,” by Nora Ephron. It 

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM
INVITES YOU TO JOIN OUR 

HUMANISTIC PASSOVER SEDER 

LED BY RABBI FRANK TAMBURELLO
SHARE READINGS MUSIC

TRADITION
GREAT FOOD

WEDNESDAY- APRIL  9  7 PM
Community Unitarian Church-468 Rosedale Avenue, White Plains
COST: $40pp non members,  children ages 12 and under are free.

Send checks payable to WCHJ  
WCHJ, c/o I.Kleiman, 165 West End Ave. apt 12D, New York,NY 10023 

RSVP before April 2. Seating limited to 40

For reservations call Charlotte Klein-914-218-8535 or
charlotteklein48@verizon.net

Vive la Difference!
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now inspires an Off Off Broadway one 
by Brian Richard Mori, “Hellman v. 
McCarthy.” Which, opportunely, has 
Cavett playing himself and acting as 
narrator. It is described as “a work of fiction 
based on fact,” and Mori must be com-
mended for making what is, after all of 
necessity fiction, blend in so smoothly with 
the not that copious facts.

Marcia Rodd is good and looks right 
as McCarthy; Roberta Maxwell is equally 
good, though no actress can look quite as 
unprepossessing as Hellman. Under Jan 
Buttram’s compelling direction, the stage is 

divided in a Hellman half and a McCarthy 
half, with quite a bit of talk on one side 
getting interjections, usually sarcastic, from 
the other. There are also adroit support-
ing performances by Jeff Woodman and 
Peter Brouwer as the women’s lawyers, 
and Rowan Michael Meyer is amusing as 
Hellman’s much bullied young caregiver.

Cavett, who has appeared on Broadway 
as an actor, is good as himself, which is not 
always the case with persons portraying 
themselves. The June Havoc Theatre, the 
Abingdon Theatre Company’s uninviting 
premises, is nonetheless worth seeking out 
for a play juggling drama and comedy, with 
perspicacity and a marvelous sense of the 
absurd.

Venue: June Havoc Theatre - 312 
West 36 Street, Sixth Floor, New York, 
NY 10018-7570. Tickets by phone: (212) 
868-2055, or (866)811-4111, or visit www.
abingdontheatre.org

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He 
reviews books for the New York Times Book 
Review and Washington Post. To learn more, 
visit the www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com 
website.

Vive la Difference!
Continued from page 9
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WORLD TB DAY OBSERVED

Westchester Health Department Expands Preventive Tuberculosis (TB) Services
Tuberculosis Cases Decreased in Westchester;
WHITE PLAINS, NY – The 
Westchester County Department of 
Health announced today that the number 
of Tuberculosis cases in the county 
declined in 2013 and that the Department 
is increasing its emphasis on treating 
those with inactive TB, about 10 percent 
of whom will subsequently develop active 
TB if untreated.

The announcement was made on 
World Tuberculosis Day, which marks 
the day in 1882 when the discovery of 
the bacteria that causes tuberculosis was 
announced. TB, a disease which spreads 
through coughing, remains an epidemic 
out of control in many parts of the world 
and is still a life-threatening problem in 
the United States.

In addition to providing free medical 
care, case management and medication 
to residents with active TB, the health 
department will now evaluate and treat 
inactive, or latent TB in:

Children 12-19 years old who are 
candidates for a shortened treatment,

Children under 5 years old, who are 
at increased risk for developing active TB, 
and

Pregnant/post-partum women.
“We identified a gap in services not 

provided throughout Westchester,” said 
Health Commissioner Sherlita Amler, 
MD. “We’d like to let pediatricians and 
prenatal care providers know that they can 
send their patients with inactive TB who 
are under five years old or are ages 12 to 

19, as well as pregnant and post-partum 
women to our clinics in White Plains and 
Yonkers for free evaluation and treatment 
to avoid developing TB later on. Together, 
we can potentially prevent hundreds of 
residents from developing active TB and 
spreading it to others.”

In Westchester, the county health 
department closely monitors tuberculosis. 
In 2013, 30 Westchester residents had 
tuberculosis, continuing the downward 
trend from 35 cases in 2012 and 38 cases 
in 2011. Although the number is gradu-
ally decreasing, the county’s most recent 
cases have been much more complex, due 
to drug resistance, homelessness, or severe 
illness. In New York State, Westchester 
County had the 2nd highest number of 
residents with TB and the fourth highest 
case rate of TB outside New York City in 
2013.

In 2013, the health department began 
to routinely offer a 12-week regimen to 
treat people infected with inactive TB. 
This shorter treatment is increasing the 
numbers of residents who complete treat-
ment, which is anticipated to decrease the 
incidence of TB in Westchester.

The Health Department also follows 
up with residents with active TB who are 
managed by other healthcare providers 
and provides medical consultation to their 
physicians to ensure that all patients are 
appropriately treated to decrease the likeli-
hood of spreading the infection to others. 
The Health Department makes sure that 
individuals with active TB do not go to 
work, attend school or go to other places 
where they may spread the infection to 
others and also conducts directly observed 
therapy to ensure that individuals with TB 
take their medications. In 2013, Health 
Department staff made 4,019 visits to 
patients with tuberculosis and another 
1,077 to people who they exposed to 
observe them taking their medications 
and to share disease spread and prevention 
information.

Of growing concern in Westchester 
are cases of multi-drug resistant TB 
(MDR-TB), which can occur when 
people do not complete their full course of 
treatment. An individual with MDR-TB 
can spread the infection to others. People 
with MDR-TB require a more exten-
sive medication regimen and follow-up 
medical management. They must be 
actively treated for about two years and 
must be monitored for another two years 
afterwards. Although there were no newly 
diagnosed cases of MDR-TB identified in 

Westchester County residents in 2013, the 
health department managed six such cases 
in previous years.

If untreated, each person with active 
TB can infect, on average, 10 to 15 people 
a year, according to the World Health 
Organization. In New York State, 873 
cases of TB were reported in 2013, a 0.8 
percent increase from 866 cases in 2012.

Tuberculosis is a disease caused by 
a bacterium that is usually spread when 
an infected person coughs. TB usually 
infects the lungs, but it can also affect 
other parts of the body. Symptoms can 
include weakness, fatigue, nausea, weight 
loss, fever and night sweats. Persistent 
coughing, chest pain or coughing up blood 
might be symptoms of TB of the lungs. If 
left untreated, TB can be fatal.

Because TB is relatively uncommon in 
the U.S., there is often a delay in diagnos-
ing and treating the disease. During this 
delay, the infection can spread to others. 
People who are exposed to someone 
with active Tuberculosis generally do not 
become ill immediately. This stage is called 
latent infection and it could take months 
or years before the infection spreads inside 
the body and causes illness (active TB). If 
treated during the early stages, such illness 
can be avoided.

For more information about tuber-
culosis, call the Westchester County 
Department of Health at (914) 813-5000 
or visit the Health Department website 
at www.westchestergov.com/health, 
like them on Facebook @wchealthdept or 
Follow them on Twitter @wchealthdept.

Westchester County Department of health 
Commissioner Sherlita Amler, M.D.
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By MARK JEFFERS
One of the trickiest tasks 
for us this winter season is 
storing the Christmas deco-
rations in our garage while 
making room for the cars 

so we can plow our driveway. Good news to 
report… Frosty and Santa are now driving 
our car, but we made enough room to shut 
the door… Kudos to my wife. It was her 
planning that allowed me to finish up this 
week’s edition of “News & Notes.”

A big thank you goes out to the 
Lions Club of Bedford Hills for their $500 
donation to the Bedford Hills Free Library 
to benefit youth programs.

Grab your X’s, Q’s and Z’s and head 
over to the Katonah Memorial House 
on January 11th for the Katonah Scrabble 
Tournament. Everyone is asked to register in 
advance, equipment and score sheets will be 
provided.

The Katonah Museum of Art is holding 
six-session art workshops for children 3 
to 5 five years of age through January 21st. 
For more information give them a call at 
914-232-9555.

The Pound Ridge Library is holding 

a winter forum on Saturday, January 11th, 
“Wild Flowers of the Wetlands and 
Waysides? What Are We Losing? What 
Can We Use?”

Congratulations and good luck to our 
friend Kenny Hayden as he has signed on 
with the University of Albany to play baseball 
and further his education next year…

The first of the 2014 Home Gardening 
Lecture Series at the Anthony Veteran Park 
in Ardsley will be “Right Tree in the Right 
Place, with Amy Albam.”

On Saturday, January 11th, the 
Armstrong Education Center will host a 
workshop on the Wild Suburbia Project 
from 10am to Noon. This project captures 
important information about local wildlife, 
their movement, and interactions. All are 
encouraged to become citizen scientists and 
help record sightings of all the wildlife here 
in Westchester County.

If you have a need for speed and it 
seems the way my daughters drive, then you 
will want to check out Grand Prix’s newest 
addition for racing enthusiasts of all ages. 
It features an 80 foot long slot track with 
adjustable speeds, promising fun for racers 
of all ages. Drivers are able to design and 
build their own custom NASCAR body in 

GPNY’s Art Garage and then head for the 
slot track. “Slot car racing is a logical exten-
sion to our existing racing-related offerings 
and fits very well with our long term goal 
of making Grand Prix a destination where 
families, friends and corporate groups can 
enjoy time together doing whatever it is they 
love, all under one roof.” said Grand Prix 
New York’s Vice President Nat Mundy.

The Orpheus Chamber Orchestra will 
be celebrating their 40th birthday with a 
concert on January 26th at the Performing 
Arts Center at Purchase College.

A very well deserved celebration is set 
for January 25th as Bedford 2020 will hold 
a Community Celebration honoring Lee 
Roberts for 20 years of service for the town.

You know I will be in attendance at this 
beer lover’s dream-come-true event... the Big 
Brew NY Beer Festival at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains on February 
8th. There will be over 200 different brews to 
try; I’m getting thirsty already…

Calling all tweens and teens, come and 
make an awesome and adorable Penguin 
Backpack Nametag from Duct Tape at The 
Field Library in Peekskill on January 27th. It 
is a perfect wintery way to personalize any of 
your bags, backpacks, or luggage. All supplies 

are included free of charge; for middle and 
high school age.

Representative Sean Patrick Maloney 
will be the keynote speaker at the Antioch 
Baptist Church’s annual Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Banquet on Friday, January 10th, 
at 7pm. Contact the church office at 914-
241-0189 for ticket information.

If Donald Trump runs for governor, 
can I become the new host of “Celebrity 
Apprentice”? See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

CommunitySection

BLACKSMITHING

Continued from page 4
Top Ten Trends of 2014 - A Year of Extremes
pulled out from under them as they will 
continue to be for the foreseeable future the 
citizens of Slavelandia will have no recourse 
but action. The fast-food worker strikes of 
2013, seeking a higher minimum wage, 
were just a mild taste of what is to come. 
Learn more in the Winter Trends Journal.

The New Altruism: Several burgeon-
ing trends identified for 2014 will coalesce 
in a welcome trend toward selfless concern 
for the wellbeing of others and an interest 
in the common good. Across the age 
divide, from people in their youth to those 
of advanced years, the search for meaning 
will intensify and become more widespread 
in response to waning resources, want, and 
an over-commodified culture. As despair 
quietly takes more prisoners, Doing Good 
will be recognized as the key to escape.

Ironically, the Internet that has been 

much maligned for currying narcissism 
will make the donation of money, time 
and talents so easy that people will be able 
to enact their better natures without resis-
tance. Be they Boomers in renaissance or 
populists in revolt, people will discover and 
expand the humanist side of globalism and 
act accordingly. See why in the Top Trends 
of 2014 Winter edition of the Trends 
Journal.

Private Health Goes Public: While 
the world focused on the blockbuster 
NSA surveillance revelations and other 
cyber-snooping episodes of 2013, another 
powerful trend line was firmly planted: 
Your health data has been progressively 
mined, assembled and made accessible to a 
widening group of interested parties.

While signing up for the Affordable 
Care Act brought some attention to this 
developing trend, around the globe, data 
on individuals’ health status, behaviors, 

prescriptions and even their genetic indi-
cators have been funneled to a wide range 
of databases. Those databases have many 
purposes and a growing number of hands 
on them.

The positive and negative implica-
tions of this trend are equally powerful. 
Individuals and their health care providers 
can more easily tie vital physical data with 
worldwide medical databases to anticipate 
and potentially prevent disease. But, in 
the wrong hands, the data can be used to 
exploit, damage and take advantage of indi-
viduals and their families. Security concerns 
will rise in equal importance with the 
potential benefits of this critical trend line.

What does this mean for you, your 
family, or your business? The Winter Trends 
Journal will provide the answers.

Boomer Renaissance Arrives: 
Distinct and strengthening economic, life-
style and societal determinants are building 
a creative foundation for the older popula-
tion as it discovers new approaches to work 

and finds long-elusive contentment in the 
process.

You already know that older workers, 
seeing their retirement plans shattered, have 
to work beyond traditional retirement years. 
You also know that those same economic 
dynamics are forcing aging Boomers to 
entirely rethink retirement. And, of course, 
you know that as Boomers are living longer, 
traditional thinking about retirement has 
been stood on its head. What you might 
not realize is how these factors are compel-
ling Boomers to unearth potent creative 
energies not only to survive, but to realize 
potential that evaded them in traditional 
work roles.

In 2014, we will see growing evidence 
of this Boomer Renaissance, accentuated by 
waves of self-guided entrepreneurism that 
alchemizes commerce, survival and self-
actualization into a new world and self view. 
The Winter Trends Journal will explore this 
compelling 2014 trend in depth.

Digital Learning Explodes: Fears 

that online educational platforms fall short 
of providing depth and effectiveness in the 
learning experience will all but disappear. 
Across the entire educational spectrum, 
online learning will expand to include not 
only course instruction, but also a wealth 
of real-life learning experience, with con-
siderable participation by the skills-hungry 
business community.

For individuals, educational institu-
tions, industries, small businesses and 
up-and-coming entrepreneurs, the impli-
cations are enormous. From traditional 
degree-based education to very specific 
micro skills-based learning, this trend line 
explodes. The Trends Research Institute 
will break down the implications for indi-
viduals, business professionals and a range 
of industries in its Winter Trends Journal.

Learn more about Gerald Celente and 
Trends Research Institute online at 
www.TrendsResearch.com or by calling 
1-845.331.3500.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

http://www.abingdontheatre.org
http://www.abingdontheatre.org
http://www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://www.westchestergov.com/health
http://www.TrendsResearch.com
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 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

OFFICE SPACE: 
470 Sq. Ft. Rent $850/Month

1160 Sq. Ft. Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:
950 Sq. Ft. Rent $3250 /Month 

1200 Sq. Ft. Rent $2950/ Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Call for Details: 

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
$1350/month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 Western Ignorance of the ‘Conditions of Omar’
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
A jihadi group occupying 
the Syrian town of Raqqa 
recently gave Christian 
minorities living there three 
choices: 1) convert to Islam, 

2) remain Christian but pay tribute and 
accept third-class subject status, or 3) die by 
the sword.

According to the BBC, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria issued a directive

citing the Islamic concept of “dhimma”, 
[which] requires Christians in the city to 
pay tax of around half an ounce (14g) of 
pure gold in exchange for their safety. It says 
Christians must not make renovations to 
churches, display crosses or other religious 
symbols outside churches, ring church bells 
or pray in public. Christians must not carry 
arms, and must follow other rules imposed 
by ISIS (also known as ISIL) on their daily 
lives. The statement said the group had met 
Christian representatives and offered them 
three choices—they could convert to Islam, 
accept ISIS’ conditions, or reject their control 
and risk being killed. “If they reject, they 
are subject to being legitimate targets, and 
nothing will remain between them and ISIS 
other than the sword,” the statement said.

Because several Western media outlets 
uncharacteristically reported on this latest 
atrocity against Syrian Christians, many 
Westerners are shocked—amazed to hear of 
such draconian conditions.

In reality, however, these three choices 
are fully grounded in Islamic teachings, as 
shall be demonstrated below.

So why is the West, here in the 
“information age,” utterly if not abhor-
rently ignorant of the teachings of Islam? 
Because those responsible for making such 
knowledge available—specifically academia, 
media, and government—are more inter-
ested in whitewashing Islam andbemoaning 
Islamophobia (see pgs. 219-249 of Crucified 
Again: Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians 
for specifics).

Western Dissembling
Most symbolic of all this is that right 

around the same time news that jihadis 
were subjugating and extorting jizya-money 
from Syrian Christians appeared, the Saudi-
funded Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Center 
for Christian-Muslim Understanding at 
Georgetown University, Washington D.C., 
held a seminar discussing how Islam is 
misunderstood and being demonized by so-
called “Islamophobes.”

I have direct experience of this. 
Many years ago, as a graduate student 
at Georgetown University’s Center for 
Contemporary Arab Studies, my interest in 
medieval Islamic history, Sharia, and jihad 
received askance looks from professors—not 
least because most classes offered were about 
the evils of colonialism and Orientalism, or 
Islamic “feminism.”

It was the same when I worked at the 
African and Middle Eastern Division of the 
Library of Congress, a governmental institu-
tion; there, our conferences regularly focused 
on the purported achievements of Islamic 
civilization.

As for the endemic Muslim persecution 
of Christians—past or present—apparently 
only an “Islamophobe” would raise that topic 
up.

Speaking of government, also around 
the same time jihadis were giving Christians 
the three classic choices of Islam—conver-
sion, subjugation, or death—a delegation of 
Syrian Christian clergy came to the Senate 
Arms Services Committee meeting room to 
offer testimony concerning the sufferings of 
Syria’s Christians. Then,

Sen. John McCain marched into the 
committee room yelling, according to a 
high-level source that attended the meeting, 
and quickly stormed out. “He was incred-
ibly rude,” the source told Judicial Watch 
“because he didn’t think the Syrian church 
leaders should even be allowed in the room.” 
Following the shameful tantrum McCain 
reentered the room and sat briefly but 
refused to make eye contact with the par-
ticipants, instead ignoring them by looking 
down at what appeared to be random papers. 
The outburst was so embarrassing that 
Senator Graham, also an advocate of U.S. 
military intervention in Syria, apologized 

Continued on page 12

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26366197
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/islam/largest-massacre-of-christians-in-syria-ignored/
http://www12.georgetown.edu/sfs/docs/ACMCU_Islamophobia_txt_99.pdf
http://www12.georgetown.edu/sfs/docs/ACMCU_Islamophobia_txt_99.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1621570258&linkCode=as2&tag=uhurnetw-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1621570258&linkCode=as2&tag=uhurnetw-20
http://www.frontpagemag.com/2014/andrew-harrod/preaching-islamophobia-to-the-choir-at-saudi-funded-georgetown/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/muslim-persecution-of-christians/u-s-chose-to-stay-silent-on-muslim-persecution-of-christians-november-2013/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/muslim-persecution-of-christians/u-s-chose-to-stay-silent-on-muslim-persecution-of-christians-november-2013/
http://weaselzippers.us/171546-mcrino-has-a-temper-tantrum-during-meeting-with-syrian-christian-leaders-after-they-detail-atrocities-carried-out-by-his-rebel-allies/
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Stylebooks are indis-
pensable tools for 
writers, from journalists 
at the New York Times 
to independent bloggers. 

And for many writers, “stylebook” 

means only one: the version put out by 
The Associated Press.

“The Associated Press Stylebook 
and Briefing on Media Law,” 
usually referred to as simply the AP 
Stylebook, celebrated its 60th anni-
versary last year. Describing itself as 

“the definitive resource for journalists,” 
the AP Stylebook provides guidance 
on spelling, usage, punctuation and 
style. As you might imagine, this task 
requires flexibility; the current edition 
does not much resemble the first in 
content, even if its goals remain the 

same.
The print edition is updated 

periodically, most recently in 2013. 
However, the AP Stylebook is also 
available online, allowing for up-
to-the-moment updates and direct 
answers to subscriber questions.

With a few exceptions, we use the 
AP Stylebook as a guide for our publi-
cations at Palisades Hudson, including 

this blog and our Sentinel newsletter. 
Our online Stylebook subscription 
makes it simple to look up a name or a 
point of style. As part of that subscrip-
tion, we receive periodic email updates 
of major changes. A recent one serves 
as an interesting sampling of what is on 
the minds of journalists and those who 
read their articles.

for McCain’s disturbing outburst. “Graham 
actually apologized to the group for 
McCain’s behavior,” according to the 
source, who sat through the entire meeting. 
“It was truly unbelievable.”

Less dramatically but equally reveal-
ing, CIA chief John Brennan recently 
declared that the ideology of those offering 
Christians three choices is “a perverse and 
very corrupt interpretation of the Koran,” 
one that has “hijacked” Islam and “really 
distorted the teachings of Muhammad.”

And if the attempts to suppress the 
reality of Christian suffering under Islam 
by academia, media, and government 
were not enough, months and years back, 
when the plight of Syria’s Christians was 
becoming known, even random (but sup-
posedly nonbiased and independent) think 
tanks and writers also tried to suppress it.

Is it any wonder, then, that 
Christians in Syria being offered three 
choices—Islam, subjugation, or death—is 
mindboggling to the average person in the 
West, appearing as a wild aberration?

The Conditions of Omar 
Yet knowledge of the particulars of 

Islam’s three-fold choice has been avail-
able for centuries; early Western peoples 
were much acquainted with it, including 
the now much maligned “Orientalists.”

Whereas Koran 9:29 provides divine 
sanction to fight the “People of the Book” 
(namely, Christians and Jews) “until they 
pay the jizya with willing submission and 
feel themselves subdued,” the lesser known 
Conditions of Omar (also known as the Pact 
of Omar) lays out in detail how they are to 
feel themselves subdued.

Named after the second caliph, 
Omar bin al-Khattab (r. 634 to 644), 
the Conditions was purportedly agreed 
upon between the caliph and a commu-
nity of Christians conquered by invading 
Muslims, ironically in the region of Syria. 
It has since been referenced in most major 

works on the treatment of dhimmis—non-
Muslims living under Islamic authority.

There are different versions of the text 
of the Conditions, varying only slightly. 
Excerpts from one of the most authorita-
tive versions follow (see Crucified Again 
for my complete translation). As in most 
versions, the conquered Christians appear 
to be speaking and agree:

Not to build a church in our city—nor 
a monastery, convent, or monk’s cell in the 
surrounding areas—and not to repair those 
that fall in ruins or are in Muslim quarters;

Not to clang our cymbals except lightly 
and from the innermost recesses of our 
churches;

Not to display a cross on them 
[churches], nor raise our voices during 
prayer or readings in our churches anywhere 
near Muslims;

Not to produce a cross or [Christian] 
book in the markets of the Muslims;

Not to congregate in the open for 
Easter or Palm Sunday, nor lift our voices 
[in lamentation] for our dead nor show our 
firelights with them near the market places 
of the Muslims;

Not to display any signs of polytheism, 
nor make our religion appealing, nor call or 
proselytize anyone to it;

Not to prevent any of our relatives who 
wish to enter into Islam;

Not to possess or bear any arms what-
soever, nor gird ourselves with swords;

To honor the Muslims, show them the 
way, and rise up from our seats if they wish 
to sit down;

We guarantee all this to you upon our-
selves, our descendants, our spouses, and our 
neighbors, and if we change or contradict 
these conditions imposed upon ourselves 
in order to receive safety, we forfeit our 
dhimma [covenant], and we become liable 
to the same treatment you inflict upon the 

people who resist and cause sedition.
To “become liable to the same treat-

ment you inflict upon the people who resist 
and cause sedition” simply meant that, if any 
stipulation of the Conditions was broken, 
the Christians would resume their natural 
status as non-submitting infidels who 
“resist and cause sedition” against Islam—
becoming, once again, free game for killing 
or enslavement.

Far from being merely a historical or 
theoretical text, the Conditions are very 
much on the minds of some Muslims. 
Aside from the new reports that jihadis are 
enforcing theConditions—and to a tee—on 
the Christians of Raqqa, Syria, consider the 
following words of Saudi Sheikh Marzouk 
Salem al-Ghamdi, spoken once during a 
Friday mosque sermon:

If the infidels live among the Muslims, 
in accordance with the conditions set out by 
the Prophet—there is nothing wrong with 
it provided they pay Jizya to the Islamic 
treasury. Other conditions are . . . that they 
do not renovate a church or a monastery, 
do not rebuild ones that were destroyed, 
that they feed for three days any Muslim 
who passes by their homes . . . that they rise 
when a Muslim wishes to sit, that they do 
not imitate Muslims in dress and speech, 
nor ride horses, nor own swords, nor arm 
themselves with any kind of weapon; that 
they do not sell wine, do not show the cross, 
do not ring church bells, do not raise their 
voices during prayer, that they shave their 
hair in front so as to make them easily iden-
tifiable, do not incite anyone against the 
Muslims, and do not strike a Muslim. . . . If 
they violate these conditions, they have no 
protection.Conditions of Omar

From here, one can understand why 
all around the Islamic world Christians 
are under attack—their churches bombed, 
burned, or simply denied permits to exist or 
renovate, and their Bibles, crosses, and other 
symbols of “polytheism” confiscated and/
or destroyed; why Christians who openly 
speak of Christianity are accused of pros-
elytizing or blaspheming—both which can 
lead to execution; and why Christians are 
being forced to pay tribute or else convert 

to Islam or die.
Just the other day in Pakistan, 

Christians “began the construction of a 
church on land donated by the Christian 
Akber Masih, a resident in the area. They 
built the walls of the building and placed a 
cross in front of the main gate of the small 
construction yard.” But “when a large group 
of Islamic extremists saw the Christian 
symbol they arrived unexpectedly with 
bulldozers and started demolishing the 
building.” Although the Christians notified 
police and authorities, “the perpetrators 
were not arrested.” As for the aggrieved 
Christians, they “have received threats and 
have to abandon the idea of the project to 
build a church.”

Thanks to Western intervention in the 
colonial era, the Conditions largely disap-
peared—not least because Muslim leaders 
and elites were themselves westernizing. 
But today, as Muslims turn back to their 
Islamic heritage and its teachings—not 
least because Western leaders and elites 
are urging them to, in the name of mul-
ticulturalism if not moral relativism, the 
Conditionsare returning; and woe to the 
Christian minority who dares break them 
by exercising religious freedom—what I 
call the “How Dare You?!” phenomenon, 
which is responsible for the overwhelming 
majority of Islamic attacks on non-Muslims.

Even so, thanks to the “progressive” 
dissembling of academia, media, and gov-
ernment—the supposed guardians and 
disseminators of truth and knowledge—
such simple facts about Islam remain a great 
mystery in the West, to our own detriment.

Raymond Ibrahim, author of Crucified 
Again: Exposing Islam’s New War on 
Christians (Regnery, April, 2013) is a 
Shillman Fellow at the David Horowitz 
Freedom Center and an Associate Fellow at 
the Middle East Forum.

First publish in PJ Media  on March 22, 
2014; http://www.meforum.org/3801/
christians-syria-dhimmitude

Western Ignorance of the ‘Conditions of Omar’
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

MEDIA / CURRENT COMMENTARY

A More Casual Style For A Casual Age
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Curious nonsubscribers can 
typically see a selection of the major 
changes through the Stylebook’s social 
media channels, including Twitter and 
Facebook. Both accounts suggested 
followers use the hashtag #ACES2014 
(referring to the American Copy 
Editors Society’s annual conference, 
where recent AP Stylebook changes 
were unveiled). Many of them did. 
When a stylebook is this widely used, 
any changes are bound to draw reac-
tions ranging from sighs of relief to 
indignant protests.

The change that seems to have 
created one of the loudest outcries this 
year was tucked into the middle of the 
email we received, and was relatively 
brief: “more than, over: Acceptable in 
all uses to indicate greater numeri-
cal value. Salaries went up more than 
$20 a week. Salaries went up over $20 
a week.”

For those readers not interested in 
the intricacies of stylebook grammar, 
previously “more than” was used with 
numbers and “over” was designated 
for the physical relationship of objects. 
Supporters say the change reflects 
a shift in the way people actually 
use language; detractors claim that 
it is an excuse for sloppiness. Mike 
Shor, a professor at the University of 
Connecticut, tweeted of the change, 
“More than my dead body!” David 
Ingram, a correspondent for Reuters, 
replied to him saying simply, “Reuters 
style is unchanged.”

From the reactions, you might 
imagine nothing in the latest round of 
style changes was more important than 
the over-more than debate. But while 
the grammatical shift may have been 
the most controversial, other updates 
reflect more significant changes in our 
society and in the shorthand we use 
when we discuss newsworthy topics.

A change that is much more likely 
to affect this blog directly, for example, 
is an update to the Stylebook’s guidance 
on “bitcoin.” The Stylebook formerly 
directed writers to capitalize the word 
when discussing the concept but to use 
lower case when discussing an indi-
vidual unit of the cryptocurrency. You 
can see how following these guide-
lines looked in a post I published last 
year. Going forward, the grammatical 

distinction – and the capital letters – 
can be dropped.

“Current Commentary” will also 
probably take advantage of the fact that 
LGBT can now be used on first refer-
ence to indicate “lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender.” Other abbreviations 
also received a promotion to first-ref-
erence status in this round of updates. 
ID can now be used interchangeably 
with “identification,” though it should 
still not be used in place of the verb 
“identify.” And HPV can be used on 
first reference for “human papillomavi-
rus.” The Stylebook does note, however, 
that “HPV virus” is redundant.

We are likely to continue to see 
new and updated meteorological terms 
appear within the Stylebook’s pages. 
This round of changes adds three: “polar 
vortex,” “storm surge,” and “derecho,” 
a large and usually rapidly moving 
straight-line windstorm. Besides HPV, 
new medical entries include MERS 
(acceptable on second reference for 
Middle East respiratory syndrome), in 
vitro fertilization and bird flu. Not all 
the changes, of course, are so timely; 
the Stylebook recently added an entry 
simply clarifying the style of “first aid” 
(or “first-aid” as an adjective).

Some new entries, as you might 
expect, reflect the rapid pace of tech-
nology and the effects of social media 
on journalists. The existing chapter 
“Social Media Guidelines” added 
emoji, Internet radio, Snapchat, 
Vine and selfie (which was Oxford 
Dictionaries’ international Word of the 
Year for 2013). The Stylebook also clar-
ified how to conjugate the verb “to dis,” 
for journalists who were wondering.

Each new update, whether small or 
large, suggests that enough journalists 
have needed clarification on a point to 
make it worth including. Updates can 
also reflect changes to entries that have 
become outdated or even offensive as 
times and viewpoints shift. Tracing 
Stylebook changes offers a look at how 
newswriting reflects the development 
of the society it reports on. Whether 
it is the relatively innocuous switch 
from “e-mail” to “email,” or last year’s 
more politically loaded decision to 
drop “illegal immigrant” as an accept-
able way to describe an individual, the 
AP Stylebook is a window on changes 
in the way we speak – and the way we 
think.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has 
provided personal financial and tax 

counseling to a sophisticated client base 
since 1986. After six years with Arthur 
Andersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and 
family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., 
in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 

became the Palisades Hudson organiza-
tion, which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., 
in 2002. The firm expanded to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

Celebrate The Holidays at Ciao! 
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
 

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

MEDIA / CURRENT COMMENTARY

A More Casual Style For A Casual Age
Continued from page 12
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Vaughn College of Aeronautics and 
Technology has announced the appoint-
ment of Dr. Sharon B. DeVivo as the seventh 
president of the College. Dr. DeVivo cur-
rently serves as the senior vice president and 
has been an integral part of Vaughn for more 
than 18 years. She is the first woman presi-
dent in the College’s 82-year history.

Vaughn announced the appointment 
following the unanimous selection by the 
institution’s board of trustees. Dr. DeVivo 
will assume her new position on Tuesday, 
July 1, 2014. The appointment follows an 
extensive national search that began after 

current President Dr. John C. Fitzpatrick 
announced his desire to retire in 2014, after a 
long and distinguished career.

During her time at Vaughn, Dr. DeVivo, 
has been deeply committed to student 
success and creating a highly engaging edu-
cational experience both inside and outside 
the classroom. Her accomplishments 
include: increasing the six-year graduation 
rate for bachelor’s degree students from the 
low 30s to 57 percent over the past decade; 
raising more than $50 million to create 
top-notch learning spaces with the latest 
equipment; implementing two strategic 

plans that invest in new programs, facilities, 
and faculty; and working with a dedicated 
group including trustees, the president, the 
faculty and administrators who believe that 
Vaughn College truly makes a difference in 
the lives of the students it serves.

Her priorities for the College as she 
takes the helm include increasing the 
academic programs offered at Vaughn, 
developing international partnerships and 
implementing the strategic plan. That plan 
calls for programs that are responsive to 
economic demands, facilities and services 
that are the best Vaughn can offer, and a 

faculty and staff who are committed to the 
success of every student. 

Founded in 1932, Vaughn College is a 
private, four-year college that enrolls more 
than 1,700 students in master’s, bachelor’s 
and associate degree programs in engineer-
ing, technology, management and aviation 
on its main campus in New York City and 
online. The institution serves many first-
generation college students and is recognized 
by the US Department of Education as 
a Hispanic-Serving Institution. For more 
information, visit www.vaughn.edu.

PEOPLE

Vaughn College Appoints Dr. Sharon DeVivo New President

Dr. Sharon DeVivo

This is Ford’s second album for the 
Provogue record label and follows last 
years solid “Bringing It Back Home.” I 
enjoyed Robben’s previous album; this 
one’s better with its spontaneous fireworks 
and seven of the nine tunes are authored 
or co-authored by Ford. 
The spontaneity 
found on “A Day 
in Nashville” 
was (in all prob-
ability) due to 
the fact that it 
was recorded on 
one day, live in 
the studio, with 
minimal edits, that 
evidently inspired the 
entire bands potency.

Ford’s opening 
“Green Grass, Rainwater” 
sets the tone for most of 
this recording with its 
upbeat demeanor; 
the band is ultra-
tight, note: Barry 
Green’s trombone 
who adds a distinct 
sound that’s 
unique and 
c a p t i -
v a t i n g . 

“Midnight Comes Too Soon” is a low-
tempo blues that allows Ford to display his 
fiery yet succinct guitar chops. The hilari-
ous “Ain’t Drinkin’ Beer No More” bounces 
along with a somewhat drunken beat that 
fits the lyrical theme, nice bone solo from 
Green, superb bass-lines via Brian Allen, 
and swinging drumming from Wes Little, 

makes for a welcome and light-hearted 
addition to this solid album. The 

bass and drums introduce the 
infectiously funky instru-
mental “Top Down Blues” 

the rhythmic funk 
is propelled by 

second guitar-
ist Audley 
Freed who 
m e s h e s 
well with 
the band, 
Green’s 
b o n e 
solo is 
f i r s t , 

followed by a snappy guitar break from 
the leader. The dramatic “Different 
People (co-authored by Ford and Michael 
McDonald) is short, soulful and mean-
ingful inclusion that adds texture to this 
albums colorful palette. Mel London’s 
“Cut You Loose” has been often covered 
by Chicago blues artists like Koko Taylor 
and James Cotton (London also wrote 
“Poison Ivy” a hit for Willie Mabon,) 
is treated progressively with a driving 
rhythm section (especially by bassist Allen, 
and Little’s jazzy drum kicks) finally Ricky 
Peterson is allowed to roam freely on his 
B3 and scores on this explosive gem that 
Robben Ford and his cohorts can now call 
their own. Maceo Merriweather’s “Poor 
Kelly Blues” (the second cover tune,) is 
another good one that smartly shifts with 
grit, in the end Ford takes it on home 
with another hair-raising guitar solo. The 
instrumental “Thump and Bump” is just 
what you’d expect, second guitarist Freed 
is once again used effectively, rhythmically 
funk-fueled, laying down the theme for 
the band to prance over. The closing and 
shuffling “Just another Country Road” is 
an upbeat finisher where Robben leaves 
his mark letting loose; it’s reminiscent of 
his classic “Talk to Your Daughter.”

When I first heard Robben Ford in 
the seventies he captured my mind by 
recording in multiple genre settings as a 
top-shelf sideman and occasional leader. 
I suspected he’d be on the scene for a 
long time, but didn’t know which genre 

of music he would settle into. Ford’s still 
multifaceted, but continues to embrace 
old-school rhythm & blues, soul, funk, and 
downhome blues with his own (imme-
diately recognizable) signature sound. 
At nearly sixty-three the ageless looking 
Robben Ford continues to enhance his 
songwriting abilities, vocals have matured, 
and he’s a superb band leader who under-
stands how to create memorable and 
significant recordings. Oh, his guitar 

creativity is still focused and sharp too, 
but you probably already knew that… In 
summary, expect “A Day in Nashville” to 
be on many reviewers and DJ’s best of 
discs for 2014. It’s that good.

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU with his Sounds of Blue 
radio show: www.SoundsofBlue.com - http://
wdu.fm - Previously a senior contribut-
ing editor at BluesWax, Blues Revue, and 
Goldmine magazines, and Music Editor 
for The Westchester Guardian and Yonkers 
Tribune. Direct email to Bob Putignano: 
bob8003@yahoo.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Robben Ford “A Day in Nashville”
Provogue-www.MascotLabelGroup.com

http://www.vaughn.edu/
http://wdu.fm/
http://wdu.fm/
mailto:bob8003@yahoo.com
http://www.MascotLabelGroup.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
This past week, on behalf 
of the Village, I officially 
signed the agreement to 
develop the Kensington 

Road property by Fareri Associates of 
Greenwich.

Believe it or not, development of 
this property has been thirty years in 
the making with several false starts.

Probably the last blighted piece 
of property in the Village due to 
its former uses as a gas station and 
a power plant, Fareri will start the 
project by removing over 20,000 cubic 
yards of polluted soil.

In addition to cleaning the 
property at a cost of $7 to $10 million 
dollars, the Village will be receiving a 
$3.85 million check to turn over title 
to Fareri, - $500,000 of which was 
received upon contract signing.

Due to recent stricter rules pro-
mulgated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Village, going 
forward, would have been required to 
clean the property for the same cost 
and pay for it via Village taxes so this 
agreement has a huge financial benefit 
as one of its many positive components.

In addition, all of the utilities on 
Kensington Road up to Beechtree 
Lane will be buried underground 
by Fareri, enhancing the look of the 
road as well as benefitting nearby 
home owners during storms. Fareri 
will also landscape the property and 
lay new sidewalks that same length of 
Kensington Road. The contractor is 
also adding a drainage system/reten-
tion basin below the newly enclosed 
parking garage further benefitting 
storm drainage in the area.

Not only will we recoup all of our 
present open air parking spaces, 18 
new spots for residents will be added to 
the inventory, no small amount given 
the needs of our residents. The same 
residents whose cars are parked out in 
the elements today will automatically 
receive a covered/indoor spot in a clean 

secure and camera monitored garage. 
Fareri has also reached an agreement 
with the MTA (Metropolitan Transit 
Authority) to have the platform 
extended on the rear of the new struc-
ture for easy access from the garage.

Fareri and Associates has been 
working very collegially with the 
MTA, United Water and most impor-
tantly our own Christ Church. They 
are fully aware and respectful of the 
Church’s unique artifacts as well as the 
very valuable organ.

The concerns of the residents of 
Kensington Terrace will also be para-
mount as Fareri rolls out the clean-up 
and construction schedule. We know 
the disruption will be major and we 
will work as a team with the neighbors 
to mitigate the consequences whenever 
possible.

When completed, the project will 
generate over $600,000 in new Village 
taxes on a lot that is currently pro-
ducing none, as well as an additional 
$350,000 in taxes to the County, Town 
and Fire District.

The project is the same one 
approved by the Zoning and Planning 
Boards during an extensive two year 
review back in 2007-2008 where every 
detail was discussed including the type 
and quality of the stucco surface.

The units will all be for sale to 
owner and are designed to attract 
the empty nester with formal dining 
rooms for family holidays as well as 
small office alcoves. There will also be 
24-hour concierge services. The design 
has already generated great interest 
from Village empty nesters who no 
longer need their multi-bedroom 
homes but want to stay in the Village. 
Based on the design, amenities and 
pricing, studies estimate the project 
could generate four to six school age 
children.

Thanks to a very strong and pro-
fessional negotiating team led by 
Deputy Mayor Underhill and Trustee 
Longobardo and aided by Village 
Administrator Harry Porr as well as the 

GovernmentSection
Kensington Road Property Development Agreement Signed

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Continued on page 16
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By Senator GREG BALL
On September 12, 2013, 
we gathered together as 
a community with one 
purpose – to renovate, or 
build a home for a ser-

vice-connected disabled veteran. At the 
meeting, we were fortunate enough to 
have with us Dale Beatty, a service con-
nected disabled veteran who co-founded 
the non-profit Purple Heart Homes, with 
his battle buddy and John Gallina.

It is my pleasure to introduce the 
community to Private Daniel Flanigan. 
Private Flanigan is a service connected-
disabled Vietnam Veteran who lives in 
Pawling, New York. Private Flanigan 
received a Purple Heart due to the blood 
he shed for our country. Like other seniors 
in New York State, Private Flanigan is 

living on a fixed income, as the cost of 
living around him continuously escalates.

As many of you know, our Vietnam 
Veterans were never officially welcomed 
home and thanked for their service. I am 
proud to announce that as a community, 
we will be able to come together and finally 
give Private Flanigan the “welcome home” 
he so greatly deserves, by working with 
Purple Heart Homes to renovate Private 
Flanigan’s home through their “Aging in 
Place” program. Private Flanigan’s home is 
in dire need of repairs and restoration.

This project is going to be an 
enormous lift for our community – we 
are going to need all the help we can get. 
From small businesses in the community 
donating services and materials, to volun-
teers actually renovating the home, this 
project is going to be huge!

It has been heartwarming to see the 
immense community support this project 
has already received. Literally hundreds 
of local elected officials, financial institu-
tions, small businesses and community 
partners have stepped up to the plate. 
Some businesses have already donated 
their services, including: Hildebrandt 
Electric, McGrath & Company Inc., 
Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis LLP, 
New York Title, Chazen Companies and 
Schmitt Brothers Excavation. I would per-
sonally like to thank these local businesses, 
because without their crucial donation, the 
project would not have been able to move 
forward.

I would like to invite you to please 
join me, Dale Beatty, John Gallina and the 
Purple Heart Homes team for a “Grand 
Kick-off Event” on April 3rd from 6 p.m. 

– 7 p.m., at the Patterson Fire Department 
located at 13 Burdick Rd, Patterson, NY.

At this exciting event, we will be 
introducing Private Flanigan to the 
community, and going over the volun-
teer roles and responsibilities, as well as 
what we need in terms of donations for 
this important project. If you would like 
to RSVP for the meeting, or have any 
questions or comments, you can contact 
my office at kgobins@nysenate.gov, or 
845-279-3773.

There’s an old saying that “our old 
soldiers never die, they just fade away.” I 
hope you will join me on April 3rd to show 
Private Flanigan that in our community, 
we don’t turn our backs on our veterans.

State Senator Greg Ball represents New York 
State’s 40th District that includes communi-
ties in Dutchess, Putnam, and Westchester 
Counties.

GREG’S CORNER

Help Renovate a Home for a Local Disabled Veteran

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

business expertise of Village residents 
Charles J. Urstadt and Frank Sica, we 
all feel we have a very beneficial deal 
for the Village with a partnership with 
a very reputable, quality and commu-
nity-minded developer.

Mr. Fareri, who endowed the 

Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital at 
the Westchester Medical Center, grew 
up in Yonkers and knows our Village 
well. As he said to me when he toured 
our Village and visited some of the 
100 plus year old co-ops, “I want my 
project to be as well built and attractive 
to stand the same test of time.”

We have been burnt before, so we 
all are headed into this project with 
eyes wide open and a tad jaded but I 
truly believe we have picked the right 
man and the right company for our 
Village.

Added to the hospital project, 
the School auditorium, the dispute 

regarding the Parkway Road Bridge, 
the Kensington Road project will con-
tribute to the state of flux/lack of calm 
in the Village in the near future but I 
believe it is our duty as elected officials 
to look long term and I truly believe 
these very demonstrative short term 
inconveniences will put the Village in 

the best possible position for our future 
and hopefully our children’s return. 
Please contact me directly if any of the 
above causes undue and unforeseen 
disruptions. We are in this together.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a sug- gestion or comment, direct 
your perspective by e-mail to: mayor@
vobny.com .

Kensington Road Property Development Agreement Signed
Continued from page 15

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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By LUKE HAMILTON
In the late summer of 
1944, the Allied armies 
liberated Northern France 
and began to push deeper 
into Europe. No one 

was more effective in his advance than 
General George S. Patton and the Third 
Army. After serving his “time-out” for 
slapping a couple of soldiers who were 
taking it easy in a med tent, Patton hit the 
ground running in France and seemed 
ready to cut his way through to Berlin, 
rusty bayonet clenched in his teeth. 
Unfortunately, that never happened. On 
August 31st, Patton and the Third Army 
ran out of fuel near Metz, France. He had 
burned through his supply, keeping the 
German forces on their heels, and replen-
ishment was not coming.

There are a number of theories as 
to why Patton’s army was left high and 
dry, languishing without the fuel to 
continue. The official rationale was that 
Eisenhower wanted to present a unified, 
measured front and was wary of any 
units which might overextend them-
selves and compromise the front line. 
It is clear he prioritized Montgomery’s 
Market Garden operation over Patton’s 
demands. Providentially for Ike, the 
Zone of Communications happened to 
pick that time to move their HQ back 
to Paris, tucked safely behind the Allied 
lines, and that required a lot of trucks; 
trucks which could have been refueling 
the Third Army. 

Unofficially, it’s said that Eisenhower 
wanted to avoid embarrassing our 
military allies. Patton was making 
everyone else look like weak sisters and so 
the most effective weapon in the Allied 
arsenal (General Patton’s mind) was 
deliberately shuttered. He was forced to 
fight in place and suffered heavy casu-
alties in subsequent engagements near 
Metz. After blitzing through 60 miles 
of German-occupied France in 2 weeks 
during the month of August, the Third 
Army covered only 40 miles total in the 
months November and December that 
same year.

It seems nearly inconceivable that 
Eisenhower would do such a thing, 
yet the deliberate crippling of a ben-
eficial advantage is precisely what has 

been done to free-market capitalism in 
America and in the economies of her 
Western allies. No one with any intel-
lectual honesty can deny the effectiveness 
of Patton or of the free market. Patton 
won battles and earned the respect of 
his enemies. Capitalism is the much-
maligned champion of freedom around 
the globe and is directly responsible for 
the prosperity and privilege we enjoy as 
a part of Western civilization. There has 
never been a more effective engine of 
wealth creation and economic mobility 
than free-market capitalism. Yet, like 
Patton, the free market economy is 
forcibly stalled, chained down by those 
who should be its staunchest guardians.

In America, this is accomplished in a 
few ways. Legislative support is diverted 
to efforts on the periphery, which are 
usually outside the purview of a federal 
government. For example, Congress 
passes Obamacare under the guise of 
offering a “fundamental human right” to 
all Americans, oblivious to the fact that 
bureaucratic edicts increase the price 
of a commodity and will inflict more 
economic pain on Americans than relief 
provided. When government agencies 
command private businesses to provide 
services, those businesses pass the expense 
of compliance onto their customers who 
are likewise commanded to purchase the 
now-pricier product. If allowed to operate 
freely, market forces would increase the 
quality of product while lowering the 
price. Those forces are seen every day in 
products like cellular phones, which have 
increased in quality and decreased in 
price over the past 30 years, going from 
$4,000 for the Motorola Dynatac 8000x 
in 1973 to $0 for the Motorola Droid 
X in 2014. In economics, a “rising tide 
lifts all boats” but the pencil-pushers in 
Washington prefer (or force) winners and 
losers by diverting support to pet projects 
and ideological cronies.

Just as Ike prioritized the pride of 
our allies over the success of our troops, 
we seek to assuage the feelings of those 
who have benefitted from the success of 
our greatest achievers while denigrating 
said achievers. Instead of worrying about 
the pride of our British and French allies, 
both of whom were saved by the inter-
vention of the U.S. Military, Ike should 
have thrown full support behind Patton 
who had the German generals soiling 
their lederhosen. We spend so much time 
and effort agonizing over the feelings of 

the misfortunate in this country instead 
of throwing our full support behind those 
who are creating wealth, jobs, and pros-
perity for all Americans; all of which 
ultimately benefit the misfortunate. 
A rising tide will never lift all boats if 
our nanny-state government contin-
ues to erect levees to keep the tide out! 
Prosperity is not a bad word in a truly 
capitalist economy. When the prosper-
ous become targets and success is deemed 
worth punishment, your economy has 
been infected by corporatists and social-
ists. Redistribution of wealth is sure to 
follow.

If legislation and shame don’t effec-
tively smother the flames of capitalist 
achievement in this country, the Executive 
Branch seems more than happy to step 
in. The checks and balance built into our 
tri-partite system by the Founders are 
broken. The checks have bounced and 
the balance has drastically shifted to the 
Executive branch, leaving an emasculated 
Legislature and a timorous Judiciary. 
Time and again, the Obama adminis-
tration has acted unilaterally, outside the 
bounds of law, to achieve their will via 
regulation and selective enforcement of 
law. As egregious as the offenses of this 
President have been, he is not alone. His 
predecessors set the table for this envi-
ronment. Obama simply ate the food, 
shredded the table cloth, and is in the 
process of breaking off the table legs for 
a bonfire. 

Progressives in both parties are 
determined to restrain the successful 
among us. If shame and ridicule don’t 
work, they will simply cut off the fuel via 
government regulation and legislation. 
As our Founding Fathers knew, it is only 
by forcibly restraining the power a cen-
tralized government can wield that the 
soil of liberty can remain fertile. 

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-
wing, Christian constitutionalist. When not 
penning columns Hamilton spends his time 
astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading 
bands of liberty-starved citizens from the 
progressive gulags of Illinois to [relative] 
freedom. Hamilton is the creative mind/
voice behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a 
budding production company which resides 
at www.PillarCloudProductions.com . He 
owes all to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
whose strength is perfected in his weakness. 

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

PUBLIC POLICY

They Did It to Ol’ Blood and Guts, They’ll Do 
It to Us Too

http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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THE FIFTY-FIRST STATE

Offsetting Putin’s Land Grab
By GLENN SLABY
I wanted to focus on 
how the United States 
could offset the mad 
power grab by the power 
hungry Russian leader, 

President Vladimir Putin. Since Russia 
has taken the Crimea based on a “vote”, 
our free, capitalist democracy should ask 
the people from Ukraine to vote for the 
admission to these United States. Putin 
would then have to face the full economic 
and commercial power right on his 
borders. I planned to establish a petition 
for admitting Ukraine as a state through 
the White House’s official petition site.

However, just as I was about to 
advertise my petition in The New York 
Times with my idea containing a detailed 
review of the combined statistical power 
of the American and Ukrainian indus-
trial, political and economic base, just 
then released documents disclosed our 
State Department had been engaged in 
secret negotiations with representatives 
from a still undisclosed nation that wants 
to join our union of these United States.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry 
had been in talks with unnamed offi-
cials when the Crimean crisis occurred. 
Many in the know understood and firmly 

believe that Mr. Putin’s “invasion” of 
the peninsular was the result of Russia’s 
learning of our government’s progress on 
such talks. Please note, it is only specula-
tion that the inquiring country is near the 
Russian geographic sphere of influence. 
Also heard is that the nation, although 
poor has substantial natural reserves of 
titanium, diamonds and kryptonite. The 
code word for this nation is “Fredonia”. 
This nation’s president is code-named 
RTF. Rumor has it that the name stands 
for “Rufus T. Firefly”.

Also, another secret report dated 
April 1st, not by the State Department, 
nor the Interior Department, nor 
the Commerce Department, nor 
the Pentagon, but by the AARP, the 
Association of American Retired 
Psychiatrists, stated that there is one 
sure way of defeating this new threat. 
Unlike the Reagan method of outspend-
ing the former Soviet Union, America 
will actually improve and grow with 
future budget surpluses while Putin may 
believe he has the ability and power to 
contend with whatever the free world 
has to send his way. We may not call his 
bluff militarily, but faced with American 
commercialism and pop culture, he and 
his cronies will not know what hit him. 

Move over Pussy Riot; here comes Miley 
Cyrus.

Putin must ask this question: are the 
Russian people ready to contend with 
Ukrainian Disney World, McDonald’s, 
Duck Dynasty, The Easter Bunny, and 
Santa Clause? Taking on Pussy Riot was 
one thing, taking on the Kardashians and 
Honey Boo Boo is an entirely whole new 
fight.

Key officials from both major politi-
cal parties have been consistently updated 
on the progress of these talks. Democrats, 
believing this nation is from the third 
world are encouraging of strong, pro-
gressive and assertive approach. The 
Republicans believing the nation repre-
sents a small, but wealthy nation from 
the Northern hemisphere, Canada, are 
also encouraging an aggressive attitude. 
Neither party has any doubts that they 
are wrong, but they have made contin-
gency plans.

Assuming their view of the worst 
case scenario, worse, the junior Senator 
from Texas stated, “These foreigners do 
not deserve to join our sacred union. 
Their culture is not an American one. 
They are outsiders and we cannot let 
those too different to come in. America 
does not allow, much less need outsiders. 
We are the true natives. Texans are true 
Americans and you could spot a true 
loving, gun-toting American a mile away 

and that is who we want in…”
The other Texan Senator stated, 

“If every nation in the world joined the 
U.S., take our laws, beliefs and ideas, 
then where would we be? There would be 
nothing unique about us. I only see food 
stamps applications and usage increas-
ing. A one-world nation with the same 
goals and desires would never last. Where 
would the rich hide their money? We will 
be harming the job creators.”

Some commercial developments… 
In what appears to be a break in the 
Conservative branch of the Republican 
Party, Donald Trump has paid for a sign 
to be placed above Kiev’s tallest building 
– The Trump Colossal. The cigarette and 
liquor companies are redoubling their 
efforts to enhance the manliness of their 
respective products, especially to teens. 
Fox News is waiting for some talking 
points.

In the professional sporting world 
The New York Mets have sent scouts 
in search of left-handed shot putters or 
is it the Jets, who are also looking for a 
stadium to call their own. Our universi-
ties are looking for athletic recruits and 
new “Bowl” events. With 44 million 
people there have to be some who can 
play American football. Meanwhile, the 
PGA considers the steppes to be perfect 
for golf courses and future tournament 
sites. (The environmental agencies also 

consider these steppes perfect for wind 
farms and solar panels.)

One of the major problems facing 
many nations is ethnic diversity and 
divide. Our cultural elites do not let 
opportunities like this go unnoticed. To 
heal this divide or more likely to feed on 
it, our major television networks, such 
as cultural icon Bravo, has put forward 
“Wife Swap” where Russian wives trade 
places with Ukrainian wives. Not to be 
outdone TLC is developing the show, 
“Survivor Chernobyl”, where contes-
tants are parachuted naked into the old, 
deserted city.

On the news front, in print media, 
even with a 99.7% literacy rate and com-
pulsory education from 6 to 16, Rupert 
Murdoch is not deterred in spreading 
his news, Information Network. Sports 
Illustrated is coming out with a “Coal 
Miner’s Daughter Swimsuit edition”.

Finally, I hope this brings a little 
levity to a dangerous situation where so 
many lives are at risk.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. 
A former account with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guardian, 
writes part-time, and struggles with mental 
illness, yet works at the New Rochelle Public 
Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York.

ENVIRONMENT

Work of Hundreds of Volunteers Turns Angle Fly Preserve into Haven for Community of Somers
By RICH MONETTI
In the late 60’s, the 654 
acres known as the Angle 
Fly Preserve on Route 
139 was slated for the 
development of 1,200 

housing units. Eight were eventually 
developed  before the company went 
bankrupt. Still onsite and unoccupied, 
that was followed by several more failed 
attempts and a final one in 2006 before 
the Town of Somers, the County of 
Westchester and New York City and the 
State of New York scored one for the 
environment and purchased the land for 
$21 million.

Unfortunately, there was still one 
rather large obstacle to overcome in 
efforts to preserve this open space in 
its most effective form, according to 
Somers Land Trust member-at-large 

Bob MacGregor. “The town and the 
county didn’t have any money to oversee 
the property,” revealed MacGregor.

Regardless, the solution wasn’t all 
that complicated as MacGregor recalled. 
“The land trust stepped forward, and 
said, we’ll take responsibility for the 
property,” MacGregor advised.

A similar scenario emerged with the 
city and state so the Somers Land Trust 
formed a partnership to act as steward 
for the remaining 269 acres.

All in place, a biodiversity study 
went forward and determined the land 
would be best utilized for conservation 
and recreational purposes. This put the 
land trust primarily in position of devel-
oping ten miles of hiking trails. “I don’t 
think anybody realized how much work 
it would be,” MacGregor said.

In other words, between 2009-2011, 
approximately 400 volunteers took to the 

wooded density and hacked away on the 
weekends. You’d have a group of 15-20 
people with clippers, wrenchers and 
chainsaws clearing what was mapped 
out for the day, noted MacGregor.

Fortunately, the shortfall from the 
entities involved did provide grants so 
the land trust could purchase the mate-
rials needed to navigate through the 
invasive shrubbery and relocate up to 
1,000 native species just off the trails.   
But not all the going was through thorns 
and thickets. “Where the deer have dec-
imated the understory, he said, “it goes 
pretty fast.”

Still, humans require a little more 
spoiling to safely and conveniently have 
respite and recreation among the large 
and little creatures. Thus, the volun-
teers built two composting toilets and 
five bridges across waterways on the 
preserve.    “There were 200 parts and 

concrete just for the bridge that went 
across the Angle Fly Brook, and that all 
had to be carried in by hand,” advised 
said.

This has now left Somers the chance 
to drop down and picnic, walk in the 
woods to take it all in or spend the day 
fishing in the brook.   Save the Somers 
High School Cross Country Track team 
running the trails, deer taking flight rep-
resent the only hustle and bustle, and are 
the clear focus of the preserve’s hunters.

Qualified first through the Parks 
and Recreation hunting coordinator, 
proficiency demonstrated registers each 
bow and arrow carrier and makes them 
go climb a tree so no misfires ever take 
place. Situated up at least 20 feet on tree 
platforms, he says, “They shoot down 
so you’re not going to have an arrow 
shooting through the woods,” he says.

That acceleration, though, does 

likely apply to all the Eagle and Golden 
Award Projects that are taking place 
for area boy and girl scouts. “They’re all 
doing something that has an environ-
mental twist,” he said.

Looking forward, the trails still 
have to be maintained, there’s a pond in 
need of dredging and a whole new host 
of skilled and unskilled volunteers will 
refit an onsite structure known as the 
Reynolds House. But the most impor-
tant part of this whole endeavor has a 
much longer view. “Underneath the 
property is a major aquifer,” MacGregor 
revealed.

It goes without saying – protecting 
that is paramount to all of us.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003. He lives in Westchester County. 
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Notice of Formation of Oxyto, LLC. Art Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/2013. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
mail shall mail process to: C/O UNITED 
STATES CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. 
7014 13TH AVENUE, SUITE 202 BROOKLYN, 
NY 11228. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
BLUEPAC PARTNERS FUND, LP Author-
ity filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/27/13. Office location: Westchester Co. LP 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 10/8/13. SSNY 
designated as agent of LP upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to The LP 20 Oscaleta RD South 
Salem, NY 10590. DE address of LP: 1209 Or-
ange ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. 
filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Do-
ver, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

MELVILLE GARAGE LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/5/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 305 
North Ave New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

BLUEPAC ADVISORS, LLC Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 11/27/13. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 9/17/13 SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to The LLC 20 Oscaleta RD South 
Salem, NY 10590. DE address of LLC: 1209 
Orange ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 
Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

BLUEPAC PARTNERS, LLC Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 11/27/13. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 9/17/13 SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to The LLC 20 Oscaleta RD South 
Salem, NY 10590. DE address of LLC: 1209 
Orange ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 
Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

RUBIUS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 3/10/14 Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Corporate Creations 
Network Inc. 15 North Mill St Nyack, NY 
10960. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BLUEPAC PARTNERS FUND, LP Author-
ity filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/27/13. Office location: Westchester Co. LP 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 10/8/13. SSNY 
designated as agent of LP upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to The LP 20 Oscaleta RD South 
Salem, NY 10590. DE address of LP: 1209 Or-
ange ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. 
filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Do-
ver, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful activity

JT DIAGNOSTICS, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/11/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste. 305 
White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

GLORIA LOUZAO LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/29/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O Zussman Law 
PLLC, Attention: Michael J. Zussman, Esq. 
425 East 79th St Ste. 1F New York, NY 10075. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

WISDOM ADVISORY, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/20/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 6 Had-
den Road Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

BODMODS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 3/4/14 Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Zussman Law PLLC 
Attn: Michael J. Zussman, Esq. 425 E. 79th 
St Ste. 1F New York, NY 10075. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

BELLINO ASSOCIATES, L.P. Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/14/14. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LP 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to Stern Keiser & 
Panken LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste 305 
White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S h E Lp  wA N T E d

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

The City of Stamford 
is seeking qualified 

applicants for the following 
positions:

Shift Foreman - WPCA
Salary Range:  

$61,227 - $74,173 
(Annually) 

Applicants must possess a 
Connecticut DEP Class III 

Wastewater Treatment Operator 
or Operator in Training license.

Time and Attendance Manager
Salary Range:  

$84,547 – $108,673 
(Annually)

Plant Maintenance 
Control Clerk
Salary Range:

  $47,265 to $63,803 
(Annually)

Management Analyst
Salary Range:

  $79,590 - $102,653 
(Annually)

Applications can be obtained at 

www.cityofstamford.org 
or

 
City of Stamford

 Human Resources Department
888 Washington Boulevard,

 Stamford, Connecticut 06904
A resume and/or 

other correspondence will not be
considered as equivalent to an

 application. For additional
 information call the 

Human Resources Department 
(203) 977-4070 

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED

http://www.cityofstamford.org
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PREJUDICE

Fairview Fire Chief LoGuidice Calls Greenburgh Town Supervisor Feiner a ‘Sucking Jew Bastard’
By NANCY KING
The Town of Greenburgh 
is no stranger to political 
strife. In the past several 
years we’ve seen the Town 
of Greenburgh pitted 

against its taxpayers over issues regard-
ing WestHelp, The Fortress Bible School, 
and the sale of the old Frank’s Nursery 
property, but this time a satellite agency of 
the town has attacked Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor Feiner in the form of multiple 
anti-Semitic slurs. That agency just happens 
to be the Office of Chief of the Fairview Fire 
Department Joe LoGuidice. When Feiner 
heard that he had been called a “sucking Jew 
bastard” among other slurs, he contacted the 
Anti-Defamation league (ADL) in New 
York City. What brought the slurs to light 
came from another lawsuit, one involving 
the hiring practices of the Fairview Fire 
Department.

David Hecht, a 45-year-old resident of 
Fairview decided a few years ago, to fulfill a 
life-long dream of becoming a career (paid) 
firefighter. Hecht received a written score of 
90% on the Civil Service test for firefighters 

and passed the strenuous physical test to 
secure an interview for one of two open 
positions. Hecht’s combined scores should 
have put him on top of the hiring list but he 
found himself instead passed over for one 
of those vacant positions. Chief LoGuidice 
and Board of Fire Commissioners Chair 
Vikki Simmons opted instead to hire two 
recent high school graduates. Hecht queried 
Chief LoGuidice and was merely told that 
perhaps he should join the volunteer com-
ponent of the fire department to increase his 
chances of being hired the next time there 
was an opening. Fairview is a combination 
department of volunteers and paid firefight-
ers. Hecht dutifully complied and joined the 
ranks of the volunteers.

Contrary to popular belief, volunteer 
firefighters in New York State are required 
to take Firefighter 1 and Firefighter 2 classes 
before being allowed to fight a fire from the 
interior. They are strenuous and time con-
suming classes, but Hecht completed them 
and could fight a fire alongside his paid 
brethren. He honed his firefighting skills and 
kept in shape waiting for the next position to 
open up and sure enough one did. However 
Hecht wasn’t hired that time around either; a 

19-year-old from Ardsley filled the slot.
Firehouses and fire departments are 

rife with gossip and Fairview is no different. 
LoGuidice had told some of the man-power 
that Hecht was too old and he’d rather put 
his life in the hands of a 19-year-old than in 
the hands of a 40-something. He allegedly 
told others that Hecht would never make it 
to the 20-year retirement mark; why should 
he bother spending the money to train him. 
By this time Commissioner Simmons was 
chirping in, telling others that she just didn’t 
like Hecht and thought he had an attitude. 
In 2012, Hecht had had enough and filed 
an age discrimination lawsuit against the fire 
department.

It was during the time sworn depositions 
in the age discrimination case were formally 
recorded that several statements began 
to emerge about both Chief LoGuidice 
and Commissioner Simmons. It seems 
LoGuidice didn’t like Jews and didn’t quite 
care who he insulted about their faith. He 
also hated Paul Feiner calling him a “sucking 
Jew bastard”. Could it be because Feiner had 
questioned the department’s decision to hire 
a $135K a year deputy administrative chief 
who would then transition into chief upon 

LoGuidice’s retirement? Could it have been 
Feiner’s opinion that the three separate fire 
departments should be consolidated? Or 
could it have been that Simmon’s eldest son, 
already a captain in the department had been 
promised by his mom/commissioner she’d 
find a way to elevate him to the position 
of Deputy Chief? Who knows but for an 
individual who has long had dealings within 
the fire service, Ms. Simmons seems ill 
equipped to do her job; she was unaware that 
a volunteer who had successfully completed 
Firefighter 1 and Firefighter 2 was even able 
to fight a fire. She now looks like an elected 
official who is only worried about expanding 
the friends and family network.

Nonetheless, Chief LoGuidice has 
admitted to making all the comments 
attributed to him, explaining that they 
were made out of frustration over Feiner’s 
desire to consolidate Greenburgh’s three 
fire departments. He hasn’t addressed the 
fact that his anti-Semitic comments were 
made in front of Deputy Chief Reiss, or 
that volunteer Hecht’s grandmother is 
Jewish. On Friday, March 28th, LoGuidice 
is expected be accompanied by his attorney 
upon meeting with Supervisor Feiner. 

Feiner and the Anti-Defamation League are 
expecting a public apology from the Chief. 
Commissioner Simmons has by and large 
remained silent throughout this maelstrom. 
She is not answering her telephone at the 
Greenburgh Neighborhood Health Center 
nor has she commented on Feiner’s sugges-
tion that the Board of Fire Commissioners 
investigate this case and the charges.

In the meantime, David Hecht’s 2012 
age discrimination suit will wind its way 
through the federal judiciary and will cost 
the taxpayers well over the original $7,000 
that Chief Loguidice didn’t want to spend 
training Hecht for a career position. Too 
bad someone didn’t bother to enlighten the 
Chief and the Board of Fire Commissioners, 
that Greenburgh has no age restrictions 
when hiring firefighters. I have a feeling that 
the taxpayers are going to be paying Hecht 
a whole lot more than he ever would have 
made as paid firefighter. As for LoGuidice 
and Simmons, time will tell if they end up 
apologizing for their conduct.

Nancy King is a freelancer.

Fairview Fire Chief Anthony LoGuidice’s Wife Responds
OP-ED

By MRS. LoGUIDICE
I am getting physically sick listening to 
people defame my husband. And for what, 
having a potty mouth? Venting? Saying 
something he shouldn’t have said around 
the dinner table at the firehouse years ago 
before he was chief? People say stupid stuff. 
People regret stupid stuff. Life goes on.

Let me tell you about my husband. He 
has been in the Fairview Fire Department 
since 1973. He was a volunteer firefighter. 
He was a volunteer for nine years before 
getting on the paid department. As a vol-
unteer, for nine years he stood fire watch at 
the Woodlands Community Temple so the 
worshippers were safe. He didn’t have to be 
there, he volunteered.

For well over thirty years, Tony ran 
the Fairview Explorer Post. Guess what? 
Again, not paid. He even had trouble with 

the union because they did not want him 
doing this for no pay. But the kids in the 
community needed this program so he 
ignored the union and kept on running 
the Explorer Post. At the same time he was 
Scout Master for Boy Scout Troop 67 and a 
Den Leader for Pack 67.

For more years than I can remember, 
Tony ran Christmas parties at the School 
for the Deaf and Union Child Day Care – 
now the Lois Bronz Day Care. Again, guess 
what? Yup, unpaid unless it happened to fall 
on a day he was already scheduled to work.

Tony also ran the Fire Prevention 
Program at the Firehouse along with his 
Explorers for many years. That included 
the puppet show, running the Sparky Car, 
setting up and running different educa-
tional games. The program was also run in 
the schools in Fairview.

Tony has spent over forty years saving 
lives and property. Firefighters see unimagi-
nable things. Things most people only see in 
horror films or nightmares. They see bodies 
burned beyond recognition, somehow 
seems even worse when it’s the body of a 
tiny baby or toddler. They see bodies badly 
damaged or decapitated. They see people 
trapped in cars, badly injured and only 
have minutes to try and rescue them. Some 
die before they are reached despite heroic 
attempts beyond imagination.

I am ashamed to live in a town where 
the Town Supervisor who sits relatively 
safely behind a desk, has the nerve to call 
a hero an anti-Semite because this humble 
hero called him a bad name when the Town 
Supervisor threatened to change a success-
fully running fire department where this 
man spent forty years of his life protecting 

and serving. Whatever was said was said 
in the privacy of the firehouse kitchen. 
Had these men just come from a fire? A 
heart attack victim, stroke victim, horrific 
accident only to hear again that Mr. Feiner 
wanted to take their jobs away from them 
and conceivably, services away from their 
community? Who knows? It was said in 
the privacy of the kitchen. Only those there 
truly know what the circumstances were at 
that moment. It was not a public comment, 
it was said in a moment of anger. And then 
forgotten because life goes on and possibly 
the next call came in and they were on the 
run again. Maybe they got to eat, maybe 
they didn’t. That is their life. They eat 
together, they live together; they are a family.

Let’s talk a little bit about what Tony 
has done specifically for Darryl. Darryl’s son 
was murdered. Tony spent countless hours 

with Darryl and his family making sure 
they had everything they needed. Darryl 
wanted to put up holiday decorations at 
the firehouse in honor of his son – his wish 
was granted. Darryl wanted to store his cars 
at the firehouse, again, done. Darryl didn’t 
need to come back to work until he was 
ready after the death of his son. His brother 
firefighters picked up the slack for him, 
including Tony. When Darryl pulled the 
knife on the guy in the firehouse parking 
lot, his brother firefighters talked him out 
of hurting the guy and then helped make 
the problem go away because that’s what 
brothers do.

Unfortunately, Tony also worked down 
at 9/11 on the piles. Firefighting is a killer 
of a job. So Mr. Feiner, as you sit comfort-
ably behind your desk pointing fingers and 
defaming characters, just be thankful that if 
you had a heart attack and Tony was there, 
he would save your life despite the fact that 
he is losing his own to a 9/11 cancer.
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