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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Legal Notices, Advertise Today
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By HEZI ARIS
It took only 17 days into the 
month of January 2014 for 
the other shoe to drop and 
it would be as traumatic a 
sense of doom than could 

ever be imagined. Mayor Mike Spano in 
a press release issued only hours before the 
beginning of the Martin Luther King Jr 
long weekend reprise from the battery of 
winter’s wrath, informed the public that be 
was advised by then Yonkers Public School 
(YPS) Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio 
that a $55 million error, to this day never 
fully explained, had created a “shortfall” in 
the Yonkers Board of Education (YBoE) 
budget despite the telling in the YBoE 
ledger. As if the baton had been directed 
from the Executive (Mayor’s Office) branch 
of government to the Legislative (Yonkers 
City Council) branch of office, the seven 
members presiding over the august, but 
now besmirched Yonkers City Council 
Chambers cried out in unison to disparage 
then Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio 
and postured in stance and in word that 
the YBoE had for too long toyed and dis-
respected the mayors of Yonkers and the city 
councilmembers. Collectively they would 
demean and diminish Pierorazio’s conduct 
at the helm professionally and personally. 
The praises that for years were quick to be 
afforded I’m his professionalism, knowledge, 
and expertise had from that day onward 
turned vulgar in tone. It was literally as if he 
were being kicked and beaten in the heart of 
Getty Square without any assistance from 
anyone. He had been maligned and deni-
grated within a day; he was caste from the 
inner circle, kicked from within the coven 
collectively known as the “family and friends” 

network. As outrageous as this seems, there 
is more much more.

Mayor Mike Spano called for an 
immediate focus and effort to turn the 
so-called “independent” YBoE to be trans-
formed into a department of the City of 
Yonkers (CoY). The vision was clear and 
succinct to those engaged in what began as a 
skirmish among “vested” interests to wit the 
student population, “our children”, yet they 
where not part of any future consideration. 
The shock and incredulity expressed by both 
Yonkers Executive and Legislative represen-
tatives insinuated a fear among Yonkersites 
that was palatable and hold stronger than 
ever to this day the citizenry. The few expres-
sions beseeching temperance to maintain 
the status quo, or better still, engage in dis-
course to ameliorate issues that had been 
revealed, were quickly silenced. Opposition, 
the little revealed over the next two-and-a-
half months, were quick to learn their stature 
and standings within and among the “new” 
pecking order would be their individual and 
collective death knell were any additional 
expressions uttered. They were slapped into 
their chairs and told to “shut the “f***” up.

Few know that the “revelations” that 
became somewhat public on January 17, 
2014 in actuality occurred days before, which 
further validates the assertions expressed by 
the virtual online newspaper, the Yonkers 
Tribune, among other issues expressed on 
the “featured” BlogTalkRadio program, 
Westchester On the Level, that is, that it was 
Certified Public Accountant Nick DeSantis 
who had first advised Mayor Spano of 
the “shortfall”. Truth be told, despite the 
words of praise and amity bestowed upon 
Pierorazio from the first days of Mike 
Spano ascending to the Office of Yonkers 

Mayor and even years prior, the fix against 
Pierorazio was long ago engaged. The foil or 
“dupe” was Chief Executive Officer Joseph 
Bracchita whose responsibility it was to 
create a budget based on Pierorazio’s direc-
tives. Bracchita had two masters, Pierorazio 
and Mayor Mike Spano. Bracchita leaned to 
the greater power, Mayor Mike Spano. The 
snake-like slithering’s of Bracchita; engaged 
too deep with respect to the Public Private 
Partnership for Education (P3forE) concept 
were encroaching on Mayor Spano’s future 
interests. Bracchita was no match for the 
mongoose tactics of its Master Mike Spano, 
among other interested parties. Before a 
word could be heard explaining how the 
$55 million “shortfall came about, seemingly 
residing for all who wanted to see, yet under 
the financial radar screen, made available to 
the public, was lost by Bracchita being urged 
and permitted to leave. Not one subpoena 
was issued against him. Mayor Mike Spano’s 
office did not request Yonkers Corporation 
Counsel Michael Curti issue a subpoena 
against Bracchita; Yonkers Inspector General 
Brendan McGrath permitted under his own 
volition to issue a subpoena did not issue a 

subpoena against Bracchita, and neither did 
the Yonkers City Council issue a subpoena 
against Bracchita. Very convenient indeed. 
Not a word from any stakeholder has come 
to light; not one student, one parent; one 
elected official, albeit too late for their per-
spective to gain any momentum much less 
maintain any gravitas. To this day, all those 
who expressed passion in their breath have 
disintegrated into silence, henceforth mute 
and moot in the world of politics and the 
very vision serving Mayor Mike Spano with 
little left over, not even a crumb for the self-
described “family and friends” entourage. 
No Yonkersite can afford to be exposed by 
giving expression to any criticism of Mayor 
Spano’s administrative conduct any more. 
Yonkersites have long been silenced. It does 
seem as though Mayor Spano has brought 
about a silence in the “realm” that is most 
horrid in its dismissal of The People, and 
thereby least benevolent of the public’s needs 
than any previous mayor I have covered; 
reference Mayors John Spencer and Phil 
Amicone.

Impeccable sources who will remain 
anonymous to all our readers have alleged 
in their telling the Yonkers Tribune, that 
Yonkers Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry, who for 
almost two-years lied about her residence 

requirements demanded by an evidently 
worthless Yonkers City Charter, and 
defended her status as not one of a fully 
functioning Yonkers Deputy Mayor, among 
other misdeeds and “cronyism” stormed 
into Pierorazio’s office a few days before 
the Martin Luther King weekend was to 
begin. They manhandled Pierorazio in such 
a manner as to literally lift him from his 
seat, slammed onto his knees, while barking 
orders for him to sign a document declar-
ing his departure from the Office of YPS 
Superintendent. Be proud Yonkers, our own 
Abu Ghraib goon squad. Pierorazio signed. 
No explanation as to what happened other 
than this telling has come to light to this day. 
Pierorazio remains silent; Mayor Spano was 
not advised the “rest of the story”, leaving us 
to share this unsettling happenstance with 
you.

Having learned to outwit Yonkersites, 
emboldened Mayor Mike Spano decided 
to marginalize the entire Albany Delegation 
in his mano-a-mano discussions with 
the Office of Governor Andrew Cuomo. 
Mayor Spano believed he could work out 
a deal to his liking and he did, despite the 
Yonkers City Councilmembership believ-
ing they were on the same ship, they were 
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Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 
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and continue to be marginalized by Mayor 
Spano who has crafted wording of oversight 
which neuters whatever the Yonkers City 
Council decides. The word is “shall”, rather 
than “will”. In legal terminology, “shall” gives 
expression to an action and by using the 
term “shall” demands follow through; “will” 
may present the same course of action but 
does not demand the follow-up suggested. 
“Will” is more of a suggestion that need 
not be implemented. Mayor Mike Spano 
agreed to “shall” because it suits him to 
have the Legislative branch of government, 
the Yonkers City Council, neutered. And 
further, the New York State Regent has over-
sight over the Yonkers Public School system, 
thereby eviscerating any directive they may 
wish to institute but “shall” and can be over-
ridden by the New York State Board of 
Education Regent. Perfect for Mayor Spano, 
an impotent Yonkers City Council and 
an impotent Yonkers Board of Education 

Board of Trustees. The jail sentence for the 
YCC and the YBoE Trustees is 10 years. A 
“control board” not defined in word but in 
future conduct.

Notice how in none of these sce-
narios does the needs, visions, and hopes of 
Yonkersites come into play. It is all about the 
“power” of the “strong mayor form of gov-
ernment” that suits Mayor Mike Spano, and 
the fight for relevance by the YCC member-
ship that will be less and less relevant into the 
coming years.

The “drama” that permeates Yonkers 
psyche and like any other trauma caused by 
shock, that is constant and demeaning, and 
diminished by finger pointing and dismis-
sive terms, governed by the might of “goon 
squads” from within the Office of Mayor 
Mike Spano, enhanced by the pale of silence 
among the 200,000 people within our 
borders, have wrought about these days.

The issue never answered which exposes 
how Yonkers has been maligned from within 
can be told because the Yonkers Tribune has 

been able to find the evidence under the 
darkening cloud that hangs over the City of 
Hills. Let us decipher it together.

However the “shortfall” came about, 
how did the City of Yonkers pay $55 million 
in payment for 18 months duration without 
ever receiving the money expected to fill the 
city coffers for the benefit of the YBoE? 
Cash flow didn’t keep the city solvent; but 
payment was made to satisfy all personnel 
and all vendors. Further there is no rush 
to pass the budget by the due date despite 
requiring passage of Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Proposed Y2014-2105 Budget gaining 
approval before CoY may legally start billing 
for taxes due. That is the question. Like the 
show, “Jeopardy“, the answer will reveal the 
trauma caused to hide the basis for this staged 
hoax on Yonkersites and the New York State 
Legislature, and Governor Andrew Cuomo 
alike, and the largesse that remains unseen by 
the Certified Public Accountants who can’t 
figure what the numbers hide.

Credit to former Senator Nick Spano 
for a brilliant screenplay; and Mayor Mike 
Spano for winning the Yonkers “Oscar” for 

Male Lead in a “leading” role. The “other” 
protagonists play themselves.

Proof of the hoax is that nothing said 
during the crisis of 2014 has damaged the 
ever draconian demeanor of Mayor Mike 
Spano who remains less than Nick Spano, 
who continues to eclipse all others in main-
taining polish to his number 1 status. It’s 
always been about Nick, and not about 
Yonkersites; ever. Get used to it.

The truth is recognized in Mayor Mike 
Spano’s Proposed FY 2014-2015 Budget. 
Here is the snapshot of the aftermath of 
Yonkers Hoax of 2014:

No elimination of municipal positions; 
No cuts to vital services; among other issues 
that were not part of the “trauma” exacted 
upon Yonkersites.

Yonkers is now under a dark cloud in 
which there are no challenges to the “strong 
mayor form of government”; and a budget 
that dismisses the unions that are still operat-
ing under contracts now expired; most were 
written over five years ago.

Remember, once the budget wins 
approval, and it will, as is, Yonkers Mayor 

Mike Spano will have created a de facto 
control board eviscerating and silencing the 
Yonkers City Council, no matter what gib-
berish they feign in the coming days; it is all 
show, and worse, too late to matter.

The Yonkers Tribune was the first and 
only news media outlet to advise of this 
coming. Interest or passions of our telling did 
not engage the public to an arena in which 
discourse could begin, because The People 
were not given permission, and because 
Yonkersites continue to believe they must 
work within the system to get their crumb to 
sustain themselves and their families.

Is there another way? Yonkersites know 
there is. Perhaps the reason Yonkers can be 
so easily played is that Yonkers, by too many, 
is considered a transient stop along the path 
to something “better” elsewhere. Yonkersites 
have yet to commit to a city that can do 
better than it can even begin to imagine. It’s 
time to say, “I do” to Yonkers’ cry for respect 
and love and giving, not taking and abusing.

Now you know the “rest of the story!”

Yonkers Financial Crisis Reveals Itself a Hoax 
Continued from page 3

OP-ED

Yonkers Police Face Difficult, Dangerous Job
By Commissioner 
CHARLES GARDNER
A recent Journal News report 
would lead the average 
reader to believe that alle-
gations made in lawsuits 

against members of the Yonkers Police 
Department are factual in nature, with little 
response from the department. This is not an 
accurate portrayal.

Police work in today’s complicated 
world is a very difficult and dangerous pro-
fession. Officers are frequently called upon 
to engage in enforcement actions, often 
involving violent or emotionally disturbed 
individuals and sometimes requiring the use 

of physical force to maintain public safety. 
These types of encounters leave police vul-
nerable to allegations of misconduct and 
lawsuits against the department. It is impor-
tant to note that allegations made in many 
of these lawsuits are ultimately found to be 
untrue; any implication of guilt of accused 
officers or lack of response by the depart-
ment does not present a fair and balanced 
view.

In my opinion, multiple negative 
comments from attorneys representing 
plaintiffs in lawsuits against the department 
do not provide an objective account. The 
department is unable to comment on active 
litigation.

Although I am not at liberty to discuss 

specific personnel-related matters or 
comment on ongoing litigation against the 
department, I would like to provide another 
perspective on the matter.

Over the past several years the Yonkers 
Police Department has engaged in a number 
of programs and initiatives that have reduced 
citizen complaints, lawsuits, overall crime 
and improved our relationship with the 
community.

As indicated in the main article, 
community leaders acknowledge that “com-
plaints have dropped and continue to drop.” 
Citizen complaints have steadily decreased 
over the past three years, with excessive force 
complaints reduced from 25 in 2011 to 16 
in 2012. That is a significantly low number 

for a department that responds to more than 
120,000 calls for service and arrests over 
6,000 people each year.

The article also reported that the payout 
per Yonkers officer, for legal matters related 
to misconduct cases, was low as compared 
to other area departments. As compared 
to 2012, lawsuits involving members of the 
department have fallen approximately 17 
percent. The department is also in the process 
of improving our procedures for monitoring 
and tracking lawsuits filed against depart-
ment members.

We continue to make strides in crime 
reduction with overall major crime in the city 
of Yonkers down 20 percent in the past two 
years and Yonkers remains one of the safest 
cities in the country as compared to cities of 
similar size and population.

We believe our diversified community 

policing efforts such as our youth police ini-
tiative, re-entry program, police community 
councils and expanded use of social media 
have contributed to the aforementioned 
reductions.

The progress we have made is due to 
the sacrifices, hard work and dedication of 
the men and women of this agency who, 
under very difficult conditions, continue to 
serve and provide quality police services to 
the people of Yonkers. We are a progres-
sive, professional New York state-accredited 
police department made up of dedicated 
individuals who deserve our support. I am 
extremely proud of them and proud to be 
their commissioner.

Charles Gardner is commissioner of the Yonkers 
Police Department.

OP-ED

Yonkers Police Serve Our City
By Detective KEITH 
OLSON
YONKERS, NY – April 
18, 2014 -- In articles 
centered on Yonkers Police 
Officers Alex Della Donna 

and William Pataky, the statement is made: 
“Taken together, the lawsuits paint a grim 

picture of the officers’ behavior.” That could 
not be more misleading.

One article recounts the story of James 
Jones, an admitted “ex-convict” and as the 
article states, “no stranger to law enforce-
ment.” Mr. Jones claims that on Nov. 20, 
2012, he was arrested and beaten by Police 
Officer Pataky, whom he claims to have 

recognized. Jones also claims that Officer 
Pataky called him a racial epithet. There is 
one major problem with Mr. Jones story: Not 
only was Officer Pataky not involved with 
Mr. Jones’ arrest, he was not working that 
day and was nowhere near the Nepperhan 
Community Center. He was on vacation. 
The Yonkers Police Internal Affairs Division 
has verified this.

Often career criminals, or as the article 
calls them, “ex-convicts,” file these lawsuits. 

Many are violent felons and drug dealers. In 
addition, they are often filed while sitting in 
jail and with free legal assistance. The articles 
fail to highlight that seven of the 14 lawsuits 
listed were filed by criminals from jail and 
that at least three of the lawsuits against 
Officer Della Donna were dismissed due to 
lack of cooperation from the accuser. Why 
not file a lawsuit when there are no repercus-
sions for making false accusations and when 
you have nothing but time on your hands?

Decorated, dedicated officers
The most active officers, with the most 

arrests, most likely would receive the most 
complaints. In this case, Officers Della 
Donna and Pataky, with well over 4,000 
arrests combined, are among the most active 
and decorated cops not only in Yonkers, but 
in Westchester County and beyond.

Since joining the Yonkers Police 
Department in 2007, Officer Alex Della 
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Donna has received more than 60 awards 
for outstanding police work. In fact, that 
publication will be recognizing Alex’s efforts 
for the third time this coming May with yet 
another Journal News award. His tremen-
dous efforts as a police officer have resulted 
in more than 2,000 arrests and have resulted 
in the recovery of more than 150 firearms. 
These numbers are both astounding and 
unprecedented.

Police Officer Billy Pataky, who joined 

the department in 1998, is also the recipient 
of roughly 60 awards. Billy has participated 
in well over 2,000 arrests and has helped 
take 30 firearms off the street. His dedica-
tion to protecting the people of Yonkers was 
evident when he saved a man’s life by pulling 
him off the train tracks while a train was 
bearing down and when while off duty, he 
pursued and captured a gang member who 
was armed with a handgun.

These officers, like most members of 
the YPD, have put their lives on the line 

time and time again to protect the people 
they serve. That is not to say that we are 
perfect and incapable of the occasional 
misstep. However, we deserve the benefit 
of the doubt. When our accusers are crimi-
nals, some of whom have spent their lives 
harming innocent people and helping to 
destroy neighborhoods, you have to question 
their credibility.

Department achievements ignored
For a more complete picture of these 

officers, we must fully consider all of their 
efforts and achievements, not just a handful 
of accusations. The same goes for the Yonkers 

Police Department. I know that I speak for 
the majority of the men and women of the 
YPD when I say that we are long overdue 
for an in-depth article on all of the positive 
work we do, not just the occasional blurb in 
the back pages.

How about reporting on the incredible 
charitable efforts of the men and women 
of the YPD, which has resulted in raising 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. Some of 
the charities we’ve helped include the St. 
Baldrick’s Foundation whose goal is to cure 
pediatric cancer, and Yonkers’ own Elizabeth 
Seton Pediatric Center, just to name a couple.

It would also be nice to see an in-depth 
article on the dramatic crime reduction 
that has been achieved in Yonkers due to 
the efforts of police officers like Alex Della 
Donna and Billy Pataky. Since 2012, major 
crime is down more than 20 percent and 
Yonkers continues to be one of the safest 
cities of its size. This trend continues in 
2014, with a 21 percent reduction in major 
crime. A reduction in crime like this does not 
happen by accident and it would be nice to 
see credit given where credit is due.

Detective Keith Olson is president of the Yonkers 
Police Benevolent Association.

OP-ED

Yonkers Police Serve Our City
Continued from page 4

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
We start this week on 
a serious note… April 
is Distracted Driving 
Awareness month, “One 
text or call could wreck 

it all,” so please take note and never text 
while driving. Here is this week’s edition 
of “News & Notes.”

Time to once again lace up our 
sneakers and get ready for the Go the 
Distance Walk on Sunday, May 4th 
to support the Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital at Westchester Medical Center 
from 8am-12 Noon.

Everyone’s favorite rides and fun 
foods return to the St. Patrick’s Parish 
Carnival, held on the grounds of St. 
Patrick’s School in Bedford on May 
13-18. The annual event celebrating 40 
years this year, is a fundraiser for educa-
tional and charitable ministries of the 
Parish. A friendly hint: easy on the cotton 
candy and sausage and peppers before 
riding the Scrambler...

The Northern Star Quilters Club 
presents its 35th annual quilt show 
at Kennedy Catholic High School in 
Somers on Saturday, May 3rd, starting at 
10:00am. The show includes an exhibition 
of traditional and art quilts, lectures by 
Sue Nickels and Mark Lipinski, an invita-
tional exhibit of modern quilts by Cherri 
House, demonstrations, a silent auction of 
small wall hangings, and over 30 vendors. 
Raffle prizes include a beautiful mem-
bers-made quilt with proceeds to benefit 

the charity “Abilities Beyond Disabilities.”
Here’s an event you won’t want 

to miss, “An Evening at the Kentucky 
Derby,” the Neighbor Link of Northern 
Westchester’s Annual Festival De 
Primavera being held May 3rd, at the 
Trump National Golf Club.

I’m the bug “squasher” at our house, 
so you know I’ll be at the “Don’t Bug Me: 
Preemptive Insect Preparation” workshop 
being held at Hilltop Hanover Farm in 
Yorktown Heights on April 26th.

Add a little culture to your after-
noon… on Sunday, April 27th, at 2pm, 
the Music Conservatory of Westchester 
will present a free concert at the North 
Castle Public Library’s Whippoorwill 
Hall featuring works by Beethoven, Bach, 
and more. This will be an entertaining and 
educational concert for the whole family; 
and did I mention that it is free?

On April 25th, Grand Prix New York 
will host the Second Annual 90-minute 
endurance race to benefit “Project Yellow 
Light,” an organization that promotes 
awareness of the dangers of distracted 
driving. The National Safety Council has 
designated April as Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month and States have taken 
up the cause, putting tougher laws in place 
to discourage distracted driving.  

Currently in its 16th season and the 
recipient of the Westchester County 
2012 Arts Organization of the Year 
Award, Taconic Opera will be perform-
ing the world premiere performance and 
professional recording of the oratorio 
“Jonah” by the company’s General and 

Artistic Director, Dan Montez. The 
public response to last spring’s premiere of 
another of Montez’s bible–inspired ora-
torios, “Enoch,” was so positive that the 
composer decided it was time to intro-
duce audiences to “Jonah,” complete with 
full orchestra, opera soloists and the full 
chorus of the Taconic Opera.

The company will be presenting two 
performances of the oratorio in two loca-
tions: Saturday, May 31st at 7:30pm at the 
Ossining United Methodist Church and 
Sunday, June 1st at 3:00pm at the White 
Plains Presbyterian Church.

The Katonah Lewisboro Foundation 
presents an evening filled with food, 
sports, and music “Food Truck and Family 
Fun Friday” on June 6th, at the Lewisboro 
Town Park. The Lewisboro Baseball 
Association will be getting everyone onto 
the fields with a variety of events, the pool 
will be open until 7:30pm, and people can 
dance the night away to the sounds of 
local band, Halfway to Sanity.

My Dad always enjoys this joke, “you 
have the perfect face for radio…” and yes 
our sports show “The Clubhouse” is back 
on WGCH 1490AM, Wednesdays, 7 to 
8pm. My partner PGA Professional Brian 
Crowell just finished doing a great job for 
CBS Sports at The Masters. He and I 
will be celebrating 12 years together this 
season, should be tons of fun… see you 
next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

http://www.cure.edu
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Children’s Animation in VAFI
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Varazdin is a city in nortern 
Croatia, north of Zagreb, 
whose center is near the 
Drava River. It is mainly 
known for its baroque build-

ings, music, textile, food and IT industry. 
For 26 years, the non-profit organization 
VANIMA existed in Varazdin with the 
main activity that of teaching animation 
to children. VANIMA started as a small 
activity focusing on classic animation 
techniques like Stop-Motion, it has since 
matured to host tens of children and youth 
who are creating their own animated films 
with the help of professional animators. 
VANIMA’s current leadership is presided 
by Sandra Malenica and Hrvoje Selec. They 
continued to hold animated film workshops 
until 2010 when they decided to also launch 
VAFI, the International Children and 

Youth Animation Film Festival in Varazdin 
in order to host animated films made by 
children and youth under eighteen years of 

age coming from throughout the world.
VAFI was founded with the desire to 

make Varazdin a place where children and 
professionals could exchange their experi-
ences and be a safe place for new friendships 
to be nurtured beyond their own countries 
and where children and young people enjoy 
films while learning to interact and associate 
with one another at the same time. VAFI 
engages one Varazdin school in partnership 
with one country, this year it is France. In so 
doing, tolerance, friendships and learning 
are initiated between disparate cultures, 
languages, what have you, among young 
people, bringing about a festival for films 
and children; not just about prizes. VAFI 
JUNIOR has three competitive categories 
divided by their authors’ ages; VAFI MINI 
for children under ten; VAFI MIDI for 
children from 11 to 14 years of age; and VAFI 
MAXI for youth from 15 to 18 years. Each 

category has one first and four equal second 
prizes. Back in 2010, when this concept was 
initiated, VAFI Festival got the first prize 

for the most innovative and creative project 
in Croatia. In this year’s 5th rendition, con-
ducted from April 22-27, 2014, VAFI will 
continue to screen animated films by profes-

sional artists made for children and youth in 
a special section called VAFI SENIOR that 
will be initiated for the first time. It will also 
have three categories divided by the ages of 
the recipient: MINI for children under ten, 
MIDI for children from 11 to 14 years, and 
MAXI for youth from 15 to 18 years old. 
Juries of VAFI JUNIOR in the 5th VAFI 
include Animator, Professor Anastasia 
Dimitra, from Greece; Animation Director 
Darko Krec, from Croatia; and Film Critic 
and Curator Sherif Awad, from Egypt. The 
prizes for the new VAFI SENIOR will be 
given by a jury of children and youth, all 
members of VANIMA.

VAFI has many other activities, such as 
exhibitions, lectures, and workshops. “This 
year, VAFI will have two animation work-
shops”, advised Sandra Malenica. “One 
workshop will be led by Studio DA from 
Russia, and another will led by a Croatian 
animator. There will also be a comic 

workshop, and an illustration workshop – 
both led by famous Croatians in the field. 
We will also see how to make 3D anima-
tion and infuse animation with puppets. 

A Roundtable on Pedagogical aspects of 
working with children on animation will 
also be held. I think that VAFI SENIOR 
and VAFI JUNIOR are interesting initia-
tives where children’s animation is qualified 
by adults and professional films are qualified 
by the children who act like the colleagues 
of grownups”.

Besides the promotion of children’s cre-
ativity, VAFI also presents different aspects 
of animation through partners like the 
Borivoj Dovnikovic Bordo, the Los Angeles 
International Children’s Film Festival, Japan, 
and MTV Croatia. This year, VAFI presents 
French animation through a program dedi-
cated to the children and adults. “Let’s say 
only that we will see the classic King and the 
Mocking Bird – one of the best films ever 
made from which Miyazaki gained inspira-
tion and Logorama, the short film which 
received the 2010 Oscar”, continued Sandra 
Malenica. “VAFI will also be presented by 

AAA Studio, from France, the oldest club 
in the world dealing with animation and 
children. A short animated movie on France 
will also be made during VAFI”.

“The jury are also quite impressive”, 
explains Sandra Malenica. “Anastasia 
Dimitra, is the president of the ASIFA 
Workshop Group and Jury President of 
VAFI 5. AWG is part of ASIFA organiza-
tion, the oldest organization of animators in 
the world, which was founded in Cannes in 
1962. AWG gathers leaders from all over the 
world who work with children and youth 
on animated films. We will also be receiving 
Nicolas Bougère, the representative of AAA 
Studio and Owen Chan from Hong Kong, a 
regular guest of VAFI who will lecture about 
making 3D with children”.

Animation in Croatia has a long tra-
dition, Croatia got the first Oscar in 1962 
which was the first given outside of USA”, 
remembers Hrvoje Selec. “It was for the 
animated movie Ersatz made by Dusan 
Vukotic in 1961. Vukotić was part of the 

Zagreb Animation School which was very 
popular at the time. Nowadays, animation 
is getting back on the old tracks. We have a 
Department of Animation at the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Zagreb, one of the biggest 
animation festivals in world – Animafest 
Zagreb and a lot of studios for profession-
als and amateurs including the ones for 
children”.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
( http://varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132 ) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com ).

VAFI awards.Guests from Taiwan representing the film ‘Chinese White Dolphins Fighting for 
the Oceans’ in 2014.

Sandra Malencia and Hrvoje Selec.

VAFI 5 poster.

Karla Skok and Manuel Lazar, members of Creative Film Studio VANIMA, helping on a 
workshop during VAFI

http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
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By MARK JEFFERS
One of the trickiest tasks 
for us this winter season is 
storing the Christmas deco-
rations in our garage while 
making room for the cars 

so we can plow our driveway. Good news to 
report… Frosty and Santa are now driving 
our car, but we made enough room to shut 
the door… Kudos to my wife. It was her 
planning that allowed me to finish up this 
week’s edition of “News & Notes.”

A big thank you goes out to the 
Lions Club of Bedford Hills for their $500 
donation to the Bedford Hills Free Library 
to benefit youth programs.

Grab your X’s, Q’s and Z’s and head 
over to the Katonah Memorial House 
on January 11th for the Katonah Scrabble 
Tournament. Everyone is asked to register in 
advance, equipment and score sheets will be 
provided.

The Katonah Museum of Art is holding 
six-session art workshops for children 3 
to 5 five years of age through January 21st. 
For more information give them a call at 
914-232-9555.

The Pound Ridge Library is holding 

a winter forum on Saturday, January 11th, 
“Wild Flowers of the Wetlands and 
Waysides? What Are We Losing? What 
Can We Use?”

Congratulations and good luck to our 
friend Kenny Hayden as he has signed on 
with the University of Albany to play baseball 
and further his education next year…

The first of the 2014 Home Gardening 
Lecture Series at the Anthony Veteran Park 
in Ardsley will be “Right Tree in the Right 
Place, with Amy Albam.”

On Saturday, January 11th, the 
Armstrong Education Center will host a 
workshop on the Wild Suburbia Project 
from 10am to Noon. This project captures 
important information about local wildlife, 
their movement, and interactions. All are 
encouraged to become citizen scientists and 
help record sightings of all the wildlife here 
in Westchester County.

If you have a need for speed and it 
seems the way my daughters drive, then you 
will want to check out Grand Prix’s newest 
addition for racing enthusiasts of all ages. 
It features an 80 foot long slot track with 
adjustable speeds, promising fun for racers 
of all ages. Drivers are able to design and 
build their own custom NASCAR body in 

GPNY’s Art Garage and then head for the 
slot track. “Slot car racing is a logical exten-
sion to our existing racing-related offerings 
and fits very well with our long term goal 
of making Grand Prix a destination where 
families, friends and corporate groups can 
enjoy time together doing whatever it is they 
love, all under one roof.” said Grand Prix 
New York’s Vice President Nat Mundy.

The Orpheus Chamber Orchestra will 
be celebrating their 40th birthday with a 
concert on January 26th at the Performing 
Arts Center at Purchase College.

A very well deserved celebration is set 
for January 25th as Bedford 2020 will hold 
a Community Celebration honoring Lee 
Roberts for 20 years of service for the town.

You know I will be in attendance at this 
beer lover’s dream-come-true event... the Big 
Brew NY Beer Festival at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains on February 
8th. There will be over 200 different brews to 
try; I’m getting thirsty already…

Calling all tweens and teens, come and 
make an awesome and adorable Penguin 
Backpack Nametag from Duct Tape at The 
Field Library in Peekskill on January 27th. It 
is a perfect wintery way to personalize any of 
your bags, backpacks, or luggage. All supplies 

are included free of charge; for middle and 
high school age.

Representative Sean Patrick Maloney 
will be the keynote speaker at the Antioch 
Baptist Church’s annual Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Banquet on Friday, January 10th, 
at 7pm. Contact the church office at 914-
241-0189 for ticket information.

If Donald Trump runs for governor, 
can I become the new host of “Celebrity 
Apprentice”? See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

CommunitySection

BLACKSMITHING

Continued from page 4
Top Ten Trends of 2014 - A Year of Extremes
pulled out from under them as they will 
continue to be for the foreseeable future the 
citizens of Slavelandia will have no recourse 
but action. The fast-food worker strikes of 
2013, seeking a higher minimum wage, 
were just a mild taste of what is to come. 
Learn more in the Winter Trends Journal.

The New Altruism: Several burgeon-
ing trends identified for 2014 will coalesce 
in a welcome trend toward selfless concern 
for the wellbeing of others and an interest 
in the common good. Across the age 
divide, from people in their youth to those 
of advanced years, the search for meaning 
will intensify and become more widespread 
in response to waning resources, want, and 
an over-commodified culture. As despair 
quietly takes more prisoners, Doing Good 
will be recognized as the key to escape.

Ironically, the Internet that has been 

much maligned for currying narcissism 
will make the donation of money, time 
and talents so easy that people will be able 
to enact their better natures without resis-
tance. Be they Boomers in renaissance or 
populists in revolt, people will discover and 
expand the humanist side of globalism and 
act accordingly. See why in the Top Trends 
of 2014 Winter edition of the Trends 
Journal.

Private Health Goes Public: While 
the world focused on the blockbuster 
NSA surveillance revelations and other 
cyber-snooping episodes of 2013, another 
powerful trend line was firmly planted: 
Your health data has been progressively 
mined, assembled and made accessible to a 
widening group of interested parties.

While signing up for the Affordable 
Care Act brought some attention to this 
developing trend, around the globe, data 
on individuals’ health status, behaviors, 

prescriptions and even their genetic indi-
cators have been funneled to a wide range 
of databases. Those databases have many 
purposes and a growing number of hands 
on them.

The positive and negative implica-
tions of this trend are equally powerful. 
Individuals and their health care providers 
can more easily tie vital physical data with 
worldwide medical databases to anticipate 
and potentially prevent disease. But, in 
the wrong hands, the data can be used to 
exploit, damage and take advantage of indi-
viduals and their families. Security concerns 
will rise in equal importance with the 
potential benefits of this critical trend line.

What does this mean for you, your 
family, or your business? The Winter Trends 
Journal will provide the answers.

Boomer Renaissance Arrives: 
Distinct and strengthening economic, life-
style and societal determinants are building 
a creative foundation for the older popula-
tion as it discovers new approaches to work 

and finds long-elusive contentment in the 
process.

You already know that older workers, 
seeing their retirement plans shattered, have 
to work beyond traditional retirement years. 
You also know that those same economic 
dynamics are forcing aging Boomers to 
entirely rethink retirement. And, of course, 
you know that as Boomers are living longer, 
traditional thinking about retirement has 
been stood on its head. What you might 
not realize is how these factors are compel-
ling Boomers to unearth potent creative 
energies not only to survive, but to realize 
potential that evaded them in traditional 
work roles.

In 2014, we will see growing evidence 
of this Boomer Renaissance, accentuated by 
waves of self-guided entrepreneurism that 
alchemizes commerce, survival and self-
actualization into a new world and self view. 
The Winter Trends Journal will explore this 
compelling 2014 trend in depth.

Digital Learning Explodes: Fears 

that online educational platforms fall short 
of providing depth and effectiveness in the 
learning experience will all but disappear. 
Across the entire educational spectrum, 
online learning will expand to include not 
only course instruction, but also a wealth 
of real-life learning experience, with con-
siderable participation by the skills-hungry 
business community.

For individuals, educational institu-
tions, industries, small businesses and 
up-and-coming entrepreneurs, the impli-
cations are enormous. From traditional 
degree-based education to very specific 
micro skills-based learning, this trend line 
explodes. The Trends Research Institute 
will break down the implications for indi-
viduals, business professionals and a range 
of industries in its Winter Trends Journal.

Learn more about Gerald Celente and 
Trends Research Institute online at 
www.TrendsResearch.com or by calling 
1-845.331.3500.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

Continued on page 8

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

Sustainable Playland Slowly Raises the White Flag of Defeat
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By NANCY KING
Sometimes you can fight 
“City Hall” and actually 
make a difference. That 
is what a small group of 
Rye residents and a few 

members of the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators (WCBoL) learned this 
week. After months of legal wrangling it 
sure does seems as though the non- profit 
group Sustainable Playland (SPI) is just 
about ready to walk away from the project. 
Chosen by Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino back in 2012, the civic-com-
mercial partnership was created to make 
the aging park profitable while relieving 
the county from its duty of being in the 
amusement park business. The group was 
also charged with coming up with a plan 
to make Playland a year round destination 
rather than a seasonable one. After years of 
behind closed door meetings with whatever 
elected official d’jour happened to be in 
office, SPI finally presented a plan that had 
residents not only from Rye shaking their 
heads, but county residents at large doing 
the same thing.

According to SPI, the silver bullet that 
would save Playland and make it more prof-
itable would come in the form of an athletic 
field house that was to have been 95,000 
sq. ft. in size. In case you’re wondering just 
how large an edifice of that size really is, 
this visual should put it in perspective for 
you…one could park two 747 airplanes in a 
building that size! And to build a structure 
that large, the group proposed it should be 
built in the present Playland parking lot. 

Naturally you would need to cut the current 
parking spaces by 40% but who needs 
parking when you’ve put all your eggs in the 
fieldhouse’s basket and none in the basket 
of Playland at large?

The proposal raised an automatic red 
flag. Parking for park visitors would be 
greatly diminished and if that were the case, 
did Sustainable Playland really have the 
best interest of those visitors in mind who 
may not be of the same socio-economic 
stature as those members of SPI? Red flag 
number two raised the question why this 
group would propose building a field house 
of that magnitude right smack dab in the 
middle of a FEMA flood zone? With the 
amount of flooding that occurs in Rye, a 
proposal like this is just plain dumb. Didn’t 
the county just finish making final repairs to 
the damage incurred by Superstorm Sandy 
earlier this month? And just who would be 
using this indoor sports club? Members 
who would pay hefty membership fees for 
the privilege of kicking a soccer ball about 
in a climate controlled astro turf field. It sure 
wasn’t intended to be a recreation center for 
Rye or county residents. It was intended to 
attract those who could afford a high-end 
sports facility. What would happen if we 
drop into another recession; you can be 
darn sure that the high-end private field 
house would suddenly become available to 
a host of other groups to rent.

The final red flag was the fact that 
SPI never accounted for the impact that 
this building would have on the neighbors 
who have property on the perimeter of the 
parking lot. Shouldn’t this impact be a part 
of a comprehensive environmental plan?

SPI never seemed to address what 
they were actually going to do to rehab 
the amusement portion of the park. Sure, 
the rides that had been designated historic 
would remain, but most of the other rides 
would have to be removed to make way 
for a small scale water park. What they 
did admit to is that SPI had no experience 
in the amusement park business. That’s 
another huge red flag. Central Amusements 
and Standard Amusements both submitted 
plans to the County but were passed over 
during the vetting process to find a group 
to re-invent Playland. Wonder why? I bet 
those two companies wonder why as well.

So now we have an April 9th letter 
from SPI asking how to proceed. If you 
read between the lines, it reads like a we quit 
letter. Throw in Rye City Mayor Joe Sack 
and his board now asking to be the lead 
agency for the re-invention of the park and 
you now have a project that appears to be 
back at square one. SPI has clearly thrown 
the ball back in Astorino’s court, and the 
park, which Astorino claims hemorrhages 
money, is set to open for the season in a 
few weeks. The county is once again at the 
helm and the communications depart-
ment is at the ready to issue this season’s 
media release advising Playland has lost 
another $3 - $5 million again. Even Mike 
Kaplowitz, chairman of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators agrees that 
Sustainable Playland is looking for a way 

to bow out of the project as the WCBoL 
is getting ready to take a vote concerning 
the future of the park on May 13th. All 
that Kaplowitz and the rest of the board 
(along with the rest of us) want from SPI 
are answers as to why there hasn’t been a 
full environmental review, how they would 
pay off their debt and their total vision for 
the park in the future. All of these questions 
could have been easily addressed by answer-
ing the questions put forth in the Playland 
Improvement Plan. Failing to do so makes 

Sustainable Playland and Westchester 
County Executive Astorino look disin-
genuous about their plans from the get go.

So it seems it is now time to start 
playing the funeral dirge for Sustainable 
Playland. For the amount of time, money 
and political posturing that started back 
in 2009 with Astorino’s initial campaign 
for County Executive, we could have res-
urrected and built the Rye to Oyster Bay 
Bridge.

Nancy King is a freelancer residing in 
Westchester County.

FINANCES

Private Equity Funds Can Boost 
Returns and Cut Risk, But Close 
Scrutiny is Critical

By HENRY STIMPSON
Adding private equity funds 
to your portfolio can lead to 
higher returns and lower risk 
over the long term, says Paul 
Jacobs, chief investment 

officer of Scarsdale-based Palisades Hudson 
Financial Group, but selecting a private fund 
takes much more due diligence than select-
ing a mutual fund.

Private equity funds are typically limited 
partnerships with a lifespan of about 10 
years. Some have a minimum investment 
as low as $100,000 and are available to ordi-
narily affluent people; some are only for the 
ultra-wealthy.

“For the right investor, the rewards can 
be substantial,” Jacobs says.

Private fund managers can take a 
more active role with the companies they 

http://www.TrendsResearch.com
http://www.citycarting.net
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acquire and potentially wring out higher 
returns than mutual fund managers. They 
use “leverage” (borrowing), which can make 
for higher returns. Using leverage, the funds 
buy up companies, and the manager looks to 
markedly improve operations and profits, he 
says.

“Look for managers who generate 
returns by making significant operational 
improvements to portfolio companies, rather 
than those who rely on excessive leverage, 
which adds risk,” Jacobs says. “However, with 
judicious use of leverage, a skilled manager 
can deliver excellent results.”

Because these funds are illiquid no one 
should invest in them unless he or she can 
easily handle funds being tied up for 10 years 
or more, he says.

“Dig deeply into the manager’s invest-
ment strategy to understand it, be fully aware 

of the particular risks involved, and identify 
any potential red flags,” Jacobs advises. 
“Understand the manager’s strategy and 
ensure that nothing about it worries you.”

Find out how the manager’s previous 
fund portfolios were structured and how 
they expect the current fund to be structured 
and diversified, he adds. How many portfo-
lio companies does the manager expect to 
own, and what is the maximum amount of 
the portfolio that can be invested in any one 
company? A more concentrated portfolio 
will carry the potential for higher returns, but 
also more risk.

Most private equity managers charge 
a typical 2 percent annual management fee 
and 20 percent “carried interest.” This is the 
share of the ultimate profit, often above 
a specified “hurdle rate,” that goes to the 
manager before the remaining profits are 
divided with investors. Avoid managers who 
charge more than 20 percent carried interest, 

Jacobs says.
Be skeptical of funds that do not 

provide annual audited financial statements 
or that cannot clearly answer questions about 
where they store their cash balances. Feel free 
to visit the manager’s office and ask for a tour.

An Open Secret: Negotiate
“The more or less open secret in the 

private equity industry is that everything is 
negotiable. See if you can negotiate lower 
fees or a reduced minimum commitment if 
desired,” Jacobs says.

Investment advisers now have more 
tools that make it easier to find how much 
of a manager’s return was attributable to 
expertise and operational improvements to 
portfolio companies, and how much to the 
macroeconomic environment or leverage.

“Some managers aren’t able or willing 
to provide this information, but for those 
who are, it can be very helpful in providing a 

clear measure of how much value a manager 
added,” Jacobs says.

How much should investors place in 
private equity funds? A rough rule is 10 
percent to 20 percent, but some people have 
the risk tolerance and liquidity allowing for 
higher allocations, he says.

“But for other clients, even those with 
large portfolios, we may not recommend any 
private equity at all,” he adds. “The decision is 
very individualized.”

Investors should narrow the field to a 
private fund manager who has a strong track 
record, provides sufficient transparency and 
has generated returns due to expertise, not 
luck, Jacobs says.

“It’s a daunting job for amateurs. Hiring 
a fee-only investment advisor with a track 
record of choosing private equity funds can 
be a smart move,” he says.

These funds have higher risk of 

incurring large losses, or even a complete loss 
of principal, than do mutual funds, so due 
diligence is doubly important.

Palisades Hudson has more than 15 
years of experience evaluating private equity 
funds. Paul Jacobs, Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP®), is based in the firm’s 
Atlanta office.

Palisades Hudson (www.palisadeshudson.com) 
is a fee-only financial planning firm and invest-
ment adviser based in Scarsdale, N.Y., with 
$1.3 billion under management. It offers invest-
ment management, estate planning, insurance 
consulting, retirement planning, cross-border 
planning, business valuation and appraisal, 
family-office and business management, tax 
preparation, and executive financial planning. 
Branch offices are in Atlanta, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., and Portland, Oregon.  Follow on Twitter: 
@palisadeshudson.

Henry Stimpson is president of Stimpson 
Communications, a public relations firm.

Continued from page 7
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MELINDA’S GARDEN

By MELINDA MYERS
All that’s needed is 
some potting mix, 
fertilizer, plants and 
a container with 
drainage holes.   A 

fifteen to twenty-four inch diameter 
pot or twenty-four to thirty-six inch 
long window box is a good starting size.  
Bigger containers hold more plants and 
moisture longer, so it can be watered 
less frequently.

Check containers daily and water 
thoroughly as needed.   Self-watering 
pots need less frequent watering, 
allowing busy gardeners and travelers 
the opportunity to grow plants in pots 
with minimal care.

Fill the container with a well-
drained potting mix.   Read the label 
on the container mix bag. Add a slow 
release organic nitrogen fertilizer, like 
Milorganite ( www.milorganite.com 
), at planting for better results with 
less effort.   It provides small amounts 
of nutrients throughout most of the 
season and eliminates the need to mix and 
water in fertilizer throughout the growing 
season. Sprinkle a bit more on the soil 
surface midseason or when changing out 
your plantings.

Mix colorful flowers with nutritious 
vegetables for attractive, healthy results. 
Bright Lights Swiss Chard, pansies (their 

flowers are edible), colorful leaf lettuce, 
spinach, radishes, and trailing ivy make a 
great cool season combination.  Fresh-from-
the-container-garden vegetables make the 
best tasting salads and the greens provide 
Vitamins A and C as well as calcium.  Use 
the pansy flowers to dress up a salad or 
frozen in ice cubes for an added gourmet 
touch to beverages.

For summer, use a tomato, 
pepper, eggplant or peas, beans, 
and cucumbers trained on a 
trellis.   All are packed full of 
nutrients and make a great 
vertical accent. Surround the 
towering vegetables with purple 
basil, tri-color sage, carrots, beets 
and a colorful trailing annual 
like verbena, lantana, or bidens.

Don’t forget to squeeze 
in a few onions or garlic.   The 
fragrant foliage can be decora-
tive and these vegetables help 
lower blood sugar and choles-
terol, while aiding in digestion.

So be creative and add a 
few small-scale, attractive veg-
etables high in nutritional value 
to a variety of containers this 
season.

 Gardening expert, TV/radio host, 
author & columnist Melinda 
Myers has more than 30 years of 
horticulture experience and has 
written over 20 gardening books, 

including Can’t Miss Small Space Gardening. 
She hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden Moment segments. 
Myers is also a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers’ web site, 
www.melindamyers.com, offers gardening 
videos and tips.

Don’t let a lack of time or space get in the way of gardening your way to a healthy lifestyle.  Plant 
a container of nutritious vegetables and herbs.  Include a few planters on the front porch, back 

patio or right outside the kitchen door.

Grow a Nutritious Garden in a Pot 

file:///C:/Users/SH/Downloads/www.palisadeshudson.com
http://www.milorganite.com/
http://www.milorganite.com
http://www.melindamyers.com/
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Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11th
  

      
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” 
Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES  2 PARTY ROOMS AVAIL. SEATING 75 & 100
 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

GOVERNMENT

Government As Innovator? You Bet!
By LEE H. HAMILTON
Five years ago, the federal 
government spent $169 
billion to fund basic 
research and development. 
This fiscal year, it’s down to 

$134 billion.
People who believe in public belt-

tightening applaud drops like that. I 
understand why: there are many reasons 
to reduce government spending. But in 
this case they’re wrong. We need to boost 
the government’s investment in R&D, not 
slash it.

Let’s begin with the federal govern-
ment’s record, which is nothing short of 
impressive. The bar codes that revolution-
ized inventory control and tracking were 
developed with a grant from the National 
Science Foundation. Google’s founders 
depended on government grants for their 
early research into search algorithms. 

Computer touch-screens, computer-aided 
design, GPS navigation, voice-activated 
“virtual assistants,” the internet — all 
based on government research or funds. 
So were key advancements in agriculture 
(including the “easy-care cotton” you’ll find 
in your permanent-press slacks), the hori-
zontal drilling techniques that have turned 
the U.S. into a natural-gas powerhouse, 
and many life-saving pharmaceuticals.

The plain truth is that much of the 
research that catalyzes and accelerates 
technological advance is too risky, too slow 
to pay off, or too expensive for the private 
sector to undertake. “Today, the scope, 
duration and cost of breakthrough research 
is either beyond the private sector’s corpo-
rate and philanthropic resources or outside 
its profit model,” wrote Teresa Tritch in 
The New York Times last year.

This is not welcome news for market 
absolutists, but clearly there is a gov-
ernment role to play in underpinning 

economic dynamism. Mariana Mazzucato, 
a British economist who last year pub-
lished a bracing book on the subject, 
“The Entrepreneurial State,” argues that 
federal government programs such as 
Small Business Innovation Research and 
the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency have provided far more funding 
for early-stage technology companies than 
private venture capital has done.

Mazzucato writes, “Not only has 
government funded the riskiest research, 
whether applied or basic, but it has indeed 
often been the source of the most radical, 
path-breaking types of innovation. To this 
extent it has actively created markets, not 
just fixed them.”

There is no question that there will be 
waste in research and development, just as 
private corporations sometimes veers onto 
the wrong track. All you need do is think 
back to 2012 and the scandal surrounding 
Solyndra, the Silicon Valley-based solar 

panel manufacturer that collapsed, leaving 
taxpayers on the hook for $535 million in 
federal loan guarantees.

Opponents of public spending often 
seize on cases like this to make their point 
— conveniently forgetting that Apple, too, 
benefited not just from the government 
research that created many of the technol-
ogies it uses, but from early support from 
the Small Business Investment Company 
program.

The point is not that government 
investment in research and development is 
better or worse than private-sector invest-
ment, but that collaboration between 
government and industry puts us in a 
stronger position competitively than either 
sector acting alone. Both are needed to 
solve big problems.

Which is why the cuts we’re seeing 
in federal R&D spending are so alarming. 
We’re already down to a level of funding 
last seen over a decade ago, and a study 
last year by the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science sees some 
$53 billion in federal R&D investment 

at risk if the sequester remains in place 
for another three years. It is impossible to 
know how many new products and even 
new industries won’t get developed as a 
result, but it’s certainly safe to say that the 
U.S. economy — and we as Americans — 
will bear the cost of these unspent dollars 
well into the future.

We live in an era of pervasive anti-
government sentiment. There is no 
question, as I have argued many times 
before, that both Congress and the execu-
tive branch need to improve their game 
and learn how to become more effective 
and less wasteful of both time and money. 
But the importance of federal spending 
on research and development is undeni-
able. At a time when we as a nation face 
mounting economic challenges and a raft 
of eager business competitors, cutting 
investment in R&D, rather than expand-
ing it, is foolhardy.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

South Salem Resident’s Mental Health Rights Trampled by Mental Health System
HEALTH

By RICH MONETTI
In the wake of Virginia 
Tech, a college would not 
be criticized for exercising 
caution on re-admitting 
a student who was invol-

untarily hospitalized, attempted suicide 
within that time frame, and was forcibly 
medicated upon court order. But there 
comes a time when standard procedure 
encroaches on the violation of individual 
civil rights – especially if the specific 
claims are not investigated and institu-
tions simply defer to the professionals in 
question. Emily Pierce of South Salem 
knows this all too well, as she seeks a 
platform for an injustice on just this order.

Pierce has long been diagnosed with 
Major Depressive Disorder and PTSD. 
Last February, the Fordham University 
Social Work student was having a tough 
time getting through the weekend. Her 
doctor was out of town, and she needed 
someone to talk to.

Exercising the appropriate action, 
Pierce called the police and freely left 
herself open to be admitted to a hospital 
so the difficulties could be passed under 
supervision. Somehow in the discourse 
between the NYS Trooper and New York 
Presbyterian Hospital in White Plains, 

Pierce’s cry for help was miscommuni-
cated from needing a safe place to, “she 
wants to drive her car into a ditch.”

Thus, the involuntary hospitalization 
alluded to at the start ensued.

But since admittance was her top 
priority, Pierce deferred in her own right. 
As such, Dr. Xiaolei Baran, the attending 
physician, initially wanted to discharge 
Pierce but her therapist overruled.

Pierce then asked for something to 
help her sleep. Dr. Baran prescribed an 
anti-psychotic to address the insomnia. In 
turn, Pierce raised concerns that anti-psy-
chotics in the past had elevated her anxiety 
and produced suicidal tendencies.

Falling on the deaf ears of Dr. Baran 
and allowing for no tapering off period for 
the medication that was being changed, 
Pierce reluctantly went along. Two days 
later, Pierce attempted to hang herself.

In the aftermath, Dr. Baran prescribed 
another medication that had similar 
side effects and again Pierce reluctantly 
complied. With no change in the level of 
anxiety, Pierce now refused medication.

“Dr. Baran’s response was nothing 
short of medieval,” Pierce asserts. “If you 
don’t take the meds, we’re going to propose 
Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT), and if 
you refuse ECT, we’re going to take you to 

court,” Pierce recollects Dr. Baran telling 
her.

Pierce did not go along and Dr. Baran 
re-diagnosed her suffering Schizoaffective 
Disorder (abbreviated as SZA or SAD), 
a mental disorder characterized by disor-
dered thought process (called psychosis). 
“The staff then began to badger and harass 
Pierce in hopes of verifying Dr. Baran’s 
diagnosis,” advised Pierce. “I was tor-
mented by questions trying to show I was 
paranoid.”

“They even forced me to shower with 
the door open to unhinge my mind set,” 
contends Pierce.

“In court, Dr. Baran was allowed to be 
evasive with her answers and was mostly 
out of line with what the hospital’s medical 
records showed,” Pierce emphasized. “Dr. 
Baran also alleged I had a history of 
abusing alcohol and anti-anxiety medica-
tions,” contested Pierce. “She basically said 
I was a drug addict,” Pierce.

Of course, those in Pierce’s situation 
are easily dismissed, and the outcome 
was decided in her doctor’s favor. In what 
might be considered an admission of 
guilt, Dr. Baran proceeded to prescribe 
a non-therapeutic dose of the problem-
atic medication that the court mandated. 

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
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“That’s illegal,” Pierce emphatically.
Nonetheless, Pierce was soon released 

returning to the medication regimen that 
her own doctor had previously prescribed. 
“Fordham University’s subsequent actions 
then added insult to injury,” shared Pierce.

Informing Fordham herself that she 

was out of class because of her psychiat-
ric condition, the situation escalated as 
someone from the hospital released the 
records of Pierce’s stay to the Dean’s office 
without her consent. “Again, the law was 
broken,” advised Pierce.

Fordham will not readmit Pierce 
without the total release of her medical 

records.
As such, Pierce’s lawyer, Andrea 

Risolo, Esq., does not diminish the seri-
ousness of such an invasive action. “She 
has a right to privacy,” Risoli asserts.

Several semesters thereafter, Pierce 
seeks and awaits a compromise with 
the school through the Department of 

Education and the Office of Civil Rights. 
But Pierce’s vision extends beyond the 
injustice perpetrated on her. “The system 
tramples over people’s rights, and I want 
to speak for those who cannot advocate 
for themselves as easily as I can,” she 
concludes.

Dr Baran did not respond to several 

phone calls to give her side of the story.
Pierce acknowledge the help of NYS 

Senator Greg Ball, and the letter he wrote 
to the Department of Justice on her behalf, 
as well as the attentiveness Representative 
Sean Patrick Maloney has given her case.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

South Salem Resident’s Mental Health Rights Trampled by Mental Health System

HEALTH

Continued from page 9

Return to Eden: Satan’s Busted Playbook
MORAL RELATIVISM

By LUKE HAMILTON
Moral relativism is the 
idea that there is no such 
thing as Good and Evil. 
Things which I consider 
to be good might not be 

considered good by you, likewise with 
evil. Everything is relative, morally. It’s 
a position typically held by those who 
consider themselves to be open-minded 
and tolerant. They wear their moral rela-
tivism proudly and enjoy using it as a 
club whenever someone questions their 
beliefs or behavior. In a morally-relative 
framework, Good and Evil are reduced 
to a series of differing opinions. This idea 
runs rampant in many parts of our culture 
today. It’s the predominant moral frame-
work held by the ruling class in academia, 
the mainstream media, the entertainment 
industry, large swaths of the legal profes-
sion, and your garden-variety Facebook 
Philosopher.

Simply put, moral relativism is of the 
Devil. This is not hyperbole. From the 
earliest days of recorded history, we know 
that mankind once walked with God and 
spoke to Him without hindrance. Then 

the Enemy tempted Eve, who tempted 
Adam, who disobeyed God’s command-
ment, and got ejected from the Garden. 
In the process, mankind was granted the 
knowledge of Good and Evil as God said 
would happen. What Satan didn’t expect 
was that this plan would backfire terribly. 
Having knowledge of Good and Evil did 
subvert the human race, making them 
rebels from their first breath to their last; 
but it also made Man keenly aware of his 
need for salvation. The knowledge of Evil 
did indeed create a hunger in the heart of 
every person, but having the knowledge 
of Good meant that we would never find 
complete satisfaction in our depravity.

After the Lord’s victory on the cross, 
Lucifer must have realized his mistake. 
Now the utter sinfulness of mankind was 
no longer without remedy. The captivity of 
sin was led captive by the Lamb of God 
and all of those men and women who 
yearned for a restoration of their relation-
ship with God could have it, through the 
shed blood of Immanuel. The Enemy 
must have realized the inevitability of 
God’s checkmate, but remained commit-
ted to obfuscating the path to salvation for 
as many souls as would heed his influence.

The brilliant subterfuge of moral 
relativism proves the diabolical genius of 
the Fallen One. He could never hope to 
outmatch God Almighty, but he sure has 
done a number on humanity. Through 
moral relativism, Satan attempts to walk 
us back into the Garden of Eden without 
the need for atonement or reconciliation. 
Just as he orchestrated events to create 
the awareness of Good and Evil in Adam 
and Eve, he now uses moral relativism to 
erase that knowledge and lead us further 
into God-less complacency. If Good and 
Evil don’t exist, apart from the personal 
and social creation of their existence in 
our minds, then the concept of sin is 
meaningless.

If Good and Evil don’t exist and the 
concept of sin is meaningless, then the 
only purpose God serves is to harsh your 
buzz. There’s no need for a Savior, anyone 
can return to bliss, ignorant of Good and 
Evil, simply by freeing their mind from 
the shackles of absolute morality. If this 
sounds like Oprah, there’s a reason. Satan 
has lost the fight on the battleground of 
logic and reason. He’s decided to focus 
his attacks on logic itself, knowing that 
without the confines of reason, the human 

mind weakens and becomes more sus-
ceptible to subversion. So just as Oprah’s 
new-agers peddle The Secret, the college 
professors push moral relativism; both 
aimed at the same goal: willful ignorance 
of the reality which binds us, in favor of 
the surreality which excites us.

The consequences of this shift are 
immense. Forgetting for a moment the 
eternal ramification of turning a blind 
eye to reconciliation through Christ, we 
are seeing precisely what happens in the 
temporal realm when a mind is stripped 
of all meaning and moral calibration. 
Shall we chalk it up to pure coincidence 
that the increased secularization of our 
society matches the explosion of asocial 
violence in our midst? There have always 
been horrific crimes, starting with Adam’s 
own son; the difference today is that it is 
our children who are committing these 
atrocities. Witnesses to the horrific knife 
attack in Murrysville, Pennsylvania last 
week have described how the attacker 
was “blank faced” while slashing over 20 
different people. His motive has yet to 
be determined. Our children have been 
ingesting the philosophic poison of rela-
tivism for generations now. Many of them 
are empty, aching with desolation and 
despair, possessing no moral inhibitions to 
prevent them from inflicting their pain on 

those around them.
We have a real opportunity to speak to 

the lost and rudderless generations around 
us. They may laugh at the antiquated 
idea of absolute morality, rooted in the 
eternal and unchanging character of God 
Almighty, but they also may seek to learn 
more about this Father Who breathed life 
and meaning into mankind and sent His 
Son to die on our behalf.

“If you neglect to instruct (your 
children) in the way of holiness, will the 
devil neglect to instruct them in the way of 
wickedness?” – John Flavel

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right- 
wing, Christian constitutionalist. When 
not penning columns for ClashDaily. 
com, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands of 
liberty-starved citizens from the progres- 
sive gulags of Illinois to [relative] freedom. 
Hamilton is the creative mind/voice behind 
Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www. 
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his weakness.

PRO-CHOICE

Teens Create PSAs Encouraging Healthy Peer-to-Peer Relationships
Who could possibly connect with teens 
about sex and relationships better than 
other teens?

A dozen high school students from 
White Plains and Yonkers, brought 
together by Planned Parenthood Hudson 
Peconic (PPHP), have created two short 
public service announcements (PSAs) 
to share on the Internet, with the aim of 
encouraging their peers to act responsibly 

and pursue healthy relationships.
The teens, dubbed themselves the 

Original Sex Avengers, spent two months 
choosing the topics to be addressed, wrote 
the scripts, selected the actors, and helped 
a professional crew with the filming. 
The project is part of the MyMediaLife 
program run by Connected Health 
Solutions.

Watch the two final PSAs at www.

pphp.org , read the story of how they 
were created, and check out a video with 
behind-the-scenes footage.

PPHP is promoting the videos 
through its social media sites, website, and 
newsletters, and the Education & Training 
department will use the PSAs in presen-
tations to schools and community-based 
organizations.

http://www.pphp.org
http://www.pphp.org
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
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By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
The language in Healthy, 
Happy and Hot often 
sounds forced and con-
cocted, and more than 
once, the way Planned 

Parenthood says an act is acceptable is not to 
refer to the act’s ethical nature, but rather to 
say many young people are committing that 
act. Planned Parenthood states:

Many young people who are living 
with HIV or have a partner who is living 
with HIV find that they get the most sexual 
pleasure when they know that they are 
having sex as safely as possible.

A person has sex with you, then tells 
you that they are HIV positive and defends 
themselves with: “But the manner in which 
we had sex only has a low risk of spread-
ing HIV! We were having sex as safely as 
possible!” Note that, to Planned Parenthood, 
what makes the safety desirable is not that it 
preserves life, but that people “get the most 
sexual pleasure” out of trying to be safe. In 
the brochure, people are always “living with 
HIV;” nobody ever simply has HIV.

Planned Parenthood does not always 
come out directly with its message. Here, 

the reader of Healthy, Happy and Hot, a 
young person with the AIDS virus, might 
be worrying about the duplicity the brochure 
invites them to practice. The brochure states:

As a person living with HIV you 
may feel like you have all the responsibil-
ity for talking about safer sex and keeping 
your sexual partner(s) from getting HIV. 
But remember it is your sexual partner(s)’s 
responsibility too. Just because you have HIV 
does not mean all the responsibility is on you.

So, “Don’t blame me that I didn’t tell 
you about my virus – you didn’t ask!”

Some of the statements in Healthy, 
Happy and Hot are so bizarre they’re unin-
tentionally funny: “Sex is often a social 
activity.” “Do you know about the clitoris 
and prostate?” “Test how your partner(s) 
may react to your HIV status by asking them 
questions like, ‘What do you think about 
HIV?’” “Your family planning strategy is 
more likely to be successful when you work 
together with your partner.”

Not surprisingly, Planned Parenthood 
turns the subject to their bread and butter, 
abortion, initially without mentioning the 
word abortion. The Healthy, Happy and Hot 
brochure says:

Knowing your rights and family 

planning options can help you make deci-
sions about positive parenthood and manage 
other people.

Planned Parenthood excels at 
“managing” its followers with dishonest 
language, and many unplanned pregnancies 
are “positive.”

Considering the gravity of the subject, 
Healthy, Happy and Hot has a negligent 
attitude about the possibility of its intended 
audience spreading HIV. The brochure 
states:

Some people have sex after they have 
been drinking alcohol or using drugs. This is 
your choice.

This is alarming given that many of the 
youth reading Healthy, Happy and Hot are 
not of drinking age, and they should not be 
using drugs regardless, especially when they 
might be HIV+.

The following is a quotation from the 
Planned Parenthood brochure. What’s 
wrong with this picture:

If you want to have sex and think you 
might get drunk or high, plan ahead by 
bringing condoms and lube or putting them 
close to where you usually have sex. That 
way you won’t forget them in the heat of the 

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

OFFICE SPACE: 
470 Sq. Ft. Rent $850/Month
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STOREFRONT:
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FLEETWOOD 
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80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood
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Wayne Henderson, trombonist and co-
founding member of the popular jazz-funk 
band The Jazz Crusaders (later known as 
The Crusaders), died Friday, April 4, 2013, in 
Culver City, California. The cause of death, 
heart failure. Henderson was seventy-four.

Henderson along with saxophon-
ist Wilton Felder; crafted signature horn 
charts that made the Jazz Crusaders and The 
Crusaders unique; trademarking a classic 
sound that was immediately identifiable, 
sophisticated, and forever memorable.

Wayne Maurice Henderson was born 
Sept. 24, 1939, in Houston, Texas. He began 
studying trombone in the sixth grade. The 
roots of the Crusaders trace back to 1952 
when drummer Stix Hooper and saxophon-
ist/bassist Wilton Felder formed a group 

in Texas called the Swingsters. Henderson 
who was still in his teens and pianist Joe 
Sample joined about a year later. Other 
members, including (for a brief while,) flutist 
Hubert Laws came and went, and in 1958 
the quartet relocated to Los Angeles. In 
1961 they changed their name to the Jazz 
Crusaders and recorded “Freedom Sound,” 
the first of sixteen albums for World Pacific 
Jazz. Subsequent albums were released on 
Liberty, MoWest, a subsidiary of Motown 
Records, and the Chisa labels. In ’71 they 
shortened their name; simply The Crusaders, 
and became more funk-oriented with guitar-
ists Freddie Robinson, and Arthur Adams. 
With production guru (The Bronx born 
Stewart Levine producing,) they released a 
strong string of successful recordings on the 

legendary Blue Thumb Records. They also 
added the superb guitarist Larry Carlton. As 
rock, soul and funk took hold, Henderson 
and the band adapted. The Crusaders 
became known for covers of Beatles, James 
Taylor, Carole King and Sly and the Family 
Stone tunes. Embracing electric keyboard, 
guitar, and bass, The Crusaders evolved into 
more of a fusion style. Crossover success took 
them atop the Billboard charts, and opening 
slots for The Rolling Stones. In 1975, Mr. 
Henderson left the group to concentrate on 
producing artists like the vibraphonist Roy 
Ayers, and the drummer Chico Hamilton. 
He also worked as a studio musician with 
Marvin Gaye, Joni Mitchell and many 
others. In later years he periodically reunited 
with members of the Crusaders, most 
recently in October, in London. Around the 
time of his death, Henderson’s wife said, “he 
was working on starting a new group, the 
Super Blues Crusade”.

As an individual artist, Henderson 
released his first solo albums as a leader in 
the late sixties “People Get Ready” and “Soul 
Sound System,” followed by several more in 
the seventies and into the nineties for ABC 
and Polydor. There was also a collaborative 

effort with Roy Ayers. Henderson also 
moved into production forming his own 
At-Home Productions and recording 
albums for Monk Montgomery, Ronnie 
Laws, Gabor Szabo and others. Other 
artists with which Henderson worked with 
Hiroshima, vocalists Patti Austin and Bill 
Withers, pianist Ramsey Lewis, and the 
immensely popular Steely Dan, Marvin 
Gaye, B.B. King, and the Jackson Five. 
Henderson and Michael Jackson co-pro-
duced Rebbie Jackson’s “Centipede.” In 2004 
Henderson released a Jazz Crusaders album 
titled “Soul Axcess.”

Final note: There are two excellent 
Crusaders collections available; the three 
CD set “The Golden Years” and the four 
disc box “Way Back Home.” Both are highly 
recommended.

Bob Putignano has for fifteen years been pivotal 
at WFDU with his “Sounds of Blue” radio 
show: www.SoundsofBlue.com . Previously 
a senior contributing editor at BluesWax, Blues 
Revue, and Goldmine magazines, and Music 
Editor for The Westchester Guardian. Putignano 
can be contacted at: bob8003@yahoo.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

A Fallen Crusader
Trombonist Wayne Henderson RIP at 74

Wayne Henderson.

Wayne “Big Daddy” Henderson. Crusaders’ First Crusade.

moment.
A young person who is HIV positive 

is about to have sex with someone, and 

Planned Parenthood advises them to use a 
condom? One would expect the brochure 
to urge intoxicated people who might pass 
on HIV to only have manual sex, as it is less 

likely to infect their partner.
Planned Parenthood in Healthy, Happy 

and Hot:
Your partner must be able to freely 

consent to sexual activity. It is not okay to 
have sex with someone who is so drunk or 
high that they are staggering, incoherent or 
have passed out.

“Not okay” to rape someone?
Planned Parenthood receives about a 

million dollars a day in government subsidies.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to ChrisRosty@ 
gmail.com.
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
John Chambers, CEO 
of Cisco and an industry 
leader who has obvi-
ously been right many 
more times than he’s been 

wrong, is sure that he knows the answer 
to “Whither The Internet?” (http://www.
internetofeverything.com) —and he 
is so sure that he is giving speeches all 
over the country to any group which will 
listen. Chambers is a dynamic, captivat-
ing speaker and the talks both educate 
the audience and will shape many of them 

listening (or watching through YouTube) to 
his / Cisco’s way of thinking.

Chambers’ Holy Grail is “The Internet 
of Everything” and he makes a very good 
case for the world becoming a much better 
place if -- and --when his vision is imple-
mented. He laid the groundwork well in 
his Keynote Speech at InterOP in 2013 
speech (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Xuf4csAVwz0) when he spoke 
of the number of devices connected to the 
Internet since he began keeping score:

1984 -- 1,000 devices
1992 – 1,000,000 devices
2008 – 1,000,000,000 devices

2010 – 10,000,000,000 devices
2013 – More mobile devices on the 

Internet than number of people
2020 – Estimates of 50 billion (low) 

to 500 billion (high) devices
In the same video, there was a demon-

stration of how this Internet of Everything 
could be applied in a medical center. A 
patient arrives at the Medical Center and 
is signed into the Center’s WiFi network 
(through the use of his Facebook account). 
The system knows what he is here for and 
directs him to his room, turning on the 
television to shows he likes, while notify-
ing his doctor and the floor nurses that he 
has arrived. The nurses perform whatever 
preliminary tests have been ordered and, 

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services
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and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
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Is It The National Surveillance Agency?
TECHNOLOGY / SECURITY  CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
By now, even casual 
Internet users may have 
received a message from at 
least one website encour-
aging them to change their 

passwords in the wake of the Heartbleed 
encryption flaw.

As troubling as the news of a major 
Internet security hole was, however, more 
troubling still was the allegation that the 
U.S. government’s security apparatus knew 
about the breach and kept the information 
to itself. The obvious question is: Does 
“NSA” stand for the National Security 
Agency – or the National Surveillance 
Agency?

If initial reports that the NSA knew 
about Heartbleed for years are true, the 
agency has given us the answer.

Last week, Bloomberg reported 
that two people familiar with the matter 
claimed that the NSA knew about the 
Heartbleed flaw at least two years prior 
to its public exposure. The anonymous 
sources alleged that the agency decided to 
keep the bug secret in pursuit of national 
security interests.

National Security Council 
Spokeswoman Caitlin Hayden responded 
to the Bloomberg report with a strong 
denial. In a statement, she said, “Reports 
that NSA or any other part of the gov-
ernment were aware of the so-called 
Heartbleed vulnerability before April 
2014 are wrong.” She also insisted that, 
had the intelligence community known 

about the bug, it would have disclosed that 
knowledge to the developers of OpenSSL, 
the widely used open-source Internet 
security protocol affected by Heartbleed. 
The NSA, too, issued a statement directly 
denying that it knew about the security 
flaw.

These denials would have been much 
easier to take at face value if they had 
come prior to Edward Snowden’s disclo-
sures and the subsequent fallout in which 
evidence mounted that the NSA has sig-
nificantly overstepped its bounds.

As Julian Sanchez, writing for The 
Guardian, recently observed, the “NSA’s 
two fundamental missions – one defensive, 
one offensive – are fundamentally incom-
patible, and… they can’t both be handled 
credibly by the same government agency.”

If the NSA did know about 
Heartbleed, the agency presumably could 
have used the flaw to obtain passwords and 
other basic data, Bloomberg said. Such a 
decision would have prioritized intel-
ligence gathering – offense – above the 
defense of millions of innocent and non-
hostile Internet users in America and the 
rest of the world. The fact that we place our 
digital security in the hands of an agency 
that spends much of its time cracking such 
security is worrying, whether or not NSA 
mishandled Heartbleed. The agency’s 
inherently conflicting mandates helped 
give the Bloomberg report its initial 
credibility.

You would think that our toughest 
enemies use a higher level of security than 
a site like Pinterest. But if it turns out the 

NSA did not call attention to this gaping 
hole in a security protocol used by count-
less people here and elsewhere, the agency 
clearly put its own data-gathering pri-
orities ahead of the commercial safety of 
the industrialized world. If that is what 
happened, Americans need to know about 
it.

As best we can tell, no criminal groups 
seem to have discovered the flaw in time 
to massively exploit it. But that was good 
luck, not good governance. While we are 
busy changing our passwords, we should 
also keep a close eye on our government’s 
ongoing response. The intelligence com-
munity may truly not have known about 
Heartbleed before the rest of us, but it has 
given Americans ample reason to take 
claims of its innocence with a healthy dose 
of skepticism.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hudson, 
N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 
2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

Whither The Internet? Part 3
TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

http://www.internetofeverything.com
http://www.internetofeverything.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xuf4csAVwz0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xuf4csAVwz0
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b628250215&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=da21e0c955&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=59d7dfab03&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=2c01da22b3&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7aa4e4cfa8&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7aa4e4cfa8&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=e3b1764ff9&e=23984343dd
http://andersen.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9911111111,-73.8741666667&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9911111111,-73.8741666667%20(Hastings-on-Hudson%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=26.1358333333,-80.1419444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=26.1358333333,-80.1419444444%20(Fort%20Lauderdale%2C%20Florida)&t=h


Page 14 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, APRIL 24, 2014

By JOHN SIMON
“The Threepenny Opera” 
by Bertolt Brecht and 
Kurt Weill (1928) is one 
of the supreme master-
pieces of the musical 

theater, loosely based on John Gay’s satire 
“The Beggars’ Opera” (1728). Because 
Brecht was quite a magpie, there are bits 
of Villon and Kipling as well as Gay in 
this much worked and reworked piece. 
But the one person Brecht would never 
have borrowed from is Martha Clarke, 
director, choreographer and mismanager 
of the present revival, who did her utmost 
to reduce the work to a hapenny opera.

Heavily cut, the Blitzstein version 
(the first, but not the best, in English) is 
greatly fiddled with by Clarke, especially 
with a weird choreography or pantomime 
that runs throughout, with unscripted 
characters steadily soliciting or having 
sex along the sidelines, or just moseying 
around and cluttering up the proceedings.

Typical of the Clarkian nonsense, 
on Robert Israel’s stark unit set, looking 
like some Moroccan fortification in 
ruins, is the character of Lucy Brown 
singing in a high window “The Ballad of 
the Drowned Girl”—an unrelated work 
by Brecht and Weill, totally irrelevant 
here. Or consider the equally irrelevant 
deer’s head mounted over a door, or the 

preposterous bulldog, Romeo, drinking 
at a bar, and later appearing riding on 
a wagon, crowned and gowned, repre-
senting Queen Victoria’s coronation 
procession.

There is a pleonastic lewdness and 
crudeness to this production, lacking 
completely in the sense of menace 
implicit under the merry goings-on. Even 
the sinister beggar king Peachum and 
malicious Mrs. Peachum, as incarnated 
by F. Murray Abraham and Mary Beth 
Peil, are far too jovial. As daughter Polly, 
the lovely actress and impeccable soprano 
Laura Osnes, is nowhere near the tough 
babe to whom robber-hero Macheath 
entrusts the leadership of his gang while 
he is escaping from the law.

I won’t go into details of how 
Clarke has reassigned, broken up, or 
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when completed, the system notifies the 
doctor. The doctor then walks over to the 
patient’s room, carrying his tablet. When 
he arrives at the room, the system knows 
his location (because of the tablet) and 
the medical terminal in the patient’s room 
automatically becomes the doctor’s unique 
system with the patient’s records – a secure 
efficient system.

Chambers was also the Keynote 
Speaker at the 2014 Consumer 
Electronics Show (“CES”) in Las Vegas 
and, in a rousing speech, (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=TepUznT42ro), 
predicted a $19 trillion impact of the 
Internet of Everything over the next 10 
years with $14.4 trillion coming from the 
private sector and $4.6 trillion from the 
public sector due to increased revenues 
and decreased costs. He mentioned major 
areas of impact -- “Smart Cities,” home, 
health care (in addition to the medical 
center project mentioned above, users’ clothes 
may notify doctors of changes in vital signs), 
education and entertainment. He brought 
out Antoni Vives, the deputy mayor of 
Barcelona, Spain who discussed his city’s 
use of Smart Cities, saying that the imple-
mentation of “Smart Cities” has saved the 
city $105 million in water and electric use, 
increased parking revenue by $50 million, 
and “more importantly, created 47,000 new 
jobs related to the Smart Cities project.”

At the same CES, Cisco demonstrated 

the use of the Internet of Everything in 
the home (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=o9G7P-qTtDM), first pro-
viding estimates that by 2017, 3.6 billion 
consumers will use internet-based services 
accessing over 3 billion video minutes per 
month, and then takes the viewer through 
a fascinating, must watch home scenario 
as a child brings a friend home for an 
overnighter – after the school principal 
monitors the school bus’ safe delivery of 
the children, the home system compiles 
the profiles of both children, finds that 
the guest is gluten intolerant, prepares a 
dinner menu based on both his allergy and 
the food inventory in the house, examines 
their interests from their profiles and 
selects video choices, as well as, based on 
weather conditions, and hours or sunlight 
left, recommending outdoor activities. 
The mother, at work out of the house is 
notified of everything done and has the 
ability to turn off any appliances left on if 
the children do go out.

Chambers points out that in the 
Internet of Everything, the “important 
thing is bringing the Apps that users need 
to the specific user – this is the “App Age.” 
He predicted that “2014 will be a transi-
tional and pivotal point for the Internet of 
Everything” and that there will be 5 to 10 
times more Internet-related progress in 
2014 than in the years before.

While Cisco’s view is a top-down one 
for infrastructure with the necessary apps 
developed rapidly for various industries, 

Microsoft’s vision seems to be somewhat 
different, calling its approach “The Internet 
of Your Things” and warning its prospec-
tive users in its introduction (http://
www.microsoft.com/windowsembed-
ded/en-us/internet-of-things.aspx) to 
not get caught up in a need to navigate 
the big picture, writing “The Internet of 
Things promises vast opportunities, but it 
also poses challenges for businesses that seek 
to take action and realize tangible results, as 
it can seem overwhelming, complicated and 
expensive.”

The video at the Microsoft site is very 
explicit on this point with the presenters 
engaging in this dialogue:

-- “When trillions of things can be 
connected, what should you connect?”

-- “The Internet of Things begins 
with Your Things!”

-- “Forget the big picture, start small.”
Microsoft’s presentation also included 

a Health Care application, installed 
at Great River Medical Center by 
Omnicell on Microsoft devices already in 
place. The system, to manage prescription 
medication in order to get it to patients 
faster while managing inventory, is an 
important application but is certainly not 
as grandiose in scale as the Cisco health 
care application mentioned above.

It seems that, while Cisco and 
Microsoft agree that many things will be 
connected, they are at odds as to what will 
be the strategy of connection.

Another related point on the con-
nection of all these devices was made by 
ex-Scientific American columnist Paul 
Wallach, when a guest on my radio show. 

He said that all of these Internet of Things 
demos, containing lights, cameras, refrig-
erators, and millions of intelligent sensors, 
don’t dwell on the fact that there must 
be either homes, schools, hospitals, busi-
nesses, etc. built with these new devices 
installed or there will be tremendous costs 
in replacing the old everything with new 
everything (as part of Paul’s self-described 
“tinkering,” he has been building add-on 
devices to allow the devices in place to com-
municate – perhaps, at some point, he may 
commercialize these ideas).

There is, of course, another issue, 
which seems to be over-looked in this 
discussion. As part of Chambers’ CES 
presentation, Rick Smolan, CEO of 
“Against All Odds Productions” which 
was involved in developing the impres-
sive coffee table book “The Human Side of 
Big Data,” said “For the first time in human 
history, we’ve all become human sensors – our 
smartphones, our jawbone devices, our credit 
card purchases, our Google searches – we’re 
getting a three dimensional matrix. It’s 
like watching the planet develop a nervous 
system.”

Stanford professor Paul Saffo, in 
a CNN piece, “Google Glass signals a 
wearables revolution” (http://www.
cnn.com/2014/04/16/opinion/saffo-
google-glass/index.html), points out 
that the successors to Google Glass will 
be less clunky, have many more apps, and 
be indistinguishable from plain glasses. 
He feels that, by that time, we will have 
accepted the fact that we have no privacy. 
He writes “the information revolution is 
moving from personal to intimate.” The 

arrival of Google Glass has resulted in a 
debate over where and when info-glasses can 
be worn. Just like similar debates over pagers, 
cell phones and smartphones in years past, 
wearables will likely be everywhere.

“Besides, unlike smartphones, info-
glass hardware is going to quickly shrink 
into near-invisibility. Within a few years, 
smart glasses will be indistinguishable 
from an ordinary pair of vintage 2014 
specs.

“And after that? How about info-con-
tact lens that can check your vital signs?

“And privacy? Forget about it. We 
are destined to become like tagged bears, 
constantly tracked, but too addicted to the 
data stream to switch our intimate devices 
off.”

Tagged bears? What a great line!
(Afternote – the focus on total connectiv-

ity, glasses with cameras, etc. so reminds me 
of Bruce Sterling’s great 1989 science fiction 
work, “Islands in the Net” in which the char-
acters were connected via glasses into the “net” 
– that’s1989 – before the Word Wide Web – if 
you haven’t read it, you should)

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio 
broadcasts at www.johnmac13.comhttp://
www.johnmac13.com/.
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misplaced the glorious songs, or cast 
such a profoundly unappealing actress 
as Lilli Cooper in the role of Lucy, here 
made needlessly pregnant. As Macheath, 
aka Mack the Knife, Michael Park is 
costumed as dapperly as called for by 
Donna Zakowska, and well sung and 
smooth enough, but, again, much too 
anodyne. As the Street Singer, John Kelly 
sings the world-famous “Ballad of Mack 
the Knife” competently, but, yet again, 
perambulating much too amiably—it 
might as well be the “Ballad of Mack the 
Ladle.”

In short, every aspect of Epic 
Theater, as evolved by the authors, is 
ignored, and even the music, played too 
slowly by a band kept unduly half-hidden 
in the background, suffers accordingly. 
All that can be said for this production 
is apt lighting by Christopher Akerlind, 
and, more important, that the music is so 
good that it survives even the bowdler-
izing Blitzstein translation and Clarke’s 
abominable travesty.

Venue: Linda Gross Theater, 336 
West 20th Street, New York, NY. Ticket 
purchases accomplished by calling 
OvationTix at 866.811.4111 or online 
at www.web.ovationtix.com/trs/
cal/34237

It looks as though if there were no 
old movies to musicalize there’d be no 
more Broadway musicals. The latest 
such attempt is the Woody Allen-
Douglas McGrath movie “Bullets Over 
Broadway,” now ascribed to Woody alone, 
although the director-choreographer 
Susan Stroman’s heavy hand is also much 
too discernible.

The film version was quite amusing, 
and many of its jokes return warmed 
over. It is the story of how highfalutin 
and bumbling playwright, David Shayne, 
finally gets produced on Broadway, but 
only with money from the gangster capo 
Nick Valenti, with the stipulation of a 
role for Nick’s untalented but pretentious 

bimbo girlfriend, Olive Neal. Also 
mandated is Nick’s hit man Cheech to 
watch over Olive during rehearsals, much 
to his own and David’s horror.

Olive wants the female lead, but this 
goes to the presumptuous aging diva, 
Helen Sinclair; the male lead, to the 
esurient star Walter Porcell, a compulsive 
eater who keeps getting fatter. David, who 
abandoned his sweet girlfriend Ellen, 
now falls for the grandiose and posses-
sive Helen. Meanwhile Cheech, who finds 
David’s dialogue too wordily literary, starts 
aggressively rewriting the show.

Too many things that worked 
on screen do not for “Bullets Over 
Broadway,” the musical. There is, to be 
sure, a terrific performance by Nick 
Cordero as Cheech, brilliantly combining 
comedy and menace, and almost making 
up for what most of the others lack. 
Vincent Pastore is good as the capo, and 
so is Betsy Wolfe, as the forsaken Ellen. 
But no one else shines.

Zach Braff, as David, tries hard 
enough to turn potential laughs into 
groans, and the usually excellent Marin 
Mazzie overacts as Helen by a mile that 
is not as good as a miss. Totally lacking 
in charm are Heléne Yorke’s Olive and 
Bruce Ashmanskas’s Porcell. The very 

gifted Karen Ziemba is condemned to a 
minor and unintegrated role, and no one 
else manages to matter. A good bit of the 
blame must go to Susan Stroman, whose 
choreography for an absurd gangster 
ballet is fun enough, but almost every-
thing else replicates her much superior 
work for “The Producers.”

A problem too is the score, which is 
a pick-up of various preexisting numbers 
from the Twenties, some well-known, 
some not, but all, despite additions and 
adjustments by Glenn Kelly, less effective 
in this reemployment. It may also be that 
singing and dancing gangsters—always 
excepting Nick Cordero—are a joke that 
wears thin, even as Porcell’s belly gets 

unconvincingly thicker and thicker.
William Ivey Long’s costumes are 

steadily amusing, and Santo Loquasto’s 
sets (he also designed them for the 
movie) grandly allow us to see where 
every dollar went. But it is hard to leave 
a show humming the sets and costumes.

Venue: St. James Theatre, 246 
West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036. 
Tickets at www.Telecharge.com or 
800.432.7250.

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Continued on page 16
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Continued on page 17

In a revival of Lanie Robertson’s 
“Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill,” we 
get the hugely talented Audra McDonald 
re-creating one of the last appearances 
of the great, tragic Billie Holiday in a 
paltry Philadelphia four months before 

her demise.
Under Lonny Price’s assiduous direc-

tion, Ms. McDonald not only acts up a 
storm, but also aptly reproduces Billie’s 
nightclubby voice, which for an oper-
atically trained soprano must be doubly 
hard. In between 14 Holiday songs, we 

get spoken recollections of Billie’s life, 
expertly delivered.

There is first-rate support from 
Shelton Becton on piano, George Farmer 
on bass and Clayton Craddock on drums, 
but I can’t help having found a differ-
ent version of the Holiday story, with 
DeeDee Bridgewater some months ago, 
better written, though no better executed.

Still, this version, at Circle in the 

Square, with seating at tables in the 
middle and on conventional seats in the 
¾ round, does provide the right atmo-
sphere, and the songs are there in all their 
haunting effectiveness.

Venue: Circle in the Square Theatre, 
West 50th Street, between Broadway and 
8th Avenue. Tickets: Call TeleCharge at 
800.432.7250

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He 
reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review and Washington Post. To 
learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

GovernmentSection
The Changing 2014 Economy and Village of Bronxville

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
The Trustees and I 
approved both a Capital 
Budget and a 2014-2015 
Operating Budget at the 

April Board of Trustees meeting. Both 
reflect the changing face of the economy 
and the Village in 2014.

Our Capital Budget of $3.5 million, 
almost one million dollars more than our 
last capital outlay, reflects the realization 
of a 100 year old plus aging infrastruc-
ture of our Village. The only thing more 
costly than addressing issues now will be 
the cost of deferred maintenance. We are 
addressing our underground water and 
sanitary sewer systems as a first priority as 
well as a resurfacing and curbing program 
of a record number of Village streets. In 
addition, New York State awarded the 
Village a competitive grant of $350,000 to 
equip the Garden Avenue parking lot with 
a series of “French drains” to mitigate the 
flood waters that descend down Garden 
Avenue to the school complex helping both 
the school and residents in its path. Our 

required contribution is a capital expendi-
ture of $100,000 in cash and $20,000 of in 
kind services.

A significant dollar amount was also 
allotted to address both the quality and effi-
ciency of lighting throughout the Village.

In every Capital Budget, there are 
also major allocations for the normal, but 
high ticket turnover of Village vehicles. 
Police cars run 24/7 daily and sanitation 
equipment is stored, unfortunately, outside. 
Vehicles reach a useful life and then the 
law of diminishing returns takes over with 
repairs becoming non-economical.

Another area of significant capital 
expenditure is technology upgrades in 
Village departments across the board in 
an effort to increase the Village’s effi-
ciency and document retrieval system. 
You may notice that parking tickets may 
now be paid on-line with a credit card, 
just a tip of the iceberg of conveniences 
we hope to offer residents by year’s end. 
Police Officers and Parking Enforcement 
Officers also have all converted to writing 
any violations with hand held computers, 
thus eliminating the mistakes inherent in 

written transcription and then tabulation. 
The Building Department is also convert-
ing property records to computerization in 
an effort to offer residents and realtors faster 
information transfer as well as eliminating 
the Village’s need for copious storage space 
going forward.

The above decisions were aided by our 
very advantageous bond rating of Aaa, the 
best we can achieve, which makes long term 
borrowing opportune given the current 
economic climate. Combining very favor-
able interest rates with the knowledge of 
the future expense of delayed maintenance 
made many of our decisions prudently 
obvious.

The Operating Budget was a much 
more difficult challenge. From 2008 to the 
present, we kept trimming staff to achieve 
savings and in two successive years achieved 
a 0% tax increase. However, gauging the 
needs of the resident taxpayers, it became 
apparent that we had trimmed beyond 
the level of services residents expect in the 
Village. Though our departments – Police, 
Buildings and Public Works - will still 
remain at fifty year plus historic manning 

lows, we did backfill one position in each 
of the Police and Public Works depart-
ments and actually added a position in the 
Building and Public Works Department to 
facilitate the move to computerized records 
as well as to increase response time to resi-
dents’ questions/needs.

In the predictable recurring costs, we 
were fortunate that last year’s double digit 
pension and healthcare costs leveled off for 
a bit with healthcare only increasing by a 
surprising low 3%. However, increases in 
unfunded mandates from Albany simply 
returned locally on another line item, that 
of State Workmen’s Compensation contri-
butions, which increased an unsustainable 
20 – 30 % depending on which Village 
department. Workmen’s Compensation 
charges are this year’s example of why a 2% 
tax cap is such hypocrisy and why spending 
responsibility must begin in Albany.

Village utility costs are increasing 5 to 
10% in the year ahead, though we hope our 
lighting initiatives will decrease the costs in 
the near future.

After two years of 0% salary increases, 
our Village Hall staffers received a 1% 

increase in the new budget.
On the good news front, we conser-

vatively anticipate sales tax, mortgage tax 
and building permit revenue to increase as a 
result of an uptick in the economy as well as 
the many projects being undertaken in the 
Village in 2014-2015.

The Trustees had the impending 
upheaval associated with these projects 
in mind – be it the continuing Lawrence 
Hospital project, the Parkway Road Bridge 
closure, the FEMA flood mitigation, the 
School’s auditorium renovation and the 
Kensington Road development – neces-
sary but unprecedented in Village history, 
as we redoubled efforts to find tax relief for 
residents. The end result is a 1.79% tax rate 
increase which was reached after incredibly 
careful deliberation.

The relatively small increases, though 
tax increases nonetheless, will provide resi-
dents with better services going forward 
as well as much needed repair of an aging 
infrastructure. Both the Capital and 
Operating Budgets are available at Village 
Hall for review.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, direct your perspective by e-mail 
to: mayor@vobny.com .
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The Ultimate Source of Islamic Hate for Infidels
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
Who is ultimately respon-
sible for the ongoing attacks 
on Christians and their 
churches throughout the 
Islamic world?

 Focusing on one of the most obvious 
nations where Christians are regularly 
targeted—Egypt’s Coptic Christians—one 
finds that the “mob” is the most visible and 
obvious culprit. One Copt accused of some 
transgression against Muslim sensibili-
ties—from having relations with a Muslim 

woman, to ruining a Muslim man’s shirt—is 
often enough to prompt Muslim mobs to 
destroy entire Christian villages and their 
churches.

Recently, for example, after her cross 
identified Mary Sameh George as a 

Christian, a pro-Muslim Brotherhood mob 
attacked, beat, and slaughtered her.

However, a recent Arabic op-ed titled 
“Find the True Killer of Mary” looks beyond 
the mob to identify the true persecutor of 
Christians in Egypt. According to it:

Those who killed the young and vul-
nerable Mary Sameh George, for hanging a 
cross in her car, are not criminals, but rather 
wretches who follow those who legalized for 

them murder, lynching, dismemberment, 
and the stripping bare of young Christian 
girls—without every saying “kill.” [Islamic 
cleric] Yassir Burhami and his colleagues 
who announce their hate for Christians 
throughout satellite channels and in 
mosques—claiming that hatred of Christians 
is synonymous with love for God—they are 
the true killers who need to be tried and 
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prosecuted… The slayers of Mary Sameh 
are simply a wretched mob, with the body 
of a bull but the brain of a worm. It’s not 
the puppets on the string who need punish-
ing, but rather the mastermind who moves 
the puppets with his bloody fingers behind 
closed curtains that needs punishing.

One fact certainly validates this Arabic 
op-ed’s assertions: the overwhelming 
majority of attacks on Christians in Egypt 
and other Muslim nations—including 
the slaughter of Mary Sameh George—
occur on Friday, the one day of the week 
that Muslims congregate in mosques for 
communal prayers and to hear sermons.

The significance of this fact can easily 
be understood by analogy: what if Christians 
were especially and consistently violent to 

non-Christian minorities on Sunday—right 
after they got out of church? What would 
that say about what goes on in Christian 
churches?

What does it say about what goes on in 
Muslim mosques?

The Arabic op-ed also does well to name 
Sheikh Yassir al-Burhami as one of those 
who “announce their hate for Christians 
throughout the satellite channels and in 
mosques, claiming that hatred of Christians 
is synonymous with love for God.”

For example, Dr. Burhami—the face 
of Egypt’s Salafi movement—once issued 
a fatwa, or Islamic edict, forbidding Muslim 

taxi- and bus-drivers from transporting 
Coptic Christian priests to their churches, 
which he depicted as “more forbidden than 
taking someone to a liquor bar.”

As for hating non-Muslim “infidels,” 
many Islamic clerics, especially Salafis, 
believe that the doctrine of “Loyalty and 
Enmity” (or wala’ wa bara’) commands 
Muslims never to befriend or be loyal to 
non-Muslims.

Burhami himself appears on video 
asserting that if a Muslim man marries 
a Christian or Jewish woman (known in 
Islamic parlance as “People of the Book”)—
even he must still hate his wife, because she 
is an infidel.

When asked at a conference how Islam 
can allow a Muslim man to marry a non-
Muslim woman and yet expect him to hate 
her, Burhami expounded as follows:

Where’s the objection? Do all men love 
their wives? How many married couples 
live together despite disagreements and 
problems? Huh? That being the case, he 
[Muslim husband] may love the way she 
[non-Muslim wife] looks, or love the way she 
raises the children, or love that she has money. 
This is why he’s discouraged from marrying 
among the People of the Book—because 
she has no [real] religion. He is ordered to 
make her hate her religion while continuing 
marriage/sexual relations with her. This is a 
very standard matter…. Of course he should 
tell her that he hates her religion. He must 
show her that he hates her because of her 
religion, and because she is an infidel. But 

if possible, treat her well—perhaps that will 
cause her to convert to Islam. He should 
invite her to Islam and call her to Allah…. In 
fact, let me tell you: whoever rapes a woman, 
does he necessarily love her? Or is he just 
sleeping with her? He’s sleeping with her for 
her body’s sake only, and he does not love her 
in reality, because if he loved her, he wouldn’t 
have hurt her. Therefore it is possible to have 
sexual relations [between a Muslim man and 
a Christian or Jewish woman] without love. 
This is possible, but as we said, he is com-
manded to hate her (emphasis added).

Burhami even said that the Muslim 
husband cannot initiate greetings to his 
non-Muslim wife when he comes home—
according to the teachings of Islam’s prophet 
as recorded in the hadith.

Like all other Islamic clerics, Burhami 
justified “infidel-wife-hating” by quoting 
some of the Koran verses that form the 
cornerstone of the doctrine of Loyalty and 
Enmity:

Otherwise what do you do with the 
undisputed texts [of the Koran], such as 
“Thou wilt not find any people who believe 
in Allah and the Last Day, loving those who 
resist [or reject submission to] Allah and 
His Messenger, even though they were their 
fathers or their sons, or their brothers, or their 
kindred… “O ye who believe! take not the 
Jews and the Christians for your friends and 
protectors…” [Koran 58:22 and 5:51, Yusuf 
Ali translation]. What do you do with such 
a verse? What do you do will all these verses?

Indeed, what does a Muslim do with all 
these Koran verses and sayings attributed to 
Islam’s prophet Muhammad?

Such is the dilemma.
From here it becomes clear that the 

aforementioned Arabic op-ed discussing 
the slaughter of Mary Sameh George is 
only partially correct. It is true that behind 
the mindless mob stand Islamic clerics like 
Burhami, inciting hatred for Christians and 
other infidels. But that is not the complete 
picture; for behind all these clerics stand 
Islam’s scriptures—the Koran and hadith—
commanding enmity for the infidel.

In short, it’s not just a few “radical 
clerics”—a few “rotten apples”—that incite 
mobs to attack Christians, but rather the core 
texts of Islam itself.

First published in  CBN News  on April 
15, 2014;

http://www.meforum.org/3809/
islam-hate

Raymond Ibrahim, author of Crucified Again: 
Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians 
(Regnery, April, 2013) is a Shillman Fellow at 
the David Horowitz Freedom Center and an 
Associate Fellow at the Middle East Forum.
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LE G A L  N O T I C E S
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 58107/2013
Date of Filing:February 7, 2014
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., Plaintiff,
-against-
CHRISTINE M CUSHEN, if living, or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-
law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally all 
persons having or claiming under, by or through said CHRISTINE M CUSHEN, by purchase, 
inheritance, lien or otherwise, of any right, title or interest in and to the premises described in 
the complaint herein, and the respective husbands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, 
all of whose names are unknown to plaintiff; BOARD OF MANAGERS VILLAS ON THE LAKE 
CONDOMINIUM; STATE OF NEW YORK; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; “JOHN DOES” and 
“JANE DOES”, said names being fictitious, parties intended being possible tenants or occu-
pants of premises, and corporations, other entities or persons who claim, or may claim, a lien 
against the premises, Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of 
your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve a Notice of Appear-
ance on the Plaintiff’s attorney(s) within twenty (20) days after the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, where service is made by delivery upon you personally within 
the State, or within thirty (30) days after completion of service where service is made in any 
other manner, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief demanded in the complaint.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the 
attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing 
the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on 
how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Honor-
able Francesca E. Connolly of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, signed on January 
9, 2014, and filed with supporting papers in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, 
State of New York.
The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, ex-
ecuted by CHRISTINE M CUSHEN to WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. in the principal amount of 
$200,000.00, which mortgage was recorded in Westchester County, State of New York, on Oc-
tober 25, 2004, in Control #: 442570574. 
Said premises being known as and by 7 COUNTRY PLACE, MOHEGAN LAKE, NY 10547-1269.
Date: November 19, 2013  
Batavia, New York  
Tanisha Bramwell, Esq. 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue 
Batavia, NY 14020 
585.815.0288
Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure
New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure process. 
Please read it carefully. Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some people may ap-
proach you about “saving” your home. You should be extremely careful about any such prom-
ises. The State encourages you to become informed about your options in foreclosure. There 
are government agencies, legal aid entities and other non-profit organizations that you may 
contact for information about foreclosure while you are working with your lender during this 
process. To locate an entity near you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New 
York State Banking Department at 1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s 
website at www.banking.state.ny.us. The State does not guarantee the advice of these agen-
cies.

THE BOGEN PERSPECTIVE

US and Ukraine
By BOB K. BOGEN
It is irritating in the 
extreme to hear from 
highly informed US 
sources that Ukraine has 
no useful alternatives in 

their struggle with Russia. And in fact, 
the situation there has changed dramati-
cally day by day. As a result it is difficult 
to be relevant in a weekly publication. 
Still, consideration of some important 
points here may be pertinent.

Although deception is the name 
of the game, Mr. Putin has not always 
hidden his basic objective. To some 
degree, as in Stalin’s day, Russia is still 
big geographically and economically 
powerful. So it might understandably 
seek expansion, especially to conquer 
and absorb neighbors who have valuable 
national resources and can provide access 
to markets for Russian energy and other 
products. In addition to Ukraine, as well 
as a good many adjacent nations were 
part of the Soviet Union until it agreed 
to release them, legally and formally, 
a couple of decades ago. Those events 
were generated under the amazing 
open era days in the second half of the 
1980’s by former Russian leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s demeanor of Glasnost and 
Perestroika. Glasnost was a policy that 
called for increased openness and trans-
parency in government institutions and 
activities in the Soviet Union. Peretroika 
referred to restructuring.

Putin, of course, is an entirely dif-
ferent personality. As might be expected, 
this former leader of the enormously 
powerful Soviet Union’s secret police 
remembers the old days of the Soviet 
Union, and struggles to rebuild it, by 
whatever means necessary, legally or ille-
gally, violating the norms of international 
law and the most basic peaceful princi-
pals of the United Nations.

In the sometimes balmy years and 
decades of Soviet control, at least in the 
eastern portion of Ukraine many grew 
up as Russian speakers and tend to think 
of themselves substantially as Russian. 
Many others came to see the values of 
representative democracy, hardly avail-
able in Russia, and value European 
association and economic development 
connections.

A cab driver in Ukraine recently told 
a western visitor that he had the common 
dream of moving to the US, as unlikely 

a possibility as that seemed to be. The 
visitor tried to be helpful and suggested 
that it might be far easier to emigrate 
to Canada. The cab driver indignantly 
responded that he would be interested 
only in becoming a part of a world super-
power, either the US… or Russia.

As we have seen, Putin has been 
rather successful in his efforts to move 
on old Soviet Georgia, and the old 
Soviet Crimea. The Baltic states may 
be likely next targets. Other Eastern 
European states are no doubt concerned. 
The various Islamic “stans” to Putin’s 
south-east probably have less interest 
and advantages, particularly after the 
ill-fated Russian adventure to take and 
hold Afghanistan, perhaps due partly to 
US military equipment assistance. And 
a Polish friend tells me of great anxiety 
there about Russian threats to Poland.

It would seem clear that Russian 
actions in Georgia, Crimea and the 
obvious Russian aggressive involvement 
in Eastern Ukraine are war crimes, even 
if subterfuge is involved. No such nation 
would be a legitimate new member of 
the United Nations. Of course, Russia is 
an original member of the UN Security 
Council, and could hardly be removed. It 
is even hard to imagine an effective trial 
of Putin or other perpetrators as War 
Criminals in the World Criminal Court, 
even if appropriate.

After the recent refusal of the US 
to grant a visa for admission of the 
newly named Iranian Ambassador to 
the UN, after his important involve-
ment in the take-over / kidnapping at 
the US Embassy in Iran years ago, it is 
hard to imagine refusing visas to Russian 
Delegates, or even Putin, to the US and 
the UN, even if similarly appropriate

In any event, it would be most 
unfortunate if the US and other nations 
cannot enact substantial and more effec-
tive further sanctions on Russia. We are 
not Ukraine, in the immediate shadow 
of the Russian Bear. Of course, even 
Ukraine had more theoretical bargaining 
power back before they returned Soviet 
nuclear weapons once installed there.

Sanctions should publicly be con-
ditioned on removal of large Russian 
border military forces, ending the very 
large bribes to Ukrainians to support 
the evolving illegal rebellion in Eastern 
Ukraine, the return of Ukrainian ships 
captured in the Crimean takeover, the 
removal of Russian military and other 
related personnel from Crimea, negotia-
tion or even purchase of that peninsula 
by Russia after its illegal acquisition, 

and even restoration of earlier illegally 
controlled portions of Georgia. Some 
financial provision for economic and 
other damages to Ukraine and Georgia 
should be calculated and provided now.

As for Ukraine action now, it seems 
appropriate that some actions might be 
effective. It is certainly understood that 
Ukraine cannot wage war on Russia, 
despite enormous provocation. Under 
the circumstances it seems reasonable 
that a formal act of Marshal Law be 
adopted and proclaimed. Avoidance of 
bloodshed surely should be avoided. But 
careful Marshal Law enforcement might 
involve quarantining any buildings ille-
gally occupied by the Russian troops and 
/ or local citizens.

As many as possible of the ten 
town official structures occupied should 
be surrounded and any local citizens or 
Russians interfering should be arrested 
and transported to secure facilities in 
other potions of Ukraine. Any one 
leaving such controlled sites should also 
be arrested. Most fortunately, at the 
date of this writing violence has been 
substantially avoided. Adequate video 
coverage should be provided to record 
any initiation of violence, perhaps with 
international or even UN staff.

Where possible, no electricity, fuel, 
food, water, or sewerage should continue 
to be available. Conventional equipment 
should be made available to prevent 
tunneling.

As a matter of free speech prin-
ciples and technological control limits, 
the provocative and otherwise erroneous 
electronic communications from Russia 
will continue. Staff and facilities should 
be provided to record, monitor and 
respond with any needed corrections.

The international community 
around the world has a historic obliga-
tion, direct need, and requires assurance 
that all related destructive and illegal 
current actions will cease and be avoided 
in the future.

Bob Bogen served as comprehensive long-
range facilities planning director for the 
New York Metropolitan Regional Planning 
Commission; as planning director for the 
New England Regional Commission; as a 
major United Nations official in Pakistan; 
Board Chairman of the Communications 
Coordinating Committee for the United 
Nations; and Principal Representative of 
Architects / Designers / Planners for Social 
Responsibility to the United Nations.

http://www.banking.state.ny.us
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WISDOM ADVISORY, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/20/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 6 Had-
den Road Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

RUBIUS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 3/10/14 Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Corporate Creations 
Network Inc. 15 North Mill St Nyack, NY 
10960. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JT DIAGNOSTICS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/11/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Stern Keiser & Pan-
ken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste. 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

GLORIA LOUZAO LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/29/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O Zussman Law 
PLLC, Attention: Michael J. Zussman, Esq. 
425 East 79th St Ste. 1F New York, NY 10075. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BODMODS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 3/4/14 Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O Zussman Law PLLC Attn: Michael J. Zuss-
man, Esq. 425 E. 79th St Ste. 1F New York, NY 
10075. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

J2EM CAPITAL LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/26/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 11 Ackerman 
Ct Croton on Hudson, NY 10520. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

SPUD HOLDINGS LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/31/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 27 
Country Club LN S Scarborough, NY 10510. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

COWLES AVENUE LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/8/14 Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 69 Cowles Ave. Yonkers, 
NY 10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice of Formation of Atikin Entertainment 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 01/22/14. Principal Office: West-
chester County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The name and ad-
dress of the registered agent, upon which 
process may be served and which will re-
ceive copies of service from the SSNY, is: 
United States Corporation of Agents Inc., 
7014 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. Purpose of 
LLC: any lawful activity.

EMMETT GLOBAL LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/26/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 3876 
Marcy St Mohegan Lake, NY 10547. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

r E A L  E S TAT E

The City of Stamford 
is seeking qualified 

applicants for the following 
positions:

Shift Foreman - WPCA
Salary Range:  

$61,227 - $74,173 
(Annually) 

Applicants must possess a 
Connecticut DEP Class III 

Wastewater Treatment Operator 
or Operator in Training license.

Applications can be obtained at 
www.cityofstamford.org 

or

 
City of Stamford

 Human Resources Department
888 Washington Boulevard,

 Stamford, Connecticut 06904
A resume and/or 

other correspondence will not be
considered as equivalent to an

 application. For additional
 information call the 

Human Resources Department 
(203) 977-4070 

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 

WESTCHESTER 
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LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

http://www.cityofstamford.org
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