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Varaẑdin-Zagreb 
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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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By JOHN J. KIRKWOOD
Reading from The Wall 
Street Journal, John 
McCain famously referred 
to Tea Party supporters as 
Hobbits. I’m not sure that a 

troll calling me a Hobbit is an insult, but to 
build from the metaphor, it took a union of 
elves, dwarves, and men to slay the dragon 
and stay the war. I’ll leave it to the reader 
to sort out just who is whom.

I must begin with an admission: I am 
a proud Republican. I wasn’t always able 
to say that and in the chance that you may 
stop reading at this point, allow me to 
qualify that statement by first saying that 
John McCain, Lindsey Graham, Mitch 
“Myth” McConnell and John Boehner 
are a constant source of agita. My feelings 
toward them verge on loathing. Now let 
me draw out the distinction.

There are three basic categories 
of Republicans: Party, Platform, and 
Independents. Let’s start with the “Party” 
Republican. The “Party” Republican 
is like the annoying frat boy; he wears 
his jersey and is only consumed with 
winning positions of power. He’s a team 
player when it is to his benefit. The team 
mascot here, is not the elephant, it’s the 
RINO (Republican In Name Only). The 
“Party” Republican won’t fight for every 
Republican nor will he stand for the 
Party’s principles. As a matter of fact, he’ll 
sabotage Republicans that threaten the 
status quo and his position, and principles 
are not something to emulate as much as 
they are obstacles to overcome. There will 
be times when the “Party” Republican 
will even work with Democrats against 

“Platform” Republicans. (Referance Mark 
Kirk of Illinois, and the Pennsylvanian 
Republican Party in the last gubernatorial 
election.)

The “Party” Republican will only 
stand for “the pursuit of happiness,” and in 
that way, he’s no Republican at all – he’s a 
Whig. He will embrace terms like “fiscal 
conservative” because he doesn’t have the 
testicular fortitude to stand for the Life 
and Liberty of the unborn. He will mock 
the idea of a “one-issue” voter, completely 
ignoring the fact that the Republican 
Party was born on one issue - and it wasn’t 
the flat tax.

Now let’s describe the Independent. 
The “Independent” Republican is a new 
phenomenon. He was born out of frustra-
tion of seeing the “Party” Republicans ruin 
the label. Hypocrisy, corruption, and the 
“old-boy” network have this Republican 
too embarrassed to continue to carry 
the name, so although he votes “for and 
with” Republicans over 90% of the time, 
he won’t admit to it in public. It’s like the 
Christian who stops going to church and 
bitches about “organized religion;” they 
still believe in God, but they can’t stand 
his followers. “Independent” Republicans 
don’t want to be in the team picture with 
the frat boys.

Then there is the “Platform” 
Republican, of which, I include myself. I 
was never a “Party” Republican because I 
grew up watching what these types tried 
to do to Ronald Reagan. After Bush, 
the senior, I became an “Independent” 
Republican and probably would still be 
one if I didn’t start to meditate on the 

founding of the Party and the Party’s 
platform. When you read the party 
platform and know the party’s history, 
what’s not to love?

The Republican Party was founded 
on the principles annunciated in the 
Declaration of Independence: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

They realized that “Life, Liberty, and 
the Pursuit of Happiness” were not to be 
pitted against one another but must be 
equally honored and ultimately extended 
to the Black man. The Republicans 
enshrined in its platform the most beauti-
ful reflection of what America should be if 
we took our founding documents seriously. 
It still does.

Listen to how the platform describes 
two issues that “Party” Republicans are 
trying to hide from today -The Sanctity 
and Dignity of Human Life and 
Preserving and Protecting Traditional 
Marriage:

“Faithful to the “self-evi-
dent” truths enshrined 
in the Declaration of 
Independence, we assert 
the sanctity of human life 
and affirm that the unborn 
child has a fundamental 
individual right to life 
which cannot be infringed” 
. . . “The institution of 
marriage is the foundation 
of civil society. Its success 
as an institution will 
determine our success as a 
nation. It has been proven 
by both experience and 
endless social science studies 
that traditional marriage 
is best for children.”

The Republican Platform, like The 
U.S. Constitution and The Declaration 
of Independence, is a document worth 
fighting for and standing behind. 
Pretenders that call themselves 

“Republicans” and “Americans,” but 
abandon the principles that make one 
such, should not determine our legacy 
or our children’s destiny. Because lesser 
men actively oppose these documents is 
no reason for the faithful to abandon the 
cause.

A most depressing thing it is to read 
the current Republican platform and then 
survey the men and women who are sup-
posedly representing it. The difference 
between the two platforms is that The 
Republican Platform is a brilliant reflec-
tion of our founding documents while 
the Democrat platform is straight out of 
the pit of hell. The problem is that there 
are so few Republicans who honor their 
platform while the Democrats stand by 
theirs almost to the letter. In this way, the 
Democrat politician is more faithful to his 
charter than is the Republican.

If the “Party” Republicans succeed 
in pushing the “Independents” and the 
“Platform” Republicans from the party 
and they abandon the platform - that will 
be the day they become the New Whig 
Party. That will be the hour that I take 
my allegiance elsewhere. Until then, I will 
fight. And I will shout from the rooftops 
that the “Platform” Republican is the true 

Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 
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914.964.4DOC  |  RiversideHealth.org
967 North Broadway  |  Yonkers  |  NY  |  10701

© 2013 St. John’s Riverside Hospital  |  All Rights Reserved.

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL
YOU’RE GOING TO FEEL THE DIFFERENCE

OUR PARTIAL KNEE REPLACEMENTS
ARE FULLY ENDORSED

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL’S
REVOLUTIONARY NEW APPROACH
FOR KNEE REPLACEMENTS OFFERS
PAIN FREE KNEES IN DAYS.*

St. John’s Riverside Hospital is the ONLY 
medical facility in Westchester to offer this 
revolutionary new approach to Orthopedic 
Knee Replacement surgery.

Restore your active lifestyle 
with little to no pain

DAVID LENT, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

*Individual results may vary. 
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Republican. Time to take our party back!
A wise man once said that “To 

view true Christianity, one must nearly 
ignore all Christians.” In light of today’s 
“Republicans,” I would paraphrase that 
and say, “To view true Republicanism, one 
must nearly ignore all Republicans.”

I love my party not because I love 
Boehner, Graham, and McCain; but in 
spite of them. I love my party because its 
platform is beautiful and honorable and 
deserves a vigorous defense.

I ask you, do you hate America 
because Barack Obama and the left have 
desecrated the nation with foolish and 

corrupt leadership or do you still love 
America for what she was, what our 
Founder’s intended her to be, and what 
you hope to reclaim one day for your 
children and children’s children?

It’s tempting to walk away from a 
disaster, I know; but I ask you to simply 
read our founding documents once more, 
to live by them, and to demand it of those 
that represent you.

Don’t ‘We the People’ owe it to God 

and country? Don’t we owe it to our 
fathers and our sons, to fight for the right 
to live free?

John Kirkwood is a son of Issachar. He is a 
Zionist, gun-toting, cigar-smoking, incan-
descent light bulb-using, 3.2 gallon flushing, 
fur-wearing, Chinese (MSG) eating, 
bow-hunting, SUV driving, unhyphen-
ated American man who loves his wife, isn’t 
ashamed of his country and does not apologize 

for his Christianity. He Pastors Grace Gospel 
Fellowship Bensenville, where “we the people” 
seek to honor “In God we Trust.” He hosts the 
Christian wake up call IN THE ARENA 
every Sunday at Noon on AM 1160 and he 
co-hosts UnCommon Sense, the Christian 
Worldview with a double shot of espresso on 
UncommonShow.com. He is the proud home-
schooling dad of Konnor, Karter and Payton 
and the “blessed from heaven above” husband 
of the Righteous and Rowdy Wendymae.

Happy Passover Bruce Berger, You’re Fired
GOVERNMENT/WESTCHESTER COUNTY

HOUSING/WESTCHESTER COUNTY

By NANCY KING
For fourteen years, 
Democrat Bruce Berger 
served as the Executive 
Director of Westchester 
County’s Solid Waste 

Commission. For those who might 
wonder what that role exactly involves 
this is it in a nutshell; Mr. Berger’s office 
made sure that county carting contracts 
were given to those carting companies 
who didn’t have ties to organized crime. 
Berger, who was a holdover from the 
former County Executive Andy Spano’s 
Administration, had plenty of experience 
in this area prior to being named to this 
position by Spano. As an Assistant District 
Attorney in New York City, Berger led a 
four-year investigation of New York City’s 

private sanitation companies while serving 
in the Rackets Bureau of the New York 
County District Attorney’s Office. Over a 
period of 4-years, Bruce Berger obtained 
114-count indictments against 19 hauling 
companies, 4 waste associations, and 17 
individuals.

The solid waste commission here 
in this county was created to protect our 
county from those same types of charges. 
Berger who is a Democrat was also a non- 
political figure in county government. He 
was a guy who just did his job and did it well. 
But as we all know, if you’re not a member 
of the “friends and family network” here in 
the county, you’re nothing. Berger found 
that out on April 10th, one-hour before 
a commission meeting, and a few hours 
prior to the start of the Jewish holiday of 
Passover. That afternoon, Deputy County 

Executive Kevin Plunkett informed Bruce 
Berger that he needn’t attend that meeting 
and not to bother reporting to work the 
following week either… he was being 
replaced.

Bruce Berger has been replaced by 
Judge Dan Angiolillo who recently lost 
re-election to his judgeship in this past 
November’s election. Judge Angiolillo 
had served as an Appellate Court Judge 
since 2000. However, since Angiolillo had 
been a good Republican foot soldier, he 
was rewarded by being given a job that he 
knows nothing about and isn’t qualified to 
do. It’s actually ironic that Rob Astorino 
got rid of a long-term fraud investiga-
tor at the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) this past winter citing that he didn’t 
think she was qualified to do the job she 
had been engaged in for the past 24-years. 

Pot meet kettle. To add further insult 
to injury, Mr. Berger was in the midst of 
several investigations that will now fall by 
the wayside. It makes one want to run out 
and purchase a garbage truck and see if a 
contract with the county falls from the sky.

Mr. Berger for his part has remained 
fairly silent about the whole ordeal until 
this week when he released a letter to five 
of Mr. Astorinos more beneficent donors. 
In his letter, he requests that those donors 
cease their donations to Astorino who is 
running for New York State Governor. He 
goes even further in stating that if you’ve 
given to that campaign already, you should 
ask for a full refund. Astorino isn’t worried 
about what’s right or even ethical in this 
case, he just wants to win and if it takes 
organized crime’s cash to get the job done 
then so be it. Perhaps the most stinging 
sentence of this letter refers to the Passover 
firing. Astorino, who claims he is deeply 
religious, seemed to have no problem 

having Kevin Plunkett play Pontius Pilate 
and deliver the Judas kiss to Mr. Berger. 
There’s that damn pot calling the kettle 
black again.

By Wednesday of this week, the 
Democratic leadership of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators decided to 
jump into the fray and call for a full inves-
tigation of Berger’s firing and Angiolillo’s 
hiring. While an admirable gesture on 
their part, where were they last week and 
why didn’t they act on this as soon as they 
found out about this? Ah, the sweet mys-
teries of the life politic. In the meantime, if 
you want a county waste contract, they’ll 
be easy to acquire; all you’ll need is a 
checkbook and a donation form made out 
to Astorino for Governor.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.

HUD Extends Final Order of Compliance on Westchester County By May 6, 2014
By MARK 

JOHNSTON
In a letter 
dated April 
23, 2014, 
addressed

to
Wes t c he s t e r 

County Executive 
Rob Astorino, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Special Need Mark Johnston of the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Community Planning and Development, 
gave notice of his office’s Intent to 
Reallocate FY2012 Westchester County 
Formula Funds. Mr Johnston noted 
that, “On August 16, 2013, I provided 
you with notice regarding Westchester 
County’s FY2011 HUD Formula grant 

funds, which have since been reallocated 
or expired. In that letter, I also notified 
you that HUD would contact you con-
cerning the County’s intention on the 
FY2012 formula funds. HUD previously 
rejected the County’s certification that 
it will affirmatively further fair housing 
(“AFFH”) and disapproved its action plan 
for FY2012 by letter dated April 27, 2012. 
Since that date, the County has failed to 
provide the assurance requested to come 
into compliance with the AFFH certifica-
tion, so as to allow HUD to approve the 
FY2012 annual action plan.”

“Because of the County’s failure 
to undertake remedial action to date, 
HUD hereby provides notice of its 
intent to proceed with the realloca-
tion of the County’s FY2012 formula 
funds in the following amounts: 

Program……FY2012 Amount
…………………to Reallocate
CDGB…………..$3,915,674
HOME………….$ 846,884
ESG……………..$….465,769
TOTAL………..$5,228,327
“By letter of August 9, 2013, HUD 

provided the County notice of its con-
tinuing noncompliance, and informed 
the County of the steps that it could take 
to avoid reallocation of FY2011 formula 
funds. Given the County’s inaction and 
refusal to design its own solution, HUD 
provided the County with a roadmap 
to coming into compliance with the 
Settlement and its AFFH obligation. 
Specifically, the Department notified you 
that the County could receive the formula 

grants through the following steps: (1) 
acknowledge its legal duty to AFFH, (2) 
adopt the findings and recommendations 
in the Monitor’s Report on Westchester 
County’s Analysis of Municipal Zoning, 
(3) amend its zoning submission for the 
31 municipalities with low populations of 
Black and Hispanic households to address 
the impact that restrictive zoning prac-
tices may have on those populations by 
limiting the availability of affordable and 
multifamily housing, to the extent that 
those populations throughout the County 
have greater affordable and multifamilty 
housing needs, consistent with the criteria 
set forth in HUD’s letter, and (4) imple-
ment a strategy to overcome exclusionary 
zoning practices. Westchester, by letter 
dated August 15, 2013, rejected HUD’s 

request for assurances that it would follow 
the roadmap provided a productive alter-
native way to come into compliance with 
the Settlement Agreement and its AFFH 
obligations. Instead, the County has 
steadfastly refused to revised to revise its 
Analysis of impediments to Fair Housing 
Choice (“AI”) to include an adequate 
analysis of restrictive zoning practices 
and a strategy to overcome exclusionary 
zoning.

“As confirmed by United States 
District Court for the Southern District 
of New York, Section 104 of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 
1974 expressly commits certification 
decisions to HUD’s discretion. County 
of Westchester v. HUD, 13 Civ. 2741, 
slip op., at 9 (S.D.N.Y, August 14, 2013). 

Continued from page 3
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HUD Extends Final Order of Compliance on Westchester 
County By May 6, 2014

And the August 10, 2009, Stipulation and 
Order of Settlement between the United 
States and the County, at paragraph 32, 
expressly requires the County to submit an 
AI deemed acceptable by HUD.

“In view of the above, HUD intends 
to reallocate the FY2012 formula funds for 
the same reasons outlined in the August 
9, 2013, letter. Before it takes this action, 
however, HUD hereby renews its offer for 
the County to come into compliance. The 
attached special assurances are substan-
tially identical to those presented to the 
County last year, and allow additional time 
for the completion of the amended zoning 

submission to be incorporated in the AI.
“To avoid reallocation of the FY2012 

formula funds, the County must sign and 
submit the attached special assurances 
by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, May 7, 2014. 
If the assurances are provided, HUD 
will approve the County’s FY2012 and 
FY2013 annual action plans and award 
the covered formula funds to the County 
upon timely satisfaction of all submission 
requirements.

“Please contact me if you have any 
questions.

Signed, “Sincerely, Mark Johnston, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Special Needs”

 

OPEN HOUSE  SATURDAY, MAY 3RD FROM 12-4PM

ULTRASOUND CAREERS BEGIN HERE

Specialized Diagnostic Medical
Sonography Career Training at
Center for Ultrasound Research & Education
Classes start soon

• 12-24 Month Certifi cate Programs
• Day and Evening Classes • Job Placement Assistance
• 0% Interest Financial Assistance Available
• Licensed by NYSED / BPSS; Accredited by ABHES 
• Growing, In Demand Profession

CALL 1-855-THE CURE • 1-855-843-2873
271 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY

www.cure.edu 

Westchester’s Loss of Federal Funds
By Assemblymember SHELLEY MAYER
YONKERS, NY -- “I am deeply disap-
pointed that County Executive Astorino 
has rejected millions in federal dollars for 
our not-for -profit agencies in Westchester. 
His unwillingness to enter into an acceptable 
plan to meet the compliance requirements 
of the consent judgment agreed to by 
Westchester County and HUD is unjus-
tified and irresponsible. I am confident 
that working together with HUD, we 
could resolve this case while expanding 
equal housing opportunities if the County 
Executive demonstrated a good faith will-
ingness to comply with the law and address 
exclusionary zoning provisions. So far, the 
County Executive’s actions fall far short of 
that.”

CommunitySection

By MARK JEFFERS
Spring cleaning is upon us, 
so, I dusted off my lawn 
chair, swept the front porch 
and wrote this week’s 
“winter is finally over” 

edition of “News & Notes.”
April showers bring May flowers 

and the St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Spring Plant Sale. From Saturday, May 
3rd through Sunday, May 11th, the historic 
church will have a wide variety of beau-
tiful mixed flower baskets, flats of hardy 
annuals and great gifts for Mother’s Day 
for sale from 10:00 am to 6:00pm daily. 
St. Luke’s is located at 331 Route 100 in 
Somers.

The Bedford Village Chowder & 
Marching Club will hold their annual Tag 
Sale and Clean-up days on Friday, May 
2nd and Saturday, May 3rd at the Crusher 
Road Highway Facility in Bedford. Call 
234-0039 to schedule a pick-up of your 
stuff.

Do you need some ideas to perk up 
your outdoor space? … then, on Saturday, 
May 11th, you will want to explore three 

private gardens in Chappaqua, Hastings-
on-Hudson, and Mt. Kisco, open to the 
public for self-guided tours to benefit 
the Garden Conservancy. No reserva-
tions required; rain or shine.  Begin 
at the Vanchiswar & Mani Garden at 
76 Castle Road in Chappaqua, or visit 
the Westchester Open Days Program 
Website for more locations. Admission: 
$5 per garden; children 12 & under free. 
Highlights include a vertical garden, use 
of native plants, extensive azalea and rho-
dodendron display, woodland walks, and a 
natural brook with primula.

Over in Katonah, “The Mind and 
Music of George Gershwin” will be pre-
sented in the Caramoor Music Room” on 
May 13th.

My wife will start celebrating 
Mother’s Day a week early by bonding 
with our daughters and the great outdoors 
at a mother/daughter hike at Teatown’s 
Cliffdale Farm on Sunday, May 4th  at 
10:00am. They suggest that you bring 
water and wear comfortable hiking 
footwear to hike the Cliffdale Loop 
trail. All are welcome, programs require 

pre-registration, call 914-762-2912, x 110.
Don’t miss the 2nd annual Community 

Yard Sale on Sunday, May 4th, at the 
commuter lot #1 in Larchmont.

One of our favorite events is coming 
up on June 9th, the 37th Annual Guiding 
Eyes Golf Classic featuring football star 
NY Giants QB Eli Manning.  This year 
the organization will honor London 
Nielsen as volunteer of the year.

The Visiting Nurses Association of 
Hudson Valley will host its 20th Annual 
Awards Presentation at Haymount House 
in Briarcliff Manor on May 1st.

Did you know that it is “Nurses 
Appreciation Week,” May 6th through 
May 12th?  Here’s to all those hard working 
folks that bring relief and look after us...

ArtsWestchester’s Spring Exhibition 
“Arts Bash” will take place May 16th in 
White Plains; we always enjoy a good 
bash; so check it out…

Fore!  The Fox Lane Sports Boosters 
Club’s Sixth Annual Golf Outing, Dinner 
and Auction will be held on Monday, May 
5th, at the GlenArbor Country Club in 

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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Bedford Hills.
Guys & gals, 5th – 12th grade come 

to learn the basics of babysitting at this 
free workshop at The Field Library in 

Peekskill on May 27th.  Topics will include 
the responsibilities of the sitter, responsi-
bilities of the parents of the children you 
are sitting for; safety and emergencies; and 
playing with the children you are sitting. 
All participants will receive a certificate for 

completion of the event.  Lunch, snacks, 
and drinks will be provided, pre-regis-
tration is required and will be accepted 
on a first-served basis at 914-737-0010.  
This event is generously underwritten 
by a grant from the H.O.P.E. For Youth 
Foundation, supporting Hudson Valley 
youth programs that foster healthy growth 

and positive achievement.
The Vietnam Veterans of America 

have a Westchester County area pick-up 
scheduled for May 1st; they are looking for 
re-usable clothing and toys & games, call 
800-775-8387 for more information.

Besides Spring cleaning it is also the 
season for charity walks and runs, so please 

participate where and when you can… see 
you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Anti-Semitism in Europe and Kansas City
COMMUNITY / PEOPLE

By RICHARD BRODSKY
Americans are tempted 
to shrug off tragedies like 
yesterday’s murder of three 
Jews in Kansas City as 
the work of crazy people. 

There seems to be less of a threat to the 
rest of us if the murderers are insane, rather 
than motivated by ideology or religious 
hate. That’s a dangerous attitude to take 

anywhere.
Kansas City is the American heart-

land. Kiev and Athens and Riga and 
Moscow are far away. But there are stir-
rings across the world that do not permit 
us to think of anti-Semitism and murder 
as isolated outbursts by madmen. There are 
political forces all over the world that are 
bringing Nazi ideology and symbols and 
language into mainstream political institu-
tions. We ignore them at our own peril.

In Kansas City, we’re told that the 
murderer yelled “Heil Hitler.” In Kiev 
leaders of the political movements Right 
Sector and Svoboda have published “Stop 
The Criminal Activities Of Organized 
Jewry.” And World Without Nazism, a 
European organization working with the 
European Parliament and elected officials 
from across Europe has published a 1,000-
page, country-by-country investigation of 
Nazi and neo-Nazi movements. Some are 

fringe elements or crazy people. Some are 
organized political parties with member-
ship in their national legislatures. Some 
honor Hitler and his SS legions. Some 
engage in organized street violence against 
Jews, Romanisch people, gays and immi-
grants. None of them will go away quietly.

I certainly hope the murders in 
Kansas City are the responsibility of a 
raving lunatic. Even if so, the evidence 
elsewhere should give us pause. And where 
Nazism raises its head, we should be there 
in opposition.

In 1935 as Nazism got organized 

in Europe the great American novelist 
Sinclair Lewis wrote, “It Can’t happen 
Here,” a tale of an American Fascist 
up-swelling. Well, 80 years later, It Can 
Happen Here. It did.

First published by Huff Post 
POLITICS on April 14, 2014.

Richard Brodsky is a fellow at the Demos 
think tank in New York City and at the 
Wagner School at New York University. 
Follow Richard Brodsky on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/richardbrodsky

Varaždin-Zagreb
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
While VAFI International 
Children and Youth 
Animation Film Festival 
was taking place in 
Varaždin, many events 

were also happening in the Croatian 
capital of Zagreb. The most notable is the 
yearly event called Noć knjige or “Book 
Night” which took place on the 23rd of 
April where all libraries at Ban Josip Jelačić 
Square, Zagreb’s city center, hosted “book” 
authors who attended in order to narrate 
parts of their writing work to the attend-
ing audience. Accompanied by Mashhor 
Mohamed, the director at Nile Cinema 
TV, I decided to take a day trip to Zagreb 
on this special occasion to meet many 

intellectuals and creators near the central 
square.

First was the Syrian born Samir 
Haddad who studied filmmaking in 
the 1970s during the days of the former 
Yugoslavia. Haddad, who strikes a great 
resemblance to Egyptian born actor Omar 
Sharif, is a long time friend of Branko 
Schmidt, one of the leading Croatian 
filmmakers. In the 1980s, Haddad worked 
as assistant director in the early films by 
Schmidt; he thereafter decided to venture 
into the fashion industry by creating in 
1988 “Image Haddad”, Croatia’s first con-
temporary prêt-a-porter fashion house.

Near the square lives Zlatko 
Vidačković who was the artistic director of 
the Pula Film Festival since 2005 and also 
the founder of “Art Cinema Metropolis” 
in the Zagreb Museum of Contemporary 
Art, a program showcasing important 
international films. Vidačković is also 
the vice-president of FEDEORA, the 
Federation of Film Critics of Europe and 
the Mediterranean. During his term as 
artistic director, the Pula Festival became 
the most successful cultural event in 
Croatia with 78,000 visitors, including 
many renowned film artists, such as Greta 

Scacchi, Christopher Lee, James Ivory, 
and Ralph Fiennes attending. Zlatko is 
currently curating the European Festival 
with the 3rd edition taking place next July 
in Zagreb.

Daniel Rafaelić is both an archae-
ologist and film critic/historian. He has 
recently published an important book 
called Kinematografija in which he retraced, 
for the first time, the archives of Croatian 
film since the 1940s with a detailed analysis 
of all films and newsreels, as well as the 

synthesis of thousands of archival docu-
ments from Zagreb, Belgrade, Berlin, and 
Rome. For the first time as well, Rafaelić is 
the first Croatian-based author to analyze 
propaganda films made by Nazi Germany 
during WWII. The glossary of his book 
also includes unseen manuscripts, photos 
and movie posters being published for the 
first time in addition to valuable interviews 
with some of the most important actors of 

that era, whom Rafaelić managed to meet 
before they passed away.

Rafaelić is also preparing a new 
book called Cinema of the Sun that will 
be focusing on the portrayal of Ancient 
Egypt in world cinema. The chapters will 
discuss films such as Ronald Emerich’s 
10.000 BC (2008) and Disney’s Atlantis 
(2001) that linked Egyptian prehistory to 

Filmmaker and fashion designer Samir 
Haddad.

Sherif Awad and Daniel Rafaelić standing in the Ancient Egyptian room at the Archaeological 
Museum of Zagreb.

The Noć Knjige or Book Night poster held on 
April 23, 2014 in Zagreb.

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 7
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other ancient civilizations, and also figures 
like Imhotep, the chief architect, and the 
creator of the first step-pyramid who 
came to life in the Stephen Sommers’ The 
Mummy (1999), and Ramses, who was 
portrayed in films like Slave’s Queen (1924), 
The Ten Commandments (1923 and 1956 
versions), and the Prince of Egypt (1998), 
as well as Les Aventures Extraordinaires 
d’Adèle Blanc-Sec (2010), the French film 
directed by Luc Besson.

Rafaelić also took us for a visit to the 
Archaeological Museum of Zagreb where 
an astounding Ancient Egyptian collec-
tion containing more than 2100 items is 
exhibited. The museum possesses several 
papyrus manuscripts with writings from 
the Book of the Dead, in addition to a 
mummy wrapped in sliced bands of linen 

in the Etruscan language.
At the Galerijski Centar, named 

after the late prominent Bosnian film 
director, screenwriter, playwright and 

journalist Fadil Hadžić, the beautiful 
filmmaker Irena Škorić came to read 
passages of her award-winning novella 
Vikend (Weekend) which centers on 

several patients staying at one Zagreb 
public hospital. There is Joseph, a cinema 
stuntman who injured his eye, and Kreso 
who was hurt in a traffic accident. They 
both fall in love with Mira, another patient 
lying in the next room.

At the end of the day, we head back 
to Varaždin where the official opening of 
VAFI took place on April the 24th...

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine ( www.
EgyptToday.com ), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 
in The Netherlands. He also contributes to 
Variety, in the United States, and is the film 
critic of Variety Arabia ( http://varietyarabia.
com/ ), in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website ( http://
www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132 
) and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com ).

80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT
(203) 438-5795

ridgefieldplayhouse.org

Ottmar Liebert 
& Luna Negra
Fri, May 23 @ 8PM
5-time Grammy Award
Nominee & Nouveau
Flamenco Guitarist!

Bernie Williams
Sun, June 8 @ 8PM
Afternoon Celebrity Softball
Game to be announced!
The legendary Yankees
slugger and chart-topping
guitarist returns!
Meet & Greet tickets available!

The Wailers
Sun, May 18 @ 8PM
The 30th Anniversary of
“Legend” Tour
Special Guest Makua
Honoring Bob Marley by
performing the iconic
album “Legend”.

Sheila E
Sun, June 1 @ 8PM
The Queen of Percussion!
With hit songs “Let’s 
Go Crazy,” and “Erotic
City.”

ROCK SERIES

CLARK CONSTRUCTION COMEDY SERIES

Jim Bruer
Sat, June 28 @ 8M
Jim Breuer remains one of
today’s ‘top entertainers
and continues to win over
audiences with his off the
wall humor and lovable 
personality.

ART, WINE & JAZZ SERIES
Wine & cheese tastings and reception with 

local artist  in the lobby @ 7:15pm

The Dan Band
Sat, May 17 @ 8PM

From the box office hit Old
School, performing his now

infamous rendition of 
"Total Eclipse of the Heart".

CLARK CONSTRUCTION COMEDY SERIES

Jonny Lang
Friday, June 6 @ 8PM
The Grammy Award
Winning sensation is
back with his first 
studio album in seven
years and he's sound-
ing better than ever.

RP westchester guardian may.qxp_Layout 1        

Irena Škorić reading her novella “Vikend”- “Weekend” while being photographed by Egyptian 
director Mashhor Mohamed from Nile Cinema TV.

Easter–Reflections on the Month-long Solemn Holiday in a Secular Culture

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

By GLENN SLABY
The first candy appeared 
early on local store shelves, 
utilizing that space once 
allocated to a prior food 
fest. Televised commercials 

then began appearing on the television, 
cable, and radio with ever increasing effi-
ciency. Again, we are told joy can come 
from purchasing things, especially things 
for children. Seems like Christmas greed 
has returned and this ‘one’ day festival is 
seemingly over without any deeper reflec-
tion. If it was not for certain personal 
situations, I too would have enjoyed more, 
eaten more, questioned less, and pondered 
less.

“Easter tells us that life is to be inter-
preted not simply in terms of things but in 
terms of ideals.” For some years now, I had 
looked forward to a fast passage of Lent, 
to an end of various winter anxieties, and 
a spring that can promise so much hope. I 
looked forward for my own personal joy, 
my individual goals and rewards; easily 
forgetting that “Easter is the demonstra-
tion of God that life is essentially spiritual 
and timeless.” Both italicized quotes are by 
Charles M. Crowe.

Our Churches give us fifty days to 
offer thanksgiving to God for the gift of 

Christ’s victory over sin and death.  The 
Resurrection was revolutionary and is 
living, reoccurring continuously through 
our spiritual and religious environs. Easter 
is the constant renewal confirming what 
happened in that 1st Century. Guadalupe 
is not a tale of an Indian’s imagination, but 
a living story, living through a tilma that 
by all concepts of understanding should 
not exist, but is alive in all our times. It is 
also Lourdes, Knock, Fatima, and count-
less other events and individuals… Padre 
Pio - the living crucifix, Fr. Solanus Casey, 
Mother Teresa, Sr. Katharine Drexel, and 
so on.  All who have experienced and dis-
played the supernatural from above are 
beyond what we understand as the natural 
world. Events such as these do not occur in 
a vacuum and without cause.

I consistently overlooked that Easter 
is not just a one day celebration but a 
season of events, remembrances and 
prayers; getting caught up in my own 
personal life, problems and self-identity. 
For better or worse, our secular culture also 
seemingly gets immersed in the econom-
ics of daily life/survival. How important is 
what we are losing so detrimental to our 
various healths – spiritual, family, mental, 
etc.? How much more would we as indi-
viduals, as family members ,and as a society, 

gain by knowing the historical (going back 
to early Judaism and Pentecost) and the 
spiritual? I have no answers, just questions. 
Maybe someone does. “The Resurrection 
above all constitutes the confirmation of all 
Christ’s works and teachings. All truths, even 
those most inaccessible to human reason, find 
their justification if Christ by his Resurrection 
has given the definitive proof of his divine 
authority, which he had promised” (The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, #651).

To assist in my personal journey, to 
seek reinforcement over my chronic inse-
curities, anxieties, I try to reach outward 
toward the spiritual where the greatest 
constraints are not monetary, but secu-
larism, materialism and the ever pressing 
clock with fast approaching, unmet dead-
lines. I also must tread carefully, for seeking 
can become an obsession in itself.

The Roman, Eastern and other 
Churches have established, ingrained 
practices for the lay person on this quest 
of a fifty-day celebration of Easter Sunday 
to Pentecost, aiding in the pursuit to a 
personal resurrection. A remedy of hope 
for life and my imperfections? Can the 
Resurrection free me of my own trials if 
I learn and use what all Churches offer?  
Can this singularity in all of history be 
fully comprehended?

The fifty-day celebration is part 
of Easter, not for Easter. Lasting until 
Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit 
(the Birth of the Church). This solemnity 
gives one the opportunity to reflect and 
renew, in a culture that does not give time 
nor reason to celebrate. The power of our 
economic system can and will overshadow 
our beliefs of this true myth and mystery 
of a resurrection that conquers death and 
corruption of the body.

Additionally, the Easter season is 
a contrast to our society where, sadly, 
the longest celebration for our national 
heritage are eagerly desired three day 
weekends – Memorial, President’s and 
Labor Day. Even our nation’s birth is a 
short one-day break from our mundane 
money-making routine.

“The joyful news that He is risen does not 
change the contemporary world. Still before 
us lie work, discipline, and sacrifice. But the 
fact of Easter (the entire season) gives us the 
spiritual power to do the work, accept the 
discipline, and make the sacrifice.”-- Henry 
Knox Sherrill. I am guilty of doing chores 
and tasks piece meal, never taking in the 
entire project from beginning to end, only 
in segments; and celebration of religious 
holidays is an example. I may also be over 

Continued from page 6
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Easter–Reflections on the Month-long Solemn Holiday in a Secular Culture

selective in choosing which days, activities, 
and/or sacrifices I am willing to participate.

“The big problem that confronts 
Christianity (me) is not Christ’s enemies. The 
real religious problem exists in the souls of 

those of us who in their hearts believe in God, 
and who recognize their obligations to love 
Him and serve Him; yet do not!” C.G. Jung, 
“Modern Man in Search of a Soul”.  It can be 
so complicated at times to serve. Too many 
how’s, why’s, where’s and when’s. Maybe 

the answer to many problems may lie in 
what we give instead of what we gather for 
ourselves.

At least it is not celebrated, com-
mercialized, or hijacked by free enterprise 
which has corrupted Christmas so 

thoroughly. At least not yet.
St. Augustine, “The fifty days of 

Easter exclude fasts, since it is in antici-
pation of the banquet that awaits us on 
high.” (Sermon 252). Easter culminates in 
the Ascension to the Father (after 40 days) 
and the sending of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Church (the fiftieth day).

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former account with an MBA, he is a free-
lancer with The Westchester Guardian, writes 
part-time, and struggles with mental illness, 
yet works at the New Rochelle Public Library 
and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, 
New York.

Gut-Check: Is Christianity Divisive?
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

By LUKE HAMILTON
Select a passerby at 
random on a crowded 
city street and ask him 
to describe Christians 
and you are likely to hear 

words like “judgmental, divisive, and nar-
row-minded”. In some circles, the word 
“Christian” has become synonymous with 
bigotry. Ironically, denigrating an entire 
group of people based on what they believe 
fulfills the definition of bigotry. Pot, meet 
Kettle. But is it true? Are Christians judg-
mental, divisive, and narrow-minded?

This line of attack is very familiar to 
conservatives, both in the political realm 
and the theological. It’s rooted in the 
Alinskian doctrine of Shame & Ridicule. 
Progressives have been using it for decades, 
yet it’s only now that the vapid erosion 
of the American mind has progressed 
far enough for it to gain any serious 
traction. The doctrine teaches that ridicule 
and shame are nearly invincible when 

weaponized. Not only are they uncomfort-
able for the target, but they leave a stain 
whether the claims being made are true or 
not. As the old adage goes, if you want to 
put someone on their heels, ask them how 
long it’s been since they stopped beating 
their wife. Their attention shifts from 
offense to defense. In days past, this tactic 
was often seen as dirty pool by all except 
the most parasitic of community organiz-
ers and labor union bosses. After all, who 
was willing to tarnish their reputation by 
slandering someone falsely? Fast forward 
to today’s climate of hedonistic moral 
relativism and there’s no reason not to use 
Shame & Ridicule as freely and deceitfully 
as one desires.

The tactic has achieved such fantas-
tic success against political conservatives, 
it’s often being used to attack theological 
conservatives now. Just as in the political 
arena, it plays on the paralyzing fear of 
“losing our audience” through the stigma 
of dogmatic adherence to conservatism. 

On the theological battlefield, it plays on 
the fear of driving away potential parish-
ioners because of divisive doctrine. As 
the Republican party flouts the will of 
Republican voters to push amnesty for 
illegal aliens, large portions of mainstream 
Christianity are poised to kowtow on the 
issue of so-called gay marriage, against the 
wishes of most Christians in the pews.

This fear and ideological uncertainty 
has led many so-called conservatives to 
“evolve” their positions on these issues, 
in order to alleviate some of the Shame 
& Ridicule. Unfortunately, this is what 
happens when leaders are placed in posi-
tions of prominence because of what 
they say, instead of what they believe and 
how they act. The cowardice displayed by 
prominent leaders on both fronts is simul-
taneously disheartening and infuriating. 
The most popular churches in the land 
are led by men who play it safe. Lakewood 
Church, led by Pastor Guy Smiley, will 
not preach about sin because he’d rather 

tickle the ears than magnify the grace of 
Christ. Pastor Andy Stanley of North 
Point Ministries in Alpharetta, Georgia 
has no problem with open homosexual 
relationships in his church but believes 
that Christians have a “branding” problem, 
as if we were a line of basketball shoes. Bill 
Hybels in Barrington, IL promotes envi-
ronmentalism and New Age mysticism 
from the pulpit at Willow Creek. These are 
just 3 men, but between them they regu-
larly speak to nearly 100,000 Americans 
every week.

From the outside looking in, these 
men represent a good portion of the 
American church; the same way Tim 
Cook and Bill Gates represent a good 
portion of the computing industry. All the 
signs of success are present: the fannies are 
in the seats and the tithes are flowing like 
champagne. But what does that mean? Is 
it a sign of God’s favor that their minis-
tries have been so richly-blessed? Or is 
it akin to the mounds of gold heaped up 
by the Church’s sale of indulgences in the 
Dark Ages? In that situation, the Church 
offered her benediction upon immoral and 

unrighteous lifestyles in return for material 
wealth and adulation. Is today’s Church 
any different? Or are these men engaging 
in the same economic transaction by 
accepting a buy-out to avoid uncomfort-
able convos?

At least on the surface, the answer to 
the question “Are Christians divisive and 
narrow-minded?” seems to be “No”. The 
largest pulpits in the land preach a brand 
of belief as free of division and judgment 
as possible. When pressed for any absolute 
boundaries, they yammer relativist plati-
tudes and retreat to their shop-worn 
soundbites. But is this an accurate repre-
sentation of Christianity? Author Michael 
Horton answers in his book Christless 
Christianity:

“To say, ‘I don’t have it in my heart to 
condemn people’ is to point to one’s own 
niceness rather than to the judgment that 
holds us all accountable as transgressors 
before God. The proper preaching of the 
law—God’s holiness, righteousness, glory, 
and justice—will not create an us versus 
them self-righteousness but will expose 

U.S. Navy Petty Officer Phillip Justich–Why Being There Matters
PEOPLE

By DUSTIN GOOD
DALLAS, TX and MOUNT VERNON, 
NY -- Petty Officer 1st Class Phillip 
Justich, a Mt. Vernon, N.Y. native and 
culinary specialist assigned to the littoral 
combat ship USS Fort Worth (LCS 3), 
prepared a strombolli with Dallas-Fort 
Worth Fox News affiliate “Good Day” co-
anchor Lauren Przybyl during Dallas-Fort 
Worth Navy Week. Dallas-Fort Worth 
Navy Week is one of six signature Navy 
Weeks planned across America in 2014, 
and designed to help increase Americans’ 
understanding of their Navy’s mission, 
capabilities, and relevance to national 
security. Your U.S. Navy Sailors protect 

and defend America on the world’s 
oceans. Tens of thousands of America’s 
finest young men and women are deployed 
around the world doing just that, and they 
are there around the clock, far from our 
shores, defending America at all times.

On our planet, more than 70 percent 
of which is covered by water, being there 
means having the ability to act from the 
sea. The U.S. Navy is uniquely positioned 
to be there; the world’s oceans give the 
U.S. Navy the power to protect America’s 
interests anywhere, and at any time. Your 
Navy protects and defends America on the 
world’s oceans. U.S. Navy ships, subma-
rines, aircraft and, most importantly, tens 

of thousands of America’s finest young 
men and women are deployed around the 
world doing just that. They are there now. 
They will be there when we are sleeping 
tonight. They will be there every Saturday, 
Sunday and holiday this year. They are 
there around the clock, far from our shores, 
defending America at all times.

The U.S. Navy is deployed around 
the clock and ready to protect and defend 
America on the world’s oceans.

MC2 (SW) Dustin Good is engaged 
in Media Production Support as part of 
the Navy Office of Community Outreach.

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Navy taken by Senior Chief Mass Communication Specialist Gary 
Ward.

Continued from page 7

Continued on page 9



Page 9THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, MAy 1, 2014

Gut-Check: Is Christianity Divisive?

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

the best works, done from the best motives 
of the best among us, as filthy rags before 
God’s searching judgment. Bad law-
preaching levels some of us; Osteen’s omission 
of the law levels none of us; biblical preaching 
of the law levels all of us.”

So the answer to our question is 
“Yes…and No”. No, Christians are not 
divisive because properly-understood, 
biblical preaching of the law is the 
most egalitarian application of morality 
possible. It says that Mother Theresa is no 
more righteous than Ted Bundy. We all 
stand convicted before a thrice-holy God. 
And Yes, Christianity and its adherents are 

divisive, narrow-minded, and judgmental 
because truth requires it and the gospel is 
founded upon it. As Chesterton quipped, 
the point of having an open mind is the 
same as having an open mouth—to close 
it upon something solid. Christianity is a 
worldview which claims to be true, abso-
lutely. That means to believe in it, you must 
disbelieve in that which contradicts it; 
which is very narrow-minded. The Apostle 
Paul described the Word as sharper than 
a sword, “piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow”.

So get out there and be divisive. 
Not needlessly so, obviously, but don’t 
allow aspersions of shame and ridicule 

to intimidate you into a mealy-mouthed, 
moral morass. Be proud of your narrow-
mind and always be prepared to share what 
you’ve decided to close your mind upon.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right- 
wing, Christian constitutionalist. When 
not penning columns for ClashDaily. 
com, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands of 
liberty-starved citizens from the progres- 
sive gulags of Illinois to [relative] freedom. 
Hamilton is the creative mind/voice behind 
Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www. 
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his weakness.

 Holistic Health Services   
 240 North Ave. Suite 204 A
New Rochelle, NY 10801  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

I wasn’t certain about 
with this new Charlie 
Daniels album of all 
cover songs authored 
by Bob Dylan? But I 
can report that I am 
quite impressed by 
many aspects of this 
recording. Mr. Daniels 
sounds great on vocals 
and fiddle, and his 
band is in full lockstep 
from beginning to 
end. No surprise; 
especially if you’ve 
seen this very talented 
group of musicians in 
concert.

‘Tangled Up In 
Blue” is the opener 
that finds a very 
youthful sounding 
Charlie Daniels vocal and his hot fiddle, 
the band is firing on all cylinders and is in 
synch especially Bruce Brown’s dobro and 
Shannon Wickline’s piano, Things sound 
a little contrived and deliberate on “Times 
They Are Changing,” but “I’ll Be Your 
Baby Tonight” feels more comfortable 
for the band, where Brown and Wickline 
(again) excel on dobro and piano. “Gotta 
Serve Somebody” is tastefully rearranged 

and percolates when the pianist Wickline 
sets the tone with a fine vamp for the 
other soloists and background vocalists 
to improvise and toy with. “I Shall Be 
Released” is given a lush-country treat-
ment that works well, and the short and 
sweet “Country Pie” prances with vigor! 
“Mr. Tambourine Man” felt out of place 
to me, but “Hard Rain’s Gonna Fall” fares 
better especially with the crescendo the 
band builds towards with plus Daniels’ 

passionate vocals. I 
thought “Just Like a 
Woman” had some 
rough spots, but the 
closing “Quinn the 
Eskimo (The Mighty 
Quinn)” takes off 
with Daniels fiddle, 
making it a romping 
county hoot.

Forty years ago 
Daniels was enlisted 
a sideman for Bob 
Dylan on three 
albums; “Nashville 
Skyline,” “Self 
Portrait,” and “New 
Morning,” thus there’s 
the Dylan-Daniels 
connection. They’d 
probably learned 
a lot from each 

other too, and both have had success-
ful journeys since. I’d suspect Mr. Dylan 
would approve “Off the Grid ~ Doin’ It 
Dylan.” As for yours truly, I’ve always had 
issues with Dylan’s vocals, and found it 
refreshing to hear Charlie Daniels sing 
and interpret these famous tunes, and 
(for the most part) I also like Daniels 
band better too, especially when they 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

The Charlie Daniels Band
“Off The Grid – Doin’ It Dylan”  
www.BlueHatRecords.com

Continued from page 8
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The Charlie Daniels Band-“Off The Grid – Doin’ It Dylan” 

step out a bit and showoff their telepathic 
interplay. Long story short: This is not; 

one-off rip-off money making scheme 
of Daniels trying to capitalize on Dylan. 
As the entire Charlie Daniels Band are 
fully engaged, passionate and spot-on 

from beginning to end. Making “Off the 
Grid ~ Doin’ It Dylan” one of the nicest 
surprise albums of 2014. More details at: 
www.CharlieDaniels.com

Bob Putignano has for fifteen years been 
pivotal at WFDU with his “Sounds of 
Blue” radio show: www.SoundsofBlue.com 
. Previously, a senior contributing editor 
at BluesWax, Blues Revue, and Goldmine 
magazines, and Music Editor for The 

Westchester Guardian. Putignano can be 
contacted at: bob8003@yahoo.com

Jews and Muslims Get Along When There is No Politics
PEOPLE

By NANCY KING
Sam Sussman is the co-
founder and co-director 
of the non-profit Extend 
Tours, an educational 
exchange program where 

American Jewish students can travel to 
the West Bank of Palestine to gain a 
broader and clearer view of the differences 
in the living conditions of Palestinians 
living along the West Bank. Sussman 
himself learned of the deplorable condi-
tions himself while on a tour of Israel. 
Having grown up in a Jewish commu-
nity, Mr. Sussman had always heard that 
the Palestinian people were nothing 
more than terrorists who only wanted 
to destroy Israel, Israelis and of course 
to take the land that the state of Israel 
sits on. As a matter of fact if you ask the 
average American, Jewish or not what 
they know about Palestinians and more 
than likely you get the answer that “they’re 
all terrorists”. Knowing that education is 

the quickest way to open the dialogue to 
peace, prompted Mr. Sussman to come up 
with his program.

Thousands of young Jewish 
Americans study abroad in Israel every 
year and yet almost none of them make 
the short trip to the West Bank. Young 

Americans know little about the sover-
eignty of the West Bank region on the 
banks of the Jordan River. All that is 
usually taught in high school social studies 
classes is that the West Bank is a heavily 
populated area that Israel occupied during 
the Six Day War of 1967 and remains 

bitterly contested to this day. In other 
words, we just don’t educate our young 
people about the conflict. Without edu-
cation, this sort of historical and political 
ignorance will always give birth to one side 
being racially profiled. However, when Mr. 
Sussman was offered an opportunity to 
travel to the West Bank he seized it. What 
he saw and learned defied everything 
that he had grown up learning about the 
settlers in the West Bank.

Those living along the border have 
had their lives altered, by not only the 
constant conflict that sprouts up regu-
larly, but they also live with daily security 
and military checkpoints. The students 
who participate in this program also get 
to experience traveling through these 
military checkpoints.

Since its inception, Extend has hosted 
four subsidized trips from Jerusalem to the 
West Bank and has definitely changed the 
perception of the Jewish students who visit 
the primarily Muslim region. At this time, 

Mr. Sussman is planning for the summer 
2014 excursions. Sam Sussman who 
happens to be only 23 years old will be fur-
thering his education and efforts towards 
promoting international human rights this 
fall; he’s been awarded a full scholarship to 
Oxford University in London where he 
expects to earn a master’s degree in inter-
national human rights. Upon completion 
of that degree, Mr. Sussman plans on 
attending law school.

The son of well–known civil-rights 
attorney, Michael Sussman, Sam Sussman 
has been an activist since his early teens. 
He campaigned vigorously for LGBT 
rights and was a Democratic district 
leader soon after turning 18. Sussman also 
spent time in China where he interviewed 
young men and women on their opinions 
about Western culture and he found out 
the same thing he learned while visiting 
the West Bank; people are people and the 
path to understanding and peace always 
starts with a conversation.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.

PRO-LIFE

Pro-Choicers Give Children AIDS
Part Three of Four

By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
When advising readers 
how to disclose to potential 
sexual partners, Healthy, 
Happy and Hot directs 
readers to the counselors at 

abortion killing clinics:
“You should find out whether there 

are any [abortion clinics] near to you 
where you can go without needing the 
permission of your parents or guard-
ians. You should also make sure that you 
can trust the staff not to tell anyone you 
were there or why…. Some healthcare 
workers and service providers think that 
young people or people living with HIV 
should not have sex. They may let their 

personal opinions get in the way of pro-
viding good information and services…. 
You can… find another clinic where you 
feel respected.”

The joke is that Planned Parenthood’s 
goal is to help people enjoy sex. I think 
people are going to enjoy sex without 
Planned Parenthood’s help. Planned 
Parenthood has a vested interest in getting 
women and girls to experience crisis preg-
nancy, so they may want people to be 
promiscuous and careless. Would we ask 
the alcohol or tobacco industries to advise 
children about their products?

A person need not be offended by 
masturbation to be concerned that an 
abortion giant educate children about 

masturbation. Planned Parenthood stands 
to gain when it is seen by children as an 
authority and a friend in sexual matters. 
Here is what the advocate of prenatal 
homicide, Planned Parenthood says in 
Healthy, Happy and Hot:

Play with yourself ! Masturbation is 
a great way to find out more about your 
body and what you find sexually stimulat-
ing. Don’t stop there: find out how your 
partner’s body works … Talk dirty to 
them.”

To underline the contempt Planned 
Parenthood has for the intelligence of 
the reader of Healthy, Happy and Hot, 
consider the definition of “reproduc-
tive rights” it provides, remembering it is 
improper to use the defined word in the 
definition: “Reproductive rights relate 
to a person’s fertility, reproduction and 
reproductive health.” Further on, the 
pamphlet reads, “From choice, a world of 

possibilities.”
Joan Appleton was a registered nurse 

and an active member of the National 
Organization for Women and worked at 
a Planned Parenthood killing clinic. After 
being overwhelmed at the emotional 
distress she witnessed in post-abortive 
women, Appleton became a pro-life 
activist and reported how abortion 
clinics deliberately plot to get unsuspect-
ing women pregnant, to get money from 
killing their children. Nurse Appleton:

“I would be able to counsel a woman 
and say, “Alright, we don’t want you to have 
to go through this procedure again. We 
want to get you started on birth control 
pills. We’ll give you your fist packet free.” 
We could do this because the pharma-
ceutical companies gave it to us free. It’s 
good marketing. So we could distribute 
one pack free and write a prescription for 
five month’s worth. Everybody makes out 

... “[D]on’t worry, come on back because 
there’s one that’s a little lower dose….”

“Now, the pharmaceutical companies 
and Planned Parenthood and the abortion 
industry were not stupid. They knew that 
the low dose of estrogen in those pills, the 
more likely it was they were going to fail. 
But you don’t have to worry. Thirty percent 
failure rate, because we’re going to use 
the real low estrogen pill. So that means 
thirty percent will come back. And if we 
forget to tell you, by the way, that if you get 
the flu and have to be put on antibiotics, 
the chemical reaction between the birth 
control pill and the antibiotic renders the 
birth control worthless, and totally inef-
fective, so we have another twenty percent. 
“Thank you, come back around.”

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to 
ChrisRosty@ gmail.com.

Continued from page 9
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Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11th
  

      
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” 
Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES  2 PARTY ROOMS AVAIL. SEATING 75 & 100
 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Whither Television?
TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
One of the major techno-
logical changes in the way 
consumers are entertained 
in the home has come as 
large screen high definition 

televisions have become affordable, com-
monplace and no longer just “television sets” 
but are now “home entertainment systems.” 
The world of “television as we knew it” when 
we had a maximum of seven channels 
to choose from is long gone and more 
dramatic changes are in the wind.

The movement to “home entertain-
ment systems” began with the introduction 
of cable television systems, which brought 
both better and more stable reception to 
some areas and more channels to all sub-
scribers. I remember the boom in New 
York City when Manhattan Cable, a 
system only available in NYC’s borough 
of Manhattan, was able in the late 1960’s 
to provide home playoff games of the 
New York Knickerbockers and New York 
Rangers – at that time, all home games 
were blacked out on network and local 
“over the air” stations (now, all Knicks and 
Rangers games, home and away are broadcast 
on the ”MSG” channel owned by Madison 
Square Garden, the owners of both teams). 
Not only did the success of the teams cause 
many sports fans to subscribe to cable 
(it was available by block and apartment 
houses), it created short term goldmines for 
Manhattan’s “East Side Bars” which sub-
scribed to Manhattan Cable (I remember 

watching the games at the “Red Blazer,” 
located on 2nd Avenue at 82nd Street – while it 
was normally a popular eating and drinking 
place, playoff time was pandemonium – people 
were three deep at the bar and it was difficult 
to get a beer.).

Next to expand the role of the televi-
sion were devices that could plug into the 
television and allow the screen to be used 
for the display of other than broadcast 
television – the video games from RCA 
and Atari were just the beginning of what 
is now the purview of Microsoft with the 
“X-Box,” Sony with the “PlayStation”, and 
Nintendo with the “Wii” — units that do 
many more things than play simple games. 
Internet connections now allow multi-
player games, hard disks allow the storage 
of information, and some games are con-
trolled by “body language” (I remember my 
son Luke, at the age of 5, lying on the floor 
playing “Pong” on an RCA game player which 
emitted a black and white TV signal; now, in 
his early 40’s and a TV writer/producer, he 
has both the X-Box and Wi available in his 
Hollywood home.). The early game machines 
connected to the televisions via a “Radio 
Frequency” (“RF”) Interface – the same 
type of interface was  used by the early 
popular microcomputer systems – Apple 
with the “Apple II,” Commodore with the 
“PET” and Radio Shack with its “TRS-80” 
models “1”, “3”, & ”Color Computer.” While 
the use of true computer monitors gave 
better resolution than the TV connec-
tion, the ability to use the television as an 
output device held the price down for home 

computers during the time that they were 
primarily used for games.

More controversial was the attachment 
of “Video Cassette Recorders” (“VCR)” to 
televisions. With these devices, users could 
not only play purchased and rented movies 
(a trend fought by movie theatre owners) 
but could record television shows for later 
playing (even when watching another show at 
the same time).

The reason for the concern by the 
broadcast companies were many, among 
them:

Consumers might spend time 
watching recorded movies in the place of 
the previously watched television shows

With the ability to watch the “Tonight 
Show (with Johnny Carson)” while record-
ing “The Joey Bishop Show” or “The Joan 
Rivers Show,” it would be difficult to get 
adequate reading of consumer preference 
(they could be watching Carson because 
he puts them to sleep while recording the 
other show to view while awake and alert 
– or not).

Most importantly, those watching 
show recordings could fast forward through 
commercials – this was not what advertisers 
were paying for! This same issue exists today 
with most cable systems providing both the 
ability to locally record and also to watch 
missed shows “On Demand” – in either 
case, commercials may be “fast forwarded” 
through, although not usually so with “On 
Demand” programs.

As both Internet use and the power 
of communications technology geometri-
cally increased, the fight for the home user 
became a battle between the cable and 

telephone companies with both offering 
“packages” to provide homes with a bundle 
of television, telephone, and Internet con-
nection. In my upper Westchester part 
of the world, there are TV ads from both 
Cablevision (for its “Optonline” service) and 
Verizon (for “FIOS”) with each proclaim-
ing that it is faster, more reliable and better 
serviced than the other (someone is dodging 
the truth).

The large screen “HiDef TVs” also 
brought “Surround Sound” to the homes 
and Apple saw an opportunity to connect 
“iTunes” libraries of music, podcasts, and 
videos to the big screen and released 
“Apple TV” (not the constantly rumored 
Apple Television set but a controller that 
uses the TV’s HDMI port and the home 
WiFi network to “stream” audio and video 
content from iTunes libraries to the home 
entertainment center).  As part of the appli-
cations software associated with Apple TV, 
Apple also provides access with Netflix, the 
company that made the transition (that the 
now defunct Blockbuster did not) from selling 
DVDs and CD-ROMs to distributing 
content through the Internet as well as an 
interface with its own “iTunes Store” so cus-
tomers could purchase video or music and 
could watch / listen immediately.

Apple was not the only one to develop 
such services (although it remains the best 

known). Roku, Boxee, and Google devel-
oped “settop boxes” (controllers that sit 
between both the “cablebox“  & WiFi 
network and the home entertainment 
system. Google subsequently released a 
much cheaper unit, “Chromecast” which 
plugs directly into the entertainment 
system’s HDMI port and provides many of 
the same functions.

Each of these HDMI interfaces has 
its own virtues (ex. Google TV brings 
its search function and You Tube videos 
seamlessly to the big screen and Apple TV 
interfaces with iTunes) so one may add an 
additional device, an “HDMI Switch” to 
control multi-interfaces. We’ve come a long 
way since “plug in the television, attach the 
rabbit ears and turn it on!”

Creative Disruption is a continuing 
series examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world 
around us. These changers normally happen 
under our personal radar until we find that 
the world as we knew it is no more.

Next -- Capturing or Pirating? And 
More New Channels.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio broad-
casts at www.johnmac13.com .

file:///C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\www.johnmac13.com
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Alba’s

We welcome you to join us for 
Mother’s Day, Sunday May 11th. 

Please make reservations early ! 
914.937.2236

www.albasrestaurant.com
400 North Main St., Port Chester, NY 10573

Classics, New and Old
By JOHN SIMON
“Act One” is one of the 
most popular books about 
theater ever written. It is the 
autobiography of the early 
years of the playwright / 

director Moss Hart (1904-1961), a chron-
icle of his early life from poverty-stricken 
Bronx boyhood in a family of immigrant 
British Jews, to his rise—through passion 
for theater, extraordinary persistence and 
resilience—to co-authorship with George 
S. Kaufman of the Broadway hit “Once in a 
Lifetime,” the beginning of a blazing career 
cut short only by Hart’s premature death.

The autobiography and its new theat-
rical adaptation are, as their title has it, the 

account of a first act (up to 1930) that was 
to lead to a successful second act culminat-
ing in “You Can’t Take it With You” and 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner,” giving 
the lie to Scott Fitzgerald’s famous asser-
tion that there is no second act in American 
lives. Hart’s was a dazzling one, even if he 
did not record it as “Act Two.”

I must start the review of this show 
with tribute to the wonderful set by 
Beowulf Boritt, a designer whose career I 
predicted from his early, inexpensive set 
designs for modest shows. Here he has 
gloriously fulfilled himself. Lincoln Center 
Theater’s vast Vivian Beaumont stage has 
been filled with a towering construction 
that revolves to reveal the story’s numerous 
locations. It is a complex, many-sided tower 
of diverse levels, platforms, staircases, nooks 

and crannies, featuring withal a certain 
transparence allowing us to see bits of the 
past and future in the multifariousness of 
theater and life. Assisted by Ken Billington’s 
lighting and an expert cast of 22, as well as 
music by Louis Rosen, the set treats us to 
worlds within worlds with a realism that 
somehow verges on a sometimes homey, 
sometimes hectic lyricism.

James Lapine, who adapted the book 
and directed, has done bully work with 
both. And the way almost all actors take 
two, three, or even four parts as easily as 
slipping into different clothes, creates 
additional thrills. It is delightful to watch 
Moss Hart played in time-tripping ways 
by three excellent actors. The amazing Tony 

Shalhoub plays the mature writer Hart, 
charmingly narrating from the sidelines; 
the terrific Santino Fontana is the young 
Moss, carrying most of the action with 
easeful bravura; and Matthew Schecter, 
impeccable as the boy Mossy. But Shalhoub 
is equally winning as the bossy cockney 
father, Barnett, and, with an unruly hairdo 
and hilarious mannerisms, as eccentric 
George S. Kaufman.

No less impressive is Andrea Martin 
as Aunt Kate, who initiates Moss’s theater-
going and encourages him, thereby getting 
herself expelled from the household by the 
irascible Barnett. She also plays the helpful 
agent Frieda Fishbein, and the elegantly 
poised Beatrice Kaufman, her husband’s 
first critic, and a great support to Moss.

Here too are all those fine actors 
playing such parts as the rival producers 
Jed and Sam Harris (Will LeBow and Bob 
Stillman), the black actor-director Charles 
Gilpin (Chuck Cooper), and those lowly 
office boys but future showbiz celebrities 
Dore Schary, Edward Chodorov and Irving 
Gordon (Will Brill, Bill Army, Steven 
Kaplan), and Mimi Lieber as Moss’s good, 
long-suffering mother. And so on and on.

It is a colorful life of dizzying ups and 
downs, even more so during the long and 
frantic Kaufman & Hart collaboration on 
“Once in a Lifetime,” a genesis that often 
looked like a stillbirth. Effectively, we even 
get some excerpts of that comedy as play 
within a play. Also bit parts by flavorful 
marginal characters; by today’s 90-minute 
standards, this is a very long play, yet it goes 
by with the most gratifying smoothness.

As a further bonus, we are given one of 
Beatrice Kaufman’s grand parties, at which 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Andrea Martin as Aunt Kate and Matthew Schechter as Moss Hart in “Act One”.

Matthew Schechter as Bernie Hart, Mimi Lieber as Lillie Hart, and  Santino Fontana as Moss 
Hart in “Act One”.

Santino Fontana as Moss Hart and Tony Shalhoub as George S. Kaufman in “Act One”. Continued on page 13

577 NORTH BROADWAY, WHITE PLAINS • 2 BLOCKS FROM NORTH WHITE PLAINS TRAIN STATION

Steakhouse 
with

Northern Italian Cuisine
Extensive Wine List

Desserts Homemade Daily

ALEX’S BAR & GRILLE
DINNER:  5–10PM   MON. –THURS.  •   FRI.   5 –11PM   

SAT.  2 –11PM • SUN. 2–9PM

914.358.1444
www.abg2012.com

 Reserve Now for Mother’s Day,  Sunday, May 11th
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 914.288.0188

3 Barker Ave., Marriott Residence Inn,  White Plains

Mother’s Day Sunday, May 11
Call for Reservations

Gourmet Cantonese Cuisine
11:30A-9:30P M-F • 11A -9:30P Sat. & Sun.

Traditional Dim Sum Until 5PM Daily • Available for Parties

www.AberdeenWhitePlains.com

Mother’s Day, May 11th

Special Mother’s Day Prix Fixe Menu

TOMBOLINO 
R I S T O R A N T E

Zagat Rated  “Excellent” 
Wine Spectator Award of Excellence 

www.TombolinoRistorante.com
LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING ON-OFF SITE • BANQUET ROOM  SEATS 75
TOMBOLINO RISTORANTE • 356 KIMBALL AVE. , YONKERS • 914.237.1266

Moss gets to meet the celebrities he had 
only dreamed about. We get some fetching 
miniature sketches, but wasn’t Alexander 
Woolcott, here played as a lean man, really 
a chub? In some ways, the entire play is an 
extended, exhilarating party.

“Act One” images by and courtesy of 
Joan Marcus.

Venue: Vivian Beaumont Theatre at 
Lincoln Center, 150 West 65th Street, New 
York, NY 10023. Tickets: www.Tickets-
Center.com or

1-888-856-7830.

John Steinbeck’s novella “Of Mice and 
Men” (1937), which the author adapted for 
the stage in 1938, and which gave rise to 
a couple of movie adaptations, has made 
it even to high-school reading lists. It 
concerns Lennie and George, two itiner-
ant farmhands going from ranch to ranch 
in those Depression times, hoping to amass 
enough money in wages to someday own 
their own ranch in California’s Salinas 
Valley.

An unusual couple: Lennie, the 
amiable but very stupid giant, with a 
passion for stroking soft, furry creatures, 
or silken skirts and hair, does not know his 
own strength and chokes the life out of his 
pets; and George, the smaller and smarter 
man, acting as his compassionate but often 
exasperated keeper. Way back there was 
an Aunt Clara, who entrusted Lennie to 
George’s care.

We see the men first around a 
campfire, with childlike Lennie having 
just smothered a mouse, and continually 
urging George to tell about a future farm 
where Lennie will be the keeper of rabbits. 
George has to drill him into keeping mum 
when they are questioned at the next ranch, 
Lennie’s misbehavior having chased them 
away from the previous one.

At that ranch they join a racy cross 
section of laborers, prominent among them 
old Candy, who lost a hand to a machine 
and owns a decrepit, stinky dog. There is 
also Curly, the boss’s permanently seething 
son, always spoiling for a fight, especially 
so now, what with a slatternly new wife of 
whom he is insanely jealous.

Steinbeck wrote with remarkable 
empathy for his various worker charac-
ters, including the crippled Negro, Crooks, 
in charge of the horses, and confined to 
separate quarters in the stable. Also for 
the pathetic sexpot wife, with ludicrous 
aspirations movie stardom. The oddball 
farmhands are well individualized and 

juicily real, especially poor Lennie.
He is played here by the Irish-born 

actor Chris O’Dowd, who does a fine, 
unsentimentalized job of the role, although 
I question the peculiar choreography he 
gives to the fingers of one hand. The harder 
part of George is likewise well served by 
James Franco, though he seems too good-
looking for the part, much as he downplays 
that.

All others contribute characterfully, 
especially Jim Norton, who plays Candy, 
touchingly hanging on to his debilitated 
dog, and hopefully offering to add his 
meager savings to buying that dreamt-of, 
but never-to-be future ranch of George 
and Lennie’s. Alex Morf does a scary Curly, 
Ron Cephas Jones a compellingly passive-
aggressive Crooks, with Jim Ortlieb, Jim 
Parrack, Joel Marsh Garland and James 
McMenamin pungent as the others.

Only Leighton Meester, as Curly’s 
unnamed wife, is not quite the intended 

tramp either in looks or demeanor. But she 
will do, under Anna D. Shapiro’s cogent 
direction. Todd Rosenthal’s sets are properly 
atmospheric, except for something curious 
about the sky, and Japhy Weideman’s 
lighting provides its evocative share.

It is a gripping story and welcome 
additional diversity to Broadway, whence 
it has been absent for 40 years. Yet it feels 
marvelously new even to those of us old 
enough to remember it well, proof of some-
thing essential, something classic.

“Of Mice and Men” images by and 
courtesy of Richard Phibbs.

Venue: Longacre Theatre, 220 West 
48th Street, between Broadway and 8th 
Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Tickets: 
www.Telecharge.com or 1-212-239-
6200 or 1-800-447-7400.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 

Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He 
reviews books for the New York Times Book 

Review and Washington Post. To learn more, 
visit the www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com  
website.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

James Franco as George and Jim Norton as Candy in “Of Mice and Men”.

James Franco as George and Chris O’Dowd as Lennie in “Of Mice and Men”.Chris O’Dowd as Lennie and Leighton Meester as Curley’s wife in “Of Mice and Men”.

Classics, New and Old
Continued from page 12

http://www.Tickets-Center.com
http://www.Tickets-Center.com
http://www.Telecharge.com
http://www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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GovernmentSection

Taming The Digital Wild West
TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By ERIC T. 
SCHNEIDERMAN
The Internet has grown up. 
It is no longer just about 
providing information but 
about fundamental changes 

in the way we go about our daily lives.
Enormous amounts of commerce that 

have long been subject to regulation and 
policing in the brick-and-mortar world are 
now moving online. This means big changes 
in the marketplace, even though many of 
the fundamental goods and services remain 
the same. Regulators are left struggling to 
keep up — and the companies involved 
want to keep it that way.

Amazingly, many of these compa-
nies claim that the fact that their goods 
and services are provided online somehow 
makes them immune from regulation.

This isn’t smart, or sustainable. Just 
because a company has an app instead of a 
storefront doesn’t mean consumer protec-
tion laws don’t apply. The cold shoulder that 
regulators like me get from self-proclaimed 

cyberlibertarians deprives us of powerful 
partners in protecting the public interest 
online. While this may shield companies in 
the short run, authorities will ultimately be 
forced to use the blunt tools of traditional 
law enforcement. Cooperation is a better 
path.

Take Airbnb, a San Francisco-based 
company now valued at close to $10 billion 
that enables users in 192 countries to turn 
their homes into hotel rooms. In 2010, the 
state of New York passed a law confirm-
ing that short-stay rentals were generally 
illegal in apartment buildings, and for good 
reason: The longstanding distinction 
between hotels and apartment buildings 
protects the rights of building residents 
who didn’t choose to live 10 feet away from 
a parade of strangers. The law also protects 
tourists — who are usually unfamiliar with 
the rooms and buildings where they are 
sleeping — by imposing stiffer fire safety 
and building codes on hotels.

Airbnb “hosts” rent out apartments 
every day in violation of this law. Some of 
these are large, commercial enterprises with 

dozens of apartments — truly illegal hotels.
The most straightforward solution 

would be for Airbnb to simply prevent 
illegal transactions. But when my office 
reached out to Airbnb, the company 
rejected the idea of self-policing out of hand 
and refused to provide data that would give 
us a handle on the scope of the problem. 
With my hope of working in partnership 
with Airbnb dashed, we were forced to 
subpoena the company for information, a 
step that Airbnb has attempted to quash 
in court.

On Monday, just 24 hours before a 
key court date, Airbnb announced it had 
removed some 2,000 New York-based 
listings from the site, suggesting that our 
concerns are not misplaced. But none of 
this promotes confidence in the site — by 
users, their neighbors or the regulators 
whose job it is to protect the public.

Another example is Uber, a company 
valued at more than $3 billion that has 
revolutionized the old-fashioned act of 
standing in the street to hail a cab. Uber 
has been an agent for change in an industry 
that has long been controlled by small 
groups of taxi owners. The regulations and 
bureaucracies that protect these entrenched 

incumbents do not, by and large, serve the 
public interest.

But Uber may also have run afoul of 
New York State laws against price gouging, 
which do serve the public interest. In the 
last year, in bad weather, Uber charged 
New Yorkers as much as eight times the 
company’s base price. We are investigat-
ing whether this is prohibited by the same 
laws under which I’ve sued gas stations that 
gouged motorists during Hurricane Sandy. 
Uber makes some persuasive arguments 
for its pricing model, but the ability to pay 
truly exorbitant prices shouldn’t determine 
someone’s ability to get critical goods and 
services when they’re in short supply in an 
emergency. I’m hopeful that the company 
will collaborate with us to address the 
problem thoughtfully.

This kind of cooperation can work. 
Last year my office discovered that the 
consumer review website Yelp was being 
flooded by companies hired to fraudulently 
inflate rankings for clients and hurt those 
clients’ competitors. Rather than taking 
a knee-jerk anti-regulatory stand, Yelp, a 
publicly traded company, decided to coop-
erate with law enforcement on a yearlong 
undercover investigation that resulted in 

fines against 19 of these companies. This 
furthered the public interest, but also bur-
nished Yelp’s reputation for reliability.

Cyberlibertarians argue that regula-
tors often lack the tools or know-how to 
provide smart enforcement. They are not 
entirely wrong. But that doesn’t mean that 
regulation is unnecessary. Nor does it excuse 
those same critics for refusing to work with 
the government agencies that must develop 
those tools.

Regulators should not be deterred and, 
as a practical matter, they can’t and won’t 
be — we are now living in an online world, 
one that offers great promise but is also 
becoming one of the primary crime scenes 
of the 21st century. Major service provid-
ers cannot be allowed to treat it as a digital 
Wild West. The only question is how long 
it will take for these cybercowboys to realize 
that working with the sheriffs is both good 
business and the right thing to do.

Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman on 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014, published an 
op-ed in the New York Times.

Eric T. Schneiderman is New York State 
Attorney General.

The President’s Way–Politics Uber Alles
ENERGY / CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Apart from the Affordable 
Care Act, one of the 
most difficult problems 
Democrats face in the 
midterm elections is how 

to deal with their party’s deep divisions over 
the Keystone XL pipeline.

The decision is to make no decision 
until after the election – at which point I 
am reasonably confident that the adminis-
tration, which has slow-walked the project 
for years, will finally reject it.

But as usual in the Obama White 
House, politics literally comes first. The 
administration has announced it will indef-
initely extend the time federal agencies 
can use to review the long-delayed oil 
pipeline. The State Department cited a 
recent decision from a Nebraska judge 
that prompted uncertainty about the pipe-
line’s path through the state. The Nebraska 
dispute will now head to the state’s 

Supreme Court. The delay provides a con-
venient excuse for the president to continue 
avoiding a final call until after November.

The White House disingenuously 
insists that the State Department and 
Secretary of State John Kerry are solely 
in charge of the process, with no involve-
ment from the man in the Oval Office, let 
alone his political advisers. Press Secretary 
Jay Carney said Monday that attempts to 
“inject” politics into the State Department’s 
delay were off base.

Of course, if the administration stalls 
the project long enough, it might just go 
away. This explains why environmental 
groups opposed to Keystone XL have 
praised the latest delay, while organized 
labor condemned it. Republicans and some 
Democrats from energy-industry states also 
vocally criticized the State Department’s 
decision. All of this is as expected. The 
administration seems content to signal to 
environmental interests that the executive is 
on their side without having to actually face 

the consequences of jettisoning an impor-
tant energy initiative.

The sense of déjà vu this announce-
ment may have triggered is not all in your 
head. The Keystone XL project represents 
a choice between the Democrats’ ever-
important organized labor constituency 
and the party’s environmentalist wing, and 
the problem of that split has not changed 
since the last time the administration chose 
to put off making a call on the project.

House Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio, said frankly that there were 
no credible reasons to further delay the 
decision. In a statement responding to 
the State Department’s announcement, 
Boehner said, “This job-creating project 
has cleared every environmental hurdle and 
overwhelmingly passed the test of public 
opinion, yet it’s been blocked for more than 
2,000 days.”

The administration seems oblivious to 
the irony of delaying Keystone XL again 
in light of Vice President Joe Biden’s trip 

to Ukraine this week. Biden promised the 
embattled Kiev government energy aid, 
including American know-how to increase 
Ukraine’s domestic energy resources and 
reduce dependence on Russia, which has 
jacked up Ukraine’s energy bills and massed 
its troops on their shared border.

North American oil and gas could 
be a powerful tool with which to de-fund 
Russian aggression, and also to reassure 
European allies that the financial downside 
of confronting Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is limited. Unfortunately, the admin-
istration has unilaterally taken this weapon 

out of its arsenal, because – as always 
for Obama and his associates – winning 
the next election trumps every other 
consideration.

Don’t think the Kremlin hasn’t noticed. 
For that matter, it is not just our adversaries 
who are losing whatever respect they had 
for this administration’s willingness to do 
anything that requires even moderate lead-
ership exercise. Canadians are incredulous. 
Dave Hancock, the Premier of Alberta, 
promptly expressed his disappointment. 
Similarly chagrined is Russ Girling, the 
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800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

OFFICE SPACE: 
470 Sq. Ft. Rent $850/Month

1160 Sq. Ft. Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:
950 Sq. Ft. Rent $3250 /Month 

1200 Sq. Ft. Rent $2950/ Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Call for Details: 

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

April Town Board Meeting in Bedford
By RICH MONETTI
On Wednesday, April 16th, 
the Bedford Town Board 
met for the second of its two 
monthly meetings. On the 
docket was the removal of 

a water storage tank near Beaver Dam Dog 
Park, a brief summation of Bedford’s 2013 
audit, and the application for a film shoot on 

Alice Road.
As such, Matt Hubicki of the New 

York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) presented 
the facts in regards to the Department of 
Corrections water tank that is leaking lead 
contamination into its immediate environ-
ment. “They are seeking our help with the 
project,” said Hubicki.

The plan is to remove the lead from the 
tank and take the contaminated soil off site 
for safe disposal. The excavation then seeks 
to leave no more than 400 parts of lead per 
million in its wake. “We are more than sat-
isfied that this will be protective of public 
health,” said Hubicki.

Even so, Town Supervisor Chris 
Burdick sought verification that protocols 
are in place to make sure the contamination 
does not become airborne during the five-
month endeavor. “We continually monitor 
the air for workers and the public. If it goes 
above unsafe levels, work stops, and they’ll 
mist and suppress dust from the site,” said 
Hubicki in response.

In turn, the board expressed confidence 
in the prospects of a positive completion. 
Based on your thorough paperwork, applica-
tion and planning, said Supervisor Burdick, 
“It seems well managed, and that you have 
adequate measures in place to protect public 
health.”

The meeting then gave way to the 
town audit and Alan Kaysay. “Our report 
represents a ‘clean opinion’ on the financial 

position of the town,” said Kaysay.
Finding a $2 million positive variance 

of revenue over expenditures in the town’s 
budget projections for 2013, Kaysay returned 
the evaluation in triplicate – so to speak. 
“The town should retain its Triple ‘A’ Rating,” 
noted Kaysay.

Certainly satisfied with that, the Board 
moved onto the location manager for the 
shooting of a scene in the upcoming inde-
pendent film, The Great Gilly Hopkins. “We 
hope to do a two-day shoot at the Galli 
home on May 28th and 29th, and base camp 
out of the synagogue on Baldwin Road”, said 
Eddie Collins of the Stephen Herek film.

The extra traffic, and a work schedule 
that runs past the town cutoff of 7PM 
present obstacles, but not the deciding ones 
by any means. “You got yourself between a 
long standing feud that is our little version of 
the Hatfields and the McCoys ,” said board 
member Francis Corcoran.

Referring to the contentious relation-
ship between the Galli family and their 
adjoining neighbor Ruth Richmond, the 
board knows all too well what they leave 
themselves open to on any issue regarding 
the two. “Constantly before the town with 
litigious grievances,” said Deputy Supervisor 

David Gabrielson, “In doing this, we would 
expose ourselves to considerable risk.

As such, the filmmaker tried to allay the 
fears of the board via a conversation he had 
with Richmond. “She said as long as there 
isn’t any blockage of traffic, it would be OK,” 
relayed Collins.

But the conditional nature of her 
statement simply added verification to a 
conclusion that the board was on its way to 
reaching. “She qualified her approval,” said 
town attorney Joel Sachs, “which means, in 
the end, she may change her mind.”

Thus, the board rejected the applica-
tion with regret. “We don’t want you to leave 
here thinking these people are too difficult, 
but this is a really unique situation with an 
extensive history,” said Supervisor Burdick

That said, the Town Board eagerly 
welcomed the filmmakers to select another 
Bedford site. “We think this is a great town 
for the world to see,” said Burdick.

Collins agreed and told the board they 
will continue their search in Bedford, while 
certainly understanding the position the 
town is in. “We want to thank you for your 
time,” concluded Collins.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

president and CEO of the company that 
proposed the pipeline, TransCanada.

“Another delay is inexplicable,” Girling 
said in an emailed statement to CBC News. 
It is certainly inexplicable if you buy the 
White House’s claims that politics have 

nothing to do with the decision.
It’s a heck of a bad way to run a 

country. But it’s the Obama way, and until 
2017, we’re stuck with it.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 

personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hudson, 

N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 
2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

The President’s Way–Politics Uber Alles
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By Mayor PETER 
SWIDERSKI
A brief note on the budget 
vote last night. The Board 
has concluded the two 
month process of reviewing 

the budget submitted by Village Manager 
Fran Frobel who, in turn, has spent the 
previous three months gathering, review-
ing and consolidating the Village municipal 
budget.

We will not be raising taxes this year 
- our tax increase will be 0.0%, while our 
budget expenditures increased roughly 2.5%, 

our Tax Levy increase was less then 1% (well 
under the allotted amount NYS had capped 
us at) and our assessments increased by 1% 
for the first time in over a decade. One of the 
biggest increases in our budget were pensions 
at $146,500, but generally most departments 
saw little increase or decrease.

Our single biggest decrease in expen-
ditures was our fire hydrant rental expense, 
which dropped by $230,000. This expense 
will be showing up, in part, on your water 
bill. The Village, last year, passed a resolu-
tion that moved the hydrant expense onto all 

Page 5THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JANUARy 9, 2014 

By MARK JEFFERS
One of the trickiest tasks 
for us this winter season is 
storing the Christmas deco-
rations in our garage while 
making room for the cars 

so we can plow our driveway. Good news to 
report… Frosty and Santa are now driving 
our car, but we made enough room to shut 
the door… Kudos to my wife. It was her 
planning that allowed me to finish up this 
week’s edition of “News & Notes.”

A big thank you goes out to the 
Lions Club of Bedford Hills for their $500 
donation to the Bedford Hills Free Library 
to benefit youth programs.

Grab your X’s, Q’s and Z’s and head 
over to the Katonah Memorial House 
on January 11th for the Katonah Scrabble 
Tournament. Everyone is asked to register in 
advance, equipment and score sheets will be 
provided.

The Katonah Museum of Art is holding 
six-session art workshops for children 3 
to 5 five years of age through January 21st. 
For more information give them a call at 
914-232-9555.

The Pound Ridge Library is holding 

a winter forum on Saturday, January 11th, 
“Wild Flowers of the Wetlands and 
Waysides? What Are We Losing? What 
Can We Use?”

Congratulations and good luck to our 
friend Kenny Hayden as he has signed on 
with the University of Albany to play baseball 
and further his education next year…

The first of the 2014 Home Gardening 
Lecture Series at the Anthony Veteran Park 
in Ardsley will be “Right Tree in the Right 
Place, with Amy Albam.”

On Saturday, January 11th, the 
Armstrong Education Center will host a 
workshop on the Wild Suburbia Project 
from 10am to Noon. This project captures 
important information about local wildlife, 
their movement, and interactions. All are 
encouraged to become citizen scientists and 
help record sightings of all the wildlife here 
in Westchester County.

If you have a need for speed and it 
seems the way my daughters drive, then you 
will want to check out Grand Prix’s newest 
addition for racing enthusiasts of all ages. 
It features an 80 foot long slot track with 
adjustable speeds, promising fun for racers 
of all ages. Drivers are able to design and 
build their own custom NASCAR body in 

GPNY’s Art Garage and then head for the 
slot track. “Slot car racing is a logical exten-
sion to our existing racing-related offerings 
and fits very well with our long term goal 
of making Grand Prix a destination where 
families, friends and corporate groups can 
enjoy time together doing whatever it is they 
love, all under one roof.” said Grand Prix 
New York’s Vice President Nat Mundy.

The Orpheus Chamber Orchestra will 
be celebrating their 40th birthday with a 
concert on January 26th at the Performing 
Arts Center at Purchase College.

A very well deserved celebration is set 
for January 25th as Bedford 2020 will hold 
a Community Celebration honoring Lee 
Roberts for 20 years of service for the town.

You know I will be in attendance at this 
beer lover’s dream-come-true event... the Big 
Brew NY Beer Festival at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains on February 
8th. There will be over 200 different brews to 
try; I’m getting thirsty already…

Calling all tweens and teens, come and 
make an awesome and adorable Penguin 
Backpack Nametag from Duct Tape at The 
Field Library in Peekskill on January 27th. It 
is a perfect wintery way to personalize any of 
your bags, backpacks, or luggage. All supplies 

are included free of charge; for middle and 
high school age.

Representative Sean Patrick Maloney 
will be the keynote speaker at the Antioch 
Baptist Church’s annual Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Banquet on Friday, January 10th, 
at 7pm. Contact the church office at 914-
241-0189 for ticket information.

If Donald Trump runs for governor, 
can I become the new host of “Celebrity 
Apprentice”? See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.
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Top Ten Trends of 2014 - A Year of Extremes
pulled out from under them as they will 
continue to be for the foreseeable future the 
citizens of Slavelandia will have no recourse 
but action. The fast-food worker strikes of 
2013, seeking a higher minimum wage, 
were just a mild taste of what is to come. 
Learn more in the Winter Trends Journal.

The New Altruism: Several burgeon-
ing trends identified for 2014 will coalesce 
in a welcome trend toward selfless concern 
for the wellbeing of others and an interest 
in the common good. Across the age 
divide, from people in their youth to those 
of advanced years, the search for meaning 
will intensify and become more widespread 
in response to waning resources, want, and 
an over-commodified culture. As despair 
quietly takes more prisoners, Doing Good 
will be recognized as the key to escape.

Ironically, the Internet that has been 

much maligned for currying narcissism 
will make the donation of money, time 
and talents so easy that people will be able 
to enact their better natures without resis-
tance. Be they Boomers in renaissance or 
populists in revolt, people will discover and 
expand the humanist side of globalism and 
act accordingly. See why in the Top Trends 
of 2014 Winter edition of the Trends 
Journal.

Private Health Goes Public: While 
the world focused on the blockbuster 
NSA surveillance revelations and other 
cyber-snooping episodes of 2013, another 
powerful trend line was firmly planted: 
Your health data has been progressively 
mined, assembled and made accessible to a 
widening group of interested parties.

While signing up for the Affordable 
Care Act brought some attention to this 
developing trend, around the globe, data 
on individuals’ health status, behaviors, 

prescriptions and even their genetic indi-
cators have been funneled to a wide range 
of databases. Those databases have many 
purposes and a growing number of hands 
on them.

The positive and negative implica-
tions of this trend are equally powerful. 
Individuals and their health care providers 
can more easily tie vital physical data with 
worldwide medical databases to anticipate 
and potentially prevent disease. But, in 
the wrong hands, the data can be used to 
exploit, damage and take advantage of indi-
viduals and their families. Security concerns 
will rise in equal importance with the 
potential benefits of this critical trend line.

What does this mean for you, your 
family, or your business? The Winter Trends 
Journal will provide the answers.

Boomer Renaissance Arrives: 
Distinct and strengthening economic, life-
style and societal determinants are building 
a creative foundation for the older popula-
tion as it discovers new approaches to work 

and finds long-elusive contentment in the 
process.

You already know that older workers, 
seeing their retirement plans shattered, have 
to work beyond traditional retirement years. 
You also know that those same economic 
dynamics are forcing aging Boomers to 
entirely rethink retirement. And, of course, 
you know that as Boomers are living longer, 
traditional thinking about retirement has 
been stood on its head. What you might 
not realize is how these factors are compel-
ling Boomers to unearth potent creative 
energies not only to survive, but to realize 
potential that evaded them in traditional 
work roles.

In 2014, we will see growing evidence 
of this Boomer Renaissance, accentuated by 
waves of self-guided entrepreneurism that 
alchemizes commerce, survival and self-
actualization into a new world and self view. 
The Winter Trends Journal will explore this 
compelling 2014 trend in depth.

Digital Learning Explodes: Fears 

that online educational platforms fall short 
of providing depth and effectiveness in the 
learning experience will all but disappear. 
Across the entire educational spectrum, 
online learning will expand to include not 
only course instruction, but also a wealth 
of real-life learning experience, with con-
siderable participation by the skills-hungry 
business community.

For individuals, educational institu-
tions, industries, small businesses and 
up-and-coming entrepreneurs, the impli-
cations are enormous. From traditional 
degree-based education to very specific 
micro skills-based learning, this trend line 
explodes. The Trends Research Institute 
will break down the implications for indi-
viduals, business professionals and a range 
of industries in its Winter Trends Journal.

Learn more about Gerald Celente and 
Trends Research Institute online at 
www.TrendsResearch.com or by calling 
1-845.331.3500.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

The Fallacy of the 2% Tax Cap
By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
In this year’s Village budget, 
our healthcare and pension 
costs had only single digit 
increases for the first time 

in many a year, rather it was our financial 
responsibilities to the New York State 
Workmen’s Compensation program that 
increased 12% to 14% over just last year. 
This is yet another frustrating example of 

the fallacy of the 2% tax cap. Albany cannot 
send unfunded mandates of this magni-
tude, resulting in major tax increases, and 
then try to blame local governments for 
mismanagement when they are forced to 
go over the cap to pay State bills.

New York State was one of the first 
states to pass a Workmen’s Compensation 
Law in 1914 as a direct result of the 
1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in 
Greenwich Village where 146 immigrant 

women lost their lives and received no 
death benefits and survivors received no 
medical benefits or lost wage coverage.

The law was a compromise between 
employer and employee interests. As part 
of the compromise, employees gave up their 
right to sue their employers for negligence 
resulting in an injury. In return, employees 
would receive payment from a worker’s 
compensation fund without regard to fault 
as long as the accident or injury was related 
to work. The goal was to foster workplace 
harmony by resolving disputes over injuries 
without litigation or recrimination. To 
receive benefits, an employee must prove 
that there was an accident in the course 
of employment, the employer was notified 
and a claim was filed within two years of 
the accident. The amount of compensa-
tion an injured employee may receive while 
out of work depends upon two things – 
one’s average weekly wages and degree of 
disability.

An injured employee receives two-
thirds of his average weekly salary up to 
a certain cap. The calibration of disability 
is a much more inexact calculation. As 
example, an account clerk may be able to 
continue working even with a high degree 
of disability while a construction worker 
who is judged 50% disabled will rarely be 
hired back. Additionally, medical costs are 
covered as well as rehabilitation, retraining 
and death benefits in many cases.

A system of great promise, it is now 
a $5.5 billion State run bureaucracy, the 
second largest in the country, known for its 

slow pace and adversarial nature.
Of fifteen states surveyed, New York 

was the slowest to pay workers their first 
disability check. It often takes months to 
get before a judge to adjudicate injuries, a 
time period during which many a worker 
may not receive medical care coverage or 
lost wages.

The State owes Governor Spitzer 
credit for trying to reform a system that had 
the dubious distinction of being among the 
most expensive for businesses and the stin-
giest to workers.

However, the admirable wage increases 
proposed by Governor Spitzer were enacted 
in the form of laws while the bureaucratic 
reforms were done as directives which did 
not carry the same weight. Net net, New 
York went from being the 10th most costly 
program to employers in the country to the 
5th most costly today.

Even with the payout increases, New 
York State employees received less than 
half the limit of their peers in Iowa, though 
double those of workers in Mississippi who 
are last in average payouts.

Some of the reasons for New York’s 
high employer costs are the high level of 
injuries (over 140,000 new cases filed just 
last year), one of the most litigious processes 
which translates into dollars, and a weak 
fraud detection system.

Each community’s costs are calculated 
by multiplying a job classification number, 
which is based on the inherent danger in 
that job, and the average yearly number of 
claims in that category times a percentage 
of salary. Communities have multiple clas-
sifications and computations.

Municipalities are further charged an 
“assessments” premium in New York which 
helps support a “fund for secondary ill-
nesses”. Black lung is a prime example, as it 

appears long after a claim is settled.
Added to this is a floating calculation 

based on the level of claims and payouts 
that have occurred State-wide in each job 
category for the previous five years.

Bronxville then receives a bonus 20% 
safety discount because all of our staff par-
ticipate in the suggested yearly training.

Several states, led by Texas and 
Oklahoma, are proactive in instituting leg-
islation requiring insurers to develop safety 
programs for categories of work deemed 
extra hazardous. The theory being that pre-
venting a workplace accident and illnesses is 
the most effective way to reduce workmen’s 
compensation costs. In Oklahoma, the pre-
vention program resulted in an 18% drop in 
work time lost due to injuries, and in Texas, 
accidents themselves were cut by 72% at the 
companies that instituted a hazard preven-
tion program. In contrast, the number of 
accidents in New York are growing, not 
shrinking.

And as is often the norm, 
Commissioners of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Board are not trained 
professionals, rather political appointees 
of the Governor. Recent Commissioners 
have been various – a close friend of Libby 
Pataki, union officials, a brother of an 
upstate Democratic Assemblyman and 
well as the wife of a downstate Republican 
State Senator.

Again taxpayers should ignore the 
rhetoric and smoke and mirrors about 
local governments being the source of tax 
increases, when in fact, it all starts in Albany.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, direct your perspective by e-mail 
to: mayor@vobny.com .
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No Tax Increase This Year
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Continued on page 17
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By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY -- 
Yonkers City Hall was 
exuberant in giving notice 
to the upcoming series of 
Mayor Mike Spano’s “State 

of the City ‘On The Road’ Meetings”. Mayor 
Mike Spano’s presentation tonight at the 
Yonkers Middle School Arena, scheduled 
from 7 – 8 p.m., was a ho-hum event. Only 
four, that is, 4 people showed up. In fact, ten 
(10) minutes after the 7:00 p.m. announced 
opening of the hour, Mayor Mike Spano’s 
Deputy Communication Director Jason 
Baker advised Mayor Mike Spano had been 
summoned back to Yonkers City Hall but 
that the collection of commissioners would 
respond to question from the attending, 
albeit lackluster number of people present. 
When the mayoral commissioners opened 

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

water bills within the Village. The Board of 
Trustees believed this would be more equi-
table because all users of the water supply 
system, including non-profits, commercial 
establishments and schools would carry their 
fair share of this burden. As a result, your 
water bill is likely to go up, but much less 
than the savings in your local tax bill since 
the expense will be more broadly shared.

This budget is as tight as any in the last 
few years, and brings us within striking range 
of completing our effort to re-establish a 
reserve fund of 10% of our annual expendi-
tures. This level of a reserve fund will lower 
our borrowing expense and allow us to turn 

our attention to addressing a backlog of 
capital expenditures which have accumu-
lated over the last five years as we addressed 
our fiscal issues during the tough economic 
times. We are now in the strongest budget 
position we have been in over fifteen years 
- and well-positioned to maintain ourselves 
within the State-imposed tax cap while 
finally addressing needs all around us in the 
Village.

Thanks must go to Village Manager 
Fran Frobel and Assistant Treasurer Rafael 
Zaratzian. They’ve been instrumental in 
ensuring we hit our goals of cost control and 
a full reserve fund. Trustee Niki Armacost 
has risen to her annual role of budget maven, 
helping to guide the Board through the 

process and wielding a skeptical eye and 
sharp pencil. She has been core to struc-
turing the budget review and has fearlessly 
pursued a process that deserves the gratitude 
of Village residents. She defines the term 
“Trustee” in this process, entrusted with 
overseeing the budgetary monies.

We can boast, by far, the lowest tax levy 
increase of all Villages in the Rivertowns. 
(Even accounting for moving the hydrant 
rental off-budget, we would have been the 
lowest.) This is something the Board is 
proud of, and we thank all Village employees 
for hewing carefully to standards set. It serves 
all of us well.

Peter Swiderski is mayor of the Village of 
Hastings-on Hudson, New York. Direct 
comments to: mayor@hastingsgov.org

GOVERNMENT

Congressman Engel Announces $4.1 million HHS Grant for 
Mount Vernon Neighborhood Health Center
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman 
Eliot Engel (NY-16) announced that the 
Mount Vernon Neighborhood Health 
Center (MVNHC) received a $4.1 million 
grant from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services.

“Meeting the needs of our most vul-
nerable neighbors is one of our greatest 
challenges. I am pleased that Mount Vernon 
Neighborhood Health has been recognized 
for their commitment to providing health 
care to low-income and uninsured residents 

in lower Westchester County and the 
Bronx. This $4.1 million grant from HHS 
will enable them to sustain or expand their 
services.”

The Mount Vernon Neighborhood 
Health Center has provided preventative 
and primary health care services to under-
served communities in lower Westchester 
County and the Bronx for over 40 years. 
Over 90 percent of families served by the 
Neighborhood Health Center are 200 
percent below the federal poverty level.

State of the City “On The Road” Meeting Careens Off The Road

 MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Continued from page 16

Budget Passed;  No Tax Increase This Year
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By RICHARD BRODSKY
The speed by which political 
shifts take place has grown 
exponentially. The Internet and 
television dominate the politi-

cal and chattering classes and what we hear 
there immediately spills over into the realm of 
real people.

If you need proof of that assertion, 
take a peek at what’s happened to New 
York’s formerly fearsome Governor Andrew 
Cuomo. He stomped all over a right-wing 
Republican in 2010, assumed office with a 
combination of decisiveness and a willingness 
to kick the opposition wherever and whenever 
it hurt most. The mechanics of state govern-
ment improved immediately, with on-time 
budgets and swift enactment of big legislative 
reforms.

He consciously moved hard left on social 
and identity issues. Gay marriage, gun control 
and abortion rights were jammed through 
the process and he became the darling of the 
gay rights and woman’s movement. He spoke 
about ethics reform and pilloried the legisla-
ture for ethical lapses. He raised $33 million 
to run for re-election. Invincible, he seemed.

But he also embraced the broad 
economic philosophy of the Tea Party and the 
austerity bugs. Cut taxes, especially for the 1 
percent. Cut government spending. Increase 
corporate subsidies. Beat up public sector 
unions, including the teachers and embrace 
charter schools. This was as right-wing an 
economic agenda as the identity/social stuff 
was left. He became a “progractionary” a 
new kind of Democrat who combined hard 
left social policies and hard right economics. 
Hillary be damned, this could be a pathway 
for 2016.

Maybe he thought he could average the 
two far-out agendas and appear as a moderate. 
If that was the theory it’s backfired. Where a 
month ago he was riding high and likely to 
crush a Tea Party Republican opponent, a poll 
out Tuesday shows he could end up with as 
little as 39 percent of the vote.

The erosion comes from the Left. As 
politically appreciative as New Yorker’s have 
been on gay marriage and guns, the tax and 
spending cuts have left him being defined 
as “Governor 1%” in the piquant phrase of 
liberal activist Billy Easton of the Alliance 
For Quality Education. And the Working 

Families Party, the left-wing muscle in New 
York, is in open revolt. If they run their own 
candidate, Cuomo’s poll numbers drop to 39 
percent against Rob Astorino, an unknown 
Republican opponent. And that’s a calamity 
for anyone with national ambitions much less 
seeking re-election in the very blue state of 
New York.

Ideas matter, and economic ideas matter 
most it turns out. Powerful forces in the 
Democratic Party see the future in terms of 
demographics, emerging Latino and Asian 
voters and women, and identity issues such as 
gay rights. It’s a real trend to be sure. But the 
fate of Andrew Cuomo is a powerful reminder 
that the progressive tradition has lasted over a 

century because it embraces more than the 
necessary struggle for liberation of oppressed 
communities. When it wins elections, be it 
Teddy or Franklin Roosevelt, or Bill Clinton, 
it speaks to a vision of economic fairness and 
shared prosperity. Watch the upcoming battle 
for the WFP line and the debate about what 
it means to be a progressive. More than just 
Andrew Cuomo’s electoral chances hang in 
the balance.

First published by Huff Post POLITICS 
on April 24, 2014.

Richard Brodsky is a fellow at the Demos think 
tank in New York City and at the Wagner School 
at New York University. Follow Richard Brodsky 
on Twitter: www.twitter.com/richardbrodsky

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 58107/2013
Date of Filing:February 7, 2014
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., Plaintiff,
-against-
CHRISTINE M CUSHEN, if living, or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-
law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally all 
persons having or claiming under, by or through said CHRISTINE M CUSHEN, by purchase, 
inheritance, lien or otherwise, of any right, title or interest in and to the premises described in 
the complaint herein, and the respective husbands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, 
all of whose names are unknown to plaintiff; BOARD OF MANAGERS VILLAS ON THE LAKE 
CONDOMINIUM; STATE OF NEW YORK; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; “JOHN DOES” and 
“JANE DOES”, said names being fictitious, parties intended being possible tenants or occu-
pants of premises, and corporations, other entities or persons who claim, or may claim, a lien 
against the premises, Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of 
your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve a Notice of Appear-
ance on the Plaintiff’s attorney(s) within twenty (20) days after the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, where service is made by delivery upon you personally within 
the State, or within thirty (30) days after completion of service where service is made in any 
other manner, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief demanded in the complaint.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the 
attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing 
the answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on 
how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Honor-
able Francesca E. Connolly of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, signed on January 
9, 2014, and filed with supporting papers in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, 
State of New York.
The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, ex-
ecuted by CHRISTINE M CUSHEN to WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. in the principal amount of 
$200,000.00, which mortgage was recorded in Westchester County, State of New York, on Oc-
tober 25, 2004, in Control #: 442570574. 
Said premises being known as and by 7 COUNTRY PLACE, MOHEGAN LAKE, NY 10547-1269.
Date: November 19, 2013  
Batavia, New York  
Tanisha Bramwell, Esq. 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue 
Batavia, NY 14020 
585.815.0288
Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure
New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure process. 
Please read it carefully. Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some people may ap-
proach you about “saving” your home. You should be extremely careful about any such prom-
ises. The State encourages you to become informed about your options in foreclosure. There 
are government agencies, legal aid entities and other non-profit organizations that you may 
contact for information about foreclosure while you are working with your lender during this 
process. To locate an entity near you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New 
York State Banking Department at 1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s 
website at www.banking.state.ny.us. The State does not guarantee the advice of these agen-
cies.

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 

www.knolls1.com
718.796.0171 or 718.796.5478

Knolls Co-op Section 1
Lovely 2 BR, 1 bath apts, fully renovated. $145k-158k. Approx 800 sq. ft.

Maint. under $700/mo, utilities & taxes incl. Parking $52/mo,
Minutes to midtown Manhattan. Limited equity co-op, one of the very
few in NYC. By the scenic Hudson River, 13 acres of lovely grounds.

Spuyten Duyvil Section of Riverdale • Convenient to Shopping & Mass Transit

Affordable Riverdale Co-ops
Suburban Living in Exciting NYC

the “On The Road” meeting, request in ques-
tions and/or input from the audience they 
were met by silence. The commissioners did 

not open the meeting with an opening pre-
sentation. Even so, none of the four people 
had a question for those seated at the dais. 
The meeting came to a close.

In order for this circumstance not to be 
repeated next week, perhaps Mayor Mike 
Spano may wish to demand that the entire 
second floor attend the April 30th event 
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. at the Grinton I. 
Will Library. Then again, what is the point?

Cuomo and the Left in New York: The Great Unraveling
POLITICS / THE LEFT

Continued from page 17

GOVERNMENT

State of the City Meeting Careens Off The Road
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Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com
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NEW YORK’S 
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CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

WISDOM ADVISORY, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/20/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 6 Had-
den Road Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

RUBIUS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 3/10/14 Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Corporate Creations 
Network Inc. 15 North Mill St Nyack, NY 
10960. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JT DIAGNOSTICS, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/11/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Stern Keiser & Pan-
ken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste. 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

GLORIA LOUZAO LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/29/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O Zussman Law 
PLLC, Attention: Michael J. Zussman, Esq. 
425 East 79th St Ste. 1F New York, NY 10075. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

BODMODS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 3/4/14 Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O Zussman Law PLLC Attn: Michael J. Zuss-
man, Esq. 425 E. 79th St Ste. 1F New York, NY 
10075. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

J2EM CAPITAL LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/26/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 11 Ackerman 
Ct Croton on Hudson, NY 10520. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

SPUD HOLDINGS LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/31/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 27 
Country Club LN S Scarborough, NY 10510. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

COWLES AVENUE LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/8/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
69 Cowles Ave. Yonkers, NY 10550. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Atikin Entertainment 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 01/22/14. Principal Office: West-
chester County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The name and ad-
dress of the registered agent, upon which 
process may be served and which will re-
ceive copies of service from the SSNY, is: 
United States Corporation of Agents Inc., 
7014 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. Purpose of 
LLC: any lawful activity.

EMMETT GLOBAL LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/26/14 Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 3876 
Marcy St Mohegan Lake, NY 10547. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.
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LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

The City of Stamford 
is seeking qualified applicants for the 

following positions:

CITY OF STAMFORD
 ENGINEERING BUREAU

CLERK OF THE WORKS II
Salary:  $64,800 - $97,199

The potential candidate will  perform 
engineering review, general project 
and construction management and/
or inspection of work of more than 
ordinary difficulty on various capi-
tal projects. Work will consist of, but 
may not be entirely limited to civil, 
architectural, mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing and/or structural engi-
neering projects. Requires project 
management, community relations 
and fiscal oversight experience. 
Proficient with computers a plus.                                                     

( Not eligible for benefits)

Please be advised that the success-
ful candidate will be required to 
submit to a physical examination, 
a drug screening and a compre-
hensive background check prior to                      

appointment.

For application packet and further in-
formation, visit the City’s website at 

www.cityofstamford.org.    

Address cover letters, resumes and 
a City of Stamford Application for 
Employment or Examination on or 
before May 2, 2014 to: 

Rosemarie Frager
Human Resources Division

City of Stamford
888 Washington Blvd.

P.O. Box 10152
Stamford, CT  06904-2152
Phone: (203) 977-4070  FAX: 

(203) 977-4075
E-mail:  rfrager@ci.stamford.ct.us

The City of Stamford is an 
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity 

Employer

HELP WANTED

The City of Stamford 
is seeking qualified 

applicants for the following 
positions:

Shift Foreman - WPCA
Salary Range:  

$61,227 - $74,173 
(Annually) 

Applicants must possess a 
Connecticut DEP Class III 

Wastewater Treatment Operator 
or Operator in Training license.

Applications can be obtained at 
www.cityofstamford.org 

or

 
City of Stamford

 Human Resources Department
888 Washington Boulevard,

 Stamford, Connecticut 06904
A resume and/or 

other correspondence will not be
considered as equivalent to an

 application. For additional
 information call the 

Human Resources Department 
(203) 977-4070 

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED
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Don’t Let Summer Droughts Stop You from Gardening
MELINDA’S GARDEN

By MELINDA MYERS
No matter where you live, 
being a waterwise gardener 
makes environmental and 
economic sense. And it’s 

really easier than you think.
Here are just a few of the easy and 

affordable ways to conserve water while 
growing a beautiful garden.

Grow plants suited to your climate, and 
this includes the average rainfall for your 
area. Select drought tolerant plants, that 
once established, require less on-going care. 
Consider native plants like coneflower, yucca 
and penstemon as well as native and non-
invasive ornamental grasses.

Be sure to group moisture-loving plants 
together and near a source of water. You’ll 
save time and water by concentrating your 
efforts on fewer plants. Move containers to 
the shade or provide additional shade during 
hot dry weather to reduce the plant’s water 
needs.

Use organic nitrogen fertilizers like 
Milorganite (milorganite.com). This slow 
release fertilizer encourages slow steady 
growth that requires less water. Plus, it will 
not burn plants during hot dry weather. It 
simply stays in the soil until the growing 
conditions, moisture and temperature are 
right for the plants.

Install a rain barrel or two to capture 
rain for watering in-ground and container 
gardens. Or place a rain barrel near your 
garden and collect rain directly from the sky. 
Use this water to supplement your garden’s 
moisture needs during drought.

Decorate or mask the barrels with 
vines, decorative fencing, containers, or 
nearby plantings. And check with your local 
municipality as several states and communi-
ties have banned rain harvesting on private 
property.

Use soaker hoses and drip irrigation to 
save water by applying the water directly to 
the soil where it is needed. Consider con-
necting your rain barrel to a soaker hose in 

a nearby garden. Just open the spigot and 
allow gravity to slowly empty the water 
throughout the day. Check to make sure 
water is evenly distributed throughout the 
garden.

And always water thoroughly and 
less frequently to encourage deep drought 
tolerant roots. Add a layer of organic mulch 
like shredded leaves, evergreen needles or 
herbicide-free grass clippings to conserve 

moisture and keep roots cool. As these break 
down they add organic matter to the soil 
improving the water holding ability of sandy 
and rocky soils.

Allow lawns to go dormant during 
droughts. Apply ¼ inch of water every three 
to four weeks during extended droughts. This 
keeps the crown of the plant alive while the 
grass remains dormant. Do not apply weed 
killers and minimize foot and equipment 

traffic on dormant lawns.
Incorporate one or more of these tech-

niques to your garden care this season. You’ll 
conserve water while creating healthier and 
more attractive gardens.

 Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author & col-
umnist Melinda Myers has more than 30 years 
of horticulture experience and has written over 
20 gardening books, including Can’t Miss Small 

Space Gardening and the Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook. She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
segments. Myers is also a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ web site, www.melindamyers.com, offers 
gardening videos and tips.

Soaker hose.

http://www.milorganite.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1591861853/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1591861853&linkCode=as2&tag=melindamyers-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1591861853/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1591861853&linkCode=as2&tag=melindamyers-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1591865689/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1591865689&linkCode=as2&tag=melindamyers-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1591865689/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1591865689&linkCode=as2&tag=melindamyers-20
http://www.thegreatcourses.com/tgc/courses/course_detail.aspx?cid=9712&ai=83874
http://www.thegreatcourses.com/tgc/courses/course_detail.aspx?cid=9712&ai=83874
http://www.birdsandblooms.com/melinda-myers/
http://www.melindamyers.com/

