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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

OFFICE SPACE: 
470 Sq. Ft. Rent $850/Month

1160 Sq. Ft. Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:
950 Sq. Ft. Rent $3250 /Month 

1200 Sq. Ft. Rent $2950/ Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Call for Details: 

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales � nal. No cash or credit card refunds.

BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222     GROUP SALES (914) 592-2225

LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

Adventure abounds in this high-flying family favorite!  
This enduring tale is loved by adults and children alike 

and is filled with songs from the beloved film! 

CHIM CHIM CHER-EE • A SPOONFUL OF SUGAR

ON STAGE THRU JULY 27

F LY I N G  O N T O  T H E  W B T  S T A G E

The Enchanting Supercalifragilistic Hit

DOWNLOAD THE

WBT App

A Sultry Night of Salsa, 
Mambo, Cha-Cha and Bolero

FRANKIE, tito  &  lupe

Mambo, Cha-Cha and Bolero

VIVA LAS LEYENDAS

Featuring Former Stars of 
FRANKIE VALLI AND 
THE FOUR SEASONS

TUESDAY, MAY 13

Experience the hits of 
the 60s, 70s & 80s the 

way you fi rst heard them.

AN EXCITING 
TROPICAL REVUE 
starring Hector “La 
Llave” Leguillow, the 
MTG All-Stars Orchestra, 
Singers and Dancers.
MONDAY, MAY 12

THE BOGEN PERSPECTIVE

Three Cheers for “Patriot” Cliven Bundy
By BOB K. BOGEN
I expect all of us have had it up 
to here with all the amazing 
Cliven Bundy Nevada militia 
spokesman grotesqueries. It 
was good television for a day 

or two. Major Republican leaders charged 
with great glee across the prairie to build a 
new bandwagon, celebrating their new hero 
who can most simply confront and deny any 
legitimacy of federal authority.

Of course, after the initial scenes of 
the many self-appointed militia men, lined 
up at ten pace intervals along the edge of a 
major raised highway, on their bellies, aiming 
their assault rifles and other assorted lethal 
long guns down at federal officials, the 
drama devolved into multi-network broad-
cast “pronouncementos” featuring Bundy 
and his over-the-top racist and anarchist 
views. Such forthright, honest bloviating by 
Bundy clearly was too much for the anointed 
Republican leaders. After their original 
hailing of “patriot” Bundy, they could be seen 
or heard muttering and scattering over the 
prairie like so many terrified rabbits, deadly 
frightened of their own shadow, exposing 
their underlying lack of reality.

The wonder is that no one in the 
Republican press or leadership has had the 
gall to identify, or at least accuse, Bundy as 
an undercover liberal. Surely now they must 
know him, in all his flamboyant racist media 
glory, as a notorious, even laughable, clown, 
unknowingly exposing underlying common 
Republican hypocrisy.

Certainly many were appalled, if 
even amused, by Bundy’s repeated, notori-
ous media antics often expressing hidden 
racist, as well as anarchist views of many 
Republican leaders. We can hardly hold back 
our cheers for this self-styled truth-talking 
“patriot.” Bundy even amazingly details 
the centuries of wonderful benefits from 
slavery for African-Americans. He repeat-
edly specified how slavery supported their 
family structure; providing honest working 
pleasures of picking cotton! It seems he was 
just born a couple of centuries late, past that 
sad slave-holding time.

Belatedly, the best the more-public raft 
of Republican leaders could manage, after 
their first instinctive support, was to run, not 
walk, as fast as they could from this truth-
telling patriot gun-bearing militia leader.

Bundy has also been revealed as a king 
of public subsidy cheats, a leading welfare 

queen having stopped his payment of the 
extremely subsidized rent he used to pay for 
his cattle grazing on public land. It seems 
clear this is merely a convenient, belated 
secessionist projection of his own crimes 
upon anyone of color.

The so-called elitist New York Times 
could not resist, even glorifying, in its proper 
role as a modern Diogenes, swinging its 
lantern of a free press, searching for an honest 
man, and identifying the abomination of 
honest if sub-human, convenient, self-serv-
ing thinking that Bundy proclaimed.

But soon the corporate media shifted 

to new headlines. Their public focus turned 
to the hyper-rich “owner” of a major bas-
ketball franchise, the Los Angeles Clippers, 
Douglas Sterling. His forthright, self-righ-
teous racism both on basketball and his 
long-standing gross discrimination in his 
considerable apartment, developments soon 
eclipsed the abandoned Bundy’s raving. 
The public and the basketball establish-
ment had to act and Sterling finally had to 
be dismissed, lest any also take his ravings as 
symptoms of the actual widespread racism 
and anarchy that should be recognized and 
dealt with.

Perhaps we should also cheer for 
Sterling, as well as Bundy, and all the other 
self styled “truth-tellers” who should clue 
us into the dangers hanging over us in 
the somewhat more guarded ravings of 
Republican leaders like the governors of 
Texas, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, etc., media 
“patriots” like Rush Limbaugh and Sean 
Hannity, as well as many federal leaders 
in the House of Representatives and the 
Senate.

And while we’re enjoying the ugly 
side of politics we might well revisit the 
Bridgegate fiasco. Back in mid-December, 
before the term Bridgegate was coined, 
this column identified the serious local and 
national side of Governor Chris Christie’s 
related tribulations. In simple terms we 

now have been treated to a multiplicity of 
ChristieGates: TunnelGate, SandyGate, 
HobokenGate, HousingGate, and God 
knows how many more gates loom ahead as 
state and federal legal investigations move on 
in the months to come.

Even beyond ChristiGate, as indicated 
in a recent article on these pages, by one of 
our esteemed former elected officials, our 
Westchester neighbor, David Brodsky, the 
Port Authority itself is long overdue for basic 
redesign, including to restrain misuse of its 
income of $4.4 billion a year as a huge honey 
pot for unrelated political projects.

The Port Authority was established in 
1921 and has served as a world model with 
its power to embark on great projects not 
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BY Dr. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
The two hot button issues 
right now are income 
inequality and the minimum 
wage. Although seemingly 

separate issues, the minimum wage certainly 
has the potential to reduce the rise in income 
inequality. Income inequality, however, is not 
the same as wage inequality. A comparison 
of top wage incomes to say bottom income 
would show a lower ratio of inequality than 
a comparison of the top wages to bottom 
wages. The obvious reason for this may be 
that wages at the bottom are supplemented. 

If so, this might suggest the obvious remedy 
of redistributing from the top to the bottom 
through taxation. But this would also be out 
of step with historical trends.

Historically wage inequality appears to 
be less in those states where union density 
has been higher than the national union 
density. This was clearly the case during the 
1980s when unionism was much stronger 
than it is today. Even with declining union 
membership, wage inequality was still less in 
states with high union density than in those 
states with low union density. During the 
2000s this appears to have changed. Between 
1992 and 2002, union membership fell 15.6 
percent from 16 percent to 13.5 percent. 

Then between 2002 and 2012, union mem-
bership fell an additional 16.3 percent. This 
means that an institution that was there to 
bolster wages had sufficiently diminished in 
strength.

Meanwhile, more states were busy 
attempting to pass right-to-work legislation 
in order to make union organizing more dif-
ficult, if not altogether impossible. Again, 
through the 1990s, states with right-to-work 
laws, despite lower overall wage structures, 
appeared to have higher wage inequality 
than did non-right-to-work states. This also 
changed during the 2000s. It isn’t so much 
that right-to-work laws suppress wages as 
institutions like unions and minimum wage 
laws serve to bolster wages. With declin-
ing unions and stagnation of the minimum 
wage, wage inequality only increased in 

Continued on page 5

Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 
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possible within conventional government. 
The building of the original World Trade 
Center and its rebuilding are peculiar and 
unlikely real estate extensions of its intended 
port and transportation functions.

The basic facts of BridgeGate are all 
too familiar. Since our December column 
Christie has caused the removal of his key 
appointments to handle his interests at the 
Port Authority. These included his close 
associate, with a six-figure salary but no job 
description, who directed the several days 
of enormous town-wide traffic jam over 

Fort Lee, the New Jersey end of the Port 
Authority (PA) George Washington Bridge. 
Christie also removed that man’s supervisor 
at the PA, also with a large salary.

As the shedding of the Governor’s 
related appointments gathered steam, even 
including the Christi appointment to be 
chairman of the PA, one of the most promi-
nent and active lawyers in New Jersey, had to 
be tossed overboard to lighten the Christie 
ship-load, This seemed one more effort as 
captain-governor in his effort to sail back 
into public and legal status, that is, as a 
threatened defendant in a federal trial, and 
as a leading candidate for the Republican 

nomination to run in the 2016 US presiden-
tial election, barely weeks after his reelection 
as governor.

It all seemed too familiar, “déjà vu all 
over again,” as our baseball savant used to 
misspeak. My first personal contact with high 
politics was as a student leader in California. 
It was with my newly elected Congressional 
Representative, Richard Millhouse Nixon, 
before his Senate days, before his Vice 
Presidency under Eisenhower, and before his 
unfortunate and short cut presidency, forced 
by impeachment action.

Some will recall his nickname, “Tricky 
Dick” and his experience with the original 
“Gate”, Watrgate. That “Gate”, as history 

warned us, led to his effective impeach-
ment from the presidency. And I recall 
Nixon went through a similar campaign to 
avoid impeachment, dumping overboard a 
handful of his close appointments. Actually 
an ugly story, blaming his serious troubles on 
his key staff members, but finally paying for 
his misdeeds. .

Of all the wide variety of troubles 
we face as a nation with its messy political 
insanities and in this beautiful planet with all 
its ugly tribulations, one element can give us 
hope for resolution and progress. As more 
and more folks are formally educated and 
learn more of behind the scenes impropri-
eties, largely through social media, progress 

is at last possible. The sad stumbling devel-
opments in the Muslim world do actually 
show the power of people with cell phones 
to change nations, if not without setbacks by 
the “usual suspects.” More later.

Bob Bogen served as comprehensive long-range 
facilities planning director for the New York 
Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission; 
as planning director for the New England 
Regional Commission; as a major United 
Nations official in Pakistan; Board Chairman of 
the Communications Coordinating Committee 
for the United Nations; and Principal 
Representative of Architects / Designers / 
Planners for Social Responsibility to the United 
Nations.
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CENTER ON CONGRESS AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY / SUPREME COURT

The Justices and the Scramble for Cash
By LEE H. HAMILTON
Many trends in American 
politics and government 
today make me worry 
about the health of our 
representative democracy. 

These include the decline of Congress as a 
powerful, coequal branch of government, the 
accumulation of power in the presidency, and 
the impact of money on the overall political 
process.

Recently, the Supreme Court’s 
five-member majority declared that it’s 
unconstitutional to limit the aggregate 
amount an individual can give to candidates, 
political parties, and political action com-
mittees. Campaign contributions amplify 
free speech, these justices maintain, and 
campaign finance laws violate the First 
Amendment: any limit on the ability of 
individuals to contribute to candidates is a 
restraint of free speech. The only legitimate 
cause for the government to step in is to fight 
blatant, obvious corruption; it should not act 
to limit access and influence by well-to-do 
donors. The result of this decision will almost 

certainly increase the impact of money on 
the political system.

The problem is, money doesn’t have to 
be handed over in an envelope filled with 
one-hundred-dollar bills to be harmful. The 
Supreme Court decision seems to be insen-
sitive to what money is doing to the political 
system.

Big money is here to stay in politics. 
Those of us who wish it were otherwise have 
lost that argument — at least for the near 
term.

But we weren’t mistaken about the 
impact of free-flowing campaign cash on 
the system. Politicians need large sums of 
money to run for office, and they spend a lot 
of time raising it. They are keenly attuned to 
generous donors. Inevitably, this gives more 
political influence to the relative handful of 
wealthy donors (only a few thousand at best) 
who choose to “invest” in politics and often, 
though not invariably, get what they want. 
The influence of voters without the financial 
means to command attention is diminished.

Lawmakers, of course, insist that big 
donors get nothing in response for their 

contributions except, perhaps, for a little face 
time. I am skeptical of that claim. Money 
buys access that people without money 
don’t get, and access is nothing less than an 
opportunity to affect legislation. It is a rare 
politician who can remain entirely unin-
fluenced by large political contributions to 
his or her campaign. After all, members of 
Congress seek assignments to committees 
that are known to be useful for fundraising, 
and those wealthy individuals and interests 
spend large sums on wooing and electing 
politicians for a purpose: to get public policy 
favorable to their views and interests.

Over many years both inside and 
outside Congress, I saw very little outright 
corruption, but on a frequent basis I could 
see money’s disproportionate influence 
on the decisions of government and its 

distortion of our representative democ-
racy. With their decision the justices may 
have expanded personal liberty, but they’ve 
done so lopsidedly: boosting the liberty 
of ordinary individuals who cannot afford 
to give to political campaigns gains them 
nothing in the way of political influence.

The Court’s decision further empowers 
a few rich people and disempowers many 
ordinary people. This is not a desirable direc-
tion for our representative government. Our 
system should encourage a government 
responsive to all citizens, not just a few.

What can we do? I would prefer that 
the President and Congress step in and 
design rules of campaign finance that would 
reverse the growing influence of money on 
our campaigns, but that does not appear 
likely to happen. Indeed, even now oppo-
nents of campaign finance laws are preparing 
challenges to the remaining limits on indi-
vidual contributions and to the easily avoided 

disclosure laws we already have. I’m certain 
they’ll get a sympathetic hearing in the 
Supreme Court.

Paradoxically, this may be our best hope. 
Because I also believe that Americans are 
growing tired of the outsized impact that 
great wealth enjoys in politics, and that a 
backlash to the Court’s decisions is taking 
shape. My sense is that growing numbers of 
ordinary voters are recognizing that money 
is a poison in our system. I fervently hope 
that support for public financing and for 
muscular disclosure laws will grow with time, 
because our politics will be more democratic, 
more honest, and more free if we reduce the 
impact of money on elections.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years.

Institutions Matter
Lessons from the States
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those states where wage inequality tended 
to be less.

Institutions clearly matter, and nowhere 
is this more evident than with spate of 
states that decided to either adopt their own 
minimum wages or to increase existing ones 
to above the level of the federal minimum 
wage. Again during the 1980s and 1990s 
states with higher minimum wage laws than 
the federal minimum wage tended to have 
lower rates of wage inequality. During the 
2000s this too was no longer true until 2008. 
In 2007 and 2008 many states, like Arizona 
and Florida, that had never had minimum 
wage laws enacted them. And those that had 
them simply raised them despite the fact 
that the federal minimum wage was increas-
ing due to legislation in early 2007. In 2008 
states with minimum wages higher than 

the federal minimum wage had less wage 
inequality than did those states with either 
lower minimum wages or no minimum 
wages at all.

In 2009 and 2010 the rates of wage 
inequality between these two groups of 
states were the same and was less in the 
minimum wage states in 2011. But by 2013, 
wage inequality was higher in minimum 
wage states than in non-minimum wage 
states, thus returning to the pattern that 
existed from 2000 until 2008 when the value 
of the minimum wage declined. Moreover, 
many of the states than enacted their own 
minimum wages in 2007 did not follow 
up and raise them again; so they now had 
minimum wages lower than the federal 
minimum wage. And Hawaii which had 
long had a higher minimum wage than the 
federal minimum wage, was no longer main-
taining it.

As Congress cannot get its act together 

to raise the minimum wage, we find that 
increasingly more states, and even local gov-
ernments, are not sitting around waiting. 
For policymakers who truly want to reduce 
the rise in wage inequality, but don’t want 
to resort to confiscatory taxation that might 
address the increase in income inequal-
ity, they should take to heart these lessons 
from the states. Moreover, they should 
stop looking to legislation, like right-to-
work laws, that only hasten the demise of 
labor market institutions that truly make a 

difference. Contrary to the reigning ortho-
doxy in conservative economic circles, wage 
setting is not a natural process. Institutions 
matter. They serve to maintain the middle 
class, and when that happens the gap 
between the top and the bottom is similarly 
reduced.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 
policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author of 

several books on wage policy. They include the 
just published: Wage Policy, Income Distribution 
and Democratic Theory (http://www.routledge.
com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews); 
The Political Economy of the Living Wage: A 
Study of Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and 
The Case of the Minimum Wage: Competing 
Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). He is a 
researcher for the Employment Policy Research 
Network (EPRN), and some of his work can 
be found at http://www.employmentpolicy.org/
people/oren-levin-waldman.
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
With all the rain we had last 
week, Noah was on standby, 
but then the sun came out 
and I was able to finish this 
week’s “Ark free” edition of 

“News & Notes.”
A “Happy Birthday” and con-

gratulations shout out to the oldest 
service organization in Pleasantville, the 

Pleasantville Rotary Club in celebration of 
their 90th year of work.

Mount Kisco’s Village Manager James 
Palmer is leaving the position after six years 
to become the Village Administrator in 
Bronxville; good luck Jim.

How about some great sports action 
for a good cause… all proceeds raised at the 
Wilton at Yorktown varsity lacrosse game on 
Tuesday, May 13th at 7pm, will be donated 
to the nonprofit organization Wounded 

Warrior Project, and will support a full range 
of programs and services for this generation 
of injured veterans and their families. Over 
47,000 servicemen and women have been 
injured in the recent military conflicts. In 
addition to the physical wounds, it is esti-
mated as many as 400,000 service members 
live with the invisible wounds of war, includ-
ing combat-related stress, major depression, 
and post-traumatic stress disorder.

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.72308,-74.006892&spn=1.0,1.0&q=40.72308,-74.006892%20(Metropolitan%20College%20of%20New%20York)&t=h
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman
http://www.cure.edu
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Continued on page 7

The New York Unit of the Herb 
Society of America is sponsoring a lecture 
and spring meeting on May 15th at the 
John Jay Homestead in Katonah. Herb is 
a nice name, but who knew he had his own 
society.

The Schoolhouse Theater in Croton 
Falls presents a staged reading of J.D. Zeik’s 
new play called “at the end of the day,” on 
Saturday, May 10th at 7pm. “At the end of the 
day,” tells the story of Russell Walker (read 
by Schoolhouse veteran Kevin Cristaldi of 
“Ten Unknowns” and “Laughter on the 
23rd Floor”), a screenwriter who comes 
to a crossroad of a resurgent career and 

the sacrifice he must make for that resur-
gence to take hold. A lively discussion will 
take place after the reading with Zeik who 
will share his experiences as a Hollywood 
“insider.”

It’s time again to bike, skate or walk 
on the Bronx River Parkway between 
the County Center in White Plains and 
Scarsdale Road in Yonkers. The Westchester 
County Parks with support from Con 
Edison and Friends of Westchester County 
Parks are once again sponsoring “Bicycle 
Sunday’s,” from 10am to 2pm on the Bronx 
River Parkway. 

The Pound Ridge Business Association 
is once again sponsoring “A Taste of Pound 

Ridge,” on May 8th, at Albano Appliances 
with all proceeds benefiting the Pound 
Ridge Library.

Bow-Wow! The Yorktown 
Community Dog Park known as the “Paw 
Park” at Sylvan Glen Park Preserve has 
opened for business seven days a week.

A huge shout out goes to the 
Elephant’s Trunk in Mount Kisco for their 
generous participation in the Community 
Center of Northern Westchester’s annual 
Prom Drive. The Elephant’s Trunk played 
host to young ladies from at least twelve 
communities who were given the opportu-
nity to make their prom dreams come true. 
The students had a wide array of donated 
dresses, shoes and accessories from which 
to choose. Even custom tailoring was 

included; for free… the gals were set from 
head to toe.

Speaking of the Community Center of 
Northern Westchester (CCNW). Believe 
it or not, they are already planning for back-
to-school. CCNW aims to supply hundreds 
of student’s with their school supplies each 
fall. Donations should range from kinder-
garten through high school. Along with the 
basic pens, pencils, notebooks, backpacks, 
etc. the Center will accept cash donations, 
so that they are able to purchase required 
calculators as well. The Community Center 
of Northern Westchester is located at 84 
Bedford Road in Katonah, NY.

The nationally recognized Armonk 
Outdoor Art Show is looking for volun-
teers; the show is scheduled for September 

20-21. The North Castle Public Library 
produces this annual show now in its 52nd 
year.

A group of experts will present a free 
panel discussion on the important topic, 
“How to help your aging parent (without 
losing your marbles or nest egg).” The dis-
cussion will take place at the Mount Kisco 
Public Library on May 13th.

As you can see our northern 
Westchester libraries do so much more for 
our communities than just dispense books. 
Please support your local libraries in many 
of their fabulous functions…

See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, 
Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Continued from page 5
News & Notes from Northern Westchester

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

VAFI Wraps Up
By SHERIF AWAD
During its six days period 
in Varaždin, VAFI children 
festival showed a collection 
of colorful animated film 
realized by children from 

Croatia and all over the world in addition to 
films realized by professional international 
animators.

On the occasion of giving a tribute to 
France in this 5th edition of VAFI, some 
classic and modern French shorts were 
shown on the opening day including the 
melancholic tale La Traversée de l’Atlantique 
à la Rame (Rowing Across the Atlantic) 
by Jean-François Laguionie, a twenty-one 
minute animated short that won La Palme 
d’Or Award in the Cannes Film Festival 
1978 and also Le César Award in 1979. 
During its opening credits, we see the 
wrecks of an small empty boat on an isolated 

beach, followed by a nearby notebook that 
takes us by way of a flashback into the early 
20th Century when two French newlyweds 
embarked on a voyage across the Atlantic 
Ocean. On the boat, the couple takes various 

musical instruments to entertain them-
selves while keeping a log of their journey 
in the notebook. But as time passes by, their 
journey continues becoming more fantastic, 
turning surreal. A more comic and modern 
CGI animated seven-minute French short 
is called À la Française (In the French Way, 
2012). It was made by five co-directors 
Morrigane Boyer, Julien Hazebroucq, 
Ren-Hsien Hsu, Emmanuelle Leleu, and 
William Lorton who re-imagined, in a very 
ironic way, the Court of Versailles during the 
reign of Louis XIV, where all the characters 
are fully dressed up as chickens.

The festival was also the platform of 
several events, including an exhibition of the 
comic strips made by jury m junior compe-
tition member Darko Kreč, who graduated 
as a mining engineer but dedicated his life 
to animated films like Duet, Coffins, The 
Last Waltz in the Old Mill’ and The Level.  
The exhibition centered on Kreč’s work as a 
comic strip artist of the three series Boduljko 
i Žbunika, Kvark and Karlek published in 
Croatian newspapers.

Two animators invited from the 
Russian “Studio Da” in Saint Petersburg 
created a three-minute short with Croatian 
children called “Picnic” during the six days 
of the VAFI Festival. “Studio Da” began 
operation in 2008 as a charitable project with 
part time volunteers to work with children 
with special needs and handicaps to provide 
them with psychological support, rehabili-
tation and socialization through the art of 
animation.

The 1st Mini Prize for animation shorts 
made by children less than ten years f age 
went to the Croatian film Mijau Vau (Meow 
Wow) by Paula Žanić in which she imagined 
a cat trying to save a dog imprisoned in a 
cage. Four mentions went to Boje (Colors) 

La Traversée de l’Atlantique à la Rame (1978)

Sherif Awad manages young Croatan girl Paula Žanić with respect to her award for Mijau Vau 
(Meow Wow).

À la Française (2012).

The Belgian entry, “Deep Sea” depicts sea creatures using common tools.

CALENDAR
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from Ukraine, Fantasticni Cirkus (Fantastical 
Circus) from the Czech Republic, Titanic 
from Croatia and Kakav Nered (Wow, 
What a Mess) from Belgium.

The 1st Midi Prize for animation shorts 
made by children between eleven and 
fourteen years of age went to the Croatian 
short Prlvaji Grad (Dirty City) for its reflec-
tion of environmental problems modern 

cities faced. The film made by a group of 
children at ŠAF Studio in Čakovec City, 
imagined houses rebelling against their 
tenants and chasing them from their 
dwelling for their bad habits of messing the 
city. Four other mentions also went to Izbor 
Angelice (Angelica, the Choice) from Italy, 
Bartol U Verlogu Strasti (Bartholomew in the 
Grip of Passion) from the Czech Republic, 
Ribicija (Gone Fishing) from The United 
Kingdom, and Lovacka Sreca (Hunter’s 
Luck) from Slovenia for the use of visual 
metaphors and symbols, as well as many 

animation techniques used to develop their 
stories. 

The 1st Maxi Prize for animation shorts 
made by children between fifteen and 
eighteen years of age went to Duboko More 
(Deep Sea), a Belgium inventive animation 
that combines maritime audio effects with 
the use of everyday tools to create undersea 
creatures and environment. It was considered 
by jury members to be the most beautiful 
film screened this year.  The four mentions 
in this category went to Lazna Evolucija 
(Pseudo Evolution) from Brazil, Feather 

from Croatia, Galeb (Seagull) from Croatia, 
and Recikliranje (Recycle) from Croatia.  
The winning films can be discovered on 
the VAFI Channel on YouTube through 
the link https://www.youtube.com/user/
VafiVarazdin

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.

com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia ( 
http://varietyarabia.com/  ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132  ) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

VAFI Wraps Up
Continued from page 6

On January 21, 1989, the day after the 
Presidential Inauguration some of the 
principal names in classic rhythm and 
blues, soul and blues performed at the 
Presidential Inaugural Concert. This cel-
ebration features (in order of appearance) 
Chuck Jackson, Percy Sledge, Dr. John, 
Joe Louis Walker, Willie Dixon, Koko 
Taylor, Bo Diddley, William Bell, Carla 
Thomas and Billy Preston, Eddie Floyd, 
Sam Moore, Delbert McClinton, Albert 
Collins, Stevie Ray Vaughan, along with 
top-sidemen brother Jimmie Vaughan 
who sits in with Albert Collins and 
Stevie, plus Steve Cropper, Duck Dunn, 
George Naha, Cash McCall, Ronnie 
Wood and more.

The video and twenty-four-track 
recording were recorded, but the tapes 
were deemed lost, that is until this DVD 
release some twenty-five years later. 
George Bush senior’s campaign manager 
and former Percy Sledge sideman Lee 
Atwater served as the honorary chairman 
of festivities and was mostly responsible 
for assembling all of the (mostly southern 
based) star-power.

Chuck Jackson opens the proceedings 
and scores mightily with a super hi-paced 
“I Don’t Want To Cry” that eventually 
shifts to the Isley Brothers “Shout.” Willie 
Dixon’s band featured Albert Collins’ guitar 
and Delbert McClinton’s harp as they strut 

through 
“ H o o c h i e 

Coochie Man,” Dixie 
calls for Koko Taylor for a swampy 

“Wang Dang Doodle.” Bo Didley performs 
three of his classics “Bo Diddley,” “I’m a 
Man,” and “Hey Bo Didley” but I found his 
set jagged, even with the addition of Stone 

guitarist Ronnie Wood. William Bell takes 
his best shot on “Born Under a Bad Sign” 
with Stax mates Steve Cropper and Duck 
Dunn, but it doesn’t deliver and falls off the 
tracks like a big train-wreck. Ah but Carla 
Thomas comes to the rescue with sharp ren-
dition of “B-A-B-Y,” and further captivates 
on a duet with Billy Preston performing a 
dramatic “When Something is Wrong with 
my Baby,” that was authored by Isaac Hayes.

Eddie Floyd takes no prisoners on a 
rollicking “Knock On Wood” as he dancing 
with a young lady from the crowd, and gives 
a shout-out to “all you young Americans.” 
Sam Moore continues the soul groove 

with “Soul Man” complete with Steve 
Cropper’s well-known guitar riffs, 
Moore’s on too, the band’s full-tilt espe-
cially when Cropper gives George Naha 
some guitar solo space, but it’s Moore 
who is in control and trades vocal barbs 
with Billy Preston who vocally plays 
the part of Sam’s old partner Dave 
Prater. Delbert McClinton performs 
four songs starting with the jumping 
and bluesy “Just a Little Bit.” Delbert 
has several members of his own band 
on board, most notably Don Wise’s 
sax and keyboardist Nick Connolly. 
But even though Albert Collins and 
Steve Cropper are in this band Delbert 
calls out twice to Wise for not one 
but two blistering sax solos. The funky 
“Standing On Shaky Ground” is next 
where it’s obvious Collins is having a 
ball with tasty guitar fills, but Wise’s sax 
fires (twice) again, Delbert’s vocals are 
also roaring and is in total control as a 
seasoned bandleader.

The Texas swinging “Maybe 
Someday” adds Delbert’s harp, as the band 
shifts into overdrive, Wise again powers 
another strong sax break here. McClinton 
concludes his set with a percolating 
“B-Move Box Car Blues.” Delbert intro-
duces the Iceman – Master of the Telecaster 
Albert Collins who shreds his signature 
“Frosty” with Stevie Ray and Jimmie 

Vaughan entering this segment, Collins then calls out for Stevie, who calls for his brother 
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Jimmie. What a photo-op it is to see all three 
guitarists standing side by side by side. Stevie 
Ray fires solidly as does brother Jimmie, 
of course Collins takes his customary (but 
short) stroll through the crowd and plays his 
butt off, perhaps scaring a few of the political 
dignitaries, Reese Wynans also explodes on 
B3. SRV takes over with the bone-chilling 
straight blues of Larry Davis’ “Texas Flood.” 
This is classic with Stevie Ray closing his 
eyes, playing his guitar over his head, behind 

his back and just letting go, even when 
he breaks strings, he gets a new guitar and 
picks up where he left off and explodes, 
as he expounds “that’s blues for Texas!” 
“Lovestruck Baby” is all pedal to metal, 
Stevie calls out to Wynans “get it Reese” 
who switches to piano and erupts, Jimmie 
tears a new one here too, man this is hot, 
especially when Stevie puts his hat on the 
microphone and jams! Stevie introduces his 
entire band (though Jimmie’s disappeared) 
and they rip into (another Stevie) Wonder’s 
“Superstition” where the only weird thing is 
the cameraman’s poor judgment of filming 
the hall that’s now mostly empty, but this 

doesn’t bother SRV who continues to wail. 
They close with a short “Scuttle Buttin’,” 
as Stevie “thanks to all Americans of the 
world,” reminding us “that we’re all alive 
because of the grace of God.” Eerily Stevie 
tragically passed (about one and a half year 
later) in a helicopter crash after a concert 
on August 27th, 1990. Additional weird-
ness; the man largely responsible for this 
evening Lee Atwater died on March 29th, 
1991 from a brain tumor. Say what you want 
about Atwater, but this terrific evening was 
all about Atwater’s love and appreciation of 
the music. Just listen to the closing audio 
(with the complete text of musician credits) 

of Koko Taylor singing “Let the Good 
Times Roll” and remember what a memo-
rable night it was, and nothing more.

So there you have it, well recommended 
for fans of blues, rhythm and blues, and 
southern soul: “A Celebration of Blue and 
Soul: The 1989 Inaugural Concert” should 
more than float you boat. Note: What is 
greatly appreciated and unusual for many 
current DVD’s is the wonderful twenty-
eight page booklet with mega behind the 
scenes (too lengthy to describe here) tidbits 
of this very special concert in Washington 
D.C. Kudos to Shout Factory for contracting 
Peter Guralnick and Richard Harrington to 

opine about this show, as well as other very 
interesting factoids that didn’t make it onto 
this DVD. Long story short: This DVD is 
highly recommended for repeated viewings. 
Lastly, and personally speaking: (even 
though it’s not announced) I’d love to see a 
CD audio release of this powerhouse perfor-
mance made available as well.

Bob Putignano has for fifteen years been pivotal 
at WFDU with his Sounds of Blue radio show: 
www.SoundsofBlue.com - Previously a senior 
contributing editor at Blues Revue, Blueswax, 
and Goldmine magazines, and Music Editor 
for the Westchester Guardian. Putignano can be 
contacted at: bob8003@yahoo.com

The Sounds of Blue
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Iona President Nyre to Receive Distinguished Alumnus Award
NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Iona College 
President Joseph E. Nyre, Ph.D., will receive 
the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
Maurice O. Graff Distinguished Alumnus 
Award, established to recognize living 
alumni who have achieved honor and dis-
tinction with recognition and reputations 
that extend well beyond the immediate 
environments in which they live and work. 
The university will bestow the award during 
a special reception at the UW-L Cleary 
Alumni and Friends Center on May 9. Prior 
to the reception, Dr. Nyre will meet with 
La Crosse Mayor Tim Kabat and tour the 
UW-L Campus with Chancellor Joe Gow.

“I am humbled to receive this 
recognition from UW-L,” Nyre said. “I am 
grateful for the education I received from the 

dedicated faculty and staff of the University. 
UW-L is a great university that transforms 
young men and women. It changed my life.”

A Wisconsin native, Dr. Nyre earned 
a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Wisconsin-Lacrosse, an MA from the 
University of Missouri, and both an Ed.S. 
and Ph.D. from the University of Kansas 
before completing pre- and post-doctoral 
fellowships at Harvard Medical School and 
the University of Kansas.

Nyre has served on numerous boards 
of directors, governor’s commissions, and 
national task forces. He has a nationally 
recognized program of research, numerous 
publications in the fields of psychology and 

education, and has authored and advanced 
vital state and national legislation.

Prior to assuming the Presidency of 
Iona College in 2011, Nyre served in a 
faculty capacity at numerous universities and 
as President/CEO of The Hope Institute.

Founded in 1940, Iona College is a 
four-year private, coeducational institution of 
learning in the tradition of the Edmund Rice 
Christian Brothers and American Catholic 
higher education. It is a diverse commu-
nity of learners and scholars dedicated to 
academic excellence and the values of justice, 
peace and service. Iona offers undergraduate 
degrees in liberal arts, science, and business 
administration, as well as Master of Arts, 

Master of Science and Master of Business 
Administration degrees and numerous 
advanced certificate programs. Iona College 
is the second largest private sector employer 
in New Rochelle.
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Whither Television? Part 2
By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Technological changes may 
soon take “home entertain-
ment systems” further from 
the original “television” 
model than ever before. 

Television, in the “pre-cable” days was very 
similar in concept to radio in that broadcast 
stations transmitted signals from powerful 
antennas through the air to antennas 
attached to receivers or “television sets” in 
viewers’ homes. These antennas might be 
“rabbit ears,” small devices sitting on top of 
the television, larger rooftop antennas, or 
later, much larger “master antennas,” feeding 
many apartments in a large complex. The 
quality of reception was dependent on such 
factors as distance of the viewer’s house 
from the transmitting antenna, the size and 
location of the receiving antenna, and the 

physical location of the viewer’s house (hill, 
valley, etc).

The only cost to the viewer in this 
scenario was the purchase of the televi-
sion receiver itself and of whatever type of 
antenna was chosen. The sets themselves 
were limited to 13 stations or “channels” 
with the actual number of channels avail-
able in an area determined by the size of the 
viewer market (In the New York City area, the 
channels available once views reached a critical 
mass were seven in number -- 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 
& 13).

This type of delivery system limited 
both the quality of the picture available and 
the number of potential viewers. The further 
one was from broadcasting antennas, the 
worse the reception. Rural areas were often 
too far from a center city to have access to 
any (or more than one) broadcasting stations 
or would receive only poor quality reception 

because of the distance from the stations.
Enter cable! Cable providers contracted 

with the “over-the-air stations” to bring their 
content through coaxial cables to viewers 
throughout the country. They paid the over-
the-air stations for their content and charged 
the viewer for the service. To sweeten the 
appeal to potential purchasers, they con-
tracted with new companies to provide 
content that was not available “over-the-air” 
and channels such as HBO, MSG, CNN, 
Showtime, Playboy, The Animal Channel, 
The History Channel, etc. were born. New 
York area viewers could continue to use 
standard antennas and receive all other over-
the-air channels (such as CBS, NBC, ABC, 
and PBS) but could not receive these new 
cable channels without purchasing cable 
service.

In an attempt to provide some order 
to the laying of cable throughout com-
munities, regulatory agencies provided for 
the awarding of local geographic monopo-
lies to cable companies – so Time Warner 

Cable serves Manhattan, Cablevision the 
Bronx, Westchester, and parts of Putnam, 
and Comcast parts of Putnam. The cable 
companies (for the purpose of this discussion, the 
Verizon “FIOS” system is also considered a “cable 
channel”), soon embarked on marketing 
strategies that “bundled” channels together 
into packages – so that to receive HBO, the 
viewer might also have to accept (and pay for) 
TruTV and Sports Channel whether she / 
he wishes them or not (this bundling allowed 
the cable companies to carry the less popular 
channels).

So the new ‘cable model” was estab-
lished, generally replacing the “over the air 
model.” In this model, the cable company 
chose the channels it would provide (some 
companies provide 1 or 2 or 3 C-SPAN 
channels, some carry Al-Jazeera America and 
some do not, etc.) and design the bundles of 
channels that will most likely maximize its 
profits. Even as the satellite channels, such 
as Dish Network and DirectTV arrived to 
compete with the cable channels, they used 

the same model of bundling offerings.
But just when it appeared that there was 

a stable model, the cracks began to appear. 
The ability to connect devices to home tele-
vision screens to allow the display of Internet 
feeds on the set through devices such as 
Apple TV, Google TV and Roku not only 
allowed “Web Browsing” and “YouTube” 
watching on the big screen, it allowed the 
development of original content to be placed 
on the Internet and then seen as one might 
watch a standard television show. Soon 
Netflix, Amazon, and Yahoo made their 
way into what had previously only been the 
arena of the television world. Viewers can 
soon have almost unlimited choices of home 
entertainment viewing – from the networks, 
cable channels, Amazon, YouTube, Yahoo, 
any one else who might enter the market 
place – be it Apple, Microsoft, or small inde-
pendent entities.

At the same time that this new non-
cable expansion of content seems to be 

Continued on page 9
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By JOHN SIMON
The Irish theater has thrived 
on its characters’ eccen-
tricity, sometimes based 
on outlandish individual-
ity, sometimes on mere 

benightedness. Yeats was the chief excep-
tion; other playwrights mostly followed this 
proven recipe.

Otherwise put, whereas in sophisti-
cated comedy protagonists are smarter than 
the rest, in typical Irish comedy they are 
more conniving, more absurd or just more 
loony. Out of this tradition comes Martin 
McDonagh’s “The Cripple of Inishmaan,” 
although with rather tougher language than 
that of, say, Synge, but with that balance of 
wit and melodrama Irish playwrights (think 
Brian Friel) excel at.

Protagonist here is the youth known as 
Cripple Billy, with a gnarled left hand and 
rigid left leg, making walking arduous and 

kissing a girl unlikely. His parents drowned 
under mysterious circumstances, and he was 
reared by two maiden ladies who run an 
erratic food shop, where canned peas prolif-
erate at the expense of nearly everything else.

These ladies are the flightier Kate 
Osbourne, who in frequent times of distress 
talks to stones, and her more skeptical sister, 
Eileen, who doesn’t. Both sisters, however, 
fret equally over Billy, who likes to gaze 

prolongedly at cows and uncharacteristically 
reads books. Billy sees his main chance in 
getting to another island, Innishmore, where 
(and this is historical fact) the documentary 
filmmaker Robert Flaherty is shooting his 
movie, “Man of Aran.”

The island doctor has found Billy 
tubercular, but the boy forges a letter from 
him that persuades the local boatman, 
Babbybobby Bennett to ferry him over to 
Inishmore, along with the young siblings 
Bartley and Helen McCormick, the latter 

the village belle, a potty-mouthed virago, 
hard as nails. She hopes to make it into 
Flaherty’s movie and on to Hollywood; 
instead, Billy is chosen.

Ah, those rowdy Hibernian rustics! 
Babbybobby has no compunction 
about beating a cripple to a pulp. And 
Johnnypateenmike, brazenly lives off being 
the island’s living newspaper, reciting the 
local news to whoever will listen and feed 
him in exchange. Among the colorful 
specimens count Mammy, the 90-year-old, 
ribald and alcoholic mother, whom Johnny 
indulges in liquor hoping to prevent her 
from seemingly living forever.

We get a scene of Billy, unsuccessful and 
languishing in a shabby Hollywood hotel, 
and another of him back and turning up at 
a screening of “Man of Aran,” which induces 
comic violence. Helen continues provoca-
tive, while her brother Bartley suffers from 
an addiction to sweets, and from excessive of 
optimism about life in Ireland, which cannot 
be that bad, given that even sharks have a 
way of returning to its waters.

The production is directed by Britain’s 
gifted Michael Grandage with members 
of the solid acting company he recently 
founded. Billy, however, is played by Daniel 
Radcliffe, the incarnator of Harry Potter, 
who also has notable stage experience. 
He offers a sharp portrayal that includes 
heartrending difficulty in walking and an 
awesome tubercular cough.

There are vivid sets and costumes by 
Christopher Oram, savvy lighting by Paule 
Constable, and austere music by Alex 
Baranowski. But for all that, the play is more 
interesting than moving, more cannily con-
trived than sincerely compelling.

Venue: The Cort Theatre, 138 West 

exploding, a case is being argued before the 
United States Supreme Court that is shaking 
the industry. Aereo, a two year old company 
backed by industry power Barry Diller, has 
been sued by the major networks for what 
they claim is pirating of over-the-air signals 
and selling them to viewers. Aereo subscrib-
ers, for a fee of eight dollars ($8) per month, 
lease an antenna at Aereo, which is able to 
pick up the networks’ over-the-air trans-
mission and store it for later viewing. The 
content captured may then be “streamed” to 
a computer, mobile device, or through Apple 
TV to the big screen. Aereo likens the service 
to a remote DVD device while the networks 

call it stealing.
Industry analysts see the outcome of the 

case as having a major impact on the industry. 
Some feel that, should Aereo be successful, 
the verdict might cause the networks to give 
up over-the-air transmission. While it is too 
early to determine either the outcome of the 
case or its ramifications, it is clear that the 
industry is nervous.

No matter what impact the new content 
providers have or what happens with Aereo, 
it seems that the industry is ripe for change. 
We read regularly of customer dissatisfac-
tion with cable prices, bundling, service, 
and speed (more and more consumers now 
realize that, compared to other countries, 
US “high-speed broadband” is low-speed). 
The cover story of the May 2014 Consumer 
Reports is an 8 page in-depth piece, “Break 

Free From Cable,” analyzing charges, 
bundles, and service with recommendations 
on how to choose plans and negotiate with 
the providers for lower rates.

Change is in the air – and we should 
take every possible advantage of it!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio broadcasts 
at www.johnmac13.comhttp://www.
johnmac13.com/.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
The 40th U.S. president 
famously exhorted Mikhail 
Gorbachev to tear down 
the Berlin Wall. The 44th 
president wants to build one 

of his own.
The Soviets and their East German 

clients built the Cold War barrier in 1961 
to prevent citizens from fleeing to the 
West to try to create a better future with 
their labor and their skills, which the com-
munists treated as state property. Ronald 
Reagan went to Berlin in 1987, stood at the 
Brandenburg Gate, and issued his challenge. 
Less than three years later, the wall fell.

Today, American corporations are 

defecting – we don’t use the word, but that’s 
exactly what it is – by the dozen. Just as East 
Germans wanted to put their labor to better 
use in other lands, U.S. corporations want 
to use their collective $1 trillion or more 
of accumulated offshore profits for some-
thing more productive than sitting in bank 
accounts.

But corporations can’t invest that capital 
domestically, and they can’t return it to 
their shareholders in the form of dividends, 

48th Street, New York, NY 10036. Tel: 212-
239-6200. Tickets: www.Telecharge.com , 
212-239-6200, or 800-432-7250.

* * *
Harvey Fierstein has shown significant 
ability as a playwright (notably “Torch Song 
Trilogy”) and actor (most winningly in 
“Hairspray”), and one expected much from 
his new play, “Casa Valentina,” with strong 
actors directed by the talented Joe Mantello.

Expectations, however, are only partly 
fulfilled. This is the fictional story of a 
ramshackle bungalow community, Casa 
Susanna, that actually existed in the Catskills 
in the sixties, when the play takes place. It was 
a haven for men who enjoyed crossdressing, 
for which, even without being homosexual, 
they needed a hiding place from the world 
and, if they had them, their wives.

It is a place run by a married couple, Rita 
(Mare Winningham, excellent) and George 
(Patrick Page, ditto), himself a crossdresser as 

Valentina. Rita is a tough lady 
who sympathetically caters 
to the clientele’s needs, and 
is understanding of her hus-
band’s transvestism. The play 
opens promisingly on a tiered 
set by Scott Pask, in whose 
various rooms several men are 
making themselves up into 
women. And sure enough, the 
light-hearted first half of the 
play is not half bad.

The action centers on 
Jonathon (the not particularly 
appealing Gabriel Ebert), a 
first-time visitor under the 
name Miranda, who needs to 
be made over and guided by 
the more experienced clients. 
These include Bessie, a burly 
former marine, who never-
theless does a hearty job as a 
quasi-female and contributes 
lively comedy.

Also Charlotte (the terrific Reed 
Birney), the most energetic customer, who 
could almost be a dominatrix, and who 
endeavors to organize the hotel guests into a 
sorority, which would give them legal status, 
but would also entail some serious disad-
vantages. There is, further, Charlotte’s friend 
Gloria (Nick Westrate), by far the most suc-
cessful crossdresser, who looks best in drag, 
and who is as savvy as all getout.

There are, moreover, the elderly Terry 
(John Cullum), and the character labeled the 
Judge (which he is), at the Casa as Amy, who 
provides legal advice. All goes relatively well 
in Act One, but in Act Two the play turns 
much more galumphingly serious, and there 
is even a disturbing dramatic climax, giving 
the lie to the notion that none of these men 
are homosexuals, one of the play’s main ideas 
until it is rather undercut.

That incident is brought about by the 
Judge (Larry Pine), who creates trouble, and 
on whose behalf the play’s only other female 
character, his daughter (Lisa Emery) makes 
a brief, somewhat underwritten, appearance.

In the very end, Rita has a quite 
puzzling line, and George a strange, wordless 
gesture, both of which are meant to have 
deep meaning, but leave me, I am sorry to 
say, in the dark. So here it is: a flawed play 
that begins entertainingly enough, but ends 
up as—in the unintended sense—a drag.

Venue: Samuel J. Friedman Theatre, 
261 West 47th Street, between Broadway and 
8th Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Tickets: 
www.Telecharge.com , 212-239-6200, or 
800-447-7400.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Continued on page 11
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GovernmentSection
Senate Democratic Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins Urges Against Federal Actions That Would Hike Utility Costs for Hudson Valley Consumers

ALBANY, NY -- Senate Democratic 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and 
members of the Senate Democratic 
Conference yesterday sent a letter to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) urging a reversal of the decision 
to create a new energy capacity zone for the 
Lower Hudson River Valley which will cause 
a dramatic increase in rates for consumers.

“Residents of the Hudson Valley 
already pay among the highest rates in the 
country for their electricity and other utili-
ties,” Senate Democratic Conference Leader 

Andrea Stewart-Cousins said. “The creation 
of this new capacity zone will cause these 
already exorbitant costs to skyrocket in the 
region at a time when consumers statewide 
are still reeling from the sudden increases in 
energy costs associated with a particularly 
harsh winter.”

The New York Independent System 
Operators proposed creating the new 
capacity zone in the power grid running 
from Albany to New York City for the 
purpose of attracting additional local power 
generation. However, as New York State’s 

Public Services Commission Chair, Audrey 
Zibelman stated, the new capacity zone 
“does not provide any value to consumers.” 
In fact, the new zone is expected to increase 
costs to consumers by as much as 12% or 
higher.

In the letter sent by Senate Democratic 
Leader Stewart-Cousins and signed by 
Democratic Senators whose constitu-
ents would be impacted by the FERC 
actions, the Senators noted that Governor 
Cuomo’s administration is already working 
to transfer energy from upstate New York 
to the downstate area to eliminate the need 

for this new capacity zone and prevent this 
significant additional burden on consumers. 
The Senators also noted that the dramati-
cally higher energy rates would place undo 
burdens on families and business owners 
and stifle economic growth throughout the 
greater Hudson Valley.

The letter sent by Senate Democratic 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and 
members of the Senate Democratic 
Conference to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission is available here: http://www.
scribd.com/doc/221385978/04-30-14-Let-
ter-to-FERC-Re-Capacity-Zone

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230
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thanks to an American tax system that is 
unique in the developed world for its per-
versity. America, and America alone, declares 
that companies incorporated here must pay 
U.S. tax on income earned elsewhere, even if 
it is paid in dividends to shareholders who 
live elsewhere too. It isn’t a tax on American 
profits; it’s a tax on the increasingly undesir-
able circumstance of being organized and 
managed in the U.S.A.

The latest and largest corporation to 
make a run for freedom is Pfizer. The phar-
maceutical giant wants to become a British 
company by acquiring its pharmaceutical 
rival AstraZeneca. The acquisition is not 
yet certain, and AstraZeneca’s drug portfo-
lio would likely have made it an attractive 
target regardless of its geography. But the 
U.K. address caught the attention of Pfizer’s 
leadership. Pfizer says it would still be traded 
on the New York Stock Exchange and keep 
its headquarters in New York, and so it 
would – for as long as it is run by the current 
generation of managers who happen to live 
there, anyway.

There are some people in Washington 
who recognize how self-defeating and 
foolish our current corporate tax regime has 
become. Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, said, 
“Until we can reform out tax code so we 
have a more globally competitive system, 
businesses will seek ways to limit their taxes 
in the United States in favor of foreign tax 
systems,” The New York Times reported.

Yet there are others, including the 
current president, who sees the problem 
only as a form of leverage to try to extract 
still more taxes. If he can’t get that revenue 
from corporations, the president wants to 
get it from his favorite target, high-income 
individuals. In short, what he really wants is 
to tax prosperous Americans to make up for 
the loss of tax revenue on corporate profits 
that are earned offshore.

Raising individual tax rates only makes 
the problem worse. If Pfizer wants to pay 
$1.25 worth of dividends to a high-income 
Californian, the company must earn $3 of 
profit in order to do so. First, Washington 
would take 35 percent via corporate taxes. 
From the $1.95 that remained, subtract 
federal income tax on the individual share-
holder (another 23 percent, after several 
Obama tax increases). On top of that, 
there is a 13 percent top rate at the state 
level in California. So when Pfizer pays 
the $1.95 dividend to that Californian, she 
pays 70 cents in personal taxes, leaving her 
with the intended $1.25 to actually spend. 
Government at the state and federal levels 
takes the other $1.75 – more than half the 
total profit.

Obama’s 2015 budget proposed to ban 
American corporations from defecting, by 
prohibiting them from reorganizing abroad 
after acquiring a foreign company. An 

American president is essentially attempting 
to tell American companies that they have 
no choice but to remain American forever. 
If this brings to mind old images of Nikita 

Khrushchev and a wall rising in Berlin, it is 
understandable.

Whether or not the language banning 
defection makes it through in the form the 
president proposed, it is enough to make 
corporations like Pfizer move quickly in 
order to secure a merger before Washington 
can block the way. Our tax rate has already 
driven high-profile businesses elsewhere; if it 

seems that it is about to become harder to 
escape confiscatory corporate taxation, com-
panies besides Pfizer may decide it is worth 
the risk to rush things a little.

Perhaps the president is unaware that 
corporate acquisitions are a two-way street. 
If a company like Pfizer can’t acquire other 
firms, it becomes an acquisition target 

Continued on page 12

Celebrate at Posto 22...

Posto 22  •  22 Division Street, New Rochelle, NY      

Mon.-Thurs. 11:30AM-10:30PM 
 Fri 11:30AM - 10PM  Sat.& Sun. 11:30AM - 11:PM

 
Reserve Now 

For

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 11th

  914.235.2464   
www.Posto22.com  

Lunch & Dinner
Take-Out • Catering

Local Delivery
Parties

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11th
  

      
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” 
Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES  2 PARTY ROOMS AVAIL. SEATING 75 & 100
 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

 914.288.0188

3 Barker Ave., Marriott Residence Inn,  White Plains

Mother’s Day Sunday, May 11
Call for Reservations

Gourmet Cantonese Cuisine
11:30A-9:30P M-F • 11A -9:30P Sat. & Sun.

Traditional Dim Sum Until 5PM Daily • Available for Parties

www.AberdeenWhitePlains.com

577 NORTH BROADWAY, WHITE PLAINS • 2 BLOCKS FROM NORTH WHITE PLAINS TRAIN STATION

Steakhouse 
with

Northern Italian Cuisine
Extensive Wine List

Desserts Homemade Daily

ALEX’S BAR & GRILLE
DINNER:  5–10PM   MON. –THURS.  •   FRI.   5 –11PM   

SAT.  2 –11PM • SUN. 2–9PM

914.358.1444
www.abg2012.com

 Reserve Now for Mother’s Day,  Sunday, May 11th
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itself. What is the president going to do? 
Will he tell Americans that they can’t 
sell their shares to foreigners? Or will 
he tell foreigners that they are free to 
buy American companies but not free to 
manage those companies elsewhere, or to 
liquidate them? How does he propose to 
get foreign nationals to turn over foreign-
held profits from foreign operations to the 
U.S. Treasury?

The Wall made defecting to the West 
riskier, and it slowed the tide of escapes, 
but it never stopped them completely. 
Eventually, like all such barriers in history, 
it crumbled. Obama or another president 
might manage to build a wall. But keeping 

it intact over the long term is another 
matter. Just ask Mikhail Gorbachev.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved to 
Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008. 
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James Palmer Selected As Bronxville Administrator
BRONXVILLE, NY -- Mayor Mary 
Marvin and the Board of Trustees are 
pleased to announce on May 1, 2014, that 
James Palmer, current Village Manager of 
Mount Kisco, New York, has been selected 
as their next Village Administrator. Mr. 
Palmer was selected after a very thorough 
search process that began in February.

As Mount Kisco Village Manager, Mr. 
Palmer served as the Chief Administrative 
Officer responsible for all day-to-day opera-
tions and has served as Village and Town 
Clerk, Assessor, Building Inspector and 
Human Resource Manager.

Mr. Palmer will begin his new assign-
ment on Monday, June 23, 2014. Donald 

Marra, Interim Village 
Administrator, will continue 
serving the Village until Mr. 
Palmer’s effective date of 
employment.

Mayor Marvin com-
mented, “I am very pleased 
that James Palmer will be 
Bronxville’s next Village 
Administrator. His experience 
and reputation as a hard-
working and knowledgeable 
Administrator, as well as his 
proven track record, made him 
a very attractive candidate.”

The Bronxville Library - Connector to All Our Village Institutions
By Mayor MARY C. MARVIN

While walking home 
from Village Hall this 
week, I crossed at the 
Library corner and 
realized what a gem, and 

a sometimes hidden gem, we have in this 
institution. Begun as a reading room in 
1875, our formal library has been in its 
current home since 1942.

Our Library, thanks to an inno-
vative Director, a proactive Board of 
Trustees, a talented and energetic 
Friends of the Library Board and your 
generous donations, is so much more 
than a repository of books and tapes. 
It is a center of music, culture, learning, 
fun and an integrated partner/connector 
with all of our Village institutions.

As illustration, just recently our 

Library was awarded a very prestigious 
Arts Westchester Grant which will fund 
art installations this Fall that connect 
the Library users to the Bronxville 
Farmers Market – the objective being 
to promote the appreciation for the role 
that “local” plays in improving the health 
and lifestyles of Village residents.

Our Library also works closely with 
all of our educational institutions. Just 

this past Thursday, the Library collabo-
rated with Sarah Lawrence College on a 
second annual springtime celebration of 
poetry which featured poets from Sarah 
Lawrence College sharing their writings 
on history, legacy and community.

And, during this poetry month, over 
40 Bronxville Public School students 
attended a poetry slam event and an 
upcoming evening will showcase local 
book authors.

Ensconced in a beautiful historic 
building lending a reading at home feel, 
the Library is also the backdrop for a 
very impressive fine arts collection of 
American paintings from 1890 – 1930.

Programs offered are varied and 
interests span every age group. Our time 
honored children’s story hours and activ-
ities continue to increase in popularity 
and elementary art and craft classes now 
intersperse the schedule. And on some 
nights, even “magical” things happen 
at our Library. After stories and songs 
for children ages 3 and over, the teddy 
bears brought to the Library by the 

participants can stay for an overnight 
visit. The teddy bear owners can then 
witness “their kids” at play who seem to 
get into all kinds of mischief. Bears were 
caught roasting marshmallows and even 
making long distance calls!

All are invited to join a library book 
group, take Mahjong lessons and join a 
knitting group that makes blankets and 
scarves for those in need. Teen Movie 
Matinees are part of the program as well 
as an Oscar movie series.

And if getting up to speed in the 
technological world is a goal, the Library 
offers regular classes in computer skills 
and e-reader instructions.

Should you not desire a lesson or 
even a book, just walk in our Library and 
you will be able to get a copy of the New 
York Times crossword puzzle, read one 
of the 80 periodicals available or take 
advantage of a free museum pass service. 
Thanks to the Friends of the Library, 
Library card holders can sign out free 
passes to a dozen museums including 
the Frick, the Air and Space Museum, 
The Museum of Natural History and 
the Guggenheim just to name a few.

According to Library Director, 
Gabriella Radujko, one of the most 
important roles of the Library is to 
engage library users in conversa-
tion about what is important to them. 
Armed with this information, programs 
are added/tailored and decisions about 
purchase of materials are considered. 
The addition of independent and 

foreign films were a direct result of 
patron feedback.

The Library also has a unique 
resource for parents in the Children’s 
Room – a guide to help select age 
appropriate books for their youngsters. 
“Big Nate” books continue to be off the 
charts in popularity.

As for adult preferences, “The 
Goldfinch”, “Flash Boy” and “Be Careful 
What You Wish For” lead as most 
requested. Local movie favorites are 
the “Wolf of Wall Street” and “August 
Osage County”. Not surprisingly, given 
the dreadful winter, there has been a 
recent run on our landscape and garden-
ing collection! Regardless of the recent 
trends, the love of the traditional book 
remains strong at our Library.

In 2013, over 46,000 adult books 
were circulated and even more impres-
sive over 45,000 children’s books were 
checked out. Over 8,800 audio units 
were downloaded and the Library staff 
accommodated 138,791 visits just last 
year. Never more in its history, thanks 
to the efforts of a strong and loyal staff 
and committed and enlightened Board 
members, our current Library embodies 
the wishes of its very first Library Board 
President, Ernest Quantrell, who in 
1942 said, “A Library should not only 
be a store house for books and a shelter 
for readers but also an influence on the 
community.”

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a sug-
gestion or comment, direct your perspective 
by e-mail to: mayor@vobny.com .
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Alba’s

We welcome you to join us for 
Mother’s Day, Sunday May 11th. 

Please make reservations early ! 
914.937.2236

www.albasrestaurant.com
400 North Main St., Port Chester, NY 10573

Mother’s Day Sunday, May 11th
www.lafontanellapelham.com

115 WOLF’S LANE, PELHAM, NY  •  914.738.3008

La Fontanella 

S I E NA  R E S T A U R A N T 
Reserve Now for Mother’s Day, Sunday May 11th

www.sienanewrochelle.com
969 Main St., New Rochelle • 914.235.0300

Mother’s Day, May 11th

Special Mother’s Day Prix Fixe Menu

TOMBOLINO 
R I S T O R A N T E

Zagat Rated  “Excellent” 
Wine Spectator Award of Excellence 

www.TombolinoRistorante.com
LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING ON-OFF SITE • BANQUET ROOM  SEATS 75
TOMBOLINO RISTORANTE • 356 KIMBALL AVE. , YONKERS • 914.237.1266

PEOPLE MILITARY SEXUAL ASSAULT

Gillibrand Statement on New Department of Defense 
Military Sexual Assault Report
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- U.S. Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, Chair of the Senate 
Armed Services Subcommittee on 
Personnel, released the following statement 
today after the Defense Department released 
a new report on military sexual assault. 
Today’s report does not include a prevalence 
survey to determine the total number of 
estimated cases of unwanted sexual contact 
in FY2013, the prevalence survey conducted 
in FY2012 showed an estimated 26,000 
cases of unwanted sexual contact. Earlier 
this week, Gillibrand wrote a letter to the 
Pentagon expressing her concerns over 
potential changes of methodology of the 
next prevalence survey to be conducted by 
a new vendor and, “the impact this change 
will have on the ability to track progress in 
preventing and responding to sexual assault 
in the Armed Forces.” 

“Today’s report is deeply troubling and 
shows the scourge of sexual assaults has not 

been brought under control and our current 
military justice system remains broken. Since 
today’s report does not include a total esti-
mated number of crimes committed, it is 
impossible to draw any conclusions regard-
ing the number of increased reports.

“But the report in front of us should 
send chills down people’s spines. A system 
where only 1 out of 10 reported cases 
proceed to trial for a survivor to have a 
fair shot at receiving justice is simply not 
working. Using last year’s baseline of an esti-
mated 26,000 total cases of unwanted sexual 
contact, we have a system where 8 out of 10 
victims of sexual assault still do not trust the 
chain of command enough to report the 
crime committed against them. That is a 
system screaming for additional reform.

“Further, I am deeply worried by today’s 
data showing no increase in the pros-
ecution and conviction rates compared to 
overall reporting. More reporting is not the 

end game. Justice and removing recidivist 
predators from the military so they can not 
commit more crimes to arrest the problem is 
the end game. More people coming forward 
and not receiving justice only further erodes 
trust in the system. These shocking numbers 
should spur Congress to act and finally put 
these cases in the hands of trained legal pro-
fessionals to fix a system that is failing our 
brave men and women in uniform.”

GOVERNMENT

By RICH MONETTI
It would seem that the 
country provides ample 
opportunity and space for a 
boy (or a man) to make the 
most of being “best friends”. 

But many parks in Westchester have strict 
no dogs allowed policies – even a leash 
does not suffice. This leaves the dog owner 
in search of out-of-town dog parks to roam 
legally – until the residents only signs and 
fees put a stop to that. This had become the 
case for Yorktown residents for quite some 
time, and after ten years of trying, the town 
finally has a dog park all their own.

Located at Sylvan Glen Park, the 
realization garners more than a giggle for 
the 270 members who have endured this 
long trek. “A lot of people are just tickled to 
death,” says David Rocco, who has headed 
up the initiative for the last several years.

They should be – given all the lessons 
in civics that have been encapsulated. Going 
back to the beginning, New York State Parks 
Commissioner Bernadette Castro refused 
to sink her teeth into the issue during her 
tenure, according to Rocco. “She wouldn’t 
make a decision one way or another,” he said.

At the same time, the Yorktown Town 

Board was over the years relatively clear on 
how high a priority it was for them. “It’s not 
the most important thing on the agenda so it 
gets passed to the back burner,” David Rocco 
said.

Democracy can then be an initiative’s 
own worst enemy. In other words, if the issue 

did pick up steam during periodic inter-
vals, all would be lost in the changeover of 
administrations.

Nonetheless, a concurrently running 
search began with an abandoned Golf 
course, a tract near Granite Knolls Park, and 
several other prospects before light at the end 

Yorktown Finally Gets a Dog Park
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Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

of the tunnel emerged in Sylvan.
A sea change at the local Parks and Rec 

then added a boost that really put the park 
in the running. “In the past, they weren’t 
adversaries but they were pretty tough with 
us. Now, they were leading the fight to get 
the park done so it’s all about timing,” Rocco 
noted.

Well, not exactly – given the $50,000 
price tag for the enclosing fence; but dollars 
have a way of diminishing with a little 
good sense. One of the members suggested 

using cedar polls and cut the expenditure to 
$22,000. “The town agreed to lay out half 
and we would come up with the remainder,” 
said Rocco.

This certainly helped pave the way for 
approval last September. Contractors then 
came in a month later to take down trees and 
members helped fill in as support. We did a 
lot of work like grinding stumps and clearing 
away debris, he said.

Plopping a $4,000 down payment for 
the fence and Yorktown has a 1.3-acre park 

with plenty of bite to spare. “It’s an amazing 
feeling to finally get this done,” Rocco shared, 
“and spreading the word is all that remains”.

Rocco laments that, “So many people 
say to me, where the hell is Sylvan Park?”

The Corner of Morris Lane and Grant 
Avenue; so Bark once if you can say GPS. 
All others, it’s two blocks east of Lexington 
Ave, between RT 202 / 35 from the south 
and RT 6 from the north.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.
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Yorktown Finally Gets a Dog Park

Tony Blair on the Islamist Threat
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By Dr. MARK DURIE
Tony Blair delivered a 
major speech on April 23 
entitled, “Why the Middle 
East Matters”. In summary, 
he argued that the Middle 

East, far from being a “vast unfathomable 
mess” is deep in the throes of a multi-faceted 
struggle between a specific religious ideology 
on the one hand, and those who want to 
embrace the modern world on the other. 
Furthermore, the West, blinded up until now 
as to the religious nature of the conflict, must 
take sides: it should support those who stand 
on the side of open-minded pluralistic soci-
eties, and combat those who wish to create 
intolerant theocracies.

In his speech Blair makes a whole series 
of substantial points:

He states that a ‘defining challenge of 
our time’ is a religious ideology which he calls 

‘Islamist’, although he is not comfortable 
with this label because he prefers to distance 
himself from any implication that this 
ideology can be equated with Islam itself. He 
worries that “you can appear to elide those 
who support the Islamist ideology with all 
Muslims.”

He considers Islamism to be a global 
movement, whose diverse manifestations are 
produced by common ideological roots.

He rejects Western non-religious 
explanations for the problems caused by 
Islamist ideology, including the preference 
of “Western commentators” to attribute 
the manifestations of Islamism to “dispa-
rate” causes which have nothing to do with 
religion. Likewise he implies that the pro-
tracted conflict over Israel-Palestine is not 
the cause of this ideology, but rather the 
converse is the case: dealing with the wider 
impact of Islamist ideology could help solve 
the Israel-Palestinian conflict.

According to Blair, what distinguishes 
violent terrorists from seemingly non-violent 
Islamists – such as the Muslim Brotherhood 
– is simply “a difference of view as to how to 

achieve the goals of Islamism”, so attempts 
to draw a distinction between political 
Islamist movements and radical terrorist 
groups are mistaken. Blair considers that the 
religious ideology of certain groups like the 
Brotherhood, which may appear to be law-
abiding, “inevitably creates the soil” in which 
religio-political violence is nurtured.

He considers “Islamism” to be a major 
threat everywhere in the world, including 
increasingly within Western nations. The 
“challenge” of Islamism is “growing” and 

“spreading across the world” and it is “the 
biggest threat to global security of the early 
21st Century.”

Because of the seriousness of the threat 
of this religio-political ideology, Blair argues 
that the West should vigorously support 
just about anybody whose interests lie in 

opposing Islamists, from General Sisi in 
Egypt to President Putin in Russia. He finds 
it to be an absurd irony that Western govern-
ments form intimate alliances with nations 
whose educational and civic institutions 
promote this ideology: an obvious example 
of this would be the US – Saudi alliance.

In all this, one might be forgiven for 
thinking that Blair sounds a lot like Geert 
Wilders, except that, as he takes pains to 
emphasize, he emphatically rejects equating 
Islamism with Islam. Tony Blair and Geert 

Wilders agree that there is a serious religious 
ideological challenge facing the world, but 
they disagree on whether that challenge is 
Islam itself. Blair’s speech is aimed at people 
who do not wish to be thought of as anti-
Musilm, but who need to be awakened to 
the religious nature of the Islamist challenge. 

He is keen to assure his intended audience 
that if they adopt his thesis they would not 
be guilty of conflating those who support 
radical Jihadi violence with all Muslims.

Islam and Islamism
Two key assumptions underpin Blair’s 

dissociation of Islamism the religio-political 
ideology from Islam the religion. First, Blair 
presupposes that Islamism is not “the proper 
teaching of Islam”. It may, he concedes, be 
“an interpretation”, but it is a false one, a 
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“perversion” of the religion, which “distorts 
and warps Islam’s true message.” He offers 
two arguments to support this theological 
insight.One is that there are pious Muslims 
who agree with him: “Many of those totally 
opposed to the Islamist ideology are abso-
lutely devout Muslims.”

This is a fallacious argument. It is akin to 
asserting that Catholic belief in the infallibil-
ity of the Pope cannot be Christian merely 
because there are absolutely devout protestant 
Christians who totally oppose this dogma. 
The fact that there are pious Muslims who 
reject Islamism is not a credible argument 
that Islamism is an invalid interpretation of 
Islam.

Blair’s other argument in support of his 
belief that Islamism is a perversion of Islam 
is an allegation that Christians used to hold 
similarly abhorrent theologies: “There used 
to be such interpretations of Christianity 
which took us years to eradicate from our 
mainstream politics.” This is a self-deprecat-
ing variant of the tu quoque logical fallacy, 
in which another’s argument is attacked 
by accusing them of hypocrisy. Here Blair 
rhetorically directs the ad hominem attack 
against himself and his culture. In essence, 
he is saying “It would hypocritical of us to 
regard Islamist ideology as genuinely Islamic, 
because (we) Christians used to support 
similarly pernicious theologies in the past 
(although we do not do so today).”

This logic is equally fallacious: observa-
tions about the history of Christian theology, 
valid or not, prove nothing about what is or is 
not a valid form of Islam.

Blair’s second key assumption is a 
widely-held view about the root cause of “the 
challenge”. The fundamental issue, he argues, 
is people of faith who believe they and only 
they are right and do not accept the validity 
of other views. Such people believe that 
“there is one proper religion and one proper 
view of it, and that this view should, exclu-
sively, determine the nature of society and the 
political economy.” “It is not about a compet-
ing view of how society or politics should 
be governed within a common space where 
you accept other views are equally valid. It is 
exclusivist in nature.”

Hilary Clinton has expressed a very 
similar understanding of extremist religion-
ists, who “define religion in such a way that 
if you do not believe what they want you 
to believe, then what you are doing is not 
practicing religion, because there is only one 
definition of religion.”

Such views about religion may reflect 
the secularist Zeitgeist, but they offer a very 
weak explanation for the challenge of radical 
Islam. The problem is not that Islamists 
believe they and only they are right. The 

problem is all the rest of what they believe.
Consider this: Tony Blair himself believes 
his goal is valid, true and worth fighting for, 
namely a tolerant, open, democratic society, 
and the Islamists’ goal of a sharia society is 
invalid. He does believe that his view should 
determine the nature of society. Likewise 
many religious groups believe that they 
follow the one true religion, including the 
Catholic Church, which Tony Blair formally 
joined in 2007: Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
certainly did not consider alternative reli-
gious views equally valid to Catholic dogma. 
But none of this certainty of belief implies 
that Tony Blair or Catholics in general are 
disposed to become terrorists, cut hands off 
thieves or kill apostates.

Blair’s argument manifests the paradox 
of tolerance. His vision of a good society is 
one in which people must respect the views of 
others as “equally valid”. At the same time he 
argues that we should disallow and combat 
Islamism because it is “perverse”. He is asking 
for Islamism not to be tolerated because it is 
intolerant. If Blair’s explanation for Islamist 
nastiness is flawed, what then is the explana-
tion? This takes us back to Islam itself. Does 
Blair’s position on Islam hold water?

Blair’s arguments for his positive view 
of Islam are weak. The validity of Islamism 
does not rest or fall on whether there are 
pious Muslims who accept or reject it, nor on 
whether Christians have advocating equally 
perverse theologies in the past. In the end, 
Islam as a religion – all mainstream Muslim 
scholars would agree – is based upon the 
teachings of the Sunna (the example and 
teaching of Muhammad) and the Koran. 
Islam’s religious validity in the eyes of its fol-
lowers stands and falls on how well it can be 
justified from those authorities.There are at 
least three respects in which Islamist ideolo-
gies claim strong support from Islam – that is, 
from the Koran and Muhammad.

One is the intolerance and violence in 
the Islamic canon. The Koran states “Kill 
them / the polytheists wherever you can find 
them (Sura 9:5, 2:191). Muhammad, accord-
ing to Islamic tradition, said “I have been 
sent with a sword in my hand to command 
people to worship Allah and associate no 
partners with him. I command you to belittle 
and subjugate those who disobey me …” 
He also said to his followers in Medina, 
“Kill any Jew who falls into your power.” 
Following in Muhammad’s footsteps, one of 
Muhammad’s most revered companions and 
successors as leader of the Muslim commu-
nity, the Caliph Umar, called upon the armies 
of Islam to fight non-Muslims until they sur-
render or convert, saying “If they refuse this, it 
is the sword without leniency.”

It will not do, in the face of many such 

statements found in the Koran and the tradi-
tions of Muhammad, to throw one’s hands 
up in the air and say there are also bad verses 
in the Bible. If Jesus Christ had said such 
things as Muhammad did, Christianity’s 
political theology would look very different 
today and medieval Christian Holy War 
theology – developed initially in response 
to the Islamic jihad – would have come 
into being as part of the birth-pangs of the 
religion, just as the doctrine of the Islamic 
jihad did in the history of Islam.

Islamist apologists find it relatively easy 
to win young Muslims over to their cause 

precisely because they have strong argu-
ments at their disposal from the Koran and 
Muhammad’s example and teaching. Their 
threatening ideology is growing in influence 
because it is so readily supported by substan-
tial religious foundations. Islamism may not 
be the only interpretation of Islam, but by any 
objective measure, it is open for Muslims to 
hold it, given what what is in their canon.

Blair makes a telling over-generalisation 
when he states that Islamist ideology is 
an export from the Middle East. Another 
important source has been the Indian 
sub-continent. Today Pakistanis today are 

among the most dynamic apologists for 
Islamism. Abul A’la Maududi, an Indian 
(later Pakistani) Islamic teacher and founder 
of Jamaat-e-Islami was writing powerful 
texts to radicalise Muslims more than 70 
years ago – including his tract Jihad in Islam 
(first published in 1927). His works remain 
in widespread use as tools of radicalization 
by Islamist organisations. Maududi’s theo-
logical vision was driven, not by Middle 
Eastern influences or Saudi petrodollars, but 
by his life-long study of the Koran and the 
example of Muhammad. The spiritual DNA 
of Maududi’s Islamist theology was derived 
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from the Islamic canon itself.
The second point to understand about 

Islamist ideologies is that the conflation of 
politics and religion, which is one of Blair’s 
main objections to Islamism, has always been 
accepted as normative by the mainstream of 
Islamic theology. It is orthodox Islam. As 
Bernard Lewis pointed out, the separation of 
church and state has been derided by most 
Muslim thinkers since the origins of Islam: 
“Separation of church and state was derided 
in the past by Muslims when they said this is 
a Christian remedy for a Christian disease. It 
doesn’t apply to us or to our world.”

The third point about Islamist ideolo-
gies is that their vision of a closed society in 
which non-Muslims are second-class par-
ticipants is in lock-step with the conservative 
mainstream of Islamic thought. Here again 
Bernard Lewis: “It is only very recently that 
some defenders of Islam began to assert 
that their society in the past accorded equal 
status to non-Muslims. No such claim is 
made by spokesmen for resurgent Islam, 
and historically there is no doubt that they 
are right. Traditional Islamic societies neither 
accorded such equality nor pretended that 
they were so doing. Indeed, in the old order, 
this would have been regarded not as a merit 

but as a dereliction of duty. How could one 
accord the same treatment to those who 
follow the true faith and those who will-
fully reject it? This would be a theological as 
well as a logical absurdity.” (The Jews of Islam, 
Princeton University Press, 1987, p.4).

Tony Blair is right to call the world 
to engage with and reject radical Islamist 
ideology. This is a defining global challenge 
of our time. He is also correct to affirm that 
this ideology is religious. But he is profoundly 
mistaken to characterize it as un-Islamic. 
The fallacious arguments he puts forward 
for distinguishing Islam from Islamism 
are nothing but flimsy rhetoric. The hard 
evidence against separating Islamism from 
Islam is clear, the sentiments of some pious 
Muslims non-withstanding.

Islamism is a valid interpretation of 
Islam, not in the sense that it is the only 
‘correct’ or ‘true’ one, but because its core 
tenets find ready and obvious support in 
the Islamic canon, and they align with core 
principles of 1400 years of Islamic theology. 
(To make this observation is not the same 
thing as saying that all pious Muslims are 
Islamists!)

Blair is right to call for the West to 

combat “radical Islam”, but the reason why 
“radical” is a correct term to use for this 
ideology is that radical means “of the root,” 
and Islamist ideas are deeply rooted in Islam 
itself. Islamism is a radical form of Islam. 
This explains why the radicalization project 
has been advancing with such force all over 
the world.

“There is something 
ridiculous about politi-
cians ruling on which 
manifestations of Islam 
are to be judged theologi-
cally correct.”

In order to combat radical Islamic 
views we do need to have a frank and open 
dialogue about the dynamics of radicaliza-
tion. Blair is concerned about the damage 
being caused by denial about Islamism, but 
he indulges in his own form of blinkered 
thinking, which is just as unhelpful. He was 
right to identify Islamist ideology as the soil 
in which violent jihadi ideologies “inevitably” 
take root, but fails to identity mainstream 
Islam itself as the soil in which Islamism 
develops. In reality the Islamist movement 
is but the tip of the iceberg of the Islamic 

movement, a deeper and broader revival of 
Islam across the whole Muslim world.

When countering radical Islamic ide-
ologies, Western leaders should refrain from 
putting themselves forward as experts on 
theology, who are somehow competent to 
rule on whether a particular interpretation 
of Islam is valid or “perverse”. There is some-
thing ridiculous about secular politicians 
ruling on which manifestations of Islam are 
to be judged theologically correct. As Taliban 
Cleric Abu Qutada once said, “I am aston-
ished by President Bush when he claims 
there is nothing in the Quran that justifies 
jihad violence in the name of Islam. Is he 
some kind of Islamic scholar? Has he ever 
actually read the Quran?”

Ritual displays of respect for Islam 
should not be naively used as sugar to coat 
the pill of opposition to the objectionable 
beliefs and behaviour of some Muslims. 
Leaders need to be absolutely clear about 
what values they stand for, and insist on 
these values. They should not need to express 
a theological opinion about what is or is 
not valid Islam in order to challenge the 
anti-semitism of Palestinian school text-
books, the denial of basic religious rights to 
non-Muslim guest workers in Saudi Arabia, 
incitement against Christians in Egypt, the 
promotion of female genital mutilation in 

the name of Islam in the Maldives, or the 
UK practice of taking child brides.

In this post-secular world, our leaders 
need to “do God” with less naivety. They 
need to grasp that the inner pressure they 
feel to manifest respect for Islam whenever 
they object to some of its manifestations is 
itself a symptom of the ideology of domi-
nance which powers the Islamist agenda. 
They should resist the pressure to mount an 
apology for Islam. The mullahs can do that.

First published in Frontpage Magazine  May 
1, 2014.
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By JONATHAN SPYER
Since the coup of July 3, 
2013, Egypt’s de facto 
ruler Field Marshal Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi has pursued a 
clear and uncompromising 

policy toward the Muslim Brotherhood and 
Egypt’s Islamists.

Sisi has blocked any return to politics 
for the Brotherhood, instead seeking to 
maneuver them into open confrontation 
with the authorities. He has dismissed 
any genuine distinction between the 
Brotherhood and the more extreme and 
openly insurgent jihadist currents.

In so doing, Sisi and his colleagues 
upturned what had slowly become con-
ventional wisdom in the West and part 
of the region – namely, that the Muslim 
Brotherhood was a legitimate political orga-
nization, and that their rise was possibly 
benign, and probably inevitable.

So far, Sisi’s policy has been relatively 
successful. It has provoked a campaign of 

mass civil disobedience by the Brotherhood 
and its supporters, as its instigators probably 
knew it would. The authorities in Cairo are 
also dealing with an ongoing problem of ter-
rorism in northern Sinai. The jihadist groups 
sometimes manage to strike west of the Suez 
Canal.

But in terms of power, none of this 
poses any threat to the field marshal’s con-
tinued rule.

In recent days in Egypt, a series of 
developments have further reflected the 
stark and uncompromising nature of Egypt’s 
counter-revolution.

On Monday, a court in the town of 
Minya passed death sentences against 683 
supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the government of ousted president 
Mohamed Morsi. Among the condemned 
were Muslim Brotherhood Supreme Guide 
Mohammed Badie. Badie, as the most 
senior official of the Brotherhood in Egypt, 
was arguably the most powerful man in the 
country during the rule of the Brotherhood.

He and 682 others were convicted on 

Monday of attacking a police station in 
Adawa on August 14, 2013, and killing a 
police officer, Mamdouh Kotb Mohamed 
Kotb, following the breakup by the Egyptian 
authorities of the Brotherhood protest at the 
Rabaa Square in Cairo.

The verdicts must be ratified by Egypt’s 
grand mufti before they can be carried out. 
June 21 has been set as the deadline for 

ratification. It is likely that a large proportion 
of the death sentences will be commuted. Of 
529 death sentences handed down in March 
against supporters of the Brotherhood, 37 
were this week confirmed.

In addition, Egyptian authorities this 
week ordered the banning of the April 6 
youth movement.

Established in 2008, the group played 

a prominent role in the toppling of former 
president Hosni Mubarak in January 2011.

The Court for Urgent Matters con-
firmed the ban on the group’s activities, 
charging it with engaging in “espionage 
and defamation of the state.” The April 6 
movement is set to appeal the ban.

Presidential and parliamentary elections 
in Egypt are scheduled to take place in the 
coming months.

Sisi is likely to be elected president in 
polls set for May 26-27. Parliamentary elec-
tions will take place later in the year. The 
Tamarod movement, which supported the 
coup, has said that it will run as a party in 
the elections.

Meanwhile, the Brotherhood’s 
campaign of civil disobedience continues 
to fizzle on. One man was killed in clashes 
between supporters of the movement 
and police at a funeral in the Nile Delta. 
Brotherhood supporters also tried to block 
a main highway in the greater Cairo area, 
leading to 12 arrests.

Western countries are expressing 
concern at the draconian measures adopted 
by Sisi. US Sen. Patrick Leahy, chairman of 
the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee, 
has refused to sign off on military aid to 
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Egypt following the announcement of the 
683 death sentences this week. Germany 
summoned the Egyptian ambassador to 
Berlin to protest the sentences.

Certainly, Sisi’s approach is paradigmat-
ically different from the Western response to 
the “Arab Spring” unrest of 2011-12.

Former US secretary of defense Robert 
Gates, in his recent book of memoirs Duty, 
describes how President Barack Obama 
overrode the advice of his most senior 
national security officials when the unrest 
against Mubarak began.

Concerned, Gates contends, not to 
appear on the “wrong side of history,” and 
influenced above all by security advisers 

Denis McDonough, John Brennan and Ben 
Rhodes, the president called Mubarak to 
demand his resignation.

This act made Mubarak’s fall inevitable. 
It also set the tone for what then became 
received wisdom on the inevitability and 
desirability of this fall, and set in motion the 
events that led to the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
subsequent triumph.

Sisi and his colleagues, by contrast, have 
taken the view that with regard to the Muslim 
Brotherhood and its allies, politics must mean 
the continuation of war by other means.

This conclusion is shared by Sisi’s key 
regional backers – Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates – and by Israel. It 
derives from the understanding that the 
Brotherhood itself, like other totalitarian 
movements, regards politics as a method of 
waging war by other means, and therefore 
any effective response to the movement must 

involve a similar approach.
The new political dispensation set to 

emerge this year will not represent a shining 
example of democracy for the Arab world. It 
is likely to combine authoritarian and repre-
sentative elements, and to be accompanied by 
a smoldering Islamist attempt at insurgency.

It will, however, conclusively draw a 
line under the possibility of the emergence 
of a Sunni Iran on the Nile. For this, Sisi 
will continue to enjoy the quiet gratitude of 
opponents of Iran in Jerusalem, Riyadh and 
elsewhere in the region.

First published by The Jerusalem Post May 
1, 2014. http://www.meforum.org/3814/
behind-the-lines-waging-war-by-other-means

Jonathan Spyer is a senior research fellow at 
the Global Research in International Affairs 
(GLORIA) Center and a fellow at the Middle 
East Forum.
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POLITICS / BIGOTRY

I’m A-Wondering... Sterling, Bundy, Republicans 
and the Good Ole’ Days of Slavery

By Hon. RICHARD BRODSKY
Every society will produce 
it’s share of misfits and crazy 
people. No society should be 
judged by them. But when a 
pattern emerges, we ignore 

it at our peril. And when powerful people 
embrace them, it’s a crisis.

We need to tarry over the specifics only 
briefly. Cliven Bundy, the favorite of the Tea 
Party/armed militia/Sean Hannity wing 
of American society, a-wonders whether 
black folk were better off in slavery; Donald 

Sterling, everybody’s pariah, insists that he 
alone provides the essentials of life to blacks 
in his control, food, clothes, houses and 
cars, but doesn’t want them around. Various 
Republicans compare gun limits, abortion 
and federal spending to slavery. Enough 
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America Cannot Win with Racist Attitudes
By GLENN MOLLETTE
For the rest of his life Donald 
Sterling will be remembered 
for his privately expressed 
racist remarks later made 
public. Paula Deen and 

Cliven Bundy will also be remembered 
for their racist remarks, as will Don Imus. 
Imus made on air comments in 2007 about 
the Rutger’s women’s basketball team. 
Regardless of all the good any individual 
may have done in life it only takes one racist 

remark to dismantle an entire kingdom.
I thought Joan Rivers really sounded 

stupid on April 22 when she appeared on 
the Today Show and compared accom-
modations in her daughter’s guest room to 
those the Cleveland women kidnapped by 
Ariel Castro experienced when they were 
held captive and raped for 10 years. She was 
trying to be funny, but bad stuff that happens 
to people is not funny.

Sterling, Deen, and Imus have made 
massive amounts of money and did not do 
so out of ignorance. Although Deen suffered 

financial consequences, Sterling’s wealth is in 
no danger as he stands to make even more 
profit selling the Los Angeles Clippers.

We need to eliminate racism all around. 
Black people should eliminate the “N” word 
and all other terminology that is offensive. 
There is no excuse for it in music, comedy or 
professional sports. Racism is not just about 
African Americans. Slurs made about our 
Hispanic, Latino and Asian citizens are just 
as painful. America is now hugely multicul-
tural and is becoming more so almost every 
day. It’s no longer the blacks and the whites.

America cannot remain the number 
one country in the world until we see each 
other as fellow Americans regardless of race 
or gender. It will take all of us to solve our 
endless list of issues including energy, clean 
water, jobs, debt, and defense. If we continue 
to devour and hurt each other we will destroy 
ourselves from the inside.

Only teams win games. One 
individual seldom carries a team to a cham-
pionship. Regardless if it’s football, basketball 
or baseball everyone is necessary to bring 
about victory. There cannot be inward 
fighting, jealousy, hatred and name calling. 
Such activity divides a team and guarantees 
defeat.

We have to work harder in this country 
to move beyond color, gender and ethnic-
ity. We must see the bigger picture. It can 
no longer be the attitude of us four and 
no more. We must make our circle bigger 
including all that love our country, abide by 
our Constitution and pledge allegiance to 
the same flag.

Glenn Mollette is an American columnist and 
author.

Contact him at GMollette@aol.com. Like 
his facebook page at www.facebook.com/
glennmollette.

POLITICS

Women Politicians at “Running and Winning” Inspire Young Women
Ten women elected officials from 
Westchester met with more than 46 young 
women from 19 Westchester high schools 
recently to share how they got interested 
in public issues and eventually run for 
elected office, encouraging the high school 
juniors and seniors to consider public office 
in the future. They spoke during an April 
10th workshop sponsored by the League 
of Women Voters of Westchester, the 
American Association of University Women 
of Westchester, and the YWCA of White 
Plains and Central Westchester, where the 
workshop “Running and Winning” was 
held.

Keynote speaker was State Senate 
Democratic Conference Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, who represents several 
Southern Westchester municipalities. She 
retraced her career steps which eventually led 
to elected office. Other state and county leg-
islators and municipal leaders spoke in small 

interactive groups to the students.
Afterwards, clusters of students planned 

mock political campaigns, role playing tasks 
including a candidate, campaign manager, 
finance manager, and publicity director. 
Each team presented its campaign, includ-
ing a candidate and her speech, which had a 
theme relating to the environment..

“Running and Winning” addressed the 
growing awareness of the need for more girls 
and women to develop their unique lead-
ership potential. Women, 50.8 percent of 
the population, currently make up only 20 
percent of the US Senate and 18.2 percent of 
the House, according to the Rutgers Center 
for American Women and Politics. Women 

hold 22.6 percent of legislative and top exec-
utive positions on the state level, including 
five governors.

“It was exciting to watch these intel-
ligent young women become engaged in 
campaigning and convincingly arguing for 
environmentally sound policies in their com-
munities,” said Cheryl Feldman, workshop 

chair.
This is the third consecutive year for 

the workshop. Funding was provided by the 
Westchester Community Fund. School offi-
cials selected the student participants.

“Running and Winning” group photo.Mock Moschetta for Mayor campaign effort. State Senate Democratic Conference Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins and three students.

already.
There is a certain nostalgia for slavery 

that is incomprehensible to most of us. 
Bundy’s observations are primitive, old-style 
racism which permeate a lot of the extreme 
right. Donald Sterling’s awful comments 
about who should attend Clippers games 
and who gets photographed with who 
are bad enough. But his attitude toward 

the black folks in his employ is even more 
revealing. Sterling isn’t Simon LeGree, a 
vicious overseer armed with whips and 
guns enjoying the brutalizing of his fellow 
humans. He (like Thomas Jefferson) sees 
the world much in the way of the benevo-
lent slaveholder, doing the right thing by 
his property. But their indiscriminate use of 
slavery metaphors leads us into dangerous 
waters.

Things go really off track when these 

fringe ideas migrate and become accept-
able rhetoric. Today the Republican Party is 
where crazy meets mainstream. George Will 
compares Obamacare to the Fugitive Slave 
Act. Mike Huckabee thinks the abortion 
debate ended when the 13th Amendment 
passed. Metaphors about how federal 
spending enslaves us are just an extension. 
Rep. Louie Gohmert thinks that “wild, 
lavish spending” is the moral equivalent of 
slavery. Wow.

There are cogent arguments to be made 
against Obamacare, abortion and federal 
spending. All may be very bad things, but 
they are not slavery. Why can’t they be 
opposed without reference to an organized 
system of murder, rape and exploitation?

Slavery, and a few other histori-
cal moments, stand separate from other 
events. Its use in the back-and-forth of daily 
political wars is far more damaging than is 
appreciated. States rights, the Confederacy, 
and Jim Crow laws seem less offensive. 
Hundreds of years of institutional murder 

and rape and evil are trivialized. The degra-
dation of history and language in the service 
of political argument is a profound mistake 
and a profound danger. America will survive 
Sterling and Bundy and similars. It will be 
harder to survive the embrace of their vocab-
ulary by mainstream leaders.

First published by HUFF POST on 
May 1, 2014.

Follow Richard Brodsky on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/richardbrodsky
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Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 58107/2013
Date of Filing:February 7, 2014
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., Plaintiff,
-against-
CHRISTINE M CUSHEN, if living, or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-law, next 
of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally all persons having or 
claiming under, by or through said CHRISTINE M CUSHEN, by purchase, inheritance, lien or other-
wise, of any right, title or interest in and to the premises described in the complaint herein, and the 
respective husbands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, all of whose names are unknown 
to plaintiff; BOARD OF MANAGERS VILLAS ON THE LAKE CONDOMINIUM; STATE OF NEW YORK; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; “JOHN DOES” and “JANE DOES”, said names being fictitious, par-
ties intended being possible tenants or occupants of premises, and corporations, other entities or 
persons who claim, or may claim, a lien against the premises, Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your 
answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on 
the Plaintiff’s attorney(s) within twenty (20) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of 
the day of service, where service is made by delivery upon you personally within the State, or 
within thirty (30) days after completion of service where service is made in any other manner, and 
in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the complaint.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the at-
torney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the 
answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how 
to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Honorable 
Francesca E. Connolly of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, signed on January 9, 2014, 
and filed with supporting papers in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, State of 
New York.
The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, executed 
by CHRISTINE M CUSHEN to WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. in the principal amount of $200,000.00, 
which mortgage was recorded in Westchester County, State of New York, on October 25, 2004, 
in Control #: 442570574. 
Said premises being known as and by 7 COUNTRY PLACE, MOHEGAN LAKE, NY 10547-1269.
Date: November 19, 2013  
Batavia, New York  
Tanisha Bramwell, Esq. 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue 
Batavia, NY 14020 
585.815.0288
Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure
New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure process. Please 
read it carefully. Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some people may approach you about 
“saving” your home. You should be extremely careful about any such promises. The State encour-
ages you to become informed about your options in foreclosure. There are government agencies, 
legal aid entities and other non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about 
foreclosure while you are working with your lender during this process. To locate an entity near 
you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New York State Banking Department at 
1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s website at www.banking.state.ny.us. The 
State does not guarantee the advice of these agencies.

J2EM CAPITAL LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 3/26/14 Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 11 Ackerman Ct Croton on 
Hudson, NY 10520. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

SPUD HOLDINGS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/31/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 27 Country Club LN S Scar-
borough, NY 10510. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

COWLES AVENUE LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/8/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 69 Cowles Ave. Yonkers, NY 
10550. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Atikin Entertainment LLC. 
Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/22/14. Principal Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
The name and address of the registered agent, 
upon which process may be served and which 
will receive copies of service from the SSNY, is: 
United States Corporation of Agents Inc., 7014 
13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. Purpose of LLC: any 
lawful activity.

EMMETT GLOBAL LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/26/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 3876 Marcy St Mohegan 
Lake, NY 10547. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

The City of Stamford 
is seeking qualified applicants 

for the following positions:

Mechanic in Training                
(Water Pollution Control Authority)

Salary Range: 
 $51,221 - $55,102

 (Annually)
Shift Foreman - WPCA

Salary Range:  
$61,227 - $74,173 

(Annually) 
Applicants must possess a 
Connecticut DEP Class III 

Wastewater Treatment Operator 
or Operator in Training license.

Applications can be obtained at 

www.cityofstamford.org 
or

 
City of Stamford

 Human Resources Department
888 Washington Boulevard,

 Stamford, Connecticut 06904
A resume and/or 

other correspondence will not be
considered as equivalent to an

 application. For additional
 information call the 

Human Resources Department 
(203) 977-4070 

Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

http://www.banking.state.ny.us
http://www.cityofstamford.org
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By MELINDA MYERS
Don’t let a sore back, bad 
knees or lousy soil stop you 
from gardening. Elevate your 
garden for easier access and 
better gardening results.

The simple act of creating a raised bed 
improves drainage in heavy clay soil. Add 
in some organic matter to further increase 
drainage and improve the water holding 
ability for sandy soils.

And if your soil is beyond repair or you 
don’t want to wait, a raised garden allows you 
to bring in quality soil and create a garden 
right on top of the existing soil or even paved 
areas.

The quality soil and easy access will allow 
for dense plantings without pathways. This 
means greater yields, up to four times more, in 
raised beds than in-ground gardens.

Raised beds also help conserve water. 
You’ll concentrate your growing efforts in 
smaller areas and that means less water 

wasted. Increase the benefit by using soaker 
hoses or drip irrigation in order to concentrate 
water application to the soil nearest the plants, 
right where it is needed.

Make your raised bed a comfortable 
height. Elevating the garden minimizes 
bending and kneeling. Design raised beds 
in corners or edges suited for sitting or areas 
narrow enough to set a garden bench along-
side for easy access.

Design raised gardens so they are narrow 
enough for gardeners to easily reach all plants 
growing within the garden. Or include 
steppers or pathways if creating larger raised 
garden areas.

Add a mowing strip around the edge 
of the raised bed. A narrow strip of mulch 
or pavers set level with the soil surface keep 
the area tidy and eliminate the need for hand 
trimming.

Select a material suited to your landscape 
design. Wood, brick and stones have long been 
used to create raised beds.   Consider using 
materials that are long-lasting and easy to 

assemble, like Lexington Planter Stone (lex-
ingtonseries.com). These stone sections can be 
set right on the ground, fit together easily, and 
can be arranged and stacked to make planters 
the size, shape and height desired.

Start a raised bed garden by measur-
ing and marking the desired size and shape. 
Remove the existing grass and level the area. 
For taller raised gardens edge the bed, cut 
the grass short and cover with newspaper or 
cardboard prior to filling with soil. Be sure 
to follow directions for the system being 
installed.

Once the raised bed is complete, fill it 
with quality soil. Calculate the volume of 
soil needed by multiplying the length times 
the width times the height of the raised bed, 
making sure all measurements are in feet. 
Convert the cubic feet measurement to cubic 
yards by dividing it by 27 (the number of cubic 
feet in a cubic yard).  For a 4 x 8 feet raised bed 
that is 2 feet deep you would multiply 4 x 8 x 
2. This equals 64 cubic feet. Divide by 27 and 
you will need just a bit more than 1 cubic yard 

of soil. Don’t let the math overwhelm you, 
most topsoil companies and garden center 
staff can help you with the calculations. Just be 
sure to have the raised bed dimensions handy 
when you order your soil.

The best part is that this one time invest-
ment of time and effort will pay off with years 
of gardening success

Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author & col-
umnist Melinda Myers has more than 30 years 

of horticulture experience and has written over 
20 gardening books, including Can’t Miss Small 
Space Gardening and the Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook. She hosts The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment segments. 
Myers is also a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers’ web site, 
www.melindamyers.com, offers gardening videos 
and tips. 

MELINDA’S GARDEN

Elevate Your Gardening Success

Lexington Planter Block – BeautyShot 2014.

MAKE IT FUN AND IT WILL GET DONE

Organize Clutter? No Way!
By PAM YOUNG
Well, I guess there’s always a 
way. You could go to one of 
those organizer stores and 
get shelves, storage contain-
ers, a label gun, jars, little 

drawers and a hundred other cutesy products 
that ring your desire-to-be-organized 
chimes, but guess what! If you really took on 
a project to organize your clutter, you’d end 
up with a home that resembles your local 
Goodwill store.
Get the Picture

Just imagine your home peaceful and 
free of clutter as I take you on a make-believe 
tour of your home, room-by-room.
Your Children’s Bedrooms

They hold your children’s currently 
loved toys, games and books and their closets 
and drawers hold just the garments that fit 
them and are in season now. Beds are made 
because you’ve provided your children with 
easy bedspreads.

The floors are vacuumed and dusted 
because your children have chore charts on 
their bulletin boards and they know what’s 
required of them. It’s also easy for them to 
dust and vacuum because the floors are clear 
of dirty clothes, clean clothes, toys, books, 
games and garbage. That’s because you’ve 

provided them with clothes hampers, simple 
ways to hang up garments, dresser drawers 
that are easy for children to open, containers 
for toys, shelves for books and games and a 
waste paper basket.
Your Bedroom

It invites you to rest and promises 
intimacy and comfy sleep. It’s free of distrac-
tion. No television. A chair for relaxation and 
contemplation is free of the clothes you wore 
yesterday and the day before. It beckons you 
to sit and enjoy a hot cup of tea. One (1) 
current magazine shares space with a single 
pink rosebud in a vase and a scented candle 
on the small table beside the chair. The floor 
is vacuumed and the room smells fresh and 
clean.
Your Closet

I hope I didn’t blow your peaceful 
visualization by bringing up your closet, as 
I’ve seen women shrivel at the thought of 
having me, or anyone see their closets. Ah, 
but your closet is beautiful! It holds slacks, 
blouses, shirts, jeans, shoes, scarves, skirts 
and dresses. You love EVERYTHING and 
EVERYTHING fits. It smells fresh, like 
sheets straight off a clothesline. (I’m sure 
many of my readers have never smelled that 
smell.) There’s order in your closet and it’s 
easy and fun to decide what to wear.

Your Kitchen
The kitchen is the heart of your home 

and its counters are clean and clear. It 
invites everyone into it to enjoy its tantaliz-
ing aromas of good cooking and because 
it’s maintained, the family is eager to help 
with clean-up after meals. There’s no IPOD 
(Important Pile of Decisions) on the kitchen 
table or counter. The cupboard shelves are 
clean and hold wholesome foods. The refrig-
erator is clean and the contents are tempting. 
All processed foods (which there are few) 
have current dates for consumption.
Your Living Room

The living room has room for family 
and friends to, uhhh . . . live. The sofa is free 
of clean laundry to fold and put away and 
dirty laundry because no one changes clothes 
in there. There are no IPODs on the coffee 
table, end tables or floor space. The room is 
vacuumed and the furniture is dusted and 
polished, because there are clear surfaces in 
which to perform those tasks.
Your Family Room

The family room is filled with the 
joyous vibes of fun and entertainment, not 
the clutter of bad habits. There’s an organized 
shelf of games complete with all their parts. 
Puzzles, books, videos, CDs and art supplies 
are organized and stored for easy access. No 
IPODs or dried up food from last night’s 
Family Pizza and Movie time.
The Garage

The car is in the garage because there’s 
room for it. The garden tools, bicycles, sports 
equipment, outdoor toys are organized and 
easy to get to.

This imaginary tour of your home may 
be far-fetched right now, but if you’re serious 
about creating peace in your home, you 
can start by committing to a weekly trip to 
Goodwill with as much clutter as you can 
collect and leave there. The second recom-
mendation is to stop buying what ends up 
being clutter. The next time you’re tempted 
to purchase something for your children, 
or grandchildren, imagine it on the floor of 
their rooms or the family room. Stop clutter 
at the cash register.

De-cluttering is like going on a diet
Establishing peace in your home by 

getting rid of clutter is no different than 
going on a diet to lose weight. If you really 
want peace, you have to reduce more clutter 
than you take in. When I got organized in 
1977, I was 35 and my kids were four, nine 
and twelve. I made it a habit to fill my trunk 
every week and donate it to Goodwill. They 
got to know me there!

In my years teaching mom’s to de-clut-
ter, the one thing I kept hearing was, “what if 
I give this away and then I need it?”

I discovered the answer and it has 
helped thousands, if not millions of moms. 
If you miss something you got rid of, it’s 
at Goodwill. Consider Goodwill as your 
storage unit. You can buy the item back if you 
absolutely need it and help the good work 

Goodwill does. You can also go to Goodwill 
just to visit your stuff.

Peace.
For more from Pam Young go to www.makeit-
funanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll find many 
musings, videos of Pam in the kitchen preparing 
delicious meals, videos on how to get organized, 
ways to lose weight and get your finances in 
order, all from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.
Pam Young has been a reformed slob for more 
than 35 years. She teaches with humor and 
insight and her audiences take away creative 
strategies and practical steps to self-improvement 
in whatever area they choose. In 1977 Pam and 
her sister Peggy Jones decided they simply had to 
get organized and in the process found them-
selves with a business that has helped hundreds 
of thousands of disorganized women around the 
world and across at least two generations.
After writing six best-selling books together, 
being on thousands of radio and television shows, 
and speaking to audiences of thousands, Peggy 
retired in 2002. In addition to running their 
original business, Sidetracked Home Executives 
Inc., Pam decided to take her creativity and 
delightful sense of humor and launch the very 
popular website www.makeitfunanditwillget-
done.com to help a new generation of SHEs.
Of course, whatever Pam is doing you know 
there will be lots of smiles and laughter. How 
can there not be when Pam and Nelly’s slogan is 
Make it fun and it will get done?
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