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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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FeatureSection

Westchester On the Level 
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has 
been operating for over two years via the Internet with 
Co-Hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, 
from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  (347) 
205-9201 or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: 
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO Earn a master’s degree in two years while 
continuing to work at your present job.  
This is an affordable, 10-course, 30-credit 
program with some courses offered online.

Benefit from a distinctive program 
in Biology Education, designed 
to help meet the increasing need 
for science teachers and geared 
toward individuals who work or 
live in Westchester. 

This exciting program, taught by 
Touro College Graduate School of 
Education faculty, includes select 
science courses that leverage the 
faculty, expertise, and resources 
of New York Medical College in 
Valhalla, NY. 

Touro is an Equal Opportunity Institution

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
PLEASE CONTACT:

Dr. Stevan R. Peters, Interim Chair
Touro College Biology Education Program 

212-463-0400 x5284  
gse.bioed@touro.edu 
www.touro.edu/edgrad

 BECOME Al
 BIOLOGYl
 TEACHER!l

TOURO COLLEGE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION

Cuomo’s Rancid WFP Deal
Voters are Fed Up with Corrupt Bargains

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
The headline is “Cuomo 
Gets Working Families 
Party Ballot line.” But 
that’s the least of it. In 

fact, economics and politics collided — 
and politics won.

The last-minute deal struck between 
the fiscally right-wing governor and the 
altogether left-wing political party was 
ripe and rancid. It came with threats, 
pounded tables and wounded feelings 
that left both sides damaged, and the 
fight over New York’s economic future 
unresolved.

An enormous amount was at stake. 
Polls, public and private, showed an 
amazing reality: A Working Families 
party (WFP) candidate opposing 
Cuomo’s economic agenda turned the 
governor’s bid for a second term from 
an easy win into an unpredictable three-
way contest that could leave his political 
brand badly tarnished, even in victory.

Cuomo had carefully mapped out a 
path to reelection and national promi-
nence by tacking hard to his left on social 
issues (gay marriage, guns, abortion) 
and hard to his right on economic ones 
(“Governor 1%” in WFP’s pungent 
phrase). Wrong.

For Cuomo, it was a bad two days as 
the WFP met last weekend to choose its 
nominee. He lost control, people weren’t 
scared of him and he had to walk back 
his support of tax cuts for the wealthy, 
vow to take sides in reinvigorated state 
Senate primaries and mortgage his 
political future to a bunch of left-wing 

activists. The immediate results are a 
shotgun divorce from his Republican 
and Independent Democrat state Senate 
partners, and a chaotic legislative session.

The long-term consequences are 
of national significance. Cuomo’s back-
pedaling proved, again, that tax cuts no 
longer automatically equal votes. The 
governor should have seen this coming, if 
only because Mayor de Blasio blazed the 
path just a short year ago. There’s a real 
political appetite for a true progressive 
focused on income inequality and a living 
wage. Cuomo missed it.

The WFP had a chance to provide 
that candidate. Instead, their raw trading 
turned a successful progressive crusade 
into a conventional deal. In exchange 
for Cuomo’s vague promises to turn the 
state Senate over to Democratic control 
and increase the minimum wage, the 
party smacked down its activist base 
and rejected the chance to make a truly 
progressive case with an attractive can-
didate with the unlikely but memorable 
name of Zephyr Teachout. She is linking 
Cuomo’s tax cuts for the wealthy with 
his $33 million war chest and the bizarre 
shutdown of his Moreland Commission 
investigation into political corruption in 
Albany. The WFP rank and file loved it.

Instead, the WFP embraced a can-
didate whose economic policies are 
everything they oppose. The party’s labor 
supporters are old hands at political deals. 
But until now, the party itself had avoided 
the fate of the defunct Liberal Party. 
After a series of insider deals, that party 
died unmourned and remembered, when 
at all, as “not liberal and not a party.” The 

Cuomo endorsement is going to require 
some explaining and some immediate 
results.

This kind of stuff doesn’t sit well 
with regular people, the ones who finally 
decide elections. In Europe last week, 
established political parties got their 
clocks cleaned by third parties on the left 
and right. Voters want no more deals by 
political elites, no more corrupt bargains 
and no more austerity and tax cuts for the 
wealthy.

In New York, both sides emerge alive 
but badly damaged. Cuomo is seething 

at a rare public humiliation, including a 
bizarre back-and-forth with party leaders 
when he repeatedly tried to change the 
agreed-to deal in his recorded acceptance 
speech, and then loud boos when the final 
version of the video played. The WFP has 
an internal civil war. Teachout is likely 
to run in the Democratic primary with 
broad activist support, and the remain-
ing month of the legislative session is in 
chaos.

To be sure, both Cuomo and the 
WFP have redeeming qualities. The 
governor has been an active and effective 

chief executive, who has successfully 
managed a progressive social agenda. The 
party has been a muscular and principled 
political force on the left. Both will have 
to fight to keep their images intact.

For those who can see beyond the 
political theater, there’s a lot at stake. 
There used to be one big economic idea 
in American politics: Cut taxes and 
spending. Now, there is a second con-
tender: Tax the extremely rich and invest 
in human and physical infrastructure.

Voters are responding to that new 
message. Pols across the country should 
heed the lesson of Andrew Cuomo: 
There’s a political price to be paid for 
pushing supply-side tax cuts for the 
wealthy and cuts in education and health 
care. Who said a weekend in Albany was 
boring?

First published by the New York 
Daily News on June 2, 2014

http://www.nydailynews.com/
opinion/cuomo-rancid-wfp-deal-article-
1.1814405#ixzz33b2aWbAy

Hon. Richard Brodsky,Esq., a former assem-
blyman from Westchester County, is a senior 
fellow at the think tank Demos.

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel
mailto:gse.bioed@touro.edu
http://www.touro.edu/edgrad
http://www.nydailynews.com/
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By JOHN SIMON
The Park Avenue 
Armory and Manchester 
International Festival 
production of “Macbeth” 
inspires a good deal of 

admiration, but also some cavils. Kenneth 
Branagh, who stars and co-directed, has 
done yeoman’s work; co-director and 
choreographer Rob Marshall must have 

contributed not a little. Still, even if a 
portion of Shakespeare has been sacrificed, 
there is enough left to earn the not-to-be-
missed label for this grandiose, though 
somewhat hit-or-miss enterprise.

The first big problem is the location: 
the Armory’s giant drill hall, with its pluses 
and minuses. One enters through a large 
space of mist and wild terrain, conveying 
something of the requisite blasted heath. 
There are rows of impressive menhirs and 

a dolmen conveying pagan antiquity, to 
pass by till one arrives at the steps leading 
to one’s seat. There one sits on crowded 
bleachers facing at a distance parallel 
crowded bleachers stretching similarly sky 
high. In between is the arena stage.

But whereas most arena stages are 
round, this one is a wide track extending 
for yards and yards in either direction. It 
is bounded at one end by a sea of votive 
candles, at the other by the aforementioned 
menhirs; in other words, sacral Christianity 
versus brutal antiquity. This kind of acting 
area, though grandly effective, does make 
for some limiting demands. Though there 
is access at both ends and midway, there 
is not much that can be done by way of 
scene-setting décor. Whereas outside loca-
tions convince, indoor ones require some 
suspension of disbelief.

This setup dictates much of the pro-
ceedings. An intermission is scarcely 
possible, what with all those steps and 
that barren space to negotiate, and obvi-
ously too few toilets for such a crowd of 
spectators. And even though “Macbeth” is 
Shakespeare’s shortest play, intermission-
lessness cannot well be prolonged beyond 
two hours. This necessitated a fair amount 
of cutting, which, however skillful, is still 
damaging. Even the ever-popular caldron 
scene for the Weird Sisters (i.e., witches) is 

gone, although suspending them high up 
in that quasi-Stonehenge is not without 
telling effect.

In other ways, though, much is lost. 
Lady Macbeth’s great sleepwalking scene 
had to be reduced to the Lady stationary 
in a niche above the stage, considerably 
shortchanging the drama. Even some 
strong effects attributable to the acting 
area are questionable. Thus the very long, 

unscripted opening battle sequence, with 
armies in ferocious combat, grimly staged 
in, I presume, Marshall’s chilling chore-
ography. This preamble alone required 
slashing a goodly chunk of text, and even 
the odd minor character.

Well, what about what is left? 
Plenty of excitement, since Shakespeare 
is powerful even as an amputee. And 

LABOR RELATIONS

Eight Long-Time Mrs. Green’s Workers Dismissed for Attempting to Unionize
By RICH MONETTI
Last November, the 
Canadian based ownership 
of Mrs. Green’s changed 
hands. In Mt. Kisco it meant 
a general halving of hours 

for many of the store’s 50 wage employees. 
Thus, employees sought a redress of the 
reduction directly with management. Failing 
any action, unionizing came up for consid-
eration among the workers. The ensuing 
vote would eventually fail. Coincidentally, 
eight long-time employees at the forefront 
of the initiative were fired during a ten-day 
span in January for “poor customer service.” 
Whether a connection can be made between 
the two incidences is an ambiguity that can 
only be done proper justice through sarcasm.

“One would think,” deadpans Director 
of Organizing, Aly Waddy of UCFW Local 
1500.

Of course, the pain of being out of work 
for six months is nothing to laugh at. The 
same goes for the intimidation levied upon 
workers as the union formation discussion 

was progressing toward a vote. “Through 
the process, the company broke the law,” she 
says. “They threatened workers. They told 
them they knew who was in the union and 
created an environment where workers could 
not make their decisions freely.”

A far cry from the benign image of a 
kindly lady overseeing her green vision on a 
family farm of happily indoctrinated workers. 
“I think that’s what they are trying to portray, 
but the reality is this is a large conglomerate,” 
she says, and the bad labor practices are not 
contained to our area, adds Waddy.

But back in town, Mt. Kisco hasn’t 
missed the long-standing picket line. 
“There’s been an outpouring of support from 
the community. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
community that’s so progressive and under-
standing of worker’s rights,” says Waddy.

“There was a boycott called for by 
County Legislator Peter Harckham and we 
really appreciate the support,” says Wady.

“Resolution for the workers and being 
made whole again, ultimately rests on the 
scales of justice,” advised Wady. “We filed 
charges with the National Labor Relations 

Board (NLRB), stating that we believe these 
are illegal firings,” Ms Wady said.

July will finally give these workers 
their day in court. But firing eight workers 
with seven average years of employment 

in the middle of a union action must cer-
tainly seem an open and shut case – even to 
Mrs. Greens. That said, Wady isn’t afraid to 
speculate that such brazen defiance of the 
law is simply seen as the cost of doing the 

business of squashing unions. “The average 
person is unable to endure even temporary 
unemployment,” Wady said. “Unfortunately 
this has become practice for many employers 
that break the law. It certainly taints the envi-
ronment and creates a chill factor silencing 
workers. They made an “example” out of the 
workers that stepped out, clearly in an effort 
to stop additional efforts to join the Union,” 
stressed Wady.

So in no uncertain terms Mrs. Green’s 
– we’re not amused and if you’re interested in 
having the last laugh… .

See weekly Farmer’s Markets :
St. Mark’s Church, 85 East Main Street, 

Mount Kisco, New York. Saturdays, from 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Chappaqua Farmer’s Market, 
Chappaqua Train Station – Saturdays, from 
8:30 am to 1:00 pm.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

Old Scotia’s Grandeur

Scene from the Kenneth Branagh and Rob Ashford production of Macbeth at the Park Avenue 
Armory.

Kenneth Branagh is the lead in Macbeth .

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Continued on page 5

https://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?v=2&pc=FACEBK&mid=8100&rtp=adr.%7Epos.41.2073892292_-73.7259150487_Mt.+Kisco+Farmers+Market_St.+Mark%27s+Church+85+East+Main+Street%2C+Mount+Kisco%2C+New+York&cp=41.2073892292%7E-73.7259150487&lvl=16&sty=r&rtop=0%7E0%7E0%7E&mode=D&FORM=FBKPL1&mkt=en-US
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By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
Making my reserva-
tion to sail aboard the 
Windjammer, I found 
that I had to get myself 

to Grenada for embarkation. Yay! I just 
happened to know that one of the most 
extraordinary resorts in the world is located 
there: the renowned Spice Island Beach 
Resort. I’d visited the property a few years 
back and this would give me the chance to 
visit once more – and check out their recent 
multi-million dollar renovation.

We Are Family
The Spice Island Beach Resort is a 

family affair run under the dynamic stew-
ardship of Sir Royston Hopkin and assisted 
by his children Ryan, Janelle and Nerissa. 
The resort now features an upgraded 

porte-cochere with redesigned public spaces 
throughout the entire property and a dedi-
cated concierge in the refurbished lobby 
area. All of the public areas, as well as the 
restaurants and guest rooms have also been 
upgraded. I visited the spiced-up, luxe, 5,600 
square foot Janissa’s Spa and Fitness Centre, 
newly designed by famed interior designer 
Kobi Karp with cascading fountains and 
shimmering reflecting pools. The spa salon is 
state-of-the-art with mani-pedi chairs that 
just looked too inviting to pass up; I sank 
down in cozy comfort and experienced the 
ne plus ultra of pedicures – all 75 glorious 
minutes of it!

Later, on happy twinkle-toes, I made 
my way to Oliver’s, the Resort’s grand 
open-air terrace restaurant. Serving both 
Creole and Mediterranean cuisine and in 
the very capable hands of Head Chef Jesson 

Hudson Valley 
Surgical Group

777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
914.631.3660  |  HudsonValleySurgeons.com

©
2014 Hudson Valley Surgical Group | All Rights Reserved.

Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD
Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors™

The Advantages of Laparoscopic 
Colon Surgery
Hudson Valley Surgical Group’s Minimally Invasive 
Center offers patients a better choice for colon 
surgery.
 

MINIMALLY INVASIVE CENTER

“The doctors understood how important 
it was to get me back to work in a week.”
Ricky R., colon patient

Hudson Valley Surgical Group 
4000+ laparoscopic surgeries performed providing 
patients the latest in Minimally Invasive Surgery 
while utilizing the most advanced technology.
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indisputable praise must go to the acting 
and direction. Of great help, to begin with, 
is a British cast, enunciating every syllable 
to perfection, preferable to American 
actors who, even if elocutionally gifted, 
are up against American English, which 
merely sounds, whereas British English 
has a songfulness of its own.

 There were, for me, quirks of casting. 
Why was Jimmy Yuill’s Banquo so much 
older than Macbeth, almost turning a 
contrast in morality into a mere age dif-
ference? Why was the drunken Porter so 

young, making him somehow less idiom-
atic than the customary grizzled drunkard? 
Why were the witches such comparatively 
attractive young women rather than the 
text’s bearded crones? Why did Siward, 
the English general, seem almost too 
young to have a soldier son?

But perhaps these matters don’t 
matter all that much, and, in fact, making 
Macduff ’s son an adolescent rather than 
the usual little boy secured correspond-
ingly clearer diction. The other ages were 
traditional enough. What isn’t traditional 
is making marching Birnam Wood into 
symmetrically crafted bunches of branches 
rather than spontaneously picked greenery.

Kenneth Branagh is a fine actor, 
and his Macbeth is beyond reproach. It 
is a solid performance with, sensibly, no 
showy attempt at being different, unless it 
be the pause between “a tale told by” and 
“an idiot,” which makes scant sense. Yet in 
a role like Macbeth, wherein an actor can 
be great, very good is a slight comedown 
from what, say, an Olivier was able to do 
with this part.

On the other hand, in the difficult 
role of Lady Macbeth. Alex Kingston is 
just about perfect. It is hard not to overplay 
either the feminine allure or the masculine 
strength of the woman, but this Lady is 
unerring in her synthesis of the two. Oh, 
what she could have done with a proper 
sleepwalking scene!

Richard Coyle’s Macduff, Yuill’s 
Banquo, and Alexander Vlahos’s Malcolm 
are thoroughly satisfactory, as are all the 
others, notably Scarlett Strallen’s touching 
Lady Macduff. A few Americans in minor 
roles also pass muster.

Great distinction comes in with 
sundry aspects of the staging, which 
includes even some very persuasive 
Scottish rain. It also allows us to see 
ordinary life in the margins of epic 
events. Thus, for instance, the various 
mute servants rushing around preparing 
a banquet in the Macbeth dining hall, 
reminding us that ordinary life also exists.

Gratitude is due Christopher Oram’s 

awesome set and lived-in costumes, Patrick 
Doyle’s atmospheric music, Neil Austin’s 
thrilling lighting turning ominously dark 
for transitions, Christopher Shutt’s shat-
tering sound design, and Terry King’s 
fearsome swordplay: all triumphs over the 
drill hall’s intimidating dimensions.

As Robert Burns, Scotland’s prime 
poet, wrote: “From scenes like these, old 
Scotia’s grandeur springs.” Nevertheless, 
let me recommend following up viewing 
the play with, if possible, reading of the 
uncut text. Great as is the achievement 
of Branagh, Marshall and the rest, that of 
Shakespeare is even greater.

Macbeth runs only through June 

22nd at the Park Avenue Armory, 643 Park 
Avenue, New York, NY 10065. Telephone: 
(212) 616-3930. Ticketing: (212)933-
5812 or Solutions@ArmoryOnPark.
org

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He 
reviews books for the New York Times Book 
Review and Washington Post. To learn more, 
visit the www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

Old Scotia’s Grandeur

The Three Witches are depicted in William Shakespeare’s play Macbeth (C.1603-1607), yet their 
origin lies in Holinshed’s Chronicles (1587), depicting the history of England, Scotland, and 

Ireland.

Alex Kingston is Lady Macbeth in Macbeth. 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Continued from page 4

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

By The Whim Of The Wind
Sailing the Grenadine Isles

Continued on page 6

http://www.armoryonpark.org/
mailto:Solutions@ArmoryOnPark.org
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Church, I was just in time to gaze out over 
Grand Anse Beach and let a pink and gold 
Caribbean sunset put the final icing on this 
day’s cake. The Spice Island Beach Resort has 
been honored by Conde Nast Johansens for 
“Most Excellent Service in the Americas,” 
and is the only AAA Four Diamond, Five-
star property in Grenada. Why am I not 
surprised?

Come Sail Away
“Hark now, hear the sailors’ cry. Smell 

the sea and feel the sky” - Van Morrison
The long-awaited moment: there, 

before me in Grenada’s harbor, the S/V 
Mandalay! She looked……interest-
ing. This is decidedly not a spanking 
new vessel but rather a throwback to a 
former time when the world was young 
and romance abounded on the high seas. 

Built in 1923 for E.F. Hutton as a gift to 
his wife, Marjorie Merriweather Post, the 
ship is no longer a sexy lady - but, come 
on! She’s 91 years old!

Clearly they do not build them 
this way anymore. Constructed mainly 
of white spruce, larch, pine and teak, 
this 236-foot sailing ship is noble and 
imposing, with a long and storied career 
as her stately sails took her to exotic ports 
all over the world. In 1953, she was used 
for oceanographic research by Columbia 
University, and in 2012, after extensive 
renovation and restoration, she joined the 
Windjammer family. Mandalay now sails 
the Grenadines weekly and can carry up 
to 58 passengers. Her cabins are no-frills 
but serviceable and the ship’s interior, 
including a large bar and communal 
dining tables is made of rich, burnished 
wood. With her illustrious history she 
brings a particular sense of adventure and 
romance to passengers while, at the same 
time, profitably supporting small, fragile 
island economies.

The Sweet Life on the 
Salty Sea

Shortly after boarding we set sail. 
Clearing the harbor, the Mandalay’s sails 
billowed and soared as she leaned over 
ever so gracefully and her elegant bow 
cut cleanly into the chop of the waves. 
Moving now under full sail, I took a deep 
breath, faced the wind, and broke into a 
grin of pure joy.

Captain Sly is the man! Upon 
meeting, I asked him where he hailed 
from. His response: outer space. Okay…. 
After a few days, I came to believe 
him. He is utterly unique, irrepressible, 

entertaining, totally in command and 
a joy to sail with. Every morning, we 
gathered on deck to meet with Captain 
Sly and perform a fun ritual. He would 
shout “Good Morning Everyone!” We, in 
turn, would yell “Good Morning Captain 
Sir!” If he deemed our response too 
weak, we had to repeat it till we roared a 
suitably enthusiastic greeting - a rousing 
way to greet the day! Then, his morning 
“Story Telling” segment – explaining 
the upcoming island destination and 
the various activities throughout the day. 
His “stories” were invariably interesting, 
informative and enjoyable.

Our group on this voyage was 
small and intimate. After sharing a 

few meals at our communal table, we 
became a close-knit, warm and unified 
“family” of sorts – something I began 
to sense was unique to the Mandalay. 
We sailed the Grenadine Islands. In 
Bequia, called “Island of the Clouds,” we 

visited a turtle sanctuary, which housed 
Hawkbill turtles, both hatchlings and 
adults. In Tobago Cays, we snorkeled 
with sea turtles. We dropped anchor in 
Mayreau, an island with a population 
of just 300 souls. Hiking up a steep hill, 
I came upon a tiny stone church, The 
Church of the Immaculate Conception. 
The pews were rough-hewn benches, 
the windows stained glass squares gaily 
colored yellow, red, blue and green. As I 

sat there, someone put on a recording of 
angelic voices singing Gregorian chants. 
A priest flung open all the windows 
to a strong breeze that caught the flags 
and banners lining the walls. They began 
waving wildly, calling to mind the film 

Black Narcissus and the insane winds 
that blew atop the Himalayas. The mood 
turned haunting –chanting voices, a padre 
garbed in a long white cassock, banners 
beating against the walls– and yet overall 
a sense of calm and quietude. I wished I 
could stay there the whole day. Returning 
on board tired but happy, a most welcome 
wine and cheese party awaited us.

At various ports, we bar crawled 

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

By The Whim Of The Wind

Windjammer’s Mandalay.

Spice Island Beach Resort.

Boats in Grenada Harbor.
Captain Sly.

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 7
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where there were always strong rum drinks 
and good reggae music. One day the crew 
hauled to shore all the fixings for a beach 
picnic lunch. Evenings, we engaged in games 
– a nutty one was called “Battle of the Sexes;” 
everyone went gung-ho and totally threw 
themselves into it – a lot of silly fun.

After a week we returned to Grenada, 
our voyage over but not the memories. I’ll 
always remember lying in a hammock on 
the top deck at night, rhythmically rising 
and falling in very choppy seas. Another 
time I slipped off the ship into calm, azure 
waters and had a leisurely swim. But perhaps 

more than anything what will live on is 
the memory of that singular camaraderie 
between us and them – the passengers and 
that lovely, kind and attentive crew.

The music of “Amazing Grace” played 
an important part on our Mandalay voyage. 
Each time the sails were raised, the strains 
of this heavenly hymn swept over the ship. 
We’d all rush to the deck and watch the 
crew, hard at work as a bagpiper sounded 
this poignant melody. Finally, we heard it for 
the last time as we bid Captain Sly and the 
crew adieu and descended the gangplank. 
Oh no, I thought, I’m gonna lose it! Holding 
back tears, I took one last look at this revered 
grande dame, hoping that she will be pre-
served and cherished – she deserves no less 

– she’s earned it! A parting thought on the 
Mandalay: Go Small, Go Simple, Go Now!

If You Go:
Windjammer S/V Mandalay
www.sailwindjammer.com
Spice Island Beach Resort
www.spiceislandbeachresort.com

The Westchester Guardian Travel Editor, 
Barbara Barton Sloane, is constantly globe-
hopping to share with our readers her unique 
experiences from the exotic to the sublime. She 
keeps us informed, as well, on the capricious and 
engaging fashion and beauty scene.

MAINE 
GOLF & TENNIS ACADEMY

WE IMPROVE YOUR GAME!
Waterskiing • Canoeing • Sailing • High Ropes • Sports 

Rafting • Theater • Lobster Feast • And Much More!
Co-ed Ages 8-17 • #1 Junior Tennis & Golf Camp

Kennebec’s 108th Summer!

WWW.GOLFCAMP.COM

1.800.465.3226

WE IMPROVE YOUR GAME!

“ You Will Love What We Do Here!”

By The Whim Of The Wind

Royal Collection Suite.

Continued from page 6
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
The Jeffers Family took 
in the annual Katonah 
Firemen’s Carnival last 
week; I always seem to 
forget that the scrambler 

and cotton candy just don’t mix… so after 
cleaning up I came up with this week’s 
“sticky” edition of “News & Notes.”

The Mental Health Association of 
Westchester is presenting a “groovy” event, 
“Get on Your Mat for Mental Health,” 
under the open sky on Court Street in 
White Plains on Wednesday, June 18th 
starting at 5:30pm.

Here’s some big news for my wife… 
the John Jay Homestead Farm Market in 
Katonah reopens Saturday, June 14th for the 
season.

Celebrate the longest day of the year 
on June 21st at the Summer Solstice White 
Party at the Timberline in Bedford Hills.

I saw my first firefly of the season the 
other night and I was reminded that the 
warm spring evenings bring moths and 
many other winged creatures out and about. 
Teatown Lake Reservation invites you to 
come and see what flies in at Cliffdale Farm 
as Charlie Roberto sets up black lights to 
view the night flyers. Join him on Friday 
night, June 20th at 8:00pm at Cliffdale 
Farm. All are welcome for this free event, 
but the programs require pre-registration, 
accomplished by calling 914-762-2912 x 
110.

My favorite holiday is just around the 

corner. How about a fun-filled Father’s 
Day celebration with the Westchester 
Philharmonic, “Burgers, Beers and Brahms” 
which will be presented at the Performing 
Arts Center at Purchase College on June 
15th at 3pm.

The family and friends of late Cross 
River resident Amy Perez and her children, 
Molly and Gregory Friedlander, announced 
they have awarded $1,500 college schol-
arships to John Jay High School seniors 
Karen Daniela Giraldo Franco and Jaclyn 
Vroman.

Here’s how I like to garden… on 
June 14th, come visit Westchester’s only 
U-Pick vegetable operation at the U-Pick 
Vegetables and Farm Stand at Hilltop 
Hanover Farm in Yorktown Heights… no 
green thumb needed.

The United Way of Westchester and 
Putnam has announced Alana Sweeney as 
its new president and chief executive officer, 
good luck Alana…

The Schoolhouse Theater in Croton 
Falls is presenting Murray Schisfgal’s Tony-
nominated comedy, “Luv”, through June 
22nd.

Summer is here and so is the 34th 
annual Ossining Village Fair. The Village 
Fair reflects the unique character of 
Ossining with a celebration that includes 
a wide range of over 150 vendors, food, 
games, rides and four stages of live enter-
tainment. The fair runs all day from 
10:00am to 5:00pm and it is free to all. Rain 
date is June 15th.

I’ve already started packing my picnic 

basket for the Pound Ridge 2014 Fireworks 
set for Saturday July 5th.

The Yorktown Grange Tractor Club 
invites everyone to the Third Annual Car 
Show on Saturday June 22nd. The gates 
open at 8:00am for Car Show Participants 
Only and 10:00am for spectators. The show 
is open to all Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles, & 
Antique Equipment. Breakfast and lunch 
will be available. This fun day includes hay 
rides for the kids; vendors; a DJ and a live 
band, SAILING STONE, and much 
more. If you would like to participate and 
preregister your vehicle, call Jim at 914-
243-4865 or Curt at 914-490-8473.

Congratulations to Marissa Brett as 
she has been named the president of the 
Westchester County Association, good 
luck Marissa…

On June 14th there will be a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the Bedford Hills 
Memorial Park’s new picnic pavilion area. 
Following the ribbon cutting there will be 
hot dogs, chips, drinks and ice cream. Don’t 
forget your suit because the pool is open 
until 8pm; and watch out for one of my 
famous cannonball splashes…

Speaking of June 14th, don’t forget it 
is Flag Day; display your flags with pride 
as we are so lucky to live in the greatest 
country in the world!

Ice hockey in June, it’s crazy, but let’s go 
Rangers… see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, 
Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

http://www.sailwindjammer.com
http://www.spiceislandbeachresort.com
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Chameleon Roles
By SHERIF AWAD
South Africa has a vibrant 
film industry that is growing 
in reputation to the point 
that regional and interna-
tional filmmakers are taking 

advantage of the country’s diverse, unique 
locations – as well as low production costs 
and favorable exchange rates, which make 
it cheaper to make a movie there than in 
Europe or the US. Building on its reputa-
tion for quality, creative film making, a string 
of successful big budget international pro-
ductions have been filmed in South Africa 
including Fury Road, the upcoming fourth 
Mad Max; Blood Diamond with Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Clint Eastwood’s Invictus, and 
The Lord of War, the 2005 movie starring 
Nicholas Cage as an arm dealer.

Brandon Auret is one of the up and 
rising character actors from South Africa 
who is making a name for himself on the 

regional and international film scene. With 
a diversity of performances on TV, stage and 
films, Auret is heading with assertive steps 
toward an international career.

Since he was nine years-old, Brandon 
Auret used to go to drama speeches and 
classes until he landed a debut role in a 
South African 1995 amateur musical stage 
production inspired by Alan Parker’s Bugsy 
Malone where all gangsters were played by 
children. After showing such early talent, 
Auret continued to perform in high school 
plays until he got his Bachelor of Drama in 
Pretoria. After finishing his military service, 

he became a theatrical star performing in a 
variety of plays for six continuous years. He 
reavealed a remarkable energetic presence 

on stage and great voice when singing in 
musicals. His diverse talent caught the eyes 
of South African TV producers who went 
on to cast him in role of a leading man in 
the Soap Opera Isidingo. Auret played the 
character of a small town sheriff playboy 
named Leon du Plessis for eight years. He 
continued to work in the limelight; in two 
additional TV series, Angel’s Song and One 
Way, until he decided to say farewell to tele-
vision. Despite the financial stability that 
roles like those can give to a rising actor, 
Auret realized he was trapped in form of 
artistic stagnation. Nevertheless, and after 
quite a long time without any new work, 
opportunity knocked with a film debut and 
a supporting role in an American co-pro-
duction that would be shot in his birthplace, 
South Africa. It was the 2006 thriller Catch 
a Fire, directed by Phillip Noyce, in which 
Auret co-starred as an Army Commandant 
against Tim Robbins, whose role depicted a 
government agent chasing down a peaceful 
South African oil refinery worker. “I was 
baptized by fire”, laughs Auret, reflecting 
over his introduction to the film industry 
with Noyce, the Australian who is known 
for his intense use of the megaphone while 
directing on the set.

Auret knew that he made the right 
decision to quit TV to focus on feature films. 
In 2009, He was offered the role of a mer-
cenary in an acclaimed sci-fi US production 
called District 9 directed by Neill Blomkamp, 
a South African filmmaker with interna-
tional potential. The part science-fiction, part 
observational drama over South Africa’s past 
and present imagined an alien race who had 
been in living in peace with humans for more 
than twenty-five years in Johannesburg, that 
is until a munitions corporation called Multi-
National United (MNU), is contracted to 

forcibly evict their population. “I was lucky 
to grab this role because Blomkamp wanted 
me while the producer was favoring another 
actor”, revealed Auret. “Blomkamp even 
expanded my role because he liked my per-
formance. At the end of the shooting, he 

promised that we will reunite again”.
Auret continued to challenge his type-

casting as a romantic and handsome lead 
acquired during his TV period by accept-
ing other tough guy roles in intense thrillers. 
Back to back, he shot two roles in two con-
secutive South African horror flicks. The 
first was Night Drive (2010) in which he 
played one among a group of tourists being 
trapped in the jungle and hunted down 
by a mythical African monster known as 
Hyena Man. The second was the gritty 
Rancid (2011) in which he played a desper-
ate alcoholic called William who is accepted 
among three other applicants to participate 
in a medical experiment at an isolated testing 
facility. “Rancid was the first South African 
film with zombie-like characters”, explained 
Auret. Although it was shot within the con-
straints of a very small budget, hovering at 
approximately US$70,000, it convinced a 
US distributor to take it on; the distributor 
was able to spread the film onto 200 screens 
nationwide. It was however so sad that none 
of the South African distributors picked it 
up. In the US, it was released as Expiration 
because there was a local music band called 
Rancid”.

Last year, South African filmmaker 
Andrew Worsdale cast Brandon Auret in 
the thriller Durban Poison, which is inspired 
by true events. Auret played Piet who hit 
the road with his girlfriend Joline (Cara 
Roberts) leaving a trail of corpses behind 
them. It is a modern road film modeled after 
the 1967 classic Bonnie and Clyde. “After I 
listened to the trials and the police investiga-
tion of the real-life Piet, I decided to bring 
some humanity to him in order justify why a 
girl like Joline hooked up with an outlaw like 
him”, said Auret.

Neil Blomkamp fulfilled his promise 

and cast Brandon Auret again in Elysium 
last year. It was the biggest film for Auret 
so far with a production budget of UD$115 
million embellished with a marvelous cast, 
including Matt Damon and Jodie Foster. 
Although the film is classified among a sci-fi 
genre, it echoed many current environmen-
tal and humanistic issues of our times. The 
story took place in the year 2154, where 
the very wealthy live on a man-made space 
station called Elysium while the rest of the 
population resides on a ruined Earth. Foster 
played Secretary Delacourt, the government 
official who enforces anti-immigration laws 
and preserves the luxurious lifestyle of the 
citizens of Elysium. Damon played Max 
who volunteers to break into Elysium to 
bring about equality. Auret played one of the 

mercenaries hired by Delacourt to stop Max 
at any price. “Shooting my role in Elysium 
for three months in Canada and Mexico 
was quite an experience for me”, said Auret. 
“Funny enough, I was on the same set as 
Foster who played Tallulah in the film Bugsy 
Malone, which brought memories of my 
early beginnings. Films like these bring a lot 

of exposure because we went on to promote 
the release of Elysium in Los Angeles and 
London before an entourage of international 
media. Although I got to appear wearing 
a tuxedo by a top designer while making a 
handful of interviews, I discovered it was not 
really my thing and I favor being left alone 
and to letting my acting speak for me”. The 
collaboration between Neil Blomkamp and 
Brandon Auret will continue in a new sci-fi 
film called Chappie starring Hugh Jackman. 
It is scheduled for a 2015 release. “After 
Chappie, I also co-starred in a new British 
film called Tiger House with Dougray Scott. 
It is also a thriller about an injured gymnast 
who must defend her boyfriend’s house 
from a gang of armed robbers. These roles 
appear to be similar because I played the 
villain. However, in each of the roles, I got 
to change my looks and physique, English 
accent, and performance to bring something 
new. If I myself motivated by the script, I like 
to do it again because I love that process”.

Auret is not rushing to move to the 
States and getting an agent. “I did a couple 
of interviews with leading agencies while 
promoting Elysium”, revealed Auret. “Neil 
Blomkamp and his producer Simon Kinberg 
were supportive of me. But US agents can 
get you at a peak point of your career. It is 
like a chess game. Every move you make has 
a counter move”.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
( http://varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132 ) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com ).

Brandon Auret in Durban Poison.

ABrandon Auret as a mercenary in District 
9.

Matt Damon (left) with Brandon Auret (right) joking around behind the sets in a scene of 
Elysium.

Brandon Auret with girlfriend, Cara 
Roberts, at Elysim premiere in London.

http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
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www.bbbsummer.com
westchester@bitsbytesbots.com

914-218-8175
During the school year, 

we offer enrichment classes & parties

*  3D Graphics  *  Minecraft *      
*  Website Design * App Design *

*  Video Game Design  *  
*  Robotics Engineering  *  

* Computer Programming  *
*  Animated Movie Making *

*  Comics Creation  **  Comics Creation  *

Bits, Bytes & Bots Summer Camp
605 Millwood Road (Route 133), Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

EARTHTALk®

The Driverless Automobile
By DOUG MOSS
Google’s prototype driver-
less car, a converted Prius, 
undergoing testing. Photo 
by and courtesy of Steve 

Jurvetson.
Dear EarthTalk: What are the envi-

ronmental implications of the so-called 
“driverless car” that Google and others are 
working on right now? -- April Jackman, 
Barre, MA

Just a decade ago most of us wouldn’t 
have dreamed we’d live to see driverless 
cars whisking people around, but things are 
changing fast and analysts now think they 
will be common by 2020 and account for the 
majority of cars on the road by 2040. And 
with Google’s recent unveiling of its latest 
prototype—complete with no pedals or 
steering wheel—the future is indeed closer 
than we ever imagined.

Proponents argue that driver-
less cars—also called “autonomous 
cars”—are inherently more sustainable than 
their manned counterparts. For one, they 
say, once they are widely available many of 
us will forego owning our own cars in favor 
of car-sharing, whereby the autonomous 
vehicle comes to you, charged and ready to 
go, as needed. Thus the result could be far 
fewer cars on the road than today. According 
to Steve Gutmann of the Seattle-based 
sustainability think tank Sightline Institute, 

such a car-sharing scenario would also 
obviate the need for many parking spaces. 
Today the typical private car spends upwards 
of 90 percent of its time parked. Once we 
have more driverless cars, we’ll need far fewer 
parking spaces, leading to less land being 
paved and reducing storm water runoff and 
heat island effects accordingly.

The networked brains of these vehicles 
will also reduce inefficient routes and 
decrease overall driving time, leading to 
better air quality and lower carbon emis-
sions. Also, the increased safety of driverless 
vehicles—they obey speed limits, can sense 
people, bikes and other cars coming toward 
them, and accelerate and brake much more 
gradually than human drivers—will mean 
that the cars can be lighter and require far 
fewer resources in manufacturing, reducing 
their overall environmental impact even 
further.

On the flip side, the advent of driver-
less cars means that many of us now not able 
to drive because of age or physical handicaps 
will be able to use these cars to get around, 
potentially leading to an increase in the 
number of cars on the road. And Chandra 
Bhat of the Center for Transportation 
Research at the University of Texas points 
out that just because a car is driverless doesn’t 
mean we’ll want it to be smaller, lighter and 
more fuel efficient. He fears that driverless 
cars will engender a return to larger vehicles 

because people will want “more comfortable 
space” when they are free to stretch out, relax, 
read, videochat, text or even nap during their 
trips. He adds that driverless cars could lead 
to more urban sprawl as car commuting 
becomes more tolerable without the hassle 
of actually driving.

Bhat also wonders what will become 
of the public transit systems we’ve invested 
so heavily in if driverless cars offer the same 
advantages—using the time en route to 
do whatever one pleases—with the added 
benefit of privacy and route/timing flexibility.

Today four U.S. states—Nevada, 

Florida, California and Michigan—allow 
driverless cars on their public roads for the 
purpose of testing; several other states are 
considering similar allowances. Likewise, 
in 2013 the United Kingdom began 
allowing the testing of driverless cars on its 
public roadways. Besides Google, several 
leading automakers and other companies 
have developed their own prototypes. Car 
enthusiasts can expect to see such examples 
from the likes of Mercedes-Benz, General 
Motors, Nissan, Toyota, Audi, Volvo, Tesla 
and others at auto shows over the next 
few years, and can look forward to getting 

“behind the wheel” of one within a decade. 
Whatever happens, it certainly is going to be 
quite a ride.

CONTACTS: Sightline Institute, www.sight-
line.org; Chandra Bhat, www.ce.utexas.edu/
prof/bhat/home.html.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy 
Scheer and Doug Moss and is a registered trade-
mark of E - The Environmental Magazine 
(www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.

HE
Dwelling in the darkness
Look they are the descendants of the 
fallen gods
Gallant as Gimora strikes her drum
The dastardly dance begins
While they take form of the hell fire
Invoking the savage spirits that beset their mighty 
light
They do dwell in the dark mind
Find solace where their ancestors found cracked 
backs to triumph

What have they to show for it on all fours 
 By Najah Muhammad 

 NAJAH’S CORNER

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sightline.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFqXG0JiMP93M-uKhyJbKJLRrS4uw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sightline.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFqXG0JiMP93M-uKhyJbKJLRrS4uw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ce.utexas.edu%2Fprof%2Fbhat%2Fhome.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEZf5i1DDI9CcfZpFVbSrXcFSsjug
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ce.utexas.edu%2Fprof%2Fbhat%2Fhome.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEZf5i1DDI9CcfZpFVbSrXcFSsjug
http://www.emagazine.com
http://www.bbbsummer.com
mailto:westchester@bitsbytesbots.com
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
Evidence has again emerged 
indicating that if Western 
mainstream media actually 
reported more on the 
sufferings of Christians 

throughout the Islamic world, their lot 
would likely improve.

Meriam Ibrahim, a woman who is 
imprisoned in Sudan and sentenced to death 
on the charge that she apostatized from 
Islam and converted to Christianity—and 
who recently gave birth to a baby girl in 
prison—was reportedly going to “be freed in 
a few days,” according to a BBC report:

Abdullahi Alzareg, an under-secretary 
at the foreign ministry, said Sudan guaran-
teed religious freedom and was committed 
to protecting the woman. Khartoum has been 
facing international condemnation over the 
death sentence. In an interview with The 
Times newspaper, British Prime Minister 
David Cameron described the ruling as 
“barbaric” and out of step with today’s world 
(emphasis added).

Of course, soon after the BBC reported 

that Ibrahim would be freed, other reports 
appeared indicating that that is only a 
rumor—one that the BBC, which regularly 
tries to minimize the specter of Muslim 
persecution of Christians, jumped on—that 
Sudan was merely trying to save face before 
the international community.

According to the imprisoned Christian 
woman’s husband: “No Sudanese or foreign 
mediator contacted me. Maybe there are 

contacts between the Sudanese government 
and foreign sides that I’m not aware of.”

At any rate, why did Sudan say Ibrahim 
was going to be released? After all and 
despite what Sudan’s under-secretary says—
that “Sudan guaranteed religious freedom 
and was committed to protecting the 
woman”—Khartoum’s Islamist government 
upholds Islam’s apostasy law, which actually 
guarantees that born Muslims do not have 

“religious freedom.”
As just one example, back in June 2012 

in Sudan, a Muslim woman divorced her 
husband after he converted to Christianity. 
The court automatically granted her custody 
of their two sons (according to Islamic law, 
children of divorced parents are to remain 
with the father, but if the latter is an apostate, 
they go to the mother). When the father 
tried to visit his children, his ex-wife threat-
ened to notify authorities. “They might take 
the case to a prosecution court, which might 
lead to my sentencing to death according to 
Islamic apostasy law—but I am ready for 
this,” the Christian man had said. “I want 
the world to know this. What crime have I 
done?”

And that’s the whole difference: “the 
world” did not “know this,” whereas the 
major media did report on Ibrahim’s plight, 
thereby exposing Sudan to international 
condemnation.

Precedents of this phenomenon—
international outrage prompting Islamist 
governments to rethink their abuse of 
Christians—have occurred in other Muslim 

countries.
For example, back in September 2012, 

two other Christians under arrest and 
awaiting execution in the Islamic world—
one, like Sudan’s Ibrahim, charged with 
apostasy in Iran, the other with blasphemy in 
Pakistan—were also released, but only after 
much widespread international condemna-
tion, that is, only after the mainstream media 
exposed their plight.

As CNN had reported:
A Christian pastor sentenced to death 

in Iran for apostasy was reunited with his 
family Saturday after a trial court acquitted 
him… Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani, born to 
Muslim parents and a convert to Christianity 
by age 19, was released after being held in 
prison for almost three years under a death 
sentence…. His case drew international 
attention after his October 2009 arrest, and 
the 34-year-old pastor refused to recant his 
Christian beliefs (emphasis added).

Right around the same time, Pakistani 
authorities released a teenage Christian girl 
accused of blasphemy and facing the death 

MELINDA’S GARDEN

Grow Your Own Backyard Paradise in a Pot 
By MELINDA MYERS
Create a backyard escape 
with the help of container 
gardens. Whether you’re 
looking for a visit to the 
desert, an English garden 

or tropical paradise, a few planters can help 
create the mood.

Reduce your workload and increase 
your enjoyment with a bit of planning and 
proper planting.

Select a container with drainage holes 
and one that mimics the color and feel of 
the location you are trying to recreate. Use 
troughs, stone or other containers made 
from neutral colors when growing succu-
lents. The container should complement, 
but not overpower the simple beauty of the 
desert plants.

Keep things warm and natural when 
going for a more tropical feel. Wicker, 
bamboo and other natural materials work 
well with the lush foliage and vibrant colors 
of tropical plants.

Add a few terra cotta, metal and basket 
type containers when creating an English 
cottage setting. Set them on your patio, steps 
or in the garden to create a focal point.

Keep your plants looking good through-
out the season with the proper planting mix. 
Look for potting mixes with good drainage 
and water holding abilities, like Schultz 
Potting Soil Plus (schultz.com). Check the 
label as some mixes contain enough fertilizer 
to last the entire season and water-retaining 
crystals to reduce the need to water.

Use a cactus mix that provides the 
perfect growing conditions for cacti and 
succulents. The potting mix should retain 
the moisture and nutrients the plants need, 
while providing the excellent drainage that is 
a must for these plants.

Plant any orchids added to your 
backyard tropical paradise in a potting mix 
designed for these plants. Use an orchid mix 
that has excellent drainage and aeration, 
yet retains the moisture and nutrients these 
beauties need to thrive.

Check your planters daily and water 
thoroughly whenever the top few inches of 
soil are crumbly and slightly moist. Allow 
cacti and succulents to go a bit drier.

Mulch the soil in tropical, herb, veg-
etable and annual container gardens. Spread 
a thin layer of shredded leaves, evergreen 
needles or twice shredded bark over the soil 

surface. Use fine pebbles for cacti and suc-
culents that like things hot and dry.

And don’t forget about garden accents. 
A wattle fence and arbor of twigs and 
branches work well for an English garden 
setting, while a water feature can enhance a 
tropical paradise themed garden, and some 
southwest garden art can complete the desert 
scene you’re going for.

So start your vacation this year with 
a trip to the garden center. Invest in a few 
containers, the right potting mix and plants. 
Then plant your way to the retreat of your 
dreams.

Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author & col-
umnist Melinda Myers has more than 30 years 
of horticulture experience and has written over 
20 gardening books, including Can’t Miss Small 
Space Gardening and the Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook. She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
segments. Myers is also a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ web site, www.melindamyers.com, offers 
gardening videos and tips.

Succulents stacked in troughs or pots can create a desert type feel in the landscape. Photo by and 
courtesy of Melinda Myers, LLC.

Sudan Mother’s Case ‘Tip of the Iceberg’ on Islamic Persecution
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Meriam Ibrahim, who was sentenced to death for converting to Christianity, with her husband.

Continued on page 11

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27651483
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27651483
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-27651483
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/confusion-over-news-meriam-ibrahim-to-be-freed-in-sudan-30321145.html
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/muslim-persecution-of-christians/bbc-minimizes-christian-persecution/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/muslim-persecution-of-christians/bbc-minimizes-christian-persecution/
http://www.christianity.com/11672481/
http://www.christianity.com/11672481/
http://www.christianity.com/11672481/
http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2012/09/08/christian-pastor-once-sentenced-to-death-in-iran-is-released-group-says/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/10382/iran-apostasy
http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/08/world/asia/pakistan-girl-blasphemy/index.html
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Sudan Mother’s Case ‘Tip of the Iceberg’ on Islamic Persecution

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

penalty. Up till then, local Muslims had 
insisted that 14-year-old Rimsha Masih be 
put to death, warning that, if released, they 
would “take the law into their own hands.” 
Her case also reached the international com-
munity, sparking widespread outrage and 
condemnation of Pakistan.

Earlier, in 2006, one Abdul Rahman 
was exposed as an apostate to Christianity 
and subsequently arrested, incarcerated, and 
sentenced to death. Because his story also 
received widespread media attention and 
international condemnation—and even a 
phone call from the U.S. Secretary of State 
Rice to Afghanistan’s president—Abdul 
Rahman was released under the pretext 
that he was mentally retarded, though most 
sources indicated he was quite sane. (Muslim 
governments regularly portray apostates and 
blasphemers whom they wish to release as 
retarded, since, according to Islamic law, the 
insane are not responsible for their actions. 
Even Pakistan’s Rimsha Masih, prior to her 
release, was portrayed as mentally retarded.)

The point here is that such prison-
ers of conscience are not released because 
their respective governments suddenly 
decided to act according to universal stan-
dards of human rights. If so, they would 
not have arrested the accused in the first 
place. Nor should such releases suggest that 
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, or Sudan are 

rethinking Islam’s apostasy and blasphemy 
laws, which prescribe the death penalty.

After all, there are countless more 
Christian “blasphemers” and “apostates” 
rotting on death row in all three countries, 
not to mention all around the Islamic world.

As with Sudan, Christians in the 
aforementioned countries are habitually 
persecuted, imprisoned, and or killed. In 
Crucified Again: Exposing Islam’s New War 
on Christians, Iran’s persecution of apos-
tates to Christianity is so widespread that 
it warrants a special “spotlight” section; 
Pakistan also gets a special spotlight section 
for its frequent arrests and imprisonments of 
Christian “blasphemers.”

Indeed, just days ago a Christian couple 
in Pakistan, one illiterate the other disabled, 
received the death sentence for allegedly 
sending “blasphemous” text messages.

However, unlike Sudan’s Ibrahim, 
Iran’s Nadarkhani, Pakistan’s Masih, and 
Afghanistan’s Rahman, the Western main-
stream rarely if ever hears about these many 
unfortunates.

And that’s the whole difference.
Unlike the many faceless Christians 

persecuted all around the Islamic world, 
the Western mainstream media actually 
reported on these three, prompting public 
outrage, international condemnations, and 
in some instances the threat of diplomatic 
actions and/or sanctions.

For Sudan, Iran, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan such “infidels” were simply 
too much of a liability to punish as Sharia 
demands—the same Sharia, incidentally, 
that teaches Muslims to be lax and tolerant 
when in their interest, such as when the 
international community puts them in the 
spotlight.

Thus such freed Christians are a 
reminder of the important role the Western 
mainstream media can play in alleviating 
the sufferings of minorities throughout the 
Islamic world. For if they were not reported 
on—as the overwhelming majority of perse-
cuted Christians are not reported on—they 
would surely still be in prison on death row, 
where so many other nameless and faceless 
Christians remain.

So consider the impact the mainstream 
media could have if they were to report the 
full truth and extent of Muslim persecution 
of Christians; if they stopped portraying the 
few they do report on as anomalies but rather 
as the tips of a very big and ugly iceberg.

The fact remains: the overwhelm-
ing majority of people in the West remain 
woefully ignorant of the sufferings of 
non-Muslims under Islam, thanks to the 
mainstream media’s general indifference or 
worse.

However, as precedent suggests, 
when enough people in the West do hear 
about them, they do act, prompting their 

governments and human rights groups also 
to act, prompting Islamist governments to 
realize that persecuting this or that Christian 
is simply not worth it.

In the case of Sudan’s Meriam Ibrahim, 
time will only tell if the major media will 
forget about or try to dismiss her story—
as the BBC may be doing—or whether 
they will continue exposing the truth of 
her plight, which, at this point, is likely the 
only way this wife and mother who refuses 
to renounce Christianity for Islam can ever 
hope to escape execution.

First published by CBN News  on June 
6, 2014

http://www.meforum.org/3858/sudan-
mother-case-tip-of-the-iceberg-on-islamic

Raymond Ibrahim, a CBN News contributor, 
is author of Crucified Again: Exposing Islam’s 
New War on Christians and The Al Qaeda 
Reader. He is also Shillman Fellow, David 
Horowitz Freedom Center; Judith Friedman 
Rosen Writing Fellow, Middle East Forum; 
and Media Fellow 2013, Hoover Institution.
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A Most Discreet Israeli Intervention in Syria
By JONATHAN SPYER 
Since the outbreak of 
the civil war in Syria in 
2011, Israeli officials have 
observed events to the north 
with caution and concern. 

The concern has derived from the presence 
of anti-Israel paramilitary and terrorist 
elements on both sides of the fighting lines 
in Syria.

The caution, meanwhile, relates to the 
very deep aversion felt in the Israeli system 
toward the possibility of Israel’s being sucked 
in to the morass of the Syrian war. Israel’s 
Lebanon experience has left a deep insti-
tutional memory warning against overly 
ambitious incursions into the affairs of 
neighboring states.

Nevertheless, evidence is emerging of 
an increasing, though still modest Israeli 
involvement in events beyond the separation 
of forces line on the Golan Heights.

The least ambiguous evidence of Israeli 
activity related to Syria is the series of air 
raids against weapons convoys headed for 
Lebanon. These have been attributed by 
foreign media to Israel, and were carried out 
to prevent the transfer of certain weapons 
systems from Syria to Hizballah.

However, the latest emerging indica-
tions relate not to activity deep within the 
skies above Syria. Rather, the contacts in 
question are happening, discreetly, very close 
to the ground, and very close to the border.

Israeli officials have observed with 
concern the recent ebb and flow of the 
fighting in the Deraa and Quneitra prov-
inces in southern Syria. The rebel fighters in 
this area, as elsewhere, are a varied and dis-
parate group. The southern front is the focus 
of the limited western and Arab support 
offered the rebels.

A western command center at which 
US, Jordanian, Saudi, British and French 
personnel are present has been established 

to coordinate aid to the rebels in the south.
But the ‘moderate’ rebels of the Supreme 

Military Command and the related Syrian 
Revolutionaries Front, who benefit from the 
modest flow of western and Saudi aid, are 
not the only anti-Assad fighters in the south.

Jabhat al-Nusra, the official Syrian 
franchise of al-Qaeda, is also playing a major 
role in the fighting in the south. The Salafi 
Ahrar al-Sham group is also present in force 
among the southern rebels. These groups 
operate in coordination with the western 
supported fighters.

In recent weeks, forces led by al-Nusra 
have made major territorial advances. In 
late April, these forces captured eastern Tel 
al-Akhmar (the red hill). This hill is situated 
five kilometers from the Israeli border on 
the Golan Heights. Western Tel al-Akhmar, 
which is just 2km from the first Israeli posi-
tions, was captured earlier in the month.

Rebel forces hope to push on to 
Continued on page 12
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Quneitra itself. Their intention is to establish 
a contiguous strip of rebel-controlled terri-
tory in across western Deraa and Quneitra 
provinces – just 100km southwest of 
Damascus.

For Israel, the possibility that al-Qaeda 
linked jihadis should establish themselves 
along one of its borderlines represents a 
nightmare scenario. In a video released after 
the capture of the hill, a Nusra spokesman 
was heard to praise Osama Bin-Laden as the 
‘lion of Islam’, and to vow continued war on 
‘Jews and crusaders.’

So the problem is clear. What is Israel 
doing to respond to it?

In addition to increasing drone surveil-
lance and intelligence gathering across the 
border, the evidence suggests that Israel has 

established contact with non-jihadi, western 
supported rebel elements, with the intention 
of ensuring that the jihadis are prevented 
from establishing themselves along the 
ceasefire line on the Golan.

The medical care afforded wounded 
Syrian fighters has served to facilitate this 
process. 1000 or so Syrian fighters have 
received this, with the more lightly wounded 
being treated at the IDF field hospital estab-
lished close to the border, and others in 
hospitals in northern Israel.

Colonel Abdullah al-Bashir, who 
commands the Supreme Military Council, 
a prominent western backed rebel element, 
was among the military personnel to be 
treated in Israel.

In addition to the direct contacts with 
the rebels, Israel is also in contact with local 

leaders across the border, with the inten-
tion of offering them inducements to refuse 
shelter and medical care to the jihadi fighters.

The Israeli contacts with the rebels 
are probably coordinated with the western 
backers of these forces. According to one 
report, there are Israeli representatives 
at the western and Jordanian command 
center coordinating support for the rebels in 
northern Jordan.

Israeli support for western-backed 
rebels in this arena is made yet more neces-
sary by the fact that defeat for the rebellion in 
Deraa and Quneitra runs the risk of bringing 
not the status quo ante bellum, but rather 
Hizballah, to the border.

Fighters from the Shia Islamist 
movement are present among pro-regime 
forces battling in the south. In early March, 
IDF troops fired at what they said was a 
Hizballah team trying to place a bomb in 

the border area.
So is the southern border coming to 

resemble south Lebanon in the 1980s? Is 
Israel being sucked into another commit-
ment across a northern border?

Precisely because the lesson of Lebanon 
is so deeply etched on the collective memory 
of the Israeli system, it is likely that the Israeli 
footprint in southern Syria will remain dis-
cernible, but light. There are no ideal options. 
Nusra, according to one source, is stronger 
than it appears, since it has allowed pro-
western forces to take credit for a number 
of operations. It does this so as to keep 
western support flowing into the area, from 
which Nusra itself will then benefit. So any 
strengthening of the rebels in the south 
carries with it the risk of assisting precisely 
the enemy that it is supposed to thwart. 
But the alternative of passive acquiescence 
to either al-Qaeda or Hizballah assembling 

along the border is probably worse.
A complicated political and military 

eco-system has emerged in southern Syria, 
just across the ceasefire line in the Golan 
Heights. Israel will do its best to preserve 
its vital interests, while avoiding an overt 
presence in this arena. Maintaining the 
balance is not simple. As of now, it may 
be said that Israel is actively, if discreetly, 
engaged in southern Syria.

First published in The Jerusalem Post  
May 29, 2014

http://www.meforum.org/3835/a-
most-discreet-israeli-intervention-in-syria

Jonathan Spyer is a senior research fellow at 
the Global Research in International Affairs 
(GLORIA) Center and a fellow at the Middle 
East Forum.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

A Most Discreet Israeli Intervention in Syria
Continued from page 11

Water Always Wins
MAkE IT FUN AND IT WILL GET DONE!

By PAM YOUNG
Writing in the present tense 
about a negative situation is 
flat out complaining and I 
try to curb my urge when 
I’m in the middle of bad 

times, but writing about a situation in the 
past tense and when everything’s back to 
normal, just makes for a good story. With 
that, I have to tell you what happened.

There’s a lesson to learn from every 
negative situation, and I make it my life’s 
work to get the lessons so I don’t have to 
repeat situations with a different cast and 
crew. For example, I learned from being in 
a marriage that was difficult, you can’t make 
a person who’s not happy be happy. The 
second time around, I married someone who 
was already happy!

Now for my most recent lesson: 

Water always wins. We live in the state of 
Washington where we get a lot of rain. I 
happen to love rain (when it stays outside) 
and I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else in 
the world except maybe Positano, Italy.

We built our home in Woodland, 
Washington, eleven years ago and we have 
enjoyed its cozy, lodge-like feel. We work out 
of our offices which are in our basement and 
about five years ago we discovered a minor 
leak in an insignificant place in the basement 
and on the concrete floor about 40 feet from 
our offices. After a hard rain, my husband 
Terry, would crawl back to “the place” and 
come out with a report we called the Paper 
Towel Report.

“Well?’
“Two paper towels.”
“Oh, good! No big deal.”
That conversation took place about six 

times through each rainy season, which, in 
Washington, lasts from October to June. 
However this January something changed. 
There was a huge rain storm that carried 
on throughout the night and I could hardly 
sleep guessing what the towel count would 
be. Terry headed to the basement the first 
thing the next morning and I was pleasantly 
surprised to hear him say, “One.”

One towel, wow! I was ecstatic as I fixed 
breakfast. I try to be in my office by nine and 
as I headed for my desk, I was greeted with 
a sound we Washingtonians are very familiar 
with, squish, squish, squish. My office was 
flooded! So much for the Paper Towel Report! 
Before I could get to my husband, I heard 
him say a few really bad words and I knew 
that his office was flooded too!

If you’ve ever had a flood in your home, 
you know what has to be done if you plan to 
stay in the residence afterward. Our carpet-
ing had to be ripped up (it was salvageable 
when it dried out) and the padding discarded 
and replaced, and then there were the walls. 

Sheet rock had to be replaced and after it was 
ripped off, the wood frame had to be dried 
out.

There are flood experts that deal with 
this exact problem and they placed huge 
heaters that look and sound like Boeing jet 
engines. 24/7 the monster fans blew hot air 
in the flooded areas until the wet wood and 
carpet were completely dry. The sound was 
unbearable and we had to move our busi-
nesses upstairs.

The experts also used huge de-humidi-
fiers in each room that pull the moisture out 
of the air and any of the people who live in 
the home. (I couldn’t believe how thirsty I 
was all the time, until I realized I was being 
dehumidified!) I truly think if it had taken 
more than the two weeks it took to dry the 
place out, we would look like a couple of 
California raisins.

Now it’s one thing to deal with the 
result of a flood, but one also has to find the 
cause. Another team of experts came with a 

backhoe and dug up the yard and the dirt 
along one side of our house. All the pipe had 
to be replaced (it was broken because of a 
freeze we’d had earlier) with a promise that 
we won’t even have to check on the paper 
towel place.

Two months from the squish, squish, 
squish sound, I am once again in my cozy 
office (I even took the opportunity to 
repaint) happy to know water always wins, 
but with new piping and several thousand 
dollars later, I’ll be staying dry for a very long 
time.

Thank your for reading my column. 
There’s something nice about reading 
about someone else’s misfortune. To see 
more of my columns go here http://hub.
am/1k1OI9H

To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, check 
out www.cluborganized.com. Want to get 
organized? Join the club!

PEOPLE

Gretchen Richter Massey ‘82 Joins Colby-Sawyer College Board of Trustees
Colby-Sawyer College elected Gretchen 
Richter Massey ‘82 of Larchmont, N.Y., 
as a new member of the Board of Trustees 
during the board’s meeting on May 9, 2014.

Massey graduated from Colby-Sawyer 
College with an Associate in Liberal Arts 
degree in 1982. After continuing her edu-
cation at Saint Michael’s College, Massey 
devoted herself to family and service in 
her local community. She is a member of 

Colby-Sawyer College’s President’s Alumni 
Advisory Council and has, with his husband 
Paul J. Massey Jr., hosted several Colby-
Sawyer gatherings in New York for alumni, 
parents, and friends of the New London, 
New Hampshire college. Her mother, 
Cynthia Halliday Holler, graduated from 
Colby Junior College in 1957.

As a student at Colby-Sawyer, Massey 
was a member of the tennis team. She 

received a Sawyer Fellowship for her high 
level of achievement in all aspects of campus 
life. The Fellowship recognizes students who 
have contributed significantly to campus 
life in academic programs, the fine and 
performing arts, athletics, residential life, co-
curricular life, or other educational programs. 
In addition, Massey also served as a student 
academic counselor.

Along with Massey, Pamela Stanley 

Bright ‘61, Deborah L. Coffin ‘76, Margaret 
V. Mulley, and Jonathan J. Pappalardo ‘10 
have been elected as new Board of Trustees 
members.

Colby-Sawyer College, 541 Main 
Street, New London, NH 03257. Tel: (603) 
526-3000. Learn more at www.colby-saw-
yer.edu 
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By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
“Never again!” These 
words are often spoken 
in regards to the Nazi 
Holocaust, along with the 
phrase, “Never forget!” 

But I submit that our society does not 
understand the Nazi Holocaust and 
would not accept legal abortion if it did. 
What specifically is to never happen 
again – Germans killing millions of 
Jews? What if Germany exterminated 
millions of Africans – would we then say 
the Nazi Holocaust was repeating itself? 
If Russians set up concentration camps 
to kill Jews by the millions, would we 
only then say that the Third Reich had 
returned? What if America killed 50 
million unborn human beings – is that 
not akin to Nazi crimes?

The Nazi Holocaust claimed the 
lives of six million Jews and five million 
others, including gypsies, Catholics, 
communists, atheists, homosexuals, etc. 
We need to remember that not only is it 
wrong to exterminate Jews, it is wrong to 
exterminate members of any group.

QUESTION: Should it be accept-
able for a person to state, “This is a 
human being, but it is not a person with 
a right to live equal to ours – he or she 
can be killed for reasons that would 
not justify killing you or me.”? At the 
beginning of a debate over abortion, I 
would like to set a ground rule that pro-
choicers not be allowed to employ this 
argument. Is it not clear that it is impos-
sible for abortion advocates to make 
their case without this evil assertion?

As for the post-Holocaust oath, 
“Never forget,” I don’t think enough 
people currently understand what 
historic lesson they were to not forget. 
“Never again”? Again! I submit that 
legal, widespread abortion means that 
victims of the Nazi Holocaust died in 
vain. Of course, nobody is saying pro-
choicers are as cruel as members of the 
Third Reich, but their ideologies and 
mounds of victims are similar. Offended 
at this comparison, pro-choicers seem 
to reply, “The Nazis only THOUGHT 
Jews were inferior, but fetuses REALLY 
ARE inferior!”

The neurosis of the German people 
was mostly caused by a state-run media 
spewing hateful, anti-Semitic propa-
ganda to an eager, racist audience. The 
pro-choice pathology is largely caused 
by roughly 80 million women and men 

who are the parents of abortion-killed 
children who don’t want to admit it, or to 
have it discussed among others. (Readers 
who doubt that killing unborn babies is 
like killing Jews should watch “Eclipse 
of Reason,” between minutes 10 and 
15 on YouTube. The video graphically 
depicts a second-trimester abortion.)

Abortion is genocide and too many 
pro-choice Jewish people fail to admit 
this. Jewish columnist Ben Stein writes 
in the May, 1998 issue of American 
Spectator magazine:

... [Pro-abortionists] cannot look 
at their handiwork or the handiwork 
they defend. Across the country, they 
shrink from photos of the babies killed 
in abortions. Through their mighty 
political groups, the pro-abortionists 
compel TV stations to refuse advertise-
ments showing partial birth and other 
abortion artifacts. They will not even 
allow viewers (or themselves, I suspect) 
to see what their policies have wrought. 
They are, at least to my mind, like the 
Germans who refused to think about 
what was happening at Dachau and then 
vomited when they saw -- and never 
wanted to see again.

Orthodox Jewish Rabbi Yehuda 
Levin of Brooklyn, New York, a 
prominent pro-life activist, agrees that 
abortion is genocide. He says that it can 
fairly be compared to the Holocaust, 
lynchings and every other crime against 
humanity. The rabbi argues that:

Each form of genocide, whether 

Holocaust, lynching, abortion, etc., 
differs from all the others in the motives 
and methods of its perpetrators. But 
each form of genocide is identical to 
all the others in that it involves the sys-
tematic slaughter, as state sanctioned 
“choice,” of innocent, defenseless victims 
-- while denying their “personhood.”

Rabbi Jacob Neusner is a professor 
of religion at the University of South 
Florida, Tampa, and Bard College, New 
York. He published an article containing 
the following excerpts in the October 
26, 1998, issue of Christianity Today:

... [H]ow is mass abortion in the 
State of Israel such as is practiced by the 
secular (but not the religious) portion of 
the Israeli population not comparable 
to mass murder of Jewish Children in 
German Europe? … As the numbers 
mount up, when do considerations of 
volume enter in and validate calling 
the annihilation of millions of lives a 
Holocaust? I think they do. Here is a 
Holocaust today. Every Jewish child 
born in the State of Israel is a survivor 
of the Holocaust sustained by Israeli 
law. …. The difference is, Germany has 
acknowledged its shame. But for the 
annual annihilation of tens of thousands 
of Jewish children, the State of Israel 
acknowledges nothing.

It appears that not even the majority 
of Jews understands the real lesson of 
the Nazi Holocaust, that all genocide 
is wrong, which could amount to the 
greatest failure of history in history.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to 
ChrisRosty@gmail.com.
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Saturday’s headliners included the British 
blues godfather: John Mayall, surviving 
members of blues-rock heroes Canned 
Heat, and Guitar Shorty. Appearing on 
Saturday and Sunday was C.J. Chenier 
& the Red Hot Louisiana Band. Sunday 
closed with the soulfulness of Swamp 
Dogg and the rollicking pedal-steel expe-
ditions of Robert Randolph.

On Saturday’s Blues stage Canned 
Heat took us on a trip of late sixties 
classic anthems like “On the Road Again” 
“Let’s Work Together,” and “Goin’ Up 
the Country.” Drummer Fito de la Parra” 
ignited the skins, and bassist extraordi-
naire Larry Taylor roared on a rousing 
“Rollin’ and Tumblin,’” that closed 

their set. Note: Sorely missed on guitar 
(for the Heat) was guitar-god Harvey 
Mandel, a longtime favorite of mine 
has been battling cancer for three years, 
and needs to raise significant dollars 
to pay for his doctor bills, see more at: 
www.HelpHarveyMandel.com Guitar 
Shorty, carved his craft playing with 
everyone from T-Bone Walker to Big 
Joe Turner to Little Richard and Sam 
Cooke. Shorty exhumed Jimi Hendrix on 
his set that covered “Hey Joe” as well as 
“The Star Spangled Banner” and closed 
with “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” A 
youthful looking (now eighty years old) 
John Mayall concluded the first day of the 
fest with his attentive blues band of Greg 

Rzab, Rocky Athas, and Jay Davenport. 
Mayall shifted from keyboards, harp and 
guitar performing songs from his 2014 
release “A Special Life.”

Sunday’s blues stage featured 

Swamp Dogg, Tommy Castro, and 
Robert Randolph. I was very moved by 
Jerry Williams Jr. aka Swamp Dogg. The 
Virginia native began writing and pro-
ducing old-school R&B in the fifties. 

Although he makes most of his living 
from royalties (“She’s All I Got” is a 
favorite of country acts,) the seventy-
one-year-old still enjoys performing, 
occasionally with his ninety-two year-old 
mother Vera Lee as his opening act. Cary 
Baker tells me that Swamp Dogg will 
be releasing a new album later this year. 
Based on Swamp Dogg’s tight perfor-
mance - we all should be looking forward 
what he conjures up for 2014, stay tuned. 
Unfortunately I do not have any kind 
words about Tommy Castro’s set. Castro 
has always been a favorite but has reck-
lessly abandoned his affinity for classic 
rhythm and blues, and has turned his unit 
into a hard-nosed rock band. Castro also 
fired his trumpet player and his longtime 
saxophonist Keith Crossan.

Without going on and on, I won’t 
be making any efforts to see the Tommy 
Castro band anytime soon; that is unless 
he changes his act. Wrapping up the 

2014 Simi Valley: Swamp Dogg.

2014 Simi Valley: John Mayall.2014 Simi Valley: Guitar Shorty.

2014 Simi Valley: Big Nate Williams.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

California Simi Valley 25th Anniversary Cajun 
& Blues Music Festival 
May 24th & 25th, 2014 • www.SimiCajun.org/2014/index.html

Continued on page 15
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MUSIC

festival was the always invigorating 
Robert Randolph who rarely disappoints. 
Randolph’s set at Simi Valley was riveting!

For both days the Cajun – Zydeco 
stage was a non-stop party that featured 
well-known bands like: Nathan Williams, 
C.J. Chenier, Dwayne Dopsie, Feufollet 
and others. They also offered two Mardi 
Gras parades, one for each day.

Director of marketing for the 

festival Jeff Newby opined that around 
four-hundred volunteers, sponsors and 
nonprofit organizations had helped make 
the event possible. One-hundred percent 
of the money raised at the festival goes to 
local nonprofit organizations. The festival 
has earned between $40,000 and $65,000 
each year. And since 1998, the Cajun and 
Blues festival has donated an estimated 
$1.6 million to various charities. Newby 
also said that for this 2014 two-day event 
there were nearly twenty thousand paying 
fans that attended this very admirable 
event. Congrats to Simi Valley for their 

twenty-fifth anniversary festival, may 
there be many, many more!

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with his 
Sounds of Blue radio show: http://www.
SoundsofBlue.com; Previously a senior con-
tributing editor at Blues Revue, Blueswax, 
and Goldmine magazines, and Music Editor 
for the Yonkers Tribune and The Westchester 
Guardian. Putignano can be contacted at: 
bob8003@yahoo.com

The Sounds of Blue

 914.288.0188

3 Barker Ave., Marriott Residence Inn,  White Plains

Father’s Day Sunday, June 15
Call for Reservations

Gourmet Cantonese Cuisine
11:30A-9:30P M-F • 11A -9:30P Sat. & Sun.

Traditional Dim Sum Until 5PM Daily • Available for Parties

www.AberdeenWhitePlains.com

Father’s Day, Sunday, June 15th
  

      
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” 
Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES  2 PARTY ROOMS AVAIL. SEATING 75 & 100
 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

Posto 22  •  22 Division Street, New Rochelle, NY      

Mon.-Thurs. 11:30AM-10:30PM 
 Fri 11:30A - 10P  Sat.& Sun. 11:30A - 11P

 
Reserve Now 

For

Father’s Day
Sunday, June 15th

  914.235.2464   
www.Posto22.com  

Lunch & Dinner
Take-Out • Catering

Local Delivery
Parties

Celebrate at Posto 22...

2014 Simi Valley: Canned Heat’s Larry Taylor

Continued from page 14

TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

3D Printing – Process and Game Changer
By JOHN F. McMULLEN
“3D Printing – Maybe 
trinkets – but how in hell can 
you print a house?”

“I don’t know but the 
Chinese just printed 10 of 

them in a single day!” (http://www.con-
structionenquirer.com/2014/04/28/
chinese-firm-prints-10-full-sized-
homes-in-a-day/)!

“What? Come on. How could they do 
that?”

“I don’t know – read the article – and 
an outfit is going to 3D print an entire car in 
just one day at the Int’l Manufacturing & 
Technology Show in Chicago this September 
(http://singularityhub.com/2014/05/15/
what-will-they-3d-print-next-inside-
my-trip-to-local-motors/) – and, according 
to the article, it will be ‘massively customizable. 
You want one seat? Or 5 seats? Electric or gas 
drive? Instead of having Detroit decide what 
options you get, you can decide on everything 
and then hit “Print.” Presto, you’ve got a person-
alized car.’”

Sound like something out of a science 
fiction story? It certainly did to me, even 
after I saw the mind-blowing (at the time) 
video of the 3D printing of a wrench 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ-
aWFYT_SU&feature=youtube_gdata) 
and then of a trachea that could actually 
be put into a human being. (http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zr0HGCZSgE4
&feature=youtube_gdata)

I wasn’t the only one who had diffi-
culty with the concept of three-dimensional 
objects being “printed” – and being “printed” 
with moveable parts. In discussing this at my 
local Barnes and Noble with some retired 
IBM engineers, I found that they are even 
more skeptical than me as they had not seen 
the videos. One of them, a very bright person 
who had worked for years in the Artificial 

Intelligence field (and had developed the first 
computer analysis of an EKG feed that was 
accepted as medically sound), had restricted his 
computer use since retirement to a specific 
business application, game-playing (not-
online), and building PCs – no social media 
and no keeping up to date with such devel-
opments as 3D Printing. When we first 
began to discuss 3D printing, he wasn’t aware 
that the objects produced could have color 
other than the original or could have usable 

moving parts. When told about the wrench 
and then the building of houses, he said 
“that’s amazing” – and then, when he read the 
beginning of “The Big Dummies Guide to 
3D Printing,” he said “It’s not only amazing; 
it’s a game changer” – as I wrote earlier, he’s 
very smart! He recognized immediately that 
this innovation has the potential to have 
earth-shaking impact on the manufacturing 
and construction industries.

To get my mind around any of this, 

I realized that I had to change not only 
my understanding of printing as a two-
dimensional only process but to re-evaluate 

the whole “processes of communication and 
manufacturing.”

Continued on page 16
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We have always understood the process 
of product development as the conception 
of a product by a human being followed by 
the design document (drawing or writing) 
followed by the specification for the manu-
facturing of the product followed possibly by 
the production of a prototype and then the 
actual manufacturing of the product. This 
whole process may be both time consuming 
and expensive.

To review the steps:
Idea
Design
Manufacturing Specification
Manufacturing
Product
However, it might be helpful if we 

simply looked at the process as:
Idea
Design
Necessary Technology
Product
If we look at it this way, all innovation 

back to the printing press (and even beyond) 
is the same conceptually – only the tech-
nology changes. Simply, the technology is 
only what turns the idea and design into a 
product. As the technology becomes even 
more and more powerful (and this is now a 
constant geometric increase), we will see more 
and more developments that appear to be 

science fiction.
This process, using available technology, 

translates an idea into a product. As soon 
as our earliest ancestors realized the need 
to communicate they developed language 
and the drawing of pictures and diagrams. 
At some point thereafter, the first written 
languages appeared and the learned class, 
scribes and monks, began to laboriously 
write down the stories that had been verbally 
passed along and we had ideas translated 
through this new technology, “writing,” into 
books that could be kept and read by later 
scholars.

The next breakthrough came around 
1455AD when Johannes Guttenberg had 
reliable and effective printing presses in use. 
This development slowly led to mass educa-
tion as anyone who could learn to read could 
gather the knowledge that had previously 
only been available to monks and scholars.

With the advent of the printing press, 
the way humans learned changed. In John 
Naughton’s 2012 “From Guttenberg to 
Zuckerberg: Disruptive Innovation in the 
Age of the Internet” (highly recommended), he 
first quotes Neil Postman, in his 1996 “The 
Disappearance of Childhood,” as pointing 
out that before printing, all human com-
munication occurred in a social context 
and then writing “But with the printed book, 
another tradition began: the isolated reader and 
his private eye. Orality became muted and the 
reader and his response became separated from 
a social context. The reader retired within his 

own mind and, from the sixteenth century to 
the present, what most readers have required of 
others is their absence or, if not that, their silence. 
In reading, both the writer and the reader enter 
into a conspiracy of sorts against social presence 
and consciousness.”

Naughton then exposes us to 
Maryanne Wolf who, in her 2008 “Proust 
and the Squid: The Story and Science of 
the Reading Brain,” points out that, in the 
few thousand years of reading, this inven-
tion (reading) “changed the way our brains are 
organized which in turn altered the way our 
species evolved.” Naughton says that her view 
is supported by recent findings of neurosci-
entists who have discovered “the astonishing 
plasticity of the brain” which modifies the way 
it works each time a new skill is developed. 
He quotes Wolf further “Reading can be 
learned only because of the brain’s plastic design 
and, when reading takes place, that individual 
brain is changed forever, both physiologically and 
intellectually.”

So, in short, we have the same 
movement of idea to product but now it is 
a new technology supporting it, “printing,” 
and we call the unit that produces the final 
product a “printer” – and the printer produces 
two-dimensional output because the words 
(and, later, pictures) are also two-dimensional.

Over the centuries, we have made 
incremental progress in going from idea to 
production through advances in technol-
ogy (typewriter, word processing, high-speed 
printers, and self publishing) but it has still 
been the same process of converting ideas to 
two-dimensional output.

Now, however, we have developed 
technology to the level that we can convert 
ideas involving three-dimensional products 
directly to the products themselves – and, 
since we have called the device that actual 
produces the product for hundreds of years 
a “printer,” we now call the device that 
produces the new type of product a “3D 
Printer.”

There is much to learn about this new 
technology, while continuing to enhance it. 
There are many output media (similar to 
paper with a two dimensional printer) that 
can be used from a Styrofoam-type material 
to metals and the development of the tech-
nology will be rapid.

There are also overriding legal 
issues that must be dealt with (see “The 
next Napster? Copyright questions as 
3D printing comes of age” -- http://
arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2011/04/
the-next-napster-copyright-questions-
as-3d-printing-comes-of-age/). A major 
issue is copyright. For an item to be 3D 
printed, there must be a specification to the 
printer. This specification can come in two 
main ways:

The scanning of an object – similar to 
the printing of the wrench referenced above. 
The scanning is really the development of 
a specification from the original item – a 
“reverse engineering” of the original item. 
This scanning may be done by an MRI or 
any other scanner able to render a complete 
specification.

The total or partial development of 
the specification using a computer design 

program (such as “AutoCAD”) to either 
produce the specification from scratch or 
to modify a previously scanned specification 
or one that had been developed earlier from 
scratch.

One can only dream of the lawsuits 
that will ensue and the research necessary 
to determine items that might be violating 
copyright. As my engineer friend said “This 
is a Game Changer.”

Our challenge is write, understand, and 
administer, the rules of the new game and 
deal with its ramifications – the negatives, 
such as, elimination of many, many manu-
facturing and construction jobs, as well as the 
positives, such as the ability to turn ideas into 
products at speeds never before thought of, 
the probable cost-reduction in the products 
now produced in this manner, the possibility 
of providing shelter to impoverished areas or 
those affected by natural disasters … the list 
goes on and on. In short, “Toto, I’ve a feeling 
we’re not in Kansas anymore” (The Wizard of 
Oz’ -- 1939)
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.
John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio broad-
casts at www.johnmac13.comhttp://www.
johnmac13.com/.

TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

3D Printing – Process and Game Changer
Continued from page 15

GovernmentSection
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

By Mayor PETER 
SWIDERSKI
Enough going on that 
an update was merited. 
Grass not being picked up, 
downtown gas mess, safety 

in the summer, and a brief disquisition on 
deers and sex.

Grass, Suddenly, 
Becomes an Issue

Lawn grass, that is. Specifically, grass 
clippings. Leaves, branches, brush and 
cut grass are gathered by our DPW and 
trucked to Yonkers for disposal. Last week, 
Yonkers declared (without any notice) that 

they would no longer accept grass clippings. 
They have since walked that edict back and 
have decided to accept grass again. For now. 
Yonkers is under no obligation to accept cut 
grass from us, so we remain vulnerable to 
another change of mind. We are looking to 
alternatives (just in case), but none are cheap, 
all are further away and there are only a few 
score households who don’t grasscycle or use 
services that remove the grass themselves so 
it may not make sense for us to incur a huge 
expense if it comes to that. Which segues 
nicely to facing reality here. Grass clippings 
are only a problem when they are removed 
from your lawn. Cut by a mulching mower 
or a mulching blade, the clippings disappear 
quickly and yield the additional benefits that 

the lawn needs less fertilizer (think about it 
for a second: you’re removing plant material 
rich in the nutrients that made the plant in 
the first place) and you can use cut grass as 
mulch as well on your plant beds (as long 
as you haven’t sprayed them recently with 
herbicide, which you probably shouldn’t do 
much anyway). More info here . The long 
and the short of it is that we don’t know if 
Yonkers will suddenly stop accepting our 
clippings again and we may not be able to do 
much about it if they do. It is best to begin 
to adopt grasscycling behaviors now at your 
own speed while you still have a chance and 
choice.

No More Plastic Bags 
and Styrofoam

The Board of Trustees passed a law 
last night outlawing carryout plastic bags 
and styrofoam in the Village. The law 

(here) won’t take effect for six months and 
you will be hearing plenty about this in the 
upcoming months. We join several com-
munities in Westchester (Larchmont, Rye, 
Mamaroneck) in outlawing bags, and we 
are in the vanguard on outlawing styrofoam 
containers. The decision came after much 
thoughtful input from both sides on the 
issue. The Village will actively work with the 
Conservation Committee on implementa-
tion, including the distribution of reusable 
bags (the preferred option to paper bags) 
and working with merchants to minimize 
discomfort.

Downtown Disruption
There will be an ongoing series of exca-

vations downtown, starting with Spring 
Street, as one-hundred-year-old gas mains 
are replaced. The timing is indeed unfortu-
nate given the Warburton Avenue Bridge 

work underway, and unexpected in that 
Con Ed responded to repeated leaking gas 
complaints and identified a systemic issue 
they felt was sufficiently urgent to deter-
mine an immediate replacement of the 
antique mains. These stresses don’t help our 
downtown merchants whatsoever, and I ask 
that you compensate by making a special 
effort to shop downtown and keep your 
dollars local and the merchants open during 
this tough time. The downtown is only lively 
and populated if we all shop there. So please 
do so.

Summertime Home 
Safety

Summer is the time for vacation and 
also a reminder that warm weather can 
lead to ground-level windows and doors 
left unlocked. As safe as this Village is, no 

Continued on page 17
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By BOB K. BOGEN
OK, OK. So Obama caved 
again. Who’s perfect?

But he will always be 
known as the president who 
finally beat the odds and 

defeated the most serious and extended 
campaign by the so-called “Right,” the 
Republican Party and their Mad Hatters 
of the Tea Party, in his successful creation of 
the historic push toward national health care 
with his Obama Care. Perhaps honesty will 
somehow lead them to a more accurate party 
title. Perhaps the Royalist Party.

And possibly, out of their great respect 
for a rapidly declining endangered species, 
they might shed their huge logo elephant, 
whose similar demise they may wish to 
stave off for themselves, by adopting as their 
symbol the Fox in the chicken coop, or the 
wild tusked boar, or just an obese pig.

Perhaps they could wear their Mad 
Hatters top hats, if not dunce caps, to all 
official meetings and even secret caucuses 
in order to signal their abandonment of the 
Republican Party’s first big leader, Abraham 
Lincoln and his principals of decency 
and progress. Clearly the Royalists’ prin-
cipal hopes for victory in 2014 and 2016 
national elections in getting themselves 
in and that Black man out of “Our White 
House,” have been washed away by millions 
of the American people in their choice for 
Affordable Health Care. Obama’s forecast 
that, after the Affordable Health Care is 
accepted, he will lose the Royalists’ favorite 
title of the program, “Obama Care.”

After all the other false starts, aside 
from the grotesque billion dollar attempt 
to destroy “Obama Care;” and the Foxy 
[Network] Boars belated attempts to pin the 
old Benghazi tail on the donkey, or at least 
the nearest, most available female Clinton; 
and the grotesque so-called “Second 
Amendment” right of all Americans, regard-
less of their mental condition to bear arms, 
perhaps including bazookas and other 
military weapons in schools churches, bars, 
and any public building, they have moved 
on. Perhaps they took seriously the poster 

a few years ago that proclaimed the Second 
Amendment for all except our Iraq Conflict 
greatest war criminal, Dick Cheney, who you 
probably recall shot a friend in a hunting 
accident.

But finally they did stumble on to a 
real problem, intolerable delays at Veterans 
Administration (VA) Hospitals. These 
problems are serious, and extend back at 
least a decade to the flow home by returning 
veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

My own contact with the VA goes back 
fifty years since my return to the US from 
military service in the Far East. That VA 
experience has been quite positive in many 
respects, if not always up to the high profes-
sional level of some civilian medicine.

My older son has served as a consult-
ing architect for various hospital systems 
including the VA. As described in my earlier 
column on this issue, my wife has provided 
decades of significant professional services 
in the local VA hospital, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Hospital in Montrose. She set up 
systems and continuing clinical treatment in 
a doctor training setting and in a unit dealing 
with PTSD as well as alcohol and drug 
addiction.

At the time of her scheduled retire-
ment in the late 1990s she saw, first hand, 
the elimination of such services. This was in 
part the result of reduced demand due to the 
decline of aging Viet Nam veterans, but also 
the major budget balancing cuts by president 
Clinton.

The character of the following wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan has produced entirely 
new medical demands including the massive 
use of Improvised Explosive Devices, IEDs, 
that require expensive extended treatment.

The pervasive news references to vague 
Washington “dysfunction” or other vague 
euphemisms are infuriating.

The failure to provide truly adequate 
VA funding is no confusing mystery, it is just 
another example of the anarchist policies of 
the Republican Party. The related grotesque 
and pervasive statements and actions carry 
out a nearly universal ban on government 
actions and funding, unless actions are to the 

benefit of the party’s corporate funders.
Of course significant increases in VA 

funding could not be prevented. But the 
video accounts of many Republican leaders 
vigorously demanding less funding of the 
VA sharply contradict the current outraged 
demand for more services and less delays. 
Local examples of needs for funding 
include the closing of the Manhattan VA 
hospital and the essential closing of the VA 
Westchester hospital at Montrose. These 
major facilities cannot easily be recovered. 
The loss of facilities, staff, and administra-
tive capacity is extreme. These are clearly 
enormous financial problems.

If it could have been discovered that 
General Shinseki not only knew of the great 
financial needs and did not seek adequate 
funding, his retirement was appropriate. 
But this is the man who as Army Chief of 
Staff explained to Congress that invading 
and occupying Iraq was no cakewalk and 
would involve hundreds of thousands of 
troops. This was in direct contradiction to 
Republican assurances in their efforts to 
initiate that obscene war, and when he surely 
knew they would force him out as Army 

Chief of Staff. That is judgment, honesty, 
and character.

All in all it would be understand-
able that, as a good soldier, after a long and 
honorable career, seeing the president in 
the midst of many serious international and 
other decisions, General Shinseki might 
fall-on-his- sword to reduce the particular 
scheduling inabilities of the VA weighing on 
the president, and submit his resignation.

The president’s error was to accept the 
resignation, and throw Shinseki under-the-
bus. It looked too much like President Nixon 
firing his key aides in the hope of preventing 
his approaching impeachment, or that other 
more recent outrageous executive, Governor 
Christie of New Jersey, firing many key 
aides, in the hope of saving his presidential 
hopes, his continuation as Governor, or at 
least his status as a free man after Bridgegate, 
Tunnelgate, and Sandygate, etc.

As late as May 30th it was reported 
that a major Republican leader, the Speaker 
of the Federal House of Representatives, 
John Boehner resisted the cries for ouster of 
Shinseki. But the president indicated that his 
final decision was pushed by key members of 

his own party, who had already caved in to 
the Republican partisan activists, apparently 
fearing Tea Party votes in primaries and final 
elections.

Neither the improvement of the VA or 
other national issues will be resolved until we 
correct the disastrous flaws in Republican 
voter suppression that might provide a more 
representative Congress, perhaps even a 
move to obtain a decent Supreme Court, 
and even destroy the intolerable results of 
Gerrymandering with proportional repre-
sentation using Choice Balloting. Sure, so 
don’t hold your breath, but at least throw the 
bums out on Election Day.

Bob Bogen served as comprehensive long-range 
facilities planning director for the New York 
Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission; 
as planning director for the New England 
Regional Commission; as a major United Nations 
official in Pakistan; Board Chairman of the 
Communications Coordinating Committee for 
the United Nations; and Principal Representative 
of Architects / Designers / Planners for Social 
Responsibility to the United Nations.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

place is immune to burglary and the Police 
Department urges you to practice common 
sense (as in, lock up, please) and also to fill 
in a “vacation form” (here)when you leave 
for a week so the officers can keep an eye on 

your house in your absence. Ultimately, the 
few pairs of eyes that the Police have out at 
any given point can never cover the Village 
and so if you hear something just not right or 
see something askew, pick up the phone and 
give them a call (478-2344) with your obser-
vation. They appreciate the assistance (truly, 
they do) and you’ll feel like a hero if you help 
stop a crime from happening (actually, that’s 

one of the definitions of hero, I think).

Deer, Birds and Bees
It is birthing season and many of you 

may see newborn fawns wobbling around. In 
a few cases, some of you may have seen ear-
tagged deer with a fawn in tow. This is NOT 
an indication that the Immunocontraception 
project has failed. Without getting into too 

graphic a birds-and-bees discussion here, 
the darting took place three months ago. 
Mating season was about eight months 
ago. (Yes. Deer were darted while they were 
pregnant.) Those darted does should now 
be immunized from getting pregnant again 
this Fall, 2014 and Fall 2015. It will be far 
more interesting and noteworthy if you are 
observing tagged deer with fawns next June. 

This time around, its just biology taking its 
normal course.

On that note, time to call it a night. 
Questions or thoughts, always feel free to 
drop me a line.

Peter Swiderski is mayor of the Village of 
Hastings-on-Hudson. Direct email to Mayor@
hastingsgov.org.

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

Message from the Mayor

THE BOGEN PERSPECTIVE

Politics Wins Over Sanity Again

Continued from page 16

http://www.hastingsgov.org/Pages/HastingsNY_Police/policevacation
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GREG BALL’S CORNER

President Obama, the Enemy from Within?
By Senator GREG BALL
“The image of an American 
President cheerfully 
hugging an anti-Ameri-
can, terror sympathizer, in 

the Rose Garden, is enough to make good 
Americans cry. Three days before Robert 
Bergdahl stood at the White House 
with President Obama, he tweeted, ‘God 

will repay for the death of every Afghan 
child, ameen.’ Let’s be perfectly clear, the 
White House Staff knew this history 
and more. Furthermore, the President 
certainly knew these details, as he stood 
by this terror sympathizer and report-
ing now indicates that the President 
knew a whole lot more. The White 
House orchestrated all of this as news 
broke that the President had exchanged 

5 Taliban terrorists, to be free to strike 
again against innocent Americans. If 
it becomes certain that this ex service 
member was an American deserter 
with American blood on his hands, and 
this President did indeed exchange 5 
Taliban terrorists for his head, than one 
thing is clear: President Obama is the 
enemy from within. I call on my fellow 
Americans in New York and beyond to 

push their Congressional representatives 
to use all legal means available to hold 
this failed President accountable. This 
dangerous precedent was made without 
Congressional approval and sets a new 
low in negotiating with terrorists. We can 
only hope that this President purpose-
fully weakened our homeland security 
simply to expedite the political agenda of 
shutting down ‘Gitmo,’ for the alternative 
is an evil President manipulating execu-
tive authority to put innocent Americans 
at risk. God bless America and may true 

patriots and decent elected officials, unite 
across party lines, to hold this reckless 
President completely accountable,” said 
Senator Greg Ball.

New York State Senator Greg Ball (R, 
C, I –Patterson), Chairman of the Senate 
Veterans, Homeland Security and Military 
Affairs Committee represents New York 
State’s 40th District, which includes the 
communities within Dutchess, Putnam, and 
Westchester Counties

GOVERNMENT

Controversy Over Al-Anon Bus Stopover Enroute to Stepping Stones Museum for Children
By RICH MONETTI
On May 20th, The Bedford 
Town Board met for the 
second of its two monthly 
meetings and began with 

the recognition received from the New 
York State Town Clerk’s Association. 
“Lisbeth ‘Boo’ Fumagalli was selected 
by her peers as the Town Clerk of the 
year,” noted Supervisor Chris Burdick in 
reading the letter he received last week.

His appreciation didn’t require 
many words but conveyed a sentiment 
that was equated by the Town Board’s 
applause. “I’d like to commend Boo for 
a job very well done,” noted Supervisor 
Burdick.

The meeting then got down to 
business with public comment – the 
previous accolades not providing much 
barrier to a brewing controversy. The 
historic home of Bill and Lois Wilson, 
co-founders of Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Al-Anon, had their home converted 
into the Stepping Stones Museum for 
Children. The museum had requested 
the use of the Katonah commuter lot 
to park a single busload of visitors for 
shuttle to the children’s museum. “The 

passengers are coming from Newark 
for a tour because they are in the region 
to attend the First Latin Al-Anon, 
Ala-Teen convention,” stated Stepping 
Stone Museum Executive Director Sally 
Corbett’s letter to the Board.

That brought Leslie Timmy of 69 
Oak Road to the podium. “Our neigh-
borhoods would be adversely affected 
by many shuttle buses; they would 
generate a disturbance on the busy July 
4th weekend.

A second concern centered on the 
people coming up from Newark and 
whether their presence would represents 
an unspecified safety risk to the com-
munity. “What happens after they get 
off the bus,” she queried the board. Will 
Stepping Stones be able to account for 
each person’s whereabouts throughout 
the day?

Leslie Timmy additionally voiced 
concern that this weekend jaunt could 
become the basis for annual exchanges of 
this manner, while respectfully request-
ing that the board carefully weigh the 
issues at hand. But when the Board 
officially took up the manner later, the 
controversy was meet with less restraint.

Supervisor Burdick insisted that the 
issue at hand was the request to park in 
the lot and the shuttling situation was 
not up for discussion.

To which, from the podium, Greg 
DiNapoli implored, “But we are discuss-
ing it now.”

Deferring on the resident’s agita-
tion, Supervisor Burdick reiterated the 
board’s position. “We are offering the 
town the opportunity to discuss the 
shuttle buses at the next meeting,” said 
Burdick.

Circling back toward the agenda, 
Public Works Commissioner Kevin 
Winn presented the town’s standing 
in regards to the state’s storm water 
mandate. “Towns like Bedford must 
control and regulate storm water runoff 
to protect the quality of surface water,” 
said Winn.

Thus helping to ensure the safety 
of the New York City Watershed by the 
collective effort of the communities who 
painstakingly undertook to maintain the 
water quality. Winn could only hope 
that other communities have received 
a passing grade as well. But Board 
Member Francis Corcoran lamented the 

two-tiered evaluation rating. “I hoped 
there would be a positive comment to go 
with all the work we do,” said Corcoran. 
“It’s ridiculous that it’s just pass/fail.”

Nonetheless, Burdick thanked 
Winn and moved onto the recent New 
York State Home Rule law that requires 
towns to maintain historic cemeteries. 
In accompaniment, the initiative allows 
municipalities the option to access 
funding from revenue generating cem-
eteries for the cost of upkeep.

In accordance, Burdick motioned 
to transfer $12,000 in “excess funds” 
from the Chichester Cemeteries to 
meet town’s obligations. As such, Board 
Member Peter A. Chryssos lightheart-
edly hesitated to verify that his place on 
the board did not represent a conflict 
of interest. “As a future occupant of 
Chichester, I just want to make sure…,” 
quipped Chryssos.

Town Attorney Joel Sachs allayed 
Chryssos’ concerns. “There is no direct 
conflict, the cemetery must be main-
tained either way,” said Sachs.

Finally, the board addressed the 
safety of a building left ravaged by fire 
at 109 Stonebridge Lane. Building 

Inspector Steven Fraietta thus deemed it 
unsafe on a number of grounds.

Severely damaged by the fire, rotting 
due to water damage and becoming 
rodent infested, it’s easy accessibility 
via the garage and open windows stood 
out most prominently to Fraietta. “If 
somebody wanders in, they are at risk, as 
are the first responders who may arrive 
at the scene for rescue,” said Fraietta.

Nonetheless, since the structure is 
considered “a risk to public safety”, and 
not an “eminent danger,” due process 
prevents immediate action. “We do have 
to protect the Chapter 42 Rights of the 
owner,” advised Burdick.

As a result, the Board agreed to set a 
date at which the owner must have plans 
in place to raze the structure.

Otherwise, for expediency sake, the 
Board authorized the building inspec-
tor to seek competitive bids so the town 
can demolish the structure in the event 
that the owner fails to meet the to be 
set, deadline date. “The town would then 
bill the owner for the cost,” Burdick 
concluded.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003. He lives in Westchester County.

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
At this time of year, I am 
a keen observer of com-
mencement addresses, 
having spent weeks 

writing one to deliver at the Bronxville 
High School graduation of 2008. It was 
the honor of my life.

This past month, I was struck first by 
the number of extremely accomplished, 
ground breaking, brave people who were 
disinvited or respectfully backed out as 

commencement speakers after student 
and/or faculty protests.

Smith College missed out on one 
of the world’s most prominent and 
powerful women, Christine Legarde, 
because, “she leads an imperialistic 
and patriarchal system,” according to 
student organizers and just listening to 
her would be paramount to endorse-
ment. What a lost moment to hear the 

triumphs and travails of a fellow woman 
who has navigated a traditionally male 
sphere.

To her credit, the President of Smith 
College, Kathleen McCartney, refused 
to rescind the invitation stating that she 
is, “committed to leading a college where 
differing views can be heard and debated 
with respect.” However, Ms. Legarde 
cancelled given the protests.

A similar situation occurred at 
Rutgers when Condoleeza Rice grace-
fully bowed out after not only students 
but the faculty council said just listening 
to her, “was encouraging a world that 
justifies torture.”

Completing the First Amendment 
repression hat trick, Haverford 
College caused Robert Burgeneau, 
former Chancellor of the University of 

Freedom and Tolerance
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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California, Berkeley to withdraw as com-
mencement speaker. Students wanted 
him, as condition of attendance, to 
formally apologize for allowing police to 
use batons at an Occupy protest in 2011. 
Truth be told, Chancellor Burgeneau 
actually launched an investigation after 
being disturbed by a videotape of the 
baton use.

Two commencement speakers who 
were concerned by this recent trend chose 
to speak to the subject: former Princeton 
President William Bowen who pinch hit 
at Haverford for Chancellor Burgeneau 
and Mayor Michael Bloomberg, first 
choice at Harvard.

Titling his speech, “Don’t Major in 
Intolerance,” Mayor Bloomberg ques-
tioned how we got to the point where 
the First Amendment only exists if free 
speech conforms to one’s own view.

To paraphrase, Mayor Bloomberg 
believes universities and even high 
schools lie at the heart of the American 
experiment in democracy and should 
be the meeting place of two values: 
freedom and tolerance. Places of educa-
tion should be the nexus where people of 
all backgrounds and beliefs can come to 
study and debate ideas freely and openly.

To illustrate his concern about 
the lack of intellectual diversity on 

many college campuses, he noted that 
in the 2012 Presidential race 96% of 
all campaign contributions from Ivy 
League faculty went to Barack Obama. 
To quote Mr. Bloomberg, “Diversity 
of gender, ethnicity and orientation is 
important but a university cannot be 
great if its faculty is homogeneous,” or as 
he said even more succinctly, “A liberal 
arts education must not be an education 
in the art of liberalism.”

At Haverford, Dr. Bowen made the 
point that prior to the recent contro-
versies, historically someone’s presence 
at a university to speak never implied 
that there was agreement by the uni-
versity or any component of it, with all 
of the views or actions of a speaker. To 
hold to that standard would effectively 
preclude any person in an active public 
life. Dr. Bowen believed that Chancellor 
Burgeneau was condemned by a self-
chosen jury without hearing any counter 
arguments.

This brings to mind the Duke men’s 
lacrosse case when 88 faculty members 
signed a letter implying the charges 
against the players were true just two 
weeks after the incident and no formal 
evidence. The highly educated faculty 
members completely ignored the pre-
sumption of innocence that is entitled 

to every American. In the end, the 
University was forced to recompense the 
young men with settlements in the tens 
of millions of dollars.

Father Theodore Hesburgh, the 
legendary President of Notre Dame, 
probably handled these situations best 
when he defended President Obama’s 
right to speak at Notre Dame despite 
some very different social views.

Speaking in defense of the Obama 
invitation, President Hesburgh said, 
“that Notre Dame was both a lighthouse 
where the beliefs of the Church could be 
promulgated without qualification and 
a crossroads where people of every faith 
and every belief could come to discuss 
controversial issues and learn from each 
other.”

I believe we must be diligent in 
making sure our children’s schools 
and our own alma maters encour-
age openness to many points of view, 
mutual respect when all minds are not 
in agreement, encourage vigorous and 
fair debate and the art of listening. If 
students attend our institutions and 
leave with ears and minds closed, we 
have all failed.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a sug-
gestion or comment, direct your perspective 
by e-mail to: mayor@vobny.com .

FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment $1700/month     
Beautiful, Newly Renovated Studio $1150/month                                                  

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops • Laundry On-Site
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

914.632.1230

-

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

OFFICE SPACE: 
470 Sq. Ft. Rent $850/Month

1160 Sq. Ft. Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:
950 Sq. Ft. Rent $3250 /Month 

1200 Sq. Ft. Rent $2950/ Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Call for Details: 

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 Freedom and Tolerance
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.94,-73.8261111111&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.94,-73.8261111111 (Bronxville%2C New York)&t=h
mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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By NANCY KING
As those two Westchester 
guys, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and Westchester 
County Executive Rob 
Astorino continue to 

crisscross New York State, pleading 
for support from voters and donors 
alike, they’ve both taken time away 
from their busy campaign schedules 
to criticize each other’s endorsements 
by those all too important minor 
party lines. A little over a week ago, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo was caught 
fibbing about whether or not he would 
accept the endorsement of the state’s 
Independence Party line. It will be hard 
to forget that the Governor waxed that 
he would be considering seeking that 
endorsement at a later date only to 
have it revealed that as he made that 
statement, he had already accepted that 
very endorsement. Dumb.

Round two involves Governor 
Cuomo seeking and receiving the 
endorsement of the progressive 

Working Families Party (WFP). That 
endorsement however didn’t come to 
Cuomo quite as easily as it did four 
years ago. Champions of labor and 
economics, WFP had no problem with 
informing Cuomo that he’s been weak 
on both fronts. Labor believes that 
Cuomo has done little to protect and 
nurture the rights of those working 
New Yorkers who belong to a union. 
WFP members also are not happy with 
Cuomo’s lack of movement in increas-
ing the minimum wage of workers in 
New York. In essence the WFP pretty 
much told ole’ Andrew Cuomo that 
he was a poor excuse for a progres-
sive. So after some mediation brokered 
by progressive sweetheart Mayor Bill 
DiBlasio of New York City, Cuomo 
finally got the nod from the WFP. 
There will be some support of other 
Democratic candidates in return and 
a second look at the Dream Act and 
naturally the exploration of raising the 
minimum wage.

It wasn’t smooth sailing for 
Governor Cuomo after accepting this 

endorsement though, out of the blue; 
he seemed to have a challenger who 
was announcing that she would like to 
primary the Governor because she was 
the true liberal. Enter Zephyr Teachout, 
a Fordham University Professor who 
on the heels of the WFP endorse-
ment, claimed that she was the liberal 
savior that New York needs and if she 
had some money, she could easily beat 
the Governor. But where did she come 
from and who sent this woman? Is she 
a plant from the Astorino camp? At 
this point nothing would surprise me. 
Nothing would make the Republican 
challenger happier than pulling 
Democratic votes away from an enor-
mously popular incumbent Governor. 
As for Astorino himself, he has con-
tinued on his anti-Cuomo campaign 
by insinuating the deal that was made 
with the WFP and the state senate is 
not only unethical but had the word 
bribery written all over it. Neither can-
didate is as pure as the driven snow. But 
seriously, if one were to pose a question 
for the Republicans and Conservatives; 

what’s so wrong with an increase in 
a decent minimum wage? And the 
Dream Act; is it really going to plunge 
the state off the edge of a cliff? As for 
campaigning for the rest a party, doesn’t 
it make more sense to stand united as 
one party? Those are just a few ques-
tions that the Republicans aren’t too 
keen on answering as of yet.

Despite all of the kvetching 
about Cuomo picking up minor party 
endorsements, the Astorino/Moss 
ticket picked up their own minor party 
nod from the Conservative Party last 
weekend as well. Promising to repeal 
Common Core, reversing the gun law 
that limits assault weapons and the halt 
of public corruption makes Astorino 
the darling of the Conservatives. 
Calling the Governor’s administration 
corrupt, Astorino has publicly stated 
that with Cuomo’ acceptance of the 
Independence and Working Family’s 
Party endorsements, the Governor 
has signed the death warrant for 
the freedom and liberty of all New 
Yorkers. As a matter of fact, members 
of the Astorino campaign have made 
statements that third party endorse-
ments are meaningless in a race this 

important. Well here is a big discon-
nect; why did Astorino quietly seek out 
the Independence Party’s statewide and 
endorsement (which he vehemently 
denies)? And, if they were so inconse-
quential to him in his re-election bid 
for Westchester County Executive, 
why did he not so quietly “raid” the 
Westchester Independence Party, 
enrolling thousands of Republican 
voters and operatives as new members 
of that Independence Party. That “raid” 
is currently being heard in Federal 
Court so that more or less negates 
Astorino’s dismissal of minor parties 
and their importance during an 
election cycle.

Sadly enough it is only June and 
this negative campaigning already has 
voters on both sides weary. Petitions 
are still being circulated, and both 
sides aren’t even close to the certifica-
tion process at the Boards of Elections 
but the finger pointing is just getting 
started.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter operat-
ing out of Westchester County.

The Endorsement Battle 2.0
CAMPAIGN TRAIL

PRISONER EXCHANGE

Epic Fail: We Should Have Swapped Gwyneth
By LUKE HAMILTON
We made the wrong 
exchange. In exchange for 
Bergdahl the Deserter, we 
sent five of the most dan-

gerous criminals behind bars to Qatar, 
where they will inevitably be released to 
return to their Taliban rat-holes. To say 
this was an idiotic decision is to unfairly 
disparage idiots everywhere…

This “swap” is mind-boggling 
because of who we gave up, not because 
we made an offer to get Bergdahl the 
Deserter. I want the Deserter in custody, 
that way he can answer for his coward-
ice and be sentenced for his crimes. This 
will not assuage the grief felt by those 
families who lost a soldier during efforts 
to retrieve the Deserter, but it might 
offer some slight comfort to know that 
the mission was accomplished and 
justice was served. So the fact that we 
obtained the Deserter is excellent; the 
price we paid is abysmal, both in lives 
lost and prisoners sprung.

If I were President, I would have 
taken a completely different approach. 
I would’ve sent them Gwyneth Paltrow. 
Not alone, of course. I would have 
included Charlize Theron, Tom Cruise, 
and Kanye. I would have dressed them 
up in orange jumpsuits and put black 
bags over their heads until they got to 
Qatar. Once the Taliban got over their 
initial surprise, those goat herders would 
be more star-struck than pissed. I’m sure 
that every one of their training camps 
has a prized copy of Risky Business, 
Mighty Joe Young, or Emma on VHS 
for Mujahedeen Movie Night. (“Don’t 
forget Ali, you can’t come to movie night 
unless you get measured for your burkha 
disguise first!”)

It goes without saying that each 
of these brave Americans would be 
willing to make this trade, given that 
they are so well-acquainted with the 
cost of war. Their orders would be to 
overpower their captors with their 
celebrity, while gleaning crucial “intel” 

about the inner workings of the Taliban. 
In many ways, they’ve been training 
for this mission their whole lives. Each 
day as they manage their Twitter feed 
and wade through mobs of camera-
wielding paparazzi, they come face to 
face with the stark equivalent of war and 
desolation. Those times spent in air-con-
ditioned trailers—stocked with anything 
and everything they could ever want—
waiting for a director to signal the start 
of filming for the day, have honed their 
ability to handle deprivation on the 
front lines. All of those hours spent 
sipping champagne backstage before a 
concert have taught them the meaning 
of sacrifice and honor.

Does anyone remember when a fair 
number of our entertainers actually were 
hard-working, honorable Americans 
who understood the value of sacrifice 
without taking their fanciful lives so 
seriously? Folks like Mickey Rooney, 
who served in the military during 
WW2 and used his talent to encourage 

and entertain our boys in battle. J.D. 
Salinger, who landed on the beaches 
of Normandy with 6 chapters of then-
unpublished Catcher in the Rye in his 
pocket and helped liberate France 
from the Nazis. Jimmy Stewart and the 
“Splendid Splinter” Ted Williams, who 
left careers, family, and fame to put their 
lives on the line for this country. And 
who can forget The King? “The army can 
do anything it wants with me…Millions 
of other guys have been drafted, and I 
don’t want to be different from anyone 
else,” said Elvis upon enlistment in the 
Army in 1958.

We still have the occasional Pat 
Tillman and Gary Sinise, but they 
are few and far between. For the most 
part, our entertainers and athletes can’t 
be bothered with personal sacrifice and 
their sense of honor has been so atro-
phied that they can—with a straight 
face—compare their superficial, shallow 
lives to the lives of those who stand 
between us and the horrors of war. So 
I say, swoop up Cruise, Paltrow, and the 
rest in the middle of the night, ziptie-
and-hood them, let them wakey-wakey 
in the tent of the Mullahs, and see how 

their concept of “war” stacks up. In the 
meantime, we can farm out their palatial 
estates (see here, here, and here) to 
returning troops and their families to 
enjoy some well-deserved R & R.

The true celebrities of this Republic 
have never been the prating jackasses 
who rake in millions for entertaining; 
but the men in uniform who go looking 
for the Bad Guy, in order to protect and 
preserve our freedom. God bless our 
troops.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right- 
wing, Christian constitutionalist. When 
not penning columns for ClashDaily.
com, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands of 
liberty-starved citizens from the progres-
sive gulags of Illinois to [relative] freedom. 
Hamilton is the creative mind/voice behind 
Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at 
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.
com.He owes all to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, whose strength is perfected in 
his weakness.

http://www.celebrityhousepictures.com/tom-cruise.php
http://hookedonhouses.net/2014/03/27/the-house-in-malibu-gwyneth-paltrow-chris-martin-bought/
http://www.celebuzz.com/photos/inside-charlize-therons-3-8-million-hollywood-hills-home/charlize-theron-george-harrison-mansion-3/
http://www.ClashDaily.com
http://www.ClashDaily.com
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com.
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com.
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you during challenging times
and help you find 

the psychic energy to cope with whatever arises.
 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 

Spiritual & Psychic Healing 
By Appointment, Only.   

Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

 Holistic Health Services   •  1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, Mamaroneck, NY 10543    •   914.630.1928

LEGISLATION

Senator O’Brien and Assemblymember Bronson Propose NY Jobs Protection Act
 ROCHESTER, NY -- State Senator Ted 
O’Brien (District 55) and Assemblymember 
Harry B. Bronson (District 138) on June 5, 
2014, announced the submission of a new 
piece of legislation, the ‘NY Jobs Protection 
Act’ (S.7627/A.9863). Commonly referred 
to as a ‘clawback’ provision, this proposed 
legislation aims to hold businesses receiv-
ing assistance from the State accountable for 
keeping jobs created with these incentives in 
New York State, and not shipped out of state. 

The bill would allow the NY State to recover 
grant funding if the recipients reduced their 
New York State workforce within a 5-year 
period of receiving the financial assistance.

“Making sure that the public’s hard 
earned tax dollars are spent wisely is one of 
the most important jobs we do as legislators. 
Funding spent on economic development in 
New York should do just that, and this legis-
lation will provide the necessary mechanisms 
to hold companies accountable when they 

attempt to circumvent the public’s trust.” said 
Senator Ted O’Brien.

“This legislation brings a balanced 
approach to building our economy through 
public investment and protecting taxpayers,” 
added Assemblymember Bronson. “The 
families of our region deserve to know that 
when they invest their hard-earned money 
into any local business, that it will benefit 
our community. I am pleased to join Senator 
O’Brien in sponsoring this important 

taxpayer protection legislation.”
“We commend our State representatives 

for moving forward with legislation that not 
only encourages job creation for residents of 
New York State, but further protects the jobs 
we currently have,” Jim Bertolone, President 
of the Rochester Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
stated. “Appropriate measures need to be 
taken to ensure accountability for businesses 
in providing a true cost/benefit analysis and 
follow-through prior to accepting tax breaks 

from hardworking New Yorkers.”
The ‘NY Jobs Protection Act’ 

(S.7627/A.9863) is currently referred to 
the Assembly’s standing Committee on 
Economic Development and the Senate’s 
Commerce, Economic Development and 
Small Business Committee.

SOURCE: Jamie Romeo, Chief of Staff 
to Senator Ted O’Brien.

LEGISLATURE

Democratic Conference Leader Stewart-Cousins Announces Senate Passage of Harsher Penalties for Production or Possession of Forged Documents And Forms
YONKERS, NY -- Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, the Democratic 
Conference Leader, on Friday, June 6, 
2014th announced Senate passage of legis-
lation that will implement harsher penalties 
for the possession or production of forged 
documents and forms.

This legislation will also define the 
forgery of government-issued documents as 
a felony level crime.

“Identity theft is a growing problem. 
Forging documents, licenses, IDs and 

government forms is an unacceptable 
practice that can risk public safety and cause 
serious financial hardship,” Senator Stewart-
Cousins said. “These forgeries put our 
communities, families, businesses and entire 
economy at risk, and the penalties must fit 
the crime.”

Forged documents are often used to 
commit serious crimes including identity 
theft and fraud and may be obtained and 
subsequently used by sex offenders, unsafe 
drivers and undocumented immigrants 
with violent criminal records as they seek 

to avoid prosecution. Fake IDs have also led 
to increased alcohol related fatalities among 
minors and played critical roles in a number 
of terrorist plots. Senate Bill S129, sponsored 
by Democratic State Senator Jose Peralta, 
will establish the manufacture and sale of 
government issued documents and forms as 
felony crimes.

“Cracking down on criminals who 
produce, distribute, or use forged documents 
will safeguard New Yorkers’ property, identi-
ties, and save lives,” Senator Stewart-Cousins 
concluded. “I commend my colleagues in the 

Senate for taking this much needed step 
toward a more secure New York State.”

State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-I-WF) of Yonkers was elected to 
serve as Leader of the Senate Democratic 
Conference in December 2012, becoming 
the first female leader of a legislative con-
ference in New York State history. She was 
first elected to the State Senate in 2006 and 
currently represents Greenburgh, Scarsdale, 
a part of Yonkers, White Plains, and New 
Rochelle.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
A day or two before a hur-
ricane strikes, the weather is 
often beautiful, with bright 
blue skies and nothing 
more than gentle breezes. 

Thus the expression “the calm before the 
storm.”

But sometimes a beautiful day is 
nothing more than a beautiful day, followed 
by a string of equally beautiful days. (Cynics 
will observe that we have a term for this 
phenomenon, too. We call it a drought.) 
Before we had radar and satellites, it was 
hard to tell whether a gorgeous afternoon 
presaged a big blow or just more of the 
same.

Similar conditions exist in the finan-
cial markets. Right now the skies are sunny, 
with most U.S. stock indexes at or near 
record highs (the tech-oriented NASDAQ 
remains well below the stratospheric levels 
attained during the dot-com craze), infla-
tion tame, interest rates near rock bottom 
and, for the first time in around seven years, 

no large economy or financial system in 
crisis.

Should we be worried? I would say yes, 
we should worry at least a little, if for no 
other reason than that hardly anyone seems 
to be worrying right now.

I am not a Cassandra by nature. I’m 
not even a Nouriel Roubini, the NYU 
economist who foresaw the housing crash 
and whose persistently pessimistic forecasts 
thereafter earned him the nickname “Dr. 
Doom.” I don’t worry about short-term ups 
and downs in the financial markets, which 
are inevitable, or even about recessions, 
which are likewise inevitable and which are 
eventually followed by a return to growth. I 
like to think of myself as a realistic optimist. 
I know the future has a lot of sunny days, 
but I also know that they will be punctuated 
by occasional storms. I like to be prepared 
for them.

Five years ago, as the U.S. stock market 
began to recover from the crash that took 
the S&P 500 index below 700, most inves-
tors recoiled from those dirt-cheap stocks. 

Having dumped their original stocks, thus 
locking in their crisis-induced losses, these 
investors vowed that they would never 
again expose their “201(k)s” to anything 
more volatile than a Treasury bill or a bank 
deposit.

Fast forward to this week, with the 
S&P index above 1,900 and investors 
suddenly piling into stocks – but not only 
stocks. They have driven many bond yields 
down to levels not seen in a decade, even 
for risky companies. The rate on 10-year 
Treasury bonds this week has hovered 
near 2.5 percent. Consider this: the Federal 
Reserve wants to bring inflation up to 2 
percent annually, and of course there is 
always a risk it could go higher. If inflation 
is 2 percent per year, and taxes on the 2.5 
percent Treasury amount to 40 percent, the 
investor in a 10-year instrument is locking 
in an annual after-tax loss of about one-half 
of one percent. For a decade.

This is the kind of bond market you 
expect to see during a flight to safety, but as 
I noted, the same bond market is falling all 

over itself to shovel cash at irresistibly low 
rates to shaky or unproven companies, as 
well as to state and local governments that 
have huge unfunded liabilities and even to 
foreign governments, such as Spain, that are 
trying to dig themselves out of deep finan-
cial holes.

The corporate bond market is telling 
us things are dandy while the Treasury 
market wants us to fasten our seat belts. 
Treasury prices are probably reacting to 
an array of distortions, from the Federal 
Reserve’s ongoing loose-money policies to 
the new rules that encourage banks to load 
up on Treasuries to meet tough new capital 
requirements. However, there is at least a 
chance that these low Treasury rates are sig-
naling that things could go south from here 
pretty quickly.

Then there is the VIX, officially the 
Volatility Index, but often referred to as the 
“fear index.” Generally, a number around 20 
reflects a reasonably healthy stock market 
with average levels of caution; levels at 30 to 
40 or higher indicate that fear has probably 
reached unreasonable levels and stocks are 
probably undervalued as a result.

Where is the VIX right now? 

Yesterday it was at 12. It has been below 
20, and mostly below 15, fairly consistently 
since 2012, with only occasional spikes 
that coincided with market setbacks. Even 
Dr. Doom has now reportedly become an 
optimist. That alone is enough to make me 
a little concerned.

Financial markets have set their sails as 
though we are in for a long stretch of fair 
weather. This might come to pass, but there 
are a lot of things that can go wrong from 
here, too. Governments around the world 
have promised more than they have the 
resources to deliver. Geopolitical tensions 
are high and rising across the Eurasian land 
mass and the adjacent western Pacific. Low 
birth rates and aging populations mean less 
production and higher costs for years to 
come. Here in the U.S., we are still strug-
gling to implement a disruptive health care 
reform, and we have not begun to seriously 
deal with our problem of unfunded entitle-
ments. A single percentage point increase 
in average interest rates would add about 
$170 billion to our annual federal deficit, 
and interest rates are at least three or four 
percentage points below where they would 
be if the Fed were not artificially constrain-
ing them.

I’m not telling you to run for a safe 
harbor. Experience has demonstrated 
many times that trying to time the market 
is a futile exercise, but it is even more self-
defeating to sell all your stocks after the 
market drops and then to repurchase stocks 
only after a big rise – which is exactly what 
many investors do.

But if you are not prepared to with-
stand some big swell, this would be a good 
time to reef your sails. Though things 
may stay calm for a while, in the financial 
markets as on the high seas, there is always 
heavy weather somewhere over the horizon.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved 
to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded 
to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to 
Atlanta in 2008.

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Is This The Calm Before The Calm?
FINANCIAL MARkETS / CURRENT COMMENTARY

OpEdSection

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=40c81a3f01&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=40c81a3f01&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=8b53725965&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=8b53725965&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=96ce9a1fd7&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=96ce9a1fd7&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=96ce9a1fd7&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=fc81163322&e=23984343dd
http://andersen.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9911111111,-73.8741666667&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9911111111,-73.8741666667%20(Hastings-on-Hudson%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=26.1358333333,-80.1419444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=26.1358333333,-80.1419444444%20(Fort%20Lauderdale%2C%20Florida)&t=h
mailto:cause4pawsny@aol.com
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LE G A L  N O T I C E S

S&G WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/14/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O Donald Giannattasio 
Seligson & Giannattasio, LLP 723 North Broad-
way White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

BELMONT CORONEA LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 26 Belmont Ave Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CYPRESS CORLISS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 18-20 Cypress Street Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of The Beauty Parlor, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with NY Sec. of 
State on 1/14/14. Office located in Westches-
ter County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: the LLC, 100 Main 
St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

CASSIDY & SONS PROPERTIES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/16/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 771 Nepperhan 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

Law Offices of Nichelle A. Johnson, PLLC  Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/16/2014. Office in Westchester Co.; SSNY 
design. agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the PLLC at 240 North Avenue, Ste 215, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801.  Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the NY State Sec-
retary of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: 
Westchester County. The secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  The secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any such process 
against the LLC to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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Office of Economic Development   |   87 Nepperhan Ave., Suite 307, Yonkers, NY 10701   |   914-377-6797

We’re glad
we started out
in Yonkers.
Yonkers is great for attracting
young people which is critical
to our business.

Robert Cioffi & 
Ugo Chiulli 
PRINCIPALS
Progressive Computing
Yonkers, NY

Twenty years ago two guys right out of 
college started their own IT service company 
in Yonkers with a few clients and big dreams. 
Today, Progressive Computing has hundreds of 
clients throughout the Metropolitan area and keeps 
growing. When it comes to starting and growing a 
business, Yonkers has it all. Convenient location, diverse 
workforce and a business-friendly environment.


