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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Westchester On the Level 
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has 
been operating for over two years via the Internet with 
Co-Hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, 
from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  (347) 
205-9201 or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: 
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO Earn a master’s degree in two years while 
continuing to work at your present job.  
This is an affordable, 10-course, 30-credit 
program with some courses offered online.

Benefit from a distinctive program 
in Biology Education, designed 
to help meet the increasing need 
for science teachers and geared 
toward individuals who work or 
live in Westchester. 

This exciting program, taught by 
Touro College Graduate School of 
Education faculty, includes select 
science courses that leverage the 
faculty, expertise, and resources 
of New York Medical College in 
Valhalla, NY. 

Touro is an Equal Opportunity Institution

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
PLEASE CONTACT:

Dr. Stevan R. Peters, Interim Chair
Touro College Biology Education Program 

212-463-0400 x5284  
gse.bioed@touro.edu 
www.touro.edu/edgrad

 BECOME Al
 BIOLOGYl
 TEACHER!l

TOURO COLLEGE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION

FeatureSection
THE HEZITORIAL

Yonkersites Stand Unsteadily, Betrayed by Promises Not Kept
The Target Development Project – 6th City Council District; and The Yonkers / Bronx City Line Homeless Shelter – 4th City Council District

By HEZI ARIS
No matter the administra-
tion, it is we, Yonkersites, 
who have permitted our-
selves to be toyed with by 
words devoid of meaning. 

The very words spoken by the masters we 
elected to serve us, who we belatedly recog-
nized were effective in their expression, but 
were in reality deflective of the meaning of 
the words used and the sentiment expressed 
when speaking to us. They were expressions 
meant to placate our sensibilities, to calm our 
nerves, exhaust our passion for deductive and 
righteous concerns.

You have all heard the “words”. Some 
words will give rise to anger or defeat among 
Yonkersites. We are a divided city despite 
how desperately we yearn to cleave onto one 
another with ever growing intensity. While 
the familiarity among our city folk has been 
nurtured over centuries, we lust for leader-
ship that will collectively extricate us from 
the wounds we suffered over those many 
centuries of economic and financial displace-
ments and transitions.

These very words will exact a derisive 
condescending attack from those who 
believe differently. They do not comprehend 
why they adhere to one facet of an issue 
or another, best referred to as the political 
divide. They have subconsciously decided 
to be part of one “clan” or “power base” over 
another; always in the hope of salvation of 
one sort or another. They cling to false gods 
who profess leadership by claiming to strive 
toward those goals for which we yearn, yet 
they do not have a plan by which all soci-
eties have proven is the only mechanism 
for achieving changes over time. They hope 
for money, but for themselves, begrudging 
all others in dividing the American pie of 

opportunity.
The Moses they seek has yet to arrive. 

Then again, he/she may be amongst us. 
If so, he/she has not stood up to reveal the 
road over which Yonkersites hope to travel 
upon toward achieving their inalienable 
rights. We have yet to hear from our elected 
and appointed officials over what they have 
done or intend to do that would infuse the 
lofty words that lack the gravitas expected of 
them by their very expression by them. Too 
often no expression is now given, and when 
it is, it is not a consummate perspective, 
deficient as it is of the historical perspective, 
and also devoid of responsibility by anyone. 
Furthermore, expression of purpose and 
venue is for too few; it is a selective process. 
Who will gain and who will be denied? The 
People are the first to be dismissed.

All who have watched the flight of the 
Jews from Egypt who upon reaching the 
Red Sea, revealing no exit into the Promised 
Land will remember the Hollywood movie 
in which the famous actor Charlton Heston, 
the lead protagonist, Moses, is asked by 
Joshua to stand at the highest point along 
the water’s edge to give The People “hope” of 
escaping the Egyptian chariots. The waters 
were parted thereafter to ease their destiny 
from slavery and subjugation to freedom. 
And so it is recorded that Moses did just 
that. Juxtaposed to wisdom gleaned from 
that very old Book, accepted by many of the 
greatest religions in the world for its integ-
rity and expression and revealing of human 
behavior and response, is instead juxtaposed 
by standards exacted in Yonkers. Alas, gover-
nance in Yonkers has failed to win accolades 
among its peers, in fact, if anything, Yonkers 
is too often dismissed, ridiculed, and dimin-
ished by those we expect to have our back 
and our interest at heart. Even so they do not 

come to our defense,
Then again, if we do not care for one 

another, permitting irrational divisions to 
become greater and deeper among us, why 
should we expect an outsider to care more 
about us than we care about ourselves? No 
matter the catalysts that brought us to this 
point, there is remedy to many concerns. 
Each in their own time; each within the 
confines of budgetary constraints. Yet none 
of our concerns for the viability of the City of 
Yonkers, were that to indeed be the concern 
of the majority of Yonkersites, including 
those elected to govern the City of Gracious 
Living, could be accomplished.

It will require planning based on the 
premise of delivering what is best for the 
City of Yonkers, as opposed to the interests 
of one interest group, or family and friends 
network. I hear the grumbling already… this 
guy must be delusional; perhaps so, but may 
I suggest, if so, only a wee bit!

While there are few who will walk the 
path as have Mother Theresa, or Pope John 
Paul II, among others highly admired and 
respected in our world, that of the City of 
Yonkers, we can do better, striving for greater 
excellence from each of us. Let’s look at some 

of the concerns to which we obliquely refer.
The Target development at Austin 

Avenue, for example, has itself been quietly 
shepherded from its very conception to its 
present, for all intent and purposes, a done 
deal. The project is indicative of the deceit 
of five Yonkers City Council Districts at the 
hands of the 6th District. Complicit with 
this camouflaged economic development 
project is the lack of open and transparent 
attention on the project. Instead of being 
transparent, it is hidden from the rest of 
the city as if to suggest that the 6th Council 
District is autonomous in its conduct.

For many years, a leader, let’s call him 
a demi-god, has shepherded the project 
forward with suggestions that because 
Westchester County is the owner of some of 
the land needed to complete the project, as 
envisioned and lobbied by Target, the project 
could not proceed. Locals repeat they have 
been assured that as long as Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino is County 
Executive, the parcel under Westchester 
County control would not be ceded into the 
larger acreage required. Yet the words seem 
hollow. That is because the project has moved 
along stealthily with words of reassurance 

and the asking of community members to 
trust in a process that would protect them. 
The protection of property values of homes 
that abut the Westchester County acreage 
is slated to become one with the larger 
landmass across the street. A wall to separate 
the homeowner’s properties would be built 
high enough to introduce shade where there 
was once sunlight. Property values would 
plummet.

Then there is the old con game of 
having one set of traffic experts defining the 
eventual impact traffic patterns would exac-
erbate or not. None of these experts gird their 
telling with provable and scientific studies. 
Their only intent is to seemingly defend 
their number crunching schemes so as to 
adhere to the agenda set for them by their 
“masters” as the necessary outcome for their 
clients, thereby defending their $150,000 to 
$250,000 consultation fees.

The greatest fear is the reduction of 
the homeowner’s real estate valuations, the 
impact of traffic patterns, and its resultant 
pollution, among other concerns.

Target wants a one-story property with 
parking adjacent to the store itself. That 

Continued on page 4
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design would cause a need for the property 
owned by Westchester County to be used as 
a parking lot to support the retail store across 
the street, embellished with the onerous 
dividing wall that would abut the homeown-
ers’ properties. In all these years, being on one 
side of the equation or another, not another 
thought had been given to the manner by 
which this project should move forward. 
Mind you, the march forward has been and 
continues to remain the antithesis of what is 
good for the local community while claim 
was made that the developer was mindful of 
the community at large.

How could this be a viable project and 
still be inclusive of the local community and 
still satisfy Target, the developer / investor, 
Yonkersites, and the City of Yonkers?

Let’s start with Target. Let them build 

the sq. footage they desire on the Austin 
Avenue property. On top of the main floor, 
build parking space to accommodate as 
many vehicles as they deem appropriate, 
perhaps a second, third, even fourth floor for 
parking. This concept would mitigate the use 
of the Westchester County owned property 
which may be considered for private homes 
to be developed on them, expunging a need 
for a dividing wall, and saving the property 
values central to the concerns of most… that 
basic of all ingredients, money.

The parking spaces that would be built 
over the ground floor retail level would keep 
the Target clientele on the property, would 
not cause the need for a traffic light and 
the likely loss of life in crossing the straight-
away, known to be often used as a speedway. 
This concept may cost Target more that 
the cheaper way to go. I say, this way or the 
highway. Target can afford to spend a little 

more and to be a “good neighbor” rather than 
one that discards those found to be in their 
way. It is after all, though City Hall is quick 
to forget, that Target has chosen Yonkers for 
its location. City Hall had best also create a 
rational, contractual agreement that serves 
the City of Yonkers rather that giving the 
store away. This should be part of the public 
record, not hidden from the public eye as 
have so many others failed, and as has been 
noted, even corrupt operations.

The reason we are where we are today 
on this issue, as among others similar to this 
or those that are defined differently is simply 
stated, for the undoing by Yonkersites. 
Yonkersites do not demand governance 
inclusive of their interests as voters, taxpayers, 
and residents. If not for Yonkersites, what is 
the point of government?

Is this the only solution? Likely not. It is 
however leaning toward a better result for all 

interested parties.
When will the experts be found that 

inculcate the needs of the citizenry over those 
in elected office? Those false gods do nothing 
but retreat from their sworn responsibilities 
to serve the public interest. Betraying the 
very people who voted for them and believ-
ing in their word.

How do we make corrections? Speak 
up. Media can’t do it alone. If you have some-
thing to say, please say it.

A wise sage and scholar by the name of 
Hillel the Elder said, “”If I am not for myself, 
who will be for me? But if I am only for 
myself, who am I? If not now, when?”

A similar issue to this had been the 
quiet challenge against the City of New 
York by Yonkers City Council’s 4th District 
in challenging a homeless shelter to be built 
only a block from the Yonkers / Bronx city 
lines that is believed will create hardship on a 
vibrant community along McLean Avenue. 

The 4th District lost that one. Abetting and 
directing the political silence was the Hyatt 
Neighborhood Association who directed 
this calamity onto a city unaware of its likely 
outcome or hardship on the City of Yonkers 
in additional police costs. Not a word from 
the community when it began, during, or 
after. Silence is the ingredient to our own 
subterfuge. We fail in challenging such 
assaults by permitting self-interest to eclipse 
that which serves the City of Yonkers best. 
Yonkersites fail by their very silence.

Time’s a wastin’. What do you think? 
What do you want? How will it serve your 
community, as well as the community at 
large? Did people most concerned about 
this outcome attend Wednesday’s Planning 
Board meeting of June 11, 2014?

There are other such grave concerns 
similar to these. We’ll be visiting them in the 
coming weeks. Direct email to the editor: 
WHYTeditor@gmail.com with your 
ideas.

THE HEZITORIAL

Yonkersites Stand Unsteadily, Betrayed by Promises Not Kept
Continued from page 3

We’re Outta Here, for Now
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By NANCY KING
Like the magical charac-
ter Keyser Soze from the 
movie “The Usual Suspects”, 
Sustainable Playland Inc. 
(SPI) , the not so clean non-

profit that was handpicked by the County 
Executive is (poof) gone. But like that classic 
movie, are they really gone but will they re-
emerge as a totally different character all 
together? For months, every media outlet 
has been covering the foibles of Sustainable 
Playland Inc. (SPI). Will they complete an 
Environmental Impact Study? Will they 
scrap the plans for that “ginormous” field 
house? Will they really only be relegated to 
fundraising for the Children’s Museum? Or 
is this really just a good old case of smoke 
and mirrors? After months of playing hard 
to get with the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators (WCBoL) and the public, as 
well, Sustainable Playland is going the way 
of the dinosaur asserts Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino. But his statement 
leaves more questions than answers.

Chosen as the saviors of our aging park, 
SPI was to deliver a year ‘round alternative 
to a park that county government has long 
said was losing money. As we all know by 
now, what really appeared to be happening 
was that a group of well-heeled and monied 
developers were going to turn Playland 
into the playscape of the exclusionary elite. 
With the field house, great lawn, and year-
round events planned, Playland would have 
become the playground to those who had 

the disposable income to play there; primar-
ily those who are white and monied. The 
folks who are visiting the Playland that we 
all know and love, is for those who use the 
park as a one-day “staycation”. They are also, 
as a rule, people of color; those who scrape 
together the money for a day at the park but 
for little else. The types of folks who normally 
don’t and can’t feed into the county’s financial 
coffers aren’t exactly welcome at SPI’s vision 
of the park.

And, SPI seemed to be selling their 
idea of a Central Park on the Sound Shore 
until the City of Rye and a small grassroots 
organization known as “Save Rye Playland” 
began asking (rather loudly, I might add) 
some hard questions about SPI.

But the hard questions really weren’t 
hard at all. Asking about an environmen-
tal impact study isn’t hard… it’s common 
for developers working on a large project, 
especially in an area that is environmen-
tally sensitive to complete one. And what 
about that 82K square foot field house that 
would not only take out valuable parking but 
would be used for private events in addition 
to sporting events. Why wasn’t SPI up to 
answering the questions posed about that 
edifice? What SPI did however, was to slowly 
back away from the project. They quietly 
blew off legislative meetings concerning the 
project and waxed to the press that they were 
having financial problems. The issue was 
seemed of little concern garnered a small but 
loud grassroots Facebook group known as 
Save Rye Playland. They mobilized, showed 

up at meetings, and demanded answers from 
the group and from the county. Of course 
they were perceived as not in my back yard 
(Nimby) oriented and obstructionists; what 
they really were was just a group of folks who 
really love that old amusement park.

On June 11th, Westchester County 
Executive Astorino announced that SPI 
was no longer going to be involved in the 
planning and overhaul of the park. SPI 
would be replaced by planning guru Dan 
Biederman, the man responsible for the 
rebirth and renassiance of Bryant Park in 
New York City. Biederman, who has no 
experience in running an amusement park 
will be paid 20K a month, to manage, oversee 
and presumably offer suggestions at the end 
of the season, about what to do with the park. 
By the way, Biederman is no stranger to the 
park; he was one of the original consultants 
to Sustainable Playland Inc. And of course, 
SPI would still have a limited role to play in 

this announcement; they’ll be in charge of 
fundraising. Interesting, considering one of 
their first hurdles was that they had trouble 
raising money in the first place. It almost 
seems as if this is a “save face” move for 
SPI and County Executive Astorino. After 
all, Playland is a county park and couldn’t 
Friends of Westchester County Parks extend 
their fundraising prowess to this park as well?

This whole announcement just boggles 
the mind. If Playland is really hemorrhaging 
money, then why is Biederman being paid 
20K a month. Where is this money coming 
from? Astorino keeps telling us that we the 
taxpayers can no longer fund the park, but I 
guess it is OK to pay a consultant 80K for a 
period of 4 months. I’m betting that for his 
80K salary Biederman has been instructed 
to say that the park is failing. Or better still, 
he might just report that the construction of 
a field house for year-round activities will 
be just what the doctor ordered. A better 

solution, and money spent well would 
probably come in the form of hiring a neutral 
forensic accountant who would have been 
able to shine a light on Playland’s financial 
losses or gains.

This announcement has done nothing 
more than raise a ton of other questions. 
Why weren’t either of the two profes-
sional amusement companies interested 
in the park given the consideration to take 
over Playland as interim custodians of 
this season? American Skating Inc. which 
runs the Westchester Skating Academy 
in Elmsford will be charged with oversee-
ing the Ice Casino and its ongoing repair 
process. It remains unclear what their fee will 
be for their part in the park’s management. 
And finally, where is the response from the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators? 
Crickets.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter operating out 
of Westchester County.
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CommunitySection
News & Notes from Northern Westchester

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
I played my first round of 
golf this season and the good 
news is no one got hurt but 
I did lose enough balls to 
support Titleist for a year. I 

now realize, that it is better for me to write 
this week’s “bogey free” edition of “News 
& Notes,” than chase that little white ball 
around a large pasture.

Children two and up are invited to 
bring their favorite furry friend to the Field 
Library in Peekskill for their annual Teddy 
Bear Tea Party on June 20th, at 11am. Join 
Lori Cohen for an interactive program of 
music and movement, followed by an old-
fashioned tea party with light refreshments. 
Every child gets a free book. Don’t forget to 
bring your favorite teddy bear (or other furry 
friend) to this free program…

The Marshlands Conservancy in Rye 
will host “Hands on with Invasives,” on 
Saturday, July 12th, at 2pm; learn the right 
and wrong way to remove these problematic 
plants and don’t forget to bring your work 
gloves... I, of course, will have to go buy some.

On Saturday, June 21st, at 1:00pm, stop 
by the Katonah United Methodist Church 
where they will be having their Strawberry 
Festival. Enjoy huge portions of strawberries 
with shortcake, ice cream, or just on their 
own.

I’m getting hungry just writing about 
this…

With the tough winter we had I am 
happy to welcome summer… Its time to 
bring out your lawn chairs, picnic baskets, 
family and friends, to enjoy wonderful 
summer evening concerts at Wampus Brook 
Park in Armonk. First up is “Blues and 
Swing” with Dynomite Di and Destruction 

on Saturday, July 12th, at 8pm. As always it is 
free admission, so come on out…

The 3rd Annual Car Show will be held 
at the Yorktown Grange Fairgrounds on 
June 22nd. Hosted by Yorktown Grange 
Tractor Club, the gates will open at 8:00am 
for participants and spectators are welcome 
starting at 10:00am.

Over at Muscoot Farm in Somers there 
is a Mushroom and Slime Walk being held 
on Sunday, July 6th at 10am. An introduction 
to the world of slime molds and fungi with 
naturalist Taro Ietaka.

Calling all thespians…the 
Westmoreland Sanctuary will present “The 
Tempest,” at the Nature Center and Wildlife 
Preserve in Mount Kisco, July 25th - 27th. 
This 60 minute, family-friendly adapta-
tion will incorporate the natural setting of 
the preserve as actors and audience move 
through the woods and meadows in this 
unique and engaging production. Last year’s 
performances were sold out and even greater 
audience demand is expected this summer. 
Auditions will be held on Monday, June 
23rd, starting at 5:00pm with possible call-
backs later in the week. They will be casting 
approximately 30 roles for adults, teens and 
children ages 7 and up. No prior experience 
necessary—just a love of theatre, nature 
and storytelling. They are also looking for 
musicians, stage manager, artists and other 
crew. Rehearsals will begin June 30th in the 
evenings, 5:00pm to 9:00pm (children will 
rehearse 5:00pm - 7/8:00pm), several nights 
per week. During rehearsals, children will 
also participate in related nature and theatre 
programs activities with Westmoreland’s 
educational staff and the theatre team.

Caramoor will be hosting their annual 
Opening Night Gala on Saturday, June 21st, 
the night will include a pre-performance 

cocktail reception and dinner, premium 
concert seating in the Venetian Theater, and 
a post-performance party. Don’t miss this 
night of dessert, music, and dancing.

See a hit movie and admire the beauty 

of Long Island Sound as the popular “Family 
Film Frenzy” series, featuring outdoor 
movies and after-hours swimming, kicks off 
with the animated Disney hit “Frozen,” on 
Wednesday, July 9th at Glen Island Park in 
New Rochelle. Rain date is Thursday, July 
10th.

I sure hope all the dads out there had a 

great Father’s Day, I certainly did, my daugh-
ters cooked, played games and even laughed 
at my bad jokes, what a day… see you next 
week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

Khouribga Festival 2014
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Khouribga, Morocco, a city 
located approximately 75 
miles from Casablanca was 
constructed in 1923 by the 
authorities of the French 

protectorate when they discovered phos-
phate for which Morocco is considered 

to be the biggest exporter in the world. 
The province has grown throughout the 
years to now be home to several industries. 
Industrial prowess begot artists and film-
makers to initiate a film festival to attract 
visitors from throughout the world. So this 
week, Khouribga will again host the 17th 
edition of its African Festival, straddling a 

Continued on page 6
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Khouribga Festival 2014
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

full week, from June 14th to 21st. The festival 
that has grown to be one of the leading fes-
tivals in the North African region will again 
be the showcase of acclaimed films from 
throughout Africa. The grand festival prize 
is named after the late Senegalese, Ousmane 
Sembène, who is featured on the 2014 
edition poster.

The main competition will consist of 
fourteen, long narrative films making their 
premiere in Khouribga. Two Moroccan 
films are scheduled be screened: The first is 
Adios Carmen, which is the directorial debut 
of Mohamed Amin Benamraoui. His script 
depicts an autobiographical depiction of his 
childhood years. The film is set in 1975, at 
northern Moroccan village, centered on a shy 
ten-year- boy, Amar (Benjalil Amanallah), 
who has been abandoned by his mother, left 
to live with violent and drunken uncle. Amar 
then finds a motherly figure in his neighbor, 

Carmen (Spanish-Chilean actress Paulina 
Gálvez), whose role is of a Spanish exile 
working at the ticket box office of the village 
cinema. Carmen and her brother Juan, who 
happens to be the cinema projectionist, help 
the young boy in discovering the magic of 
cinema through storytelling, music, and 
emotions.

The second Moroccan film entry is 
Sotto Voce. It is by Writer-Director Kamal 

Kamal who returns the viewer to the 
past, particularly to the 1950’s, during the 
Algerian War of Independence, where we 
meet a young man, Moussa. We witness 
Moussa as he attempts to help a group of 
refugees cross the mountains of Telmessan 
after French occupation forces shut down 
the roads. A German communist soldier 
named Hans makes an unlikely alliance with 

Moussa; they agree to help the refugees cross 
the mountains from behind the area littered 
with landmines. The story unfurls through 
many flashbacks, those remembered by 
Moussa, who, as an old man is seen nursing 
a girl violinist from her wounds. Hence, the 
film title has many meanings; it refers to 
undertones in music direction, as well as to 
recurring memories.

From Cameroon, the melodrama 
W.A.K.A by Director Françoise Ellong tells 
the story of a poor young woman, Mathilde, 
played by Patricia Bakalack, who is raped 
while on her return home from work. When 

she becomes pregnant, she is dismissed from 
her employ.Despite her circumstances, she 
decides to keep her baby. As her young son 
Adam grows up, the desperate Mathilde 
decides to offer her body to the highest 

bidder. The film’s title is an abbreviation 
of “Woman Acts for her Kid Adam” as 
explained by the director.

From Congo-Brazzaville, Between the 
Hammer and the Anvil revisits a common 
theme by Amog Lemra, its director, who 
again explores the conduct of some wealthy 
men who sexually abuse their women 
employees. With this film, Amog Lemra 
completed the first film he shot in entirety in 
Congo-Brazzaville.

A departure from melodramas and dark 
tales, the Tunisian Nesma is an attractive 
thriller by director Homeïda Behi with Farid 
Elouardi and Aure Atika as the married 
couple Youssef and Claire who both move to 

the luxurious villa “Nesma”, only to discover 
that a man is trying to impersonate Youssef 
to tap into their bank accounts.

The jury will comprise of seven leading 

figures in the African industry and culture: 
the two Moroccan producers Caroline 
Locardi and Rachida Saadi, director Bassek 
Ba Kobhio from Cameroon, filmmaker 
Diaz Hugues from Senegal, actress Sandra 
Adjaho from Benin, Moroccan actor Omar 
Salim and director TImité Bassori from 
Côte d’Ivoire. Bassori, a leading Ivorian 
filmmaker who was born 1933 in Aboisso, 
Côte d’Ivoire, will be given a special tribute 
at the opening through the screening of his 
1969 black and white drama The Woman 
with the Knife in which he also starred as a 
young intellectual from Côte d’Ivoire who is 
traumatized by an overly strict upbringing in 
Africa. When he returns home, after a long 

period in Europe, he has to face up to the 
difficulties of readjusting to his society and to 
his strong sexual inhibition, made manifest 
by the recurring appearance of a woman 
brandishing a knife, which paralyzes him 

with terror. More from Khouribga festival 
next week…

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
( http://varietyarabia.com/  ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132  ) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com  ). 

Adios Carmen

Sotto Voce

W.A.K.A.The 2014 official poster of the 17th Edition of 
the Khouribga Festival.

Nesma

Between the Hammer and the Anvil 
Director Amog Lemra.

A special tribute to Côte d’Ivoire native 
Timité Bassori for his acting and directorial 

accomplishments

Continued from page 5
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CLASSES START JUNE 30th!

ULTRASOUND CAREERS BEGIN HERE

Specialized Diagnostic Medical
Sonography Career Training at
Center for Ultrasound Research & Education
Classes start soon

• 12-24 Month Certifi cate Programs
• Day and Evening Classes • Job Placement Assistance
• 0% Interest Financial Assistance Available
• Licensed by NYSED / BPSS; Accredited by ABHES 
• Growing, In Demand Profession

CALL 1-855-THE CURE • 1-855-843-2873
271 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY

www.cure.edu 

Well, Excuse Me!
MAKE IT FUN AND IT WILL GET DONE!

By PAM YOUNG
My husband Terry and I 
love to go to the Oregon 
Symphony Pops concerts. 
Last time we went, I talked 
him into going to the 

Heathman Hotel, which is next door to the 
theater, for dinner afterward.

I had appealed to his logic by explaining 
that we could enjoy a nice dinner and avoid 
the exhaust-filled exodus from the six-story 
parking garage like we always have had to 
do in the past. (We seem to get to Portland 
within minutes before performance time 
and end up on the roof of the parking garage 
because those are the only spaces left. Then, 
after the show, we always have to crawl, 

bumper-to-bumper to get out, woozy from 
asphyxiation.)

An Exhaust-Free Dinner
After the concert, we hurried out to 

avoid the rush of fellow, hungry symphony 
goers that would ensue. Next door, we 
settled into our seats at a table for two. The 
Heathman Restaurant has great food and 
I was excited to be there. It’s swanky. The 
silverware is very heavy and the linen table-
cloth was starched and as white as a baby’s 
first tooth.

I had to go to the bathroom (I’d vetoed 
going at intermission), so I told Terry, “I’m 
going to go powder my nose,” and hustled off 
to the Women’s Restroom. I don’t know why 
I said that. I wasn’t going to powder my nose 

and I didn’t have any powder in my purse; I 
don’t even use powder at home! I guess when 
I get in a fancy place I want to be ladylike. 
Oh well. Anyway, the restroom was as classy 
as the restaurant. The long door handle into 
the “powder” room was gold and silver and 
the door was heavy like the silverware. The 
restroom was empty, and there were just 
three stalls that had the kind of doors that go 
all the way to the floor so I couldn’t see feet, 
to know if there were women in any of them.

Being very careful, not to open the 
door on someone, I took hold of one of the 
beautiful door handles (identical to the silver 
and gold door handle on the door going 
into the restroom). I pulled ever so slightly 
and it opened. The stall was vacant. While I 
was in there I noticed the gorgeous marble 
flooring and the polished fixture that housed 
the toilet paper. It made me want to refurbish 
our bathroom.

When I came out of my stall, the 
restroom was full of women in various 
stages of “powdering their noses.” I squeezed 
through the crush of post-concert ladies 
to the elegant marble sink and washed my 
hands, while more crammed themselves in. 
I dried my hands, eager to get back to our 
table and headed out behind a tall woman 
who was obviously leading the way. As she 
opened the door and headed out, I was right 
behind her, but instead of continuing out 
into the lobby, she stopped abruptly and I 
gently bumped into her. Then without giving 
me any space at all, she turned around with a 
loud, “OH My God!” Now, we were face to 
face and if she’d not been so tall, we’d have 
touched noses!

It was only when I leaned a little to try 
to get around her that I saw it! It was a toilet! 
I’d followed her into one of the stalls! She 
wasn’t on her way out, she was on her way in!

What do you do at a time like that? 
Women watched as I apologized profusely 
for my intrusion and tried to let her see my 
wedding rings so she’d know I wasn’t trying 
to hit on her. I explained how the door into 
the stalls had the same fancy handles as 
the door going in and out of the restroom. 
When she saw that, she laughed, and so 
did several on-lookers. When I left, I was 
grateful for women. God knows what would 
have happened if it had been two men under 
the same circumstance.

Thank you for reading my column 
today. I hope you got a little laugh on me and 
you’ll tell the editor of your newspaper you 
like me. To see more of my columns go here 
http://hub.am/R3Iudm

To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, check 
out www.cluborganized.com. Want to get 
organized? Join the club!

By LARRY M. ELKIN
The First Amendment 
guarantees freedom of the 
press, not freedom for the 
press. Journalists show a 
surprising inability to rec-

ognize the distinction.
Consider the reactions to the Supreme 

Court’s recent decision to turn down 
James Risen’s appeal. Risen, a reporter for 
The New York Times, refused to comply 
with a subpoena from federal prosecutors 
seeking information about a source he used 
in his 2006 book, “State of War.” The U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 
in Richmond, Virginia, ordered Risen to 
comply, The Times reported, but Risen has 
maintained his determination to fight the 
order.

Risen is a good reporter and an ethical 
journalist. He seems prepared to go to 
jail for his principles. I respect that, and I 
hope if I were in his place, I would behave 
similarly. Disregarding a court order to 
disclose one’s source is, fundamentally, an 
act of civil disobedience. Those who engage 
in such acts must be prepared to bear the 
consequences.

The government can choose not 
to pursue Risen’s testimony. This is the 
hope Risen’s lawyer, Joel Kurtzberg, has 
expressed. The Obama administration has 
both argued that there is no special privi-
lege for reporters to refuse to testify about 
their sources and hinted that it might not 
ask that reporters who refuse be held in 
contempt. As long as the government sends 
such mixed signals, Risen may or may not 

end up in jail – but the threat is real, and it 
has not deterred him.

As American citizens, journalists enjoy 
the same protections for freedom of speech 
and publication as everyone else. They run 
into problems when they assert special priv-
ileges on behalf of their self-assigned role of 
keeping the citizenry informed. That role, 
some argue, is so essential that those who 
fill it must be granted special protections.

There are two problems with this 
argument. First, who exactly counts as a 
journalist, entitled to such special privi-
leges? Is it only someone who works for a 
respected publication like The New York 
Times? What about a scribbler for a check-
out-stand scandal sheet? Or a lone blogger, 
or the blogger’s 18th Century counterpart, 
the pamphleteer?

If journalistic privilege makes sense 
at all, it makes sense to extend the privi-
lege of refusing to disclose one’s sources 
to anyone who has disseminated informa-
tion provided by a confidential source. In 
that sense, anyone can be a journalist. Yet 
few professional journalists are prepared to 
concede that they are not substantially dif-
ferent in this arena than a lone blogger like 
me.

The second problem with the argument 
for a journalists’ privilege is that while jour-
nalists purport to act on the behalf of the 
citizenry, the citizenry is deafeningly silent 
on the subject. Does the public demand 
that prosecutors leave journalists alone? If 
so, it does it in a very soft voice.

Professor Robert Post, the dean of 
Yale Law School, observed that the current 

Supreme Court would have been unlikely 
to find in Risen’s favor, even if it had agreed 
to hear the case. “Just a few terms ago, in the 
Citizens United decision, a majority of the 
Court reiterated that the First Amendment 
gave no special privileges to the press that 
were not to be accorded to every speaker,” 
Post said in an email to Foreign Policy.

We could still easily extend the privi-
lege not to disclose unnamed sources to all 
publishers or news-gatherers. The proper 
way to do that is through legislation – 
which the Obama administration claims 
to support, even as it aggressively pursues 
leakers and piles pressure on the journalists 
to whom they leak. Such a law would effec-
tively declare that if the government wants 
to have secrets, it is the job of the govern-
ment, not journalists, to protect them. I 
think there is a lot of merit in the idea, but 
our federal statutes have not gotten there 
yet, and state laws vary widely in their scope 
and effectiveness.

Until the law provides such an explicit 
privilege for members of the press, the 
burden of protecting anonymous sources 
will have to be borne by journalists like 
Risen, who are prepared to go to jail rather 
than break their promises.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved 
to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded 
to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to 
Atlanta in 2008. 

Freedom Of, Not For, The Press
CURRENT COMMENTARY
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PEOPLE

Congressman Engel Presents Alfred and Dee DelBello with Congressional Record
YONKERS, NY and WASHINGTON, 
D.C. – June 9, 2014 -- Congressman Eliot 
Engel presented a Congressional Record to 
Al and Dee DelBello at the Hudson River 
Museum Gala, where the pair were recog-
nized for their significant contributions to 
the Museum.

“Al is a distinguished public servant who 
represented our community with dignity 
and integrity during his tenure as Mayor of 
Yonkers, as Westchester County Executive, 
and then as Lieutenant Governor. His record 
of hard work and commitment to ensuring 
that government serves all is remarkable, and 

he’s a leader whom I have strived to emulate,” 
said Congressman Engel.

“Dee DelBello joins her husband in 
being an exemplary public servant, dedi-
cating her life to lend a helping hand. She 
has served our state honorably during her 
17-year tenure as the Commissioner of the 
New York State Commission on Judicial 
Conduct.”

“Al and Dee DelBello have both won 
numerous awards throughout the years for 
their immense work on behalf of all New 
Yorkers, and I want to continue recognizing 

them by expressing my gratitude and appre-
ciation for all of the contributions they have 
made.”

A Congressional Record honors out-
standing individuals or organizations for 
the contributions they have made to their 
respective community. Congressional 
Records are official documents that become 
a permanent part of the minutes and pro-
ceedings of Congress, and are thus held in 
perpetuity.

SOURCE: Deshundra Jefferson, Press 
Secretary  to Congressman Eliot L. Engel .

Italian American Legislators Conference Names Latimer “Distinguished Legislator of the Year”
ALBANY, NY -- State Senator George 
Latimer was recently honored as the New 
York State Conference of Italian American 
State Legislators “Distinguished Legislator 
of the Year” at the organization’s annual 
dinner in Albany.

Senator Latimer has been working to 
urge the US Interior Department to rec-
ognize the work of Luigi Del Bianco, a 
long time Port Chester resident and chief 
carver of Mt. Rushmore. Unfortunately, Del 
Bianco was never recognized by the Interior 
Department for his work, likely due to his 

status as an immigrant from Italy.
“Luigi Del Bianco immigrated from 

Italy, as did my great-grandfather before him, 
to find a better life in America. Their values 
of hard work, faith and family were the 
bedrock that built not only Mt. Rushmore, 
but built this nation during the 20th 
Century,” Latimer stated. “That heritage is a 
part of me to this day, and honoring Luigi 
Del Bianco for his accomplishments is to 
honor the contributions made by all Italian 
American and immigrants from other lands 
to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.”

“The New York Conference of Italian-
American State Legislators is pleased to 
have recognized our colleague Senator 
George Latimer at our annual Festa cel-
ebration. George is an outstanding public 
servant and a proud Italian-American on 
his Mother’s side,” said Assemblywoman 
Donna Lupardo, Conference President.

Latimer gets his Italian roots from his 
mother, Loretta’s side of the family. She grew 
up in Harrison and was a parishioner of St. 
Gregory’s before moving to Mt. Vernon and 
raising two children. Many of the values 

Latimer’s parents instilled in him are present 
in his work as a public official and were influ-
ential in the reasons the group honored him.

The New York Conference of Italian 
American State Legislators is a bipartisan 
group of members of the Senate and the 
Assembly who are of Italian descent. Every 
year, the Conference honors 1 Senator and 1 
Assembly Member. This year Assemblyman 
Andy Raia of Long Island was honored with 
Latimer. 

Michael Arnone’s twenty-fifth annual 
Crawfish Fest was held at its regular Sussex 
County Fairgrounds spot in Augusta, NJ. 
This year’s edition featured another robust 
lineup of (mostly) Louisiana musicians fea-
turing: Terrance Simien, Marcia Ball, Raw 
Oyster Cult, The Funky Meters, Jeffrey 
Broussard, The High & Mighty Brass 
Band, Royal Southern Brotherhood, JJ Grey 
& Mofro, Bonerama, Walter “Wolfman” 
Washington, The Lee Boys, Jonathan 
Boogie Long, Dumpstaphunk, Carolyn 
Wonderland, and a whole lot more.

The Friday and Saturday night pro-
ceedings were for the campers and specially 
purchased tickets, Saturday and Sunday 
daytime shows were for regular paying 
supporters. Saturday highlights included 
the trombone based jam-band Bonerama 
who were on fire throughout their ninety 

minute set. Raw Oyster Cult is a relatively 
new super group consisting of members 
from the Radiators, Papa Grows Funk and 
Johnny Sketch’s band; they were pretty 
jammy too and unearthed several Radiator 
classics. Speaking of jamming The Funky 
Meters powered non-stop for nearly two 
hours. The Funky Meters are two founding 
members from the original Meters (key-
boardist Art Neville and the superb bassist 
George Porter Jr.) with drummer Russell 
Batiste and guitarist Brian Stoltz. The always 
popular Marcia Ball was also on her game 
with Mighty Mike Schermer’s tasty guitar 
playing and a fine new sax-player. It was also 
sweet to see Terrance Simien & his Zydeco 
Experience was doing what he enjoys best 
with melding Zydeco music with old time 
funk and soul. But my absolute favorite of 
the day was the legendary Walter “Wolfman” 

Washington and his Roadmasters, Walter 
hasn’t lost a step and just oozed Crescent 
City soul, funk and blues throughout his 
ninety minute performance.

Michael Arnone is a Louisiana native, 
and is the founder and producer of the 
Crawfish Fest. Arnone’s Jambalaya Mix 
can be ordered in the Crawfish Fest Online 
Store and is the next best thing to Arnone’s 
(made-from-scratch) jambalaya served at the 
Crawfish Fest. As Arnone annually opines, 
now that this year’s Crawfish Fest is behind 
us, the main thing he looks forward to is 
planning next year’s Fest.

So there you have it, happy twenty-fifth 
and another fine year for Michael Arnone’s 
Crawfish Fest, great music, good food, and a 
happy crowd always makes a fine and hearty 
roux mix that all spells; yeah you right. Until 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

2014 -25th Anniversary Crawfish Fest
www.CrawfishFest.com - May 30th - June 1st
New Orleans music, food, crafts, all very children friendly, Sussex County Fairgrounds Augusta, NJ.

2014 Crawfish Festival - Marcia Ball. Continued on page 10
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80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT
(203) 438-5795

ridgefieldplayhouse.org

Blue Öyster Cult
Sat, June 21 @ 8PM
With Special Guest Doug Wahlberg Band
Best known for "(Don't Fear)
The Reaper",  "Burnin' for
You" and "Godzilla".

Grand Funk 
Railroad
Sun, June 29 @ 8PM
With Special Guest Petey Hop
With mega-hits “We’re An
American Band,” “I’m Your
Captain/Closer To Home,” &
“Some Kind Of Wonderful”!

ROCK SERIES

Andy Grammer
Fri, June 27 @ 8PM
BACK HOME SUMMER TOUR
With Special Guest Andrew Ripp
& Brendan James, Carly & Eliza

With hits “Keep Your Head Up”,
“Fine By Me,” “Jubilant,” “The
Pocket,” “You Should Know

Better” and more!
CLARK CONSTRUCTION COMEDY SERIES

Glenn Miller
Orchestra
Sat, July 12 @ 7:30PM
The World Famous and the most
sought after big band in the
world today for both concert and
swing dance engagements. 

ART, WINE & JAZZ SERIES

John Hiatt & the Combo
and The Robert Cray Band
Thurs, July 3 @ 6PM
RED,  WHITE  and  BLUES  SUMMER  GALA
Tickets include Open Bar and
Dinner-by-the-bite by the best
area restaurants and caterers,
music under the tent and great
silent auction items!

Dennis DeYoung:  
The Music of Styx 
Fri, July 11 @ 8pm
Performing all of STYX Great-
est Hits – “Come Sail Away,”
“Lady,” “Babe,” “Mr. Roboto,”
“Renegade” and more!

Comedian Jim Breuer
Sat, June 28 @ 8PM
With Special Guest Rich Aronovitch
One of the most recognizable
comedians in the business,
known for his charismatic
stage antics, dead-on
impressions, and family
friendly stand-up!

Wine & cheese tastings and reception with 
local artist in the lobby @ 7pm

RP westchester guardian june.qxp_Layout 1        

MAINE 
GOLF & TENNIS ACADEMY

WE IMPROVE YOUR GAME!
Waterskiing • Canoeing • Sailing • High Ropes • Sports 

Rafting • Theater • Lobster Feast • And Much More!
Co-ed Ages 8-17 • # 1 Junior Tennis & Golf Camp

Kennebec’s 108th Summer!  

WWW.GOLFCAMP.COM

1.800.465.3226

GOLF & TENNIS ACADEMY

WE IMPROVE YOUR GAME!

“ Best of Both Worlds!”

2014 Crawfish Festival - Wolfman Washington.

2014 Crawfish Festival - Terrance Simien.

2014 Crawfish Festival - George Porter Jr. - Brian Stoltz of the Funky Meters.

The Sounds of Blue —2014 25th Crawfish Fest
MUSIC
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MUSIC

By GLENN SLABY
“Be a reflection of what 
you’d like to see in others! 
If you want love, give love, 
if you want honesty, give 
honesty, if you want respect, 

give respect. You get in return, what you 
give!” – Unknown

A name creates an image. A name 
establishes an identity for an organization. It 
can symbolize what ownership has entailed 
for the future by developing a culture around 
it. A name connotes what ownership has to 
say about themselves and what they want the 
organization to represent. Then when should 
a word or name be considered an insult and 
derogatory? An AP Poll from April 2013 

showed 80% not believing the name should 
be changed. Eleven per cent stated the name 
should be changed. In January, Public Policy 
Polling showed 71 percent were against 
changing the name as well, but judgment 
should not be comprised entirely by the 
public but by those of whom the name / label 
supposedly represents. Being in the majority 
or popular does not mean you are right. It’s 
not about political correctness. It’s about 
respect and it has been done before.

If society, culture does not consider the 
term derogatory, then its usage will return.

In the Beginning. “The team origi-
nated as the Boston Braves, based in 
Boston, Massachusetts, in 1932. At the 
time the team played in Braves Field, home 
of the Boston Braves baseball team. The 

following year the club moved to Fenway 
Park, home of the Boston Red Sox, where-
upon owners changed the team’s name to 
the Boston Redskins. The team relocated 
to Washington, D.C. in 1937. In their early 
years in Washington, the Redskins shared 
Griffith Stadium with the Washington 
Senators baseball team.” Wikipedia.

The team came with a history of not 
recognizing and respecting minorities. They 
were the last professional franchise football 
team to integrate in 1962. “During most 
of this unsuccessful period (1946-1970), 
Marshall (George Preston team owner 
and president) continually refused to inte-
grate the team, despite pressure from The 
Washington Post and the federal govern-
ment. In 1961, Secretary of the Interior 
Stewart Udall warned Marshall to hire black 
players or face federal retribution. For the 
first time in history, the federal government 
had attempted to integrate a professional 
sports team. The team was under the threat 
of civil rights legal action by the Kennedy 
Administration, which would have pre-
vented a segregated team from playing at 
the new D.C. Stadium, as it was owned by 
the U.S. Department of the Interior and 
thus was federal government property.” 
Wikipedia.

“There is no respect for others without 
humility in one’s self.” – Henri Frederic Amiel

The Owner. Current owner, Daniel 
Snyder bought the team in 1999 for $800 
million, a record for the purchase of a fran-
chise. The name has been around for 80 
years. Is it too late to change? Is it now dis-
respectful? The same controversy occurred 
in 1972. Snyder has continually refused 
requests. Has the sin of pride pushed the ego 
too far? Does he not see the view of those the 
name represents? Do Judeo-Christian values 
of respect for come into play?

On the Name. “The term “R******s” was 

a translation of the Peau-Rouge neologism of 
the benign and longsuffering French Jesuit 
missionaries. It was also self-referential, and 
the chief of the Sauks, Quashquame, was 
recorded in 1825 as referring to his “Red 
Skin nation.” James Fenimore Cooper 
popularized the term in allusion to native 
people he thought “comely” and never as an 
insult. Not infrequently did various sachems 
refer to Europeans as “red men” because of 
how they were sunburned by an unfamiliar 
outdoor life.” -- The Rev. George W. Rutler.

“Ives Goddard, a Smithsonian 
Institution senior linguist, asserts that the 
term was originally benign in meaning, and 
reflected positive aspects of early relations 
between Native Americans and whites. 
During the late 18th and early 19th centu-
ries, European Americans wanted a term 
which all could use to refer to all Native 
Americans in negotiating treaties that 
involved different tribes. They adopted the 
color metaphors used at that time for race 
pointing to continental origins: white men, 
black men and red men.” Wikipedia.

Pew Research reported in October that 
76 news outlets either publicly stated their 
opposition to the name or moved to restrict 
or ban its use. Some media outlets have 
announced they will stop using the name 
when referring to the team. These include 
Slate, The New Republic and Sports Illustrated’s 
The Monday Morning Quarterback.

Language is evolutionary. As genera-
tions come and pass, as technology changes, 
words and their meaning change. Like the 
terms used in Huckleberry Finn and Tom 
Sawyer do you go back and edit such works 
or does society mature to the point of rec-
ognizing that words, their meaning, cultures 
and people are never stagnant. However, if 
the present term is derogatory, then current 
usage should cease while maintaining the 
original usage in literature.

Taking sides. Fifty U.S. Senators – all 
the Democrats in the Senate and one inde-
pendent have signed a letter demanding a 
name change. Sen. Bill Nelson of Florida 
sent his own letter. Our President also urged 
a name change. Others include Sacramento 
Mayor Kevin Johnson, D.C. Mayor Vincent 
Gray, Sen. John McCain, House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, Reps. Henry Waxman 
and Tom Cole and conservative colum-
nist Charles Krauthammer. Virginia’s two 
senators refused to sign the letter.

In May, the New York State Assembly 
passed a bipartisan resolution calling for 
professional sports leagues to end the use of 
racial slurs in team names, citing the R******s 
as an example. The D.C. City Council 
unanimously voted in November to passing 
a resolution.

A handful of Republican strategists, 
including Ari Fleischer and Frank Luntz, 
as well as former Virginia senator and 
Governor George Allen were consulted to 
assist the R*******s.

The NFL’s senior vice president of 
labor policy and government affairs, was 
asked by “Outside the Lines”: “Is the team 
name a slur, yes or no?” “The team name 
is not a slur,” - a day after the head of the 
NFL Players Association said some think 
it is. Also in May, National Football League 
player received a letter urging them to put 
their celebrity to good use by publicly sup-
porting a name change. The letter came from 
77 Native American tribes, Indian organiza-
tions and supporters.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a free-
lancer with The Westchester Guardian, writes 
part-time, and struggles with mental illness, yet 
works at the New Rochelle Public Library and 
at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, New York.

Arnone’s next year’s twenty-sixth keep 
checking: www.CrawfishFest.com for 
updates.

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with his 
Sounds of Blue radio show: http://www.
SoundsofBlue.com ; Previously a senior con-
tributing editor at Blues Revue, Blueswax, 
and Goldmine magazines, and Music Editor 
for the Yonkers Tribune and The Westchester 
Guardian. Putignano can be contacted at: 
bob8003@yahoo.com

2014 Crawfish Festival - Wolfman Washington - Jack Cruz.2014 Crawfish Festival - Dave Malone of Raw Oyster Cult.

Continued from page 8

The Sounds of Blue 

SPORTS

The Washington Redskins
The Power of a Name - A Summary of Bias

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601
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FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment $1700/month     
Beautiful, Newly Renovated Studio $1150/month                                                  

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops • Laundry On-Site
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

914.632.1230

-

WestFoodies

World Cup 2014 Contested at Copacabana “Beach” Brazilian Restaurant in Port Chester
By HEZI ARIS
PORT CHESTER, NY 
-- The excitement over 
last Thursday’s (June 12, 
2014) start of the World 
Cup in Brazil, Copacabana 

Brazilian Steakhouse in Port Chester uncov-
ered a Brazilian beach to the many people 
who patronize the restaurant, especially after 
a four-year hiatus from the last World Cup 
challenge.

The blacktop parking lot has been 
transformed into a Brazilian beach for the 
June 12th tourney opening with white sand 
imported to cover the expansive parking lot. 
They want the people to feel like they have 
been transported to “Copacabana Beach” in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. There was a 40’ x 50’ 
white tent and ten 70” inch HDTV screens 
available through the parking lot venue so 
that fans can watch the games. The beach 
will be open for all challenges engaging the 
Brazilian and Colombian teams.

There are many beach chairs for those 
who truly want to embrace the concept of 
a Brazilian beach. Patrons have long ago 
reserved the tables on the beach, some even 
before last Thanksgiving. 32 national flags 
stand at attention before the entranceway to 
the restaurant acknowledging the 32 nations 
who have qualified to participate in the 
World Cup 2014 in Brazil.

The Copacabana “Beach” Brazilian 

Steakhouse exudes a party atmosphere; the 
beach, sunny disposition, and the love of 
World Cup Soccer is palatable.

Copacabana “Beach” Brazilian 
Steakhouse has cultivated a following from 
past World Cups with their promotion of 
the games. While some Americans do come 
to see the games, it is mostly immigrants and 
their offspring from Latin America, Italy, 
Ireland, Germany, Hungry, Ghana, Nigeria. 
People have called Copacabana the “U.N.” 
because it brings so many people together 
from throughout the world united by their 
love of soccer. Almost every Latin American 

country is represented in attendance at the 
games there, especially Argentina, Colombia, 
Mexico, El Salvador, Peru, Uruguay, 
Honduras and Paraguay. Of course, there 
will be countless Brazilians to cheer on both 
the Brazilian team and the fact that Brazil is 
the host country.

Reservations are accepted at 
Copacabana “Beach” Brazilian Steakhouse, 
29 North Main Street, Port Chester, 
NY 10573. Tel: 914-939-6894. http://
CopacabanaSteak.com

See you on the beach! 

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

OFFICE SPACE: 
470 Sq. Ft. Rent $850/Month

1160 Sq. Ft. Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:
950 Sq. Ft. Rent $3250 /Month 

1200 Sq. Ft. Rent $2950/ Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Call for Details: 

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located
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SUMMERFEST

YONKERS, NY – As Cross County 
Shopping Center celebrates its 60th 
Anniversary, a lineup of events for 
SummerFest 2014 will kick off this month 
at the mall recognized as one of the nation’s 
earliest outdoor retail destinations. The three-
month long celebration will include a series 
of outdoor celebrations and promotions 
geared toward families in the region. Plus, 
shoppers will be able to use the SummerFest 
Dining & Savings Guide to take advantage 
of the great retail and dining selection.

“SummerFest is especially exciting this 
year because it coincides with a remarkable 
milestone; Cross County Shopping Center’s 
60th Anniversary,” said Liz Pollack, Senior 
Manager of Marketing for Cross County 
Shopping Center. “Guests should look 
forward to an exciting summer with us as we 
provide a fun-filled schedule of entertain-
ment for families, including everything from 
musical performances and fireworks to some 
of the best food trucks in the area - the activi-
ties will be endless!”

CONCERT SERIES
Kicking off a series of outdoor perfor-

mances throughout the summer will be a 
musical concert by The Amish Outlaws 
from 7 pm – 9 pm on Wednesday June 

25. The rest of the concert schedule 
includes: NYC Swing Band on Thursday, 
July 3; Milagro on Wednesday, July 9; 
Strawberry Fields on Wednesday, July 16; 
Hazzard County on Wednesday, July 23; 
The Benjamins on Wednesday, July 30; and 
Almost Journey on Wednesday, August 6. 
Before each band performance, families can 
arrive early to enjoy a meet and greet hour 
with classic characters from Mickey Mouse, 
Sesame Street, Super Heroes and more.

FIREWORKS
The July 3 concert by the NYC Swing 

Band includes a Spectacular Fireworks 
Display to celebrate Independence Day. 
Each year, thousands of local residents and 
visitors enjoy the fireworks that amaze both 
children and adults. The band performance 
and fireworks are just part of the fun. Starting 
at 6pm on “The Green” in the center of the 
mall, strolling entertainers, including stilt 
walkers, face painters and balloon artists, will 
captivate the audience with their talents. The 
band will perform at 7 pm and fireworks will 
follow at 9:30 pm. Guests can also visit the 
Cross County booth, located near the center 
stage, for a free handheld American Flag.

60 YEARS OF SUMMERS 

ANNIVERSARY EVENT
The month of July continues with 

various celebrations including the much 
anticipated 60 Years of Summers on 
Saturday, July 12 where shoppers are invited 
to join in the celebration of Cross County 
Shopping Center’s 60th Anniversary. The 
all-day festival will take place throughout 
the center and will include decades-themed 
fashion shows, live concerts, food trucks and 
children’s activities. Additionally, Food Bank 
for Westchester will have its mobile pantry 
on site to raise money for the approximately 
200,000 Westchester residents hungry or at 
risk of being hungry.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
Throughout the rest of July and into 

August, Friday Fun Days will keep children 
entertained. At each event, children under 
the age of 12 will enjoy a free interactive 
musical show, plus an arts and crafts activity 
on The Green on July 18, July 25, August 8 
and August 15 from 9 am to 11 am. Parents 
and guardians interested in bringing children 
to these events must register by calling 914-
968-9570 or direct email to Dena Boyle at 
dena.boyle@macerich.com.

SIDEWALK CHALK ART 

FESTIVAL
The Sidewalk Chalk Art Festival on 

Saturday, August 2, which will take place 
from 10 am to 4 pm throughout the mall 
that day, will provide an opportunity for 
the community to see amazing works of art 

created in chalk by both professional and 
amateur artists. The theme of the festival 
is the “1950s” in honor of the mall’s 60th 
Anniversary. During this event, children can 
visit Kid’s Zone from 1pm to 3 pm for free 
art activities. Children will also be invited 
to draw in chalk throughout the center. At 

the end of the day, guests will vote for their 
favorite chalk art display and three more 
artists will be awarded prizes up to $500. 
Receive an artist application by visiting the 
center’s website or calling the management 
office at 914-968-9570.

For more information about 

SummerFest at Cross County Shopping 
Center, visit www.crosscountyssummerfest.
com or follow the center on Facebook.com/
crosscountyshoppingcenter.

About Cross County Shopping Center
Cross County Shopping Center, 

owned by Brooks Shopping Centers, LLC, 
was acquired by Leonard Marx, Sr. and 
Charles Benenson in 1976 on behalf of a 
strategic partnership between Merchants’ 
National Properties, Inc., and Benenson 
Capital Partners, LLC. Merchants’ National 
Properties, Inc. (NASDAQ-MNNP) 
(www.merchantsnationalproperties.com 
), a prominent New York City based real 
estate investment, development and man-
agement company, incorporated in 1928, 
currently has interest in 63 properties in 
20 states. Benenson Capital Partners, LLC 
(www.benensoncapital.com ), a New 
York–based firm dating back to 1905, has 
holdings in over 150 properties throughout 
the United States, Canada and Europe.

Cross County Shopping Center 
features more than 100 specialty stores and 
restaurants including Macy’s, Zara, H&M, 
AX Armani Exchange, Swarovski, TGI 
Friday’s, Panera Bread Café, Chipotle and 
more. Children’s play areas, free parking and 
seasonal events draw millions of residents 
to the outdoor center, year-round. Cross 
County Shopping Center is located at the 
junction of Interstate 87 and the Cross 
County Parkway in Yonkers, NY. For more 
details on stores, events, hours and other 
Center happenings, log on to www.cross-
countycenter.com.

 

Cross County Shopping Center Kicks Off SummerFest 2014 with Fireworks and Concerts
Outdoor Concert Series Begins June 25; Fireworks scheduled on July 3
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Will this story never end? 
We all know that someday 
Snowden will cut some 
deal and come home. In the 
meantime, the NSA will lie 

about complying with the new regulations 
and we can go on with our lives, forgetting 
about all of this – just as we’ve forgotten 
about Crimea, Syria, the faulty intelligence 
that led us into the Iraq War, etc. We are 
just too busy for all of this – there are layoffs, 
mergers, student loan debts, the shrinking 
middle class, etc.

But the facts keep grabbing us. Glenn 
Greenwald writes a book, “No Place To 
Hide” (The same title as another wonderful 
book, Washington Post’s Robert O’Harrow’s 
2006 book about the data collected about us), 
detailing his interaction with Edward 
Snowden that led to Snowden turning 
over a copy of the documents purloined by 
Snowden from the NSA. Then the normally 
insightful Michael Kinsley pans the book 
in a New York Times book review (http://
www.nytimes.com/2014/06/08/books/
review/no-place-to-hide-by-glenn-green-
wald.html --posted online a week and a 
half prior to its June 8th actual print publi-
cation) and scads of comments are posted 
to the Times criticizing the review (I didn’t 
post a comment but, after reading it, I wondered 
if we read the same book). Then the Times 
Public Editor Margaret Sullivan writes 
a response to the criticism (http://pub-
liceditor.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/27/
kinsley-greenwald-and-government-
secrets/), ending it with “A Times review 
ought to be a fair, accurate, and well-argued 
consideration of a book. Mr. Kinsley’s piece 
didn’t meet that bar.” Then Kinsley responds 
to Sullivan’s comments (http://publicedi-
tor.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/05/28/
michael-kinsley-responds-to-criticism-of-
greenwald-review/) with a letter than I find 
unconvincing and does not make his review 
palatable to me.

Then Snowden himself appears on 
United States television in an hour-long 
interview with NBC’s Brian Williams 
(http://www.nbcnews.com/feature/edward-
snowden-interview) on May 28th and, the 
next day, Secretary of State John Kerry, 
in an NBC interview with Chuck Todd 
calls Snowden “a coward” and “a traitor” 
(http://www.politico.com/story/2014/05/
edward-snowden-coward-john-kerry-
msnbc-interview-nsa-107157.html).

While all this is going on with 
Snowden, his principal adversary (at least 
in the background), the National Security 
Agency or, as it is popularly called, the NSA 

(the joke around Washington for years when 
everybody denied the agency’s existence, was that 
the initials stood for “No Such Agency”) was 
back in the news. On May 31st, the New 
York Times, in an article “N.S.A. Collecting 
Millions of Faces From Web Images” (http://
www.nytimes.com/2014/06/01/us/nsa-col-
lecting-millions-of-faces-from-web-images.
html?_r=0), revealed that the “agency inter-
cepts “millions of images per day” — including 
about 55,000 “facial recognition quality images” 
— which translate into “tremendous untapped 
potential,” according to 2011 documents 
obtained from the former agency contractor 
Edward J. Snowden. While once focused on 
written and oral communications, the N.S.A. 
now considers facial images, fingerprints and 
other identifiers just as important to its mission 
of tracking suspected terrorists and other intel-
ligence targets, the documents show.” On my 
weekly radio show on June 1st, technologist 
and moderator of one of the most presti-
gious mailing lists on the Internet, Dewayne 
Hendricks, expressed great concern about 
programs like this, as well as the entire 
surveillance program and likened it to 
the CBS weekly drama “Person of Interest” 
in which everyone in the country is under 
surveillance (and an “intelligent surveillance at 
that,” in which all information about the person 
can be immediately brought up while viewing 
her / his picture or real-time activities). He sug-
gested that we should all be watching the 
show because “It is not fantasy. We are there 
now – or, at least, soon will be.” (the full inter-
view is available at http://www.blogtalkradio.
com/johmac13/2014/06/01/the-weekly-john-
mac-radio-show; the complete list of shows to 
date is available at http://www.johnmac13.
com).

Perhaps of even more concern was an 
article in the June 8th Washington Post by 
Andrea Peterson, “NSA: Our systems are so 
complex we can’t stop them from deleting 
data wanted for lawsuit” (http://www.
washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-switch/
wp/2014/06/09/nsa-our-systems-are-so-
complex-we-cant-stop-them-from-dele-
ting-data-wanted-for-lawsuit/). Peterson 
writes “In a hearing Friday, U.S. District for 
the Northern District of California Judge 
Jeffrey S. White reversed an emergency 
order he had issued earlier the same week 
barring the government from destroying 
data that the Electronic Frontier Foundation 
had asked be preserved for that case. 
The data is collected under Section 702 
of the Amendments Act to the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act.

“But the NSA argued that holding onto the 
data would be too burdensome. “A requirement 
to preserve all data acquired under section 702 
presents significant operational problems, only 

one of which is that the NSA may have to shut 
down all systems and databases that contain 
Section 702 information,” wrote NSA Deputy 
Director Richard Ledgett in a court filing sub-
mitted to the court.

“The complexity of the NSA systems 
meant preservation efforts might not work, 
he argued, but would have “an immediate, 
specific, and harmful impact on the national 
security of the United States.” Part of this 
complexity, Ledgett said, stems from privacy 
restrictions placed on the programs by the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.”

As a technology professional for fifty 
years, I can’t believe this. Does this defense 
mean that, if a US agent in Moldavia con-
tacted the NSA with information that 
Joe Smith in Peoria was just found to be 
an Al Qaeda agent – “please save all corre-
spondence and phone records of his,” the NSA 
would answer “Some records are scheduled to be 
deleted and, although they haven’t been yet, it’s 
too complex for us to interfere with the deletion 
process.” There are only two possible answers 
to this scenario:

The NSA is lying to the judge (as though 
this has never happened before) or

There is, for all the computer hardware 
and technology professions in the NSA 
universe, incompetence here (well, they let 
Snowden walk out with the agency’s crown 
jewels).

Either way, there is something really 
wrong here. Although I would hate to have 

either, the first possibility seems even “less 
worse” than the second.

From the very beginning of this story, I 
had mixed feelings about Edward Snowden. 

I was happy that we had found out the 
illegalities that our government had perpe-
trated in the name of security yet I, a former 
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More Snowden—Inept, More Than Insidious? etc., etc.
Department of Defense employee, had 
strong reservations about Snowden violating 
his employment oath.

As the story unwound and more and 
more what seemed to be the violation of our 
constitutional guarantees of privacy became 
apparent, I was coming around to the feeling 
that, if Snowden truly felt that this was the 
only way he could get enough information 
out to force changes in the surveillance of 
American citizens, he might have been 
justified.

So I was moving toward sympathy for 
Snowden when I began reading the afore-
mentioned Greenwald book and it moved 
me further along. In the short introduction 
to the book, Greenwald builds a convincing 
case that the NSA surveillance of Americans 
must be reined in. As the book unfolds and 
Grunewald travels to Hong Kong to meet 
Snowden, his thoughts are conflicted – “why 
is this guy doing this?” – “why is he willing to 
subject himself to pursuit, trial, and possible 
imprisonment?” – “what motivates him?” – 
and upon meeting Snowden he pursues 
this line of questioning, He receives what 

he considers superficial answers until, after 
continually pushing Snowden for more, one 
day Snowden blurts out “The true measure-
ment of a person’s worth isn’t what they say they 
believe in but what they do in defense of those 
beliefs. If you’re not acting on your beliefs, then 
they probably aren’t real.” This answer felt 
sincere to Greenwald and, in conjunction 
with Snowden’s previous answers, pushed 
him over the edge into trusting Snowden 
and sympathizing with him – and the book 
had the same general effect on me.

I still have some reservations because, 
in spite of the strength of the book, I know 
neither Greenwald nor Snowden person-
ally and there is always the possibility that 
Greenwald, although a reporter I respected 
since his Salon days, could be simply 
snowing the readers well.

I do, however, know John Perry 
Barlow, former student of a friend of mine, 
Kit Reed, at Wesleyan College, cattle 
rancher, Grateful Dead lyricist, co-founder 
of the Electronic Frontier Foundation 
and critical observer of the development of 
“cyberspace” -- and have known him for over 
twenty years through our mutual interest in 

the evolution of this new virtual world. I trust 
both Barlow’s knowledge and ability to read 
people (Once, sitting around at a conference 
in the early 90s, he said to me “Well, you were 
a cop”, When I replied that I had been, he said 
“you must have been”. Again, I said that I have 
never been but added “Although both my father 
and grandfather were”. Obviously satisfied with 
his original insight, he said “I knew it. It’s in your 
aura.”).

Barlow interviewed Snowden via visual 
Internet connection as the keynote of the 
2014 Personal Democracy Forum on June 
8th. The conversation, entitled “Surveillance 
and Its Discontents: A Conversation Across 
Cyberspace” (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3QrZlHFgxA0), was not an 
attempt to explain Snowden’s actions or to 
raise sympathy for him; it was rather a dis-
cussion of the dangers that the government 
surveillance presents for all of us and why it 
is so important for all citizens to understand 
these dangers. Snowden impressed me with 
his knowledge, his concern for our constitu-
tional protections, and what I took to be his 
obvious sincerity. I was sold!

I spoke to Barlow later and asked him 
for his impressions of Snowden. He replied 

“I know of no one in Edward Snowden’s gen-
eration whose courage in the defense of those 
principles that literally *are* America exceeds 
his. Many are willing to die for America - as Ed 
surely is as well - but I think there’s not a soul 
who is more willing to *live* for her under such 
ugly circumstances when the vast majority of her 
citizens believe that standing for what America 
was designed to be for is treason. He is, in 
addition, great company, which is not something 
one can say about most great heroes of conscience.”

Parenthetically, in 1996, while at Davos, 
Switzerland, Barlow issued a “A Declaration 
of the Independence of Cyberspace” (https://
projects.eff.org/~barlow/Declaration-
Final.html) in which he saw no place for 
the bickering of governments nor their 
regulations in this new virtual world, a place 
he described in a talk at NYU Law School 
“where the flesh becomes word.” Little did we 
foresee at the time that the threat was not 
that we would be regulated or taxed but 
rather that our government would use it as 
a tool against its citizens.

I end this piece, by going back to the 
end of the Barlow / Snowden discussion:

Barlow and Snowden agreed that we 
must “Reset The Net,” stating that the tools, 

such as Google’s new “End-to-End” encryp-
tion for Gmail, now exist to let us fight back. 
They agreed that “we don’t have to ask for our 
privacy; we can take it back.”

Snowden then said “All I did was put 
this information out there. It’s up to you to decide 
what you are going to do about it.” And Barlow 
replied “I hope that that question rings in every-
thing we do. The United States of America, such 
as it is, exists to ask that question and answer 
it right …. And God Bless you, Edward 
Snowden for helping us answer it!”

(I strongly suggest that everyone watch 
the interview video and read the Greenwald 
book, available in hardcover and Kindle and 
Nook formata)

Creative Disruption is a continuing 
series examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, 
college professor and radio host. Links to 
other writings, Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio 
broadcasts at www.johnmac13.comhttp://
www.johnmac13.com/.
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GovernmentSection
Town Board Moves on Demolition of Dangerous Structure

By RICH MONETTI
On Tuesday, June 3rd, 2014, 
the Bedford Town Board 
met for the first of its two 
monthly meetings. As such, 
they got right down to 

business with the dangerous situation at 109 
Stone Bridge Road, which has languished for 
over a year.

A structure was left severely damaged 
by fire in January 2013. Building Inspector 
Steven Fraietta officially issued his report and 
recommendation before the board. Deeming 
the situation as a danger to public safety, 
Fraietta said, “The structure is actually leaning 
and looks like it’s going to fall.”

Its easy accessibility via open windows 
and the garage presents the most troubling 
aspect. “Anyone who wanders in puts their life 
in danger,” added Fraietta.

Nonetheless, property owner Brian 
McCarthy still requested a hold through his 
attorney Joe Melhage. “The owners are in a 
dispute with the insurance company over the 

contents still inside the home,” advised the 
White Plains attorney.

Melhage has thus asked for a two-month 
delay on the demolition date the town was 
proposing. “The property owner needs time to 
protect his interests,” asserted Melhage.

In response, Supervisor Chris Burdick 
reasoned that the contents could simply be 
moved to storage but Melhage still deferred. 
“It’s not as simple as moving the contents,” 
advised Melhage.

Suggesting the property owner use a 
photographer to document the move, the 
Town Board was not at all sympathetic given 
the resident’s blatant disregard of all official 
efforts to fairly mitigate the issue. “Your client 
has had five no shows in court appearances,” 
lectured Burdick.

Legal Counsel Melhage’s explanation 
on behalf of his client was that his business 
dealings frequently keep him abroad. But 
Burdick countered that actions could still 
have been taken, while the case was made 
even weaker as the supervisor got Melhage to 
admit that he was just retained last week.

That said, the board initially extended 
the date for demolition from June 13th to the 
20th so contents could be removed. “It’s being 
demolished on the 20th whether the contents 
have been removed or not,” said Burdick.

Before the argument closed, an even less 
amused Board Member Francis Corcoran 
added another stipulation. Corcoran said the 
entire property must be secured in two days 
time. Corcoran was succinct in the course of 
action, believing it appropriate. “We should 
declare an emergency demolition,” advised 
Corcoran.

Burdick was amenable, and demolition 
shall proceed on either June 5th or June 20th - 
depending on whether the property could be 
secured by the owner.

The Board thereafter switched gears in 
presenting the Town of Bedford Conservation 
Green Awards to among others, several area 
schools. Bedford Hills Elementary, Katonah 
Elementary and the Rippowam Cisqua 
School have all implemented sustainability 
programs that involve composting, gardening 
and food and water waste management.

Principal Zbynek Gold accepted for 
Bedford Hills and described how being 
rejected for the Safe Routes Grant paved the 
way for their success. “In all the work leading 
up to apply, we realized there was a lot of work 
we could do without the money,” said Gold of 
their Growing Green Citizens Project.

On the contrary, Katonah Elementary 
was able to make the most of actually receiv-
ing that very grant. “I’m very proud to live 
and work in Bedford and have our school be 
recognized for our sustainability efforts, said 
Assistant Principal Christine Schroeder.

Not to be outdone, Rippowam Cisqua 
turned 180 tons of food waste into compost 
– thus alleviating the world’s land fill load. 
“You should see this thing firing out, said 
Conservation Board Member Rosemary Lee 
of the Rippowam’s Rocket Compost system.

Utilizing waterless toilets and a com-
puterized irrigation system for athletic fields, 
H20 conservation combines with the propul-
sion to lead the way for what today’s children 
have been left with by their parents. “These 
are the problems we created as adults, and 

the models these students are pursuing can 
make the world a better place, said Principal 
Matthew Nesbo.

Finally, pedestrian safety on Cherry 
Street closed the evening. Dave Perry of Safer 
Cherry Street characterized the residential 
thoroughfare between Route 35 and 117 
as an unregulated stretch where speed and 
weight limits are constantly exceeded. “There 
have been a number of close calls,” said Perry.

Not diminishing the seriousness of the 
concerns and expressing gratitude whenever 
citizens reach out to the department, Police 
Chief William Hayes reported that the town’s 
traffic study shows zero speed related colli-
sions between 2008-2012.

Nonetheless, Bill O’Neill of Safer Cherry 
Street implored the board to name at least one 
citizen to the upcoming planning board as it 
creates a crosswalk to connect Cherry Street 
and the village. “The crosswalk needs to be as 
safe as possible,” said O’Neill.

The Board acknowledged the request 
and concluded the meeting.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.
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LEE HAMILTON COMMENTARY

What Our Country Needs From the Press
By Hon. LEE H. HAMILTON
These days, the scandal 
involving long wait times at 
VA hospitals can feel like 
some made-in-Washington 
spectacle generated by poli-

ticians looking for headlines. But it isn’t. It 
had its genesis in a late-April report on 
CNN that as many as 40 veterans may have 
died waiting for appointments at VA hospi-
tals in Phoenix.

This investigative piece was notable for 
two reasons. It’s been a while since a news 
story so quickly provoked such a storm of 
public indignation that a cabinet secre-
tary — deservedly or not — had no choice 
but to resign. And it’s a reminder of just 
how important old-fashioned shoe-leather 
reporting remains to our system of govern-
ment, especially when it uncovers official 
misdoing.

One of the basic truths about our repre-
sentative democracy is that it does not work 
without solid information. Public officials, 
both elected and appointed, need to know 
what’s happening in the communities they 
serve, and the people who live in those com-
munities need to know what the government 
they elect and fund is doing in their name.

A lot of forces try to distort that flow 
of information, or even block it altogether 
— from officials who aren’t living up to 
our expectations to politicians counting 
on public ignorance to lobbyists and advo-
cates hoping to sway public opinion. This is 
why the press — and by this I mean print, 

broadcast and online journalists — is so 
crucial to our country’s health. It is, or ought 
to be, a steady, dispassionate, truth-seeking, 
skeptical and tough-minded force for public 
understanding.

In an ideal world, our media would 
focus on the serious side of the news. It 
would explore and highlight the substance 
of issues, not simply the politics of issues. 
It would detail the facts underlying a story, 
rather than dwelling on the personalities at 
play in the story. There is a place for enter-
tainment that plays off the news — as people 
like Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert have 
amply demonstrated — but in their search 
for an audience, news executives shouldn’t let 
it become a substitute for dogged reporting 
and the traditional values of accuracy, truth 
and fairness.

These are not easy times for journalists, 
however. I don’t pretend to understand all the 
forces that are reshaping what we see, hear 
and read in the news media, and I know that 
news executives are struggling with a host of 
formidable economic and social challenges. 
Yet if the line between news and entertain-
ment gets blurred, if loud opinion replaces 
accurate reporting, and if journalists take the 
easy road of covering politics and the horse 
race rather than the core of policy-making 
— substance, consensus-building, and the 
painstaking search for remedy — then rep-
resentative democracy is in trouble.

New organizations and websites are 
trying to make up some of the ground 
that’s been lost in the years of news-industry 

turmoil: investigative outfits like ProPublica 
and the new wave of “explanatory” and data-
driven sites like Vox and 538.com. But their 
very presence suggests that they see a void 
to be filled. These days, only a handful of 
news organizations in the country have the 
resources — both human and financial — to 
spend weeks or months chasing an inves-
tigation. Given the cuts that have stripped 
newsrooms of the expertise they once con-
tained, I sometimes wonder whether the 
kind of reporting that brought us Watergate 

and uncovered the Enron scandal could still 
occur.

Because make no mistake: we need 
maximum oversight. You and I need it if 
we’re to be certain that misdeeds cannot 
hide in the darker corners of government. 
And Congress needs it if it’s to carry out 
one of its core responsibilities: overseeing the 
operations of government. All of us rely on 
the press to check abuses of power, see that 
laws are properly implemented, hold officials 
accountable, and tell those officials when 
their policies and operations are failing or 
going astray. Without a strong independent 
press, those in power could simply tell us 

what they want us to know and we’d be none 
the wiser. And that is no state of affairs for a 
democracy.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years.

Go to Facebook for information about the edu-
cational resources and programs through the 
“Center on Congress at Indiana University, 
and to share your thoughts about Congress, civic 
education, and the citizen’s role in representative 
democracy. “Like” them on Facebook at “Center 
on Congress at Indiana University.”

GOVERNMENT

Assemblyman Abinanti Announces State 
Grants Awarded to Local Public Libraries
GREENBURGH, NY – June 2014 
-- Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(D-Greenburgh/Mt. Pleasant) announced 
that the New York State Library has 
awarded construction grants to three public 
libraries in the 92nd Assembly District: 
Ardsley, Hastings-on-Hudson and 
Mount Pleasant. The grants are supported 
by a $14 million capital fund appropriation 
in the 2013 State Budget for construction 
and renovation of public libraries and public 
library systems in New York State.
•   The Ardsley Public Library will receive 

$17,469 for the acquisition and installa-
tion of a whole building generator and an 
upgrade to the HVAC system by replacing 
30 year old heating and air conditioning 
units.

•  The Hastings-on-Hudson Public Library 
will receive $59,969 for the expansion of a 
community room to allow greater atten-
dance for library and community based 
programs.
•  The Mount Pleasant Public Library will 
receive $64,969 for the replacement of the 
main air handler, heating pumps and sump 
pumps, and the installation of an air vent in 
the elevator mechanical room.

“I am pleased that the Ardsley, Hastings 
and Mount Pleasant Libraries were rec-
ognized and selected to receive these 
much-needed grants,” said Abinanti. “Local 
libraries are critical to our communities and I 
will continue to be an advocate for more state 
investments to the library system.”

 

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.
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YONKERS, NY – June 13, 
2014 -- A first-ever LGBT 
Advisory Board was recently 
appointed by Yonkers 
Mayor Michael Spano, 
which included a diverse 

group of community residents, ranging from 
an openly gay high school basketball coach, 
a nurse and the former Executive Director 
of Marriage Equality New York, who will be 
among the seven members of the committee.

“I’m very pleased to give this dynamic 
group of individuals a platform in which to 
discuss issues of importance for the growing 
LGBT community and Yonkers residents”, 
Mayor Spano said at the swearing-in 
ceremony, conducted at City Hall. The for-
mation of the group now brings the number 
to four active advisory groups to the mayor’s 
office, including one for Hispanic residents, 
the African American community and 
Youth.”

All serve to make recommendations 
to the Mayor on pertinent issues relative to 
their interest group.

Those named were Amy Alvarez, Peggy 
Borgstede, Anthony Nicodemo, Eileen 

O’Connor, Emmanuel Segarra-Otero, 
Robert Voorheis and Ralph H. Wilson.

The members bring a broad range 
of experiences and backgrounds to the 
committee:
•  Ms. Alvarez, a married mother of two, has 

a long history of involvement with youth 
work, including foster care experience and 

helping to form a teen safe space program. 
She has an MSW and completed her 
internship at Center Lane, a program for 
LGBT youth, sponsored by Westchester 
Jewish Community Services.

•  Ms. Borgstede, an accountant, was the 
founder of Interfaith Task Force for 
LGBT Homeless Youth, an organization 

which successfully created shelters in New 
York City for displaced queer teens. She 
and her partner of 19 years have a son. 
She also serves as a Process Coach for the 
Methodist Church.

•  Mr. Nicodemo, along with serving as head 
basketball coach at Saunders High School, 
is also the director of the Lower Hudson 
Valley Coaches Association. He is one of 
the few openly gay basketball coaches in 
the United States and was recently profiled 
in Out Sports and the New York Times, 
among other media. He is on the advisory 
board of Center Lane.

•  Ms. O’Connor, a Family Nurse Practioner, 
is a founding member of the Yonkers 
Paddling and Rowing Club. She and her 
partner of 32 years have a daughter and 
have been legally married for just over a 
year.

•  Mr. Segarra-Otero, at 23, is the youngest 
member of the group. He is a Yonkers 
native and product of Yonkers public 
schools. He is currently a mass media 
communications major at Westchester 
Community College and is on the advisory 
board of Center Lane.

•  Mr. Voorheis, is a longtime activist for 
marriage equality, having formerly served 
as the Executive Director and Treasurer 
of Marriage Equality NY. He cur-
rently is the District Office Director for 
Assemblywoman Shelley Mayer. He 
and his husband, Michael Sabatino Jr., 
the Minority Leader of the Yonkers City 
Council, have been together for 36 years 
and were featured in the 2010 documen-
tary “March On-The Movie.”

•  Mr. Wilson is a former program director 
of the Empire State Pride Agenda, a 
statewide LGBT political advocacy orga-
nization and was a high school English 
teacher in Brooklyn. He and his partner 
have been together for 13 years. He is also 
a former board member of Gay Men of 
African Descent.

The creation of the pioneering body 
by Mayor Spano is groundbreaking in that 
Yonkers is the only city in Westchester 
County to have a group dedicated to LGBT 
concerns.

In regards to her participation in the 
group, Mrs. Alvarez, the group’s sole non-gay 
member, stated, “It has been ingrained in me 
to fight and advocate for those who have 
been marginalized and ignored by society.”

GOVERNMENT

Mayor Mike Spano Appoints LGBT Advisory Board

GOVERNMENT

County Legislators Shimsky and Jenkins Call for Sprain Ridge Pool Design to Be Completed
WHITE PLAINS, NY – June 12, 2014 
-- Westchester Legislators MaryJane 
Shimsky (D-Hastings-on-Hudson) 
and Ken Jenkins (D-Yonkers) called on 
County Executive Rob Astorino and his 
Administration to provide an update on 
existing design plans for the Sprain Ridge 
Park Pool renovations, a project approved 
by the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators (WCBoL) years ago but uni-
laterally stopped by the Administration in 
2010.

The two legislators urged the 
Administration to move forward with the 
present, original pool design after Tuesday’s 
meeting of the BOL Infrastructure 
Committee, chaired by Shimsky, which 
included discussions concerning new 
bond legislation totaling $5.5 million for 
the modernization of the pool, which was 
recently sent by the Administration to 
the WCBoL for consideration. Astorino 
Administration officials were hoping to 
have the bond approved in committee, but 
admitted that no actual new design work 
had commenced yet.

“Normally a capital project would be 
presented to the Board of Legislators for 

construction bonding when sixty percent 
of the design has been completed,” said 
Jenkins. “Since the original design is 
old it needs to refreshed and updated, 
at least to produce a new set of accurate 
figures for construction costs. Then the 
plan can be re-evaluated by the Board. 
The Administration was instructed by 
the Board to do so, but to date has not. 
Meanwhile, no design was completed for 
this new bond proposal, now almost nine 
months after County Executive Astorino 
promised this to Westchester residents, 
and that is just wrong.”

“Westchester residents are now suf-
fering through their fourth summer in 
a row without this pool,” said Shimsky. 
“There is no good reason from the 
Administration as to why this pool was 
left to deteriorate. Renovations—or a 
completely new Sprain Ridge Park Pool—
require an entirely new examination of the 
facility before we simply add money to 
the Capital Projects Budget for this year. 
Even so, the original design should now be 
updated, as intended.”

Jenkins released the plans and several 
other pertinent documents relating to the 

long-stalled renovations last November 
after Astorino announced during the 
County Executive race that it hoped to 
revive the restoration of the closed, pad-
locked pool and recreational facility as part 
of the 2014 Capital Plan.

The WCBoL prepared a financial 
analysis for every project variation offered 
for Sprain Ridge Park Pool, includ-
ing renovating the existing pool, simply 
replacing the existing pool or enhanc-
ing the pool facility to add competition 
lap lanes that would be moved from the 
pool at Playland. It made the most sense 

financially to renovate the pool, adding 
competition swim lanes and a spray park 
while utilizing the existing rocky terrain to 
create an additional attraction.

Over $1 million has already been 
spent on design costs and construction 
costs that were previously approved by 
the WCBoL. The approved pool renova-
tion project will involve reconstructing 
the existing pool complex at Sprain Ridge 
Park in a series of smaller pools, slides and 
play features that are popular in recre-
ational facilities as such these days. Work 
will include pool mechanics, piping, struc-
ture, coping, decking, landscaping and 
concession area, plus associated site work. 
New fencing will be added to establish the 
pool area as well.

After investigations showed that 
the original pool was leaking, the Spano 
Administration and WCBoL began 
working collaboratively in 2001 to reha-
bilitate the existing pool area into a leisure 
pool facility in line with a national trend to 
boost attendance and revenue at munici-
pal pools through the country. That year, 
$680,000 was spent to replace the aquatic 
playground system, and in 2006, another 

$500,000 went toward the design for the 
total project.

In 2011, the WCBoL unanimously 
voted to add $8.8 million to the 2011 
Capital Budget in order to begin recon-
struction of the Sprain Ridge Pool facility. 
Astorino Administration officials have 
trotted out a number of explanations as 
to why they have not moved the project 
forward.

Both Shimsky and Jenkins were 
taken aback by the Administration’s insis-
tence today that the bond legislation move 
forward, despite the absence of a new 
design to guide what the costs would be.

“A smart, comprehensive design for 
the Sprain Ridge Pool is nearly com-
pleted, and with that information in hand 
the Board of Legislators can make an 
informed decision on the best utilization 
of County dollars,” said Jenkins. “Starting 
the project from the beginning, with a 
new design, would mean the pool would 
remain closed for the new few years. That 
is simply unacceptable, and residents have 
every right to be angry.”
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By DANIEL PIPES 
The jihadis’ takeover of 
Mosul on June 9 won them 
control of Iraq’s second-
largest city, a major haul 
weapons, US$429 million 

in gold, an open path to conquer Tikrit, 
Samarra, and perhaps the capital city of 
Baghdad. The Iraqi Kurds have seized 
Kirkuk. This is the most important event in 
the Middle East since the Arab upheavals 
began in 2010. Here’s why:

Regional threat: The Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), a designated terror 

group, is in a position to overthrow the 
governments of Iraq and Syria and perhaps 
beyond, starting with Jordan. Straddling the 
Iraq-Syrian border, it may both erase the 
nearly century-old border between these two 
colonial creations and end their existence 
as unitary states, thereby overturning the 
Middle Eastern political order as it emerged 
from World War I. Rightly does the U.S. 
government call ISIS “a threat to the entire 
region.”

Unexpected strength: These develop-
ments establish that the most extreme and 
violent form of Islamism, as represented 
by Al-Qaeda and like groups, can go 

beyond terrorism to form guerilla militias 
that conquer territory and challenge gov-
ernments. In this, ISIS joins the Taliban 
in Afghanistan, Al-Shabaab in Somalia, 
Al-Nusra Front in Syria, Ansar Dine in 
Mali, and Boko Haram in Nigeria.

Muslims hate Islamism: Thanks to the 
ferocious reputation ISIS has established in 
its capital city of Raqqa, Syria, and elsewhere, 
an estimated quarter of Mosul’s popula-
tion of almost two million has fled. The 
current round of ISIS brutality will newly 
render Islamism obnoxious to millions more 
Muslims.

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

All Hands On Deck
By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
Village Hall government 
has undergone unprec-
edented change in just 
a few months with the 

departure of Village Administrator Harry 
Porr, Village Treasurer Bob Fels and just 
this week Superintendent of Public Works, 
Rocco Circosta, announced his retirement. 
Collectively we lost nearly a century of gov-
ernment experience.

As you can imagine, the loss of key 
personnel put additional burdens on the 
existing staff but business ran smoothly 
thanks to the cooperative, all hands on deck 
attitude of our kind and professional staff.

Thanks to the enormous assistance 
of former Mayor of Dobbs Ferry and 
Manager of Irvington, Don Marra, the 
Trustees and I were able to conduct a 
very thorough and professional search 
and interview process and a new Village 
Administrator and Village Treasurer will be 
in place on June 23rd.

It was heartening to see the incredible 
number of very accomplished and seasoned 
professionals who wanted to work in our 
Village. I believe it is a tribute to you, the 
residents.

After a very deliberate process, we have 
chosen James ( Jim) M. Palmer as our new 
Administrator. Jim has been the Village 
Manager of Mount Kisco since 2006. Prior 
to being elevated to Manager, Jim wore 
almost every hat in municipal government 
including the titles of Town and Village 
Clerk, Assessor, Building Inspector and 
Human Resources Manager. In essence, 
Jim has sat in every seat of those he will be 
supervising.

Jim dealt successfully with many of 
the issues that have also presented them-
selves here in Bronxville in recent years. 
He guided the demolition and then con-
struction of a new library, navigated the 
FEMA grant process, and worked with a 
small business district in need of revital-
ization after the economic downturn. In 
addition, he has worked very collaboratively 
with his community hospital, Northern 
Westchester, which will be a template for 
the same in our Village.

Of great need / importance at this 
juncture for Village government, Jim 
has great computer acumen and under 
his leadership Mount Kisco was the first 
Westchester community to digitize all tax 
maps, the entire water and sewer infrastruc-
ture and all land parcels are available on a 
state of the art GIS system.

Jim will leave Mount Kisco with a 
much improved bond rating as well as 
a fund balance representing 25% of the 
general fund – the gold standard.

According to Jim, his management 
style is, “pragmatic, open, respectful and 
thoughtful” and he will, “serve our custom-
ers, the community of Bronxville, efficiently 
and effectively in a professional manner.”

Jim is an active member of the 
Westchester County Stormwater Advisory 
Board and the Mount Kisco Historical 
Society, two interests that nicely dovetail 
with Bronxville’s priorities.

Jim is the father of twin five-year-old 
girls and actually took his wife on their first 
date to Bronxville for dinner and a movie. It 
was destiny! I told him that we are so happy 
he is joining the Bronxville team that we 
pre-emptively named a street in his honor.

Our new Treasurer comes to us from 

the Village of Mamaroneck. Currently 
Deputy Treasurer, Lori Voss is responsible 
for duties analogous to our needs though 
her current budget is three times that of 
ours. A CPA and MBA, Lori is proficient 
in all of the newest computer systems as 
well as extremely proficient in debt financ-
ing and New York State Compliance Laws.

Lori’s favorite aspect of municipal 
accounting is the interface with the local 
taxpayers and residents.

Her preliminary goal for the Village 
is to upgrade our accounting software and 
implement point-of-sale, telephone and 
on-line credit card payments, including but 
not limited to on-line tax payments.

A loyal Yankee fan, which makes 
her of like mind with everyone at Village 
Hall, save the Police Chief! Lori and her 
husband Robby enjoy canoeing, garden-
ing and reading with winter reserved for 
football and the Green Bay Packers.

Jim and Lori have both the personal 
and professional skills that will suit our 
Village. Please come in and introduce 
yourself and share a welcome.

On a sadder note, Superintendent 
of Public Works Rocco Circosta will be 
leaving us after ten years for a job in the 
private sector.

Losing Rocco’s skills as an engineer 
will only be surpassed by the loss of his 
greater interpersonal connections with 
staffers and Villagers alike.

We wish him all good things in an 
exciting new life chapter and thank him on 
behalf of a grateful Village for his unwaver-
ing devotion to Bronxville.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, direct your perspective by e-mail 
to: mayor@vobny.com .

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

ISIS Rampages, the Middle East Shakes
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Continued on page 18
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The Fall of Eric Cantor
An Outbreak of Paedophobia, The Fear of Children

POLITICS

By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
The slam-bang, end-of-the-
world defeat of Republican 
Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor signifies... what? 

The chattering class will find support for 
its varied pre-existing explanations, a lot of 
it true. But don’t discount pure bad luck and 
bad timing.

Outside of the right-wing echo 
chamber, the notion of Eric Cantor as 

insufficiently conservative is tough to accept. 
Smart he is. He provided intellectual cover 
and legislative expertise to a movement 
seeking to repeal the New Deal, Obamacare 
and the social safety network. There were 
none of the warning signs of carelessness 
or ideological impurity that often lead to 
sudden defeat, especially in primaries.

Except. Cantor was not a reliable 
opponent of immigration reform, or amnesty, 
depending on your vocabulary. Within Tea 
Party circles that constitutes surrender to 
the Chamber of Commerce, a bastion of 

liberalism. In a Republican primary, that’s 
an accusation that can stick, and it stuck to 
Cantor.

Even so, he seemed to have things 
under control. Until an unexpected stroke 
of bad luck. Children. Tens of thousands 
of children. Little children, adolescents. On 
their own. A sort of modern-day Children’s 
Crusade occurred, and even worse, got a lot 
of national attention. In the week leading up 
to the Cantor primary tens of thousands of 
unaccompanied children had been crossing 
the US/Mexico border. One logical and 
widely circulated explanation was that the 
Dream Act and various Obama administra-
tive actions had taught a lot of families that 
children who came over the border illegally 
had a good chance of staying in the US. Their 

parents didn’t. Thirty thousand kids poured 
in, were arrested and started to overwhelm 
detention facilities.

“See what happens when you even 
think about “amnesty”!!! cried talk radio. A 
potent but abstract issue had a face and unre-
lenting TV time. It reminded the Republican 
base that Cantor had strayed on how to treat 
undocumented children. In the end, a con-
trollable Tea Party challenge caught fire and 
Cantor was a dead duck.

This ain’t chopped liver. The expected 
right-wing electoral bogeymen had begun to 
diminish. Obamacare was working, climate 
change was everywhere, gay marriage 
was yesterday’s fight. Something new was 
needed. The Tea Party, we fearlessly predict, 

will turn to “amnesty” and try to broaden the 
argument. You will hear that illegal immi-
gration and amnesty are the real causes of 
extended economic stagnation. You will hear 
that immigration and amnesty are the real 
cause of economic inequality. “Those people” 
depress wages and make life impossible for 
working families.

There’s a long history of using immigra-
tion as a wedge issue in elections. Sometimes 
it works. Eric Cantor succumbed to acute 
paedophobia, a fear of children. Get ready 
for a Republican onslaught seeing if fear of 
children will spread beyond the 7th District 
of Virginia. They don’t have much else.

Follow Richard Brodsky on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/richardbrodsky

ISIS Rampages, the Middle East Shakes
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Ultimate frustration: Therefore, 
however much damage the Al-Qaeda-
type organizations an do to property and 
lives, they ultimately cannot emerge victo-
rious (meaning, a caliph applying Islamic 
law in its entirety and severity) because 
their undiluted extremism both alienates 
Muslims and scares non-Muslims. In the 
end, tactically cautious forms of Islamism 
(e.g., that of Fethullah Gülen in Turkey) 

have the greatest potential because they 
appeal to a broader swath of Muslims and 
less worry non-Muslims.

Sunnis vs. Shi’ites: ISIS military 
advances directly threaten Iraq’s Shi’ite 
dominated, pro-Iran regime. Tehran 
cannot allow it to go under; accordingly, 

Iranian forces have already helped retake 
Tikrit and greater Iranian involvement has 
been promised. This points to a replica of 
the ethnic lines in Syria’s civil war, with 
Turkish-backed Sunni jihadis rebelling 
against an Iranian-backed Shi’ite-oriented 
central government. As in Syria, this con-
frontation leads to a humanitarian disaster 
even as it turns Islamists against each 
other, thereby serving Western interests.

The Mosul Dam looms: In the 1980s, 
Saudis and other Arabs funded a poorly 

constructed, quickie dam on the Tigris 
River about 35 miles northwest of Mosul. 
Substandard construction means it leaks 
and needs constant grouting and other 
expensive measures to avoid cataclysmic 
collapse. Will ISIS hotheads continue 
these repair works? Or might they skimp 

on them, thereby threatening not just 
Mosul but much of inhabited Iraq with 
catastrophic flooding?

American failure: More clearly than 
ever, the success of ISIS forces exposes 
the over-ambitious goals of the U.S.-led 
invasion of Iraq (and, likewise, of 
Afghanistan), which cost the West thou-
sands of lives and over a trillion dollars. The 
fancy façade of $53 billion in American-
sponsored institutions, from failed 
hospitals to the Iraqi National Symphony, 
have been exposed as the fiasco they are. 
ISIS soldiers standing triumphant atop 
U.S.-supplied military equipment brings 
home the folly of once-high American 
hopes for “a stable, democratic, and pros-
perous Iraq.”

Republicans: Republicans unfairly 
blame the ISIS victories on Barack 
Obama: no, George W. Bush made the 
commitment to remake Iraq and he signed 
the “Status of Forces Agreement” in 2008 

that terminated the American military 
presence in Iraq at the close of 2011. For 
the Republican Party to move progress in 
foreign policy, it must acknowledge these 
errors and learn from them, not avoid 
them by heaping blame on Obama.

Democrats: The execution of Osama 
bin Laden three years ago was an impor-
tant symbolic step of vengeance. But it 
made almost no difference operationally 
and it’s time for Obama to stop crowing 
about Al-Qaeda being defeated. In fact, 
Al-Qaeda and its partners are more dan-
gerous than ever, having moved on from 
terrorism to conquering territory. The well 
being of Americans and others depend 
on this reality being recognized and acted 
upon.

Western policy: This is basically a 
Middle Eastern problem and outside 
powers should aim to protect their own 
interests, not solve the Middle East’s 
crises. Tehran, not we, should fight ISIS.

First published by the National Review 
Online on June 12, 2014.

http://www.danielpipes.org/14473/
isis-iraq-mosul

Mr. Pipes (DanielPipes.org) is president of 
the Middle East Forum.

Map with towns under the control of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria.

(“There is no deity but God, Muhammad is the prophet of God”) and “The Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria” both below and in the upper right.

Mosul residents fleeing ISIS turned roads into parking lots.

Continued from page 17
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LE G A L  N O T I C E S

S&G WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/14/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O Donald Giannattasio 
Seligson & Giannattasio, LLP 723 North Broad-
way White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

BELMONT CORONEA LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 26 Belmont Ave Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CYPRESS CORLISS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 18-20 Cypress Street Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of The Beauty Parlor, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with NY Sec. of 
State on 1/14/14. Office located in Westches-
ter County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: the LLC, 100 Main 
St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

CASSIDY & SONS PROPERTIES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/16/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 771 Nepperhan 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

Law Offices of Nichelle A. Johnson, PLLC  Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/16/2014. Office in Westchester Co.; SSNY 
design. agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the PLLC at 240 North Avenue, Ste 215, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801.  Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the NY State Sec-
retary of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: 
Westchester County. The secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  The secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any such process 
against the LLC to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

SURROGATE’S COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF CLINTON
In the Matter of the PROBATE of the Will of 
       CITATION 
 JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU
 a/k/a  Deceased.     
  File No.  2013-251
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:
 TO: John Lovell and William Lovell and TO ANY AND ALL PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM 
as heirs at law, next of kin, devisees, distributees, assignees, legal representatives, successors in 
interest, creditors, mortgagees, lienors, and legal representatives of them and the successors in in-
terest of all of the aforesaid parties and generally anyone having or claiming to have an interest in this 
proceeding or who is in any way related to the decedent, JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU, late of PLATTS-
BURGH, NEW YORK;  
 TO THE CHILDREN, IF ANY, THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS whose last known address 
was the area of Yonkers, New York on or about 1966; Craig Olsen of Aniwa, WI having presented a 
Petition for the Probate of the Will of JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU, decedent, dated December 17, 2013, 
relating to both real and personal property;  YOU, THE CHILDREN OF, IF ANY, THE ABOVE NAMED 
PERSONS ARE CITED TO SHOW CAUSE before the Surrogate’s Court of Clinton County, at the Surro-
gate’s Office, Clinton County Government Center, Plattsburgh, New York, on the 21st day of July, 2014 
at 9:30am why a decree should not be granted admitting said Will to probate and directing issuance 
of letters testamentary to Petitioner, Craig Olsen. IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have caused the seal 
of our said Surrogate’s Court to be hereunto affixed.
 WITNESS, HON. PATRICK R. MCGILL, Surrogate, this 4th day of June, 2014.
 (s) _________________________________(L.S.)
 Debra Babbie, Chief Clerk

TO THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS, the foregoing Citation is served upon you by publication pursuant 
to an Order of the Hon. Patrick R. McGill, Judge of the Surrogate’s Court of the State of New York, 
County of Clinton, dated the 4th day of June, 2014, and filed with the Petition and other papers in the 
Office of the Clerk of said Surrogate’s Court in Plattsburgh, New York.  The object of the preceding is 
to probate the Last Will of JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU, County of Clinton, State of New York.    
 James J. Coffey, Esq.       
 Attorney for the Petitioner     
 39 Broad Street
 Plattsburgh, NY 12901
 Tel: 518-561-5510
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By JOHN SIMON
The two great anglophone 
playwrights of our day are 
the Irish Brian Friel for 
drama and the English 
Alan Ayckbourn for 

comedy. Ayckbourn’s comedy is like nobody 
else’s: unique and probably the finest since 
Shakespeare’s. What makes it so special, I ask 
myself, now that three of his comedies are 
playing at the 59E59 Theaters for a limited 
but glorious run. As I write this I have seen 
only “Time of My Life” and “Farcicals”; 
“Arrivals & Departures” will be in a future 
column.

There is first of all the sheer quantity and 
variety of Ayckbourn’s oeuvre, a writer seem-
ingly as young as ever at 75 and now writing 
his 78th play. Even though Ayckbourn is 
always unmistakably Ayckbourn, he never 
repeats himself. Some of the plays are better 

than others-–some more farcical than 
comic—but all about recognizable human 
beings, and many of them masterpieces.

What Ayckbourn knows is that 
comedy has to be serious business. Even the 
situations, weird as they may be, are funda-
mentally human. And that already is a key. In 
most great comedies characters are too good 
or too bad to be strictly true. They may be too 
clever or too dumb, improbably sophisticated 
or spectacularly preposterous, or even labori-
ously stupid. No one, however, could be quite 
a Coward or Molière character, no matter 
how brilliant.

Ayckbourn’s people are basically real, 
even if gifted with a heightened reality and 
a special, as it were poetic, charm. With 
all their blithering and blundering, their 
absurdities and outrageousness, they could 
be--are--us. Only “us” in a wonderfully 
intensified, freewheeling avatar, which may 
have one foot in breakneck mania, and the 
other in grotesque fallibility.

Unlike in most comedies, these 
Ayckbourn people suffer and even die, and 
some of them can express themselves with 
a poignancy worthy of Chekhov. Sometimes 
indeed Ayckbourn doesn’t even try to be 
funny, however easily enchanting humor 
pours from him. Often there is a shadow 
on the humor, a strangulation in the laugh, 
a pain melded into the wit.

The marvel, or poetry, is in the grandeur. 
These characters are grandly foolish, 
supremely inept, sublimely floundering, or 
else touching in their battered intelligence. 

They are “us” projected onto a large screen, 
heroic stumblers, blowing up the trivial to 
tremendous proportions and yet hauntingly, 
humblingly, sidesplittingly us.

Add to this that Ayckbourn is the 
perfect director of his own plays and that 
even without affording high-priced stars 
he elicits superb performances such as the 
gifted, disciplined British actors dispense 
sovereignly, even without being Gielguds 
or Oliviers. In the three plays that constitute 
the “Ayckbourn Ensemble,” all the actors 
appear in two of the three plays, sometimes 

in multiple parts, and 
emerge as delightful as 
they’re different.

In “Farcicals” the 
trick is that we are given 
two plays: Act I “Chloe 
With Love,” Act II “The 
Kidderminster Affair.” 
In each, the same two 
couples in a pleasant 
garden setting are in 
different, but maybe 
not all that different, 
situations. In both acts, 
Reggie and Penny, and 
Teddy and Lottie, are 
immersed in somewhat 
problematic marriages, 
with each couple helping 
or hindering the other in 
gorgeous imbroglios.

In one, it is Lottie’s 
physical-sexual infe-
riority feelings and 
their bizarre solution 

that proves 
riotous; in 
the other it 
is the mistaken fear of imaginary 
infidelities that spins the plot. 
But this is almost secondary to 
the delicious curlicues around 
the main themes, in dialogue 
that is both humorous and witty 
(two quite different things), and 
always devastatingly believable.

In “Chloe With Love,” the 
dramatis personae are cynical, 
cunning Penny (Elizabeth Boag) 
and wallflowerish, self-esteem-
less Lottie (Sarah Stanley) 
boisterous, bumbling Teddy (Bill 
Champion), and wiser, but not 
by much, Reggie (Kim Wall) 
plus a lot of drunk red wine 
and a character-transforming 
red wig. In “The Kidderminster 
Affair,” the very name of the sup-
posedly incriminating locale sets 

off the ever more embattled couples carrying 
on around a comic barbecue grill.

“Time of My Life” is an absolute 
masterwork, a triumph of the comic imagi-
nation underpinning some often serious, 
even briefly tragic goings-on. It takes place 
in what may be a London restaurant of a 
strange invented nationality, the three tables 
displaying a fictional flag, and a cockamamie 
parody of some middle-eastern language as 
spoken by the bibulous owner, Calvinu, and 
waiters Tuto, Aggi, Dinka and Bengie (all 
five played by the same inspired actor, Ben 

Porter), ranging from charming and smart to 
mean or stupid.

At the big table, which at times holds all 
six principals, are Gerry, a fairly stolid 60ish 
businessman and his unfulfilled, flirtatious 
fiftyish wife Laura. At a small table down left 
are the couple’s older, prosaic and philander-
ing son Glyn, and his amiable, put-upon wife 
Stephanie. At another small table down right 
is the younger, artsy and flighty son Adam 
with his latest inamorata, Maureen, a very 
blond, dizzy but not dumb, hairdresser sus-
pected of sluttishness by Laura and Dinka.

Agitated relationships prevail at each 
table, but often spread into--how shall I put 
it?—transtabular, animating this work that 
examines the human condition from various 
ingenious angles sometimes seriously comic, 
sometimes comically serious. The principals 
are mostly on the cusp between dignified 
and ludicrous; with the restaurateur and 
waiters, diversely interacting with the six 
clients, roll-in-the-aisles hilarious.

The way the whole thing is orchestrated 
or strategized is breathtakingly clever, yet 
never precious or unreal, with a deep under-
standing of the paradoxes and contradictions 
of life’s ways and byways. Especially impres-
sive is the subtly matter-of-fact way in which 
much of the drama and levity is introduced, 
and the way the time of the play, while 
standing almost still at the big table, keeps 
leaping backward or forward at the smaller 
ones, with the time of anyone’s life precari-
ous and changeable from laughter to tears 

and back.
The profoundly philosophical climax 

consists of a closing scene for all six princi-
pals, ostensibly repeating the opening one, 
with, however, sufficient accretions and 
dramatic irony, whereby we now possess 
knowledge of the very different outcomes 
from what the opening scene seemed to 
promise, not to mention all that went on 
in-between and kept us in fascinated, jocular 
suspense.

A whole different set of actors from 
those in “Farcicals” work equal wonders here, 
as do the various designers; but more about 
them in the near future; I don’t want to end 
with a list of unfamiliar names. Instead, let 
me again salute the author: Hail mighty 
Ayckbourn, the Shakespeare for our time.

Time of My Life  - Ayckbourn 
Ensemble,  part of Brits Off-Broadway at 
59E59 Theaters, 59 East 59th Street, New 
York, NY .  Scheduled to end on June 29, 
2014 . Ticket purchase(s) accomplished 
by calling (212) 753-5959 or visiting 
www.59e59.org

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Sarah Stanley, Kil Wall, Bill Champion, and Elizabeth Boag in Alan Ayckbourn’s Farcicals. Photo by and courtesy of 
Andrew Higgins.

Richard Stacey as Glyn and Emily Pithon as Stephanie in Alan Ayckbourn’s Time of My Life. Photo by and 
courtesy of Tony Bartholomew.
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