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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in,
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

Of Significance
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 Holistic Health Services   •  240 North Ave. Suite  204 A, New Rochelle, NY 10801    •   914.630.1928

 Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you during challenging times such as 
grieving the loss of a loved one or recovering from a negative relationship.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism • Spiritual & Psychic Healing 
By Appointment, Only.   

Free consultation given on first visit.
914.630.1928

FeatureSection

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 
10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or on demand. Share your perspective 
by calling  (347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: http://www.
blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

French Banking Giant BNP Paribas’ ‘Tour de Fraud’ Is the Catalyst for Yonkers ‘Getting Our Fair Share’ of Funding
By HEZI ARIS
BNP Paribas, a French 
bank, on Monday, June 
30, 2014, pleaded guilty to 
federal and state criminal 
charges. The $8.9 billion 

penalty exacted will be split between the 
federal and state government. The record 
sum is meant to warn all financial institu-
tions that they may not skirt United States 
sanctions law if/when conducting business 
with specific nations. New York State 
coffers will swell to the tune of $2.2 billion 
by August 1, 2014. Caught flat footed are 
Mayor Mike Spano, Yonkers City Council 
President Liam McLaughlin, Yonkers City 
Council Majority Leader John Larkin, 
Minority Leader Michael Sabbatino, 
Council Members Dennis Shepherd, 
Michael Breen, Chris Johnson, and Corazon 
Pineda, New York State Conference Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Senator George 

Latimer, Assemblymembers Gary Pretlow, 
and Shelley Mayer.

It seems New York’s Financial Services 
Department will receive approximately $2.2 
billion that will be directed to NY State’s 
General Fund which will, upon receipt, be 
apportioned as the governor and elected 
officials deem appropriate. The issue is 
simple, now that the state’s fiscal stress has 
been lessened, is it not appropriate to make 
the City of Yonkers whole at long last?

This writer will be the first to admit that 
Buffalo, Syracuse, Rochester, among other 
communities have for too long suffered the 
wrath of fiscal decay. New York State has 
rationally apportioned funding to those 
communities under a formula that deliv-
ered greater subsidy to them. In the process, 
Yonkers did the best it could. Even so, it has 
not been enough. Yonkers has sincerely not 
gained a “fair share” of funding.

Recognize that the issue of BNP 

Paribas’ guilt has long been known; in fact 
spoken about in the European media for 
many months. Recognizing the funding 
stream would come online by August 1, 
2014, why did Mayor Mike Spano arrive 
at an accommodation with New York 
State Governor Andrew Cuomo without 
considering that the pending BNP Paribas 
guilty plea would be propitious in remedy-
ing the fiscal incongruity when it comes to 
funding the Yonkers Board of Education? 
Were this legal outcome recognized by 
Mayor Mike Spano’s Administrative staff, 
Yonkers would be in a better way today. 
Did Governor Cuomo’s Administrative 
staff outsmart the less knowledgeable 
Mayor Spano’s Administrative staff? Is it 
plausible that Governor Cuomo’s represen-
tative, Lawrence Schwartz, was in the know, 
but Yonkers 2nd Deputy Mayor Sue Gerry 
was not? What was Mayor Mike Spano’s 
input? Did he know that BNP Paribas was 
caught? One must ask who is watching the 

store for Yonkersites? Will Mayor Mike 
Spano admit his failed negotiations with 
Gov. Cuomo’s Staff, that marginalized the 
Albany Delegation, as deficient in grasping 
the bigger picture? Why didn’t Finance 
Commissioner John Liszewski advise 
Mayor Spano? Where was C.P.A. finan-
cial wizard Nick DeSantis? Were they also 
unaware?

The only issue over the last few months 
was to find agreement over the money to 
be exacted against BNP Paribas. Was it to 
be a $10 billion plus penalty or less? After 
long negotiations, even weeks after French 
President François Hollande and U.S. 
President Barak Obama met at the White 
House to specifically speak to this issue, the 
final penalty fee evaded agreement, that is, 
until the June 30, 2014 announcement.

While Yonkers silently seethes about 
not getting its “fair share”, there are none 
among our elected and / or appointed offi-
cials who seem to comprehend the fiscal 
dexterity and needs of the City of Yonkers. 
Not so Gov. Cuomo, who wanted the 
money deposited in the general fund. He 
even negotiated language in the 2014 budget 
that requires the attorney general to cede 
control of the money from settlements to the 
state coffers. In the meanwhile, Yonkersites 
are kept unaware that they have again been 
dismissed because Yonkers City Hall have 
dismissed Yonkersites under their harangue 
of being transparent of all they do upon the 
public’s behalf. What am I missing here? 
Gov. Cuomo knows how to get it done. In 
fact he has. The money will be all moved to 

the General Fund. What has Mayor Spano 
accomplished?

What are Yonkers’ elected representa-
tives going to do to lobby for remedy to the 
two-decades long financial calamity Yonkers 
has endured? What is their plan? Did 
Yonkers’ elected officials ever devise a plan? 
Have they any intention in working on such 
a plan as of their reading this Hezitorial? 
Does anyone in Yonkers governance have 
the financial and educational scope to speak 
to Yonkers having been slighted for to many 
years in the past and how to go about fixing 
it? Are Yonkersites going to sit idly by 
while the opportunity to mitigate Yonkers 
financial woes and the Inter Municipal 
Agreement are allowed to endure when they 
can be mutually dissolved with an infusion 
of $100 million?

Who will speak for Yonkers? Not one 
in Yonkers has been heard from on this issue. 
Why? They have yet to figure it out. Let’s not 
say anything and perhaps they will believe it 
is their idea. Truth be told, I was fully aware of 
the issue, covering it on the Westchester On 
the Level radio program many times over the 
past few months. I lost all hope in Yonkers 
governance but was reminded that while 
Yonkersites stew in misery, hearing that we 
don’t get our “fair share”, we have not heard 
how to change our circumstances. Must 
the mistakes at the top become the burden 
of the citizenry? Why must Yonkersites 
endure this suffering? It is management that 
is at fault, not the Yonkers taxpayer. All the 
more reason for me to speak truth to power! 

Continued on page 4

http://www
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

Why doesn’t Yonkers hear from Republican 
Leader Justin Tubiolo, who works on Wall 
Street? Why hasn’t Symra Brandon, Yonkers 
Democratic City Chairperson spoken to the 
issue? Why hasn’t Ken Jenkins, President 
of the Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency, have anything to say? Has everyone 
in Yonkers become mute?

Of the $2.2 billion, the Manhattan 
District Attorney’s office, under state law 
can hold onto $449 million for anti-crime 
programs, a sum equal to approximately 5 
times their annual budgetary needs. $1.7 
billion will be moved into New York State 
and New York City coffers.

So where are we? We are at the point 
where every would-be Santa Claus only 
promises to deliver the goodies, but when 
Christmas arrives in August 2014, we will 
get nothing but coal. Who among Yonkers’ 

can-do elite remedy the insult Yonkers has 
long suffered at the hands of the political 
non-aggression pacts that have moved those 
in the respective parties while bilking the 
taxpayer of responsible and prudent repre-
sentation. Yonkers is a special interest. It is 
our home. It’s time for all concern to do what 
they have been elected to do. Get it done!

Why should the MTA, among other 
“special interests” be given some of the 
funds to upgrade their infrastructure while 
they hold onto real estate poperty they are 
squatting on to their ridership’s detriment. 
Another bailout; again on the taxpayer’s 
back. Why?

I am certain to hear from a simple-
ton among us who will quote that once 
approved, the New York State Budget 
Adopted on April 30th, 2014, exactly 2 
months prior to this final penalty outcome, 
cannot be appended. Au contraire, mon ami, 

the New York State Legislature can be called 
back to attend a special session to right the 
wrongs of the past with this “newly-found” 
money, upon approval by the New York 
State Legislature. Time to call the NYS 
Legislature to a Special Session.

I wonder if there are still any lobbyists 
in Yonkers employ, that have gotten us into 
this mess in the first place, who know how to 
appeal for the taxpayer’s benefit, rather than 
for themselves.

Oh, yes, just in case someone has 
brought these issues to the attention of 
Albany, let us see the proof of your telling 
in writing, in video, in letter, email, or carrier 
pigeon proving your intellect and your lack 
of transparency.

No takers? I thought so. Even so, let’s 
get it done! There is no time to waste.

French Banking Giant BNP Paribas’ ‘Tour de Fraud’ Is the Catalyst for Yonkers 
‘Getting Our Fair Share’ of Funding
Continued from page 3

TIRED OR RETIRED?

The Old Guard of Westchester
By AUSTIN LEMPIT
There is a likely answer to soothe your mas-
culine quandary. One such operation is The 
Old Guard of Westchester, NY, an 80-year 
old man doing what works and has found 

many old opportunities for the retired 
business man or professional. And it is almost 
cost free. An immediate caution is required; 
there is a small annual membership fee that 
helps pay for the use of the spacious lecture 
hall rental all year long and for the coffee and 
goodies that greet you as you enter.

The members are all Old Pros whose 
earlier lives were committed to such special-
ties as stock brokerage (and he now plays 

terrific piano solos as you enter the hall on 
Tuesday morning before 10:00 a.m., adver-
tising, PR executives, creative geniuses, a 
prominent hardware retailer, accountants, 
and chemist; almost any niche can be 
found to have occupied man while trying to 

support his family. There are many among us 
you would like to meet – they are all much 
more mature than aggressive. During mid-
season there are more than 150 of them. All 
these men became members because they 
were bored-stiff with the meager opportuni-
ties they had found elsewhere in the market 
or, perhaps, the options cost a great deal more 
than the Old Guard annual membership fee.

When the membership meeting first 

opens on Tuesday there is a succession of 
notices given by the president, the recording 
secretary, and by other functionaries regard-
ing management accomplishments, plus 
bowling and golf scores, Bridge triumphs 
and management accomplishments, 
bowling and golf scores, planned excursions, 
as well as theatre and concert arrangements. 
In all, there is more than enough to keep a 
semi-active man involved. Or he can relax 
and just observe.

Almost every meeting day there are 
special presentations that are likely to be 
described as lectures on every subject imag-
inable, from finance and education, history 
and countless others. There have been in the 
recent two years over 100 lectures covering 
adventures to esthetics, to retailing and eco-
nomics and politics (with a surprising new 
subject to follow).

The Old Guard evolved from a need 
that was noticed by retired Westchester 
executives over 50 years ago. And they 
learned about the idea from an Old Guard 
group that was formed earlier in New Jersey. 
There is no pressure on the members except 
to recognize that they are present to enjoy 
what goes on and, if they desire, to actively 
participate in the goings-on.

Joining the Old Guard of Westchester 
is requires an application. One may do so 
by calling (914) 400-4623, or by writing to 
or visiting The Old Guard of Westchester 
at 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY 
10605, from about 9:30 A.M. to 12:00 
Noon, every Tuesday. (Sunshine, Rain or 
Snow.)

Members of The Old Guards of White Plains assembled in celebrating a recent membership event.

mailto:publisher@westchesterguardian.com
mailto:whyteditor@gmail.com
mailto:WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales � nal. No cash or credit card refunds.

BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222     GROUP SALES (914) 592-2225

LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

DOWNLOAD THE

WBT App

Your Favorite Savings Event Is Back!

Wrap Up Your 
Holiday Shopping in July 

and Save Big on Everyone’s 
Favorite Holiday Gift!

2ND CERTIFICATE MUST BE OF EQUAL VALUE. Both Gift Certificates must be purchased at the same time. 
Discount applies to Gift Certificates for Two only. Discount may not be applied to previous or future purchases. 
Cannot be used with any other coupons or discounts. Gift Certificates not valid on Gold Star Performances.

 BUY 1GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR TWO
FOR A COMPLETE DINNER & SHOW AT WBT AT THE REGULAR PRICE

GET A 2ND
 GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR TWO

FOR A COMPLETE DINNER & SHOW AT WBT FOR

1/2 PRICE!
THAT’S A SAVINGS OF $80 ON AN EVENING GIFT CERTIFICATE!

Gift Certificates for Two to the WBT
WBT Gift Certifi cates Purchased During July 2014 Sale will be 

Good Through January 31, 2016, and Offer a Choice from

10 MAINSTAGE BROADWAY MUSICALS
WEST SIDE STORY, GODSPELL, SHOW BOAT and more

PLUS 18 Months of Special Entertainment Events!

CommunitySection
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
We just finished the grad-
uation party circuit and 
I must say I have never 
eaten so much good food 

in such a short period of time.  The only 
gluttony break came when I broke away 
to write this week’s “dieting must start 
soon” edition of “News & Notes.” 

Thanks to the Westchester Cycle 
Club (WCC) and the Rye-based non-
profit Linking Handlebars, dozens of 
Westchester County foster children will 
receive a bicycle and helmet as part of the 
“Bikes4Kids” initiative.

Recently, the Westchester Cycle Club 
gave away its first bikes to ten children 
ranging in age from 4 to 15 during an 
event at the White Plains YMCA. Since 
April, Bikes4Kids has collected and 
refurbished approximately 50 bicycles – 
and counting.  People can donate gently 
used bicycles directly to WCC or at any 
of the nearly 20 local bike shops that have 
signed on as partners. WCC collects and 
stores the bikes in space donated by the 
White Plains YMCA. WCC volunteers, 
at times with the help of the local bike 
shops, then refurbish the bicycles.

On Sunday, July 20th at the 
Marshlands Conservancy in Rye, you can 
“Explore the Shore,” check out Fiddler 
crabs, snails, mussels and just about 
anything else that can be found in the 
sound...

How about cupcakes…  Chef Leanne 
of Myoung Gourmet in Mount Kisco is 
offering her talents to a new generation of 
wanna-be bakers.  On Monday, July 21st 
at 6:00pm children ages 4 through 10 will 
learn how to decorate the perfect cupcake 

and all participants will get to take their 
signature cupcakes home along with their 
very own chef hat. Call Chef Leanne at 
914- 241-6333 to reserve a spot today.

Want to go for a Wildflower Walk? 
Then join the good folks at Muscoot 
Farm in Somers on Sunday, July 20th, 
at 10am.   Meet author Carol Gracie 
for a walk to learn about and identify 
wildflowers.

Escape the summer heat and have a 
ball at the Katonah Museum of Art with 
a Saturday afternoon story time on July 

12th at 10:30am. Whether it is baseball, 
basketball, soccer, athletes, big and small, 
use balls in amazing ways.    Listen to 
sports Coach Chris Del Campo read 
about characters that have hilarious 
adventures on the field.  Then, try a few 

sports moves yourself.  After the reading, 
create imaginative, colorful balls for the 
sport of your choice.  

My daughter Kate will love this… 
head over to Hilltop Hanover Farm 
in Yorktown Heights on July 26th for 
“Cheese Making 101.” Join cheese-guru 
Carol Lake for a hands-on workshop on 
the art of cheese-making.

A mid-summer treat is on the 
calendar in Peekskill…everyone is invited 
to the 8th Annual Music Festival Friday, 
July 25th, from 8:00pm to 11:00pm and 

Saturday, July 26th, from 12:00Noon to 
10:00pm. On Friday evening Peekskill’s 
downtown restaurants will host The 
Battle of the Bands: “The Best of the 
Valley.”  If you pick the winner who will 
get the opportunity to perform on the 
Main Stage during Saturday’s Festival… 
I, of course have been banned from the 
contest.   Saturday will include music 
from The Rock of Ages Band, The Night 
Hawks, Livin’ the Blues Band, Jessica 
Lynn, Dana Edelman, and the winner of 
“Best of the Valley.”  Come out and enjoy 
artisan foods, craft beers, wines, goods 
from local artists, specialty food trucks 
and a Road Knights car show. Parking 
and admission are free…

I would like to take this opportunity 

to applaud my Manhattanville College 
Sports Business Management Masters 
class for the great job they did producing 
and writing a recent episode of our sports 
radio show “The Clubhouse,” it looks like 
the future of sports business will be in 
good hands.

We really are having a blast on “The 
Clubhouse,” so please keep listening on 
WGCH 1490AM Wednesdays at 7pm 
or stop on by and join us at Grand Prix 
NY, I’ll be the guy with a smile on my 
face…see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire. 

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

The New Ambassador Wolf Pup
CONSERVATION

By HELEN WEISMAN
The Wolf Conservation 
Center (WCC) located in 
South Salem, NY, is home to 
Mexican, red, and “ambas-
sador wolves.” All of these 

wolves are full-grown wolves with the excep-
tion of the newest member to the group who 
is to become an ambassador wolf himself. 
He is now approximately 2 ½ months old. 
While there is much to say about all of the 
wolves at the WCC, this article is dedicated 
to Nikai, the youngest and newest of the 
Center’s ambassador wolves.

When I recently saw Nikai at the 
WCC he was only 7 weeks old and weighed 
just over 10 pounds. He will, very shortly, be 
tasked with helping the Center’s guests learn 
about the importance and plight of his wild 
kin. By the end of the summer, he will join 
3 other ambassador wolves, Atka, Alawa, 
and Zephyr in an outdoors fenced in area. 
In the mean time he has human babysitters 
along with full-grown German shepherd 
dogs, and Maggie Howell, executive director 
of the WCC, taking care of him round the 
clock. He was put on exhibit at the end of the 

Continued on page 6

Manhattanville College Sports Business Management Masters class joins “The Clubhouse” gang 
at Grand Prix NY in Mount Kisco.
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first week in June, but will not really begin 
teaching people until he is living in an open 
enclosure.

What impressed me the most about 
his rearing was that he was taken from 
his mother and littermates to be raised by 
humans at the age of one month. Watching 
him play with the myriad of toys that were 
brought to him was like watching a human 
baby play. Ms. Howell commented while 
we watched him play, “He’s just a baby. Just 
like any child, he’s going to play and want to 
chew, discover, and explore. He really is an 
amazing little kiddo and we are just thrilled 
to have him as part of our family.” She went 
on to explain that the pup has been very 
comfortable so far meeting people as well as 
traveling. Right now, he travels in a kennel of 
sorts, similar to the type used for taking dogs 
to the airport in. He has one in his van where 

he is at least once a day taken somewhere 
by Rebecca Bose, the WCC curator. For 
the first few weeks of his stay at the WCC, 
Nikai was taken care of solely by Ms. Bose 
and the WCC’s founder, Helene Grimaud. 
As of now, his care is open to a small group 
of approximately 8 volunteers and staff who 
rotate their time 24 hours a day. Nikai, at 
the time I visited, was always accompanied 
wherever he went by a human being and 
often by Ms. Bose’s German shepherd.

Amongst the things I found captivat-
ing about Nikai’s living conditions were his 
sleeping arrangements. He sleeps in what is 
basically a room where there is a mattress on 
the floor. In the room, there are lots of toys, 
dog beds, and even one of those kennels 
that he travels in. Ms. Howell’s observation 
was that Nikai, for the most part, has either 
been sleeping in the kennel or on the bed 
with whoever his caretaker is at the time. 
She elucidated on this point saying, “We 
are socializing him by doing this. Wolves 
are very shy naturally, and by living with us, 

sleeping with us, and being with us 24/7, he 
is going to be more open to seeing us.”            

Equally fascinating to me was Nikai’s 
future diet, which will be the same as the 
other ambassador wolves. At the time I 
visited, he was eating Bravo brand raw 
diet, which is actually a dog food, but he 
will graduate to eating steaks and other red 
meat obtained from none other than Whole 
Foods. Ms. Howell explained that the WCC 

has been very lucky to strike a wonder-
ful relationship with Whole Foods. If they 
have any food where the packaging is just 
ripped or dented, not necessarily the plastic, 
but even just the cardboard part, the store 
can’t, or won’t, sell it, it goes to the WCC. 
At this point, she says jokingly, “So they [the 
ambassador wolves] eat better than the Wolf 
Center staff, for sure.”

Nikai, a Navajo name which means 

wanderer, will be on display at the WCC 
and museums in the South Salem area 
throughout the summer. To see Nikai and 
his ambassador wolves companions, call 
914-763-2373 or visit the WCC website at 
nywolf.org

Helen Weisman is a freelance science journal- 
ist living in New York City. She has taught 
writing at The City University of New York. 

The New Ambassador Wolf Pup
Continued from page 5

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

History of Fear
By SHERIF AWAD
The Argentine film 
industry has historically 
been one of the three 
most evolved among Latin 
American cinemas, along 

with the film industries accomplishments 
of Mexico and Brazil. Throughout the 20th 
Century, film production in Argentina, 
supported by the State and by a long list of 
accomplished directors and actors, became 
one of the major industries in the Spanish-
speaking world. However the national 

production and distribution systems have 
in recent years been stymied by cumulative 
years of economic malaise and an encroach-
ment of the domestic scene by the release 

of legions of foreign titles. Circumstances 
became the catalyst for the Argentine gov-
ernment to create the National Institute of 
Cinema and Audiovisual Arts (INCAA) 
in 1987. NCAA is a publicly subsidized 

film underwriter that went on to produce 
approximately 130 full-length art house 
titles from its inception to the present. 
This new system enhanced the popularity 
of Argentine films within Argentina, and 

enlarged its popularity throughout Latin 
America, Europe and the U.S.

In Spain, for example, Argentine 
films have won fourteen Goya Awards in 
the Best Foreign Film category. The Goya 
Awards are akin to the Oscars awarded 
in the U.S. The Argentine film industry 
is thereby the most awarded Spanish-
speaking country winning this trophy. 
Likewise in the US, Argentina was also the 
only Latin American country that has won 
two Oscars (so far) for Best Foreign Film; 
the first time was in 1985 with The Official 
Story, and the second time was for The Secret 
in Their Eyes in 2009.

At the 49th Karlovy Vary International 
Film Festival in the Czech Republic this 
week, the opportunity to discover recent 
productions from throughout the world 
is palpable. The specially designated 
‘Horizons’ category include award winning 
films from major festivals. ‘Horizons’ will 
showcase the new Argentine film Historia 
del Miedo (History of Fear) by rising 

writer-director Benjamin Naishtat who 
is making his feature debut. Premiered 
in the official competition of the Berlin 
Film Festival (Berlinale) last February, the 
thrilling drama will also be screened next 
September at the 62nd San Sebastian Film 
Festival, organized annually in Spain.

At first glance, the film conjures images 
from three classic films: Don Siegel’s 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956), 
George A. Romero’s Night of the Living 
Dead (1968), and David Cronenberg’s 
Shivers (1975), where each plot revolved 
around a group of people running or hiding 
from human mutants or aliens from the 
unknown. Becoming a mutant or a zombie 
in those classic monster films were consid-
ered dramatic or visual metaphors reflective 
of totalitarianism, social injustice, isolation, 
or social detachment. And these are the 
same principles to be found in Historia del 
Miedo; where unexplained occurrences, 
such as constant power blackouts and cars 

Argentine writer-director Benjamin 
Naishtat

Pola and Tati enjoy a peaceful moment before paranoia overwhelms their calm.

Jonathan Da Rosa enacts the role of Pola, the terrorized son of a policeman investigating the 
blackouts.

Ad Edith, Claudia Cantero is attacked by a homeless man during a blackout scene.

Continued on page 7
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malfunctions, tend to evoke paranoia and 
chaos among the rich residents of some of 
Buenos Aires’ luxurious mansions. Strange 
happenings begin along a parallel timeline 
for the families and individuals from the 
opening scenes onward. A police helicopter 
is circling overhead the gated community 
in the north of the Argentine capital to 

alert the residents that they must evacuate 
to be relocated elsewhere because of power 
problems. Later, some kids ask an old 
police officer to see if their parents’ house, 
located in the same area, has been robbed. 
Meanwhile, Pola ( Jonathan Da Rosa) 
begins to exhibit unusual behavior patterns, 
while accompanying his girlfriend Tati 
(Tatiana Giménez) to a picnic spot by the 
edge of a lake. Although the water seems 
to be filthy and black, the young man drags 
Tati to splash about in the water. Tensions 
rise between the two characters and the 

viewer is left to interpret the hidden reason 
till the end of the film.

Benjamín Naishtat, the writer-direc-
tor of the film, was born in Buenos Aires 
in 1986. After completing his studies in 
Argentina, he became a resident artist 
at Fresnoy-Studio National des Arts 
Contemporains in France. Before History 
of Fear, he directed two experimental short 
films Estamos Bien (2008) and El Juego 
(2010), hence the necessity to paying atten-
tion to decipher his directorial efforts in 
this feature debut. The twenty something 

filmmaker succeeds in creating different 
characters caught in the like or same cir-
cumstances where they are dubious about 
the intentions of others. Echoes of the 
economic crisis that hit Argentina a few 
years ago, and how those times evoked 
a sense of insecurity, some argue those 
times are akin to feeling imprisoned or 
constrained in their daily lives are honestly 
reflected in his film.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 

Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia ( 
http://varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132 ) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.com ).
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

Flutist Nobuko Miyazaki
By LEE DANIELS
At last year’s performance 
in the Brooklyn Botanical 
Garden’s annual Cherry 
Blossom Festival, I was 
lucky enough to find a 

viewing spot near the front of the space 
where New York-based Japanese perfor-
mance group Taiko Masala was about to 
play.

Though not an easy feat to find a place 
near the stage among the large crowd that 
had gathered to see the Japanese drumming 
group, as well as acts by traditional dancers, 
and martial artists, I was rewarded by a 
unique and captivating experience. 

Standing out in the performance like 
brightly colored chrysanthemum jutting 
out from a hedge of dark green leaves was 
flutist Nobuko Miyazaki, at stage right. 
Both complementing and juxtaposing the 
sonorous and vividly physical drumming by 
the rest of the group, Miyazaki’s compelling 
performance on the shinobue--a Japanese 
flute made from bamboo--and music were 
enchanting, and I stood on tiptoe for the 
entire act, enthralled.

Having the great fortune of catching 
up with Ms. Miyazaki recently, for lunch 
in a Manhattan restaurant, I was even 
more delighted to discover that the artist, 
a former teacher at renowned Music in 
Chappaqua music school, was as captivat-
ing in person as she is on stage.

Originally from Chigasaki, Japan, Ms. 
Miyazaki moved to California at age eight, 
and her first love of music was centered on 
the piano.

“I accompanied my brother to his piano 
lessons when I was about 4, and decided I 
wanted to become a piano teacher, so I 
began taking lessons,” Miyazaki explains.

“I did not like the flute at first, but my 
mother gently guided me into and through 
learning to play the flute, which I started at 
age 10,” she continues.

Miyazaki’s academic formation in 
music was grounded in undergraduate study 
at Indiana University in Bloomington, IN 
with a major in classical flute performance, 
followed by one year of graduate study at 
the University of London’s prestigious 
School of Oriental and African Studies at 
(SOAS).

Following her graduation from SOAS, 
Miyazaki left London for New York, where 
she has called home ever since.

“I remember riding the Q train shortly 
after I came to New York, and there was 
this musician who began playing his 
keyboard. Then, a young woman broke out 

her egg-shaker and began to play rhythm, 
and I thought to myself, ‘this is where it’s 
at!,’” Miyazaki says.

“A lot of Japanese come here, especially 
artists, because it is a place where they can 
be themselves. It is a city that just accepts 
everyone,” Miyazaki explains.

Dividing her time between teaching 
flute and performing around the area, 
including Manhattan, White Plains, 
upstate New York, and New Jersey, as well 
as overseas—including a 2-week tour in 
12 cities in China last year, and one week 
performing in Beijing this year—Miyazaki 
also finds time to grow her passion by 
recording, with her first album expected to 
be released this year.

In part because of her strong interest 
in ethnic music, beginning with her studies 

at SOAS, Miyazaki has been a devotee 
of Arabic music ever since, joining and 
performing with the New York Arabic 
Orchestra shortly after arriving here.

“I played flute with an Iraqi oud player 
(a pear-shaped Arabic string instrument) in 
London, and have continued my interest in 
Arabic music ever since,” Miyazaki says.

Ms. Miyazaki’s plans to visit Lebanon 
later this month are tribute to both her 
interest in ethnic music and culture, and 
her intrepidness and personal courage in 
broaching new frontiers and experiencing 
new cultures.

“Many newer musicians like to follow 
trends, but I like to go back in time,” 
Miyazaki explains, with a smile that lights 
up the restaurant’s mildly drab atmosphere.

 ###

Nobuko Miyazaki’s upcoming perfor-
mances include:

Sunday, July 13, 3:00 p.m.: With Taiko 
Masala, at Widow Jane Mine, Rosedale, 
NY.

Wednesday, July 16, 7:00 p.m.: Atlantic 
City, NJ, Free Public Library’s International 
Night Series.

Wednesday, August 20, 6:00 p.m., 
“Spiral Music,” at the Rubin Museum of 
Art, New York.

A resident of Manhattan, when she 
is not performing, teaching, or composing, 
Ms. Miyazaki enjoys searching out good 
vegan restaurants.

Lee Daniels is Arts & Leisure writer for The 
Westchester Guardian and Yonkers Tribune.

Flutist Nobuko Miyazaki.

http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
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Yorktown Educator Takes on Bullying Through Kindness
By RICH MONETTI
Whether a 350-pound 
lineman cowers at being 
berated by an equally sized 
teammate, or a pint-sized 
preschool girl has her way 

with a cadre of shy and submissive class-
mates, bullying is simply an imbalance 
of power, according to long time teacher 
and educational consultant Joan Monk of 
Yorktown. Monk’s certainty is distilled from 
her experiences of implementing anti-bully-
ing strategies. Monk has also discerned that 
simply calling children out on their conduct 
falls far short of solving the problem.

“The research is showing that the 
antidote to bullying is creating a culture of 
kindness,” says Monk, who is a New York 
State District Director in the American 
Association of University Women, which 
advocates equity for women and girls through 
research, education and philanthropy.

Spending 38-years teaching elemen-
tary school in Yonkers, Monk’s consultation 
keeps her within a realm to which kids can 
relate. Fairy tales representing the arche-
typical battle between good and evil – with 
plenty of bullying – she says,

“… are a safe place to explore things 

because it’s kind of there, in that once upon 
a time place, that never was and always is.”

Building off that premise, the outcome 
that emerges is formed like drops of accu-
mulating kindness. Have you Filled a Bucket 
Today by Carol McCloud equates the state 
of each child’s day to a bucket full of drops 
and is the children’s book upon which Monk 
bases her initiative.

A full bucket of imaginary water is 
where we all want to start, while children 
may be drained by the dog who ate their 
homework, or the bully who stomped on it. 
In turn, an empathetic smile can go a long 
way to refilling lost drops.

So a well implemented bucket system 
rewards “bucket fillers” for meeting those 
frowns with a smile or simply lending a 
hand where one is needed. At the same time, 
being unkind isn’t allowed to go unabated. 
“If somebody is bullying, the culture will feel 
free enough to address it and not let it go 
on,” says Monk who is currently consulting 
on these matters for the “Y” in Yonkers

This dynamic allows kids to keep score, 
and the teacher has the ability to weave the 
whole process into the curriculum. Bucket 
filler of the week or writing down the special 
moments and looking back later, she says, “It 
can be used in so many different ways.”

Older kids require a different type of 
stimulus to keep up their participation. “They 
can be ambassadors to the younger grade 
kids or put on plays for them,” Monk advises.

Monk cites the work of Dr. Thomas 
Lickona of SUNY Cortlandt, who directs 
the Center for the Fourth and Fifth Rs 

(Respect and Responsibility) and serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Character 
Education Partnership.

The first task is creating a community 
that supports and challenges. “This way 
everyone works together to help each other 
get better,” notes Monk.

The unit, team or class should then 
engage in self-study. “You figure out what 
you’re good at, and you know what you got 
to do to get better,” she asserted.

Once established, another study has 
the group determine where the individual 
strengths and weaknesses reside and hope-
fully it propels each member to emulate 
those members. And finally, classmates 
buddy up to help each other reach goals. “If 
you don’t reach the goal it’s a failure for both 
of you,” she says.

As to the systems effectiveness, Monk 
refers to the De Le Salle High School 
Football Team in California, which won 151 
straight games between 1992-2004. “It turns 
out for the most part that they integrated the 
four keys of Character Education,” she said.

But the typical approach to bullying 
that probably is all too prevalent simply 
becomes a failure of the old adage, “do as I 
say, not as I do.” Being reactive or forcing kids 
to apologize, amounts to an adult version of 
bullying and reinforces the behavior, accord-
ing to Monk.

In turn, the effect simply cycles out of 
control. “Often bullies end up in jail, and the 
victims can carry it with them their whole 
lives. It’s one of those wounds that doesn’t 
heal,” she concludes.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

Have You Filled a Bucket Today? By Carol McCloud; Illustrated by David Messing.

“The Life of Riley” is a very appropriate doc-
umentary about the monumental life of B.B. 
King. Riley B King born on 25th September 
1925 will soon be eighty-nine; so it’s about 
time. This DVD release is approximately two 
hours in length, produced and directed by Jon 
Brewer. King worked closely with Brewer for 
two years to construct this film. The film is 
narrated by Morgan Freeman. “The Life of 
Riley” includes appearances and contribu-
tions from: Aaron Neville, Bill Cosby, Bill 
Szymczyk (who was the producer of the 
album “Completely Well” that also included 
“The Thrill Is Gone,”) Bill Wyman, Bono, 
Bonnie Raitt, Bruce Willis, Buddy Guy, 
two time B.B. horn arranger Calvin Owens, 
Carver Randle, Derek Trucks, Dr. John, Eric 
Clapton, George Benson, Joe Bonamassa, 
Joe Walsh, John Mayer, John Mayall, 
Johnny Winter, Jonny Lang, Kenny Wayne 

Shepherd, Mick Taylor, Morgan Freeman, 
Paul Rodgers, Rev. David Matthews, Ringo 
Starr, Ronnie Wood, Santana, manager Sid 
Seidenberg, Slash, later producer Stewart 
Levine, Susan Tedeschi, Tina France, Walter 
Trout, Wayne Cartledge and many others.

Highlights include early inter-
views and concert clips, King’s move to 
Memphis, meeting up with Rufus Thomas 
and becoming a DJ on WDIA where he 
performed six nights per week. Note: B.B. 
got the radio gig when he was asked if he 
could write a jingle for one of the stations ad 
sponsors. Onto his first recordings specifi-
cally “3 O’clock in the Morning Blues,” and 
when he received a twenty-five thousand 
dollar advance (thanks to advice from Fats 
Domino) to sign with ABC records. The 
impact of albums “Live at the Regal,” and 
“Live at the Cook County Jail,” and being 

influenced by Count Basie, Duke Ellington, 
Django Reinhardt, Charlie Christian whose 
names are more synonymous to jazz, yet 
there’s his admiration for the jazz-blues 
sounds of guitarist T-Bone Walker. There’s 
a short clip of B.B. jamming with Johnny 
Winter, were King remembers his IRS 
problems, and as Winter and his band mates 
were to only white folks in the club, B.B. 
thought they might be IRS agents – not. 
King also opines about the first time he per-
formed at the Fillmore West where he saw 
the white hippies lurking around the venue, 
thought he was booked at the wrong audi-
torium. King goes on to say how enamored 
he was with Bill Graham’s announcing King 
as the “Chairman of the Board,” and how he 
cried on-stage and afterwards as this was the 
first time he played in front of a predomi-
nantly white audience.

Moving forward how manager Sid 
Seidenberg made all the right moves for B.B. 

getting him to perform in front of differ-
ent audiences and opening for the Rolling 
Stones where Bill Wyman remembers that 
it was the Stones best tour. King’s work 

with producer Bill Szymczyk convinced 
B.B. to record with studio musicians on 
“Live & Well” where half the album was 
live music with BB’s regular touring band, 
and half was recorded in the studio with 
Szymczyk’s hand-picked musicians. Which 
led to Szymczky’s studio ensemble on the 
album: “Completely Well” where “The Thrill 
Is Gone” was born with strings and violins. 
Around ’74 Stewart Levine who was well-
known for his work with the Crusaders 
started to produce B.B. and teamed King 
with the Crusaders going on tour together 
and again showcasing B.B. to yet another 
different genre audience. Later collabora-
tions with Bono-U2 with their smash hit 
“When Loves Comes to Town” and their 
89-90 roadshow. Though there was no tour 
King talks about working with Eric Clapton, 
and remembers how Clapton wanted B.B. to 
play acoustic guitar, as he did on the Alexis 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

B.B. King “The Life of Riley” DVD 
www.MVDVisual.com

Continued on page 9
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The Sounds of Blue
Korner’s “Alexis’ Boogie” with members of 
Humble Pie on “In London” from ’71, but 
King was happy playing acoustic, I thought 
he sounded great. Without going on and on, 
this fine documentary mostly culminates at 

B.B.’s museum www.BBKingMuseum.org 
at his hometown in Indianola, Miss.

The “extras” include interview segments 
with Buddy Guy, Mick Jagger with Ronnie 
Wood, Bonnie Raitt, Derek Trucks, Bobby 
“Blue” Bland, Walter Trout, Susan Tedeschi, 
Santana, Joe Bonamassa, Dr. John, John 
Mayall, Slash, and Leon Russell. There’s 

also live footage from the 2011 concert at 
the Royal Albert Hall with Ronnie Wood, 
Derek Trucks, Susan Tedeschi, Mick 
Hucknall and Slash performing (what else) 
an abbreviated “The Thrill is Gone.”

“The Thrill Is Gone” may have been 
largely responsible for commercially etching 
B.B. King’s name in stone, though I always 

felt that as good as that tune was it wasn’t 
his best; especially if you saw him (back in 
the day) performing live, his sets were hair-
raising, riveting, meaningful, heartfelt and 
forever memorable! But those who followed 
B.B. King’s career know that, and if you 
didn’t it’s clearly evident on this (very well 
done) DVD summation of the one and only 
King of the Blues. Amen.

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has 
been pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm 
with his Sounds of Blue radio show: http://
www.SoundsofBlue.com ; Previously a 
senior contributing editor at Blues Revue, 
Blueswax, and Goldmine magazines, and 
Music Editor for the Yonkers Tribune and 
The Westchester Guardian. Putignano can 
be contacted at: bob8003@yahoo.com
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PRO-LIFE

Is There a None-Month Pro-Choice Conspiracy?
By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
When I first heard, in 
the 1990’s, that abortion 
was legal through all nine 
months of pregnancy, I 
couldn’t believe it. If that 

were true, why would it not be common 
knowledge? Why would there be debate 
over where life began? I had just abandoned 
the pro-choice movement and was research-
ing the pro-life position and was finding 
most of what they said quite persuasive. 
But how could abortion be legal until birth? 
Many other people who I have spoken to 
also could not believe the law could be so 
extreme. I snuck into a local law library and 
read Roe vs. Wade and its companion case, 
Doe vs. Bolton, and discovered the pro-lifers 
were telling the truth: abortion really is legal 
through all nine months, in every state, for 
any reason, and has been since 1973.

As I’ve written elsewhere: Either by 
design or by accident, our law is confus-
ing in the extreme. The Supreme Court in 
Roe vs. Wade made it seem as if only early 
abortion was legal, saying that the states, if 
they wished, could make late abortion illegal. 
They can’t. In Roe vs. Wade’s companion case, 
Doe vs. Bolton, the High Court squashed the 
states’ right to make third trimester abortions 
illegal.

The details are important. Roe said the 
states could make third trimester abortion 
illegal unless the woman’s “life or health” was 
endangered. We should already be suspicious 
– why mention “life” if “health” is enough to 
get a third trimester abortion? If a woman’s 
life is endangered, certainly her health in 
endangered. Maybe the justices were trying 
to seem as if such late abortion were only 
to be legal in very rare circumstances. The 
Supreme Court defined “health” as “all 
factors, physical, emotional, psychologi-
cal and familial” and included the woman’s 
marital status and age. Only one other doctor 
aside from the abortionist has to attest to 
the woman’s “health.” So, the states can 
prohibit late abortion, except when one of 
“all factors” comes to pass – in other words, 
the states cannot prohibit any abortion! This 

is dishonest and misleading!
The definition of “health” was not 

included in the main case, Roe, but con-
cealed over in Doe, which most people have 
never heard of! Both cases are “of course, 
to be read together,” so everything in one 
case pertains to the other! This is another 
indication that the Supreme Court Justices 
were being disingenuous! But of course the 
entire undertaking is illegitimate because the 
Constitution makes no mention of abortion, 
so how can any of it be a Constitutional 
right?! I urge readers who don’t believe me to 
peruse the High Court decisions themselves.

As I went back and forth, reading the 
two decisions, which were written by the late 
Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun, I 
kept wondering why the author kept contra-
dicting himself. “Doesn’t he know what he 
wrote in the other decision?” I asked myself. 
“Of course he knows – he’s lying through his 
teeth!” I slammed my hand on the table.

I could not understand why people 
in the news like Peter Jennings were not 
alerting the public to the true nature of the 
law, and it was there that my true political 
education began. There seemed to be a con-
spiracy afoot to conceal from the public the 
case against nine-month pro-choicers (those 
who support unqualified abortion).

If Justice Blackmun had been candid, 
he would have included a note in Roe that 
he had a special definition of health in Doe. 
He also would have had noted in Doe by the 
definition of health, that it pertained to the 
trimester scheme in Roe. What is the purpose 
of the trimester scheme anyway? Would it 
not be simpler just to say abortion is always 
legal until birth? Maybe the purpose of the 
scheme is to deceive the reader into thinking 
the law was a compromise.

Of course, very few abortions are com-
mitted on viable children, especially in 
comparison with early abortion. But that 
is not the point. The nine-month nature of 
our law strongly suggests that it is uncon-
stitutional and that those who defend it are 
crackpots and nutjobs. The legality of late 
abortion completely alters the debate over 
abortion, taking attention away from the 

myopic focus on rape, incest and “when does 
life begin?” The six arguments that make up 
the core pro-choice position all demand nine 
month abortion, and once a person under-
stands the law, it is a simple matter to dismiss 
these arguments.

In his debate with Senator McCain, 
then-Senator Obama said, “I am com-
pletely supportive of a ban on late term 
abortion … as long as there’s an exception 
for the woman’s health and life.” McCain 
had trouble explaining the health loophole 
because it is so complicated. The various 
Freedom of Choice Acts, meant to legis-
latively emulate Roe and Doe should those 
decisions be overturned, have their own 
health loopholes. It is clear that the health 
loophole is a powerful tool for nine-month 
pro-choicers to hide their own extremism.

Imagine how the public would appraise 
Presidents Obama and Clinton if they 
knew these presidents were nine-month 

pro-choicers. Consider the fight that would 
break out each time we had to appoint a new 
Supreme Court justice. Americans would 
have a very different understanding of the 
importance of this issue and how much 
attention it warranted.

The book I most strongly recommend 
on abortion is Randy Alcorn’s “Pro-Life 
Answers to Pro-Choice Arguments,” which 
addresses this problem. After discussing a 
Gallup public opinion poll that shows that 
most Americans want most abortion to be 
illegal, Alcorn writes this:

“In reference o the 1991 Gallup poll, 
the Washington Times asked and answered a 
critical question: ‘So why has there been no 
tidal wave of opposition to the legal status 
quo of abortion-on-demand? Simply this: 
Americans don’t know what the abortion 
laws say.’

The most startling discovery of the 
Gallup poll was that only 11 percent of 
Americans have an accurate understanding 
that abortion is available throughout all nine 
months of pregnancy….

In the words of Victor Rosenblum, past 
president of the Association of American 
Law Schools, the poll revealed that ‘an over-
whelming majority of Americans simply 
do not understand what is allowed under 
current law. In many cases, it appears that 
people who consider themselves ‘pro-choice’ 
simply don’t know what they’re supporting.’ 
The poll shows that if they did know, many 
would not support it.”

Why doesn’t the public understand the 
law? Because the media is not covering the 
issue in a professional manner. They don’t 
show images of unborn children alive, dead 
or in the process of being killed. The media 
do not use candid language when discuss-
ing abortion, like using terms like “kill” and 
“baby.” They do not address the full scope of 
abortion, such as second and third trimester 
abortions.

According to Professor John Potts, in an 
essay in the book, “When Life and Choice 
Collide; Essays on Rhetoric and Abortion”, 
edited by David Mall, the problem of the 

Continued on page 10
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By LUKE HAMILTON
The world will soon belong 
to the men without chests. 
As it is, many of the first-
world nations are already 
steered by such men, includ-

ing America herself. Britain, France, Iraq, 
Spain, and our own United States are all run 
by men without chests. Looking at Congress, 
the courts, and the heads of Industry, this 
epidemic is not confined to the walls of the 
White House either. Our schools are gen-
erating men without chests at a spectacular 
rate. Masculine traits are eradicated from 
young boys before they graduate from high 
school and the mission continues in college 
where being male is considered a deformity 
which requires an apology.

I still remember sitting in a Philosophy 
& Feminism class in college (I was there to 
pick up chicks, don’t judge…) when the pro-
fessor embarked on an epic diatribe against 
manhood in our society. She was halted in 
her rant when an errant bee found its way 
to the front of the class, forcing her to shriek 
and cower behind her lectern. She only 
emerged after a guy in the front row stood 
up and escorted the bee out the nearest 
window. Oblivious to the irony, she stepped 
forward and continued to rant about the use-
lessness of all things male.

Pop culture does a great job of watering 
down masculinity when it affirms that pink 
is cool, to remain dependent into mid-adult-
hood is natural, and that parents exist for 
sponging until one can find a woman from 
which to sponge. When Maury interviews 
the (so-called) man who has more Baby 
Mamas than years of school completed, 
our society’s reaction is tolerant amusement 
instead of indignant outrage.

Sadly, women are encouraging this 
male devolution in many ways, ranging 

from well-meaning overprotectiveness 
during child-rearing to actively engaging 
in relationships with losers who don’t merit 
affection or attention. Ladies, this has to stop. 
Quit encouraging juvenility in your dude. 
Whether you are deliberately attempting to 
keep him docile and under your control or 
doing it because that’s what you learned at 
home about managing a spouse, stop it. God 
intends for your man to stand tall astride this 
globe, unashamed of his masculinity, treating 
you with honor and respect as he conducts 
a relentless campaign to win your heart and 
make you his wife. He expects your man to 
lead his household with integrity, serving as a 
mentor for children and a protector of finan-
cial and physical security. Anything you do 
to detract or distract him from this mission 
is detrimental to his identity as a man, your 
family, the community in which you live, and 
ultimately the nation itself.

This means no settling for less than is 
described above. If your fellah isn’t treating 
you with honor and respect, or isn’t leading 
his household with integrity, then you are 
contributing to the problem by continued 
involvement with a manpubescent. The 
silver lining is that he’s probably too pathetic 
to commit to anything longer than a com-
mercial break, so it might just be a question 
of slotting him into the ex-boyfriend 
category and seeking more manly pastures. 
And to be honest, there’s no reason not to 
do so if he isn’t fulfilling his duty as a man. 
To think about this situation in economic 
terms, free market forces are not at work in 

your relationship because you are deliberately 
subsidizing a faulty product. If a deodor-
ant gave you body odor, how long would 
you continue to purchase it? If a restaurant 
served you melted milkshakes every time 
you ordered, would you keep paying them 
for more melted milkshakes? Why would 
you stay in a relationship with a man-child 
who is content to shirk the responsibilities 
given him by God Almighty? (This assumes 
that you’ve at least kept the bare minimum of 
God’s criteria and not allowed yourself to be 
unequally-yoked to an unbeliever.)

Men, it’s time to fish or cut bait. At the 
end of the day, regardless of what the women 
in your life encourage or tolerate, the respon-
sibility for your masculine duty is yours alone. 
If any of the following statements apply to 
you, keep reading:

I think it’s silly to assert that a man can’t 
enjoy a day at the spa.

I apologize for my male privilege.
Yes, that is my pink polo shirt.
Why buy the cow when you can get the 

milk for free?
I wouldn’t need to surf porn if she hadn’t 

let herself go…
It is your duty to handle your house-

hold. This means you should run your 
household finances in order to manage and 
grow the resources you’ve been given. You 
are to commit to the development of the 
children in your home. This is especially 
important in today’s public school envi-
ronment where school officials are actively 
seeking ways to undermine your authority. 
This also means that Sunday School should 
be seen as supplemental spiritual education, 
not the primary source. You should cherish 
and love your lady. Her well-being (physical/
spiritual/moral) is more important than your 
hormones. A worthwhile woman would 
never be interested in “hooking up” with 
you and why would you want to waste your 
time and attention on a woman who isn’t 

worthwhile?
Simply put, our standards have slipped. 

We have allowed the criteria of what consti-
tutes a man to atrophy nearly to the point 
of androgyny. There are many factors to 
blame, but primarily this is due to progres-
sive ideology that seeks to erase all gender 
distinctions. It is up to both men and women 
to right the ship. As it stands currently, our 
kids are confused and their kids will be lost. 
We will not be much longer allowed the 
luxury of surprise when the boy-men we 
raise display feckless treachery instead of the 
honor and virtue we seek.

Luke Hamilton  is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to  be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands  of lib-
erty-starved citizens from the progressive gulags 
of Illinois to  [relative] freedom. Hamilton is 
the  creative mind/voice behind Pillar & Cloud 
Productions, a budding production  company 
which resides at www.PillarCloudProductions.
com. He owes all  to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, whose strength is perfected in his  
weakness.

nine month law being misunderstood by the 
public can be seen at Newsweek magazine. 
A spokesman for Americans United for 
Life Legal Defense Fund, a public interest 
law firm based in Chicago, was interviewed 
by a Newsweek reporter who “painstak-
ingly describe[d] the extreme nature of the 
opinions in Roe and Doe, making particular 
reference to the availability of abortion in the 
third trimester for reason of maternal health 
and the meaning of the word ‘health’ as used 
in the abortion context.”

Potts writes “… In reporting on the last 
trimester, Newsweek magazine on June 27, 
1983 wrote that in Roe v. Wade the Supreme 
Court … held that states … in the final 
months, except where a mother’s life was at 
stake … could prohibit abortions entirely to 
protect the unborn child.” (emphasis added).

Writes John Potts: “Newsweek’s state-
ment stands in striking contrast to the 
conclusions of the Roe-Doe axis. The state-
ment is not just misleading. The error is not 
a judgmental difference. Neither is it merely 
arguably wrong. It is absolutely and categori-
cally false…This constitutes an egregious 

error on an important matter.”
Professor Potts promptly reported the 

error in a letter. No response. Potts and his 
colleague, Professor Richard Stith wrote 
another letter threatening to file a formal 
complaint. Still nothing. So, two months 
after initially writing to Newsweek, Potts and 
Stith brought the matter to the attention of 
The National News Council by letter, and 
sent a copy of the letter to Newsweek. The 
magazine responded that Potts was correct 
that abortions were allowed in response 
to “life and health” but “[t]he sentence in 
question was inadvertently truncated while 
proceeding through the editorial process.” 
Newsweek also said it was unable to print the 

letters from the professors in the magazine. 
But this is not the only time Newsweek mis-
reported the trimester scheme. During the 
period that Professor Potts examined the 
magazine, it got the trimester scheme wrong 
five out of six times.

One wonders if all of this is really a 
mistake, or if it is an intentional policy to 
conceal from the public criticism of the 
pro-choice position. One wonders too if 
this deficit is limited to Newsweek or if it is 
a pattern through all the mainstream media. 
It is hard to believe that a free democracy 
could have a nine month abortion law, let 
alone one that the public was not aware of 
after so much time. It is said that the CIA 

assassinated President Kennedy and that a 
conspiracy covered it up. If that is true, that 
conspiracy is not more important or destruc-
tive than the apparent conspiracy to hide 
from the public our nine month abortion 
law. Considering its impact on killing over 
50 million American unborn children, the 
trimester scheme and its apparent cover-up 
could be one of the most destructive lies ever 
told.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to ChrisRosty@
gmail.com

PRO-LIFE

Is There a None-Month Pro-Choice Conspiracy?
Continued from page 9

SOCIETY / MEN

Men Without Chests and the Women Who Love Them
“We make men without chests and expect from them virtue 
and enterprise. We laugh at honor and are shocked to find 
traitors in our midst.”

C.S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man

TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
There have been many 
interesting stories in the 
news lately that may have 
escaped the attention of 
most because of the chaos in 

Iraq, the troubling economy, the debate over 
immigration, and just the stresses of everyday 
life.

A recent New York Times column 
by Natasha Singer in her weekly 
“Technophoria” series entitled “When 
a Health Plan Knows How You Shop” 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/29/
technology/when-a-health-plan-knows-
how-you-shop.html) delves into a “Big 
Data / Data Mining” project at the insurance 
division of the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center (“UPMC”). The insurance 

division has, according to Ms. Singer’s 
figures, approximately 2.4 million clients 
and is part of the 12.5 billion dollar UPMC 
not-for-profit business which also includes 
hospitals in Western Pennsylvania.

Ms. Singer begins the piece, “There may 
be a link between your Internet use and how 
often you end up in the emergency room” and 
goes on to describe the insurance division’s 
analysis project relating to an emerging field, 
“predictive health analytics.”

The goal of such analysis is to determine 
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By JOHN SIMON
Just when you thought you 
saw the worst show possible, 
along comes something 
worse yet. We now have a 
black musical at the grand 

Palace Theater, “Holler If Ya Hear Me,” that 
proves that no bottom remains unsurpassed. 
It could have been written by someone high 
on drugs but untalented even when sober.

When we heard through the grape-
vine that it would have lyrics by the late 
Tupac Shakur, we assumed that it would 
be biographical, which would have been 
interesting, but no such luck. What the 
book by Todd Kreidler lacks is, roughly 
speaking, everything. Somewhat related to 
black English, it has no respect for syntax 
or grammar, no ability to give full-blown life 
to its characters, no clear sense of their back 
stories, and murky even about their present. 

Even when his work is shown in projection, 
we have no sense that John is a cartoonist, 
and for all his talk about the thug life, no 
sense of Vertus as a hardened drug dealer.

It is, alas, a quite different thing when 
the songs in a musical are written to further 
a plot, and when, as here, the story has to fit 
itself to preexisting songs. And it does not 
help when mediocre lines or groups of lines 
are repeated ad nauseam. Especially when, 
in the text, we get inexplicable italics, paren-
theses, block capitals, and weird punctuation 
that cannot be enacted. The thirteen cast 

the elements in a person’s life that may lead 
to the need for health care services. Such 
determination may both improve patient 
care and contain health care costs. Ms. 
Singer describes the process – the analyzing 
of ” data like patient claims, prescriptions and 
census records to determine which members are 
likely to use the most emergency and urgent care, 
which can be expensive. Data sets of past health 
care consumption are fairly standard tools for 
predicting future use of health services.”

This type of analysis seems both 
promising and reasonable but, in an effort 
to improve the accuracy of its analysis, the 
models are being expanded to add “details 
on members’ household incomes, education 
levels, marital status, race or ethnicity, number 
of children at home, number of cars and so on.” 
One of the sources that UPMC is using 
for this information is Acxiom, a high-tech 
company which maintains a huge repository 
of information about all of us – it gathers 
it, consolidates it, and makes it available to 
subscribers (including the Federal Government 
– which cannot gather such information itself 
without appropriate warrants itself – but can 
purchase it from Acxiom). In a 1998 piece 
for the Washington Post, “Are Data Firms 
Getting Too Personal?” (www.washing-
tonpost.com/wp-srv/frompost/march98/
privacy8.htm), Robert O’Harrow wrote 
“You’ve probably never heard of Acxiom Corp., a 
giant information service tucked near the rolling 
Ozark foothills. But chances are that Acxiom 
knows quite a lot about you. Twenty-four hours 
a day, Acxiom electronically gathers and sorts 
information about 196 million Americans. 
Credit card transactions and magazine sub-
scriptions. Telephone numbers and real estate 
records. Car registrations and fishing licenses. 
Consumer surveys and demographic details.”

O’Harrow, who expanded his investiga-
tive work into a book I highly recommend, 
“No Place To Hide” (coincidently, the same 

title of Glenn Greenwald’s book on Edward 
Snowden’s revelations – also highly recom-
mended), points out in the article “What 
Acxiom does is perfectly legal – bringing together 
an array of facts from scattered sources. But the 
phenomenon known as “data warehousing” or 
“datamining” represents yet another example 
of how traditional notions of personal privacy 
have become obsolete, outstripped by technology’s 
ability to peer into personal lives.”

The use of this data, collected, by in 
large, without the knowledge of the customer 
– although much of it (but not all) comes 
from public data sources -- troubles both 
privacy advocates and health care profession-
als – Singer quotes University of Maryland 
School of Law professor Frank Pasquale, 
an expert in health law and privacy, as saying 
“This intensive, intrusive kind of data analytics 
that leads to differential treatment of customers, 
even if we are fine with it in the business context, 
needs to be disclosed in the medical context.”

This is not an “Edward Snowden / NSA 
issue”; it is simply the case of information 
gathered legally about us without our knowl-
edge – but as a result of our public actions 
– being used for our benefit or possibly our 
detriment. Aside from the point that some 
information may be in error, the larger ques-
tions are:

Do We Care?
Should We Care?
If We Do Care, What Can We Do 

About It?
Esther Dyson suggested years ago 

that it would be fair to pay us for the use of 
our information. We know that this never 
caught on but should we, at least, be able to 
“opt-out” of inclusion in Acxiom’s (or similar) 
data bases? If not, why not? It may be largely 
amassed from public sources but Acxiom 
is consolidating it and selling it. Do I not 
have the right to say “Don’t sell my personal 
information?”

Speaking of Edward Snowden, the new 
Director of the NSA, Admiral Michael S. 
Rogers, told the New York Times in a June 

29th interview that the leaks provided by 
Snowden did only manageable damage and 
does not lead him to the conclusion that 
“the sky is falling.” These comments come 
slightly more than a month after Secretary 
of State John Kerry, in television interviews 
commenting on Snowden’s interview with 
NBC’s Brian Williams, called Snowden 
a “coward” and a “traitor” and said, “More 
importantly, much more importantly, what he’s 
done is hurt his country.” He said, “What he’s 
done is expose, for terrorists, a lot of mechanisms 
which now affect operational security of those 
terrorists and make it harder for the United 
States to break up plots, harder to protect our 
nation.” It doesn’t sound as though Kerry 
and Rogers are on the same page – or maybe 
Rogers is privy to better information than 
Kerry had – or maybe Kerry’s anger forced him 
to just shoot his mouth off – or maybe whatever!

On a completely different topic, a recent 3D 
Printing breakthrough, “Researchers success-
fully 3D print blood vessels, a ‘game changer’ 
for artificial organs” (http://venturebeat.
com/2014/07/01/researchers-successfully-
3d-print-blood-vessels-a-game-changer-
for-artificial-organs/), caught my attention. 
The article by Eric Blattberg describes how 
“Researchers from the University of Sydney, 
MIT, Harvard, and Stanford have successfully 
bio-printed blood vessels, offering 3D-printed 
organs access to nutrients, oxygen, and waste-
disposal routes.”

Blattberg stresses the importance of this 
work, writing “Hundreds of thousands of people 
die annually because the demand for organs far 
exceeds the donor supply. Artificial organs could 
save those lives — and scientists just made a 
huge breakthrough in the field by “bio-printing” 
artificial vascular networks.” He quotes Dr. 
Luiz Bertassoni, the study’s lead author and 
a University of Sydney researcher as saying 
“Imagine being able to walk into a hospital and 
have a full organ printed — or bio-printed, 
as we call it — with all the cells, proteins, and 
blood vessels in the right place, simply by pushing 
the ‘print’ button on your computer screen,” 

While admitting that this is still “far away,” 
Bertassoni said this new research is a key 
advancement toward achieving that goal.

To most of us, 3D printing is like magic. 
When we read about printing wrenches with 
moving parts, body parts, whole houses and, 
now, blood vessels, we accept that it is being 
done but can’t quite wrap our minds around 
the process. This is not a new program or 
faster connection; it is something brand new 
that somewhat boggles the mind.

The first video that I saw of 3D printing 
was the copying of a working wrench. I 
immediately accepted that it was a three 
dimensional copy but was immediately 
bewildered by the fact that the system was 
able to “understand” that there were two 
moving parts on the wrench and copy them 
correctly. Once I could accept that (without 
really understanding it), I was ready to accept 
the fact that anything can be 3D printed.

What, if anything, is the connected 
thread among these stories? I feel that, taken 
together, they raise broad and important 
issues:

We continue to make breathtaking 
technology advances – the 3D printing and 
the ability to collect, analyze, and use data for 
analysis are just two examples of the continu-
ing geometric advances in technology – and 
the speed of such advances will continue to 
increase.

With theses advances, there are often 
ethical considerations that are just blown 
past by technologists. It is only by having an 
informed public demand a part in the deci-
sions of what data is collected and how it will 
be used that we can protect ourselves, not 
only from the NSA but from commercial 
firms as well.

There will always be investigative jour-
nalists and “whistle blowers” attempting 
to “wake up the public” and there is often 
overreaction to them (as in John Kerry on 
Edward Snowden) that is driven by anger 
and possibly uninformed.

For us to protect ourselves, it must be 
understood by government and business 
alike that the public has a “right to know” 
about any processing which uses public data.

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerating 
technology on the world around us. These changes 
normally happen under our personal radar until 
we find that the world as we knew it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio broad-
casts at www.johnmac13.comhttp://www.
johnmac13.com/.

Your comments to johnmac13@gmail.com are 
welcome.

      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR  PARTIES • 2  ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  
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A Major Disaster
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Continued on page 12

file:///Users/eHezi18/Downloads/www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/frompost/march98/privacy8.htm
file:///Users/eHezi18/Downloads/www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/frompost/march98/privacy8.htm
file:///Users/eHezi18/Downloads/www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/frompost/march98/privacy8.htm
http://venturebeat.com/2014/07/01/researchers-successfully-3d-print-blood-vessels-a-game-changer-for-artificial-organs/
http://venturebeat.com/2014/07/01/researchers-successfully-3d-print-blood-vessels-a-game-changer-for-artificial-organs/
http://venturebeat.com/2014/07/01/researchers-successfully-3d-print-blood-vessels-a-game-changer-for-artificial-organs/
http://venturebeat.com/2014/07/01/researchers-successfully-3d-print-blood-vessels-a-game-changer-for-artificial-organs/
file:///C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\www.johnmac13.com
http://www.johnmac13.com/
http://www.johnmac13.com/
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
http://www.ciaoeastchester.com


Page 12 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 10, 2014

members that have ostensible roles to play, 
are scarcely more real than the My Block 
chorus that four of them join to augment it 
to eleven.

Griffy, the one white member of the 
cast, runs his father’s car salvage company 
where other cast members seek work or just 
come to heckle or hang out. One such young 
black is Benny, briefly seen alive and shot 
dead offstage, but about whom there is much 
palaver among his elder brother Vertus’s pals, 
Darius, Reggie. Lemar, Nunn and Anthony, 
none of whom comes to distinguishable life.

There are also three named women: 
Mrs. Weston, the mother of Vertus and 
Benny; Corinne, apparently married to the 
long-jailed John (we don’t know for what) 
but now involved with Vertus; and Kamilah, 
a girlfriend of Corinne’s, with very little to 
do.

There is also the annoying Street 
Preacher, spouting incorrect biblical quota-
tions through an electric megaphone, thus 

adding supererogatory decibels to what is 
already loud enough. John calls him father, 
and provides him with drink and food, 
which he will ingest only if dowsed in hot 
sauce. He also paints the words “Peace Is 
Now” on a piece of scenery, which unknown 
hands change to “Peace Is Never,” only to be 
further amended to “Peace Is Never Far.”

Nothing much happens, and a purple 
1964 Cadillac convertible in the car 
workshop may well be the most notable 
thing onstage. Edward Pierce’s scenery 
consists mostly of a brick wall, and various 
screens , sometimes opaque and sometimes 
transparent, that descend from above or 
come in from the sides in almost continu-
ous motion. The car workshop is bordered 
by a heavy wire fence, constituting a sense of 
entrapment alluded to almost as much as the 
murder of Benny in the text.

And what a text it is! Let me quote some 
of the collaboration between Todd Kreidler’s 
book and the Shakur lyrics. The show begins 
with John in his prison cell descending from 
on high as he utters, “They got a nigga/ 
Shedding tears, reminiscing on my past 

fears/ Coz shit was hectic for my last year/ It 
appears that I’ve been marked for death, my 
heartless breath/ The underlying cause of my 
arrest, my life is stressed/ And no rest forever 
weary, my eyes stay teary/ For all the black 
brothers buried in the cemetery/ Shit is scary, 
how black in black crime legendary/But at 

times unnecessary.”
Or what about this from Mrs. Weston: 

“From, pyramid top to, bottom of bowl/ 
From whips and lock your fist and afro/ We, 
dug too deep to give up this gold/ Don’t be 
bought, and you won’t be sold/ Running on 
empty, you ain’t gon’ go/ Running on empty, 
lead you to nowhere/ We fact, nobody can 
lie/ So resist the temptation.” What on earth 
does this mean? Is it English? And what 
about the crazy punctuation that prevails 
throughout the wonderful rap?

The whole musical is absurd, includ-
ing the music, harvested from all over and 
seldom more than a near-drone. Wayne 
Cilento’s choreography ranges from the 
rhythmic swaying of the chorus to the acro-
batics of a few individuals, with seldom a 
happy middle.

The acting, under Kenny Leon’s direc-
tion, is not bad, notably Saul Williams’s 
gloomily intense John, Tonya Pinkins’s wise 
Mrs. Weston, Saycon Sengbloh’s strong-
minded Corinne, Dylan Burnside’s voluble 
young Anthony, Ben Thopson’s no-non-
sense Griffy, Christopher Jackson’s not too 

thuggish Vertus, John Earl Jenks’s semide-
mented Street Preacher, and indeed all the 
others.

But to what avail? Rare is the tremen-
dous actor who can make rubbish sound like 
brilliance, and these are merely good enough 
to make us holler “Enough already!” for 
unfortunately hearing them.

Venue: Palace Theatre, 1564 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10036  

Website: www.
PalaceTheatreOnBroadway.com

Ticket Price: $59-$139
Ticket Information: Box Office: 212-

568-5260; Ticketmaster: 800-745-3000; 
www.ticketmaster.com

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

A Major Disaster
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‘Honor’ Killings: A New Kind of American Tragedy
By PHYLLIS CHESLER
Both the defendant, 
standing trial for conspiracy 
to commit murder abroad 
in Pakistan, and the main 
witness against him, his 

daughter Amina, wept when they first saw 
each other. Amina’s extended family stared 
at her with hostility. As she testified, Amina 
paused, hesitated, and sobbed. She and her 
father had been very close until he decided 
that she had become too “Americanized.”

This Pakistani-American father of five, 
a widower, worked seven days a week driving 
a cab in order to support his children; this 
included sending his daughter, Amina, to 
Brooklyn College

This is a successful American immi-
grant story—and yet, it is also a unique and 
unprecedented story as well, one which 
demands that Western law prevail over mur-
derously misogynistic tribal honor codes.

At some point, Mohammad Ajmal 
Choudry sent Amina to Pakistan so that she 
might re-connect with her “roots”—but he 
had her held hostage there for three years. 
During that time, Amina, an American 
citizen, was forced into an arranged 
marriage, ostensibly to her first cousin, who 
probably expected this marriage to lead to 
his American citizenship. Such arranged 
marriages, and arranged specifically for this 

purpose, are routine. They are also factors in a 
number of high profile honor killing cases in 
the United States, Canada, and Europe.

For example, the Texas born and raised 
Said sisters, Aminah and Sarah, refused 
to marry Egyptian men as their Egyptian 
cab-driver father Yasir wanted them to do 
and he killed them for it. Canadian-Indian, 
Jaswinder Kaur, refused to marry the man 
her mother had chosen for her and instead 
married someone she loved. Her widowed 
mother and maternal uncle had her killed 
in India. They have been fighting extradition 
from Canada for more than a decade.

Amina, who grew up in New York from 
the time she was nine years old, did not want 
to be held hostage to this marriage. Indeed, 
Amina had found a man whom she loved 
and wished to marry.

Plucky Americanized Amina fled the 
arranged marriage within a month. With the 
help of a relative, the U.S. State Department, 
and ultimately, the Department of 
Homeland Security, Amina left Pakistan 
and went into hiding in the United States.

She had to. Her father had threat-
ened to kill her if she did not return to her 
husband, give up her boyfriend, or return to 

her father. Mohammad may have pledged 
Amina’s hand without her knowledge, long, 
long ago.

A female relative’s sexual and reproduc-
tive activities are assets that belong to her 
father’s family, her tribe, her religion. They 
are not seen as individual rights.

Acting as if one is “free” to choose whom 
to marry and whom not to marry means that 
a woman has become too Westernized, or, in 
Amina’s case, too “Americanized.” This is a 
capital crime.

From Mohammad’s point of view, his 
beloved daughter had betrayed and dis-
honored him. She had “un-manned” him 
before his family. The desire to marry whom 
you want or to leave a violent marriage are 
viewed as filthy and selfish desires. Many 
Muslims in the Arab and Muslim world; 
Hindus and Muslims in India; and Muslims 
and, to a lesser extent, Sikhs in the West 
share this view and accordingly, perpetrate 
“honor killings.”

I do not like this phrase. An honor 
killing is dishonorable and it is also murder, 
plain and simple. It is a form of human sacri-
fice. It is also femicide--although sometimes 
boys and men are also murdered. I would like 
to call them “horror” murders.

American federal statutes have allowed 
prosecutors to charge and convict American 
citizens and residents while they are in the 
United States for having committed crimes 
abroad. This includes conspiracy to commit 
murder, incite terrorism, launder money, 

engage in racketeering, etc.
What did Mohammad Choudry do? 

According to the Indictment filed in United 
States District Court/the Eastern District of 
New York on September 20, 2013, Choudry 
“knowingly and intentionally conspired” to 
commit one or more murders. He contacted 
and wired money to at least four conspira-
tors in Pakistan, including some relatives. 
Since Amina would not come out of hiding, 
their job was to murder the father and sister 
of Amina’s boyfriend. And they did just that. 
An eyewitness “observed Choudry’s brother 
standing over the victims, holding a gun and 
desecrating the bodies.”

Continued on page 13
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The murders were committed in 
Pakistan “between January 2013 and 
February 2013.” Mohammad Ajmal 
Choudry was arrested in New York on 
February 25, 2013. The trial began last week, 
in June, 2014. Amina testified that her father 
vowed to kill her and every member of her 
new lover’s family if she did not do the right 
thing.

The price of love or of freedom for 
Amina—and for other women in her posi-
tion--is very high. She will have no family 
of origin. If she ever weakens and tries to 
seek them out, she risks being killed by one 
of her siblings, uncles, or cousins. After all, 
Amina entrapped her father on the phone 
by allowing him to death threaten her and 
others.

I have published three studies about 

honor killing and am at work on a fourth 
such study. I have also written countless 
articles about this subject and submitted affi-
davits in cases where girls and women have 
fled honor killing families and are seeking 
political asylum.

I am beginning to think that, like 
female genital mutilation, honor murder is 
so entrenched a custom that, in addition to 
prevention and prosecution, (at least in the 
West), what may be required is this: People 
may need to be taught courage, the art of 

resisting tribal barbarism. Families need to 
learn to go against tradition, withstand ostra-
cism and mockery, withstand being cut off 
by their families and villages—for the sake of 
their daughters.

One fear that a “dishonored” family has 
is that they will not be able to marry off their 
other daughters or sons. Perhaps educating a 
pool of potential marriage mates into under-
standing that murder is not “honorable;” that 
daughters’ lives are valuable, that such horror 
murders are not religiously sanctioned (if 

indeed, that is the case), and that enacting 
tribal honor codes are high crimes in the 
West.

The Choudry trial continues today in 
Brooklyn.

First published by Breitbart  - June 
30, 2014 http://www.meforum.org/4742/
honor-killings-america

Phyllis Chesler, an emerita professor of psychol-
ogy and women’s studies and the author of fifteen 
books, is a Shillman-Ginsburg fellow at the 
Middle East Forum.
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Fractured States
By Dr. JONATHAN SPYER
In the latest evidence of 
ongoing fragmentation in 
what was once Iraq and 
Syria, Massoud Barzani, 
president of the Kurdish 

Regional Government in northern Iraq, 
this week announced his intention to hold a 
referendum in the coming months to decide 
the question of Kurdish independence.

“I have said many times that inde-
pendence is the natural right of the people 
of Kurdistan,” Barzani told the BBC in an 
interview. “All these developments [in Iraq] 
reaffirm that, and from now on we will not 
hide that the goal of Kurdistan is indepen-
dence… I cannot fix a date now, but it’s a 
question of months.”

Barzani’s words reflect the increased 
self-confidence of the Kurds, following their 
recent acquisition of the oil-rich Kirkuk area 
and the effective performance of their armed 
forces against the jihadis of the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) – in sharp contrast to 
the army of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.

The US was quick to make its opposi-
tion to this move, and its continued support 
for Iraqi unity clear. US State Department 
deputy spokeswoman Marie Harf told a 
press conference, “As we’ve said many times 
over the past few weeks, we believe that a 
unified Iraq is a stronger Iraq,” Meanwhile, 
the de facto disunification of Iraq continued.

The opening session of the new Iraqi 
parliament, elected after the April general 
elections, lasted only as long as it took for 
the Kurdish and Sunni MPs to walk out, 
following the failure to find an agreed-
upon candidate to replace Maliki as prime 
minister.

The fighting, too, is going on. Iraqi 
troops this week claimed to have halted 
the advance of ISIS fighters and retaken 
the city of Tikrit. The Kurds clashed with 
ISIS forces in the town of Jalawla in Diyala 

province, preventing the Sunni Islamists 
from widening their hold in the town.

What does all this portend? As in Syria, 
so in Iraq: Politics and diplomacy lag sharply 
behind the de facto situation on the ground.

Both local politicians and the “inter-
national community” have evidently not yet 
grasped the reality of what is now taking 
place in the land area formerly known as 
Iraq and Syria.

US Secretary of State John Kerry in 
recent days held meeting after meeting in 
Iraq, Europe and the Middle East to cobble 
together a government of “national salvation” 
in Baghdad.

Much analysis remains focused on 
whether “partition” of Iraq and Syria is 
feasible or advisable. But the reality is that 
both countries are already partitioned. A 
single war is now taking place in the land 
area that was once divided between them.

Three coherent blocs are engaged in 
this war. The three blocs are ISIS, the Kurds 
(KRG in north Iraq, PYD in north Syria) 
and the pro-Iran, largely Shi’ite, Russia-
supported element of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, Maliki, et al.

All three of these blocs hold coherent 
and solid territorial areas. In the case of ISIS, 
which has in many ways become the pivotal 
player in this war, a single-state authority is 
in the process of being established to hold 
power over the area stretching from the 
Turkish Syrian border all the way to Mosul.

ISIS is already conducting its military 
planning on a statewide basis. The state 
in question is not Syria or Iraq; it is the 
as-yet- unnamed successor entity that the 
movement has created.

The massive haul of arms acquired from 
the Iraqi Army’s 2nd and 3rd Divisions in 
Mosul and from other units in the Kirkuk 
and Diyala areas deep in Iraq is now finding 
its way back to the Syrian battlefield.

Kurds in the embattled Kobani enclave 

close to the Syrian-Turkish border reported 
a renewed ISIS offensive from the west this 
week. Syrian Sunni rebels have noted the 
appearance of American Humvee jeeps as 
far west as the vicinity of Aleppo city – about 
400 kilometers from the Iraqi border.

Against this emergent reality, inter-
national diplomacy appears helpless and 
flailing.

The US, as we have seen, along with 
Turkey, remains opposed to any declara-
tion of Kurdish statehood. So Barzani is 
likely to tread carefully regarding any such 
announcement.

The ISIS entity, for obvious reasons, will 
not be receiving formal recognition from 
anyone any time soon.

The Assad regime can survive only with 
the continued injection of Iranian money 
and know-how, and Russian arms. The West 
remains formally committed to a transition 
of power in Damascus.

But all this is largely beside the point. 
All these entities will continue to exist unless 
and until someone is willing to destroy them.

They are not strong enough to conquer 
each other (in the Kurdish case, there is no 
desire for such conquest).

There are no signs of any external force 
on the horizon that is willing or able to carry 
out the conventional military campaign 
which alone could force these successor 
entities back into the neat state boxes which 
the West would like to see reestablished.

Thus, on the ground, partition has 
already happened.

Absent a game-changing development 
(such as a major commitment of US ground 
forces), it is difficult to see how Iraq and 
Syria can be put together again.

In the period ahead, as Barzani’s state-
ment this week seemed to indicate, we may 
have to get used to referring to “the former” 
Syria, and “the former” Iraq – in the same 
way it is now customary to refer to “the 
former” Yugoslavia.

The problem for the people of these 
areas is that the wars between the successor 
entities appear as if they have a long time yet 

to run.
First published by  The Jerusalem Post  

July 4, 2014
http://www.meforum.org/4745/

fractured-states

Jonathan Spyer is a senior research fellow at 
the Global Research in International Affairs 
(GLORIA) Center and a fellow at the Middle 
East Forum.

http://www.meforum.org/2646/worldwide-trends-in-honor-killings
http://www.meforum.org/4742/honor-killings-america
http://www.meforum.org/4742/honor-killings-america
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Columnists/Behind-the-Lines-Fractured-states-361469
http://www.meforum.org/4745/fractured-states
http://www.meforum.org/4745/fractured-states
http://www.cure.edu


Page 14 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 10, 2014

MELINDA’S GARDEN

Garden-tainment Creates Lasting Memories for Guests 
By MELINDA MYERS
Summer is filled with 
parties, gatherings, picnics 
and more. We all want to 
make these occasions special 
and memorable for our 

guests.
Many gardeners tend to schedule 

events around peak bloom or harvest in 
order to share the beauty and flavor from 
their garden.

Unfortunately nature does not always 
cooperate. It seems we are saying “you should 
have been here last week” or “come back next 
week when the flowers will be at their peak”.

No need to worry. It may be consid-
ered cheating by the purist, but isn’t it all 
about creating a great space and event for 
our guests? Consider adding some fun 
flower accents. Metal flower sculptures 
like daisy bouquet stakes, hollyhock stem 
stakes or aluminum fiddleheads insure color 

throughout the season.
Or make it fun with faucet handle 

flowers (gardeners.com), which are sure 
to spark some conversation amongst your 
guests.

You can also add some extra color with 
a bit of floral paint. Use garden colors to 
paint seedheads of flowers past their prime. 
Just cover the stem and leaves to insure only 
the seedheads get painted for a more realistic 
look. It might fool your guests or give them a 
good idea for their own garden.

Or stop by your local garden center. 
Many have flowering planters and large size 
annuals that you can use to fill in voids and 
add color to the garden.

Pot a few of these up and use them 
as centerpieces on the tables. A search of 
the garage or visit to a thrift store may find 
reasonably priced fun items you can convert 
into containers.

Keep your guests comfortable and the 

mosquitoes at bay with the gentle breeze of 
a fan. Mosquitoes are weak fliers and the 
gentle breeze of a fan can keep them away. 

Or step it up with the help of geranium 
oil. It’s natural, fragrant and can help repel 
mosquitoes.

And be sure to include fresh-from-the-
garden flavor in your beverages and dishes. 
A pot of basil or mint near the party means 
guests can flavor their own lemonade tea or 
mojito. The hollow stem of lovage, cut down 
to size makes a great straw for your tomato 
juice or bloody Mary. Your guests won’t 
forget the fun of sipping their drink through 
this celery-flavored straw.

Then add some color and a gourmet 
touch to your salads with a few edible 
flowers. Nasturiums, roses and calendulas 
are just a few to consider. Just be sure they 
are edible and pesticide-free before serving 
them to your guests.

Use fresh-from-the-garden or con-
tainer herbs for grilling, salads and your main 
course. And consider drying a few herbs or 
starting cuttings from your plants to use as 
party favors.

Don’t let the sunset put an end to your 
celebration. Light up the evening with solar 
illuminated planters, solar pathway lighting 
and decorative fiber optic lights. Or go old 
school and set votive candles in a mason jar 
or tucked safely in the garden.

So set aside some time to take a walk 
through the garden and plan a party or two 
for you, your family and friends to enjoy its 
beauty.

Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author & col-
umnist Melinda Myers has more than 30 years 
of horticulture experience and has written over 
20 gardening books, including Can’t Miss Small 
Space Gardening and the Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook. She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
segments. Myers is also a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ web site, www.melindamyers.com, offers 
gardening videos and tips.

Metal flower sculptures like daisy bouquet 
stakes can instantly add interest and color 

to the garden. Photo by and courtesy of 
Gardener’s Supply Company.

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
According to Dictionary.
com, a corporation is “an 
association of individu-
als, created by law or under 
authority of law, having a con-

tinuous existence independent of the existences of 
its members, and powers and liabilities distinct 
from those of its members” (http://diction-
ary.reference.com/browse/corporation). 
The idea of a corporation is to provide 
the ability of a company to raise capital 
and conduct business without putting 
shareholders in financial jeopardy. In a 
“sole proprietorship” or partnership, the 
owners of the company are individually 
responsible for its debts so, in the event 
of a business failure, the owners’ personal 
assets may be attached by the lenders; in 
the case of a corporation, only the assets 
of the corporation are at risk. Because 
of its standing as an individual entity, 
corporations have long been considered 
“persons” under the law.

Recently, decisions of the United 
States Supreme Count have expanded 

what is traditionally considered the 
extent of corporate personhood. In the 
2010 decision Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission, the court held that “the 
First Amendment prohibits the government 
from restricting political independent expen-
ditures by corporations, associations, or labor 
unions”(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Citizens_United_v._Federal_Election_
Commission). This decision not only 
affirmed a corporation’s right to the same 
“free speech” rights as an individual under the 
First Amendment of the US Constitution, it 
ratified the belief that money – the right to 
contribute to support causes deserves the 
same protection as verbal speech

There was a strong reaction to this 
finding including a pointed remark criticiz-
ing the ruling by President Obama during 
the State of the Union address following the 
decision. There was also a widely circulated 
comment “I’ll believe that a corporation is a 
person when Texas executes one” (in reference to 
both the decision and the high execution rate in 
Texas).

Now, in 2014, the Supreme Court has 
just ruled in the “Burwell v. Hobby Lobby 

Stores, Inc.” case that a corporation has 
constitutional and legislative “Freedom of 
Religion,” holding “As applied to closely held 
corporations, the regulations promulgated by the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
requiring employers to provide their female 
employees with no-cost access to contraception 
violate the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.” 
(http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/
cases/sebelius-v-hobby-lobby-stores-
inc/ ).

So corporations, having Freedom of 
Speech and Freedom of Religion protections 
are really “people” in the fullest extent of the 
word. Not so fast!

If you or I commit a crime, we go to 
jail, not only incarcerating us but also ending 
any business activities that we might have. 
Corporations when caught in illegality, on the 
other hand, pay fines, halt the illegal activity, 
and go on with their lives, For example, if 
you or I engaged in a “money-laundering” 
scheme to hide the source of monies for 
drug dealers and other gangsters, we would 
be indicted under RICO statues (Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act) 
and sentenced to prison. HSBC bank did 
just that and reached a “$1.9 billion agree-
ment with the U.S. to resolve charges it enabled 

Latin American drug cartels to launder billions 
of dollars” (http://www.bloomberg.com/
news/2013-07-02/hsbc-judge-approves-
1-9b-drug-money-laundering-accord.
html).

Not only was the bank not suspended 
from doing business or closed down com-
pletely, no officer of the bank who was 
responsible for the criminal actions of the 
bank went to prison. Senator Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Ma) was vocal in criticiz-
ing such a settlement, saying at a Senate 
Banking Committee hearing, “They did it 
over and over and over again across a period of 
years. And they were caught doing it, warned 
not to do it and kept right on doing it, and evi-
dently making profits doing it,” Warren said of 
HSBC. “How many billions of dollars do you 
have to launder for drug lords and how many 
economic sanctions do you have to violate before 
someone will consider shutting down a financial 
institution like this?”

She later added “If you’re caught with an 
ounce of cocaine, the chances are good you’re gonna 
go to jail. If it happens repeatedly, you may go to 
jail for the rest of your life,” Warren said. “But 
evidently if you launder nearly a billion dollars 
for drug cartels and violate our international 
sanctions, your company pays a fine and you go 

home and sleep in your bed at night -- every 
single individual associated with this. And I 
think that’s fundamentally wrong.” (http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/07/
elizabeth-warren-hsbc-money-
laundering_n_2830166.html)

So it seems to this scribe that banks are 
not only “Too Big To Fail;” they are also “Too 
Big To Jail.”

It’s not only banks, however. Testimony 
during the 1994 Congressional hearing 
on links between cigarette smoking and 
lung cancer showed conclusively to most 
that the tobacco companies knew that 
smoking caused cancer and had covered up 
the findings – Camel even had ads where 
doctors were saying that “Camels were good 
for the T-Zone,” Once again, the companies 
paid a huge fine but no one went to jail and 
no companies were closed down. If you or I 
had sold a person a bottle of soda that con-
tained a poisonous ingredient, we’d be on 
Death Row in Texas.

Of course, that was 1994 – things 
should have changed in the last 20 years – 
Right? Once again, not so fast! General 
Motors has recently admitted to covering 
up ignition defects that killed people. If 
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you or I sold a car to some person, knowing 
that the brakes failed over 40 miles an hour 
and the person was killed, we’d be “Doing 
Time”/ General Motors CEO Mary Barra 

told Congress “I am deeply sorry.” and GM 
will pay compensation to those injured and 
the families of those who died due to this 
equipment malfunction.” Hmm ... maybe if 
Charlie Manson had said “I’m deeply sorry,” 
he could be walking around now.

It seems to me, writing on this Fourth 

of July, that if an entity is to has some of the 
protections that accrue to human beings 
under our form of government, then it must 
have the same responsibilities and, if it fails in 
a grievous manor, it must be subject to penal-
ties more severe than writing checks to those 
it killed. If the corporation cannot be closed 

down or suspended from business then 
those who made the money laundering or 
cover-up decisions should wind up in prison. 
These people are severely jeopardizing my 
“Life, Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness.”

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 

professor, radio host, and a weekly columnist 
for The Westchester Guardian. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts can be 
found at www.johnmac13.com .

Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

By Prof JOHN Q. BARRETT
Below, for your 
Independence Day reading, 
is the speech that Robert H. 
Jackson, Attorney General 
of the United States, deliv-

ered on Friday, July 4, 1941.
Three weeks earlier, on June 12th, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt had nomi-
nated Attorney General Jackson to become 
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. On June 30th, a U.S. 
Senate subcommittee completed four days 
of hearings on Jackson’s nomination and 
the Senate Judiciary Committee then voted, 
unanimously, its approval.

Attorney General Jackson’s Fourth 
of July speech is many things, includ-
ing an important lesson in U.S. history, an 
explication of the 1776 U.S. Declaration 

of Independence, and a powerful state-
ment about democracy as a universal ideal. 
Although Jackson was addressing 1941’s 
international situation and the coming U.S. 
involvement in the world war with fascism—
New York City mayor Fiorello La Guardia, 
who then was also serving as FDR’s director 
of the national Office of Civilian Defense, 
had recruited Jackson to give this speech—
many of Jackson’s words are timeless.

On July 4, 1941, Jackson was supposed 
to deliver this speech at the Washington 
Monument as part of the capital’s 
Independence Day observance. The speech 
also was to be broadcast live to a national 
radio audience. Washington’s summer 
weather, however, intervened. Pouring 
rain caused the Fourth of July events that 
were scheduled to occur on Washington’s 
Mall—a Marine Band concert; a procession 

of flags and colors carried by representatives 
of 300 veterans’ and other patriotic, fraternal 
and civic organizations; Jackson’s speech; 
and fireworks—to be cancelled for a second 
straight year.

Jackson did deliver his speech that 
evening in a Washington radio studio, and 
it was broadcast nationwide over Mutual’s 
radio network. The speech also was recorded. 
When July 5th brought better weather, the 
events on the Mall were rescheduled. That 
evening, Jackson’s recorded speech was 
played for the crowd before the fireworks 
flew.

On Monday, July 7, 1941, the U.S. 
Senate confirmed by voice vote Jackson’s 
nomination to the Supreme Court. On 
Friday, July 11th, at the White House, FDR 
signed and gave Jackson his commission. The 

By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
Political maneuvers are 
often by the political class, 
for the political class. There 
are winners and losers, but 

nothing much changes other than which 
smiling face appears on TV.

And, once in a long while, these 
maneuvers presage a shift of ideas and 
policies that will matter in the homes of 
millions of just plain folks. The taxes you 
pay, the schools your kids attend, the air 
you breathe, your privacy, your commute 
time, they all change. Not often, but it 
happens. Imagine, for example, if former 
Assemblyman Michael Bragman had 
forced Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
out as speaker, or Winston Churchill had 
not replaced Neville Chamberlain. It’s one 
of the peculiarities of legislative politics in a 
democracy and, when it happens, buckle up.

New York is about to experience 
one or the other of these two possible 
scenarios. Sen. Jeff Klein and the 
Independent Democratic Conference will 
either continue to empower the Senate 
Republican minority or shift over and 
empower the Senate “regular” Democratic 
minority. The recent announcement by 
Klein that he was prepared to switch sides 
may signal a new ideological and economic 
agenda. For the first time in 75 years, the 
Legislature could have functional progres-
sive majorities in both houses.

Such is the stated purpose announced 
by Klein. The IDC will move away from 
the Republicans, in order to assure enact-
ment of a “progressive agenda.” This is 
causing much heartburn in business circles, 
and in the governor’s office.

Both understand what that means for 
New Yorkers. Four years ago, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo forged a grand bargain. Senate 
Republican dutifully acquiesced in the social 
justice part of the “progressive agenda”: Gay 
marriage, gun control, and women’s rights 
sped through the Republican Conference. 
In return, Senate Republicans and Cuomo 
crafted an economic agenda that would 
make the Tea Party happy. Big income tax 
cuts for the wealthy, an end to the bank tax, 

big reductions in the estate tax for a few 
thousand of the state’s richest families, caps 
on spending, you name it.

Put aside whether this is good policy or 
bad policy. Cuomo was the architect of this 
grand bargain, and the silent enabler of the 
political arrangements that made it possible.

Comes now the Working Families 
Party and Zephyr Teachout, opposing 
Cuomo’s re-election because of his 
economic policies and his Senate arrange-
ments. In order to secure the WFP 
nomination against Teachout’s challenge, 
Cuomo was forced to recant his economic 
philosophy and abandon the Senate 
Republicans. He’s now the champion of 
a Democratic Senate and keeps repeating 
what a “progressive” he really is. (With good 
reason: Teachout is now seeking to run 
against him in the Democratic primary.)

In one sense, these are conventional 
political maneuvers forced by the threat 
of primary challenges against Cuomo 
and IDC members. But they also unleash 
intellectual and social forces that even 
the governor’s legendary toughness can’t 
suppress. For decades, the notion that tax 
cuts created jobs, that corporate subsidies 
created jobs, and spending cuts created 
jobs was unchallenged. Now Jeff Klein, 
Andrew Cuomo, regular and independent 
Democrats all seem poised to adopt the 
pro-investment, anti-income inequality, 
soak-the-rich philosophy that Mayor Bill 
de Blasio rode to victory in New York City.

Or not. If these are merely cosmetic 
maneuvers, nothing much happens that 
affects most of us. Just a new set of smiling 
faces. If this thing is real, however, a differ-
ent economic agenda becomes law, Andrew 
Cuomo becomes the reluctant progres-
sive and Jeff Klein becomes a figure of 
enormous progressive importance, the 
man who returned the Democratic Party 
to power and the state to the policies and 
energy of Franklin Roosevelt. Too soon to 
tell. But it could happen.

First published in TimesUnion.com on 
June 29, 2014

Richard Brodsky is a fellow at the Demos think 
tank in New York City and at the Wagner 
School at New York University.
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Clerk of the Supreme Court then adminis-
tered the constitutional oath to Jackson, who 
thus was appointed the 84th Supreme Court 
Justice in U.S. history.

 
Independence Day address

By Robert H. Jackson
Attorney General of the United States
Washington, D.C.
July 4, 1941
***
For nearly two years now many of us 

have been bewildered by the headlong course 
of events in Europe and not a few of us have 
been confused as to the course of wisdom 
at home. We have seen a nation which 
twenty years ago had been vanquished, rise 
up with a ferocity seldom seen in the history 
of mankind. We have seen vaunted armies 
smashed as if they were so much paper. We 
have seen Europe overrun and England 
placed in grave danger. We have seen the 
dictator idea spread in the world. At first 
its two principal proponents, communism 
and fascism, appeared to be mortal enemies. 
Then, one day, they turned up as partners. 
Now they battle each other.

For nearly two years Americans have 
been asking each other which way safety 
and security lie. We have pondered the 
problem weighing risk against risk and 
danger against danger. Now at last, on this 
Fourth of July in 1941, the truth of our 
situation is coming home with increasing 
clarity to all Americans. We are learning the 
overwhelming fact that now, as in 1776, our 
nation, together with our sister Republics 

on this hemisphere, faces a preponderantly 
hostile and undemocratic world. Now, as 
in 1776, we can turn to the Declaration 
of Independence for the principles which 
should guide our action.

You are lifted and inspired, like genera-
tions before you, by the majestic cadence of 
the boldest, the noblest, and best known of 
all American writings. The Declaration of 
Independence speaks strong doctrine in plain 
words. It is the world’s master indictment of 
oppression. The fervor of its denunciation 
haunts and challenges dictators everywhere 
and in every field of life.

But the Declaration of Independence 
does not stop with mere denials and 
negations. It sets forth great affirmations as 
to the permissible foundations of power and 
political leadership among free men. It lays 
down a fighting faith in the rights of man — 
merely as man — a faith to die by if need be, 
or even more bravely to live by. It impresses 
upon all political power the high obligation 
of trusteeship. It established an account-
ability by the governing few to the governed 
many. That is why men abroad who wield 
dictatorial powers over subject peoples 
would silence the reading of the Declaration 
of Independence, would tear all mention of 
it from the record, and torture all recollection 
of it out of the minds of men. Even at home 
there are some who hope it will not be read 
too loudly.

But the masses of warm-hearted 
people are reared on its strong doctrines of 
equality and human rights. It has exceeded 
every other modern pronouncement in 
its profound influence upon our lives, our 
culture, and our relations to the world. 

When the Constitution of the United States 
was adopted, its foundations were laid in the 
democratic idealism of the Declaration. It 
has been the inspiration for every later rec-
ognition of broadened human rights and 
for the extension of justice and security to 
all men. We do not claim to have reached 
a perfect fulfillment of its high principles. 
But we have achieved the nearest approach 
among all the nations to a classless society, 
to equality of rights, and to a fair distribution 
of opportunity and prosperity. Whenever 
we reproach our own imperfections, as we 
ought often to do, we must not forget that 
our shortcomings are visible only when 
measured against our ideals, never when put 
beside the practical living conditions of the 
rest of the world. We have by Constitution, 
by legislation, and by judicial decision trans-
lated the Declaration out of the language 
of abstract philosophy into the idiom of 
everyday living. We have validated demo-
cratic principles by our success.

America’s position in the society of 
nations is unavoidably that of a champion of 
the freedoms. The reason is aptly stated by 
Carl Becker, who says:

“In the Declaration the foundation of 
the United States is indissolubly associated 
with a theory of politics, a philosophy of 
human rights, which is valid, if at all, not for 
Americans only, but for all men.”

When our national success demon-
strated that freedom is an attainable goal, 
we made it the ultimate goal of all people 
everywhere. The four freedoms are not local 
or transient incidents; they are universal and 
timeless principles if they are valid at all. 
A blow against their existence in Europe 

is a blow at their validity everywhere. On 
the other hand, the example of a great and 
powerful people governed by their own 
consent through lawmakers of their free 
choice is a standing incitement to overturn 
tyranny anywhere. Malevolent conquests 
by dictators are silently undermined by our 
confession of faith in democracy as stated in 
the Declaration. That carries hope to subject 
peoples in whom there would otherwise be a 
noble, but unavailing, fortitude. Overridden 
countries find a bid to insurrection in its 
assertion of the right of the people to alter 
or abolish an existing government that is 
destructive of life, liberty, and happiness. 
They read words of invitation in its statement 
of their right to “institute new Government, 
laying its foundations on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness.” No wonder the 
Declaration of Independence is the night-
mare of conquerors.

Some will say that the decision faced by 
the patriots of 1776 was an easier one than 
ours, since they had nothing to lose but their 
intolerable situation. Our task, some will 
argue, is to protect rather than to win our 
freedom and that for that reason we should 
be cautious.

But if the patriots of 1776 risked little 
by action, we risk much by indifference. 
Today we risk the loss of a physical, cultural 
and spiritual heritage of freedom far beyond 
the most inspired visions of the leaders of 
’76. And the more of the world that ceases 
to be democratic, the greater our risk will 
be. We do not need to be imprudent or 
foolhardy, but we should recognize that no 
amount of cautious behavior, no amount of 
polite talk will earn for us the friendship and 
goodwill of dictator systems. Ultimately we 
must come to the day when we shall face 
their threats and their enmity for no other 
reason than that we persist in living the kind 
of life we live.

One fact emerges clear above all others. 
We Americans cannot cease to be the kind 
of people we are, we cannot cease to live the 
kind of life we live. We are not the kind of 
people the dictators will ever want in the 
world. They will never have any use for our 
kind of life, nor we for theirs.

Every American knows now, as he 
knew it in 1776, that there is nothing for him 
in that way of life.

There are those who shrink from the 
risks of standing for a forthright, practical 
application of democracy. They point to the 
striking power and efficiency of foes abroad. 
But the enemies of American democracy 
today cannot begin to assemble a force 
so relatively powerful and so encircling as 
were its foes that day when the signers of 
the Declaration pledged their lives, their 

fortunes, and their sacred honor in its 
support. The most strategic points in our 
own country were then in possession of the 
King’s armies. Canada was a base for his 
operations. Florida, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and 
the mouth of the Mississippi were occupied 
by forces of Spanish monarchy — no lover 
of democracy. And the unsolved problem 
of the colonies along their whole pre-
carious frontier was the Indian. American 
democracy then had no navy, only an empty 
treasury. Its army was composed of untrained 
volunteer backwoodsmen who could not get 
shoes, clothing, or substantial arms to fight 
the invading British regulars. There was no 
national unity. There were cabals against 
Washington, a fifth column of Royalists was 
powerful and respectable, and the states were 
jealous rivals who did not act, nor even think, 
as a unit. But in such an hour our forefathers 
who believed in freedom did not fear to 
stand alone and to become, as they contin-
ued for many years to be, the world’s only 
real democracy. But the American forces had 
power — the unseen power of the earnest 
individual — the individual with what Mr. 
Justice Holmes called “fire in his belly.” Only 
when these fires go out need we fear the 
lawless forces of dictatorship. Democracy’s 
strength is in man-to-man measure. None 
other draws such initiative from its way of 
life, none invents, and none had so gener-
ally and fully mastered in its daily life the 
technique of handling modern machine 
transport and production. And we dwell 
among resources as incredible as acres of 
diamonds.

But there is at home and abroad an 
anti-democratic influence, even more cynical 
and sinister and dangerous than Hitler, 
Mussolini, and Stalin combined. I refer to 
those who think democracy is a fair weather 
ideal — to guide us in soft times — but that 
when the going is tough we cannot save it 
without losing it. This doctrine has every 
base quality of fascism without either its 
candor or courage. Let us in America never 
forget that liberties trampled by conquest 
may be regained, but liberties abandoned 
by an indifferent people are never recovered. 
Nor are they deserved.

Let us not forget the example of our 
forefathers. They, too, heard the argument 
that time of external danger was no time 
to advance freedoms. But their answer was 
to give liberty a new birth not only in the 
midst of a war but in the very darkest hours 
of that war, because they knew that what 
wins struggles are the last ounces of endur-
ance and the reserves of power that come to 
the common run of men on fire for a cause. 
Such men do not count costs nor watch the 
clock. We must keep our freedoms, keep 
them in face of foreign dangers even more 
tenaciously and jealously than in calmer 
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CURRENT COMMENTARY

Tactical Defeat for Unions May Be Strategic Victory
By LARRY M. ELKIN
As many expected, the 
Supreme Court ruled in 
Harris v. Quinn that Illinois 
personal assistants who do 
not wish to join a union 

need not pay fees for collective bargaining. 
Yet, under the circumstances, the ruling 
is still mostly good news for public sector 
unions.

The case, which was argued in 
February, concerns a particular group of 
workers who mainly work for their patients 
or patients’ families directly, but who are 
paid by the state, which also controls some 
working conditions. The Illinois Legislature 
deemed this enough to qualify the aides as 
state workers eligible for collective bargain-
ing. But despite the state’s claims, these 
workers are qualitatively different from 
most public sector workers.

It is this difference that is the key to 
the unions’ win in the midst of a ruling that 
seems, on its surface, to be a defeat.

In a dissenting opinion, Justice Elena 
Kagan pointed out that, in argument, the 

crux of Harris v. Quinn rested on whether 
to overturn a particular precedent: Abood 
v. Detroit Board of Education, which estab-
lished the power of public employers to 
require employees to pay for union repre-
sentation regardless of whether they wanted 
it. Though it ruled against the unions, the 
majority did not abandon Abood. Instead, 
the Court merely declined to extend the 
precedent from what it called “full-fledged 
public employees” to the personal assis-
tants, who are public employees solely for 
the purpose of collective bargaining. While 
the majority opinion took time to criticize 
Abood, it did not overturn it.

I agree with Kagan’s observation that 
the majority went to great lengths to dis-
tinguish the workers at issue in Harris v. 
Quinn from run-of-the-mill state workers, 
whose working conditions and employ-
ment are handled solely by the government. 
For public sector unions, this is what makes 
Harris a mere setback rather than a disaster. 
The vast majority of public employees can 
still be forced to financially support unions 
whose positions they may reject and whose 
representation they may not want.

Kagan wrote that the choice to leave 
Abood standing was “cause for satisfaction, 
though hardly applause.” She went on to 
invoke stare decisis, and said, “Our precedent 
about precedent, fairly understood and 
applied, makes it impossible for this Court 
to reverse [Abood].”

This is simply untrue. It was entirely 
possible for the Court to reverse Abood, 
as requested by the plaintiffs, as well as in 
many friend-of-the-court briefs. My guess 
would be that as many as four justices were 
prepared to reject Abood, but that they 
steered clear in order to secure a crucial fifth 
vote – probably that of Justice Anthony 
Kennedy – to rule in favor of the Illinois 
workers at all.

Stare decisis is a principle typically 
invoked by whichever side likes the status 
quo governing a particular legal issue. 
When it comes to constitutional rights, 
Kagan and her fellow liberals call upon stare 

decisis to support treasured decisions like 
Roe v. Wade but would be perfectly happy 
to overturn Citizens United if given the 
chance. For conservative justices, it’s just the 
opposite.

Certainly a future Court in which one 
of the incumbent liberals has been replaced 
by a conservative might be more prepared 
to reverse Abood than the current justices. If 
they felt strongly enough, stare decisis would 
not stop them from doing so. Instead, the 
Court’s workload and its priorities may be 
what end up protecting public employee 
unions. The rules governing agency shops 
for public employees are not exactly the 
most pressing issue on the legal landscape. 
They are not even the 10th most pressing 
– nor, probably, the 20th. For that reason 
alone, it could be many years before the 
Court is willing to revisit the issue, even if 
the outcome may be different if and when 
it does.

Hence the strategic value for public 
employee unions in losing Harris v. Quinn. 
Given the current Court’s makeup, it was 
probably the best result the unions could 
have hoped for, a better one than they 
expected and one that may shield them for 
some time to come.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved 
to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded 
to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to 
Atlanta in 2008.
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times — keep them because it is our liberty 
that lifts our cause above material ends and 
anchors our efforts in timeless things. We 
know that in the unfolding book of destiny, 
just as in the closed book of history, it is 
written that tyranny and oppression bring 

forth their own downfall and that the irre-
sistible moral forces of the world march 
always on the side of resolute men when 
freedom is their goal. We know that the 
spiritual strength and the moral power of 
our democratic tradition, authenticated by a 
century and a half of progress, will not long 

yield the field anywhere in the world despite 
the temporary devastations by enemies of the 
fundamental philosophy of our Declaration 
of Independence. As Kipling has said:

“Though all we knew depart,
The old commandments stand: -
‘In courage keep your heart,

In strength lift up your hand.’”

THE JACKSON LIST: Professor Barrett 
sends occasional emails to tens of thousands of 
subscribers around the world who are inter-
ested in Justice Jackson and related topics. To 
read archived copies of Jackson List posts, click 
here. To join the Jackson List, which does not 
display recipient identities or email addresses, 
send a “subscribe” note to barrettj@stjohns.edu. 
John Q. Barrett is Professor of Law at St. John’s 

University, New York, NY, and Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Fellow, Robert H. Jackson Center, 
Jamestown, NY. Professor Barrett is a member 
of the Supreme Court Historical Society, a 
member New York City Bar Association, where 
he chairs the Legal History Committee, and a 
supporter of The Parent-Child Home Program 
and the National Association for Urban Debate 
Leagues.

THE JACKSON LIST

An Impending Supreme Court Justice’s Independence Day Speech (1941)
Continued from page 16

http://www.palisadeshudson.com/2014/02/why-im-free-not-to-join-aarp/
http://www.palisadeshudson.com/2014/02/why-im-free-not-to-join-aarp/
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/13pdf/11-681_j426.pdf
http://www.palisadeshudson.com/2012/02/the-end-of-stare-decisis/
http://thejacksonlist.com/
http://thejacksonlist.com/
http://thejacksonlist.com/
mailto:barrettj@stjohns.edu
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.72194,-73.79556&spn=1.0,1.0&q=40.72194,-73.79556%20(St.%20John%27s%20University%20%28New%20York%29)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.72194,-73.79556&spn=1.0,1.0&q=40.72194,-73.79556%20(St.%20John%27s%20University%20%28New%20York%29)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.6641666667,-73.9386111111&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.6641666667,-73.9386111111%20(New%20York%20City)&t=h
http://www.supremecourthistory.org/
http://www.abcny.org/
http://www.parent-child.org/
http://www.urbandebate.org/index.shtml
http://www.urbandebate.org/index.shtml
http://www.alrci.com
http://www.citycarting.net
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A Thirty-Year Effort… Arriving At A Worthy End Result
By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
Last Tuesday night, 
Village officials had a 
very productive meeting 
with the developers of the 

Kensington Road condominium project 
and nearby residents and parkers. We 
have listened to the concerns of our resi-
dents and have made some adjustments 
to our plans, in particular those having to 
do with residential parking.

Specifically, the Lower Kensington 
lot had 90 resident parking spaces, and 
we have no other lot available for so 
many cars. Since the project became a 
reality, we whittled the number down to 
72 through attrition. The only option we 
had was to seek hardship assistance from 
the State. When parking on public streets 
is to be designated for any special sector, 
New York State requires the passage of 
legislation that specifies the need and 
grants permission. In other words, a local 
municipality may legislate that streets are 
available for parking around the clock for 
everyone, but when limiting to a certain 

population, State legislation is required. 
Such is the case in Eastchester on Garth 
Road and in Yonkers on Gard Avenue 
and on Garrett Place.

The New York State Legislature 
passed this Home Rule for Bronxville 
and as a result, certain streets were striped 
for parking but were not numbered or 
metered. Areas that will open up for 
the Lower Kensington parkers include 
Sagamore Road north of Avon Road, 
spaces from the playground on the east 
side of Sagamore Road to Avon Road, 
Prescott Avenue between Sagamore 
Road and Valley Road, Kensington Road 
and on the west side, Paxton Avenue 
and Dewitt Avenue. In recognition of 
the displacement of our parkers, the fees 
have been reduced by 25 per cent. At 
the Tuesday meeting, residents of the 
Sagamore Road neighborhood impressed 
upon us the need to keep Sagamore Road 
open for daily activities parking - the 
coming and going for errands, school 
pickup and drop off, et cetera - from 
Christ Church to Sagamore Park. These 
newly opened parking areas will accom-
plish this goal. As was stated at the 

community forum, nothing is etched in 
stone. If we need to tweak our plan, we 
will do so.

In addition to parking, soil removal, 
traffic and the construction management 
plan were the most pertinent topics at 
the community meeting. To recap, con-
struction will commence in late July 
beginning with soil removal followed 
by rock removal. In terms of quantity, 
40,000 cubic yards of material must be 
removed including. 20,000 cubic yards 
of contaminated soil, 10,000 cubic yards 
of uncontaminated soil and 10,000 cubic 
yards of rock.

Due to the property’s former uses as 
a gas station and a coal burning power 
plant, the soil contains volatile and semi-
volatile organic compounds and metals. 
No work can be done until the Village 
receives proof of approval by the New 
York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) of the developer’s 
proposed Remedial Action Work Plan. 
Daily on-site monitoring is required and 
all monitoring reports will be forwarded 
to the DEC. All companies involved 
in the actual handling of contaminated 

materials will be fully licensed and autho-
rized by the DEC. All material removal 
trucks will be covered and a tracking pad 
will be installed at the construction site’s 
point of egress.

Daily dust monitoring is an integral 
part of the Remedial Action Work 
PLAN. There will be additional particle 
monitoring in and around Christ 
Church. Galli Engineering and Walter 
Sedovic Architects (Architects for Christ 
Church) will oversee all dust monitoring 
efforts.

All efforts will be made to 
route construction traffic away from 
Sagamore  Road. Approximately eight to 
ten trucks will be filled two to three times 
daily during the first phase of the project. 
Pedestrian access will not be interrupted 
because temporary sidewalks and cross-
walks will be created with the guidance of 
our police  department. All construction 
workers will park on the enclosed work 
site, not on the street. Once the parking 
garage is complete, they will park in the 
structure.

The developer anticipates that the 
soil removal will take 10 weeks, that the 

rock removal will take eight weeks, and 
that the garage will take six months to 
complete. Once a certificate of occupancy 
has been issued and the site is deemed 
safe by public safety, vehicles will be 
allowed to park in the Kensington facility.

The Village’s new website will have a 
section devoted to the weekly activities of 
the construction project so residents can 
plan accordingly.

This project has been thirty years 
in the making. At its completion, it will 
enhance the Village on many levels: 
it will increase the parking supply; it 
will significantly add to the neighbor-
hood beautification; it will add a home 
option for our empty nesters; and it will 
add a major tax infusion to the Village. 
We know that arriving at the end result 
involves disruption and inconvenience for 
our residents. We ask for your patience 
and for your constructive ideas as we 
partner with you to mitigate the side 
effects as much as possible.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a sug-
gestion or comment, direct your perspective 
by e-mail to: mayor@vobny.com .

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

GOVERNMENT

By NANCY KING
While the rest of the 
country was focused on 
the Supreme Court’s 
Decision concerning 
contraceptives and the 

employees of retail giant Hobby Lobby, 
a second ruling was also handed down 
on June 30th. The case in discussion is 
Harris v Quinn. The heart of this case 
which was filed in Illinois questioned 
the validity as to whether or not home 
health care workers or primary care 
givers of ill family members, who are 
receiving payment through Medicaid 
reimbursement, would be required to join 
a public employees union such as SEIU 
or AFSCME. Lead plaintiff, Pamela 
Quinn who cares for her disabled adult 
son in their home was being forced to 
pay union dues even though she was not 
employed as a full-fledged public service 
employee. The union had been collect-
ing dues from Ms. Harris and others 
claiming that those funds would be used 
to offset the cost of collective bargaining 

when contract negotiation time rolled 
around. Ms. Harris and others have what 
is called an agency fee deducted from 
their already modest paychecks even 
though they were not a part of a large 
unit; they were merely just being paid 
from state funds. This deduction, which 
happens more frequently than you would 
imagine, occurs when a new employee 
joins a company that is a “union shop”. 
The new employee believes that they 
are required to join that union but that 
is not true. And if unions encounter an 
employee who chose not to be a member 
of that unit would end up paying that 
agency fee anyway with little services 
given for that fee.

The Supreme Court ruled that Ms. 
Harris and others who were being forced 
to pay that agency fee were having their 
1st Amendment rights violated when 
they declined union membership. The 
union however feared it would be losing 
those funds. Why? Because a good 
chunk of locals use those funds as their 
own private slush funds. Union leaders 
in the Hudson Valley and nationally 

had initially worried about the ruling, 
fearing it would lead to the overturn 
of a 1977 Supreme Court Decision 
(Abood v Detroit Board of Education) 
that had upheld the model of public-
employee unionism. In this case, which 
was similar to the Harris case, the unions 
were essentially strong-arming employ-
ees to join. However, it was ruled that 
those members and the dues that they 
pay are to be used to represent a worker 
and not for other veiled union activities 
such as political donations and lobbying 
or partying.

The unions here in the Hudson 
Valley are no different. Though they 
work to prevent a workplace from 
becoming a “Right to Work” environ-
ment, their practices and perks have 
long raised an eyebrow with those who 
work in the private sector. Until recently, 
most local union members have often 
not contributed to their benefits and 
have received wage increases that those 
in the private sector have not received in 
years. Unions in this area are still con-
ducting their executive board meetings 

at 5 star restaurants, playing at golf 
outings and booking “booze” cruises 
around Manhattan instead of providing 
their membership with a summer family 
picnic; and they do it all on their con-
stituent’s dime. These board members 
receive a stipend for their work and 
mileage re-imbursement for those trips 
to those restaurants. They finagle their 
books and purchase top shelf drinks 
having the server indicate on their bill 
that it should read extra appetizers or 
desserts. Talk about working the system!

Political action also eats up a chunk 
of membership dues. While most 
union members tend to support more 
liberal and worker friendly candidates, 
there is an executive board here in the 
Hudson Valley that is firmly supporting 
a conservative non-union supporting 
Republican candidate for governor and 
then “liking” it all over the internet. If 
this is any indication of union strength 
for some workers here in Westchester 
then anyone who works in that local unit 
is screwed.

It is 2014 and no doubt there is still 
a role that labor unions can play in the 
workplace when it comes to defending 
their membership. Gone are the days of 

sweat shops and million hour weeks that 
unions pretty much eradicated but what 
else do they do. They should represent 
their members at disciplinary hearings 
not endorsing candidates or drinking 
$5.00 martinis on a Wednesday evening. 
But alas, these are the sorts of activities 
that most executive boards engage in 
while the folks like Pamela Harris toil 
away on the front lines.

The decision of the Supreme Court 
this week should serve as a wake- up call 
to all unions that the American worker 
can no longer pay for their benefits and 
inflated benefits. Americans can no 
longer support your political agendas or 
your weekend conventions that are chock 
full of free time to spend at nightclubs 
and bars… again on your membership’s 
dime. Get back to your grassroots and 
represent your workers. And as for you 
relationship with management, work 
with them too. They’re not the enemy; 
you’ve just painted them to be in order 
to perpetuate your own free ride.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing 
in Westchester County.

Unions Get a Warning from the Supreme Court

mailto:mayor@vobny.com


Page 19THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 10, 2014

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

BELMONT CORONEA LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 26 Belmont Ave Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CYPRESS CORLISS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 18-20 Cypress Street Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of The Beauty Parlor, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with NY Sec. of 
State on 1/14/14. Office located in Westches-
ter County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: the LLC, 100 Main 
St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

CASSIDY & SONS PROPERTIES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/16/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 771 Nepperhan 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

Law Offices of Nichelle A. Johnson, PLLC  Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/16/2014. Office in Westchester Co.; SSNY 
design. agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the PLLC at 240 North Avenue, Ste 215, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801.  Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the NY State Sec-
retary of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: 
Westchester County. The secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  The secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any such process 
against the LLC to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST 
Rye, NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange 
ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT N. ROMANO PLLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/25/14 Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
PLLC 15 North Mill St Nyack, NY 10960 Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

SURROGATE’S COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF CLINTON
In the Matter of the PROBATE of the Will of 
       CITATION 
 JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU
 a/k/a  Deceased.     
  File No.  2013-251
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:
 TO: John Lovell and William Lovell and TO ANY AND ALL PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM 
as heirs at law, next of kin, devisees, distributees, assignees, legal representatives, successors in 
interest, creditors, mortgagees, lienors, and legal representatives of them and the successors in in-
terest of all of the aforesaid parties and generally anyone having or claiming to have an interest in this 
proceeding or who is in any way related to the decedent, JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU, late of PLATTS-
BURGH, NEW YORK;  
 TO THE CHILDREN, IF ANY, THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS whose last known address 
was the area of Yonkers, New York on or about 1966; Craig Olsen of Aniwa, WI having presented a 
Petition for the Probate of the Will of JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU, decedent, dated December 17, 2013, 
relating to both real and personal property;  YOU, THE CHILDREN OF, IF ANY, THE ABOVE NAMED 
PERSONS ARE CITED TO SHOW CAUSE before the Surrogate’s Court of Clinton County, at the Surro-
gate’s Office, Clinton County Government Center, Plattsburgh, New York, on the 21st day of July, 2014 
at 9:30am why a decree should not be granted admitting said Will to probate and directing issuance 
of letters testamentary to Petitioner, Craig Olsen. IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have caused the seal 
of our said Surrogate’s Court to be hereunto affixed.
 WITNESS, HON. PATRICK R. MCGILL, Surrogate, this 4th day of June, 2014.
 (s) _________________________________(L.S.)
 Debra Babbie, Chief Clerk

TO THE ABOVE NAMED PERSONS, the foregoing Citation is served upon you by publication pursuant 
to an Order of the Hon. Patrick R. McGill, Judge of the Surrogate’s Court of the State of New York, 
County of Clinton, dated the 4th day of June, 2014, and filed with the Petition and other papers in the 
Office of the Clerk of said Surrogate’s Court in Plattsburgh, New York.  The object of the preceding is 
to probate the Last Will of JEAN LOVELL MARLEAU, County of Clinton, State of New York.    
 James J. Coffey, Esq.       
 Attorney for the Petitioner     
 39 Broad Street
 Plattsburgh, NY 12901
 Tel: 518-561-5510

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 

Real Estate Compliance Mgr - Liaise btwn 
leasing & acctng to ensure reg compli-
ance in billing & ensure all renewal of-
fers are w/in limits specified by DHCR & 
subsidy agreements.  Review all rent sta-
bilized lease renewal offers on a monthly 
basis.  Review preferential lease reports 
to ensure that lease status is correct & 
the preferential rent calculations are cor-
rect as they relate to MCI (Major Capital 
Improvement) & J-51 (NY State Tax abate-
ments). Responsible for ensuring ERP 
(Enterprise Resource Planning) s/ware 
syst properly tracks compliance issues & 
produces compliance documentation for 
reg bodies that oversee our RE portfolio. 
Process MCI increase billings limited to 

6% annual & other DHCR regs. Coord an-
nual rent registrations & ensure the reqd 
reporting of the max legal rent & actual 
rents to the DHCR for all of our regulated 
NYC & Westchester properties.  Oversee 
the implementation of online prospect 
tracking, & online lease applications to 
ensure the systs operate w/in the regula-
tory framework. Bach  Deg  in Bus  Ad-
min  or Econ  + 2 yrs of exp  in RE mgmt 
reqd.  Proficiency in ERP s/ware syst & 
NYC & NY State RE rental regs reqd. Mail 
resumes to: Pelican Management, Inc., 
Attn: Michael Koenig, 524 North Ave, New 
Rochelle, NY 10801.

C L A S S I F I ED  A D

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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Office of Economic Development   |   87 Nepperhan Ave., Suite 307, Yonkers, NY 10701   |   914-377-6797

We’re glad we
stayed in Yonkers.

There’s a new vibe and energy here.
It’s exciting to be part of it.

Laura Alemzadeh
GENERAL COUNSEL
Kawasaki Rail Car, Inc.
Yonkers, NY

For the past 25 years the Kawasaki plant in Yonkers has been 
building subway cars that keep New York City moving. When
it came time to expand its operations, Kawasaki chose to stay
in Yonkers where it enjoys easy access to highways and mass 
transit, an excellent labor pool and a business-friendly
environment. Get your business on track in Yonkers.      


