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FeatureSection
TEA PARTY LIBERTY v PROGRESSIvE LIBERTY

Why Can’t We All Just Get Along?
By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
The savage political battle 
between the tea party 
and Progressives is much 
more than fodder for Fox 

and MSNBC. There is a deep intellectual 
conflict going on, and we ought to under-
stand the ideas, even as the battle rages. It’s 
about liberty, that most prized and abused 
American value.

Liberty is the touchstone of the 
American experience. Freedom from 
coercion and freedom to live as we choose 
drove the American Revolution, the 
Civil War, the New Deal, the civil rights 
movement and more. An enormous gap has 
emerged about what liberty means today. 
The debate drives vastly different visions of 
where the country is headed. What should 
unite us, divides us. Unnecessarily, as it turns 
out. There’s common ground if we want to 
find it.

If you’re willing to listen carefully to 
the continuing argument, you can hear a 
real overlap between two contending ideas, 
the tea party and the Progressive versions 
of American liberty. The differences are 
not small, but could, with political skill, be 
accommodated. It’s a debate worth having, 
and a convergence is possible.

The tea party version of liberty is based 
on the notion that government is the primary 
threat to liberty, the common understanding 
at the time of the American Revolution. Be 
it the king or an elected legislature, govern-
ment will inexorably erode the personal 
freedoms each person should enjoy, some-
times through naked tyranny, sometimes by 
well-meaning expansion of social and politi-
cal initiatives. This is the reason (or pretext) 
for opposition to drones, Obamacare, the 
NSA and food stamps. Thomas Jefferson, 

a Democrat, remains the apostle of small 
government, states rights, and suspicion of 
central authority. “The natural progress of 
things is for liberty to yield and government 
to gain ground.”

The Progressive version does not 
dispute the danger of government oppres-
sion. But it builds on it and recognizes that 
coercion and the erosion of Liberty can come 
from powerful private sources. At that point 
government becomes the friend of Liberty 
not its enemy. Corporate power and the 
ability of accumulated wealth to oppress is as 
powerful a danger to individual rights as the 
overreach of government. Teddy Roosevelt, a 
Republican, spoke to the change:

“The history of liberty was the history 
of the limitation of governmental power. 

This is true as an academic statement of 
history in the past. [It is actually] the liberty 
of some great trust magnate to do that which 
he is not entitled to do. We propose, on the 
contrary, to extend governmental power in 
order to secure the liberty of the oppressed 
from the oppressor. We stand for the limita-
tion of his liberty not to oppress those who 
are weaker than himself.”

It seems inarguable to me that coercion 
is coercion, whether its instrumentality is 
government or private power. My liberty 
is endangered when the NSA spies on 
me. It is equally endangered when Google 
collects information and sells it to strangers. 
My freedom and liberty are eroded when I 
have no access to health care, or education, 
or food. And when private corporations 

use their wealth to dominate the political 
process, individual liberty vanishes.

But that’s me. There are others who see 
American liberty in its more narrow, pre-
Roosevelt version. And in many specifics 
there is agreement across the tea party-Pro-
gressive divide. Left and right could agree 
today on ways of limiting NSA intrusions on 
liberty, for example. The barriers are political, 
so that Rand Paul gets hammered within 
the Republican Party when he reaches out 
for new kinds of support in the drone/NSA 
struggle, and Justice Ruth Ginsburg gets 
hammered when ruling against physical 
barriers to anti-abortion speech.

These kind of barriers to a broader lib-
erty-inspired coalition are real. The Supreme 
Court’s insistence on giving corporations the 
same liberty protections as given to breath-
ing human beings will continue to distort 
practical politics until it reverses course. 
Social reactionaries on the right are uncom-
fortable with the liberty rights involving sex 
and reproduction. There’s too much comfort 
on the left with liberty restrictions on speech 
offensive to specific groups.

But there’s a real political opportunity 
to find the common ground and build on 
it. We don’t need to settle out the liberty 
implications of Obamacare or abortion to 
begin the process of protecting liberty from 
government intrusion (NSA warrentless 
wiretaps) or corporate intrusion (Citizens 
United). Rand Paul or Hillary Clinton or 
somesuch will eventually find a way to offer 
us a political strategy to protect the quintes-
sential American value. Better sooner than 
later.

First published on July 9, 2014 by 
the Huffington Post: http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/richard-brodsky/tea-party-
liberty-v-progr_b_5568518.html

Follow Richard Brodsky on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/richardbrodsky
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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in,
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

Of Significance
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By Hon. LEE H. HAMILTON
We Americans are trapped 
in a political dilemma. We all 
like representative democ-
racy, but we don’t much like 
the way it’s performing.

The reason for this dissatisfaction is 
clear. Polls in recent years detail a polarized 
nation, divided both ideologically and politi-
cally. This is, as the Pew Research Center 
put it recently, “a defining feature of politics 
today.” In the public’s eye, Washington gets 
most of the blame for this.

Yet, Congress and the political world 
around it reflect the rest of the country 
more than we’d like to believe. Our nation 
is divided ideologically. It’s also segregated 
politically, with many Americans preferring 
to associate with and live near people who 
share their views; gerrymandered districts 
and closed primaries intensify the effect. Our 
media are more partisan than they used to 

be. Interest groups — many of them funded 
by ordinary Americans who want their 
voices magnified — are more engaged than 
they were a generation ago. And though we 
deplore negative politics, we respond to it 
and even encourage our favorite partisans to 
engage in it.

Anyone who becomes president today 
does so with nearly half the country opposed 
to him the day he takes office. Moreover, we 
face a long list of issues where decisive action 
may be impossible: abortion, gun control, 
climate change, a host of budgetary and 
economic problems, the death penalty, tax 
reform, immigration, drug laws. These issues 
don’t just divide Congress; they divide the 
nation, with no clear path forward.

Our admired political system, in other 
words, is not working well. In Pew’s survey, 
the extremes make up just more than a 
third of the American public, but because 
they’re disproportionately active, they drive 
our politics. The larger, more diverse center 

can’t agree on a direction for the country, but 
its members are united by their distaste for 
the tone of politics and the unwillingness 
of politicians to compromise and break the 
stalemate. We are not getting the politics we 
want.

So, how do we resolve our dilemma?
Many procedural steps can ease the 

gridlock on Capitol Hill. Among them, 
the House and Senate could schedule 
themselves so they’re in session at the same 
time. Congressional leaders and the presi-
dent ought to meet at least once a month. 
Congress needs to work the same five-day 
week the rest of us do, and reduce its central-
ized leadership by empowering committees. 
Open primaries would help moderate the 
nation’s politics, as would bipartisan redis-
tricting commissions capable of doing away 
with gerrymandered districts. Increasing 
voter participation and improving the integ-
rity of our elections would also help. Limiting 
the Senate filibuster and allowing minority 

parties in both chambers more of an oppor-
tunity to offer amendments, would open up 
debate and forestall endless stalemates.

But resolving our dilemma is unlikely 
to happen quickly. It’s hard to see either 
side in this partisan divide winning or losing 
decisively in the elections immediately 
ahead. Even if one party wins both houses 
in Congress, it’s not easy to move when the 
White House is in the control of another 
party. With the need for 60 votes in the 
Senate, the minority party can always find 
ways to slow things down.

Still, it’s worth remembering that 
American politics is dynamic, not static. 
Change occurs, sometimes quickly, but more 
often slowly. We won’t forever be this evenly 
divided, because public opinion will eventu-
ally evolve and the system will respond.

Which raises my final point. Even 
when our frustration with division and 
discord spills over into impatience with the 

system itself, our obligations as American 
citizens remain the same. We face complex 
problems that don’t have simple solutions. 
They demand a willingness to exercise the 
values of representative democracy: toler-
ance, mutual respect, accepting ideological 
differences, working to build consensus.

Our core values accept that the differ-
ences in opinions among us will continue, but 
also compel us to find a way through them 
so the country can move forward. By accept-
ing the challenges that come with living in a 
representative democracy and renewing our 
confidence in it, we can lay the groundwork 
for change. In the end, we created our politi-
cal dilemma and are responsible for working 
our way through it.

Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years.

SCARSDALE, NY -- Palisades Hudson 
Asset Management L.P. was recently 
named to the inaugural Financial Times 300 
Top Registered Investment Advisers list.

The international business newspaper 
chose America’s top independent invest-
ment firms based on six factors: assets under 
management (AUM), AUM growth, years 
the firm has been in existence, industry cer-
tifications of staff, SEC compliance record, 
and online accessibility.

Palisades Hudson Asset Management 
L.P. is the investment affiliate of Palisades 
Hudson Financial Group LLC, a fee-only 
financial advisor based in Scarsdale, N.Y., 

and Fort Lauderdale, Fla. It has $1.3 billion 
in AUM under the direction of Paul Jacobs, 
CFP®, chief investment officer, and its 
investment committee. The firm develops 
and implements diversified asset allocation 
strategies to manage its clients’ portfolios.

More than 2,000 qualified firms with 
at least $300 million in AUM were invited 
to apply for consideration.

“It’s gratifying to be on a list that’s 
based not just on size, but also on matters 
that are more important to clients: having 
a topnotch professional staff and robust 
online access,” said Palisades Hudson 
President Larry Elkin, CPA, CFP®.

Palisades Hudson has additional offices 
in Atlanta and Portland, Ore.

The Financial Times is recognized internation-
ally for its authority, integrity and accuracy. 
According to the publication, only independent, 
elite RIA practices were considered for the list.

Palisades Hudson (www.palisadeshudson.
com) offers investment management, estate 
planning, insurance consulting, retirement 
planning, cross-border planning, business valu-
ation and appraisal, family-office and business 
management, tax preparation, and execu-
tive financial planning. Read the firm’s daily 
column on personal finance, economics and other 
topics at http://palisadeshudson.com/current-
commentary. Twitter: @palisadeshudson. The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales � nal. No cash or credit card refunds.

BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222     GROUP SALES (914) 592-2225

LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

DOWNLOAD THE

WBT App

Your Favorite Savings Event Is Back!

Wrap Up Your 
Holiday Shopping in July 

and Save Big on Everyone’s 
Favorite Holiday Gift!

2ND CERTIFICATE MUST BE OF EQUAL VALUE. Both Gift Certificates must be purchased at the same time. 
Discount applies to Gift Certificates for Two only. Discount may not be applied to previous or future purchases. 
Cannot be used with any other coupons or discounts. Gift Certificates not valid on Gold Star Performances.

 BUY 1GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR TWO
FOR A COMPLETE DINNER & SHOW AT WBT AT THE REGULAR PRICE

GET A 2ND
 GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR TWO

FOR A COMPLETE DINNER & SHOW AT WBT FOR

1/2 PRICE!
THAT’S A SAVINGS OF $80 ON AN EVENING GIFT CERTIFICATE!

Gift Certificates for Two to the WBT
WBT Gift Certifi cates Purchased During July 2014 Sale will be 

Good Through January 31, 2016, and Offer a Choice from

10 MAINSTAGE BROADWAY MUSICALS
WEST SIDE STORY, GODSPELL, SHOW BOAT and more

PLUS 18 Months of Special Entertainment Events!

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, 
has been operating for over two years via the 
Internet with Co-Hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris 
every weekday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to 
the show live or on demand. Share your perspective 
by calling  (347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the 
following hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

CENTER ON CONGRESS AT INDIANA UNIvERSITY

Are We Doomed to Polarization?
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Palisades Hudson Named a Top U.S. Investment Adviser by Financial Times
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http://www.palisadeshudson.com/
http://palisadeshudson.com/current-commentary
http://palisadeshudson.com/current-commentary


Page 4 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 17, 2014

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka, Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 
Office: (914)-576-1481 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday 
Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc.  
wattersonstudios.com

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

CALENDAR

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
I know everyone is getting 
over World Cup 2014 fever. 
I just didn’t get it, you watch 
a match for three hours and 
no one scores and then the 

game is decided on kicks, which I do find 
pretty exciting! So I hope you will get a “kick” 
out of this week’s edition of “News & Notes.” 

If you are looking for us this weekend…. 
We are headed “Back to the Garden 1969” or 
more to the point, we will be at the American 
Legion in Katonah on Friday night, July 18th 
listening to a terrific Woodstock experience 
band. The grounds open at 5pm and the 
band starts jamming at 7pm. I promise that 
you will know every word to every song, and 
don’t worry my wife won’t let me sing…

Enjoy the culture, music and food of 
Italy at the Italian Heritage Celebration… 
Sunday, July 27th, from 12 Noon to 7pm, 
at the Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla. 
The event is part of a series of cultural 
heritage festivals held in the parks on 
weekends during the summer. Enjoy live 
music provided by accordionist Dominic 
Karcic and his band, Continental Sound 
Entertainment, along with tenor Bruce 
Reed and soprano Alexandra Tartaglia 
performing memorable Italian songs and 
Broadway tunes. Additional entertainment 
includes Simona Rodano, “The Italian Fairy,” 
and Sempreverde, the bilingual musical with 
actors, jugglers, singers and dancers. Vendors 
will offer arts and crafts, jewelry, clothing, 
ceramics, souvenirs and more. Food purvey-
ors will offer a selection of mouth-watering 

Italian dishes. Westchester Community 
College Professor Carlo Sclafani will have 
Italian cultural history exhibits on display 
and there will be games and activities for 
kids. Admission and parking are free. 
The event will be held rain or shine. Bring 
blankets or chairs for informal seating on the 
lawn or under the tent. 

Are you still looking for some great fire-
works, then stop by Parkway Oval Park in 
Tuckahoe on July 19th.

Moderne Barn in Armonk will hold 
its Fourth Annual Beer & Barnacles (love 
the name…) on Wednesday, July 30th, from 
6:30pm-9:30pm, honoring Hillside Food 
Outreach. There will be live music, local beer 
& spirits, and great American seafood.

The Field Library in Peekskill, NY, is 
looking for new members for their Battle 
of the Books team! All tweens and teens 
entering grades 6-9 in September 2014 are 
welcome. Battle of the Books is a book-based 
trivia tournament for Westchester youth. 
Participants will read five pre-selected books 
over the summer, attend team meetings, 
and compete (as a team) in the Westchester 
Library System Battle of the Books tourna-
ment on October 18, 2014. Tournament 
champions will be rewarded with prizes, 
trophies, and bragging rights… and all 
Peekskill team members will get certificates 
and prizes for participating! Books read may 
even count toward school summer reading 
projects. All participants must be available 
to attend and compete in the October 18 
Battle.

My wife complains… oops I mean 

mentions… that we never go to the movies, 
but no more… as I am finding plenty of 
free summer movies for us to see. Next 
in the summer film series in Ossining on 
Wednesday, July 23rd is “Saving Mr. Banks,” 
starring Emma Thompson and Tom Hanks 
and it has received rave reviews from my 
daughters who actually go to the movies. 
The movie, which is rated PG-13, is free in 
the Budarz Theater at 53 Croton Avenue at 
6:30pm.

Enjoy a variety of music from popular 
standards to “unplugged” rock to jazz and 
contemporary during the outdoor Music in 
the Park series at Lasdon Park, Arboretum 
and Veterans Memorial in Katonah. The 
trio of shows will feature local musical talent, 
from the acoustic rock sounds of Found the 
Time, Friday, July 18th; to the syncopated jazz 
rhythms of Jon Doty and Friends on Friday, 
August 22nd. Music starts at 6:30pm each 
night.

Our friend Steve will definitely be 
interested in this event… Pests and Disease 
in the Garden presentation will be held on 
Saturday, July 26th, in Barn F at Hanover 
Farms in Yorktown Heights. Learn how to 
best prevent, identify, and treat the damage 
done by common pests and diseases.

We sure hope everyone is having a great 
summer vacation, the Jeffers gang heads to 
the Cape Cod shore in a few weeks, not to 
worry, plan on sending that week’s column in 
a bottle…see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire. 

ENERGY CONCERNS

Indian Point Evacuation Plan
Put Your Head Between Your Knees and....

By RICH MONETTI
If Indian Point happens to 
spring a leak, the signal will 
sound, everyone can check 
the wind and just drive the 
opposite way. As ridiculous 

as we all know that sounds, the direction 
of the plume isn’t even accounted for in the 
event of an emergency. “All roads will be 
directed south,” says environmental educator 
and activist, Dr. Susan Rubin, who has just 
made a short stinging documentary on the 
wholely inadequate plan our leaders have 
devised.

The idea to look into the issue arose 
out of the “weird and funny” blue bus stop 

signs that designate a shuttle to safety for the 
people of Peekskill. “The more we learned, 
the crazier it got,” Dr. Rubin said.

In the event of a leak, Rubin learned 
that the plan cordons off a three-mile 
radius, designating it as the evacuation zone. 
Peekskill is then instructed to find the signs 
and await the never yet tested bus system. “I 
don’t even know where the regular bus stops 
are,” says one of the subjects on the video.

Of course, the complacency most of 
us enjoy in the shadow of the 66-year-old 
reactors doesn’t take into account the panic 
that would be set off by the sirens and/or the 
shadow evacuation that would unofficially 
leak out earlier.

As such, the spreading word is as likely 
to be contained as the radiation – leaving any 
ground zero public or private transportation 
modes at the mercy of what lays directly 
ahead. “The roads will be completely tied up 
outside the three miles,” says Rubin.

That aside, the science of radiation 
poisoning actually does discriminate in the 
confines of the evacuation plan. Peekskill is a 
less affluent community within Westchester 
County. From that fact alone, it may be 
inferred that there will be more people 
among the populous who will seek public 
transportation since they do not have a 
high private transportation option. They 
will actually have to wait for the bus because 
many don’t have cars. “So this is a social 
justice issue, too,” advises Dr. Rubin.

Even so, Rubin thinks people will get 
further by walking. But an exponential upage 

Continued on page 5
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By SHERIF AWAD
During the 1990’s, the 
change from the communist 
to democratic system led 
to a big break for Albanian 
cinema production. As the 

big conglomerate Kinostudio was dissolved 

into several smaller studios, movie directors 
from the old and new generation began to 
make films within the new system. Some 
of the recently acclaimed Albanian movies 
include Kolonel Bunker, Slogans, Dasma e 
Sakos, Tirana Year Zero, Porta Eva, and the 
most successful Amnesty that was reviewed a 
year-and-half ago in this column.

Among the original Albanian films 
shown in the Karlovy Vary Festival this year 
is Bota by Iris Elezi and Thomas Logoreci, a 
real-life Albanian couple who also co-wrote 
the script. The story takes place in present 
day Albania with echoes of the commu-
nist past still surrounding the protagonists. 
In an isolated village, Juli (Flonja Kodheli), 
Nora (Fioralba Kryemadhi) and Ben (Artur 
Gorishti) work together in a small café called 
Bota. While Ben, who has connections with 
illegal business, juggles an affair with the 
younger and innocent Nora, Juli falls Mili, 
an engineer with the highway construction 
crew expanding the roadway near desert-
roadside café

The genesis of the film began with Iris 
Elezi, who was born during the last decade 
of the Marxist dictatorship, left her country 
to pursue film studies in the United States. 
Returning in 2001, Iris Elezi found her 
Balkan homeland battered by the recent 
war in neighboring Kosovo and a series of 
failed schemes that had driven Albania into 
near anarchy. Unlike the rest of the former 
East Bloc, Albania’s transition to something 
resembling normalcy was going to take 
considerably longer. The returning film-
maker found herself fascinated by numerous 
stories of Albanian families who survived the 
repressive years of the communist dictator-
ship. Anyone who was marked as ‘enemy of 
the people’ found himself and his family sent 
off to a network of labor camps that dotted 
the isolated countryside.

While working on her multi-part 
documentary exploration of the Balkans, 
Elezi began to collect numerous compelling 
stories about people held in labor camps in 
remote areas unknown to most Albanians. It 
was in 2007 when Iris Elezi wrote an early 
draft of this film Bota making use of real-
life elements to create the story of Juli, who 
discovers that her mother was such a captive, 
and who was executed while Juli was a child. 
Raised by her grandmother, she started to 
work in the Bota Café without knowing that 
Ben stole the pension money assigned by the 
new system as reconciliation to the family for 

its suffering. In the course of the story that 
unveils, the director shows the illegal activi-
ties practiced by Ben who use his language 
skills, especially Italian, to con the engineer 
who comes to reconstruct the highway. 
The idea of a highway bringing change to 
this remote community is quite similar to 
a railway system reaching a small town in 
the old west. It is an apt metaphor to the 
upheaval which smothered the new Albania.

While she was continuing to shape her 
story and was in search for financing Bota, 
Elezi met the Albanian-American film-
maker Thomas Logoreci who was himself 
the son of an émigré who fled from the 
communist dictatorship in the mid-1940’s. 
While engaged in revising and developing 
new drafts for the film script, they fell in love 
and got married in 2010, in San Francisco, 

THE WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY  
FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

INVITES YOU FOR A SPECIAL  
MEET AND GREET EVENT

Saturday, July 26 , 4:30 PM 
at the Community Unitarian Church, 
468 Rosedale Avenue, White Plains

A Spiritual Humanistic Havdalah Ceremony  
Q&A About the Meaning of Humanism in Judaism 

Enjoying Food and Beverages with Like-Minded People

A Chance to Explore Being a Part of a  
Non-Theistic Jewish Community

No Charge but donations always welcome

For more Information visit wchj.org

ENERGY CONCERNS

Indian Point Evacuation Plan
of catastrophe along the lines of a Fukushima 
or Chernobyl only receives incremental 
attention in the hopeless expediency that will 
follow. “The ten mile radius is an arbitrary 
number. It’s all the same plan,” she says of the 
300,000 people encompassed in a potential 
death race out of Dodge.

More importantly, past disasters show 
that radiation plumes moving in a southerly 
direction would easily cloud everything from 

Peekskill to New York City. “That amounts 
to one eighth of the U.S. population,” she 
says, and the gases won’t hesitate to linger 
further onto Philadelphia.

A half-life later on a heavy metal mass 
scale, an exodus will be defined by financial 
survival capacity rather than radiation affects. 
“The real estate value of property and homes 
will plummet, and we all will still owe our 
mortgage,” advises Dr. Rubin.

While public awareness was best 
summed up by a person who thought an 
underground tunnel could catapult him to 

safety, Ralph Nader is far from removed 
on the issue and voiced a simple solution in 
the film. “If 1% of the population contacted 
their representatives, politicians would follow 
through on Indian Point’s stalled license,” he 
stated.

Probably too tall an order. Indian Point 
now faces an additional external threat 
beyond terrorism and natural disaster. A 
42-inch pipeline of highly pressurized 
fracked gas is currently on the docket to run 
past the plant. “The same type of pipeline 
in San Bruno, Caifornia exploded in 2010 

killing eight people,” noted Rubin.
Nonetheless, the six-minute film 

demands a true evacuation test, and an 
actual plan that lives up to the possible con-
sequences. But the stock footage of the old 
“duck and cover film from the 50s essentially 
sums up the chances that such a plan could 
be implemented.

In other words, put your head between 
your knees and kiss your ass goodbye.

As such, Dr. Rubin recommends that 
concerned citizens contact their county leg-
islators and local town officials to begin the 

process of closing Indian Point
Additionally, if the pipeline is a concern 

contact your Westchester County Legislator 
today at (914) 995-2800. Tell them to 
demand an independent and transpar-
ent risk analysis and public health impact 
assessment before federal and state agencies 
make their decisions about the Spectra AIM 
Pipeline Project. See The Plan? at: http://
vimeo.com/96615872 

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County. 

Continued from page 4
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“Bota” Means the World

Iris Elezi and Thomas Logoreci are the co-directors of Bota.

Flonja Kodheli, Fioralba Kryemadhi and Artur Gorishti are the three protagonists of 
Bota.

Continued on page 6
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By NANCY KING
Sometimes you just have to 
give credit where it is due. 
This past week, Westchester 
County Government is 
credited for their handling 

of the never ending affordable housing 
lawsuit handed down by Washington. This 
lawsuit tends to rear its ugly head every few 
weeks with both sides taking swipes at one 
another. The chess match between Barack 

Obama and Westchester County continues 
to play out because the Republican candidate 
for New York State governor is Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino. Affable, 
and with the ability to connect with all sorts 
of people, Rob Astorino is popular here in 
Westchester with left leaning Democrats 
who might also call themselves progres-
sives. These liberal progressives know that 
we are far from being a racist county. They 
liked Astorino enough to put him in for a 

second term, which says a lot. I certainly 
don’t think fighting to maintain home-rule 
zoning laws makes the County Executive a 
card-carrying racist. This just looks like your 
typical campaign slug out fest between the 
two parties. 

By the time this story goes to print, 
Westchester County should have been 
recognized to be way ahead of schedule in 
constructing those affordable housing units. 
According to the Federal Lawsuit, 750 units 
must be constructed. As of July 2014, the 
county secured financing for 406 of those 
units and 25%(173) of those units are already 

filled with tenants. So, why all the postur-
ing from the Feds? It might be because 
despite his incumbency and vast amounts 
of campaign cash on hand, Andrew Cuomo 
might actually have a little (no pun intended) 
problem on his hands with his opponent. 
Love him or hate him, Astorino has 
complied with the parameters of the federal 
lawsuit, and all the depositions requested 
to be presented with respect to the lawsuit 
indicate that to be factual. But the question 
that remains unanswered is the one that no 
one seems to have asked. The question: how 
do those being targeted to move into upscale 

white neighborhoods feel about living there?
Unbelievably, the wealthy Village of 

Scarsdale, the Governor Cuomo’s New 
Castle address, and Sound Shore gem Rye, 
got a wink and a nod from independent 
analysis. Despite the vast amount of wealth 
in those communities, they have met the 
criteria for providing affordable housing. 
But the long arm of the Feds, and quite 
probably the White House, would like the 
County of Westchester to be the test case 
for social engineering by changing local 
zoning laws. The Feds even trotted out the 
Rev. Al Sharpton to stand on the corner of 

CULTURAL PERSPECTIvES

California. Shortly thereafter, they both 
returned to Albania to shoot the film in 
an area built in the early 1980’s by political 
prisoners held in a communist youth camp. 
After the fall of the regime, the apartments 
were used to house the internal exiles that 
first constructed them. Over time, ocean and 
swamp water seeped into the ground, ren-
dering the land in Sector C the nearest thing 
to a Balkan desert.

Iris and Thomas had always dreamed 
of casting leading man Artur Gorishti in 
the pivotal role of café owner Ben. After 
starring in many communist and post-com-
munist Albanian roles, Gorishti had moved 
to Canada with his family. When Iris and 
Thomas finally managed to contact him, 
the enthusiastic Gorishti agreed to take the 
role, returning to Albania after an eight-year 
absence.

The storyline of the film is comple-
mented with the classic music made during 
the Marxist isolation when Albanian musi-
cians were briefly allowed to perform a local 
variation of the tango, that still survives in a 
handful of recordings treasured by vinyl col-
lectors. In the mid-1960’s, when Albania 
fell under the influence of China’s Cultural 
Revolution, the tango was forbidden. 
Records featuring that music genre were 
smashed and many master tapes were lost. 
For the film, two masters of this music form, 
Rudolf Stambolla and Anita Take, were 
found to help identify the song titles from 
the exile tapes. Both Anita Take and Rudolf 
Stambolla were amazed to hear their music 
used in a film. Though Anita Take contin-
ued to perform during the communist era, 
Rudolf Stambolla’s career had been tragically 
cut short.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 

Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 

He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia ( 
http://varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 

Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132 ) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com ).

Continued from page 5
“Bota” Means the World

Flonja Kodheli as Juli standing before her desert-roadside café.

HOUSING

Greenburgh Residents Protest Ardsley Gun Range
By NANCY KING
Many residents living in 
the Town of Greenburgh 
have been shocked to learn 
the town has been keeping 
a shotgun secret from 

them; there is an outdoor shooting range 
in Ardsley. But wait… the range has been 
there for 57 years! Having been a resident of 
the town for nearly 16 years, I never knew 
it was there. Talk about hiding something in 
plain sight! This range has been tucked away 
within an abandoned quarry, in a wooded 
area of Ardsley, its imprint unknown to most 
of us until last month when a resident, in her 
backyard, was grazed in the leg by an errant 
bullet. So how come no one else has ever had 
a close encounter with a bullet until recently? 
Intuitively, it must be because there were no 
houses built adjacent to the shooting club.

The development that now abuts 
the shooting range is a 34-homes, luxury 
development called Ardsley Chase. The 
development was built by the well-known 
housing developer Toll Brothers. These 
aren’t just your average residential homes in 
a cute little cul-de-sac, these are homes that 
start selling at the $1.5 million price point. 
The Toll Brothers also have contributed to 
Supervisor Feiner’s campaigns as far back 
as the early 2000’s. Feiner himself recused 
himself from the heated debate over the 
Westchester Police Revolver and Rifle 
League’s future after acknowledging that 
he did receive donations from Toll Brothers. 
Residents questioned whether Feiner had 
taken those donations while the application 
to construct Ardsley Chase was under review 
by the town. Under a 2007 town ethic’s 
law ruling, the Supervisor cannot accept a 

campaign donation while the donor has an 
application pending. 

The tangled web of the Westchester 
Police and Rifle League is so mired in con-
fusion that it will be sure to cost residents 
a lot to untangle the timeline. The range, 
located near the Sprain Brook Parkway is 
run by active and retired police officers. The 
range receives no inspections because no 
licensing is required of a private club. Local 
zoning officials have never addressed the 
safety of the range because it was there long 
before there were local zoning ordinances. 
To top it all off, it’s within shooting distance 
from Ardsley Middle School’s playground. 
Adding to the layer of red tape is the fact 
that the range doesn’t even own the property 
it sits on; it’s owned by Con Edison who first 
leased it to the club back in 1957! So who is 
in actuality responsible for the future of the 

club? Who knows! You can bet I, along with 
other homeowners in town, will be paying 
for the investigation.

In the meantime, residents from Ardsley 
Chase and a few of the surrounding blocks 
have finally come forward to complain about 
bullet fragments in and on their properties 
and are not only concerned with those flying 
stray bullets, but also the possibility of years 
of lead contamination that may have leeched 
into the berm. The club itself has voluntarily 
ceased all operations and will continue to do 
so until the investigation is completed.

While the investigation is underway, 
Edgemont Community Council President 
and former candidate for Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor Bob Bernstein may shut the 
range down for good. He has explained to 
this reporter that he has drafted a proposal 
of an ordinance that would effectively bar a 

shooting range within a quarter mile radius 
of any residence, school, church, playground, 
park, or daycare facility. This ordinance 
would also require that a gun range would 
require the posting of $5 million in liability 
insurance. The introduction of the proposal 
will take place on Tuesday July 22nd and 
there will be a public hearing on the matter 
on August 27th.

Toll Brothers LLC has remained quiet 
throughout this entire turn of events. One 
has to wonder why they would choose to 
develop and market such luxury homes 
without placing a bulletproof barrier between 
the development and the range. At issue is 
whether Toll Brothers informed prospective 
buyers of noise pollution, from guns being 
fired, and that there could be a possibility 
of a stray bullet flying onto a homeowner’s 
property. Toll Brothers’ silence is deafening.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.

Hey HUD, We’re Not Racists

Continued on page 7
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Hey HUD, We’re Not Racists

HOUSING

Martine Avenue and Court Street to make 
the statement that Westchesterites might be 
undercover racists. Seriously, Rev. Sharpton 
lives in New Jersey. What does he know 
about Westchester and our local municipal 
zoning laws? It is just not cool to drop in and 
only point the finger at us.

It appears as if HUD itself is re-writing 
the terms of the settlement. Suddenly they 
want to impose new terms to the agree-
ment. According to those in Washington, 
D.C., they would be able to make a zoning 

issue based on a “hypothetical municipal-
ity”. What does that even mean? Is HUD 
able to look into a crystal ball and predict 
the demographics of a community? If that’s 
the case, then I want the same crystal ball 
Federal Monitor James Johnson is peering 
into to predict the future. Perhaps the most 
troubling piece to this story is that HUD 
is going to continue withholding block 
grants from the county. We’ve already lost 
the $7.2 million promised last year, and 
it sure looks like we aren’t going to get the 
$5 million promised for this year. HUD is 
assuredly being short-sighted by this sort of 
conduct. Those funds had been designated 
for the upkeep of current HUD properties. 

Long-time HUD property residents are 
more than likely seeing their common areas 
a bit rundown and the lighting dimmer. 
HUD is in essence punishing the very 
segment of the population that HUD have 
been charged to house.

No one on either side of the coin 
is asking the intended residents of those 
affordable housing developments, how 
they might feel about living in Lewisboro, 
Croton-on-Hudson, or Pound Ridge. Those 
communities may be predominantly white 
and wealthy but what do they really have 
to offer a low income resident? Sure the 
schools are great but there isn’t a lot of public 

transportation up in Northern Westchester; 
most of the people who already live there 
own vehicles. Low-income folk are bus 
riders. Will we be required to add or create 
new bus lines and routes for those moving 
up there? That will cost us some more 
money. And what about shopping? Who 
will drive these new residents to the market? 
Will HUD provide transportation for those 
residents? Many of these new residents 
use neighborhood health centers for their 
physical needs; who will provide transpor-
tation to the nearest Open Door Clinic in 
Ossining?

The Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) has provided 
safe affordable and convenient housing 
to people for decades. It’s worked well for 
decades. It has and should continue to serve 
the neediest of Americans by providing 
shelter. Sadly, it has just become one more 
political elephant with which to contend. 
Housing people in safe, convenient neigh-
borhoods must be the continued mission of 
HUD. Leave the concept of social engineer-
ing to the science fiction writers and not to 
municipal planners.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.
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Where Everybody Says, “Hello!”
By GLENN SLABY
There are a few places still 
existing where one can 
escape the world without 
costing you a small fortune. 
For many it is a place to 

meet friends, quietly of course, read, listen 
and view the latest in entertainment. For 
me, it was a place to rebuild a foundation 
from a life thrown into disorder by illness. A 

safe haven where I could build some struc-
ture. Today, it’s still a place offering comfort 
through its many variable opportunities and 
activities for those in recovery, seniors, the 
unemployed, immigrants, teens, students, 
children, etc. All you need is a library card. 
Rita Mae Brown said, “When I got my 
library card, that’s when my life began.”

Recovery from illness is a scary, appre-
hensive time. There are always triggers that 
may set you back. The days after hospital-
ization does not mean healing has occurred 
and one is free to return to a ‘normal’ life, 
but rather one is now somewhat stabilized; 
it’s time to expose the mind and self to the 
real world with its cold harsh realities includ-
ing unfortunately – people. Not all people 
of course, just the ones who don’t know 
you. Therapists and doctors always recom-
mend some form of daily structure revolving 
around activities – hopefully, eventually a 
volunteer position or a paying job. My local 
library opened a new world for healing.

The library offers many activities and 
events enabling one to make the best of 
their free time. Being home and possibly 

alone will definitely not open this wonder-
ful, surprising world in which we live. And 
it’s not just books being offered, but a grand 
variety of items available just for the asking. 
It’s worth the time to experience your local 
branch. Home is a safe haven for most, but 
it comes with temptations and distractions, 
that before you know it, a day, a month and 
a lifetime have been fretted away. Television 
is not always entertaining and at times it is 

nothing more than a plug-in drug that will 
keep you from growing and engaged in the 
wonders and gift of life.

I’ve always enjoyed being surrounded by 
books, the feel of the pages, the knowledge 

intoned on that paper, the history, and the 
stories encapsulated in so many volumes of 
such variety. There is a gold mine of material 
to distract the mind from the horrors of 
mental illness. I needed some place to be, 
with something to do. It was a great match. 
The daily tasks either suited the analytical 
side of my brain or enabled me to clear out 
unwanted thoughts, kept the mind busy and 
tired me out. Every item I properly shelved 
a book, it gave me a sense of satisfaction of 
making life a little easier for someone trying 
to find that book, movie, civil service practice 
test book, job hunting guide, or magazine. 

Initially, a volunteer, I felt useful for the first 
time in years. The illness of course did not 
disappear, but the work was nevertheless 
a small step forward and made life slightly 

more palatable.
Your local public library offers volumes 

in entertainment. Obviously books, videos 
and music in variable formats are offered. 

You can also listen to music, watch a movie, 
download music, and e-books, all for free. 
Additionally, available are the resources of 

 “A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit 
its people. It is a never failing spring in the desert.”—Andrew Carnegie.

Continued on page 8
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every public library in Westchester County 
- all 38 of them. If your desired material is 
located in another branch, no problem. It will 
be shipped to your location. It’s a place that’s 
cool in the summer and warm in the winter. 
A place to hang out in: peacefully, quietly, 
civilly, without the temptations to spend 
money as you experience in a mall. And 
don’t forget those book sales, quality items 
at bargain prices. Then there are the theaters 
offering first-rate entertainment. There 
are classes and courses offering computer 

training, language skills, yoga, tutoring, and 
so on. (In 2012 there were 26,348 sponsored 
programs.) Just ask; questions bring knowl-
edge. “Libraries are reservoirs of strength, 
grace and wit, reminders of order, calm and 
continuity, lakes of mental energy, neither 
warm nor cold, light nor dark…. In any 
library in the world, I am at home, unself-
conscious, still and absorbed.”—Germaine 
Greer

The whole notion of a library challenges 
our culture and economic system. It’s a place 
to be free, to learn without monetary or social 

constraints. Everyone is of equal standing.
The Westchester Library System 

(WLS), for 2012, the last year of complete 
statistics, have 3,833,961 books for all ages 
and 954,916 non-book material available 
for circulation. There were over 480,000 
cardholders in Westchester out of a popula-
tion of approximately 960,000. There were 
7,400,000 visitors with over 8.6 million 
checkouts of books, DVDs, magazines, 
audiobooks and so on. Factor in those 
attending classes plus those browsing or 
reading the daily newspaper and you have 
a community center that holds an impor-
tant place in so many lives. “Libraries store 
the energy that fuels the imagination. They 

open up windows to the world and inspire 
us to explore and achieve, and contribute 
to improving our quality of life.”—Sidney 
Sheldon

Always get to know your librarians. 
They are there to serve you, make your stay 
as enjoyable as possible and introduce you 
to a world of art, music, film, etc. They are 
friendly professionals with specialized 
advanced degrees who deserve your respect 
and will show respect in return. Obey the 
rules. They are there to enhance your expe-
rience. Remember, it is not a shelter but a 
learning, entertainment and community 
center. The best bargain around.

“Without libraries what have we? We 

have no past and no future.”—Ray Bradbury.
In 2004, I needed someplace that was 

secure, comfortable and afforded structure 
for my recovery. A lot has changed in the 
ten years since I started working there, but 
the stabilizing effect and the gratitude of the 
opportunity has neither been lost nor forgot-
ten. And I met some wonderful people.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a free-
lancer associated with The Westchester Guardian, 
suffers from mental illness, writes part-time, 
and works at the New Rochelle Public Library 
and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, New 
York. 
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Manic in Manhattan – Part I
By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
Summertime in the city and 
I was crazy. It was a night 
years ago and I was running 
down a street near SoHo, 
chased by my aunt, who was 

begging me to come back to safety. She had 
reason to believe she’d never see me again: I 
had bipolar disorder and was in the midst of 
a full-blown psychotic episode. I believed I 
was mankind’s only hope of preventing an 
imminent nuclear war with China; in truth, 
it was I who was in danger – with little sanity, 

I could get hurt or even commit suicide. To 
escape my aunt, I ran into a bodega and 
immediately the proprietor placed a sack of 
birdseed in my arms. Even I could see this 
made no sense – I put the bag down and dis-
appeared into the night.

The next morning, I found myself in 
a totally alien part of the city, which I had 
never seen, nor seen since, full of federal 
buildings. I was desperate to have my type-
written manifesto read; it proved, as far as I 
was concerned, that Newt Gingrich was the 
rightful president.

I sat on the pavement, waiting until 
I could go inside. In my bag was a Rubik’s 
cube, and I played around with it before 
setting it on the ground. A two-year-old 
Latina popped up, grabbed the cube and 
exclaimed, “Blocks!” I corrected her, explain-
ing in too-technical terms how the puzzle 
worked. She looked at me with big brown 
eyes and asked, “Why don’t you shut up?”

A police officer told me to get up, but I 
was belligerent until she said “Please”, and I 
figured I had to move then. Later, I sat on the 
edge of a dock by the East River looking at 
Brooklyn. I listened intently as the cars drove 
over the nearby bridge. I saw the neon lights 
come on across the water, which surprised 
me because although I’d been up all day, the 

dim sky light made me expect daybreak; it 
was actually dusk. I believed Manhattan was 
sinking into hell and that the time-space 
continuum would slow down and stop all 
movement, so I considered jumping into the 
river and trying to swim to the other side.

About 4:00 a.m., I found myself in a 
little park where I took off my sneakers and 
massaged my feet. I thought that in the eerily 
lit buildings near me, dozens of people were 
being euthanized without their consent. 
Nearby a homeless man slept. I started 
talking to him about my concerns until he 
told me to buzz off. I poked him. He yelled 
that he had just gotten out of the penitentiary 
and that he had a knife. I placed my hand on 
his head and shook it. He leaped up and I 

saw a vicious scar down his face, so I jumped 
and ran away, forgetting my sneakers.

Later, I found a live baby bird, whose 
yellow beak was twisted around as if it had to 
peck in a corkscrew hole. It seemed strange 
that the man in the bodega had given me 
birdseed – what had he known? A day or 
two earlier, back home, I had found a feather 
and kept it, thinking it was some totem, a 
sign of the future. I put the bird in my bag, 
intending to free it later.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to 
ChrisRosty@gmail.com 

MUSIC

This Dick’s Picks edition is somewhat 
unique in that disc one is taken from two 
shows that are combined to “create” a first 
set of performances. Disc two contains the 
entire second set from 2/3, and disc three is 
the entire second set from 2/5.

Disc one opens with a somewhat funky 
“Bertha” that melds and fits well with “Good 
Lovin’” where it’s obvious that the band 
sounds pretty loose yet tight. I’m guessing 
as these shows were both recorded in dead 
of winter in Madison, WI, and Cedar Falls, 
IA that the cold weather was on the Dead’s 
minds especially when they shuffle into 
soulful rendition of “Cold Rain and Snow.” 
The great Bobby Womack recently passed so 
it was heartwarming for me to hear the band 

sweetly cover his “It’s All Over 
Now” (made famous by the 
Rolling Stones) that becomes 
a bit raucous near its ending. 
The shuffling “Deal” shifts into 
overdrive, and the closer of “The 
Music Never Stopped” starts off 
a little rushed but Garcia takes 
it into the stratosphere with a 
series of flurried notes during the 
instrumental segment that really 
lifts off when he leads the band 
back down to earth to rock-out 
the outro jam. Whew!

The chunkier parts of this 
box take place on discs two and 
three. Disc two opens with a 

awkward “Estimated Prophet” 
that unravels into a pretty and 
lengthy instrumental intro of 
“Eyes of the World” that taste-
fully evolves as a masterful and 
creative jam with minimal doses 
from Garcia voice, then they 
find their way to a mega sized 
(24:35) “Playing in the Band” 
that also boasts sharp playing 
by all especially Lesh’s bass and 
Godchaux’s piano comps. You 
knew it wouldn’t be long before 
Garcia would enter as they 
stroll into a light and airy jam 
that’s lively and playful, as each 
musician is very attentive and 

adding color to what everyone else is creating. 
This jam finally finds its way to a gorgeous 
and delightful “The Wheel” and exits back 
to another nine minutes of “Playing In the 
Band.” The interplay throughout is high-
quality especially during the coupling of 
“The Wheel” as they jam back to “Playing 
In the Band,” that fortunately doesn’t include 
Donna Godchaux’s tribal screams. It’s not 
time to head for the exit doors just yet as they 
conclude their set with a pretty high-spirited 
cover of Chuck Berry’s “Johnny B. Goode.”

Disc three opens with a punchy 
“Sampson and Delilah,” then after a short 
break they launch “Scarlet Begonias” that 
surges with clairvoyant chemistry between 
Garcia and Godchaux, seguing to the often 
paired “Fire On the Mountain” for a total 
of nearly thirty minutes. Their anthem 
“Truckin’” sways along at a pedestrian pace 
but gains momentum during the instru-
mental section, thankfully there’s only a two 
minute drum solo as they then blare on a 
unusually short (9:02) “The Other One” that 
offers some intense moments. Emerging 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

Grateful Dead “Dick’s Picks Eighteen” 
February 3rd and 5th, 1978 - (3 CD’s) 
www.RealGoneMusic.com

Continued on page 9
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The Sounds of Blue
from “The Other One” comes the splendor 
and beauty of “Wharf Rat” that is especially 
heartfelt during Garcia’s ending guitar solo. 
It’s Chuck Berry time again but this time 
it’s with “Around and Around,” that’s par-
ticularly extended (8:35.) A lot of that time 
is used with reaching and leaping Garcia 
who is ripping Berry like classic chords with 

Jerry’s own unique supersonic solos.
The song selection and the band’s treat-

ment of material provide a snapshot portrait 
from the Dead’s 1978 timeframe. Dick’s 
Picks Vol. 18 is yet another good one from 
the original keeper of their tape vaults; the 
deceased Dick Latvala. This set also brings 
to life the stunning detailed sound clarity 
from all instruments and vocals courtesy of 
longtime recording engineer Betty Cantor-
Jackson. So much so that you will feel like 

you were sitting in the front row of these 
shows. Even though these concerts took 
place some thirty-six years ago! Flashback 
and enjoy.

As per usual the Dick’s Picks series 
always issue their Caveat Emptor statement: 
“This CD was produced using the original 7” 
reel-to-reel soundboard tapes running at 7.5 
IPS and 15 IPS. It is a snapshot of history 
and not a modern professional recording and 
may therefore exhibit some minor technical 

anomalies. We have, however, aimed to make 
it just exactly perfect, as Dick would have 
liked it.”

Musicians:
Jerry Garcia - lead guitar, vocals
Donna Jean Godchaux - vocals
Keith Godchaux - keyboards
Mickey Hart - drums
Bill Kreutzmann - drums
Phil Lesh - electric bass, vocals
Bob Weir - rhythm guitar, whistle, 

vocals

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been pivotal 
at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with his Sounds of 
Blue radio show: http://www.SoundsofBlue.
com ; Previously a senior contributing editor at 
Blues Revue, Blueswax, and Goldmine maga-
zines, and Music Editor for the Yonkers Tribune 
and The Westchester Guardian. Putignano can 
be contacted at: bob8003@yahoo.com

 Holistic Health Services   •  240 North Ave. Suite  204 A, New Rochelle, NY 10801    •   914.630.1928

 Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you during challenging times such as 
grieving the loss of a loved one or recovering from a negative relationship.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism • Spiritual & Psychic Healing 
By Appointment, Only.   

Free consultation given on first visit.
914.630.1928
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TECHNOLOGY / CREATIvE DISRUPTION 

Disruption v Destruction
By JOHN F. McMULLEN
In a recent issue of The 
Economist, there is a 
column entitled “Creative 
Destruction” (http://www.
economist.com/news/

leaders/21605906-cost-crisis-changing-
labour-markets-and-new-technology-
will-turn-old-institution-its) in which the 
authors write of the effect of technology on 
colleges and universities. They first mention 
the problems that current graduates of 
higher education face today – rising student 
debt and the continuing impact of automa-
tion on the jobs which they enter into. They 
see these as challenges to which the institu-
tion must respond

While these problems are drivers of 
change, there is much more going on here 
– to quote the unnamed authors of the 
piece, “By themselves, these two forces would be 
pushing change. A third—technology—ensures 
it. The internet, which has turned businesses 
from newspapers through music to book retailing 

upside down, will upend higher education. Now 
the MOOC, or “Massive Open Online Course”, 
is offering students the chance to listen to star lec-
turers and get a degree for a fraction of the cost of 
attending a university.”

The authors go on to explain MOOCs 
(for a definition, see “What Is a MOOC 
and Why Should We Care -- http://open.
salon.com/blog/johnmac13/2014/07/04/
what_the_hell_is_a_mooc_and_why_
should_we_care) and then go on to point 
out the difficulties that they may create for 
some institutions of higher learning, writing 
“MOOCs will disrupt different universities in 
different ways. Not all will suffer. Oxford and 
Harvard could benefit. Ambitious people will 
always want to go to the best universities to 
meet each other, and the digital economy tends 
to favour a few large operators. The big names 
will be able to sell their MOOCs around the 
world. But mediocre universities may suffer the 
fate of many newspapers. Were the market for 
higher education to perform in future as that for 
newspapers has done over the past decade or two, 

universities’ revenues would fall by more than 
half, employment in the industry would drop 
by nearly 30% and more than 700 institutions 
would shut their doors. The rest would need to 
reinvent themselves to survive.” 

Pretty scary if you’re a professor or a 
college administrator! The authors even see 
further destruction – “Like all revolutions, the 
one taking place in higher education will have 
victims. Many towns and cities rely on uni-
versities. In some ways MOOCs will reinforce 
inequality both among students (the talented 
will be much more comfortable than the weaker 
outside the structured university environment) 
and among teachers (superstar lecturers will 
earn a fortune, to the fury of their less charismatic 
colleagues).”

The authors do see a positive aspect, 
however, writing ”Rather than propping up 
the old model, governments should make the 
new one work better. They can do so by backing 
common standards for accreditation. In Brazil, 
for instance, students completing courses take 
a government-run exam. In most Western 
countries it would likewise make sense to have 
a single, independent organisation that certifies 
exams.” And concluding with “Reinventing 
an ancient institution will not be easy. But it 

does promise better education for many more 
people. Rarely have need and opportunity so 
neatly come together.”

The last sentence is particularly impor-
tant. Technology innovation is not only 
destructive; it provides opportunities for 
better and cheaper services, more leisure time 
for workers, greater efficiencies in the pro-
duction of goods, and great breakthroughs 
in science and medicine. These benefits, 
however, can only come if businesses, labor, 
government, and academia find a way to 
plan for orderly transitions and re-education 
as automation, artificial intelligence, robotics, 
and other technological innovation replace 
humans in the workplace.

Destruction is always part of “Creative 
Disruption.” The technology innovations 
eliminate jobs. There is no question about 
that. The question becomes how we best 
deal with the problem without totally dis-
rupting our population. Clayton Rawlings 
and Rob Bencini, co-authors with James 
Randall Smith of the 2013 “Pardon the 
Disruption: The Future You Never Saw 
Coming” put the effect of technology inno-
vation on jobs very succinctly in their recent 
piece in “The Futurist,” “What Does Moore’s 

Law Mean For the Rest of Society?” (http://
www.wfs.org/futurist/2014-issues-
futurist/july-august-2014-vol-48-no-4/
what-does-moore%E2%80%99s-
law-mean-for-rest-socie). They see a 
misunderstanding by most government 
officials and politicians who constantly speak 
of “job creation” and look for ways to reach 
this goal by various stimulus programs. They 
write “Former North Carolina Governor Bev 
Perdue, almost accidentally, may have shown a 
fuller understanding of the true reality of pro-
ductivity than most elected officials have. As the 
then-newly inaugurated governor in 2009, she 
was a featured speaker at the North Carolina 
Economic Developers Association conference, 
where she expressed supreme optimism about 
the areas of the economy that she believed would 
be central to North Carolina’s economic future: 
green industry, the military, and aeronautics.

“She continued her remarks with 
a matter-of-fact assessment by saying, ‘I 
believe the textile industry in North Carolina 
can still thrive. They might have to cut the 
workforce to increase efficiency and profit-
ability, but…’

Continued on page 10
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“She said it! She said what every business 
in America has said for the last six years. 
Workers, with their rising health care and 
other costs; workers, who represent a huge 
percentage of business costs and unproduc-
tive overhead during tough times; workers, 
who are the human measure of these “jobs” 
that elected officials promote; workers, who 
represent the biggest cost to virtually every 
company; yes, workers may have to be cut in 
order for a company to survive and prosper. 
Businesses are charged with making profits 
(and in this economy, surviving). Their dis-
position toward job creation is,“You’ve gotta 
be kidding. I’m trying to stay in business.”

The next time you think about job 
creation, try a little word exchange: replace 
the word jobs with the term payroll expense. 
Try it and see how it feels to say this: “We 
need more payroll expense!” or “Why haven’t 
you created more payroll expense?!” It sounds 

weird, doesn’t it? 
That’s what is truly relevant, because 

that’s how a potential employer sees the labor 
force. If a company is in survival mode, its 
goal is to increase profitability, not to create 
jobs.

An ugly truth, huh? – but accurate. And 
what’s to be done about it? Rawlings and 
Bercini suggest that the governments try to 
“pull the private sector into providing jobs as a 
way of promoting the social good.” They write 
“Companies that have benefited from techno-
logical advancements that increase productivity 
could employ people to provide good-deed public 
services” and they quote what seems to me 
to be a very profound statement by eco-
nomics professor Bill Watkins, writing for 
NewGeography.com (http://www.new-
geography.com), “It turns out that a job costs 
less than dependency, and that’s why we need 
economic growth. Jobs and opportunity provide 
us with some things that consumption can’t. I 
think those are pride, dignity, and purpose.”

The answer that Rawlings and 
Bercini have of governments convincing 

corporations to add to payroll for persons 
doing community service doesn’t strike me 
as the answer unless the government (read as 
“you and I and all other taxpayers”) subsidize 
the cost of the new hires.

Larry Page, co-founder of Google 
has another answer. In response to a 
question by Vinod Khosla at a Knosha 
Ventures interview (http://www.
businessinsider.com/larry-pages-on-
unemployment-2014-7), he said, in part, 
“You just reduce work time. Everyone I’ve asked 
— I’ve asked a lot of people about this. Maybe 
not you guys. But most people, if I ask them, 
‘Would you like an extra week of vacation?’ They 
raise their hands, 100% of the people. ‘Two weeks 
vacation, or a four-day work week?’ Everyone 
will raise their hand. Most people like working, 
but they’d also like to have more time with their 
family or to pursue their own interests. So that 
would be one way to deal with the problem, is 
if you had a coordinated way to just reduce the 
workweek. And then, if you add slightly less 
employment, you can adjust and people will still 
have jobs.”

Sergey Brin. Larry’s co-founder, 
disagreed, saying, “I will quibble a little bit. 
I don’t think that in the near term, the need for 
labor is going away. It gets shifted from one place 
to another, but people always want more stuff or 
more entertainment or more creativity or more 
something.”

I’m on Larry’s side in this one. The 
products, to which Sergey refers won’t nec-
essarily mean significant new jobs. I don’t 
know, however, if Page’s solution is any 
more workable than the one suggested by 
Rawlings and Bercini -- but at least he rec-
ognizes the problem.

Rawlings and Bercini certainly recog-
nize the problem as they finish their article 
with another statement that I consider 
profound, “The new technologies that once 
created new industries and new jobs are now 
only creating new productivity without the jobs. 
Computers, robots, artificial general intelligence, 
and other technological advances have changed 
the economic game. From a business point of 
view, improved productivity is good; but from 
the point of view of public officials desperate to 

create jobs for their constituents, not so much. This 
may be the biggest disruption we face.”

So, with more and more people recog-
nizing that there a problem, there is hope 
that there may be a solution to this complex 
problem -- a solution that both keeps 
America competitive in the global economy 
and provides full employment in quality 
jobs – that the disruption does not cause total 
destruction!

Creative Disruption is a continuing 
series examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more. 

Your comments are welcome. Direct them to: 
johnmac13@gmail.com

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio broad-
casts at www.johnmac13.comhttp://www.
johnmac13.com/.
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By JOHN SIMON
Shakespeare Under the 
Stars: Much Ado About 
Nothing, featuring Hamish 
Linklater and Lily Rabe. 
Poster by and courtesy of 

Justin “Squigs” Robertson ©.
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About 

Nothing” was the first Central Park show 
in the Public Theater’s summer season. This 
comedy with serious undertones features 
two parallel but different love stories. One 
involves Claudio and Hero, young lovers 
threatened by a villainous intrigue; the other, 
Benedick and Beatrice, a comical pair unwill-
ing to admit their mutual attraction, and, 
being witty contrarians, enjoying disparag-
ing each other. Finally, though, both couples 
overcome obstacles from without or within, 
achieving happy endings subtly interwoven 
with all sorts of surrounding intrigue.

The production, delectably designed 
by John Lee Beatty, includes an orange tree, 
vegetable patch, pleasure garden, tall grasses, 
and was cunningly directed by Jack O’Brien. 
Claudio and Hero were suitably played 
by the good-looking Jack Cutmore-Scott 
and Ismenia Mendes, whose parts don’t 
require very much beyond that. But with 
the other couple, there was trouble for the 
discriminating.

Beatrice was Lily Rabe; Benedick, 
Hamish Linklater; offstage lovers as well, 

both of whom leave me cold. Ms. Rabe, 
inexplicably a critics’ darling, is rather more 
masculine than feminine, exuding an aggres-
sively smug quality mistaking pushiness for 
charm. She isn’t helped by a raspy voice, 
reminiscent of a tissue-paper-wrapped comb 
being blown into, or perhaps of a goose pro-
moting Aflack.

Hamish Linklater overacts blissfully, 
but also throwing away lines. Confounding 
insouciance with sloppiness. He has a thin, 
elongated face, distinguished by a showy 
nose, and a basically benighted expression, 
and manages to make superciliousness 
look like hebetude. He does, however, have 
physical agility executing the antic acrobat-
ics devised for him. Without conveying the 

called-for successful Lothario or valiant 
soldier, he sometimes comes across as a pre-
tentious bumpkin.

Too bad, because the rest of the cast is 
all good. John Glover is a dignified, patri-
cian Leonato, Hero’s father; John Pankow 
a drolly blundering Constable Dogberry; 
Brian Stokes Mitchell, a jolly, amiably offi-
cious Don Pedro, a visiting prince who, 
because he is a chiefly singing actor, has one 
of his speeches turned into a well-delivered 
aria to delightful effect. The music by David 
Yazbek, by the way, is winning throughout.

Lesser roles are cogently handled, 
notably by Kathryn Meisle and Zoe Winters.

Some of O’Brien and Lee Beatty’s 
inventions are almost too clever. A hedge 
fence refuses to budge when pushed, but 
sidles away obediently when properly sung 
to. A fountain that features actual water 
turns into a tomb in which flickers an eternal 
flame. Leonato’s mansion is both handsome 
and somehow comical, with even a room 
beyond a balcony plainly visible and festive.

Jane Greenwood’s 19th-century 
costumes are only the second-best from this 
gifted designer, but Jeff Croyter’s lighting is 
truly lightsome; only Leonato’s white wig 
fails to convince. The groundlings, in this 
theater filling every seat of the bleachers, 
were clamorously ecstatic. Please don’t miss 
the Park’s next offering, a highly promising 
“King Lear,” starring John Lithgow.

Venue: The Delacorte Theater in 
Central Park. Enter Park West or 79th Street 
& Fifth Avenue. General Information: 
(212) 539-8500. Tickets: Taub Box Office: 

(212) 967-7555 (10am – 7pm daily); The 
Box Office window opens daily at 2pm. 
All performances begin at 8pm. Running 
time: approximately 3 hours, inclusive of one 
15-munute intermission.

“The Village Bike,” by the British play-
wright Penelope Skinner, is a dark comedy 
not without its wry humor, but also exag-
gerated and, in some ways, unbelievable. 
A couple—John, an advertising man, and 
Becky, an English teacher—have just moved 
into a middle-English village, their new 
home not yet quite ready. The pipes leak, 
technically—and symbolically--“sweat”—
and make dreadful noises in a preternaturally 
hot summer. That the Lucile Lortel Theatre 

is not equipped for some of the play’s ambi-
tious demands is an unsolicited problem as 
well.

A box under the bed turns out to 
contain pornographic videos, which play a 
mighty role. They encourage the pregnancy-
enhanced sexual avidity of Becky, but, even 
masturbated to, do not provide satisfaction. 
The difficulty is that husband John is exces-
sively concerned with not damaging Becky’s 
embryo. As well as overly preoccupied with 
baby books and even latching onto Jenny, an 
encountered would-be helpful but unreliable 
earth mother, for supererogatory advice.

This rejection drives Becky over the 
edge. She buys a second-hand bicycle from 
Oliver, a forties plus, married womanizer, 
who delivers it in 18th-century costume for 
a village play production—clearly a danger-
ous character. Becky flirts with him, and 
even with the summoned fiftyish, widowed 
plumber, Mike, who allows how the pipes are 
a major problem. Even the bike becomes a 
desperate substitute for sex.

She drifts into an affair with the sexy 
but brutal Oliver, having strong S&M char-
acteristics. This depends on Oliver’s wife, 
Alice, mostly away traveling, but whose 
return severely hampers the affair, which for 
the man is mostly about copulation (though 
by a less refined name). Even a video of 
Oliver’s mighty organ, like the pornographic 
videos, only make matters worse for Becky, 
and she is driven into sex with Mike, more 
feelingless yet.

Skinner uses language bizarrely but 

EYE ON THEATRE

Good Casting, Poor Casting

Continued on page 11

http://www.newgeography.com/
http://www.newgeography.com/
http://www.businessinsider.com/larry-pages-on-unemployment-2014-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/larry-pages-on-unemployment-2014-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/larry-pages-on-unemployment-2014-7
http://www.businessinsider.com/larry-pages-on-unemployment-2014-7
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
file:///C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\www.johnmac13.com
http://www.johnmac13.com/
http://www.johnmac13.com/


Page 11THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 17, 2014

compellingly. The characters—especially 
Becky, an English teacher of all things—
speak in sentence fragments, curious 
repetitions, incomplete, confusing ellipses 
and non sequiturs, naturalistic perhaps, 
but unsettling. Especially bewildering this 
is in Becky, whose character wallows in 
contradictions.

That, however, has its fascination, 
particularly as flawlessly played by Gerta 
Herwig, with the right mixture of sensual-
ity, innocence and cluelessness. The play’s 
title is based on a saying whereby the village 
slut is like a bike ridden by everybody. But in 
the case of Becky, it is in the most guileless, 

touching way. She says, “I mean, yes, I feel 
guilty [about adultery],but I kind of feel 
guilty about everything. So.” Note that “so.”

If that sounds spoken like a victim, she 
can also turn aggressor. Thus she taunts her 
torturer with, “Sometimes I pretend. It’s 
called acting. Same as when I pretend you 
are so big you’re hurting me. You’re not that 
big. And you’ve never hurt me with your 
d**k.” She is a creature of conflicted identi-
ties, and can be stymied when confronted 
with Oliver’s wife, Alice.

Sam Gold, one of the currently most 
preconized directors, has staged this well but 
peculiarly. His John, Jason Butler Horner, 
is almost too attractive, whereas Scott 

Shepherd, the Oliver, looks rough-hewn but 
ordinary, and Mike (Max Baker) downright 
pathetic, neither of them so described by the 
text. Cara Seymour is a chubbily appropri-
ate Jenny; Lucy Owen perhaps a shade too 
glamorous Alice.

Ms. Herwig is perfect as Becky: even 
her looks are ambiguous. She is pretty from 
some angles, but merely passable from 
others, albeit with nice figure and legs, and 
almost constantly displayed shapely bare feet. 
She is both provocatively sexy and sexlessly 
hoydenish, making her contribution to “The 
Village Bike” very nearly equal to that of the 
author.

Venue: MCC Theater at The Lucille 
Lortel Theatre, 121 Christopher Street, New 
York, NY 10014. Tickerts: (212) 727-7722.

 

Mention should be made of Ed Malone’s 
“The Three Irish Widows versus the Rest 
of the World,” an hour-long comic mono-
logue, uproariously enacted by Fergal Titley 
in various locations, presently on the second 
floor of an Irish pub, Ryan’s Daughter (350 
East 85th Street). It is a bit sophomoric, and 
doesn’t deliver much of a conflict between 
widows and world, but it is consistently 
good-natured, spunky and droll.

John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music and 
fine arts for the Hudson Review, New 
Leader, New Criterion, National Review, 
New York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. He reviews books for the New York 
Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website. 

      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR  PARTIES • 2  ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  
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Ed Malone.

FEDERAL

I Don’t Want to Write About Barack Anymore…
By LUKE HAMILTON
I am sick to death of 
writing about Barack the 
Destroyer. Ever since that 
cold November day in 
2008, when a chill settled 

into the heart of every American patriot, we 
have been fighting. Fighting with written 
word. Fighting with deeds. Fighting with 
shaky camera footage. Fighting with Town 
Halls. Fighting with viral media. Fighting 
any way within our means. We have made 
allies in unexpected ways. We have held our 
noses to vote for politicians that wouldn’t 
have earned our trip to the voting booth in 
normal election years. We have lost friends, 
made enemies, and gained allies. And yet, 
our fight seems to have hardened the resolve 
of the Destroyer and whetted the appetite of 
the Orcs in his cabal.

I would much rather write about the 
return of liberty to the people and to the 
states, reversing the flow of progressive 
statism which had been steadily gaining 
power since the 1930’s. With the power 
of governance returning to the states, the 
fruits of federalism encourage Americans 
to build their communities to their liking 
and add to the unified diversity which 
used to be America’s greatest strength. If a 
school district decides to reflect the wishes 
of the community and teach intelligent 

design theory alongside other origin-of-life 
theories in their science curriculum, it is at 
the behest of the community rather than 
the dictates of an administrator on the other 
side of the country. Anyone who disagrees 
with the timbre and direction of this com-
munity is free to join a community more to 
their liking or start their own. I would love 
to write about how the increased federalism 
empowered the local legislatures and made 
political leaders more accountable by placing 
the responsible parties in our state capitols 
instead of insulated in plush cloak rooms in 
Washington, D.C. But I cannot write about 
such things.

Or I’d prefer to write about our bur-
geoning economy, which has benefitted 
from the elimination of onerous regulation. 
An economy which is no longer forcibly 
steered by the ideological dictates of ivory 
tower eggheads, but fueled by market 
forces and guided by logic and reason. This 
economy would substantially decrease 
the price of consumer goods by allowing 
market pressures to work as are meant to 
do. As in all free markets, bad products and 
businesses are punished while good ones 
are rewarded with success. Removing the 
cronies from capitalism promotes a greater 
amount of competition, which in turn drives 
down prices while increasing quality, as the 
competitors strive to attract the dollars of 
picky purchasers. Yet I cannot write of this 

economy.
You would likely prefer to hear about a 

strong American foreign policy, which owes 
its strength to a state-of-the-art arsenal, 
aimed squarely at our enemies, coupled 
with a steadfast commitment to our allies 
which is honored in good times and bad. A 
foreign policy which is based on old-school 
diplomatic statecraft instead of duplicitous 
wiretapping of our friends and enemies 
alike. I wish I could speak about our robust 
and healthy military, which is being used for 
the purpose it was designed: the protection 
of this nation and the elimination of anyone 
who would challenge that protection. Of 
course this military, both active and retired, 
would be at the front of the line in the 
doctor’s office, receiving the best healthcare 
this country has to offer. 

These are the things which I wish 
with all my heart I could discuss. I don’t 
want to waste my time or yours, penning 
another column about a political hack from 
Chicago. But as John Adams once said, “I 
must study politics and war that my sons 
may have liberty to study mathematics and 
philosophy.” Despite the repugnant nature 
of this President and his administration, 
there is no topic more relevant and there is 
no more important fight to win. You may 
tire of reading about the machinations of 
this depraved and rapacious administration; 
I know that I do. But we must continue to 

advance, step after step. We must become as 
implacable as the Federal Leviathan we seek 
to slay. The difference between us and it being 

that we seek to throw off the bonds of servi-
tude so that our children might experience a 
renaissance of federalism, economic security, 
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and a strong foreign policy buttressed by a 
healthy and robust military which is second 
to none.

For that reason alone, I will continue 
to speak against this lawless President and 
his administrative goons until they take my 

keyboard away or he runs from the field of 
battle like the craven bully we all know him 
to be. The fight against tyranny in this land 
requires constant vigilance, tireless voices, 
and dauntless outrage at the presence of 
those who would seek to steal what God 

alone has given: our liberty, our conscience, 
and our lives. As we carry the fight to the 
Fundamental Transformers in our land, let 
us pick each other up as fatigue sets in. May 
we never lose sight of the future for which 
we fight.

Luke Hamilton  is classically-trained, 

Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to  be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands  of lib-
erty-starved citizens from the progressive gulags 
of Illinois to  [relative] freedom. Hamilton is 
the  creative mind/voice behind Pillar & Cloud 

Productions, a budding production  company 
which resides at www.PillarCloudProductions.
com. He owes all  to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, whose strength is perfected in his  
weakness.

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Updates Worth Mentioning
By Mayor PETER 
SWIDERSKI
Summer is upon us and 
there are a few updates 
worth mentioning.

Yet Another Fire 
Department Save

Our volunteer Hastings Fire 
Department reacted quickly last Wednesday 
to put out a fire that broke out on a balcony 
of 58 Main (home to Columbus Nails) 
which quickly spread inside. They saved 
the building (and likely the adjacent Purple 
Crayon) by reacting quickly to the report 
and dousing the roaring flames inside and 
out before they spread.

Steps Restored
The steps from the parking lot behind 

the laundromat (“Steinschneider”) down 
to the Train Station were restored late June 
through the efforts of craftsmen at our own 
DPW. This walkway had become exception-
ally beaten-up over the last couple of winters, 

and was overdue for a rehab. It is used by 
several hundred commuters and others every 
day.

Battle of Edgar’s Lane
With the recent July 4th weekend, we 

are reminded of the Village’s own role in 
the Revolutionary war: the Battle of Edgar’s 
Lane on Sept. 30, 1778. The British were 
encamped in New York City, the central 
headquarters of British activity in the 
colonies during the war. Hastings, at the 
time, was a no-man’s land between British 
forces to the south and Washington’s forces 
to the north. Peter Post, a local patriot, owned 
a tavern in Hastings-on-Hudson with a 
mixed clientele of patriots and Loyalists. 
One evening in September, he overheard 
talk of a Hessian raiding party that would 
be coming through on a foraging mission. 
Peter informed the Continental Army and 
a plan was hatched to ambush the raiding 
Hessians. On September 30th, Post directed 
the expected marauding party of Hessians 
right into an ambush: 80 Hessians walked 
into a waiting group of about 120 American 

dragoons hiding in the woods near Edgar’s 
Lane. Twenty-three Hessians were killed as 
they fled down a ravine toward the Hudson. 
(The Hessians returned and beat Peter Post 
to near death, but he did survive and became 
a major landowner after the war.)

Deer Project Update
I’ve long promised a follow-up email 

to report on what we learned back in 
March during the first phase of the Deer 
Immunocontraception project. I’ve circled 
this for three months now, and no matter 
what I tried, it was just too long for general 
distribution. If you want to read the full report 
(less than six pages, and full of interesting tid-
bits), please go here. This email only touches 
on the immediate next steps, which involves 
two efforts underway to gather the metrics 
which will help us determine if the effort 
is successful. We have already rolled out 
one (the “Host a Hosta” study). Two more 
are being rolled out this summer. I describe 
them here because you may see them around 
and about you.

Exclosures
One of the biggest impacts of deer on 

our shared environment is the wholesale 

destruction of the understory in the Village 
parks. The parks used to have dense bramble 
and vegetation twenty years ago at ground 
level. A diversity of species lived in this 
understory, and the next generation of trees 
were nurtured there. The deer have chewed 
down anything native from six feet high 
(as far as they can reach) down - so it is 
possible to see most of the way through the 
woods. This is neither normal nor healthy 
for the woods - the next generation trees is 
consumed before they ever mature, and a 
whole ecology of species that existed in the 
understory are gone. If the deer population 
is lowered, we may see some of this vital 
portion of our shared environment bounce 
back. To track this, we are setting up a couple 
of exclosures (fenced areas that keep deer 
out) where we will track the return of native 
species to see what would happen if the deer 
were reduced in number. We will also stake 
out several plots and count species there 
every year - and see if the numbers change 
over the course of the experiment.

This particular effort is being run by 
teacher Melissa Shandroff, who teaches 
the Advanced Placement Environmental 
Science class in the High School. She 
received a grant from the Hastings 
Education Foundation to establish an 
exclosure where native plants will be 
actively cultivated. We are working with 
Ms. Shandroff and her students to extend 
that study so that enclosures will specifically 
track how forest regrowth would happen, 
and how species regeneration (or not) is 
actually happening. We have managed to 
integrate this effort into a larger one being 
run by several organizations in the Hudson 
Valley and we will be using their sampling 
protocols. You may encounter these exclo-
sures in Hillside Woods. Leave them be, 
please, and (please) watch your dogs around 
them.

This is a hugely exciting effort as we 
engage students in a scientifically valid and 
important region-wide effort that will tell us 
much about the current state of the forest as 
well as the success of the program. Since this 
study will run for five years, scores of students 
will have the opportunity to participate 
in honest-to-god real research, a splendid 
example of what is called “citizen science”.

Camera Traps
We need to know how many deer 

there are to know whether we have cut 
their numbers down. We believe there are 
120-140 deer in town. In the end, the best 
statistically valid way to count deer is to pho-
tograph them in their abundant numbers 
and then, through statistical methods, 
analyze the photos taken and come up with 
a total. The way this is done is to deploy what 
are called “camera traps” which are specially-
designed cameras that are heat-sensitive and 
automatically triggered when a warm body 
passes within ten yards of their lens. These 
cameras are strapped to trees for a month 
and photograph every single creature that 
passes before them. The photos are then 
downloaded and analyzed.

Around fifteen cameras are going to be 
deployed in a grid around town (largely in 
park areas, but also on some private property 
where we get permission) sometime in 
August. A graduate student, Chris Johnson 
of Pace, will then use well-established pro-
tocols to determine to within 5% how 
many deer reside here. He will be overseen 
by Mark Weckel, who is an expert on this 
topic and has run camera traps in a number 
of projects. We will need to do this every year 
for the duration of the project, and this will 
provide us with the most important bench-
mark of all: have we managed to cut the 
number of deer down over a five year term. 
(Photos of anything other than deer are dis-
carded, FYI...)

Other...
The work downtown replacing the cen-

tury-old gas mains will wind up this month. 
The bridge restoration is on schedule and 
less disruptive than feared. Our new local 
restaurants the Mill and St. George’s both 
enjoyed kudos via reader-selected votes in 
Westchester Magazine. Our downtown 
vendors especially appreciate your business 
in the slow months of summer - if there’s a 
gift to buy or event to celebrate, keep them 
in mind. Enjoy the outdoors and all the best 
these summer days have to offer.

Peter Swiderski is mayor of the Village of 
Hastings-on-Hudson. Direct email to mayor@
hastingsgov.org

I Don’t Want to Write About Barack Anymore…

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=44.0519444444,-123.086666667&spn=0.1,0.1&q=44.0519444444,-123.086666667%20(Eugene%2C%20Oregon)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.0,-89.0&spn=3.0,3.0&q=40.0,-89.0%20(Illinois)&t=h
http://www.pillarcloudproductions.com/
http://www.pillarcloudproductions.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://hastingsgov.org/Pages/HastingsNY_Documents/01DE88E1-000F8513
mailto:mayor@hastingsgov.org
mailto:mayor@hastingsgov.org
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
In order to prevent a clash of 
civilizations, or worse, Islam 
must reform. This is the con-
tention of many Western 
peoples. And, pointing to 

Christianity’s Protestant Reformation as 
proof that Islam can also reform, many are 
optimistic.

Overlooked by most, however, is that 
Islam has been reforming. What is today 
called “radical Islam” is the reformation of 
Islam. And it follows the same pattern of 
Christianity’s Protestant Reformation.

The problem is our understanding of 
the word “reform.” Despite its positive con-
notations, “reform” simply means to “make 
changes (in something, typically a social, 
political, or economic institution or practice) 
in order to improve it.”

Synonyms of “reform” include “make 
better,” “ameliorate,” and “improve”—
splendid words all, yet words all subjective 
and loaded with Western references.

Muslim notions of “improving” society 

may include purging it of “infidels” and 
their corrupt ways; or segregating men and 
women, keeping the latter under wraps or 
quarantined at home; or executing apostates, 
who are seen as traitorous agitators.

Banning many forms of freedoms 
taken for granted in the West—from 
alcohol consumption to religious and gender 
equality—can be deemed an “improvement” 
and a “betterment” of society.

In short, an Islamic reformation need 
not lead to what we think of as an “improve-
ment” and “betterment” of society—simply 
because “we” are not Muslims and do not 
share their reference points and first premises. 
“Reform” only sounds good to most Western 
peoples because they, secular and religious 

alike, are to a great extent products of 
Christianity’s Protestant Reformation; and 
so, a priori, they naturally attribute positive 
connotations to the word.

# # # #
At its core, the Protestant Reformation 

was a revolt against tradition in the name 
of scripture—in this case, the Bible. With 
the coming of the printing press, increas-
ing numbers of Christians became better 
acquainted with the Bible’s contents, parts 
of which they felt contradicted what the 
Church was teaching. So they broke away, 
protesting that the only Christian authority 
was “scripture alone,” sola scriptura.

Islam’s reformation follows the same 
logic of the Protestant Reformation—specif-
ically by prioritizing scripture over centuries 
of tradition and legal debate—but with anti-
thetical results that reflect the contradictory 
teachings of the core texts of Christianity 
and Islam.

As with Christianity, throughout most 
of its history, Islam’s scriptures, specifically 
its “twin pillars,” the Koran (literal words of 
Allah) and the Hadith (words and deeds of 

Allah’s prophet, Muhammad), were inac-
cessible to the overwhelming majority of 
Muslims. Only a few scholars, or ulema—
literally, “they who know”—were literate 
in Arabic and/or had possession of Islam’s 
scriptures. The average Muslim knew only 
the basics of Islam, or its “Five Pillars.”

In this context, a “medieval synthesis” 
flourished throughout the Islamic world. 
Guided by an evolving general consensus 
(or ijma’), Muslims sought to accommodate 
reality by, in medieval historian Daniel Pipes’ 
words, translat[ing] Islam from a body of 
abstract, infeasible demands [as stipulated 
in the Koran and Hadith] into a workable 
system. In practical terms, it toned down 
Sharia and made the code of law operational. 

Sharia could now be sufficiently applied 
without Muslims being subjected to its more 
stringent demands… [However,] While the 
medieval synthesis worked over the centu-
ries, it never overcame a fundamental weakness: 
It is not comprehensively rooted in or derived 
from the foundational, constitutional texts of 
Islam. Based on compromises and half measures, 
it always remained vulnerable to challenge by 
purists (emphasis added).

This vulnerability has now reached 

breaking point: millions of more Korans 
published in Arabic and other languages 
are in circulation today compared to just 
a century ago; millions of more Muslims 
are now literate enough to read and under-
stand the Koran compared to their medieval 
forbears. The Hadith, which contains some 
of the most intolerant teachings and violent 
deeds attributed to Islam’s prophet, is now 
collated and accessible, in part thanks to the 
efforts of Western scholars, the Orientalists. 

Most recently, there is the Internet—where 
all these scriptures are now available in 
dozens of languages and to anyone with a 
laptop or iPhone.

In this backdrop, what has been called at 
different times, places, and contexts “Islamic 
fundamentalism,” “radical Islam,” “Islamism,” 
and “Salafism” flourished. Many of today’s 
Muslim believers, much better acquainted 
than their ancestors with the often black and 
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Why Does Hamas Want War?
By DANIEL PIPES
Politicians start wars opti-
mistic about their prospects 
of gaining from combat, 
Geoffrey Blainey notes 
in his masterly study, The 

Causes of War; otherwise, they would avoid 
fighting.

Why, then, did Hamas just provoke a 
war with Israel? Out of nowhere, on June 11 
it began launching rockets, shattering a calm 
in place since November 2012. The mystery 

of this outburst prompted David Horovitz, 
editor of the Times of Israel, to find that the 
current fighting has “no remotely credible 
reason” even to be taking place. And why 
did the Israeli leadership respond minimally, 
trying to avoid combat? This although both 
sides know that Israel’s forces vastly out-
match Hamas’ in every domain – intelligence 
gathering, command and control, technol-
ogy, firepower, domination of air space.

What explains this role reversal? Are 
Islamists so fanatical that they don’t mind 
losing? Are Zionists too worried about loss 

of life to fight?
Actually, Hamas leaders are quite 

rational. Periodically (2006, 2008, 2012), 
they decide to make war on Israel knowing 
full well that they will lose on the military 
battlefield but optimistic about winning in 
the political arena. Israeli leaders, conversely, 
assume they will win militarily but fear 
political defeat – bad press, United Nations 
resolutions, and so on.

The focus on politics represents a 
historic shift; the first 25 years of Israel’s exis-
tence saw repeated challenges to its existence 
(especially in 1948-49, 1967, and 1973) 

Continued on page 15

white words of their scriptures, are protesting 
against earlier traditions, are protesting against 
the “medieval synthesis,” in favor of scriptural 
literalism—just like their Christian Protestant 
counterparts once did.

Thus, if Martin Luther (d. 1546) rejected 
the extra-scriptural accretions of the Church 
and “reformed” Christianity by aligning it 
more closely with scripture, Muhammad ibn 
Abdul Wahhab (d. 1787), one of Islam’s first 
modern reformers, “called for a return to the 
pure, authentic Islam of the Prophet, and the 
rejection of the accretions that had corrupted 
it and distorted it,” in the words of Bernard 
Lewis (The Middle East, p. 333).

The unadulterated words of God—or 
Allah—are all that matter for the reformists.

Note: Because they are better acquainted 
with Islam’s scriptures, other Muslims, of 
course, are apostatizing—whether by con-
verting to other religions, most notably 
Christianity, or whether by abandoning 
religion altogether, even if only in their hearts 
(for fear of the apostasy penalty). This is an 
important point to be revisited later. Muslims 
who do not become disaffected after better 
acquainting themselves with the literal teach-
ings of Islam’s scriptures and who instead 
become more faithful to and observant of 
them are the topic of this essay.

# # # #
How Christianity and Islam can follow 

similar patterns of reform but with antithetical 
results rests in the fact that their scriptures are 
often antithetical to one another. This is the 
key point, and one admittedly unintelligible 
to postmodern, secular sensibilities, which 
tend to lump all religious scripture together in 
a melting pot of relativism without bothering 
to evaluate the significance of their respective 
words and teachings.

Obviously a point-by-point comparison 
of the scriptures of Islam and Christianity 

is inappropriate for an article of this length 
(see my “Are Judaism and Christianity as 
Violent as Islam” for a more comprehensive 
treatment).

Suffice it to note some contradictions 
(which will be rejected as a matter of course by 
the relativistic mindset):
· The New Testament preaches peace, 

brotherly love, tolerance, and forgiveness—
for all humans, believers and non-believers 
alike. Instead of combatting and converting 
“infidels,” Christians are called to pray for 
those who persecute them and turn the 
other cheek (which is not the same thing 
as passivity, for Christians are also called 
to be bold and unapologetic). Conversely, 
the Koran and Hadith call for war, or jihad, 
against all non-believers, until they either 
convert, accept subjugation and discrimi-
nation, or die.

· The New Testament has no punishment for 
the apostate from Christianity. Conversely, 
Islam’s prophet himself decreed that 
“Whoever changed his Islamic religion, 
then kill him.”

· The New Testament teaches monogamy, 
one husband and one wife, thereby 
dignifying the woman. The Koran allows 
polygamy—up to four wives—and the 
possession of concubines, or sex-slaves. 
More literalist readings treat women as 
possessions.

· The New Testament discourages lying 
(e.g., Col. 3:9). The Koran permits it; the 
prophet himself often deceived others, and 
permitted lying to one’s wife, to recon-
cile quarreling parties, and to the “infidel” 
during war.

It is precisely because Christian scriptural 
literalism lends itself to religious freedom, 
tolerance, and the dignity of women, that 
Western civilization developed the way 
it did—despite the nonstop propaganda 
campaign emanating from academia, 

Hollywood, and other major media that says 
otherwise.

And it is precisely because Islamic 
scriptural literalism is at odds with religious 
freedom, tolerance, and the dignity of women, 
that Islamic civilization is the way it is—
despite the nonstop propaganda campaign 
emanating from academia, Hollywood, and 
other major media that says otherwise.

# # # #
Those in the West waiting for an Islamic 

“reformation” along the same lines of the 
Protestant Reformation, on the assump-
tion that it will lead to similar results, must 
embrace two facts: 1) Islam’s reformation is 
well on its way, and yes, along the same lines of 
the Protestant Reformation—with a focus on 
scripture and a disregard for tradition—and 
for similar historic reasons (literacy, scriptural 
dissemination, etc.); 2) But because the core 
teachings of the scriptures of Christianity 
and Islam markedly differ from one another, 
Islam’s reformation has naturally produced a 
civilization markedly different from the West.

Put differently, those in the West uncriti-
cally calling for an “Islamic reformation” need 
to acknowledge what it is they are really calling 
for: the secularization of Islam in the name of 
modernity; the trivialization and sidelining of 
Islamic law from Muslim society.

That would not be a “reformation”—cer-
tainly nothing analogous to the Protestant 
Reformation.

Overlooked is that Western secularism 
was, and is, possible only because Christian 
scripture lends itself to the division between 
church and state, the spiritual and the 
temporal.

Upholding the literal teachings of 
Christianity is possible within a secular—
or any—state. Christ called on believers to 
“render unto Caesar the things of Caesar 
(temporal) and unto God the things of God 
(spiritual)” (Matt. 22:21). For the “kingdom 
of God” is “not of this world” (John 18:36). 
Indeed, a good chunk of the New Testament 

deals with how “man is not justified by the 
works of the law… for by the works of the 
law no flesh shall be justified” (Gal. 2:16).

On the other hand, mainstream Islam 
is devoted to upholding the law; and Islamic 
scripture calls for a fusion between Islamic 
law—Sharia—and the state. Allah decrees 
in the Koran that “It is not fitting for true 
believers—men or women—to take their 
choice in affairs if Allah and His Messenger 
have decreed otherwise. He that disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger strays far indeed!” 
(33:36). Allah tells the prophet of Islam, 
“We put you on an ordained way [literarily 
in Arabic, sharia] of command; so follow it 
and do not follow the inclinations of those 
who are ignorant” (45:18).

Mainstream Islamic exegesis has 
always interpreted such verses to mean that 
Muslims must follow the commandments of 
Allah as laid out in the Koran and Hadith—
in a word, Sharia.

And Sharia is so concerned with the 
details of this world, with the everyday 
doings of Muslims, that every conceivable 
human action falls under five rulings, or 
ahkam: the forbidden (haram), the discour-
aged (makruh), the neutral (mubah), the 
recommended (mustahib), and the obligatory 
(wajib).

Conversely, Islam offers little con-
cerning the spiritual (sidelined Sufism the 
exception).

Unlike Christianity, then, Islam without 
the law—without Sharia—becomes mean-
ingless. After all, the Arabic word Islam 
literally means “submit.” Submit to what? 
Allah’s laws as codified in Sharia and derived 
from the Koran and Hadith.

The “Islamic reformation” some in the 
West are hoping for is really nothing less 
than an Islam without Islam—seculariza-
tion not reformation; Muslims prioritizing 
secular, civic, and humanitarian laws over 
Allah’s law; a “reformation” that would slowly 
see the religion of Muhammad go into the 

dustbin of history.
Such a scenario is certainly more plau-

sible than believing that Islam can be true to 
its scriptures in any meaningful way and still 
peacefully coexist with, much less comple-
ment, modernity the way Christianity does.

Originally published by PJ Media on 
June 20 and 27, 2014 http://www.meforum.
org/4740/islam-protestant-reformation

Raymond Ibrahim - Judith Friedman Rosen 
Writing Fellow is a Middle East and Islam 
specialist who previously served as associate 
director of the Middle East Forum. He is author 
of Crucified Again: Exposing Islam’s New War 
on Christians (2013) and The Al Qaeda Reader 
(2007). His writings have appeared in a variety 
of media, including the Middle East Quarterly, 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Jane’s Islamic 
Affairs Analyst, Los Angeles Times, Washington 
Times, and World Almanac of Islamism. He 
has appeared on Al-Jazeera, C-SPAN, Fox 
News, MSNBC, NPR, PBS, and Reuters. Mr. 
Ibrahim regularly lectures, briefs governmental 
agencies, provides expert testimony for Islam-
related lawsuits, and testifies before Congress.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Islam’s ‘Protestant Reformation’
Continued from page 13

http://books.google.com/books?id=Mcknp3tt0LMC&lpg=PP1&pg=PA35#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Mcknp3tt0LMC&lpg=PP1&pg=PA35#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?id=356046
http://www.timesofisrael.com/why-are-we-fighting-with-gaza-again/?utm_source=The+Times+of+Israel+Daily+Edition&utm_campaign=578c4783fd-2014_07_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_adb46cec92-578c4783fd-54433993
http://www.danielpipes.org/299/why-syria-and-turkey-gird-for-war
http://www.danielpipes.org/299/why-syria-and-turkey-gird-for-war
http://www.meforum.org/2159/are-judaism-and-christianity-as-violent-as-islam
http://www.meforum.org/2159/are-judaism-and-christianity-as-violent-as-islam
http://www.thereligionofpeace.com/quran/023-violence.htm
http://www.usc.edu/org/cmje/religious-texts/hadith/bukhari/084-sbt.php
http://www.thereligionofpeace.com/Quran/017-polygamy.htm
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/islamic-fatwa-husbands-should-abandon-wives-to-rapists-in-self-interest/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/islamic-fatwa-husbands-should-abandon-wives-to-rapists-in-self-interest/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/islam/taqiyya-about-taqiyya/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/islam/why-moderate-islam-is-an-oxymoron/
http://www.meforum.org/4740/islam-protestant-reformation
http://www.meforum.org/4740/islam-protestant-reformation
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/
http://www.amazon.com/Qaeda-Reader-Essential-Terrorist-Organization/dp/076792262X/


Page 15THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 17, 2014

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
Notice of Formation of The Beauty Parlor, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with NY Sec. of 
State on 1/14/14. Office located in Westches-
ter County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: the LLC, 100 Main 
St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

CASSIDY & SONS PROPERTIES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/16/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 771 Nepperhan 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

Law Offices of Nichelle A. Johnson, PLLC  Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/16/2014. Office in Westchester Co.; SSNY 
design. agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the PLLC at 240 North Avenue, Ste 215, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801.  Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the NY State Sec-
retary of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: 
Westchester County. The secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  The secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any such process 
against the LLC to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST 
Rye, NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange 
ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.
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and no one knew how those wars would turn 
out. I remember the first day of the 1967 
Six-Day War, when the Egyptians pro-
claimed splendid triumphs while complete 
Israeli press silence suggested catastrophe. 
It came as a shock to learn that Israel had 
scored the greatest victory in the annals of 
warfare. The point is, outcomes were unpre-
dictably decided on the battlefield.

No longer: The battlefield outcome of 
Arab-Israeli wars in last 40 years have been 
predictable; everyone knows Israeli forces 
will prevail. It’s more like cops and robbers 
than warfare. Ironically, this lopsidedness 
turns attention from winning and losing 
to morality and politics. Israel’s enemies 
provoke it to kill civilians, whose deaths 
bring them multiple benefits.

The four conflicts since 2006 have 
restored Hamas’ tarnished reputation for 
“resistance,” built solidarity on the home 
front, stirred dissent among both Arabs and 
Jews in Israel, galvanized Palestinians and 
other Muslims to become suicide bombers, 
embarrassed non-Islamist Arab leaders, 
secured new United Nations resolutions 
bashing Israel, inspired Europeans to impose 
harsher sanctions on Israel, opened the 

international Left’s spigot of vitriol against 
the Jewish state, and won additional aid from 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The holy grail of political warfare is 
to win the sympathy of the global Left 
by presenting oneself as underdog and 
victim. (From a historic point of view, it 
bears pointing out, this is very strange: 
Traditionally, combatants tried to scare the 
enemy by presenting themselves as fearsome 
and unstoppable.)

The tactics of this new warfare include 
presenting a convincingly emotional nar-
rative, citing endorsements of famous 
personalities, appealing to the conscience, 
and drawing simple but powerful political 
cartoons (Israeli supporters tend to excel at 
this, both in the past and now). Palestinians 
get even more creative, developing the twin 
fraudulent techniques of “fauxtography” 
for still pictures and “Pallywood” for videos. 
Israelis used to be complacent about the 
need for what they call hasbara, or getting 
the message out, but recent years find them 
more focused on this.

Hilltops, cities, and strategic roadways 
matter supremely in the Syria and Iraqi 
civil wars, but morality, proportionality, 
and justice dominate Arab-Israeli wars. 
As I wrote during the 2006 Israel-Hamas 

confrontation, “Solidarity, morale, loyalty, 
and understanding are the new steel, rubber, 
oil, and ammunition.” Or in 2012: “Opeds 
have replaced bullets, social media have 
replaced tanks.” More broadly, this is part 
of the profound change in modern warfare 
when Western and non-Western forces 
fight, as in the U.S.-led wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. In Clausewitzian terms, public 
opinion is the new center of gravity.

All this said, how fares Hamas? Not 
well. Its battlefield losses since July 8 appear 
higher than expected and worldwide con-
demnations of Israel have yet to pour in. 
Even the Arabic media are relatively quiet. 

If this pattern holds, Hamas might conclude 
that raining rockets on Israeli homes is not 
such a good idea. Indeed, to dissuade it from 
initiating another assault in a few years, it 
needs to lose both the military and the politi-
cal wars, and lose them very badly.

First published by the  National Review 
Online  on July 11, 2014. http://www.
nationalreview.com/article/382477/
why-does-hamas-want-war-daniel-pipes

Mr. Pipes (DanielPipes.org) is president of the 
Middle East Forum.
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