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By DAN MURPHY 
As the never-ending New 
York City real estate boom 
continues, the buzz about 
the City of Yonkers as the 
next destination for younger 

generations, and those seeking to leave 
the city but remain close to the Big Apple, 
continues. 

Articles highlighting Yonkers as the 
next destination; new construction of afford-
able housing, and market rate apartments; 
new acquisitions by developers, and a request 
for proposals for the Chicken Island portion 
of the downtown, all point to a possible 
renaissance or boom coming for the city. 

“There are things that are happening 
which indicate that we’re seeing a renais-
sance,” said Mayor Mike Spano. “We’re 
seeing a turnaround, a new direction. 
Yonkers is on the cusp of something great.” 

Spano, has presided over the following 
projects, planned and underway:

Chicken Island
Last month, the city released its request 

for proposal to develop the downtown area 
known as “Chicken Island.” The prime 
piece of downtown real estate went through 
years of development proposals and options, 
submitted by developers Streuver, Fidelco, 
Cappelli, before the recession of 2008 
brought all development in the country to 
a halt. 

Spano and the city are now seeking a 
new partner to redevelop Chicken Island, 
located in Getty Square next to City Hall. 
“Chicken Island is prime real estate in our 
city that will continue the revitalization of 
our downtown district,” he said. “We are 
asking for plans that are practical that will 
improve the downtown experience and that 
have sufficient financial backing. It’s finally 
time for bricks and mortar on the ground.”

Coined “Chicken Island” in the late 
1800s when a small island in the Saw Mill 
River was used as a local chicken farm, the 
six-acre site is located to the northeast of 
Yonkers City Hall. It is zoned downtown 
mixed-use, a high-density zone permitting 
development up to 25 stories and which 
permits a wide variety of uses including 
retail, restaurant, office and colleges, as well 
as live-work, micro-units or other innovative 
residential uses.

“The direction of the development 
should be in accordance with what the 
market dictates, as well as what makes sense 
for the people of Yonkers,” said Spano.

As stated in the RFP, the city also seeks 
to identify and create new institutional uses 
for new or existing educational, cultural and/
or arts facilities, or other beneficial commu-
nity uses, to add to the vitality of downtown 
Yonkers. The city encourages collaborations 
between the developer and institutions inter-
ested in maintaining a downtown presence 
to create a dynamic downtown and culturally 
vibrant civic center district. 

In his announcement of the Chicken 
Island RFP, Spano recapped significant 
progress made downtown since he took 
office in 2012, including:

Sarah Lawrence College’s opening of 
the Center for the Urban River at the Beczak 
Environmental Education Center; Daniel 
Wolf and world-renowned architect Maya 
Lin purchasing of the historic city jail, which 
they plan to convert into space for their art 
business and studios; completion of the third 
phase of the Collins waterfront development 
project, a 220-unit residential tower along-
side the Hudson River; restoration of the 
public park and shoreline at Palisades Point; 
the creation of 220-plus units at the Teutonia 
Hall site (Buena Vista Avenue);

Rising Development Yonkers projects 
on Nepperhan Street, and in the Mill Street 
Courtyard, which includes the second phase 
of the Saw Mill River daylighting project. 
The opening of 92 affordable housing 
units at 49 North Broadway; the opening 
of the Warburton Garage; and construc-
tion to begin this year on phase III of the 

daylighting project at New Main Street.
For more information on this newly-

released RFP, visit www.yonkersny.gov/
RFP .

Library Lofts
The sole remaining member of the SFC 

development team, Fidelco Realty Group, 
recently cut the ribbon for its redevelopment 
of the old Public Library on Main Street. 
Library Lofts, a multi-million dollar, mixed-
use redevelopment on the corner of Main 
Street and Mill Street includes 23 rental loft 
apartments on the upper floors, along with 
9,000 square feet of ground floor retail space, 
currently occupied by Deals.

The residential lofts feature studio, 
one- and two-bedroom rental apartments. 
Additional amenities unique to the building 
are an outside patio area, rooftop terrace and 
state-of-the-art fitness center. Artwork from 
Biagio Civale and his Yonkers art gallery 
decorate the main residential lobby and 
common areas.

The project was financed through 
a combination of developer capital and 
a Restore New York grant through the 
Empire State Development Corporation. 

“The opening of this historic renova-
tion is the proof of success demonstrating 
how public-private partnerships can have 
a tangible impact in stimulating com-
munity development,” said Marc Berson, 
Fidelco Realty Group chairman. “The for-
ward-thinking approach has brought new 
residents and retail opportunities to Yonkers 
and new life for an historic but abandoned 
property.” 

The City of Yonkers secured a Restore 
New York grant of $5.45 million in 2010 for 
the purpose of restoring and rehabilitating 
the former library. The redevelopment pre-
serves the building’s historic character and 
restores its façade. 

“We’re so proud to welcome another 
luxury residential building to Yonkers’ 
growing Downtown Waterfront District,” 
said Spano. “With the addition of Library 
Lofts, our growing arts community and 
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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

Of Significance

FeatureSection
Development, and Interest, in Yonkers Continues 
New Construction, Plans & Transactions Dot Yonkers Landscape 

The Glenwood Power plant, the symbol of Yonkers’ beauty and untapped potential.

Continued on page 3

http://www.yonkersny.gov/RFP
http://www.yonkersny.gov/RFP


Page 3THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 31, 2014

FEATURE

Development, and Interest, in Yonkers Continues 

business-friendly environment just minutes 
from Manhattan, Yonkers is quickly 
becoming the city to do business in. I want to 
thank Fidelco Realty Group and New York 
State for continuing to invest in our city.”

The property’s rich history dates 
back to the early 1900s, when it was origi-
nally the Hamilton Theater and Marshall 
Mathewson Department Store. The site had 
been abandoned since the library moved to a 
new facility on the waterfront in 2002. 

A recent issue of Real Estate Weekly 
featured Yonkers, with the headline: 
“Yonkers luring young professionals with 
cheaper prices, proximity to city.”

The article states: “While surround-
ing neighborhoods, such as Brooklyn’s 
Williamsburg and Queens’ Astoria have 
already begun to teem with 20- and 
30-somethings looking for affordable 
housing, it would be wise to not overlook the 
neighbor to the north.

“‘Yonkers has so much positive with 
regard to the housing side of business,’ said 
Gabe Pasquale, executive vice president at 
Douglas Ellman. ‘Start with the commuting 
access into Manhattan and then combine 
that with the affordability based on how 
much more house you’re going to get for the 
money.’

“Pasquale labeled Cedar Knoll, Colonial 
Heights, Westchester Hills, Lawrence Park 
West and Longvale as neighborhoods in 
Yonkers high on his ‘watch list’ for residen-
tial value. He made a point to single out 
Park Hill as a community that appeals to 
the “younger, hipper buyer” that may not be 
ready for the high prices of a Scarsdale.

“Carolina Encarnacio, an agent with 
DJK Residential that specializes in residen-
tial real estate in Yonkers, agrees. ‘If you look 
at Williamsburg in Brooklyn, what it was 
a few years ago, it was empty factories and 
buildings,’ she said. ‘In the last seven years 
you can’t recognize it because of the prox-
imity it has to the city and people who are 
looking for alternatives.’

“For now, there is little sign of a break 
in development, as Yonkers begins to morph 
into yet another vibrant community thriving 
off the allure of Times Square.” 

Longfellow School
Fifty-nine units of affordable housing 

are being created at the long-vacant 
Longfellow School on Mulberry Street. 

Empty since 1976, Longfellow has 
been the subject of various redevelopment 
plans, even as it suffered fire damage, roof 
damage and other deterioration over the 
years. “At this point, the best plan is to knock 
it down and replace it with something new,” 
said Spano. “We will take this eyesore and 

put 59 homes there that people badly need.”
The Yonkers-based Greyston 

Foundation, along with the develop-
ers Bluestone Organization and Hudson 
Companies, will develop and manage 
the project through a joint entity, HB 
Longfellow Realty, LLC.

The city, which owns the 0.8-acre 
site, will donate the property. The Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency will provide 
an estimated $540,000 sales tax exemption 
for materials used in the construction of the 
project, an estimated $367,000 mortgage tax 
exemption, and will also negotiate a tempo-
rary property tax abatement.

The Longfellow project will serve a 
wide variety of affordable housing needs, 
including individuals and veterans with dis-
abilities. “This plan includes groups whose 
needs are often not included in affordable 
housing development,” said Westchester 
County Legislator and Yonkers IDA 
President Ken Jenkins. “This is a model of 
how to best provide affordable housing.”

The 59 units will serve people making 
between 30 percent of the area median 
income and 60 percent of the median; nine of 
the 59 units will be set aside for people with 
disabilities, in which services will be provided 
by Richmond Community Services.

The project is estimated to cost $22 
million and will take approximately 24 
months to complete, and will provide 
approximately 250 construction jobs during 
that period.

Grant Park II
The city also recently celebrated the 

groundbreaking for Grant Park II, the 
latest phase of the Ashburton Avenue revi-
talization program, in which 56 new units 
of affordable housing will be built on the 
site of the former Mulford Gardens in the 
Ashburton Avenue corridor.

Grant Park II is the fourth phase of 
the redevelopment of the public housing 
complex, and consists of two four-story 
buildings that will contain a mix of one-, 
two- and three-bedroom apartments. They 
are being made available to individuals and 
households earning at or below 60 percent of 
the median income.

“This is the latest phase of transform-
ing the deteriorated Mulford Gardens into 
modern and desirable homes for the people 
of Yonkers,” said Spano, who is chairman of 
the YIDA board. “We’re not just providing 
better homes for people who need them, but 
we’re providing a better neighborhood, and 
that helps the entire city. This is another step 
forward for the City of Yonkers.”

Grant Park II is a public-private 
partnership led by the Richman Group 

Development Corporation, the Landex 
Companies, the Municipal Housing 
Authority of the City of Yonkers, New York 
State Homes and Community Renewal, and 
YIDA.

Residents of the new apartments will 
have access to the community facilities on 
the adjacent 100-unit Grant Park I housing 
project, which opened in 2012 and includes 
a playground and community center. The 
new apartments were built in accordance 
with Leadership in Energy Efficiency and 
Design standards, including energy-efficient 
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning 
systems and appliances.

The $23 million project is expected to 
be completed in September 2015.

Hotel Construction
On Tuckahoe Road, the IDA recently 

announced assistance to facilitate a 150-room 
hotel in a five-story, 188,000-square-foot 
building on vacant land located at 555 
Tuckahoe Road, adjacent to the POP 
Displays building. It will be developed by an 
affiliate of Al Weissman Real Estate, which 
owns the land.

A new hotel at the Cross County 
Shopping Center is under construction 
and two hotels on Executive Boulevard 
were built over the past five years. “With 
two other hotels already in various stages 
of development within the past year alone, 
this is a strong indicator of the city’s growing 
attraction as a destination for business and 
leisure travel,” said Spano. “It’s the business 
community casting a vote of confidence in 

the city’s favor.”
The hotel will provide an estimated 50 

permanent positions ranging in pay from 
$22,000 to $100,000, as well as 200 tempo-
rary construction jobs. The developers expect 
to spend $12 million in construction costs, 
plus another $3 million in fit-out costs.

“As a vacant lot, this property is contrib-
uting virtually nothing to the city’s economy,” 
said YIDA President Jenkins. “In the future 
it will provide jobs, as well as expand the tax 
base by paying income, sales, property and 
occupancy taxes.”

According to the recent YIDA autho-
rization, the project will receive incentives 
including an estimated $270,000 mortgage 
tax exemption, an estimated $653,250 
exemption on sales taxes for construction 
materials, plus a temporary property tax 
incentive that is still to be negotiated.

Alder Manor and Bosch Hall
A historical gem along the Hudson was 

recently sold in Yonkers. Steve McCulloch 
and Rich Hendey of Houlihan Parnes 
Realtors announced the sale of the Tara 
Circle property also known as Alder Manor 
and Bosch Hall, located at 1097 North 
Broadway, for $5.5 million. The buyer was 
the Goren Group, which is also renovating 
the Glenwood Power Plant (see below.)

The property consists of an architec-
turally significant manor house of 35,000 
square feet, built in 1908 and listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. In 
addition to the manor house, the 5.67-acres 
site also includes a former school building 

known as Bosch Hall, consisting of 51,000 
square feet and built in 1962. 

Glenwood Power Plant
The ongoing renovation and redevel-

opment of Glenwood Power Plant, located 
on the Hudson River, was featured in the 
New York Times last month by reporter C. J. 
Hughes.

The Goren Group will invest $150 
million to turn the four-acre site and 165,000 
square feet of buildings into a center of arts 
and recreation. It has begun the $70 million 
first phase of the project and is cleaning the 
site, and reconstructed the walls and floors of 
the mammoth building.

Loren Goren, founder of the Goren 
Group, said she will keep the “aesthetics per-
spective to preserve the raw industrial feeling” 
and “respect what’s there.”

A second phase, to be completed over 
the next decade, will include a hotel, restau-
rants and great room that could accommodate 
3,000 people for conventions or art galleries 
and shows. 

Goren recently bought out her original 
partner in the project, Yonkers business owner 
and real estate holder Ron Shemesh, who 
relocated his business after Hurricane Sandy. 

Goren, who has worked on acquisition 
and conversion projects in New York City, 
hopes to obtain state and federal tax credits to 
pay for the cost of the renovation. She told the 
Times: “I’m attracted to very magical spaces.”

Dan Murphy is editor of Rising Media Group.

Meet the increasing need for science 
teachers by earning a Master’s degree while 
continuing to work at your present job. 
This is an affordable, 2-year, 10-course, 
30-credit program with some courses offered 
online, geared towards individuals living and 
working in Westchester.

Benefit from a distinctive program 
in Biology Education, which 
includes select biology courses 
taught by faculty at New York 
Medical College, a national leader 
in basic medical science education 
and research, and education 
courses by Touro Graduate School 
of Education faculty. 

Touro is an Equal Opportunity Institution

Open-Houses will be held on: 
Thursday, August 7, 2014  
Wednesday, August 20,2014  
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
19 Skyline Drive, Hawthorne, NY 10532

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:

Dr. Frances Hannan, Chair, Bio Ed.
Touro College Biology Education Program

Phone: 914-594-4111
Email: bioed.gse@touro.edu  

 BECOME Al
 BIOLOGYl
 TEACHER!l

TOURO COLLEGE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION

Continued from page 2
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By HEZI ARIS
Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano’s administration has 
become ever more pro-
ficient in disguising the 
truth. They have learned to 

engage in Doublespeak. Doublespeak has 
its roots in George Orwell‘s book, Nineteen 
Eighty-Four. Parallels have also been drawn 
between Doublespeak and Orwell’s classic 
essay Politics and the English Language, 
which discusses the distortion of language 
for political purposes. George Carlin poked 
fun at the ridiculousness of it all, and George 
Orwell observed that political language 
serves to distort and obfuscate reality. With 
respect to economic development projects 
in Yonkers, it is revealed how little has trans-
pired over the past 2½ years despite the 
doublespeak expressions suggesting other-
wise. Let’s look at what has been reported, 
protected as it is by the creation of necessary 
illusions in articles printed this past week in 
The Journal News.

The first cerebral assault was revealed 
in a July 16, 2014, article written by reporter 
Ernie Garcia. It spoke to the Yonkers’ Library 
Lofts Complete. The article pronounces, 
“The conversion of the former Yonkers 
Public Library building into apartments is 
complete.” The article advises that officials 
from Fidelco Realty Group and the City 
of Yonkers are to attend a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at the Library Lofts (http://
www.library-lofts.com ) on July 23rd. The 
article acknowledges the 22-unit complex 

at 5 Main Street, mentioning that the first 
tenant is operating on the ground floor, 
but no apartment dwellers yet. Why was 
the store not mentioned by name? “Deals” 
has been operating for a few months. The 
Library Lofts were originally intentioned to 
be the offices of developers Stuever Fidelco 
Cappelli (SFC). The demise of Struever 
and Capelli left only The Fidelco Realty 
Group at the helm. The article emphasizes 
the adaptively-reused project, asserted to be 
valued at $10.5 million, having gained a $5.4 
million historic-preservation grant from the 
Empire State Development Corporation. 
Yonkersites, whom I suggest are among the 
most politically astute and aware, are won-
dering how much did the Fidelco Realty 
Group invest in this project? Did they make 
any investment in the project or is this OEM, 
other people’s money, a euphemism for the 
taxpayer’s money! Why did it take over 
13 years for it to be completed? But most 
importantly, when will the Library Lofts 
generate revenue for the City of Yonkers 
(CoY)? And how much will it amount to, 
and when will CoY get a return for taxpayer’s 
investments? How many local people will be 
employed?

Fidelco Realty Group seems to look 
like a “nice” operation, yet they have lied to 
Mayor Mike Spano. The insult suffered by 
Yonkersites is the public pronouncement 
by Marc Berson, Chairman of The Fidelco 
Group, when he pronounced last November 
2013, at a press conference, which he con-
ducted in conjunction with Yonkers Mayor 

Mike Spano, at which he asserted he would 
have renderings that would reveal the vision 
Fidelco had developed for the SFC Yonkers 
development parcel designated as “H & I”. 
No rendering has yet come to light. The 
transparent conduct said to permeate gov-
ernance in Yonkers by Mayor Mike Spano 
is a coverup being hidden by the “silence” 
and evident inability by The Fidelco Group 
to come through with a rendering that is 
now 6-months later than the deadline Mr 
Berson set for himself when he advised he 
would have a rendering in 3-months time. 
Why the delay? A delay of 13-years and no 
concept or plan! At issue now, if not consid-
ered in the past, is the financial capacity of 
The Fidelco Group. Are they solvent? Do 
they have a solid credit rating? When are 
they going to reveal their plan? When will 
they start? When will they finish? Are they 
to be penalized if they do not meet the dead-
lines within parameters of leniency? How 
much will they be penalized? Did they have 
the financing in place to see the completion 
of the project? And how much revenue will 
they generate for CoY? Likely a PILOT 
(payment in lieu of taxes) scheme is part of 
their deal. When does it expire? When it 
does, how much will CoY earn? There are 
more concerns. Yonkersites are aghast at the 
games that continue-to be played!!!

The article continues to extol that Phase 
II of the daylighted Saw Mill River Project 
included a ground breaking ceremony in 
March for Mill Street. When is the project 
to be completed? What will it generate for 
Yonkers coffers and when?

Next we learn of Homes for America 
CEO Robert McFarlane who is said in an 
article by Ernie Garcia that Yonkers Deadbeat 
Developer’s Debt Now $6.5 Million. The 
article was posted on July 18, 2014. CoY is 
asking the court to award it a $6,451,513.22 
judgment against the bankrupt devel-
oper of 86 Main St. for a loan he is alleged 
to have defaulted upon. A hearing with 
respect to this issue will be heard on July 
23rd, 2014. CoY advises a $3 million HUD 
(U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s Section 108 Loan Guarantee 
is delinquent. CoY is on the hook to make 
payment should no compensation can or 
will be consummated. Yonkersites know 
full well how the SFC Project consumed 
an inordinate amount of time and atten-
tion by lawyer Al DelBello who represented 
SFC Yonkers, Homes for America Housing, 
among others. Attempting to salvage the 
evident demise of Cappelli Enterprises, 
DelBello placed MacFarlane and Homes for 
America Housing Station Plaza property on 
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Mayor Mike Spano Becomes Proficient in Doublespeak

hold n order to focus on SFC. By the time 
SFC Yonkers was recognized to be a finan-
cial basket case, the financing needed by 
MacFarlane to complete his project came 
to realize that financing opportunities had 
dried up. Thank you to Phil Amicone and 
his bulldog economic czar Ed Sheeren, who 
fought tooth and nail to thwart MacFarlane’s 
project from ever coming to fruition. While 
MacFarlane was not a saint, he would come 
to appreciate that the insiders who would not 
welcome him into their fold played him. He 
was not one of them and they were intent 
on crushing him. At issue to this writer is 
why has CoY not gone after the funds owed 
by Joe Cotter, who is also delinquent in 
paying his HUD loan? Why have Cappelli 
Enterprises and Fidelco Realty Group also 
not paid the HUD loans they borrowed 
and not paid in full? CoY’s saying that 
they received the money is not provable to 
anyone. Where is the verifiable proof? Talk 
means nothing. Please remember this is 
Yonkers 2014, not Berlin 1942. The worst 
part of it all is that no responsibility is ever 
placed on former Mayor Phil Amicone’s 
conduct that lacked scrutiny with respect to 
taxpayer’s money while the financial world 
was collapsing on Yonkers. Besides, even 
when Amicone was succeeded by Mayor 
Mike Spano, Amicone always came to the 
defense of Joe Cotter and Mayor Spano gave 

in. Amicone lobbied on Joe Cotter’s behalf 
before Mayor Mike Spano. The result, Joe 
Cotter’s operations have not been sued but 
he owes Yonkers big time. I am sure one can 
come up with a doublespeak term that refers 
to Yonkers Corporation Counsel having 
other more important concerns than to exact 
payment from the delinquent Joe Cotter and 
his operations in the city. There is so much 
depth to the Joe Cotter operation that is 
would take too long to write about… there 
are other more important things to attend 
to. In the meanwhile, ruminate on N-Valley 
Technology Center. A lesson in high finance 
that is born on the back of the taxpayer can 
be engaged in future discussion. Basically 
buy low, sell for higher, and repeat up to a 
point, pivot and take a loss for selling for less, 
take a tax loss credit, repeat up to a point and 
then reverse, and start the process again. At 
minimum two entities must play, it is better 
if there are more than two at play, because it 
looks better and may be a better camouflage 
in an attempt to outsmart the IRS.

Next, we learn about that Yonkers Alder 
Manor to Get $3 Million Makeover (July 19, 
2014), also written by Ernie Garcia. Mr. 
Garcia writes, “The historic Alder Manor 
will get a $3 million renovation by its new 
owner. The Plant Manor of New York City 
outlined its intentions in an application 
for financial assistance with the Yonkers 
Industrial Development Agency. The Plant 

Manor, headed by Lela Goren, paid $5.5 
million for the mansion and it seeks a sales 
tax exemption of $167,500 and an undeter-
mined real estate tax break. The YIDA board 
will vote on the application on Wednesday at 
their monthly meeting. A value for compen-
sating the Yonkers Board of Education was 
never concluded, much less satisfied. The 
property consists of an architecturally sig-
nificant manor house of 35,000 square feet 
built in 1908 that is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The site also 
includes a former school building known as 
Bosch Hall consisting of 51,000 square feet 
and built in 1962.”

Bosch Hall was stolen from the 
Yonkers Board of Education and the 
property was never compensated for the 
value of the property. One must wonder 
why. Even so, by the time anyone looks into 
it, the history of the transactions will be lost. 
Under Mayor Mike Spano’s administration 
all Real Estate deals, information and trans-
action dates going back decades were burned 
because storage space could not be found 
or created to maintain the information and 
never transferred to any digital media. Even 
the cost of the “alleged” purchase of Tara 
Circle was assisted by Hudson Valley Bank. 
Was HVB ever paid in full for the note of 
$1.2 million. No proof exists and no one will 
speak to the financial scam that ensued and 
thereby became part of a major cover-up. 
The note was not satisfied and there is no 
proof to that affect. More importantly, why 

does the Yonkers Industrial Development 
Agency or any funding source give approval 
before the developer has proven their finan-
cial solvency to complete a project or projects 
prior to public notice of the project they are 
to build? Yonkers has learned to conduct 
its business a*s-backwards. Even so, it still 
stinks. Then again, what is the point? Where 
is the Yonkers Inspector General, the NYS 
Attorney General, or any officer (officials) 
out there that can take on this mess and 
skullduggery?

Lastly, take a look at the notice sent 
out on July 18, 2014 to advise of the Public 
Notice for a Yonkers IDA meeting for 
Wednesday, July 23rd, 2014, at 9:00 a.m., 
to be held in the Mayor’s Conference 
Room. There is a hyperlink one is urged to 
visit: www.yonkersida.com for “notice and 
agenda”, yet this same repetitive conduct 
reveals nothing about the upcoming agenda. 
In other words, the conduct of obfuscation, 
doublespeak, and haughty meaningless 
terms and phrases have evolved from Ellen 
Lynch, to Melvina Carter, to Ken Jenkins 
in the same manner. It seems Phil Amicone 
and Mayor Mike Spano must be the best of 
friends. They do exactly the same thing. They 
must also be infested by the same fleas that 
thrive in darkness in the world of double-
speak and duplicity.

Plausible deniability can no longer be 
justified by this hypocrisy. Even so with only 
17 months before the mayoral re-election 
effort by Mayor Mike Spano, can he afford 

to continue this game? Let’s face it… storms 
are all about us. The ballooning housing 
costs in China are scaring financial markets 
worldwide. Same with respect to the crisis in 
Nigeria, Gaza vs Israel, Ukraine vs Russia, 
faltering economies worldwide, and federal 
and state coffers as empty as that of CoY. 
Let’s not forget how union contracts are still 
not resolved.

A saving face on all this is the fact that 
many Yonkersites are on vacation, CoY 
will be ready for the new school year in 
September, the campaign efforts will be in 
full swing, elections will be decided in the 
second Tuesday in November, followed by 
a Thanksgiving Day repast, then the delight 
of Christmas bells and cheer, followed by 
New Year’s Day, more vacation time, and 
the process begins once again with nothing 
getting done. This administration is waiting 
out the clock and they are adept at it.

The prospects for Yonkers look dismal. 
Too many union contracts still not consum-
mated, delinquent loans not paid, extensions 
on development projects that will not move 
forward unless taxpayer money underwrite 
them, and another budget deficit already 
noted to be at the $70 million level for next 
year’s budget looms.

When will this horror end? Perhaps 
only when those in elected office learn to 
speak English.
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By BOB K. BOGEN
Surely many readers are fed 
up with the inanities about 
both the Ukrainian-Russian 
horrors and the Mid-East 
murderous insanities. It seems 

likely both active conflicts could be ended in 
hours by a modest amount of rationality

Now. at last, it should be possible to stop 
the murderous Ukrainian-Russian Conflict

The most recent murderous atrocity in 
Ukraine, involving the death of hundreds 
of unrelated tourists in a plane from 
Amsterdam, brought the world into the 
battle over Ukraine as never before.

The destruction of the plane by Russian 
long-range missiles as well as the failure of 
adequate training by Russians essential for 
any use of these complex Russian weapons 
is intolerable. However, this tragedy recalls 
two earlier such horrific events. The first, best 
known, incident also resulted from Russian 
action that shot down hundreds of innocents 
in an attack over the North Pacific along the 

shores of the Russian Kamchatka Peninsula 
just over thirty years ago.

Despite President Ronald Reagan’s 
outrage over the Kamchatka disaster, and his 
protestations that Americans would never 
commit such an atrocity, just several years 
later, still during the Reagan presidency, an 
American warship shot down a civilian 
airliner over the Persian Gulf, again with the 
death of innocent hundreds.

In this case, decades later, society has, 
would you believe it, advanced, perhaps only 
somewhat. Barely a week ago a court set a 
judgment of over $5 billion against City 
Bank for their responsibility in the housing 
bubble that caused the eviction of millions 
from their homes. Some of that was in the 
nature of a fine that might restrain such 
future disasters and some is for retribution 
to the victims.

It would seem appropriate, if unlikely, 
that a criminal case could be instituted 
naming Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
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and/or his co-conspirators as war criminals. 
In addition to any related criminal penalties 
or fines, it would seem appropriate that an 
effort be made to levy an international civil 
law suit calling for damages in the billions.

It has recently come to light that Putin is 
now one of the richest men in the world. His 
billions around the world are apparently the 
result of his involvement, legal or otherwise, 
in the enormous Russian international oil 
and gas industry. The widespread reliance in 
Europe for Russian energy supply is clearly 
a cause for European refusal to apply sanc-
tions on Russia for their military and related 
efforts to re-annex all or some of Ukraine, 
as proposed by the US. eIn any event, Putin 
and Russia can afford billions to pay for their 
complicity in their Ukraine war crimes.

In any event sanctions should continue 
until Russians are out of the Ukrainian pen-
insula of Crimea and perhaps even other 
recent Russian take-over actions further east. 
Putin’s military and quasi-military illegal and 
immoral international actions to force res-
torations of the USSR empire under Stalin 
may recall for him his early days in Stalin’s 
secret police, the NKVD, but must not be 
encouraged. Putin can now stop the conflict 

in hours.
Hamas can end all the killing in Gaza 

and Israel within a few hours simply by 
halting their rocket attacks.

A recent short letter to the New York 
Times said the writer was, “sick of the words” 
the Right to Defend, used in reference to wide-
spread publicized commentary on Israel’s 
response to hundreds, in total thousands, of 
rockets shot into Israel, even as stated as a 
Right to Defend by President Obama. How 
apparently outrageous is it for a nation of such 
people to forcefully respond to such major 
violent rocket attacks.

Such a “sickness”, of a letter-writer, 
should be in the Physician’s Desk Reference. 
Such a writer is either blind, a hopeless racist, 
or likely, both.

Joseph Goebbels, or another of Adolph 
Hitler’s writers could not have found a clearer 
statement. The people, or a nation repeatedly 
and massively attacked should, clearly, not 
act violently in objection to violence against 
them, but rather simply, quietly file into gas 
chambers, just like their uncles and aunts used 
to do.

Actually since my return from military 
duty in South East Asia, including training 
others in the use of guns, decades ago, I 
became a Quaker and cannot imagine killing 
others myself, or encouraging others.

And in fact, I have no question that the 

nation of Israel has done wrong on various 
occasions, sometimes in serious matters. 
And I share with many Israelis at all levels 
that Palestinians deserve civil liberties and 
nationhood.

As I stated in the Jerusalem Post, a two 
state solution may not now be available, but 
perhaps a three state solution might work. 
As I observed when serving in Pakistan for 
the UN, India, Pakistan, and East Pakistan 
[as “Bangladesh”] managed an end to major 
violence. Perhaps the West Bank, Israel, and 
Gaza might arrange a similar three state 
solution.

In such an effort, national boundaries 
would remain a major task. It is many decades 
since the current operational boundaries 
were set in the famous UN Security Council 
Resolution 242. In a personal conversation 
decades ago with the British permanent rep-
resentative to the United Nations Security 
Council, who was the principal author of 
Resolution 242, he explained to me that 
the boundaries were not considered as 
International Boundaries, but as cease-
fire-lines. He explained that they were not 
workable as national boundaries; in fact some 
actually went through villages.

Some say the conflict is unfair as so many 
Gazans have been hit and only a few Israelis. 
As if any war is fair and equal. Perhaps soccer 
and other sports should end with equal scores 

on each side. It would seem such speakers 
would insist or only be happy if only as many 
Gazans be killed as Israelis killed.

We are even treated to a Gazan 
spokesperson in front of a UN flag repeat-
edly whining that it would only be right if 
Israelis refused to attack any building until 
there is no doubt that women and children 
are absent. At the same time hundreds of 
Hamas rockets are fired with no consider-
ation of civilians in rocket landings.

In fact the rockets are not military 
weapons with assigned targets at all. They 
are not designated toward military targets. 
They are actually terror weapons. And they 
do generate terror as there is no specific 
target and all are vulnerable… all running 
for shelter after the widespread 15-second 
warning siren. QED, the initialism of the 
Latin phrase “quod erat demonstrandum”, 
meaning that “which had to be demon-
strated: thereby, Hamas is not a military 
organization, it is a terrorist organization.

Of course, this is an old story. The 
violent terrorists who organized and fought 
on the Gaza Flotilla were intended to estab-
lish access for weapons for Gaza, despite the 
blind and ignorant participant Americans 
who were led to believe it was a food 
caravan or some such innocent goodwill 
gesture. Even Greece, its source, refused any 
follow-up Flotilla.

Reports suggest Gazans are under-
standably now more hesitant to follow 
Hamas and its Jihadist terrorism that uses 
them as shields and martyrs. According to 
some reports, Hamas was in trouble with 
Gazans before the current Hamas rocket 
barrage and had to come up with some 
dramatic, if violent, attack to rebuild support. 
Perhaps they overplayed their gambit, at the 
serious, deadly cost of their citizens.

The Hamas terrorist blackmail is a boo-
merang. These are not the quiet Jews of 1930 
Germany. They remember and will never 
again walk into the gas chambers or give in 
to terrorist blackmail.

Bob K. Bogen: BA Antioch College; MCP 
University of Pennsylvania; served as Long-
Range Planning Director for the New York 
Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission, 
which ended in the South Tower of the 
World Trade Center; Planning Director for 
the New England Regional Commission; 
Comprehensive Planning Director or for 
the United Nations Development Program 
in Pakistan; Board Chairman of the 
Communications Committee for the United 
Nations; Principal Representative of Architects/ 
Designers/ Planners for Social Responsibility to 
the United Nations; and Chair of the Quaker 
Regional Committee for Peace and Social Order 
for Eight Friends Congregations in the New 
York Metropolitan Region.
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By MARK JEFFERS
So, my waist is wider, my 
wallet is lighter and my 
family is cranky. Vacation 
must be over. I just knocked 
the sand off my computer 

and wrote this week’s “Vacation is all I ever 
wanted,” edition of “News & Notes.”

This sounds like a cool event. The 
Peekskill’s Restaurant Row’s Summer 
Block Party Weekend Series through Labor 
Day, every Saturday (3-11pm) and Sunday 
(1-9pm). Restaurant Row will be closed to 
traffic creating a large venue for dining al 
fresco and outdoor performances. The series 
will feature local and international perform-
ers, writers, visual artists, face painting, games 
and vendors. Come to the heart of Peekskill 
and enjoy the fine cuisine and spirits the res-
taurants offer, and cool shops and galleries.

After all the food and drink from the 

block party, I will need to stop by the “Be Fit, 
One Day at a Time,” program which will 
resume Wednesday, August 6th, at Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla. “Be Fit, One Day at a 
Time” is an outdoor body-weight fitness boot 
camp geared toward adults of all athletic abili-
ties. Aside from its unique setting at the base 
of Westchester’s iconic 300-foot high masonry 
dam, the program differs from other fitness 
boot camps because its approach encourages 
participants to focus on long-term fitness goals 
in addition to maximizing their self-confidence. 
The program is led by highly accredited fitness 
professionals who understand the dedication, 
patience and perseverance needed to accom-
plish fitness goals. “Be Fit, One Day at a Time 
will be held Wednesdays and Saturdays in 
August.

“Arrgh, Matey,” school is in session 
at Saxon Woods Pool in White Plains on 
Saturday, August 2nd, Pirate School, that is, 
from 2 to 4pm. Children and their families will 

find out how to stand, talk, laugh and sing like a 
pirate, and then join in a hunt for secret treasure.

Afterwards you can let your inner super-
hero shine during Superhero Day at Saxon 
Woods Pool, Wednesday, August 6th, starting 
with a parade around the pool deck that gets 
underway at Noon. Dress your best, because 
prizes will be awarded for the best superhero 
costume.

To counter balance the large soft-serve 
twist cone with rainbow sprinkles from King 
Cone I thoroughly enjoyed last weekend, 
we went down Route 35 a little urther and 
walked around the beautiful gardens at Lasdon 
Park. Lasdon Park, at 2610 Amawalk Road 
(Route 35), in Katonah offers a gorgeous 
234-acre Westchester County-owned park 
and arboretum with many trails and gardens to 
explore; plus an emotionally moving Veterans’ 
Memorial.

It is often said that, “laughter is the best 
medicine,” and the best part, it is fun, free and 

easy to use. Seniors can learn the priceless 
health benefits of incorporating humor and 
laughter in your routine on Friday, August 8th, 
at The Westchester in White Plains as part of 
the Mall Walk program.

Deirdre Otto, a licensed recreation thera-
pist who specializes in stress management and 
pain reduction, will discuss ways to apply humor 
to enhance mood, relieve stress and add joy to 
life. The program will begin at 9am at the Food 
Court on Level 4. Admission and parking are 
free for members of the mall walk program. 
Sponsored by Westchester County Parks, 
this program offers year-round indoor health 
walking at The Westchester on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, from 8am to 10am. To join, sign up 
at the horse fountain plaza near Crate & 
Barrel on Retail Level Two, on Tuesday and 
Friday mornings during the program.

Calling all artists… it is time to dust off 
your paints and palettes. Shattemuc Yacht 
Club on the Hudson River in Ossining 
presents its Plein Air Paint Out and Auction 
on Saturday, August 2nd. Artists will chose 
their favorite spot on the water and will paint 

from 7:00am until 3:00pm, then hang their 
finished framed works on the deck of the 
Club House for a Preview, at which time 
appetizers and refreshments will be served.

I am a big Billy Joel fan, so this should 
be a great concert… on Sunday, August 
10th, 6pm – 8pm, Danny V’s 52nd St. Billy 
Joel Tribute will be performing at Veterans 
Memorial Field, Gazebo, in Yorktown 
Heights.

Maybe someday, I can learn one of 
Billy’s many great hits by attending. The 
Summer Music Workshop in Pleasantville 
on August 11 & 12. Spend 2 days, side by 
side, with established regional musicians/
recording artists extending your knowledge 
of song writing, vocals, guitar looping tech-
niques, stage performances, and more.

This summer sure is going fast; don’t be 
surprised if you start seeing early Christmas 
shopping sales…see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
In his technology / philoso-
phy masterpiece “Summa 
Technologiae,” the great 
Polish science fiction writer 
and scientist Stanislaw Lem 

wrote “We are in times of accelerated technoevo-
lution.” This was written in 1964! (the work 
was only translated from Polish to English in 
2013 by Joanna Zylinska). 1964 was before 
the introduction of the first microcomputer, 
the Altair; computers on office desks and in 
homes were a vision of science fiction and, 
of course, the totally connected age that we 
have now of smartphones, tablet comput-
ers, and “wearables” was present only in the 
imagination of some.

Lem looked as this evolution as natural, 
writing “Every technology is actually an arti-
ficial extension of the innate tendency possessed 
by all living beings to gain mastery over their 
environment, or at least not to surrender to in 
in their struggle for survival.” He then goes 
on to define “Homeostasis“ as “a sophisticated 
name for aiming toward a state of equilibrium, 
or for continued existence despite the ongoing 
changes” while defining technology as the 
“means of bringing about collectively determined 
goals that have been conditioned by the state of 
the our knowledge and our social aptitude – and 
also those goals that no one has identified at the 
outset.”

Wow – that’s a mouthful! – but the 
meaning is obvious; there is constantly 
accelerating technology, molded by both our 
desires and the vision of some very bright 
people. The 403 page book (of which 361 
pages are the text; the remaining 42 pages 
are both a bibliography) is rather dense but it 
is well worth reading for an understanding of 
“Cybernetics” (the study of human control func-
tions and of mechanical and electronic systems 
designed to replace them, involving the applica-
tion of statistical mechanics to communication 
engineering. – Dictionary.com) which, in turn, 
lets us understand better from whence we 
come and where are we going in technologi-
cal development.

A person who has a view of where 
we are going is David Rose, founder of 
Ambient Devices and author of the recent 
book ”Enchanted Objects: Design, Human 
Desire, and the Internet of Things.” Rose sees 
a future in which not only are all our electri-
cal devices and sensors—lamps, thermostats, 
air conditioning, door locks, smartphones, 
microwaves, televisions, computers, tablets, 
etc. -- interconnected, but learning from 
each other and the humans that guide them.

Rose writes “Enchanted systems will 
work on a grander scale, however, than just a 
connected Internet of Things. In an enchanted 
system, things will have the ability to cavort, 
coordinate, learn, and heal. A home and the 
people who live in it will begin to function more 
like a natural system – constantly monitoring all 
of its components and functions, coordinating 
activities that go on there, continuously learning 
and improving and adapting, so that the home 
is a place where technology exalts human beings 
and enables them to realize their needs and 
desires in the most complete, seamless, and satis-
fying way possible.

“Enchanted systems will also have 
the potential to take us into terra incognito, 
unknown and uncharted technological and 
human territory. Picture a world in which 
every object connects, has an ability or two of 
enchantment, will be embedded with sensors 
and signaling, and will climb a couple of rungs 
on the Ladder of Enchantment.” (Note – to 
fully understand this last paragraph, one 
must read the book for Rose’s explanation 
of what he means by Enchanted Objects. I 
don’t think such understanding is necessary 
in the context of this column; in other words, 
“you get the idea”).

Rose goes on, “Such enchanted systems 
will enable a kind of superrich, interconnected 
intelligence and a network of one-to-one, one-
to-group, and group-to-group communications 
of such speed, capability, and reach that will 
make our current plex of phones and social media 
look rinky-dink.”

A view of what is almost mind-bog-
gling – BUT who will define it and what 

safeguards will be put in? Will the NSA 
know what is in my refrigerator and whether 
I have marijuana in my house? Will I have 
absolute control over who gets to see what 
databases I’ve been into or what I bought 
from Amazon?

Technological innovation usually 
produces “blowback” – unintended conse-
quences. Who could have predicted when 
EZpass came in that its records could be 
used in a divorce case to show where one of 
the parties has been? – or that a company, 
such as Acxiom would collect records of 
all your credit card purchases? – or that the 
wondrous Internet would open our lives to 
the NSA?

Jaron Lanier, creator of tools for virtual 
reality, in his 2013 book “Who Owns The 
Future?” first mentions many of the won-
derful things that might come in the future 
– 3D printing doing much of our manufac-
turing, driverless cars, etc. and then writes, 
“Maybe technology will then make all the needs 
of life so inexpensive that it will be virtually free 
to live well, and no one will worry about money, 
jobs, wealth disparities, or planning for old age. I 
strongly doubt that neat picture will unfold.

“Instead, if we go on the way we are, we 
will probably enter into a period of hyper-unem-
ployment, and the attendant political and social 
chaos. The outcome of chaos is unpredictable and 
we shouldn’t rely on it to design our future.

“The wise course is to consider in advance 
how we can live in the long term with a high 
degree of automation.”

Lanier spends the rest of the book 
detailing the many ways in which the new 
technology may negatively impact our lives 
and offers remedies for these problems.

So we have Lem’s postulation that there 
is an “accelerated technoevolution” going on 
that has many similarities to the bioevolution 
that most understand. We then have Jaron 
Lanier pointing out the pitfalls along the 
evolutionary path that we are on and Frank 
Rose painting a view of a happy prosperous 
time brought on by Internet technology.

I think that we must heed Lanier and 
act on his points to reach Rose’s future. To do 
so, we will need involvement of the media, 
politicians, academics, computer scientists, 

and, most importantly, the public. I don’t see 
that happening as yet – the Robert Reichs, 
Jaron Laniers, and this writer are like the 
proverbial “voices crying in the desert.” The 
bioevolution seems to have generally been a 
success; it’s up to us to make the technoevolu-
tion be one too.

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 

changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, and BlogTalkRadio broadcasts 
at www.johnmac13.comhttp://www.
johnmac13.com/. Your comments are welcome. 
Direct them to: johnmac13@gmail.com
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TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Technoevolution

By SHERIF AWAD 
The Karlovy Vary 
International Film Festival 
(KVIFF) in the Czech 
Republic is an annual 
platform for not only 

showing films from Eastern Europe and 

Western Europe but also from all over the 
world. In the 49th edition that took place 
July 4-12, 2014, Memories of Stone, a new 
film coming from Iraqi Kurdistan, was 
screened in the Horizon Section that show-
cased recent productions from around the 
world, including award-winning films from 

major festivals. The film is also scheduled to 
be screened in the 36th Cairo International 
Film Festival taking place November 9-18, 
2014, where a special focus on Kurdish 
cinema will be projected. 

Written and directed by Shawkat Amin 
Korki, the story of Memories on Stone 
opens à la Cinema Paradiso on two Kurdish 
children who were allowed to enter an old 
Iraqi theater to watch a film. Flash-forward 

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Memories on Stone 

Continued on page 8
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years later, the two friends have grown up; 
Hussein has become a film director and 
Alan his apt assistant. They both decide to 
return from Europe where they grew up 
and studied cinema to current-day Iraqi 
Kurdistan in order to shoot a film called 
Anfal revolving around the Anfal Kurdish 
Genocide that took place from 1988-1999 
under Saddam Hussein’s orders. But making 
a film in post-war Kurdistan becomes a 
serious challenge for the two filmmakers. 
Not only is it difficult to shoot a film in a 
region suffering inconsistent and unstable 
electric power, but the filmmakers had to 
struggle against inherited social habits about 

cinema and acting. At the moment they 
believed they would not find an actress to 
play the lead role of Sinor, the actress who 
would play the lead role appeared. The role of 
Sinor is one of a beautiful teacher. Young and 
passionate about the film, the actress playing 
Sinor doesn’t reveal to the filmmakers that 
her father was one of the victims to the real 
genocide, and that the old prison where they 
will shoot the film was the place where he 
was detained and tortured until his demise. 
Once cast in the film, the character of Sinor 
is prevented from continuing her work by 
her cousin Hiwa, who wants to marry her, 
and his father Hamid who believes that 
the acting profession is the antithesis of his 
religious sensibilities. In a tragic twist, the 
director Hussein (actor Hussein Hassan) is 
shot during the filming of the climactic scene 
where he recreates the Anfal Genocide. He 
survives, but becomes a crippled man, with 
an obsession to continue the film whatever 
the price. 

 The writer-director of Memories on 
Stone is Shawkat Amin Korki who was 
born in 1973 in Zakho, Iraqi Kurdistan, 
but was forced to immigrate to Iran for 

political reasons, where he stayed until 1999. 
Korki worked in theater, television, and film, 
making a number of short and medium 
length movies like Balloons Fly (1997), Trap 
Door (1998), When It Rains (2000), Passage 
(2002), and Threat (2005). His feature debut 
came with the road movie Crossing the 
Dust (2006) that screened at the Rotterdam 
International Film Festival. In KVIFF 2013, 
his 2009 second feature film Kick Off (2009) 
was screened in a Focus on Kurdish Film. 
Both Crossing the Dust and Kick Off where 
screened at the Cairo International Film 
Festival. 

“I did not make a film about the Anfal 

Genocide in particular but on the difficul-
ties faced by any filmmaker trying to shoot 
a film in Iraqi Kurdistan where the situation 
is quite hard and complicated”, explained 
Korki. “However, the film within a film is 
about Anfal Genocide. The film also shows 
how in some Islamic countris, arts are con-
sidered as forbidden or Haram (against 
religion). In Iraqi Kurdistan, it is not like in 
Egypt where cinema is more than a hundred 
years-old. In other words, cinema is some-
thing new for our people who had suffered, 
and still suffer, from serious endeavors. There 
is one scene where the director is trying to 
hire extras for his film so he goes with his 
assistants to a camp of Syrian Kurds where 
hundreds are living in refugee tents. This 

is one of the scenes showing how daily life 
looks like in this region”.

Although Kurds coming from Iraq, 
Iran, Turkey and Syria speak the Kurdish 
language that has different dialects like 
Kurmanji, Zaza–Gorani, Hewrami and 
Sorani, they can understand and commu-
nicate with each other, intending to achieve 
statehood to gather them under one nation 
one day. “Because Kurds are yet to have one 
home, they don’t have conflicts similar to 
the happenings across the Arab and Islamic 
world between Suni and Shia”, says Korki. 
“Most of the Kurds in Kurdistan are Suni 
while Shia and Yazidi are minorities. In 

Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan where I live, there are 
no problems related to religion”. 

Shawkat Amin Korki faced similar 
challenges like those encountered by the 
director Hussein in his movie. “We shot in 
Dohuk, a city in Iraqi Kurdistan, close to the 
Turkish border and also at nearby villages 
and the surrounding mountainous landscape. 
The filming lasted for 72 days with a huge 
number of extras in some scenes”, revealed 
Korki. “The castle seen in the film played 
a role during the past thirty years because 
it started as a military base, then became a 
prison of Kurds during the Saddam Hussein 
regime. After Saddam’s downfall, the castle/ 
prison became somewhat of a shelter for the 
homeless. During the shooting, we also used 

the castle as our production office. 
Our main challenge was to raise the 

funds required to meet the budget for the 
film because it was relatively big but we 
were not fully funded. We sought additional 
funding from the Doha Film Institute, and 
Enjaaz Fund of Dubai Film International 
Festival, in addition to our main produc-
tion house MîtosFilm Germany, and the 
Cultural Ministry of Kurdistan Regional 
Government… Another challenge was to 
find the lead actress Shima Molaei, but it was 
not as complicated for her as the character 
Sinor she plays in Anfal, the film within the 
film. Shima had already done television and 

theater so she was not a complete amateur, 
saddled as she is in real life with a conser-
vative father-in-law, like the character she 
plays in Anfal… Most of the time, I like to 
cast either professional or semi-professional 
actors but, of course, we don’t have a wide 
range of options to choose from to find 
adequate actors. Also, like in Anfal, all of the 
returning sons of the lands don’t care about 
culture and come back to engage in business. 
This also includes the ministry of culture 
of the region that reluctantly supported the 
film… Other problems were technical, like 

the lack of electric power and our relying on 
three generators to complete the work”. 

Memories on Stone is also about the 
obsession of a filmmaker to complete his 
work no matter the consequences. “Let’s not 
forget that this movie was about filmmaking 
which is my profession”, says Korki. “I faced 
many obstacles shooting my previous films so 
I am sure other Kurdish directors have been 
through the same obstacles so what happens 
to the character of Hussein, the director, is 
not entirely a work of fiction... Because I had 
background in directing documentaries in 
Iran, I can say that even my narrative films 
are semi-documentaries where the actors are 

giving natural performances. Nevertheless, I 
helmed rehearsals for three weeks prior to 
the start of the principal photography”. 

To realize the aesthetic feeling of a film 
within a film, Korki shot in digital format 
then blew up the scenes of Anfal specifically 
on 35mm in Berlin to get the scratching 
effects of a working print. The final projec-
tion format of Memories on Stone is the 
current Digital Cinema Package (DCP). 

Near the end of Memories on Stone, 
there is a jump between the times when 
Hussein the director became a crippled 
trying to finish his film Anfal, with the help 
of his assistants, until the night when they 
screen the complete film to the people in 
Kurdistan. “In the first draft of the script, 
the end was rather ambiguous with Hussein 
somewhat lost while everything is falling 
apart around him”, said Korki. “Then, I 
decided with Producer Mehmet Aktas, who 
is also my co-scriptwriter, to create the final 
scene where the director and the cast of the 
film are attending the open-air screening. 
That was when then the generator went off 
and the film projector stops, leaving what’s 
left of the spectators in the rain. The final 
scene has much significance. It tells us that 
showing a film in that part of the world is 
as difficult as its shooting. Also, it indicates 
how the cinema in Iraq was destroyed, as 
an industry, and as an art form. Only two 
years ago, there were new constructions of 

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Memories on Stone 

The film’s poster featuring Shima Molaei as 
Sinor.

Director Shawkat Amin Korki.

The film within the film about Anfal Genocide.

Shima Molaei as Sinor while undergoing a camera test for Anfal.

Producer Mehmet Aktas, Director Shawkat Amin Korki, Producer Jana Raschke, and Actor 
Hussein Hassan presenting the film Memories of Stone in KVIFF 2014.

Continued from page 7

Continued on page 9
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

new malls with multiplexes. As for the new 
generations in Kurdistan, they prefer to go 
and buy pirated DVDs for $1. So they don’t 
know there is a big difference in watching 
the film on the big screen. Perhaps this will 

change in the future”. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine ( www.EgyptToday.
com ), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 

He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
( http://varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132 ) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com ).

Westchester Guardian
3.8875 x 3.15
7/31

AUCTIONS THUR, JULY 31 AT 1PM

800.982.0425 • williamsauction.com

real estate auction

NY DEAN C. WILLIAMS RE LIC 32WI0834875; WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS RE LIC 109911428

Building w/Com’l 
& Residential
Building includes two, 
vacant, street level 
commercial units along 
with partially occupied 
residential above. All 
selling as one. 

Nominal Opening Bid: $100,000

 213-215 W 3rd St, Mt Vernon

Fishing Daily out of Niantic, CT
Porgies, Seabass, Stripers and Blues

www.BlackHawkSportFishing.com 

Call
800.382.2824

 Holistic Health Services   •  240 North Ave. Suite  204 A, New Rochelle, NY 10801    •   914.630.1928

 Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you during challenging times such as 
grieving the loss of a loved one or recovering from a negative relationship.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism • Spiritual & Psychic Healing 
By Appointment, Only.   

Free consultation given on first visit.
914.630.1928

Memories on Stone 

HEALTH

Manic in Manhattan–Part III
By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
I want you to know what it’s 
like to be mentally ill. This is a 
personal story about frustra-
tion, aimlessness and shame 
that concludes with a life-

changing decision; it is at times embarrassing. 
But I did nothing wrong (almost) and don’t 
deserve the stigma (for the most part), and the 
only way I know to get counter the stigma is 
to show what it is like to be the target of it. 
The symptomatic are unable to tell their story, 
so I feel a responsibility to speak on behalf of 
them, to a degree.

My serious thoughts on drugs began in 
sixth grade. I heard an anti-drug lesson and 
swore an oath never to use them, and I took 
promises seriously. But mine was the old story 
of being ostracized: my best friend, Gary, 
dumped me to hang with another guy to get 
high together. Gary then disappeared from 
school (and years later, I figured his mother 
had discovered his drug use and had sent him 
to rehab.) I don’t drink and have never taken a 
puff of a cigarette; drug use really was incon-
sistent with my nature. 

In high school, my grades did not reflect 
my intelligence, so I was sent to a prep school 

which immediately made me repeat the tenth 
grade. I was furious, upset and powerless. 
At the end of the school year, I rebelled and 
demanded to go back to my public school, 
thinking I’d be back with my former peers 
in twelfth grade. I got half of what I wanted: 
I was returned to my old school, but with 
eleventh graders, who I did not know, so in a 
way, I attended three high schools. This killed 
me, so I resentfully “amended” my anti-drug 
oath: I wouldn’t use drugs for four years of 
high school; when I hit my fifth year, I got 
stoned. 

Pot took me to another world, and when 
I was by myself and lonely, it was a friend. I 
didn’t smoke pot like others, just taking a hit 
or two; I got absolutely zonked. I felt my brain 
float away and lie warmly on an angel’s tit. I 
sold most of my CD’s to buy more doobitch. 
I had no idea I was to develop a mental illness 
and that marijuana would exacerbate it.

There were hints. I couldn’t sleep because 
my brain was always humming. I had trouble 
socializing. My perception of the world spun 
from sad to exciting. I would want to be invis-
ible at school, and sometimes wore shabby 
clothes to help me not stand out. I once was 
so confused, I refused to retrieve a quarter off 
the floor because I thought it was a trap set by 

a woman devil. One time, I heard my dad and 
step-mother having a fight in her house, but 
when my dad emerged, it was clear from his 
body language that he was in good spirits: I’d 
had an auditory hallucination. Another time, 
I was working as a landscaper and I heard a 
couple having sex from within a house that 
was supposed to be deserted. I was baffled 
as to why my coworkers didn’t react to the 
sounds. I peeked in a window and saw that 
the chairs were on the kitchen table: the house 
was empty. These sensory problems were so 
frightening, I kept them secret even from 
myself.

To underlie the irony that it was my 
mind that became ill, I am offered an 
opportunity to brag: my IQ was 135, in the 
ninety-eighth percentile, and I did well on 
the SAT’s scoring in the ninety-third percen-
tile on the verbal section and scoring in the 
ninety-eighth percentile on the math section. 
But I had trouble planning and making deci-
sions: I chose a college that was completely 
inappropriate. I was put on academic pro-
bation the first semester, then suspension 
the second. Half the problem was my lack 
of discipline, the other my budding illness. 
I returned home and attended Westchester 
Community College, humiliated.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to ChrisRosty@
gmail.com 
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By BOB PUTIGNANO
This is my sixth consecutive Festival 
International Du Blues De Tremblant 
Festival. For twenty-one years the Festival 
International Du Blues De Tremblant 
has been assembling Blues festivals that 
are one of the best Blues Fests in world. 
This year’s most known event headliners 
featured: Shemekia Copeland, JJ Grey & 
Mofro, Tommy Castro, Smokin’ Joe Kubek 
with Bnois King, Victor Wainwright, The 
Mannish Boys, Doyle Bramhall II and tons 
more. Needless to say it’s a deep lineup and 
there’s no charge for any of the outdoor 
shows.

Tucked away in the Laurentian 
Mountains approximately ninety minutes 
northwest of Montreal is this gorgeous 
chalet town of Mont-Tremblant which 
looks somewhat like Quebec City with 
cobblestone streets, old world architecture, 
with gondola rides for all! Yet for almost 
two intense weeks, the Blues rule in the cool 
and fresh mountain air. The Canadians are 
quite rabid about Blues music. Not only 
were they enthusiastically involved with the 
performances, they proved to also be quite 
knowledgeable. Plus, I also heard a lot of 
great Blues music spewing from cars that 
drove by as I wandered the 
grounds.

I attended the 
first three days from 
Friday, July 4th 
through Sunday, 
July 6th. The 
initial perfor-
mance of the 
’14 fest showed 
how inter-
national this 
festival is as 
Finland’s 
E r j a 

Lyytinen’s band dazzled the crowd with her 
masterful slide guitar playing. Erja is just 
thirty-eight years old and her future looks 
bright, and her performance at Tremblant 
will only add to her 
already well-
k n o w n 

European popularity. For further evidence 
you can find out more details at: www.
ErjaLyytinen.com

Eric Sardinas & Big Motor closed out 
the first night, and immediately had me and 
many others running from the stage. Not for 
his performance, but from the ridiculously 

piercing volume that emanated from the 
stage. Over the years I’ve seen my share 
of loud concerts, but this has to rank 
as my most recent and perhaps the 
loudest show I can ever recall. About 
a month prior I had been to the 
docs for an ear checkup, and I think 
I am now due for a quick follow-
up visit as my ears are still ringing! 
Sardinas’ bio states that his band 
will leave a lasting impression 
on those that see him perform; 
it certainly did for me, but not for 
musical reasons. Turn it down man! 
More (calming) details can be found 
at: www.EricSardinas.co.uk

On the second night of the 
festival I witnessed what seemed 
to be the largest crowd I ever saw 

assembled at either of the two 
large stages at the Place 

Saint-Bernard 
S c e n e 

MUSIC-SOUNDS OF BLUE

2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: Steve Strongman.

2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: Eric Sardinas.

2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: Arthur Neilson - Shemekia Copeland.

2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: J.J. Grey.

First Class Blues! July 4th – July 6th

http://www.erjalyytinen.com/
http://www.erjalyytinen.com/
http://www.ericsardinas.co.uk/
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Casino Stage. Shemekia Copeland had the 
crowd eating out of her hands as she pranced 
and danced through a superb set of music 
that traversed her ever-expanding career. 
The daughter of the great Texas Bluesman 
Johnny Copeland has fully blossomed into 
her own, as evidenced by her latest album “33 
1/3” that was Grammy nominated. I had not 
seen Shemekia in some years and the most 
notable band lineup change is that there’s no 
longer a keyboard player. Now there are two 
guitarists giving the band and Copeland a 
much harder edge that seemingly works well 
for her, the audience and for yours truly. For 
more information be sure to check into her 
site at: www.ShemekiaCopeland.com

Last day, my first highlight was lunch 
at La Diable Micro Brasserie Brew Pub & 
Restaurant where not only were the freshly 
made brews sophisticated, wildly complex 
and tasty, the food (especially the one and a 
half pounds of BBQ Baby back ribs) were 
some of the best and most tender ribs I’d ever 
eaten, and not what I expected to find in the 
wilds of Quebec. www.MicroLaDiable.com

With our stomachs bulging it was time 
to take in some music. Steve Strongman had 
a party going on with harpist Guy Belanger. 
Strongman is now a well-known commod-
ity for me and always delights. Strongman’s 
showcasing tunes from his latest “Let Me 
Prove It to you.” By the way Strongman is 
a four time Maple Blues Award winner, see 
more at: www.SteveStrongman.com Layla 
Zoe wowed us all with an authoritative and 

artful display by her band and her powerful 
vocals. Zoe is coming off as a semifinal-
ist at the prestigious 2013 International 
Songwriting Competition, and her latest 
album “The Lily,” for more go to: www.
Layla.ca

My final stop was superlative as JJ Grey 
& Mofro captured the hearts and soul of 
the audience with their soulful and jam like 
excursions throughout their captivating set. 

Grey is definitely made for the stage as his 
mannerisms and vocal styles are magnetic. 
I’ve seen these Mofro’s in the past, but never 
saw them put on a show as good a show 
as it went down here in Tremblant. Grey’s 
status continues to expand especially with 
their latest “The River.” Learn more at: www.
JJGrey.com

So there you have it, a fabulous three 
night musical fling in the country with 

abundant amounts of outstanding Blues 
music. Congratulations and thanks go to 
Program Director Guy Primeau, Talent 
Director Brian Slack who continues to 
impress me with his knack for attracting 
talent and his golden ears. Until next year, 
keep checking for 2015 updates at: http://
www.tremblantblues.com/home

Photography by and courtesy of Bob Putignano.

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been pivotal 
at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with his Sounds of 
Blue radio show: http://www.SoundsofBlue.
com ; Previously a senior contributing editor 
at Blues Revue, Blueswax, and Goldmine 
magazines, and Music Editor for the Yonkers 
Tribune, The Westchester Guardian, and 
Making A Scene. Putignano can be directly con-
tacted at: bob8003@yahoo.com

2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: Erja Lyytien.

2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: Layla Zoe. 2014 Tremblant Jazz Fest: Layla Zoe.

MUSIC-SOUNDS OF BLUE
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By JOHN SIMON
In early 1938, Lisa Jura, 
a young Jewish girl in 
Vienna, dreamed that one 
day she would become a 
concert pianist. In March, 

her dreams were shattered. German 
troops took over Austria, her homeland. 
She became a refugee, one of about 
10,000 children brought to England 
before World War II as part of the 
Kindertransport—a mission to rescue 
children threatened by the Nazis. Her 
daughter Mona Golabek and writer Lee 

Cohen tell her story in The Children of 
Willesden Lane.

I tend to look askance at one-man 
or one-woman shows, but here is one I 
can unconditionally recommend: “The 
Pianist of Willenden Lane” at 59E59 
Theaters.

It is the story of the pianist Lisa 
Jura, the mother of the pianist Mona 
Golabek, adapted by Hershey Felder 
from the book by Mona Golabek and 
Lee Cohen, “The Children of Willenden 
Lane.” Directed by Felder, Ms. Golabek 
plays—on stage and piano—her mother.

Lisa Jura was a girl of almost 15 in 

Vienna, whom her piano teacher sadly 
repudiated. She had come for her weekly 
lesson only to be informed that, by ordi-
nance of the new Nazi regime, Jewish 
children were no longer to be taught. 
Her mother, herself a pianist, took over 
her teaching, while her father, one of 
Vienna’s foremost tailors, was more and 
more absent, gambling till all hours,

Then the fatal day came. Lisa was 
one of three sisters, for one of whom 
her father had won a passage on the 
Kindertransport, the famed undertak-
ing by British Jews and Christians to 
import children from Germany and 

Austria out of harm’s way. That day her 
father had been beaten and humiliated, 
his clothing torn or stolen, but there was 
that one ticket he won. Yet for which of 
his three daughters? The difficult choice 
fell on Lisa.

The young girl’s trip to London was 
fraught and her father’s cousin who was 
to take care of her could not fit her into 
his new, much smaller and overcrowded 
apartment. So she was assigned to 
Brighton, the home of a retired officer. 
Here there was a piano, but no one was 
allowed to play it, to do the one thing 
Lisa’s piano-playing and loving mother 

had exhorted her to hang on to for dear 
life.

So Lisa eventually escaped: bought 
a ticket to London with the little money 
she had, and boldly barged in on Mr. 
Hardesty, the head of Kindertransport. 
This was no mean accomplishment for 
a 15-year-old in a foreign country. The 
shocked, but also impressed, Hardesty, 
took her to the other end of London, 
to the hostel of a Mrs, Cohen, who 
was already looking after, sternly but 
decently, a number of boys and girls.

There Lisa kept sneaking down to 
the basement to practice on a piano kept 
there.

She impressed all with her playing 
and became good friends with several 
of the other kids. But none of her 
letters to her family reached them, and 
none arrived for her. Pianism was not 
reckoned a skill, but sewing, which she 
had learned from her father, was. Since 
every kid had to have a job, she was 
farmed out for long work hours to a firm 
that made uniforms for the military.

The Blitz was on, and one night 
a bomb hit the hostel. Luckily no one 
was killed, but all the children were dis-
persed, Lisa ending up not far away with 
a kindly Quaker lady. Mrs, Cohen vowed 
to have the hostel rebuilt, at which she 
bit by bit miraculously succeeded. The 
high point of Lisa’s life was being taken, 
by one of her fellows now in the Royal 
Air Force, to one of those concerts the 
great pianist Myra Hess was giving 

all through the Blitz for brave souls in 
defiance of the bombardment.

One day a newspaper ad solic-
ited candidates for admission to the 
Royal Academy of Music. Rigorously, 
Lisa trained for the examination, of 
which we get a fascinating account. A 
long, anxious time passed until a letter 
came announcing that she was chosen, 
and finally assigned to a distinguished 
teacher such as her mother had hoped 
for her. Absent her parents, Mrs. Cohen 
and her wards paid for Lisa’s lessons. 
What came thereafter, you must find out 
for yourself.

In the course of the perfor-
mance, Mona as Lisa plays works by 
Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, Debussy, 
Rachmaninoff and Scriabin, as well as 
requests by fellow youngsters for “Strike 
Up the Band” and “These Foolish 
Things.” She plays them all beautifully, 
but what is truly impressive is her ability 
to narrate simultaneously with her 
playing. That is not easy. Moreover, Ms. 
Golabek acts out scenes with various 
others, and proves herself equally adept 
as pianist, narrator and actress.

There is a simple set by Felder and 
Trevor Hay, which includes a Steinway 
grand and hanging above four gilded 
picture frames into which will be pro-
jected family portraits as well as filmed 
images of terrifying historic events 
making powerful contributions. One 
piece of music in consecutive excerpts 
runs through the entire show. It is the 

Grieg Piano Concerto, with which Lisa 
dreamed of making her professional 
debut, and finally, if not in Vienna’s 
fabled Musikverein, did. Too bad that 
the orchestra recording that backs her 
up is not of as high a quality as every-
thing else.

But what you will come away with 
is both a gripping piece of drama and 
a recital by a piano virtuoso of the first 
rank. It makes, seamlessly blended, for 
a twofold delight that will live on undi-
minished in your memory.

Venue for The Pianist of Willesden 
Lane: 59E59 Theater A, 59 East 59th 
Street, between Park and Madison 
Avenues, New York, NY 10022. 
Performances from July 11- August 
24, 2014. Ticket Central at 212-279-
4200, from 12 Noon to 8 pm. E-mail: 
tickets@59E59.org Online ticket pur-
chases: http://www.59e59.org/boxoffice.
php#TicketInfo

A lesser but still pleasant evening was to 
be had with the rewritten and expanded 
version of “The Gig.” This was a movie 
by the estimable Frank D. Gilroy, 
adapted into a stage musical with book, 
music and lyrics by Douglas J. Cohen. 
The show had mountings in various 
venues, but this was its first full New 
York exposure, albeit in a very short run 
as is the rule at the New York Musical 
Theatre Festival. It is, however, worthy of 
being picked up for an open run.

It tells of six, mostly middle-aged 

Musicians Everywhere

Kevin Pariseau, Bruce Sabath, Nick Gaswirth, Michael Minarik, Larry Cahn, and Steve Routman in “The Gig”. Photo by and courtesy of Russ 
Rowland.

Lisa Jura

 EYE ON  THEATRE
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By TAREK FATAH
Whichever side of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict one 
stands on, you cannot 
deny the courage and per-

severance of the Palestinian people.
For generations, they have lived as 

stateless citizens, on one hand standing 
up to Israel, which controls their day-
to-day lives, and on the other enduring 
their own leadership, which has betrayed 
them at every opportunity.

It is sad to see their century-long 
quest for statehood crippled by the evil 
of Hamas, which has turned the legiti-
mate Palestinian national struggle into 
an Islamic Jihad against Jews.

Gaza could have become a showcase 
of Arab enlightenment and enterprise 
after Israel withdrew from the territory 
in 2005. It could have become a tourism 
haven and a crucible for learning and 
arts, science and technology.

Instead, Gaza has become a one-
party Islamic dictatorship under Hamas, 
dedicated to the destruction of the 
Jewish state of Israel.

Thousands of precious lives have 
been lost in this macabre display of 
hatred disguised as piety.

Its not just Israeli Jews that have 
been targeted for death. Palestinians 
opposed to Hamas have been massacred 

men from diverse professions, who 
meet on Wednesdays to play jazz for 
their own satisfaction. Then one of them 
responds to an ad for a six-piece band to 
play for a couple of summer weeks in a 
Jewish hotel in the Catskills.

Five of them more or less grudg-
ingly decide to make it; one, because 
of impending surgery, cannot. He is 
the bassist and is replaced by a black 
musician with impressive experience 
with leading orchestras. When they 
get to the hotel with a paradisiac name 
but, for them, miserly accommodations 
under a tightwad hotelier, who fancies 
himself ludicrously a standup comic. 
There is also an elderly audience that 
disappointingly seems to prefer sweet 
swing to cool jazz.

Adventures and misadventures 
ensue. There are involvements with two 
young waitresses and with a female 
vocalist of some standing but now in 
decline, and her gangsterish manager 
and presumed lover. There are inter-
necine frictions as well as camaraderie 
among the musicians, mostly comic, but 
also with an admixture of seriousness.

The music is performed onstage by 
actors miming playing their instruments 
while vocalizing their music, abetted also 
by a genuine four-piece offstage band. 

That in itself is good comedic spectacle. 
But the evolving story and Cohen’s good 
songs, along with catchy dialogue inher-
ited from the movie, all combine into 
steady fun.

The eleven actors, with one of 
them doubling, fill their roles admira-
bly. Their names would mean little to 
you, but, rest assured, they handle their 
fictional instruments as well as their 
salty dialogue under Igor Goldin’s savvy 
direction. There is even some compel-
ling romance with the two very different 
waitresses.

What would have helped, though, 
is if this bare-bones production had 
had some modest scenery instead of 
ignoring or faking it like those invisible 
instruments.

It would be nice, I repeat, if some 
enterprising producer transferred the 
show to another Off Broadway stage, 
and supplied a bit of Catskill scenery for 
atmosphere.

Although perhaps not nine, these 
Catskills might prove to have at the very 
least a couple of lives.

Venue for “The Gig” at PTC 
Performance Space, 555 West 42nd 
Street, New York, NY 10036. Tickets 
and performance schedule: www.nymf.
org

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 

Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. He reviews books for the New York 
Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR  PARTIES • 2  ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

FR
EE

CAT
ALO

G

5690 Brooklake Rd NE  • Salem, Oregon 97305
503-393-6185 • www.peonyparadise.com

Deer Resistant
Winter Hardy

Peonies

Deer Resistant
Winter Hardy

Peonies
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MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Stop the Jew-Hatred and 
Build Palestine

Continued on page 14

80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT
(203) 438-5795

ridgefieldplayhouse.org

The FIXX 
Fri, August 8 @ 8pm
with hits “ one Thing leads
to Another”, “Saved By
Zero”, ”Are we ourselves?”,
“red Skies”, & “Secret 
Separation”.

The Wallflowers
With Special Guest Ragged Glory
Wed, August  27 @ 8pm
Known for their “6th Avenue
heartache,” “one headlight,”
The Difference” and “Three
Marlenas.”

ROCK SERIES

Comedian
Nick DiPaolo
With Special Guest Meghan Hanley

Sat, Aug. 2 @ 8PM
A regular on the Comedy 

Central roasts, howard Stern
and the hit TV show “louie!”

Doyle Coffin ArChiTeCTure Singer SongwriTer SerieS

ART, WINE & JAZZ SERIES
Wine & cheese tastings and reception with local artist 

in the lobby @ 7pm

MOFFLY MEDIA ENTERTAINING CONVERSATIONS SERIES

An Evening with
Sig Hansen & Friends 
of The Northwestern from
Deadliest Catch
Sat, Sept. 13 @ 7:30PM
Sig and friends share stories
and answer questions about
what it takes to survive one of
the world’s most dangerous jobs!

Donavon
Frankenreiter
With Special Guest Tom Curren
Wed, August 6 @ 8PM
The world-class surfer
turned singer songwriter is
back for a great night of
music!  The Jack Johnson
collaborator brings a great
night of folk-infused rock!

Howie Day
With Special Guest Eliza Paltauf
Thurs, August 14 @ 8PM
A great night with this 
platinum selling artist with
hits Collide, She Say, Be
There and more!

Natalie Cole
Thurs, August 21 @ 8PM
An end of summer soirée!
Best known for hits This Will
Be, Pink Cadillac, Unforget-
table and more!

RP westchester guardian july 24.qxp_Layout         
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to consolidate its power.
On Nov. 12, 2007 Hamas gunmen 

fired on a rally organized by Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah 
party inside a Gaza stadium, at an 
event held to commemorate the late 

Yasser Arafat. Many were killed. 
To the horror of the world, Hamas 
gunmen butchered Fatah fighters, 
throwing wounded men from the roof 
of a 15-storey building to their deaths.

In the current clash between Israel 
and Hamas, another ceasefire will 
soon come into effect. The Americans 

and the United Nations will 
pour in millions of dollars 
to re-build bombed out 
infrastructure.

But who will tell the 
Palestinians to get off the 
path of self-destruction? 
Who will convince the 
Palestinian Islamists to 
stop dreaming of destroying 
Israel and start building the 
future of their own people?

Let me give it a try.
Palestinians must reflect 

on why, after struggling for 
100 years, their dream of 
statehood remains unful-
filled? They need to ask 
themselves why tiny coun-
tries under occupation by 
larger foes have become 
independent nations, while 
Palestinian statehood 
remains out of reach.

Let us look at four examples.
East Timor: For 400 years it 

was colonized by Portugal and in 
1975 occupied by Indonesia. The one 
million, mostly Catholic, Timorese 
fought a long, bitter guerrilla war 
under Fretilin (Revolutionary Front 
of Independent East Timor) for 
freedom from the huge country of 
Islamic Indonesia, with a 300 million 
population. In 2002, East Timor won 
independence as the last Indonesian 
soldier left.

Eritrea: Located in the Horn 
of Africa, Eritrea was annexed by 
its southern and larger neighbour, 
Ethiopia, in 1962. This triggered a 
30-year guerrilla war that involved 
hijackings and assassinations, scarring 
an entire generation. However, in 1991 
after a UN-supervised referendum, 
Eritrea gained its independence.

Then there were the independence 
struggles of two Islamic countries that 
fought for and found statehood—
Bangladesh in 1971 and Kosovo in 
2008.

In all four cases, these national 
liberation movements wanted their 
own freedom, not the destruction of 

the countries that occupied their land.
East Timor didn’t want to destroy 

Indonesia. Kosovo had no interest in 
wiping Serbia off the map.

When Palestinians stop chanting 
for the death of Jews and Israel, and 
start working to secure their own state, 
they will achieve it.

Palestinians have demonstrated 
courage and perseverance. What they 
need now, is wisdom.

First published by  The Toronto 
Sun  on July 22, 2014. http://www.
meforum.org/4758/stop-the-jew-
hatred-and-build-palestine

Tarek S. Fatah is a founder of the Muslim 
Canadian Congress, a columnist at 
Toronto Sun, host of a Sunday afternoon 
talk show on Toronto’s NewsTalk1010 
AM Radio, and a fellow at the Middle 
East Forum. He is the author of two 
award-winning books: Chasing a 
Mirage: The Tragic Illusion of an Islamic 
State and The Jew is Not My Enemy: 
Unveiling the Myths that Fuel Muslim 
Anti-Semitism.

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Stop the Jew-Hatred and Build Palestine
Continued from page 13

http://www.torontosun.com/2014/07/22/stop-the-jew-hatred-and-build-palestine
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/07/22/stop-the-jew-hatred-and-build-palestine
http://www.meforum.org/4758/stop-the-jew-hatred-and-build-palestine
http://www.meforum.org/4758/stop-the-jew-hatred-and-build-palestine
http://www.meforum.org/4758/stop-the-jew-hatred-and-build-palestine
http://muslimcanadiancongress.info/
http://muslimcanadiancongress.info/
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FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment $1700/month     
Beautiful, Newly Renovated Studio $1150/month                                                  

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops • Laundry On-Site
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

914.632.1230

-

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

MAKE IT FUN AND IT WILL GET DONE!

Camp Grandma
By PAM YOUNG
When my grandchildren 
were younger, I turned 
my home into a summer 
camp for them. Now 
most are grown and too 

busy with their own, big kid activities. 
It’s kind of sad, but it’s all part of life. 
It just happens, but I’ve got photos to 
remind me of the fun we had.

One year, my son’s two children 
came down from Seattle. Brooklyn was 
eleven and Jackie was eight. When they 
arrived, Brooklyn was especially clingy. 
She wanted to be hugged a lot and often 
a hug would last a minute or two. I knew 
the reason; she’d been away at a soccer 

camp the week before and her mom was 
with her just one night and then they 
came here for the week. Jack didn’t go to 
camp, so he had been with his mom and 
dad and wasn’t in the least clingy. 

It was interesting for me to work 
with Brooklyn’s “neediness.” I found 
that if I dropped everything when a hug 
was needed and I let her break the hug 
when she was ready, the hugs got shorter 
and shorter as time went on. I felt like 
a gas station and she was my constant 
customer, needing another fill up. 

What was fascinating to me was 
that when Brooklyn got my full atten-
tion on her time terms, she was then 
happy to go do all the things an eleven 
year old loves to do. It made me wonder 
how children who don’t get a lot of one-
on-one time with their parents deal with 
that lack of attention.

I admit we grandmas have the 
luxury of dropping everything and just 
being with our grandchildren and of 
course we have the privilege of SOG 
(Spoiling Our Grandchildren). The list 
of activities at Camp Grandma would 
make the social director on a cruise ship 
green with envy. We hiked, picnicked, 
swam in the river, caught crawdads and 
let them go, picked wild blackberries and 

made a pie, had fresh Chinook salmon 
at our neighbor’s home, rode bikes, read 
for quiet time and watched zero televi-
sion (a real change for these two). 

Two milestones: Brooklyn learned 
to sew (she made a pillowcase thanks 
to Gail Stone who sent me this won-
derful link to a tutorial. Brooklyn had 
a friend over and we went to a fabric 
store and they picked out fabric and 

made a pillowcase to take home as a 
Camp Grandma souvenir. Here’s the 
link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MrYWCma9wgM 

The other milestone, Jack learned to 
ride a bike.

Do you feel like a gas station?
So, Miss Gas Station, make sure 

your tank is filled up so your children 

Continued on page 16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrYWCma9wgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrYWCma9wgM


Page 16 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, JULy 31, 2014

HOUSING

New Rochelle Group Homes: Fairness in Placement? 
By PEGGY GODFREY
A new group home for 
autistic adult men is being 
proposed for 75 Belmont 
Avenue in New Rochelle. 
The process being 

followed includes notification of inter-
ested parties. Reported on July 21, 2014, 
the original notice of the required hearing 
for the home in New Rochelle was sent 
to Mayor Noam Bramson instead of City 

Manager Chuck Strome. The applicable 
Padavan Law gives the community 40 
days to appeal to the state. However, 
by the time Strome and, subsequently, 
New Rochelle Councilmembers were 
informed, time was running out on the 
40-day deadline. 

When Councilman Al Tarantino, 
who represents the district where this 
home is located, also has an autistic 
relative, asked for a meeting with the 

neighborhood. Bramson showed up, 
apparently to encourage the people not 
to object to this proposed group home or 
to engage in protest at the New Rochelle 
City Council’s Citizens to be Heard 
forum. However, a few of the people in 
the neighborhood did go to Citizens to 
be Heard to speak out against the home. 
Subsequently, a hearing with the state 
was granted.

The process suggested by Bramson 

stands in sharp contrast to previous city 
council conduct for proposed group 
homes. It was the Willowbrook scandal 
that forced the state to relocate intellec-
tually disabled (ID) people from state 
institutions to less restrictive residences. 
Thus group homes in municipalities were 
a proposed solution and New Rochelle 
complied by creating a site selection 
committee. At that time, the criteria used 
were that homes selected should have six 

bedrooms or four bedrooms with enough 
extra space for two more bedrooms.

In New Rochelle, in past years, 
sites were suggested, rejected, and 
revised because of resident opposition 
as expressed before New Rochelle City 
Council meetings. Finally, 34 Beechmont 
Drive was chosen for the first group 
home in New Rochelle for a popula-
tion of the intellectually disabled (ID). 
And afterwards, this site selection com-
mittee continued to find more sites for 
additional homes. A former Democratic 

can get filled up when they need to. I 
discovered through years of meditation 
and prayer that whenever I get needy and 
think I need something outside of myself, 
if I take a minute or two and spend some 

time re-filling from my own, God-given 
reservoir of love, I cease to look for that 
love outside of myself. Someone said, the 
only reason we want anything is that we 
think it’ll make us feel better. We can feel 
better by just basking in our own ability 
to nurture ourselves. One of the greatest 
lessons I’ve learned is that we can tap into 
an inner source of love that is eternal. 

Here’s a prayer I wrote that has always 
helped me to refill my tank.

I am in a peaceful loving place. All the 
love I can experience is mine right now. All 
I have to do is be open and alert to accept 
this love that is mine. I let go of worry and 
fuss. I’m steadfast in refusing to listen to 
negative thoughts, especially from myself 
and from others who sabotage this promise 

of love God has made to me. I declare that 
peace and love grace this house with its 
soothing presence. In this moment, love 
rushes to me, enough to share with my 
family, my community, and my world. I’m 
not alone. My Creator is always mighty in 
the midst of me. I love who I am, and I 
accept Divine love which always has and 
always will meet my every need. My love 

can never be denied me because my source 
of love comes from God, the indwelling 
essence of my life.

All is well. Take care and thank you 
for reading my article today. 

To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, 
check out www.cluborganized.com. Want to 
get organized? Join the club! 

GovernmentSection
By RICH MONETTI
On Wednesday July 15th, 
the Bedford Town Board 
met for its second meeting 
of the month and post-
poned – hopefully for the 

last time – the signing of a contract with 
Local 456, Blue Collar Unit.

Operating without a contract since 
2009, the town and the union of Highway, 
Water and Recreation workers reached an 
agreement last Thursday, but the board 
stopped short of voting on it to give the 
community a chance to digest the under-
standing. “From town feedback, I’m 
getting a sense that the community feels 
there hasn’t been enough time to review 
and discuss the details,” said Supervisor 
Chris Burdick.

Nonetheless, the agreement stipulates 
that all employees will be contributing 
toward healthcare costs. “Contributions 
will begin at .75% of salary in 2014, rise to 
1.5% in 2015 and finish at 2% in 2016 and 
2017,” said Burdick, while new employees 
earning under $60,000 will pay 10% of the 

premium rate and those over $60,000 will 
pay 15%, he added.

Employees will receive the Empire 
Plan, which 1.2 million state employees 
receive through NYSHIP. “It’s a good 
plan but does not fall in line with so called 
Cadillac Plans,” said Director of Personnel 
Joan Gallagher.

A similar approach is also being 
taken in terms of retirement. “We’re now 
on a path where everyone will be paying 
a percentage toward retirement,” said 
Gallagher.

As for salary, there will be an average 
increase of 1.26%, and new employees 
will receive a $1,200 signing bonus. All 
told, the cost to taxpayers will amount to 
a $5.67 increase per household in 2015, 
then drop to 89 cents and 91 cents in 2016 
and 2017.

With that, Supervisor Burdick 
opened the meeting to public comment. 
Thus, Harold Robinson of Bedford Hills 
took the podium – concerned with seniors 
on fixed incomes. “The contract seems to 
shield employees from the potential cost 

increases of Obamacare so I think the con-
tribution is too low,” said Robinson.

Richard Snyder, another senior from 
Bedford, also expressed doubts in the 
same area. “I have concerns about the fixed 
nature of contributions in the face of ever 
increasing healthcare premiums. So if the 
economy turns out to be less than favor-
able, hopefully this can be discussed again,” 
posed Snyder.

The union then got a chance to lament 
yet another delay. “I’m extremely disap-
pointed that there will be no vote tonight,” 
said Local 456 Union Representative, 
Michael Rosafort.

As much as the Rosafort wanted to 
acknowledge the common sense of giving 
the community time, he couldn’t help 
but offset it in the miniscule amount in 
question. “Our 1.26% pay increase really 
is .38% after the healthcare contributions,” 
said Rosafort.

Rosafort also wanted to dispel the 
idea that the union is hardheaded and 
doesn’t understand what others have gone 
through in these difficult times. “We’ve 

had members of the bargaining commit-
tee lose their homes and two have lost 
their jobs, while we recently opted for 
a $200,000 give back to save jobs and 
taxpayer expense,” said Rosafort.

At the same time, Rosafort wanted 
to hone the community on how highway 
workers can be seen as an afterthought 
– until they’re not. Describing the recent 
windstorm which had the town calling 
all workers off the road for the first time 
in his 30 years, Rosafort singled out four 
who chose insubordination placing one of 
Bedford’s in peril.

“They elected not to come back in,” 
said Rosafort, and with trees and wires 
falling down around them on Guard Hill 
Road, they cleared the road so the car 
could escape to safety.

Taking that in, Elizabeth Plumpkin 
couldn’t dismiss the net worth of the 
workers as she took the podium. “I 
understand as a teacher the difficul-
ties of negotiations and the need to keep 
taxes down, but we’re talking $5.68 a year 
and pennies after that,” said the Bedford 

resident. “I think we’re making a mistake 
by waiting.”

Maybe with her mind made up 
coming in, the recanting of the drama on 
Guard Hill did sway one opinion. “Part of 
all this is learning new facts and now this 
hearing about the highway departments’ 
heroics, it tells me all I need to know,” said 
Richard Snyder. “We don’t need to wait.”

Even so, new resident Kaitlin Vogue 
opted for patience. “As someone who likes 
to think things through, I think everyone 
needs to look over this before there’s a 
vote,” said Vogue.

The type of dissent Supervisor 
Burdick could live with in wake of some of 
the comments he’s received. “Accusations 
that we are trying to pull a fast one or are 
even acting illegally are extremely disap-
pointing,” he lectured.

As such, Burdick couldn’t help but 
officially halt the momentum that was 
building toward a vote. “I hope everyone 
can appreciate why we are tabling the vote 
until September 2nd, and unless something 
radical comes up, I foresee a positive vote,” 
he concluded.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

Bedford Town Board Delays Vote Over Local 456 Contract
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Mayor, Vincent Rippa, had stated that 
New Rochelle was getting more than its 
fair share of group homes. But there is 
evidence that the quest for group homes 
continued and public reaction was occur-
ring. At a meeting in June 1980, about 
200 people attended the council meeting 
to protest the placing of group homes in 
their neighborhood. Wykagyl Crosswalks 
Association even filed a lawsuit in l981 

against two locations. However, one of 
them, 141 Bon Air Avenue, was later 
approved.

It is interesting to note that in l981 
the site selection committee proposed 
eight houses north of Eastchester Road, 
but the city council was reluctant to con-
centrate them in one section of the city. 
Other types of group homes in the years 
following had been proposed and opened. 
New Rochelle had 11 group homes by 

1981, four of which were 
for intellectually disabled 
(ID) adults. A list pub-

lished in a local newspaper showed 
intellectually and emotionally disabled 
(ID) children and adults, recovering 
substance abuse adults, and mentally ill 
men who were in group homes in the 
city. More recently, a group home on 45 
Spencer Drive for people with disabili-
ties was approved with minimum public 
involvement.

In fairness to the residents, the elected 

officials in New Rochelle must request 
a review of the total number of group 
homes in the city and how the number 
of homes in each category compares to 
nearby communities, Westchester, and 
the whole state of New York. This would 
be a starting point which would allow 
residents to know how the applicable 
state agencies are placing group homes 
throughout the state and especially In the 
City of New Rochelle fairly.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.
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By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
On June 24, we had a very 
productive meeting with 
residents impacted by the 
Kensington Road develop-

ment project. We listened to the concerns 
of those who are the boots on the ground 
and made changes to our parking/con-
struction roll out plans. Meetings of this 
sort demonstrate our community at its 
best, providing a cordial free flow of infor-
mation and conversation that results in a 
better outcome.

Chief among the residents’ concern 
was not changing or impacting the 
current parking on Sagamore Road from 
Kensingtion Road to the play park. As a 
result, we found enough spaces for lower 
Kensington Road parkers in areas out of 
this already congested zone.

Our displaced parkers will now have 
the opportunity to park on Sagamore 
Road north of the play park to the 
Tuckahoe Village line, on Valley Road, 
in some spaces on Prescott Avenue and 
Kensington Road and if willing to walk 
a little, they may park entirely free on 
Paxton Avenue.

It is important to note that our 

permission for this overnight parking 
for a discreet group of displaced parkers 
required the passage of a state legislative 
act. Once passed, the act had to be signed 
by the Governor. The Village purposely 
placed a sunset date on this parking so 
no Villager would be concerned that 
these spaces would morph into perma-
nent parking. This street parking will be in 
effect only until the new parking structure 
is ready for occupancy.

At the completion of the project, all of 
the striping and signage will be removed in 
these designated areas.

Those commuters who used the 
Lower Kensington lot may park in the 
Kraft Avenue lot if they have a resident 
or prepaid commuter permit. Holders of 
a commuter permit may also park in the 
Avalon Lot. Merchants who normally 
park in the Lower Kensington lot may 
park in the Garden Avenue lot. In 
addition to the current merchant section, 
the second row of public parking will be 
available for merchants.

Our lower Kensington lot officially 
closed yesterday and construction fencing 
will be erected this week. The contractor 
has agreed to provide a covered walkway 
on Kensingtion Road for the duration of 
the project.

And again in response to area resi-
dents, Sagamore Road will not be used as 
a truck route for the project. We know our 
construction/relocation plan can always be 
perfected and we will continue to ask for 
resident input and adjust and modify as we 
go along.

As a corollary to the Kensington 
project, residents at the public meeting 
raised additional concerns regarding 
speeding and safety on Sagamore Road.

In response, our police department 
inventoried signage on the length of 
Sagamore Road and added two additional 
25 mph speed limit signs near the play 
park as well as a traffic calming pedestrian 
crosswalk sign in that crosswalk.

The fire zones on Kensington Road 
and Avon Road were also restriped and 
two traffic volume and speed surveys were 
conducted.

Our monitoring equipment was 
stationed near the play park and our 
Police Department recorded over 10,000 
readings during a full seven-day stretch.

The average speed was 23mph or 
2mph less than the posted 25. (Note: due 
to special legislation enacted many years 
ago, Sagamore Road was allowed to be 
reduced from the State’s 30mph minimum 
speed.) Those who were speeding averaged 
28mph, above the reduced speed zone but 
below the 30mph allowed throughout the 
rest of the Village.

On the downhill side of Sagamore 
Road, our equipment was set up near 
Latimer Lane and over 7,500 cars were 
monitored. The downhill results recorded 
an average speed of 26mph or 1mph above 
the posted limit.

It appears that because of the curves 
and narrow features of Sagamore Road, 
there is a widespread perception that 
vehicles speed up and down the road. 
However, our data did not support this.

Our monitoring equipment, which is 
an important new acquisition, can high-
light by the hour when speeding is most 
frequent and volume is at its highest. 
Armed with data, we can more effectively 
and economically target our enforcement 
efforts.

We will do this in the coming weeks 
on Sagamore Road. We recently just com-
pleted a similar monitoring/enforcement 
effort on Summit Avenue.

Village officials are available to speak 
at annual meetings of co-op boards as 
well as on an individual basis with any 
resident concerning the timetable/adjust-
ments required due to the upcoming 
construction.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a sug-
gestion or comment, direct your perspective by 
e-mail to: mayor@vobny.com .

A Better Outcome
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

By Prof. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
Those who oppose 
regulations of any type, 
including mandates 
to pay workers a 

specified minimum wage, often invoke 
the language of free markets. In a market 
economy, the argument goes, individuals 
should be free to enter into transactions, 
whether it be for the purchase of goods 
and services or labor services. Not only 

does interference in these transactions 
violate one’s liberty, but it undermines 
market efficiency because it may create 
obstacles to individuals making choices 
which could result in the full utiliza-
tion of resources. And yet, one wonders 
whether this isn’t really a skewed under-
standing of what markets are all about.

Those who invoke free markets also 

taut Adam Smith as the patron saint of 
free and unfettered markets. If they only 
read Smith, they would know all too well 
that markets are not about the unfet-
tered pursuit of self-interests or selfish 
interests even if that pursuit causes harm 
to others. And if they only read Smith, 
they would understand that Smith’s 
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CAMPAIGN TRAIL

By NANCY KING
Desperate times often 
call for strange, if not des-
perate actions. With the 
release of the latest public 

poll numbers earlier this week, Rob 
Astorino has indeed moved in this latest 
poll. As a matter of fact he lost a point, 
and with a 3-point margin of error on 
each side, the math indicates that 
Andrew Cuomo leads Rob Astorino 
60% to 23%. Ouch! Adding insult to 
injury, this public poll should have been 
more favorable to the Republican guber-
natorial hopeful since the polltakers 
were primarily upstate Republicans. The 
respondents polled didn’t know who Rob 
Astorino is, and they weren’t unhappy 
with Cuomo either. With bad news like 
that on a Monday morning, Astorino 
began striking back. And on top of that, 
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, 
made a statement that the Republican 
Governor’s Association (RGA) wouldn’t 

be supporting Astorino’s candidacy 
because they don’t back losers. Double 
ouch.

At first, Astorino appeared in a 
joint press conference with Cuomo’s 
Democratic challenger Zephyr 
Teachout. Standing in front of the 
Tweed Courthouse in lower Manhattan, 
both candidates were clear in their 
message; that the Cuomo administra-
tion was so corrupt, that US Attorney 
Preet Bharara office continues to inves-
tigate it even after Cuomo pulled the 
plug on the Moreland Commission, the 
very commission that Andrew Cuomo 
himself created to investigate corruption 
at the state level. The press conference 
itself looked like nothing more than 
two candidates with very poor numbers 
struggling to gain some name and 
face recognition. But on Wednesday, 
Christmas came early for the Astorino 
and Teachout campaigns.

The New York Times released a 

blistering story on Wednesday, July 23, 
2014, that chronicled the tumultuous 
short life of the Moreland Commission. 
The story indicated that not only was 
there constant in-fighting within the 
commission, but that there was also 
outside interference by Cuomo’s secre-
tary and White Plains resident Larry 
Schwartz. At the crux of the matter, as 
the commission prepared to issue sub-
poenas to Buying Time, a well known 
media firm, to ascertain whether there 
had been improper usage of campaign 
funds for television commercials, the 
commission received a letter from 
Schwartz with the directive to pull that 
subpoena back. Buying Time’s largest 
client was none other than Andrew 
Cuomo. With the threat of impropriety 
knocking at his boss’s door, Schwartz 
stepped out of the shadows and wrote at 
least two letters that pretty much told the 
Moreland Commission who and where 
their investigation could and could not 

go. Cuomo himself initially stated that 
he himself wouldn’t be immune from 
the investigation but with light being 
shone on the corruption in Albany illu-
minating his famed second story office, 
he abruptly shut down the Moreland 
Commission. Suspicious, unethical and 
questions of criminality have given the 
Astorino campaign the shot in the arm 
it sorely needed.

By the end of the week, Astorino 
and Teachout are keeping this story in 
the headlines. Both camps have com-
mented on the lack of response from the 
Governor’s office. But its summertime 
and you can be sure by the time election 
day rolls around, the voters will have 
all but forgotten this. Both Astorino 
and Teachout will continue to zig-zag 
around the state hoping to garner some 
cash and notoriety.

As the week finally drew to a close 
Astorino got his second Christmas 
wish granted. He was actually granted a 
meeting with Governor Chris Christie… 
in Aspen, Colorado. Initially unin-
vited, Astorino went to the Republican 

Governors Association Convention 
anyway, and had that conversation 
with Governor Christie. The Astorino 
campaign reported that the conversa-
tion between the two leaders ended with 
Christie standing firm in his decision 
not to campaign for Astorino. And for 
his part, Astorino will for the time being 
keep his feud with Christie alive in the 
media. Apparently it is going to give 
him some name and face recognition. 
Astorino did however get promises of 
help from four Republican Governors: 
Perry, Haley, Pence, and Jindal. The four 
are hoped to bring some more name 
recognition and some needed cash to 
Astorino’s floundering campaign.

The governor’s office has yet to 
make a statement about the New York 
Time’s piece and is presumably hoping 
that his challengers will tire of this story. 
No matter what, this could really be a 
game changer for sure in this bitter race. 
As for Preet Bharara, he’s not talking… 
yet.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing 
in Westchester County.

The Enemy of My Enemy Is My Friend

political economy was really about 
creating a just moral order. Yes, Smith 
assumes that government interference 
in the market could foul things up, but 
he was specifically responding to the 
heavy hand of mercantilism, especially 
with regards to England’s relationship 
to its colonies. But Smith also assumes 
that individual behavior unchecked will 
lead to the tyranny of irrational passion 
over reason.

The regulator, or course, would be 
the market place and its invisible hand. 
Through competition in the market-
place, individuals would pursue their 
self-interests based on their own rational 
decisions of how best to achieve a good 
life. With true competition, producers 
would not exploit consumers because 
the invisible hand would effectively 
punish those who tried. After all, we 
would simply buy from the competi-
tor. Smith even talks about the need 
for government to ensure competition 
by breaking up monopoly when neces-
sary. Why? Because monopolies distort 
markets by effectively taking advantage 

of and exploiting those with less power 
then them.

Big corporations that crowd out 
smaller mom and pop operations 
means that consumers over time will be 
restricted in their ability to make free 
choices. The absence of competition 
because of these types of monopolies 
mean that consumers don’t really have 
the freedom in markets that Smith 
wanted them to have. These same types 
of monopolies also mean that workers 
don’t have the ability to bargain over 
wage rates because there is no real com-
petition between employers to purchase 
workers’ labor services. In fact, large 
corporations like Walmart often use 
their market power — monopoly power 
— to dictate wage rates to their suppli-
ers. Remember because the small mom 
and pop shops have been driven out of 
business, big sellers who are often the 
primary sellers of goods are in a position 
to dictate terms to suppliers. Otherwise, 
their goods don’t get sold.

The problem, however, is that to talk 
about these monopolies and markets in 
the same breath is really a contradiction 

in terms. Letting corporations exploit 
consumers and workers is not about 
free markets, but markets out of control. 
Smith recognized that employers would 
collude with one another to drive down 
wage rates. In so doing, he was tacitly 
acknowledging that employers possessed 
superior market power to set wage rates 
and that workers, unless they possessed 
some unusual skills or talents, really did 
not have the ability to freely negoti-
ate their wages. He even states in The 
Wealth of Nations that it is reasonable 
to assume that workers will organize 
themselves into unions in order to attain 
a measure of monopoly power to coun-
teract the monopoly power of employers.

All of this, then, returns us to 
the meaning of markets. A market is 
nothing but an institutional setting in 
which individuals and/or groups can 
engage in transactions, i.e. purchase and 
sell goods and services. But it is also a 
legal framework where rules of fair play 
are established and enforced. In order to 
have a market, Smith understood that 
government would be needed to facili-
tate market operations. Government 
would be necessary to maintain an 
infrastructure — then roads, bridges 
and seaports and now roads, bridges, 
seaports, airports, train lines, and mass 

communication networks — that facili-
tate transactions.

Government would also be needed 
for the administration of justice. One 
cannot sell what one does not own. 
Therefore property rights have to be 
protected and contracts enforced, and 
this requires government to maintain 
courts. To this we would add the main-
tenance of an educational system so that 
individuals can be taught the neces-
sary skills to function effectively in the 
market place

So what, then, is the meaning of 
markets? Markets are about coopera-
tion. Through markets we work together 
to achieve socially optimal outcomes. 
For Smith, the invisible hand of com-
petition in the market place would lead 
to an opulent society in which all could 
prosper. But this meant that government 
would have to break up monopolies in 
order to prevent the type of exploita-
tion that comes with the absence of 
competition.

Therefore, it should follow that if 
markets are about cooperation then it is 
also necessary for government to enforce 
fair labor laws, including the mainte-
nance of a good minimum wage, in order 
to prevent the exploitation of workers. It 
doesn’t take rocket science to figure out 

that if workers aren’t paid liveable wages 
that enable them to purchase goods and 
services, then nobody really prospers 
because the economy will only contract. 
If a real market is about cooperation so 
that we can all work together to obtain 
socially optimal outcomes, then workers 
have to be part of that equation too. In 
other words, real markets are not only 
about producers and managers, they are 
about everybody. They need to be inclu-
sive and that requires maintaining labor 
market institutions.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 
policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author 
of several books on wage policy. They include 
the just published: Wage Policy, Income 
Distribution and Democratic Theory 
(http://www.routledge.com/books/details/
9780415779715/#reviews); The Political 
Economy of the Living Wage: A Study of 
Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and The 
Case of the Minimum Wage: Competing 
Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). 
He is a researcher for the Employment 
Policy Research Network (EPRN), and 
some of his work can be found at http://
www.employmentpolicy.org/people/
oren-levin-waldman.
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By LUKE HAMILTON
If this assessment was true in Gilbert Keith’s 
day, how much more so today? What we 
consider Christian virtues have been pulled 
apart to the point of complete isolation. These 
virtues are meant to be grouped together as 
different facets of a complete individual, 
but as the deconstruction of our culture has 
progressed, they have been amputated and 
mutated as Chesterton describes.

The book of Philippians compiles a 
number of these virtues in one sublime verse. 
The Apostle Paul, speaking to the church in 
Philippi, advised them “whatever things are 
true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things 
are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on 
these things” (Phil 4:8, NKJV). Philippians is 
considered one of the high points of Pauline 
scripture for its portrayal of the mind of 
Christ, yet this nearly rendered gibberish in 
a world which has dismissed the existence 
of Truth outside of a petri dish. A world in 
which Justice is interchangeable with social 
outrage.

Chesterton puts his finger on a deeper 
truth, however. Taken individually, these 
virtues lose their Virtue. Truth is divine…
when combined with Love, Justice, et al, but 
Truth alone is a cruel master. To take the 
example which Chesterton himself used, 
most scientists claim to hold Truth as their 
lodestar (and the honest ones actually do), 
but often they use that banner of Truth as a 
weapon to bludgeon and punish those who 
do not accept their hypotheses, utterly devoid 
of charity or tolerance. Justice is essential in 
any functional society, yet justice without 
truth or purity is tyrannical. Take the Reign 
of Terror during the French Revolution. 
Plenty of justice, but little of it rooted in 
truth or purity. Loveliness attracts the eye 
and inspires the artist, yet loveliness divorced 
from purity and respectability is tawdriness. 
This occurs regularly in the entertainment 

industry where some of the most beautiful 
young women our country has to offer are 
systematically debased in order to feed an 
audience, slavering for debauchery. How 
many young starlets are chewed up and 
spit out, mere gristle for an industry which 
idolizes loveliness sans purity?

How did this unified concept 
of Virtue become so fragmented? 
Postmodernists have been laboring for 
decades to dismantle the concept of 
Truth and as this cornerstone continues to 
crumble, the rest of the Christian virtues 
are becoming increasingly unmoored. 
For those unfamiliar, postmodernism is a 
movement which came into vogue during 
the end of the 20th century. Put simply, 
it questions everything. A postmod-
ern worldview is one which holds itself 
outside of any societal or logical structure. 
Postmodernists don’t need to stay within 
the bounds of truth and logic because they 
disavow both as social constructs. When 
there is no requirement to be truthful or 
logical, anything goes. Honestly, it has been 
a wicked-smart demolition of that unified 
concept of Virtue which spawned Western 
civilization. They chose just the right Jenga 
piece to pull which would lead to the demoli-
tion of our entire moral and logical structure.

The result is that we have social 
activists like Michael Moore who drape 
themselves in the trappings of Nobility and 

Compassion, yet are allergic to Truth and 
Justice. He sees no shame in being one of the 
rich people that he attacks in his movies. His 
tiny, overworked brain cannot identify the 
illogic required to make the following state-
ment, “Capitalism is an organized system to 
guarantee that greed becomes the primary 
force of our economic system and allows 
the few at the top to get very wealthy…” 
while sitting in one of his nine houses. Yes, 
nine houses. The result is that we have so-
called journalists on MSLSD who cannot 
distinguish between the evil, terrorist orga-
nization Hamas and the benevolent (yet 
fierce!) nation of Israel. One uses rockets to 
defend its people and one uses its people to 
defend themselves from rockets.

The scariest thought of all is that 
most of the men and women teaching 
our children have studied at the knee of 
Postmodernism while gaining their college 
degrees. Outside of Hillsdale and a few 
other schools, there might not be a college 
in America which has not embraced post-
modern/post-structuralist thought. The 

graduates of these schools are entering 
the workforce, some of them teaching our 
children and planting the seeds which rela-
tivist professors will be only too happy to 
water, years down the road. And as C.S. 
Lewis once quipped, “Education without 
values, as useful as it is, seems rather to 
make man a more clever devil.”

Luke Hamilton  is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to  be a liberty-loving, right-
wing, Christian constitutionalist. When not 
penning columns, Hamilton spends his time 
astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading 
bands  of liberty-starved citizens from the 
progressive gulags of Illinois to  [relative] 
freedom. Hamilton is the  creative mind/voice 
behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production  company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all  
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his  weakness.

 “The modern world is full of the old Christian 
virtues gone mad. The virtues have gone mad 
because they have been isolated from each other 
and are wandering alone. Thus some scientists 
care for truth; and their truth is pitiless. Thus 
some humanitarians only care for pity; and their 
pity (I am sorry to say) is often untruthful.”

    G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
Notice of Formation of The Beauty Parlor, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with NY Sec. of 
State on 1/14/14. Office located in Westches-
ter County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: the LLC, 100 Main 
St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

CASSIDY & SONS PROPERTIES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/16/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 771 Nepperhan 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

TARRYTOWN VIEW LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/20/13 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the NY State Sec-
retary of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: 
Westchester County. The secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  The secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any such process 
against the LLC to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST 
Rye, NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange 
ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT N. ROMANO PLLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/25/14 Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
PLLC 15 North Mill St Nyack, NY 10960 Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Notice is hereby given that an order entered by 
the Supreme Court, Westchester County, on the 
16th day of July, 2014, bearing Index No. 2290/14, 
a copy of which may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at 111 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, New York, grants 
me the right to assume the name ABDUL WA-
HID FAREED. My present address is: 11 Rider 
Avenue, 2nd Floor, Yonkers NY 10710. The date 
of my birth is December 24, 1968 and the place 
of my birth is Karachi, Pakistan.

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 

POLITICS

Virtue Gone Mad
Postmodernism’s Assault on Truth

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=44.0519444444,-123.086666667&spn=0.1,0.1&q=44.0519444444,-123.086666667%20(Eugene%2C%20Oregon)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.0,-89.0&spn=3.0,3.0&q=40.0,-89.0%20(Illinois)&t=h
http://www.pillarcloudproductions.com/
http://www.pillarcloudproductions.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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