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By BOB WEIR
When I see the videos 
and read about the death 
of Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri, it 
brings me back to my 20 

years as a cop in New York City. As a white 
cop, working in high-crime areas of the city 
that were predominantly black, I can relate to 
the situation in Ferguson. It happened to me 
a thousand times, except for the firing of my 
weapon; to which I say, ‘there, but for grace of 
God, go I.’ A typical scenario would be that I 
stopped someone on the street in connection 
with a police action. Let’s say I came across 
a guy from a wanted poster. After establish-
ing the correct identity I tell him he’s under 
arrest. That’s when the potential for serious 
injury or death occurs.

“You ain’t takin’ me nowhere, motherf…
.r!” he says. Okay, whatever happens from 
that moment on was brought about by the 
person resisting arrest. Keep in mind that 
the officer represents the law. He has per-
formed his sworn duty by stopping and 
identifying a person wanted for the commis-
sion of a crime. He has told the person that 
he’s under arrest. There’s simply no turning 
back! Hence, if the person refuses to submit; 
what would we expect the officer do; walk 
away? You think the streets are unsafe now? 
Imagine if cops were cowed by the bad guys 
into backing away from the lawful pursuit of 
justice? It’s bad enough that so much crime 
is not preventable, but, when a cop is facing it 
right in front of his eyes, he must take action.

In the Ferguson case it appears that 
Brown was stopped by the officer and a fight 
ensued. Reports are that Brown was strug-
gling to get the officer’s gun just before the 
shots rang out. If that’s true, it’s not hard to 

imagine the ultimate outcome. What would 
have happened if Brown had gained posses-
sion of the gun? Would the cop be dead? If 
he had been murdered by Brown, would the 
looting and rioting have occurred? Would 
the NAACP have held an emergency 
meeting? Would Al Sharpton have traveled 
to that little Missouri town to rile the resi-
dents? If you answered ‘no’ to those questions 
it’s because you, like most of us, have seen 
this circus act before.

After making hundreds of felony arrests 
during my police career I can tell you that 
no cop starts his tour of duty looking for an 
opportunity to shoot someone. Nevertheless, 
every time a cop wears that badge and gun 
he represents something larger than the 
individual. Without law and order we may 
as well arm ourselves and put bars on our 
windows, and even that is no guarantee of 
our safety. I’ve been involved in countless 
incidents in which the person being arrested 
became violent and had to be physically 
subdued. When that happens to a cop, the 
first thing he fears is that the assailant will 
take his gun and use it on him. Again, what 
happens after that should not be blamed on 
the cop. Anyone vicious enough to fight a 
cop for his gun is vicious enough to use it 
on him.

One of the things you learn early as a 
cop, especially in high-crime areas where 
some people have multiple arrests on their 
records, is that anyone willing to fight you 
is willing to kill you. That’s because another 
arrest could mean a prison cell for the rest 
of their lives. Here’s the thing; you may not 
know how desperate they are, but, you’d 
better assume they are extremely danger-
ous if they try to get your gun. First of all, 
what type of person gets violent with a police 
officer? Even if you feel the cop’s action is 

wrong, you’re unlikely 
to take a punch at him. 
What kind of civiliza-
tion would we have 
if everyone decided 
to resist the law with 
violent behavior toward 
its enforcers? Cops are 
there to protect and 
serve, not to be abused, 
beaten or killed. Most 
cops just want to do 
their job and go home safely to their families. 
If the facts come out in the Brown case the 
way it’s been reported so far, it seems like 
another Trayvon Martin type of tragedy. The 
president has already weighed in on it, so it’s 
like déjà vu.

Sooner or later we must arrive at a con-
sensus in this country about the police and 
the communities they serve. Residents of 
every city must decide if they want order or 
anarchy. Yes, cops can make mistakes and 
some can abuse their authority. However, a 
sensible person doesn’t respond by resort-
ing to violence. There are numerous ways to 
report inappropriate police behavior; ways 
that can result in the cop’s termination, or 
worse. Police organizations are very sensitive 
these days, so complaints are taken seriously. 
The average citizen has a lot more clout than 
he may realize. If you think a cop has treated 

you unfairly; write a letter to the chief or to 
a newspaper. Trust me; cops fear that type of 
criticism because it may be a deciding factor 
in their future advancement. One thing you 
should never do is fight the guy wearing 
the uniform. If it doesn’t result in a death, 
it might result in a prison term. Either way; 
it’s a losing proposition for the pugnacious 
citizen.

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the New 
York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which were 
performed in plainclothes undercover assign-
ments. Bob began a writing career about 12 
years ago and had his first book published in 
1999. Bob went on to write and publish a total 
of seven novels, “Murder in Black and White,” 
“City to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s 
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of Life 
and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He  also became 
a syndicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human.”
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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

of Significance

westchester on the Level with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has been operating 
for over two years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard Narog and 
Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show 
live or on demand. Share your perspective by calling  (347) 205-9201 
or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
The Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip are 
in a pitiable state, thanks 
largely to their internal 
leaders and outside benefac-

tors. They would be much better off without 
these leaders and benefactors; what the 
Palestinians really need is a King.

Or a Gandhi. Or a Mandela.
Almost as soon as a 72-hour cease-fire 

expired early Friday, dozens of rockets from 
Gaza fell on southern Israel – most harm-
lessly, though two Israelis were initially 
reported wounded. Within hours, a 10-year-
old Palestinian boy in Gaza was dead, killed 
in an Israeli retaliatory strike that reportedly 
targeted a mosque. If true, that report is con-
sistent with the pattern of Gaza militants 
using religious and civil facilities as cover for 
their weaponry.

That little boy was just the latest in a 
very long line of victims of the Palestinian 
“resistance,” which has harmed far more 
Palestinians than Israelis. It has been 66 
years since the partition of Palestine created 
the state of Israel and a flood of displaced 
Arabs, and it has been 47 years since Israel 
captured the West Bank from Jordan and 
Gaza from Egypt during the Six-Day War. 
The last open conflict between Israel and a 
neighboring state was the Yom Kippur War 
in 1973, which was followed a few years later 
by a peace treaty between Israel and Egypt.

Since then the battle with Israel has 
been waged not openly by governments, but 
by irregulars that claimed to speak for the 
Palestinian people, but which have always 
served as proxies for other regional actors 
– notably Iran, since its 1979 revolution. 
Whether they acted under the banner of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad or various splinter 
groups (not to mention Lebanon-based 
Hezbollah), these “resistance” fighters 
have accomplished nothing useful for the 
Palestinians as a group, despite decades 
of violence. For themselves, however, they 
have built a resistance industry that employs 
thousands of relatives and cronies, labels and 
targets opponents as collaborators, and is 
prepared to suffer thousands of Palestinian 
deaths in order to grab one Israeli hostage 
who can be swapped to get fellow militants 
out of Israeli prisons.

Palestinian armed resistance is a politi-
cal and practical dead end. Israel is not going 
to disappear, and there is no prospect that 
Palestinians can win their own state, or even 
just gain a better life for themselves, by force 
of arms. Palestinian rockets result in the 

deaths of far more Palestinians than Israelis. 
The foreign powers that supply and pay for 
those rockets know this, and while they pose 
as friends of the people living under Israeli 
rule, they enable this slaughter for their own 
cynical purposes.

If India had sought independence from 
Britain by guerrilla warfare, there is a good 
chance Indians would still lack their own 
government today. Instead, Mohandas K. 
Gandhi, known as Mahatma, organized 
a long campaign of nonviolent civil dis-
obedience. The British, exhausted by their 
struggle with the Nazis and lacking the 
moral grounds to enforce colonialism on 
the subcontinent, withdrew in 1947. This 
does not mean newly independent India 
was a peaceful place; sectarian violence raged, 
and Pakistan was carved out as a Muslim 
state to avoid minority status among India’s 
dominant Hindus. Gandhi himself was 
assassinated. But he was correct that the 
fastest way to Indian independence was to 
avoid violence.

The American civil rights movement 

succeeded, too, because Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and other leaders eschewed violence 
even when they were its victims. There 
were others who disagreed, but African-
Americans rallied behind King, Medgar 
Evers and other leaders, some of whom 
became martyrs just as Gandhi had.

Nelson Mandela had a revolutionary 
past, and his African National Congress 

maintained an armed wing even during 
his long imprisonment on South Africa’s 
Robben Island. But the world did not rally 
to the anti-apartheid cause until it became a 

largely nonviolent protest movement, against 
which the Pretoria government’s claims of 
terrorism rang increasingly hollow (except 
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COMEDY

      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006
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By EFRAIM INBAR
Hamas’ refusal to accept a 
ceasefire indicates that the 
Protective Edge operation 
has so far failed to attain 
its modest goal of calm 

on Israel’s border with Gaza. Jerusalem is 
not expecting peace or integration with its 
neighbors – it wants just to be left alone.

It is clear that Hamas does not feel 
weakened or threatened enough to accept a 
ceasefire. If most of their conditions are met, 
they might agree to a fragile ceasefire that 
can be violated at will, which will amount to 
a Hamas victory. Such an outcome will be 
disastrous for Israel, with negative political 
and strategic implications.

Therefore, Israel has no choice but to 
continue to attack Hamas targets in order 
to exact a higher cost from the organization. 
So far the Israeli government has shown 
commendable caution and reluctance to 
use massive force. The media reports of 
the disproportionate use of force are a 
result of Hamas manipulations and show 
little understanding of the realities of war. 
Moreover, air attacks, with the exception of 
targeted killings, have limited impact. Most 
destroyed targets are renewable. The limited 
ground incursion also did not force Hamas 
to accept a permanent cease-fire, despite the 

destruction of many tunnels. Therefore an 
escalation of the military effort is necessary.

Many Israelis advocate reconquering 
Gaza and cleaning it of its terrorist infra-
structure by hunting down all members 
of the terrorist organizations, primarily 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Such an objec-
tive is not beyond the IDF’s capabilities and 
it commands much support in Israel. A 
re-conquest may need many weeks and 
even months and it will be costly in terms 
of casualties.

It is not clear that Israel can garner 
the support of the international commu-
nity, particularly the US, for a prolonged 
operation. Nevertheless, in the absence 
of Hamas willingness to stop rocket fire 
for a prolonged period, there may be 
no choice but to revisit this option; the 
conquest of all Gaza will be needed to 
eradicate Hamas military capabilities and 
secure calm for Israel. However, staying 
there will be problematic, as democratic 
societies are increasingly reluctant to be 
enlightened conquerors.

In the meantime, less drastic military 
options are available. In the past, the 
IDF has established corridors to the sea, 
cutting the Gaza strip into several parts, 
leaving Hamas to guess where the IDF 
is headed next. Israel’s government must 

demonstrate that it is not afraid to have 
the IDF enter urban areas, even if it takes 
heavy casualties. Israeli society is prepared 
for it. Moreover, casualties now could save 
even more casualties in the future.

The IDF may need to launch a 
ground attack to make Hamas fear that 
its rule over Gaza might be at stake. It 
is true that Hamas has no clear center of 
gravity that if pushed past would assure 
victory, but Hamas political and military 
leaders value their power and even more 
so their lives. Without going deeper into 
Gaza such a threat cannot develop.

The sooner this happens the better. 
Various proposals to involve international 
actors and UN forces are being aired. 
Israel’s experience with such experiments 
is terrible. All international mechanisms 
and peacekeeping troops in the Arab-
Israeli arena have proven again and again 
to be ineffective. The last UN force sta-
tioned in Southern Lebanon to prevent 
rockets reaching Hizballah (2006) was 
a total failure. In Gaza, just a year after 
they arrived, European observers at the 
Rafah crossing ran away at the first sign 
of trouble. Israel cannot rely on others to 
be responsible for its security.

There is much talk about reassessing 
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
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914-216-1674 (Cell)

for the terror that security forces themselves 
inflicted on protest leaders). Pressure on the 
white government built steadily through 
the 1970s and ‘80s, until Mandela’s release 
heralded the peaceful end of apartheid.

Armed resistance against an overwhelm-
ingly superior occupying force may be valiant 
and heroic, but it is seldom successful. The 
Hungarians learned this in their uprising 
against the Soviets in 1956. It is true that 
armed struggles do sometimes succeed, as in 
Vietnam from the 1940s through the ‘70s, 
or in Cuba’s revolution in 1959. But do most 
Palestinians really want to fight for decades, 
only to live under the sorts of governments 
that took power in Hanoi and Havana?

Or would they choose – if given the 
choice – the sort of leadership we saw in the 
1970s and ‘80s from Lech Walesa, who led 
the shipyard strike in Gdansk, Poland, that 
set in motion the events that brought down 
the Iron Curtain? Or Vaclav Havel, whose 
membership in the Charter 77 human 

rights group also contributed to that end, 
and led him peacefully to the presidency of 
Czechoslovakia?

In the face of Palestinian violence, the 
Israelis have pretty much a free hand to 
defend themselves as they see fit. The world 
may bemoan the carnage, but it will do little 
to stop it. The past four decades have been 
more than enough to demonstrate this.

But in the face of peaceful Palestinian 
protest and nonviolent resistance, Israel’s 
legal and moral position as an occupy-
ing force would become untenable. Not 
quickly, not all at once and certainly not in 
the eyes of those Israelis who believe they 
have a God-given right to all of Palestine. 
Yet it would be enough, over time, for the 
world to rally behind Palestinians in the 
way it rallied behind black South Africans. 
Absent Palestinian violence, Israel would be 
forced into the same sort of political corner 
that doomed the apartheid regime. Enough 
Israelis realize this to ensure that there would 
be provocations, from settlement-building to 
armed assaults, aimed at drawing a violent 

response from those claiming to practice 
nonviolence.

That’s where a King comes in. It takes 
a powerful leader to convince followers to 
accept pain in furtherance of a just cause. 
It takes a calm, reasonable voice, like the 
one Mandela mastered while in prison, to 
convince former enemies that they really 
can live with you. It takes courage and self-
sacrifice to stand defenseless against those of 
your own people who are prepared to turn 
their guns on you.

The Palestinians have never had that 
sort of leader. Until they do, they can only 
suffer as they await a King.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved to 
Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008. 

Continued from page 3
Palestinians need a King

CuRREnt CoMMEntaRY

what is to Be done about gaza?
MiddLE EaSt FoRuM

Continued on page 5

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=cf6090cf2e&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=375cfad0a5&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=70a70040cd&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=70a70040cd&e=23984343dd
http://andersen.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9911111111,-73.8741666667&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9911111111,-73.8741666667%20(Hastings-on-Hudson%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=26.1358333333,-80.1419444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=26.1358333333,-80.1419444444%20(Fort%20Lauderdale%2C%20Florida)&t=h
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Israel’s approach toward the rule of 
Hamas in Gaza. Some advocate ending 
its rule and bringing back Mahmud 
Abbas into the Gaza Strip on Israeli 

bayonets, which might revive the discred-
ited two-state paradigm. It is not clear 
at all whether Abbas is ready and able 
to take control of Gaza. This proposal 
also displays Israeli arrogance and scant 

memory of Israel’s attempts at politi-
cal engineering in Lebanon (the 1982 
War) and among the Palestinians (The 
“Villages Leagues” of the late 1970s). 
Israel’s involvement in deciding on who is 

the ruler among our Arab neighbors has 
brought little benefits. It is beyond Israel’s 
power to affect the political dynamics 
within the Arab societies around us. 
Moreover, favoring one contender for 
power immediately boomerangs because 
it undermines the legitimacy of the con-
tender. Pragmatic cooperation with Israel 
does not earn popularity points in the 
Arab world.

Furthermore, uprooting Hamas is 
not in the cards. It is a popular movement 
that draws support amongst over thirty 
percent of the Palestinians. It has a 
civilian wing that delivers many services 
to the Gazans. Hamas also won the elec-
tions in 2006, which indicates even larger 
support among the Palestinians. The 
violent struggle against Israel is popular, 
despite the heavy price paid by Gazan 
civilians.

Unfortunately, Palestinians are 
educated not to seek peace, but to make 
sacrifices and be martyrs in a holy war 
against the Jewish state. As long as the 
Palestinians do not change their educa-
tion system, there will be no end to the 
conflict; Israel can only manage it. It will 
continue to live by its sword and “mow 
the grass” when it deems it necessary. 
Israel has no power to mold its strategic 
environment, only the power to debilitate 
the capabilities of its enemies to harm 
it. In the case of Hamas more of this is 
needed.

First published by  BESA Center 
Perspectives  on August 10, 2014.

Efraim Inbar, director of the Begin-Sadat 
Center for Strategic Studies, is a professor of 
political studies at Bar-Ilan University, and 
a Shillman/Ginsburg fellow at the Middle 
East Forum.

advertising Sales
the westchester guardian is seeking an enthusiastic & eager 

sales professional that has a passion to succeed. this is a fantastic 
opportunity to join westchester’s most influential weekly in a vital 
position. You will be selling print and online advertising to existing 

and prospective businesses.

direct your resume to hezi aris - ehezi@hush.com 
telephone inquiries after 12 noon: 914-458-1001.

Meet the increasing need for science 
teachers by earning a Master’s degree while 
continuing to work at your present job. 
This is an affordable, 2-year, 10-course, 
30-credit program with some courses offered 
online, geared towards individuals living and 
working in Westchester.

Touro is an Equal Opportunity Institution

Benefit from a distinctive 
program in Biology Education 
which includes education 
courses by Touro Graduate 
School of Education faculty 
and select biology courses 
taught by faculty at New York 
Medical College, a national 
leader in basic medical science 
education and research.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:

Dr. Frances Hannan, Chair, Bio Ed.
Touro College Biology Education Program

Phone: 914-594-4111
Email: bioed.gse@touro.edu  

 BECOME Al
 BIOLOGYl
 TEACHER!l

TOURO COLLEGE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION

what is to Be done about gaza?
MiddLE EaSt FoRuM

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Operation Protective Edge has 
not weakened or threatened Hamas enough to encourage it to 
accept a ceasefire. Reconquering Gaza is an unlikely option. 
Involving international actors to help manage the conflict, uproot-
ing Hamas leadership, and/or re-instating Mahmud Abbas as 
leader in Gaza are equally unlikely solutions. Consequently, the 
only option available to Israel is to once again “mow the grass” by 
launching another ground attack to the point where Hamas fears 
that its rule over Gaza is at stake.

Uprooting Hamas is not in the cards.

Continued from page 4

http://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/done-gaza-2/
http://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/done-gaza-2/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402390.2013.830972#.U-doQOOSz6o
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By DANIEL LIPKA
YONKERS, NY -- In 
a few months, the most 
talked about bar in the 
country is sure to be 
SOYO in Downtown 

Yonkers. Hit TV show Bar Rescue 
recently completed their transforma-
tion of a local pub, formally known as 

Undisputed. The new upscale “craft-
cocktail” bar is the first to be featured on 
the SpikeTV show, and fits beautifully 
into the renaissance that Downtown 
Yonkers has undergone over the past 
decade.

With the assistance of bar expert 
Jon Taffer, and the entire Bar Rescue 
team, SOYO was born. Host Jon Taffer, 

an award-winning restaurant operator 
with nearly 30 years of hands-on expe-
rience, uses brutal honesty to create a 
quick and fundamental transformation.

“I was excited to learn of Bar Rescue 
coming to Yonkers. They recognized the 
City as a great place to live, work and 
play and transformed a space downtown 
where residents can do exactly that,” said 

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano.
After a week of planning and con-

struction, the only thing that remains the 
same is the address at 38 Main Street. 
The outside is repainted and rebranded, 
and the inside has been completely 
remodeled into a brighter, trendier 
space. But the most important changes 
are to the environment, the food, and the 

drinks. The dress code mirrors the décor: 
upscale and trendy. The menu has been 
revamped to include unique twists on 
comfort foods and traditional snacks.

What makes SOYO most unique 
are the drinks. “Craft Cocktails” are 
drinks in which every element is made 
fresh and tailored specifically to the 

YonKERS

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – Water 
continues to spill onto the 
sidewalk and street along 
Central Park Avenue and 
Melrose Avenues. When 

first discovered last winter, the water seen 
wetting the sidewalk and street herein is 
indicative of the enormity of space frozen 
over during the winter months on similar 
sized boundaries as the water mark seen 
in August 2014. And winter 2015 is not 
too far off from today. The ice formed on 
the sidewalk and its proximity to the bus 
station exposed people to potential risk of 
slipping, falling, tripping, even losing control 
of driving a vehicle on the street because of 
the large ice sheets covering the area. The 
bus stop demands people get off and get on 
exactly at the area that puts people at greatest 
danger of injury.

Central Avenue Chrysler Jeep, located 
at 1839 Central Avenue, has been patiently 
awaiting Yonkers Department of Public 
Works and Con Edison crews to correct this 
crisis. The crisis is one of safety, also it is one 
of great cost in water wasted on a 24- hours 
basis, as well as the cost of the crews doing 
the best they can, yet evidently not equipped 
to locate and mitigate the leak.

The fact that almost a year has transpired 
since the leak was revealed suggests Yonkers 
DPW must locate the equipment required 
to locate the leak or leaks. A schematic of all 
water pipelines, electrical, and gas lines is in 
the possession of Yonkers City Hall in one 

of their departments. With that informa-
tion, though not possessing the equipment 
for the job at hand, Yonkers DPW must 
learn or become familiar with the equip-
ment required. The potential of purchasing 
such equipment may be too great. If so, we 
must look to rent such equipment that can 
locate the leak. Then again, the concern may 
be exacerbated by other issues related to 
water, perhaps ground water concerns. If so, a 
retaining wall must be built. lastly, if none of 
these forms of conduct work, Yonkers DPW 
must be authorized to hire crews who can 
mitigate this issue.

After almost a year on-site, one must 
recognize that this is the only way to get this 
issue mitigated. The fact that almost a year 
has transpired without remedy and at the 
enormous costs incurred by the city should 
give pause to taking a different tack.

water Leak Revealed Last winter Continues unabated to this day

Yonkers Department of Public Works 
Commissioner Thomas Meier.

Water leak revealed during the winter of 2013 at Central Park Avenue and Melrose Avenue continues to pose a hazard almost one-year after 
initially recognized.

CommunitySection
BuSinESS

SpiketV’s ‘Bar Rescue’ Creates Something Special in downtown Yonkers
Grand Re-opening and Ribbon Cutting Took Place on August 12th

Continued on page 7

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidewalk
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River Rock Landscapes Presents NOWA Production’s 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 @ 7:30PM
IRIVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 40 NORTH BWAY, IRVINGTON, NY 10523
General Admission $25; Early Bird  Sale by Aug 30, 2014: $20; Tkts. avail. @ door & at:

https://autumnfrolic.brownpapertickets.com or www.NoWaProductions.com 
 

River Rock Landscapes Presents NOWA Production’s River Rock Landscapes Presents NOWA Production’s 

AUTUMN FROLIC
CLASSICAL POPS

The most popular melodies, waltzes, Neapolitan songs, tshardash, favorites from 
opera and operetta, duets & vocal ensembles, dance & the Royal Piper. 

FEATURING
Malgorzata Kellis, Hyona Kim, 

Theodore Chletsos, Juan Jose Ibarra 

STRING QUARTET 
Krzystof Kuznik, Claire Smith-Bermingham, 
Maurycy Banaszek,  Marta Bedkowski-Reilly

THE POLISH AMERICAN FOLK DANCE COMPANY

BuSinESS

SpiketV’s ‘Bar Rescue’ Creates Something Special in downtown Yonkers

drink. This includes fresh fruits, custom 
glassware, house-made syrups, and 
fusion-infused liquors. One specialty 
drink, the SOYO Tea, includes Ciroc 
Peach Vodka, Jeremiah Weed Sweet 
Tea Vodka, club soda, with fresh lemon, 
basic and red licorice. Drinks are crafted 

with care, resulting in unique flavors 
and a more satisfying experience. There 
is also a rotating selection of craft beers 
available. SOYO is certain to provide a 
special experience to all their guests.

Owners Brian O’Shea and Miguel 
Torres are extremely excited about their 
new bar, “We are so proud of what this 
new bar represents and we are looking 

forward to contributing to the con-
tinued growth and positive changes in 
Downtown Yonkers,” they said.

The Yonkers Downtown BID and 
Mayor Mike Spano hosted a grand re-
opening and ribbon cutting for SOYO 
on August 12th.

SOYO is located at 38 Main St, 

Yonkers, NY 10701.
Be part of the action before Bar 

Rescue’s millions of viewers get a taste for 
SOYO later this fall on SpikeTV.

Daniel Lipka is executive director of the 
Yonkers Downtown / Waterfront Business 
Improvement District.

(L-R): Yonkers Downtown Waterfront B.I.D. Executive Director Daniel Lipka, SpikeTV’s Jon 
Taffer, Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, and Co-owners Brian O’Shea and Miguel Torres

Continued from page 6
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CaLEndaR

news & notes from northern westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
We’re all exhausted at the 
Jeffers house, after staying 
up nights watching the 
super moon and the Perseid 
meteor showers, the cool 

thing is I wrote this week’s “sleepless in 
Bedford Hills” edition of “News & Notes” by 
moonlight…

The Vietnam Veterans of America need 
your reusable items, especially clothing, and 
will be holding a local Westchester pickup 
on August 21st, please call 800-775-8387 to 
schedule your pickup.

The Field Library in Peekskill will be 
hosting free Kaplan PSAT Test Practice and 
Preparation Session on September 16th. Why 
take a free Kaplan Practice Test, a Practice 
Test is one of the best ways to get ready for 

the real thing. You will: know exactly what 
to expect on test day, get a complete analysis 
of your results, and learn exclusive strategies 
to improve your score. I wish they had them 
when I was a student, but then again I also 
wanted color TV…

Katonah is on the move again with the 
2014 Katonah 5K road race. The Katonah 
Village Improvement Society KVIS is 
proud to host its annual event on Saturday, 
September 6th starting on the Parkway 
between Bedford and Edgemont Roads at 
8:00am. Everyone is invited to participate by 
running in the 5K or the children’ road race 
or by cheering on your neighbors along the 
hills of the hamlet and taking a stroll through 
town after the race and support some of the 
local sponsors.

My wife, the gardener, will love this 

course… The folks at Lasdon Park in 
Katonah are hosting “Composting 101” on 
Saturday, September 6th at 9am, learn the 
basics of composting and creating your own 
garden soil.

The Lewisboro Library will be accept-
ing books for their book sale on Saturday, 
August 23rd and Saturday, Sept. 6th at 
Onatru Farm Park from 10 am to 12 
Noon.  Bicycle Sundays on the Bronx River 
Parkway will return this September for four 
consecutive Sundays; September 7th, 14th, 
21st and 28th, from 10am to 2pm. During 
Bicycle Sundays, a portion of the Bronx 
River Parkway is closed to cars for the exclu-
sive use of bicyclists, joggers, walkers, and 
those with strollers. The course runs from 
the Westchester County Center in White 
Plains, south to Scarsdale Road in Yonkers, 
a round-trip of 13.1 miles. There are various 

points of entry and exit along the way. I’m 
dusting off my bike and will see you there.

How about taking a stroll along the 
woodland trail to enjoy a favorite children’s 
storybook tale, then you will want to check 
out the Greenburgh Nature Center though 
September 28th.

Our friends from the Bedford Hills 
Neighborhood Association remind us that 
once again they are collecting blank note-
books (preferably marble, not spiral) for 
“Journals for GIs,” who send them to our 
troops. Drop them off at Boo at the Bedford 
Town Clerk’s office at the Town House. So 
when you are out shopping for your back to 
school needs think about adding a few extra 
notebooks. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.

Here’s a treat for your ears… at the 
Westchester Italian Cultural Center in 
Tuckahoe on September 4th…acclaimed 
duo, Antonello D’Onofrio and Claudio 
Soviero, as part of their 2014 USA tour will 

present a selection of Italian and French clas-
sical music for Piano Four Hands. Antonello 
D’Onofrio and Claudio Soviero both began 
their careers in music as piano prodigies. 
Equally distinguished for their dynamic 
playing of both contemporary and classical 
music, each pianist has been awarded count-
less national and international awards, and 
together they make a formidable duo on the 
piano certain to delight your ears.

Over at Muscoot Farm in Somers, there 
is a bird walk set for Monday, September 1st 
at 8:30am… join Anne Swain from Saw 
Mill River Audubon for a walk through 
fields and woods, meet in the parking lot.

There sure are a lot of Tag Sales in our 
area, I’ll bet the tags in northern Westchester 
are high quality, but expensive… see you next 
week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire. 

Earthtalk® antarctica’s Melting and its impact on Coastlines
EaRthtaLK

By RODDY SCHEER and DOUG MOSS
Dear EarthTalk: To what extent is Antarctica 
really melting and what impact might it have 
on coastlines around the world? -- Andrea 
Hutchinson, Cary, NC
The Antarctic continent, roughly the size of 
the United States and Mexico combined, is 
composed of rock covered by glaciers some 
16,000 feet thick. The glaciers form from 
fallen snow compacting into successive layers 
of ice, and they eventually move downhill 
toward the coasts and “calve” into the ocean 
as icebergs and eventually melt out into the 
sea. Antarctica and Greenland combined 
hold about 99 percent of the globe’s fresh-
water ice.

According to the National Snow & 
Ice Data Center, the result of the entire 
Antarctic continent melting out completely 
would be sea level rise of about 200 feet 
around the world, which could in turn lead 
to untold devastation. While no one can be 
sure how hot things will get as a result of 
global warming, most climate models don’t 
forecast conditions hot enough to cause the 
wholesale melt-out of Antarctica.

In fact, the British Antarctic Survey 
(BAS) reports that the East Antarctic Ice 
Sheet, which constitutes about two-thirds 
of the world’s southernmost and iciest con-
tinent, is remaining relatively stable, with 
some slight melting that is balanced out by 
new winter snows. Because East Antarctica 
rests on rock that is higher than sea level, it is 
unlikely to collapse. In fact, East Antarctica’s 

ice cover may thicken moving forward due 
to predicted increases in snowfall amounts 
over the coming decades.

But on the west side of Antarctica, ice 
across an area roughly the size of Texas called 
the Amundsen Sea Embayment (ASE) is 
already thinning rapidly in large part as a 

result of surrounding waters warming up 
due to changing ocean circulation patterns. 
Many scientists believe that these ocean 
changes are happening as a result of human-
induced global warming as well as thinning 
of the stratospheric ozone layer.

“This is an area that has always caused 

glaciologists concern, because here the 
bedrock beneath the ice is a long way below 
sea-level and the ice is only kept in place 
because it is thick enough to rest on the bed,” 
reports BAS. “Thinning of the ice around the 
coast could lead to glacier acceleration and 
further thinning of the ice sheet. Essentially, 

the ice sheet may be unstable, and the recent 
pattern of thinning could be a precursor to 
wholesale loss of the ASE ice sheet.”

Meanwhile, researchers from NASA 
and UC Irvine studying the ASE ice sheet 
report a “continuous and rapid retreat” of 
glaciers there and think that there is “no 
[major] obstacle that would prevent the 
glaciers from further retreat.” They worry 
that within a millennium and perhaps as 
soon as two centuries, the ASE could melt 
out entirely—leading to between four and 
10 feet of sea level rise around the world—
if moderate warming models prove to be 
correct.

Of course, we can all play a role in 
preventing such scenarios by reducing our 
carbon footprints. Take fewer airplane trips. 
Buy organic food. Walk, bike or take public 
transit to work. If you must drive, get a 
hybrid or electric car. Wear a sweater instead 
of turning up the heat. And urge legislators 
to push new laws that limit greenhouse gas 
emissions by industry, utilities and other big 
polluters. It may be now or never.

CONTACTS: National Snow & Ice 
Data Center, nsidc.org; British Antarctic 
Survey, www.antarctica.ac.uk.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy 
Scheer and Doug Moss and is a registered trade-
mark of E - The Environmental Magazine 
(www.emagazine.com). Send questions to: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.

Antarctica.

tel:800-775-8387
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Fishing Daily out of Niantic, CT
Porgies, Seabass, Stripers and Blues

www.BlackHawkSportFishing.com 

Call
800.382.2824

Late for My Mother’s Funeral
FiLM / CuLtuRaL PERSPECtiVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Penny Allen is a French-
American writer, filmmaker 
and translator who worked 
on environmental issues 
in the United States and 

Europe from 1987 until 2002. Allen also 
worked as a public welfare worker, a univer-
sity instructor, a journalist, and a community 
organizer in local land-use planning. “Late 
for My Mother’s Funeral” is the name of 
her latest documentary that was filmed at 
times in Algeria, France and Morocco over 
the course of three years. Allen draws an 
intimate portrait of an Algerian-French-
Moroccan family following the death of 
their mother Zineb, a notorious smuggler 
of gold and jewels. This true post-colonial 
story evokes the multi-faceted mourning 

of Zineb’s ten children and the influence of 
political context on their lives with humor 
and pathos. It is a panorama about a family 
caught in a web of nationalities while iden-
tifying with none of them. They aren’t really 
Algerian, or Moroccan, or French. Their 
identity lies in the grave with Zineb, their 
recently-deceased mother.

The film brings the mother to life 
through the memories of the family. She was 
a woman of great determination; capable 
of resolving any problem, even deporta-
tion. Organized around scenes developed 
through improvisation, the film portrays 
each of Zineb’s sons and daughters, now 
adults, revealing their stories through many 
of the difficulties encountered in living 
between Eastern and Western cultures and 
ethnicities. One of the ten adult offspring is 
Abdeljalil Zouhri, now a fisherman in his 
fifties, who returned to his estranged siblings 
in Algeria after spending years in France. 
Despite his choices, Abdeljalil experiences a 
profound malaise, both in his cultural identity 
and his personal identity. The film conveys 
Abdeljalil’s malaise through the reconstitu-
tion of his mother’s personality to attend 
the wedding of the youngest daughter, who 
will now be married off by her brothers and 
sisters according to the tradition of arranged 
marriage. As we understand from the family, 
the mother was an extraordinary woman 
who had broken through the limitations of 
her culture. She had raised ten children by a 
man consistently absent from the home she 
created for them all until she finally divorces. 
She re-marries. She carries on a dangerous 
occupation; as a jewel-smuggler to support 

her family. She launches a business with her 
youngest daughter, the one who will now 
be traditionally married off by her siblings 
after their mother’s death. All the brothers 
and sisters have been educated thanks to the 
authority and charisma of their mother, but 
they still oblige this youngest daughter to 
marry as traditionally dictated.

The 90-minutes documentary was 
filmed over the course of almost three years, 
based upon approximately nine weeks of 
shooting altogether, in order to follow the 
story as it evolved. Allen also edited and 
re-edited over the course of a year, making 
it almost fours years. Allen met Abdeljalil 
Zouhri, the main character, about twice a 
month for at least a year, but without the 

intention of doing a film about him or his 
mother. Abdeljalil wanted to talk about 
the relations and history between Algeria 
and Morocco until he started to bring on 
the history of his family being influenced 
by several books he read including “The 
Harem and the Cousins,” by anthropologist 
Germaine Tillion. Then, when Abdeljalil’s 
mother died, and when Allen learned what 
a personality she had been, a gold and jewel 
smuggler raising ten children alone, and 
when Abdeljalil revealed his own existential 
crisis in a very touching way, Allen wanted to 
document the story on film .

The director was introduced to the 
subject of her previous 2007 documentary “A 
Soldier’s Story” in a similar way. During an 
airplane flight, Allen sat beside an American 
sergeant returning from Iraq. As they talked, 

he showed her horrifying battlefield images 
that he had taken. Using those images, along 
with other videos and photos, the director 
compiled a documentary about the horrors 
of war and its devastating psychological 
effect on those who wage it.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

Writer-director Penny Allen.

Abdeljalil Zouhri, the elder brother in “Late for My Mother’s Funeral”.

Abdeljalil’s sister on her wedding night.

http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com


Page 10 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, AUGUST 21, 2014 

hEaLth

Manic in Manhattan–Part Vi
By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
Rather than becoming 
manic, I became clinically 
depressed; in this state, your 
thoughts have weight, and 
simply writing a sentence or 

doing a math problem can be overwhelming. 
It felt like an anvil lying on my soul, flatten-
ing it. I tried taking hot showers, hoping the 
water would permeate my skin and saturate 
my soul, but of course this was not successful. 

At one point, I was lying in my bed with so 
little energy, I was sure I would never be able 
to rise again, and I would simply die from 
dehydration, so I called an ambulance and 
they took me to St. Vincent’s Psychiatric 
Hospital. Again, I felt safe and calm in the 
caring environment. I profoundly enjoyed 
studying peaceful impressionist paintings 
on display. But it can get exasperating being 
an inpatient, living by others’ rules. I would 
smoke pot again, but not enough to get sick: 

that was the plan.
When I was discharged, I attended 

another day program, but it was humiliating 
every time I climbed onto the van that took 
me to the hospital – I was associated with the 
mentally retarded (as if stigmatizing them is 
acceptable). My sleep pattern was so chaotic 
that I sometimes missed the van and slept 
through program. Sometimes, I’d wait for a 
long time for pickup, then go inside to call 
the dispatcher and tell him that the van had 
forgotten me. The driver would report that I 
had not appeared, but the truth was he had 
intentionally skipped me because I was late 

so often. This era was the Pit, the worst time 
of my life.

I got and lost jobs at Blockbuster and 
Boston Market. I worked as an usher at a 
movie theater for over a year, and hid when 
I saw former peers enter the building. While 
I was adjusting to a new medicine, my boss 
said I seemed different. “How do I seem dif-
ferent?” I asked. “Normal,” she replied, which 
I took as a real insult. A co-worker told me 
no college would ever accept me. A job as 
a taxi driver ended quick. A young couple 
wanted a ride to Hunts Point in the Bronx, 
a ratty area. The man left to “get a package”, 

while his girlfriend, a woman with brilliant 
hazel eyes, stayed with me. I hadn’t been paid 
for the ride I and had to wait. I told her I 
didn’t want anyone snorting coke in the back 
of my cab, but when the guy came back, his 
package was full of white powder, which they 
snorted. I repeated that I didn’t want anyone 
using cocaine and they said, “It’s not coke, it’s 
heroin.”

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to ChrisRosty@ 
gmail.com

For me, bipolar illness is not a “mood disorder” because these are not 
moods as we tend to think of them. To try to illustrate my condition, I will 
play upon diagrams that creative science-fiction author Piers Anthony uses 
to explain how the mind can work:

 LOGIC INTUITIVE LEAPS

 CREATIVITY CIRCULAR THINKING

Here are my diagrams for how I see my illness:
 MANIA DEPRESSION

 INTRUSIVE THOUGHTS  PSYCHOSIS

 IRRATIONAL THOUGHTS GRANDIOSITY

oRganiZing / MaKE it Fun and it wiLL gEt donE!

By PAM YOUNG
Did you know we can 
actually be a parent to our-
selves? I know it sounds sort 
of crazy, but it’s true.

I received an email 
from one of my subscribers and it illustrates 
my concept very well.
Dear Pam,
Here is the story that compelled me to write 
to you:

I had noticed 
a family at my 
d a u g h t e r ’ s 
school all year; 
the children look 
like they came 
straight out of a fai-
rytale. One day, they 
were playing with 
their dad at the park 
when we were there. 
He was so gentle and 
caring with his children. 
He laughed and played 
with them. They even 
included my children in 
their games. As we were 
leaving the park, I heard the 
thought in my head, “I wish I 
could be in that family.”

I immediately envisioned 
myself as his wife and thought, 
‘No way! I am happily married to a won-
derful man who is a wonderful husband 
and father. I have never even been tempted 
to stray! Where in the world would such 
a sick thought come from?!’ I was angry 
with myself. Then I realized that it was not 
my desire to be his wife, but the desire of 
someone within me to have a gentle, loving 
father. Wow!

I discovered a scared, shy little girl. She 
just wanted to have a safe, loving family to be 

in instead of the angry, hurtful home I grew 
up in. I am enjoying getting to know her. She 
is so sweet. Many tears later I am finding the 
peace that has eluded me for so long.

Mom and her three sweet children.
All this woman was doing was being 

self-aware and following up on the source 
of those thoughts that shocked her. This is 
enlightened awareness and it’s 
very healing as you 

could tell by 
her comments.

It’s so easy for us to look on 
the other side of the fence and wish before 
we think. Somebody said, “Be careful what 
you wish for because you just might get it.” If 
you catch yourself wishing you’d had a better 
childhood, you can be a mom to that part of 
you that didn’t get what she needed.

Write down some element you missed 
like attention, understanding, love, protec-
tion, you name it and start giving yourself 
that very thing. Now that you’re an adult and 
have learned so much growing up, you can 
turn that experience onto your own being.

My mother did not have a very good 
childhood. When she was seven, her parents 
often left her at a theater to watch movies (in 
Chicago) from eight in the morning when 
they went to work until six at night when 
they got off. I can’t imagine such abuse and 
yet my mother said she loved watching the 
movies and grew to love movie stars and 
movies in general.

Mom and Dad were both “ground 
breakers” in that they came together 
and vowed to be great parents, in 
spite of the lousy examples they had. 
My dad’s mom died when he was 
13 and he was never made to go 
to school again.

I’m very thankful for the 
wonderful childhood my 
parents provided for my sister 
and me and I’ve thought a 
lot about those who haven’t 
had such a great bringing 
up. What I’ve discovered 
is we can all get a second 
chance at having a great 
childhood by thinking 
about the eternal child 
that lives in us and 

developing a relationship 
with her.

We really get a second chance at 
having a great childhood, because when we 
get to know our inner child we can be the 
benevolent, happy and understanding parent 
we may not have had when we were growing 
up. Being a better mom to you, will automat-
ically make you a better mom to your kids.

Thank you for taking your valuable time 
to read my article today and if you think it 
may help someone you know, please feel free 
to share it.

To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, check 
out www.cluborganized.com . Want to get orga-
nized? Join the club!

You get a Second Chance

http://www.cluborganized.com
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Your “One-Stop” Kitchen & Bath Remodeling Specialist

QUALITY - VALUE - SATISFACTION

 -GUARANTEED-

Call Mike: 914.523.2983
Fully Licensed & Insured  •  WC # 24843-H 12

  Add Beauty and Value to Your Home With... 

A Beautiful New Kitchen or Bath    
Now More Affordable Than Ever! 

THRIFTY
KITCHENS & BATHS

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation

Now’s the time to improve the look, feel and function of 
your kitchen or bath.  We’ll professionally design, 

install & complete your  project in as few as two weeks and 
At a price to meet your budget. 

Don’t Put It Off  Any Longer!
We’ll Provide Everything You’ll Need: 

 Cabinets, Countertops, Flooring, Sinks, Faucets, Vanities, Tubs,  
Plumbing & Electrical Services  Plus Professional Installation

Call Now for a FREE No-Obligation Design Consultation 

Starting with Eric Clapton’s 1970 self-
titled debut solo album, Clapton began 
a decade’s long affection for JJ Cale. 
They also recorded together on the ’06 
“The Road to Escondido.” Last year 
Cale passed-away so it was not a stretch 
(but a very pleasant surprise) to have this 
very heartfelt and near-perfect reflec-
tion album of Cale’s related material. 
Contributors include the leader 

(Clapton) with well-chosen guests: 
John Mayer, Mark Knopfler, Tom Petty, 
Willie Nelson, Derek Trucks and other 
well-known artists.

There are many highlights, but the 
ones that jumped out for me started with 
the title track with Clapton handling the 
Cale like vocals, and laidback, but tasty 
guitar work with the great Albert Lee. 
Clapton and Tom Petty share the vocal 
chores on “Rock and Roll Records.” 
Next is “Someday” with Mark Knopfler’s 
guitar and vocal. He is a noble Cale fit 
vocally and for his sweet guitar. John 
Mayer and Clapton swap vocals and 

guitar playing on “Lies” that is reminis-
cent of the Atlanta Rhythm Section’s 
“So Into You” percolating groove. The 
Oklahoma singer Don White sings 
and adds his guitar on “Sensitive Kind” 
that also works well. John Mayer shows 
immense versatility shining mightily 
on vocals and guitar alongside Clapton 
on the drop-dead gorgeous “Magnolia” 
which is probably my favorite track. The 

Petty and Clapton duet on “I Got the 
Same Old Blues” with added guitar work 
from Reggie Young duels smartly with 
Clapton. Willie Nelson brings his vocal 
and guitar along with David Lindley on 
“Songbird” suggesting a more country 
temperament. Clapton’s guitar oozes of 
Cale like sounds on the hypnotic “Since 
You Said Goodbye.” Petty returns for 
“The Old Man and Me,” exhuming Cale 
like vocals with nice fills from pedal 
steel guitarist Greg Leisz. Clapton, 
Knopfler and White all chime in on 
“Train to Nowhere” featuring dazzling 
guitar tradeoffs as everyone’s seemingly 

enjoying the train ride. Willie Nelson 
returns for short “Starbound” and takes 
along Derek Trucks. Easily the most 
rocking track “Don’t Wait” fetches back 
John Mayer’s vocal and guitar with 
Clapton grinding the blues on guitar 
and background vocals. The finale is the 
fitting “Crying Eyes” with Christine 
Lakeland (who co-authored with Cale, 
on the previous “Don’t Wait”) on vocals, 
with Derek Trucks who adds a tender 
slide solo that sounds so right.

When I first heard JJ Cale’s earliest 
recordings I could never understand why 
JJ Cale rarely stretched out his guitar 
solos as his tasteful guitar immediately 
attracted my imagination. As I grew 
older (and arguably wiser) I realized that 
Cale’s genius was his understated guitar 
playing style, so some forty years later 
my appreciation of Cale’s sparse guitar 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BoB Putignano

 MuSiC

Eric Clapton & Friends  
“The Breeze – An Appreciation of JJ Cale”
www.Surfdog.com www.EricClapton.com

Continued on page 12

http://www.surfdog.com/
http://www.ericclapton.com/
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Long Range Planning; immediate Choices
CREatiVE diSRuPtion / tEChnoLogY

MuSiC

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
If you’re reading this column 
on a regular basis, you realize 
that technology is changing 
everything around us and 
that, to be competitive, “with 

it,” or even employable, we must know what 
is happening now, in the near future, and 
long range so that we may plan and prepare.

On the long range aspect, one of the 
best in-depth analysis, based on present 
trends, of where we might be going in 
the future is in the September – October 
2014 issue of “The Futurist,” the publica-
tion of the World Future Society (www.
wfs.org). The article, by Jerome C. Glenn, 
CEO of the Millennium Project and the 
Global Futures System (www.themp.
org) is entitled “Our Global Situation and 
Prospects for the Future” (http://www.
wfs.org/futurist/2014-issues-futurist/
september-october-2014-vol-48-no-5/
our-global-situation-and-prospects-) 
and is adapted from a much longer work 
“2013-14 State of the Future” (http://
www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/
ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-
metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbI
d=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG
%254%5B%22a), the 17th annual report 
card on the future of the world produced by 
The Millennium Project, an accumulated 
intelligence from over 4,500 thought leaders 
selected by its 50 Nodes around the world. 
The six page article is a wealth of informa-
tion, complete with charts and tables, and 
contains recommendations for what may be 
done to make the future a better place. I’ve 
only skimmed the article in my copy of the 
magazine and haven’t seen the book (which 
got great reviews on Amazon) yet, so I will 
only commend the article / book to readers’ 
attention and plan to devote more space to it 
at a later date when I’ve explored it in depth.

What I’ll focus on rather is a very short 
term question. I seem to be asked constantly 
by friends and clients, “I want to buy a new 
laptop. What should I buy?”

This sounds like a question that could 
receive a very straight forward answer but it 

really depends on many variables:
What do you plan to do with it?
How much are you willing to spend?
What are the most important features 

(Power? Weight? Compatibility with other 
systems?)

The answers to these questions 
often comes back fairly non-responsive 
– “Everything I do now,” “As cheaply as 
possible,” “Yes” – so I’ll just lay out the basic 
points one might consider.

In my office, there are both Macintosh 
Power Books and “WinTel” machines 
(Processor made by Intel; Operating System 
-- the most current version of “Windows” from 
Microsoft) but they are used as we used to 
use the old “desktop machines” for a variety 
of applications. Usually when people ask 
the “laptop question,” they are looking for a 
machine to bring with them, so I will focus 
on that use of a laptop and the type of use 
that tends to be done on those machines 
-- e-mail, web surfing, “Office applica-
tions” (word processing, spreadsheet, business 
presentations).

Some general statements:
Compatibility is no longer an issue – The 

file formats used by Microsoft in its Office 
Suite (“Word”, Excel”, & “PowerPoint”) 
are the standards, not the programs them-
selves. I use the Microsoft products on 
both Macintosh and WinTel and transfer 
the files back and forth via USB drive 
or e-mail. I could also use Apple’s own 
programs (“Pages,” “Numbers,” & “Keynote”) 
or Google’s versions and simply “read” or 
“write” files in the Microsoft format (when 
I e-mail a Pages file from an iPad tablet, the 
program asks me if I wish to send it “in Word 
format”). As for e-mail, the use of a “web-
based system” (Gmail, Yahoo Mail, HotMail, 
AOLMail, etc.) means that your e-mail is 
accessible from any desktop, laptop, tablet or 
smart phone that you might have.

Local Storage vs “The Cloud” – In 
days of yore, we all kept our files on our 
local computers, a method that caused us to 
have the largest hard disk we could afford, 
often bringing the weight of a laptop to 
over ten pounds. Now we are able to store 

files “in the cloud” (really on some service’s 
servers at some physical place) and access them 
wherever we are on whatever system we are 
using. There are many such cloud systems – 
Microsoft’s “OneDrive,” Google’s “Google 

Drive,” Apple’s “iCloud” and 
“DropBox” which can be accessed across 
platforms.

Tablets – There has been a cliché in 
the industry for a while that “Laptops are 
the new Desktops and Tablets are the new 
Laptops.” This cliché is only partially true. 
Laptops are the new desktops because they 
both fundamentally do the same thing while 
laptops and tablets are different. We use 
“apps” on tablets which often do not run 
on laptops (although more and more compa-
nies are developing versions of apps for laptops). 
The smaller tablets, such as the “iPad Mini” 
and the Google “Nexus 7,” are convenient to 
carry, are fine for doing e-mail, using apps, 
and even for viewing office documents but 
not for creating them. Additionally, Apple’s 
tablets do not have standard USB interfaces 
so it is necessary to either use the cloud or 
e-mail documents back and forth (I used 
to write on an iPad using Apple’s Bluetooth 

keyboard – the writing was fine; the e-mail 
transfer was doable). In other words, tablets 
work best as tablets and not as laptops (I find 
the Microsoft “Surface 2” – not to be confused 
with the “Surface Pro 2” –on which I am 
writing this – to be the exception to this rule but 
it, with keyboard attached, is much more like a 
laptop than a tablet).

With the above in 
mind we move on to specifics”

We Aren’t Locked Into The Same 
“Old Thing”– In days of yore, the obvious 
choice was a ‘WinTel” machine. If a person 
worked in an office, the probability was 
that he / she had a Wintel machine there; 
others with a home desktop or laptop, in 
the vast majority, had a Wintel machine – 
so it made sense to make any new machine 
“compatible.” Today the choices are not so 
obvious. The “MacBook Pro” and “MacBook 
Air” from Apple, although more expensive 
than comparable WinTel systems, are much 
more elegant than the “straight laptops” from 
Dell, Hewlett Packard, Toshiba, etc., offer 
more features right in operating system 
(music, movie, and video creation programs, for 
example) – and, as stated above, unlike years 
ago, files are compatible so we can “mix-and 
match” across different operating systems.

Google Is Now In The Act – There are 
a wide range of laptops called “Chromebooks” 
(mostly very lightweight and inexpensive) 
that run on Google’s “Chrome Operating 
System.” They are cloud based and they 
come with access to Google Drive’s set 
of Office programs. One can also link 
as I do to Microsoft’s One Drive Suite 
which contains a set of Office programs. 
Chromebook sales are on the rise —actually 
surging – the research firm NPD stated 
that “Chromebooks accounted for 35% of all 
US commercial laptop sales during the first six 
months of 2014.” Microsoft is apparently 
taking the Chromebook surge seriously 
-- It has established a webpage to argue 
why Windows is better than Chrome OS 
(http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/
windows-8/compare-chromebook), 
and it is promoting low-cost Windows 
laptops “ http://www.information-
week.com/mobile/mobile-devices/
chromebook-sales-surge/.

I have used all of the devices and plat-
forms mentioned above (and more over the 
years) and my current choice is the Surface 
2 which I am using at the moment and, for 
full laptop functionality the recently released 
Surface Pro 3 (I regularly use the Surface Pro 
2). In a May review this year “Microsoft 
Surface Pro 3 Is the Best Everything 
Device Ever Made” (http://mashable.
com/2014/05/30/microsoft-surface-
pro-3-review/). Mashable’s Pete Pascal 
writes “I don’t know if a single machine will ever 
satisfy all our digital needs, but when it comes to 
device unity, the Surface Pro 3 is simply the best 
product ever made.” – I agree! Yet there is a 
possible risk to choosing these models -- just 
three months later in an article in the same 
publication, “4 Reasons Microsoft’s Surface 
Might Bite the Dust” (http://mashable.
com/2014/08/08/4-reasons-microsoft-
surface-fail), Todd Wasserman writes “A 
report in Computerworld that tallied Microsoft’s 
losses on the tablet device at $1.7 billion so far 
started the discussion about when exactly 
Microsoft will pull the plug on the product.” 
Confusing, huh? Although Wassermann 
lays out reasons why Microsoft “might” pull 
the plug, he quotes a very positive statement 
from a Microsoft representative, showing 
strong support for the product “It’s been 

playing grows on. Especially when you 
package Cale’s subtle guitar with his 
haunting vocals and keen songwrit-
ing skills - exemplifying the unique JJ 

Cale persona as one of the great stylistic 
musicians of all time. That being said, 
this recording captures JJ Cale’s spirit. 
Everything moves along at “his” similar 
relaxed pace - where I’m sure that Cale 

would have approved “The Breeze – An 
Appreciation of JJ Cale.” It’s a definitive 
recording that is as close to recreat-
ing a lifelike extension of Cale’s legacy 
as a musician. It’s also one the best 

recordings of 2014. Enjoy!

Putignano can be directly contacted at: 
bob8003@yahoo.com

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with 
his Sounds of Blue radio show: http://
www.SoundsofBlue.com ; Previously a 

senior contributing editor at Blues Revue, 
Blueswax, and Goldmine magazines, and 
Music Editor for the Yonkers Tribune, 
The Westchester Guardian, and Making 
A Scene. Direct email to Bob Putignano: 
bob8003@yahoo.com

Eric Clapton & Friends  “the Breeze – an appreciation of JJ Cale”
Continued from page 11

Continued on page 13

http://www.wfs.org
http://www.wfs.org
http://www.themp.org
http://www.themp.org
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbId=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG%254%5B%22a
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbId=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG%254%5B%22a
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbId=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG%254%5B%22a
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbId=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG%254%5B%22a
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbId=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG%254%5B%22a
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dp/0988263912/ref=mtr_f_abba-metro_dp_f?tag=abba-metro-us-20&tagbase=abba-metro&tbId=li%3CL%24%25IC%2F%5EWYbG%254%5B%22a
http://mashable.com/2014/05/30/microsoft-surface-pro-3-review/
http://mashable.com/2014/05/30/microsoft-surface-pro-3-review/
http://mashable.com/2014/05/30/microsoft-surface-pro-3-review/
http://mashable.com/2014/08/08/4-reasons-microsoft-surface-fail
http://mashable.com/2014/08/08/4-reasons-microsoft-surface-fail
http://mashable.com/2014/08/08/4-reasons-microsoft-surface-fail
http://wfdu.fm
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.MakingAScene.org
http://www.MakingAScene.org
mailto:bob8003@yahoo.com


Page 13THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, AUGUST 21, 2014 

By JOHN SIMON
The Swiss playwright 
Friedrich Durrenmatt’s 
“The Visit of the Old 
Lady,” as the German 
original is titled—In 

America, just “The Visit,” because old 

ladies do not sell—is a masterpiece. 
However, the musical, adapted from 
Maurice Valency’s inadequate American 
translation, is a tricky business worthy of 
some discussion.

Because the musical, just mounted 
by the worthy Williamstown Theatre 
Festival, is thought to be Broadway 
bound, I traveled to Williamstown to 
catch its final performance. There were 
additional reasons, the main one being 
Chita Rivera, repeating her starring role, 
and, at 81, still the great dancing, singing 
and acting diva, her age hardly, if at all, 
showing.

Another point of interest is the 
terrific score by John Kander and Fred 
Ebb, their last as the team that gave 
us such masterworks as “Cabaret” and 
“Chicago” among several others, Ebb 
having died in 2004. In their musical of 
“The Visit,” book by Terence McNally, 
there isn’t a single unwinning number, 
with at least four destined for the Great 
American Songbook. No one will put 
them across better than the incompa-
rable Chita.

Herewith a précis of the German 
plot. In the small Central European 
town of Gullen,

Alfred Ill (in America, Schill), 
20, and Klari Wascher, 17, were lovers. 
Pregnant, she was dumped by Alfred, 
who instead married the better-off 
daughter of the family-owned general 
store. Klari sued for support, but Alfred 
made her out promiscuous, as confirmed 
by two suborned witnesses and one 
prejudiced judge. Turned into a whore, 
she left town and, beautiful and clever, 

married a succession of six rich husbands, 
one of them the billionaire Zacharissian. 
Now in her 60s, as widowed Claire 
Zacharissian, the richest woman in the 
world, she returns to Gullen to exact 
justice, a/k/a vengeance.

Gullen is on the verge of bankruptcy, 
what with Claire having anonymously 
bought up everything of worth in and 
around it. She is welcomed as a favorite 
daughter and certain benefactress, the 
town’s savior. Indeed she will give the 

exciting to see the response to the Surface Pro 3 
from individuals and businesses alike. In fact, 
Surface Pro 3 sales are already outpacing prior 
versions of Surface Pro. The Surface business 
generated more than $2B in revenue for the fiscal 
year 2014 and $409 million in revenue during 
Q4 FY14 alone, the latter of which included just 
ten days of Intel Core i5 Surface Pro 3 sales in 
Canada and the U.S.” I accept the statement 

and plan to get the Surface Pro 3.
One might also consider the alterna-

tives to Microsoft Office. They are explained 
very well in a Wall Street Journal article 
by Joanna Stern who lays out the various 
choices very well in a column “Do You 
Really Need Microsoft Office Anymore?” 
(http://online.wsj.com/articles/do-you-
really-need-microsoft-office-anymore-
1407873198?mod=Tech_newsreel_1). 

At the end of the piece, she is supportive 
of Microsoft’s “Office 365” subscription 
service, writing “At this point, the free options 
from Google, Apple and even Microsoft do just 
enough, which means paying only makes sense 
if you’re shopping for cloud storage, too. That’s 
where Office 365 adds up: Not only do you (and 
your spouse, your kids and maybe even your 
mom) get a terabyte of online storage but you 
get all the Office extras. If it’s just you, though, 

a terabyte from Google will cost about the same. 
Me, I’ll keep bouncing between Google and 
Microsoft, but when the day comes—and it 
surely will—that cloud storage is free for every-
body, how will Microsoft rationalize the high 
cost of Office? We’ll always have the memories.”

Once again the choice is yours – and, 
even if what you choose turns out to be a 
mistake, you’ll have another chance in two 
- to - four years. I’d appreciate seeing your 
experiences in this area at johnmac13@
gmail.com.

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 

examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college pro-
fessor and radio host. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at www.
johnmac13.com, his books are available on 
Amazon, and he blogs at http://open.salon.com/
blog/johnmac13.
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one helluva old Lady
EYE on thEatRE

Michelle Veintimilla and Chita Rivera, in 
“The Visit.”

Continued on page 14

http://online.wsj.com/articles/do-you-really-need-microsoft-office-anymore-1407873198?mod=Tech_newsreel_1
http://online.wsj.com/articles/do-you-really-need-microsoft-office-anymore-1407873198?mod=Tech_newsreel_1
http://online.wsj.com/articles/do-you-really-need-microsoft-office-anymore-1407873198?mod=Tech_newsreel_1
file:///Users/davidwatterson/Documents/Active%20Jobs/Westchester%20Guardian/8_21/Text/Community/../Downloads/johnmac13@gmail.com
file:///Users/davidwatterson/Documents/Active%20Jobs/Westchester%20Guardian/8_21/Text/Community/../Downloads/johnmac13@gmail.com
http://www.johnmac13.com
http://www.johnmac13.com
http://open.salon.com/blog/johnmac13
http://open.salon.com/blog/johnmac13
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town a billion, and another billion to 
be divided among the citizenry, on one 
condition: Alfred delivered to her as a 
corpse. Outraged, the town rejects such 
a bargain.

She has quite an entourage: two 
huge, gum-chewing ex-convicts who 
carry her about in a litter, and a pair of 
small, squealing, yea-saying creatures, 
blinded and castrated at her behest, plus 
a butler. The pair are the former false 
witnesses; the butler, the ex-judge. There 
is also a pet black panther in a cage that 
escapes and is killed. Klari used to call 
Alfred her panther. She moves into the 
hotel and says, “I can wait.”

The townsfolk envisage future 
prosperity in denial of the precondi-
tion. Everyone, everywhere is buying 
luxury goods on credit, freely accorded 
to all. The whole town revives, and 
even Alfred’s family and store are 
richly revamped. Only one person, the 
schoolmaster, loudly agitates against the 
murderous bargain, and is duly attacked 
for it. Driven to drink, he ends up 
joining the hell-bent community.

He alone foresees the worst and is 
afraid, his fear universally ridiculed as 
absurd. He tries to leave town, but sur-
rounding him at the railway station are 
the leading citizens: burgomaster, police 
chief, physician, painter, gym teacher 
and others. “Only there “to see you off ”, 
they say, but, without laying a hand on 
him, they scare him into not boarding 
the train.

There is also a bit of a love story. 
Claire and Alfred meet by chance in the 
woods where they used to make love. 
They share a bench, romancing, and 
Claire telling the by now repentant and 
reconciled Alfred, how she’ll take him to 
Capri in the coffin she brought along to 
a mausoleum with a seaside view, where, 
always in her sight, they will remain per-
manently reunited.

Members of the international press 
arrive and are lied to. After a car trip 
with his now affluent family, the repen-
tant Alfred faces the inevitable. The 
town has visibly reverted to prosperity, 
and the mortal ritual concludes with a 
kind of Greek drama chorus, led by the 
prominent citizens and joined by the 
community.

Clearly we have here more than 
a play about greed, as most reviewers 

would have it. Rather it is about the cor-
ruptibility of the community, managing 
hypocritically to convert their guilt into 
a pseudo-moral act of justice. Impugned 
is democracy as trial by community. 
Claire and that community are twin 
protagonists, equally culpable. She is not 
innocent either, but not ripe for a death 
sentence.

One of the best things about the 
play is its slow but ineluctable rhythm. It 
is the devilish gradualness of the change 
from indignation to compliance that 
makes for fascination, as if nail by nail 
were being driven into Alfred’s coffin. 
The suspenseful progress from bad to 
worse behavior is what sucks us in, and 
our very involvement makes us sharers 
in the monstrous.

The musical worked in the two-act 
version well enough, first in Chicago and 

one helluva old Lady
EYE on thEatRE

Chita Rivera, far right, in “The Visit.”

Roger Rees, David Garrison, Aaron Ramey, Jude McCormick, Melanie Field, Timothy Shew, Diana DiMarzio, Judy Kuhn, and Jason Danieley, 
in “The Visit.”

Continued from page 13

Continued on page 15
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EYE on thEatRE

later Washington, aided by solid direc-
tion from Frank Galati and delightful 
choreography by Ann Reinking. To 
provide some dancing, an invented early 
scene had two dancers impersonate the 
young lovers balletically, presumably as a 
memory in their old selves.

But then one of the produc-
ers, bookwriter McNally’s boyfriend, 
found the thing too long and boring. 
A new (bad) director, John Doyle, was 
brought in and a new choreographer, 

Graciela Daniele. It was decided that 
the lovers should permeate the entire 
show, awkwardly intermingling with 
the present characters. The work was cut 
by some 25 minutes into a 95-minute 
one-acter, thus losing the slow, bril-
liantly conceived progression. Needed 
minor characters were economically 
eliminated. And Durrennmatt’s scene 
changes, in full view of the audience, 
ignored. Particularly annoying now are 
the dozen or so large black suitcases, 
preposterously carried to Claire’s hotel 
by the leading characters, then somehow 
reissuing as beds, benches, platforms as 
shifted around by the now skeleton cast, 
which by Doyle and Daniele’s obsession 
tends to parade around in circles.

We now have an impressive but 
inappropriate set by Scott Pask: a row 

of huge, moth-eaten arches with some 
underbrush intertwined, receding diago-
nally into the distance. It is much too 
grandiose and needlessly unreal. There is, 
however, in the German text, a curious 
now excised unrealistic bit of stagecraft. 
In the forest bench

 scene, the playwright has, now 
excised, a quartet of townies imper-
sonating trees and birds, and another 
one providing guitar riffs. Durrenmatt 
claims, in a program note to the Zurich 
premiere, that this was “not surrealism, 
but a somewhat painful love story—

the attempt at rapprochement between 
an old man and an old woman—pro-
jected into a poetic stage space, and so 
becoming bearable.” That strikes me as 
disingenuous, but I daresay it can be 
effective.

The cast in this revival, including 
such stalwarts as David Garrison, Judy 
Kuhn and Jason Danieley, performs gal-
lantly with one unfortunate exception. 
That is the good Roger Rees, who here, 
on the director’s or his own prompt-
ing, plays Alfred as a severe neurotic, 
almost a lunatic, presumably a prey to 
his clinging guilt. This is all wrong: he 
is an ordinary man, just like you or me, 
with the past long forgotten.

Hence the effect of his gradual 
transformation concurrent with that of 
the town.

The orchestra, under David 
Loud, performs flawlessly, and there is 
splendid, highly imaginative and yet 
credible lighting by Japhy Weideman, 
who goes from strengths to strength. But 
the reason for not missing this revival is 
manifest: the great Chita Rivera, in what 
may well be her farewell performance, 

unforgettable in every detail and, I dare 
say it, miraculous. Missing it is a lasting 
loss.

Photos by and courtesy of Paul Fox.

For more information, visit: wtfestival.org.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 

for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. He 
reviews books for the New York Times 
Book Review and Washington Post. To 
learn more, visit the hwww.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

  

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Studio $1200/month                                                  
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops • Laundry On-Site

 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 
Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

one helluva old Lady

Chita Rivera, Tom Nelis, Chris Newcomer, and Matthew Deming, in “The Visit.”

Continued from page 14

http://wtfestival.org/
http://www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

goVERnMEnt

Bedford town Board Seeks a Safer Cherry Street
By RICH MONETTI
On Wednesday, August 
5th, the Bedford Town 
Board held the first of its 
two monthly meetings at 

the Town Hall. Adapting changes to the 
local Film Ordinance Law and address-
ing the issue of traffic safety on Cherry 
Street were the major issues discussed.

But the gathering began with a pre-
sentation by Patty Warble, Executive 
Director of the Drug Abuse Prevention 
Council in Bedford. Hoping to extend 
their collaboration with the town, 
Warble expressed the importance of 
intervening very early on. “I liken it to 
throwing pebbles in a lake – you don’t 
know where the ripples will go, but they 
definitely go somewhere,” said Warble.

At the same time, Warble clarified 
the need for continued support from 
the town in hopes of offering effective 
programs for Bedford’s youth. “They 
have to be professional presentations 
because kids are more sophisticated, and 
that’s expensive,” said Warble.

The justification for Bedford’s con-
tinued funding of the program was 

summed up by the Supervisor in a simple 
indicator. “Your program has been rep-
licated in schools all over Westchester 
County,” said Chris Burdick.

The docket then turned to the 
procedures filmmakers must satisfy 
when they want to shoot on location 
in Bedford. “The film ordinance is too 
cumbersome so we want to be able to 
react on a faster basis and not lose out 
on the income and business,” said Town 
Clerk Boo Fumagalli.

As is, all requests must go before the 
board. The proposed amendment puts 
the request before the town clerk who 
can approve on the spot. “If it’s clear that 
no permit is required, that’s a type one 
approval,” said Supervisor Burdick.

At the next level of possible disrup-
tion to the community, the clerk can 
still bypass the board and go directly 
to the Building, Highway or Police 
Departments to make a decision based 
on their clarifications. Otherwise, the 
clerk can refer to the town board if dis-
ruptions such as afterhours shooting, 
exterior filming, proximity to the com-
munity, and the amount of vehicles 
involved become obtrusive.

A rejection by the clerk can also 
be appealed to the town board, and 
the amendment also gives the building 
inspector power to hold the applicant 
to the specs provided for by the permit. 
The Board then set the permit fee for 
TV commercials and short films to 
$3,500, feature films and TV shows to 
$5,000, $100 for PSAs and no charge for 
student projects.

Once passed, the board switched 
gears onto the more real life issue of 
speed and safety on Cherry Street. Often 
serving as a short cut to the Saw Mill for 
rush hour traffic, the residential street 
also has students walking to Katonah 
Elementary School every morning.

Up for consideration was the depth 
of traffic study to address the situation. 
$7000 would pay for the school crossing 
at Valley Road, while the cost would run 
into the tens of thousands to study the 
entire street.

The public discussion proceeded 
along the lines of making the Valley Road 
study a phase one step in the face of the 
fast approaching school year. But Board 
Member Peter Chryssos still questioned 
the direction of the conversation. “I’m 

wondering if the study is too narrow in 
scope, because one change can impact 
the next,” said Chryssos.

Speaking directly to this idea is the 
uphill climb off the Route 35 entrance 
that almost automatically has drivers 
speeding down the decline. So a discus-
sion of a stop sign has long been part of 
the conversation.

That was the foundation of all the 
issues for David Parry, founder of A 
Safer Cherry Street. “Until we address 
the fire hose of traffic aimed at Cherry 
Street at rush hour, we’re really not 
addressing the problem,” said Parry.

Nonetheless, Janet Anderson of 
Cherry Street questioned the need 
for any study when the fixes seem like 

common sense. “Other than the state 
regulation requiring study whenever 
stop signs are proposed,” said Board 
Member Chryssos, “Lawyers are part 
of the law of unintended consequences. 
Certain situations seems intuitive but 
are not when they end up in court.”

Even so, the conversation drifted 
back to the expediency of Valley Road 
with proposals of Cobblestoned cross-
walks, a fog line and plastic pylons. 
Chryssos suggestion was much more 
hands on and easiest to implement. 
“Let’s put a crossing guard there when 
school begins,” said Chryssos.

The banter back and forth even-
tually narrowed to the supervisor’s 
statement of the obvious need to do 
something quickly. As such, Burdick put 
forth a motion to ensue with a study at 
the intersection of Cherry Street and 
Valley Road.

Passing 3-2 with board members 
Corcoran and Gabrielson deferring, 
there was definitely an ending consensus 
that seeks a second phase once the first 
is completed.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003. He lives in Westchester County.

GovernmentSection

advertising Sales
the westchester guardian is seeking an enthusiastic & eager 

sales professional that has a passion to succeed. this is a fantastic 
opportunity to join westchester’s most influential weekly in a vital 
position. You will be selling print and online advertising to existing 

and prospective businesses.

direct your resume to hezi aris - ehezi@hush.com 
telephone inquiries after 12 noon: 914-458-1001.
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Only a handful 
of doctors in 

the US offer this 
surgery!

Call us today for your Free Consultation!*
(914) 712-6365      
White Plains office: 34 South Broadway, Suite 504 • MyNYCpodiatrist.com

   Groundbreaking
  Treatment  for your   
      Foot Pain!

We call it Minimally Invasive Surgery. 
You’ll call it a Miracle.

• In and out surgery in one day
• No stitches
• Walk out of the office after surgery!

Do you have Painful 
Hammertoes or Bunions?

 *(does not include 
    testing or x-rays)

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

the Loneliness of the Center Fielder
PoLitiCS

By NEIL HOLBERT
So do we or don’t we have a “foreign policy”?
I mean what do we do (or don’t do) about 
Putin and Ukraine? (Yes, it’s unheard of in 
world history for a great nation detaching 
a peninsula (or maybe an isthmus) from 
another nation to secure movements of its 
fleet.) But even so, how should we respond? 
Don’t we have a keyed-in response some-
where? Shouldn’t we have figured out 
whether we care that many Russian-
speaking Ukrainians really consider 
themselves Russian anyway? Stuff like that. 
But whatever, to repeat, shouldn’t we have 
a policy? After all, we did have a Monroe 
Doctrine and a Truman Doctrine, so why 
not….

And the Middle East and, for that 
matter, the rest of Asia too. What’s our 
policy there? There must be one, surely, now 
that we have discarded (we have discarded 
it, haven’t we?) the old one of sending 
American troops into distant shores like 
Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan, and 
spending blood and treasure for people who 
mostly don’t want us and, surely, don’t buy 
into our mothers-milk affection for options, 
opinions, opportunities, openness, and all 
that stuff… like freedom and democracy 

and inclusiveness.
So in this dangerous foreign sphere, are 

we just making it all up as we go along?
And as to domestic affairs (maybe 

not so dangerous, but, er, closer to home) 
shouldn’t our fractious government have 
a policy there too? Should there not be a 
coherent view that will satisfy those who 
think that the old are robbing the young 
blind by gobbling up all those entitlements 
and those who think that the old have paid 
for them already; and satisfy those who 
think that we need a Washington who will 
look over (and not overlook) abuses in the 
financial system and those who think that 
that just kills the animal spirits that are nec-
essary to make our system work; and also 
satisfy those who think that the ethnic mix 
we have now is just right, and those who 
think that this nation has always been a 
nation of immigrants (since the time of the 
Asian-born “American” Indians?).

So here’s the question.
Anybody know what those “policies” 

are—foreign and domestic?
And if they are, should they be?
Or are they perhaps dangerous and 

delusional?
This center fielder listens with a careful 

ear to the shrill demands of both of the out-
fielders around him… deriving from their 
“basic” beliefs, whose “bases” may just be 

fictional and fatuous.
Me?
I’m listening and waiting.
Me?
Like I say, I’m a center fielder.
The left fielder, for example, says the 

government is the answer, because it is, in 
fact, us. (Even clearer in the US: just use 
those capital (and Capitol) letters.)

The right fielder says the government 
is the problem, adding that if the gov-
ernment is the answer, it must be a very 
deformed question.

The left fielder warms to those 
offended by society, the right fielder to 
those offended by offenders.

The left fielder shudders at government 
interference with our should-be-free-from-
interference communications, the right 
fielder says don’t worry if you’re not saying 
anything worrisome to the public order.

The left fielder, in extremis, believes 
that our way—gleaming and alabaster-
like as it is-- is, in fact, our way, and still is 
repelled by our quasicolonial adventures 
from time to time. The right fielder, on 
the other hand, sings the whole national 
anthem and is more likely to take to the 
stirring words: Then conquer we must/If our 
cause it is just. ( Just what? …wonders the 
left fielder.)

So okay, where does “policy” enter into 

all of this?
“Policy” is not a whim, a response to 

perceived outrage, but rather a program 
based on a whole series of steps, well-known 
to any management analyst: mission, sce-
narios, strategy, tactics, execution, control, 
feedback, assessment, feedforward.

Or whatever sequence you may prefer.
But sequence.
Not—to say it again-- a naked expres-

sion of a whim, based on a razor-sharp ism, 
learned cycles and cycles ago.

As the center fielder knows, isms must 
become wasisms… whether they concern 
matters here or abroad.

This center fielder, on foreign policy 
for example, shares the poetry of America 
as the shining city on the hill, and applauds 
the heroism of Americans who have fought 
against the descension of darkness in the 
world, and who in extremis (again) may 
have to do so again, but warns against insuf-
ferable unilateralism, even if we are a great 
power. Let the past be a guide, but not an 
icy and rigid taskmaster.

The center fielder hears the words of 
Winston Churchill ring in his conscious-
ness (1935, over the Italian assault on 
Ethiopia):

We must do our duty, but we must do 
it with other nations only in accordance 
with the obligations which others recog-
nize as well. We are not strong enough to 
be the lawgiver and the spokesman of the 
world We will do our part, but we cannot 

be asked to do more than our part in these 
matters.

And on domestic policy, the center 
fielder has heard sense and dangers from 
both corner outfielders.

This center fielder is not a mugwump 
(sitting on the fence with his mug on one 
side and his wump on the other), but 
neither will he be rash and doctrinaire. He 
will not look to left field or right field for 
policy, but will proceed towards the infield 
and home plate, where he hopes he will 
find a tasty dish of intelligence (not data, 
but wisdom) which can be cooked up into 
something we can all usefully digest, actions 
that will focus on goals and not methods, 
on ideas rather than ideologies.

We don’t need “policies” just to have 
them.

We need them to serve as guides and 
anchors that we can weigh, drop, use, reuse, 
and revise as we move on.

That’s what we center fielders believe.
Too bad there’s only one of us on a 

team.

Neil Bruce Holbert, Ph. D. , is currently 
cycling into his fifth interweaving career., 
ESL teacher, and has been, and is, variously, 
a marketing analyst, writer, and adjunct and 
full-time university teacher of Marketing and 
Management.
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CITY OF STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT
www.stamfordct.gov

Police Officer Recruitment
Searching for an interesting and 
meaningful career? The City of 
Stamford is currently accepting   ap-
plications for the position of Police 
Officer. This position is general duty 
police work involving responsibility 
for the protection of life and prop-
erty; the prevention, detection and 
investigation of crime; and for main-
taining law and order. 

HELP WANTED

 • Must be a citizen of the
 United States of America.

• Possess a high school diploma 
or a G.E.D. 

• Possess a valid motor vehicle 
operator’s license.

• Must be at least 21 years of age 
at time of appointment (can be 20 

years of age at time of examination)

• Must be of good moral character 
and reputation. No felony, domestic 
violence, A misdemeanor or B mis-

demeanor criminal convictions.

CANDIDATE REQUIREMENTS

The City of Stamford offers an excel-
lent benefits package that includes 
paid vacation days, extra paid days 
off, paid personal days, full medical, 
dental and prescription coverage, 
paid sick time, educational incen-

tives, uniform allowance, retirement 
benefits, deferred compensation and 

extra duty pay.  

Starting salary will be $55,625   

The City of Stamford is an equal
 opportunity employer.  Minorities and 
females are encouraged to apply.  Inter-
ested applicants wanting more informa-

tion or to apply should visit: 

www.stamfordct.gov/human-resources  
or contact 

spdrecruiting@stamfordct.gov 

THE CITY OF STAMFORD                                    
is seeking qualified applicants for 

the following positions:
RESEARCH ANALYST

Salary:  $76,196 - $102,855/Annually    
ICE RINK MANAGER

Salary:  $70,507 - $90,855 (Annually)
Applications can be obtained at

www.stamfordct.gov or
 City of Stamford, 

Human Resources Department, 
888 Washington Boulevard

Stamford, Connecticut 06904 
 A resume and/or other correspondence will 

not be considered as equivalent to an applica-
tion.  For additional information call the 
Human Resources Department 

(203) 977-4070.                  
Equal Opportunity Employer

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, a 
domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with the NY State Secretary 
of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: West-
chester County. The secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against the 
LLC may be served.  The secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any such process against the LLC 
to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, NY 10708. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity

TARRYTOWN VIEW LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/20/13 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Rochelle, 
NY 10801 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT N. ROMANO PLLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/25/14 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC 15 North 
Mill St Nyack, NY 10960 Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

179 BRONX HOLDING LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/11/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Rochelle, 
NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

453 NORTH REALTY LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/28/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 10 W. Broad St Mount Vernon, 
NY 10552. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST Rye, 
NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange ST 
Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE 
Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of a Proceeding Under 
Article 10 of the Family Court Act 

MARKESTE BLAIR (d.o.b.6/7/14),      Docket No.: NN- 08598-14              
                                                                                                                    FU No.    119224

A Child Under Eighteen Years of Age   
Alleged to be Neglected by                                                                  
                                                                                                 SUMMONS and INQUEST NOTICE 
SHADANA BENNETT,                  (Child Neglect Case)

Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST 
RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TER-
MINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE AGENCY 
MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS 
PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DE-
TERMINES THE CHILD(REN) SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER 
AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN 
FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION(S) FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) 
AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NE-
GLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY 
OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

A Petition under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court, and annexed 
hereto        YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 10601, on OCTOBER 9, 2014, at 
10:00 o’clock in the x morning of that day to answer the petition and to be dealt with in accordance 
with Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed a warrant may be issued for your arrest and/or the 
Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the petition as provided by law. 

Dated: 8/   /14.  ______/S/______ 
      Clerk of Court
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 Holistic Health Services   
 240 North Ave. Suite 204 A
New Rochelle, NY 10801  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

By HEZI ARIS
All too often 
Westchesterites perceive 
that politicians recoil 
from accommodating 
one another, preferring 

instead to point an accusatory finger of 
disdain upon the other. This is in fact a 
misnomer. It was on July 28, 2014, that 
the Yonkers Tribune published “THE 
HEZITORIAL EXCLUSIVE: Former 
Human Resources Commissioner Paula 
Redd Zeeman Seeks Re-employment 
by Yonkers to Qualify for Medical 
Insurance Coverage By HEZI ARIS”.

Years prior to Paula Redd 
Zeeman’s  dismissal from the City of 
Yonkers as Yonkers Human Resources 
Commissioner, Paula Redd Zeeman was 
employed by the Westchester County 
Board of Elections (WCBoE) on a nod 
and a “wink, wink” from Westchester 
County Democratic Committee 
Chairman Reginald A. LaFayette. A 
“shout out to Paula Redd Zeeman for 
focusing my attention into the cesspool 
of intrigue and alleged “unbecoming” 
conduct by a few at the WCBoE.

After Ms Zeeman’s departure from 
the WCBoE, my memory was jostled by 
her eventual successor, Lila E. Kirton. 
Ms. Kirton had a personal relationship 
with David Paterson when he was New 
York State Governor. Prior to taking the 
position with the WCBoE, Ms. Kirton 
was hired to work as Chief of Staff for 
Westchester County Board Legislator 
Chairman Ken Jenkins at a salary of 
$135,000 per annum. Yet when Mr 
Jenkins lost his effort to challenge fellow 
Democrat Noam Bramson in the party’s 
designation of   a Democrat standard 
bearer to Noam Bramson, Mr. Jenkins 
would soon find himself losing the chair-
manship of the Westchester County 
Board.  When Legislator Michael 
Kaplowitz succeeded Mr Jenkins shortly 
thereafter,  Ms. Kirton was relieved 
of future employment by Chairman 
Kaplowitz.  That crisis became a reality 
for which Mr. Jenkins found personal 
remedy, becoming Yonkers Industrial 
Development Agency President. Ms 

Kirton found employ with the WCBoE, 
replacing Ms. Zeeman who became 
Commissioner at Yonkers Department 
of human Resources.

So far so good. Except for Mr. John 
and Mrs. Mary Public. It seems Ms 
Kirton has hidden behind a curtain of 
a different kind. She is paid 
approximately $90,000 
plus benefits per 
annum at her “no 
show” job at the 
Westchester County 
B o a r d 

o f 
Elections.

Not to be 
outdone, Westchester 
Republican County 
Committee Law Chairman Guy Parisi, 
Esq., a Rye resident, is said to operate his 
law practice at no cost out of the offices 
of Westchester County Republican 
Co-Chairman Doug A. Colety, who is 
also the Election Commissioner. The 
issue with respect to Mr Parisi is that 
he is operating his business out of the 
Commissioner’s office and he has no 
authority to use the premises toward 
any regard other than to make inquiry 
of the WCBoE. He has no other rights. 
While he does not get paid, taxpay-
ers pay for the offices of the WCBoE. 
Mr Parisi needs to clear himself out of 
the premises. He can easily afford to 
spend whatever it costs to set up shop in 
White Plains. If he can’t afford it,  there 
is always the concept of setting up a 
home/office.

It is evident by the two circum-
stances described above that no conflicts 
or ethical concerns would ever come to 
mind or even legal scrutiny when one 
can lay their head to sleep every night 
knowing that while one person washes 
one back, the other must wash the back 
of the first. A perfect “check” to obscure 
any chance for a “mate”, that in the game 
of “chess”, a “mate” is always found. 
On second thought, perhaps there is a 
“mate” after all.

Dominion Votings Systems is 
a voting system vendor, 

replete with a 
marking device 
and tabula-
tor. In a business 
proposal prepared 
with respect to the 
State of Colorado, 
for Al Davidson, 
Department of 
State, on December 
4, 2013, regard-
ing the Request for 
proposal (RFP # 

CDOS-UVS-2013-
01), many underwent and 

approved the implementa-
tion of the product. Among those 

involved were the State of Louisiana, 
City of Chicago and Cook County, 
IL, and Monroe and Westchester 
Counties, NY. Commissioner Reginald 
A. Lafayette, Democrat, signed on 
behalf of Westchester County, NY, 
as Commissioner Douglas Colety, 
Republican, signed on behalf of 
Westchester County, NY. They agreed 
to have the full system implemented 
for use in 52 of 58 election districts in 
New York State on equipment initially 
purchased as far back as 2008, incorpo-
rating the latest software upgrades, and 
to meet all HAVA regulations, including 
the use of Image Cast Ballot marking 
devices for the upcoming 2014 elections.

The only pertinent issue now is on 
how many junkets did our Honorable 
Co-chairmen participate at Dominion 
Votings Systems participate and with 
whom?

Feeding Frenzy at the taxpayer’s Expense 
thE hEZitoRiaL anaLYSiS 

OpEdSection
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Free or low-cost monthly premiums
For children under 19 who live in New York State.
There are no copays for care or services. Coverage
may be free or as little as $9 per child per month
based on income and family size. 

Benefits to keep kids healthy and on the go
• Well-child care and checkups  
• Immunizations
• Prescription drugs
• X-rays and lab tests
• Diagnosis and treatment of illness and injury
• Dental and vision care
• Hospital inpatient and emergency care
• Speech and hearing care
• and much more!

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

Do You or Does Your Child Need Health Insurance?

Child Health Plus

Apply for enrollment all year long 
for these New York State-sponsored health insurance programs

For more information about Medicaid Managed Care call New York Medicaid Choice at 1-800-541-2831. For more information about Medicaid and Child Health Plus call New York Health Options at 1-800-
541-2831. To learn more about applying for health insurance through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777. 

No monthly premiums!
Medicaid Managed Care is for children and adults
who live in New York State and who meet certain
income and disability requirements.

Benefits for you and your family
• Checkups
• Well-child visits
• Preventive care
• Immunizations
• Women’s health and pregnancy care
• Treatment for illness or injury
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital, emergency, and urgent care
• Prescription drug coverage (copays may apply)
• Dental care
• Eye exams and glasses
• Speech and hearing therapy (limits may apply)
• and much more!

It’s easy to apply - all year long!
Apply for Child Health Plus and Medicaid Managed Care offered by Fidelis Care through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace,
at www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. A Fidelis Care Representative can help you complete an application form. Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547).

Medicaid


