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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

Of Significance

FeatureSection
The New York State Budget, The Moreland Commission, 
Ethics Reform and the Gubernatorial Election

THE HEZITORIAL ANALYSIS

By HEZI ARIS
The Moreland Com-
mission has generated a 
lot of hysteria, but way too 
thick a smoke screen of 
obfuscation. Throw in the 

Real Estate Board of New York, Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s Secretary Lawrence 
Schwartz, the alleged protagonists that 
cajoled this crisis into fevered pitch and 
you learn of fiction concocted to titillate 
while seemingly validating a well-man-
aged plot whose plausible scenarios feign 
credibility. The facts differ from those 
offered by pundits who sense a smolder-
ing fire. Let’s review what is known and 
the facets that fit into a puzzle that has 
eluded those watching this hoped for sala-
cious story as it unfurls before an audience 
riveted to the shenanigans of Albany. The 
cage is being rattled. Nothing has been 
revealed; intentioned or political or illegal.

Hobbled with a seemingly endless 
diet of innuendos, scandals, and subse-
quent arrests, Gov. Andrew Cuomo set 
up the Moreland Commission to create a 
perception of ethical conduct among the 
members of the New York State Senate.

In the meanwhile, the contentious-
ness recognized in backroom discussions, 
and the recalcitrance intimated publicly 
before the New York State Senate, sug-
gested New York State Senate Majority 
Co-leader Dean Skelos was reluctant 
to cast his votes for Governor Cuomo’s 
Proposed FY2014-2015 New York State 
Budget; to be also supported by the votes 
of his Co-leader Jeff Klein, head of the 
independent Democratic Conference.

In the meanwhile, the ten-member 
New York State District Attorneys who 
presided over the Moreland Commission, 
had learned that some Senators’ conduct 
was illegal. It would soon be learned that 
they numbered twenty.

Members of the New York State 
Senate are permitted to apply for transpor-
tation re-imbursement costs, that is, items 
such as gasoline, and toll costs. By law, the 
same Senators are entitled to charge their 
election campaign efforts for transporta-
tion re-imbursement. The illegality was 

revealed when it was discovered that some 
Senators filed for reimbursement from the 
New York State Senate, his/her political 
campaign effort, and or re-imbursement 
for miles travelled on Federal Income Tax 
returns. That would amount to double or 
triple dipping. A definite “No, no!” Not 
ethical and not legal.

Out of a current roster of 63 New 
York State Senators, 20 were found to 
be double-dipping. The twenty were all 
Republicans.

Gov. Cuomo approached Senator 

Skelos with a backroom “solution”. Gov. 
Cuomo would dismiss the Moreland 
Commission in exchange for a horse-trade 
with Sen. Skelos; rather than maintain his 
reluctance toward approving the budget, 
Sen. Skelos would instead approve 
Gov. Cuomo’s Proposed FY2014-2015 
Budget. By dismantling the Moreland 
Commission, the 20 Senators engaged in 
allegedly illegal conduct would be free of 
a paper trail that if found, could exacer-
bate their earlier than expected political 

Continued on page 3

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moreland_Act
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_Estate_Board_of_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Cuomo
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http://www.nysenate.gov/
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By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
Often, when looking back 
at a bungled disaster, you 
wonder what the players 

were thinking, especially if they’re smart 
and experienced. As we examine the 
Morelandgate catastrophe, we needn’t 
bother wondering. We know, and it’s no 
comfort.

The whole enterprise was created 
as a political sledgehammer to weaken 
the Legislature’s ability to challenge the 
governor. As The New York Times reports, 
it was “purely a vehicle for the governor 
to get legislation. Another notch for 
his re-election campaign.” And the 
governor himself suggested legal 
maneuvers to “squeeze the Legislature.” 
Ethics, shmethics. We’re in charge here.

Politics ain’t beanbags, but this goes 
way beyond what we expect. Or does it?

Larry Schwarz, the governor’s sec-
retary, is one smart, tough cookie, with a 
record of making things happen for his 
boss. Andrew Cuomo is no shrinking 
violet either, and on-time budgets and 
new laws are now the norm, for better 
or worse. You want results? Stand aside.

Nope. Cuomo could have done all 
these things without the massive hypoc-
risy and possible illegality that occurred. 
If only they had obeyed the law.

Consider the Moreland Act statute. 
Its sole purpose is to investigate wrong-
doing in the Executive Branch. The 
governor’s response to the Times that a 
Moreland Commission “cannot inves-
tigate the executive” is a laughable and 
dangerous indication that truth-telling 
is not yet the policy of the administra-
tion. Cuomo knew it and knew that his 
plan to weaken the Legislature needed 
more, so he cut a deal with the attorney 
general, “referred” the matter to him, got 
a bunch of commissioners deputized as 
assistant attorneys general and, voila, the 

Legislature was in the crosshairs.
The seeds of disaster were sown. 

The very maneuver that got Cuomo his 
political sledgehammer now endangers 
him. The governor has almost complete 
power over a Moreland Commission. 
It’s his and can be directed as he sees fit, 
all perfectly legal. It’s a different story 
when the attorney general is conduct-
ing the investigation, even by “referral.” 
Interference with that, if it occurred, 
crosses the line.

There’s a real need to get to the 
bottom of this, but very few options. 
Who does this investigation? Another 
Moreland Commission? Legislative 
committees? The Joint Commission on 
Public Ethics? The attorney general? 
All are dominated by the governor 
or involved in the underlying mess. 
We’re left with an investigation by the 
U.S. Attorney that properly focuses 
on criminal wrongdoing, but leaves 
constitutional and civil problems 
uninvestigated.

The political process will eventu-
ally address the hypocrisy and lying. The 
primary and general election campaigns 
will seize on them, as they should. The 
governor will sooner or later face the 
music. Denial and evasion will only 
prolong the agony. But this is why we 
have elections.

But reform in Albany? Not this year.
Cuomo, with unbridled enthusi-

asm and cynicism, capitalized on the 
accepted wisdom, as offered by editorial 
boards and good government groups. 
Albany is systematically corrupt, and by 
Albany we mean the Legislature. The 
proof offered is the pathetic and danger-
ous set of petty crooks, largely from the 
Legislature, that steal and manipulate. 
Wrong. The truth is, Albany is not sys-
tematically corrupt, if by corruption you 
mean doing something illegal.

There’s no excuse for the 

law-breaking around member items 
and minor political deals. They’re wrong 
and illegal. But the big problem, the one 
that affects all of us, the systematic cor-
ruption, is the perfectly legal behavior 
that transfers hundreds of millions of 
dollars from wealthy special interests 
to candidates. The heavy hitters weave 
a web of obligation and influence 
around decisions made by the governor, 
state agencies, the comptroller and the 
attorney general. Perfectly legal. And 
corrupt, in the sense that the big boys 
get their way.

Morelandgate, as an exercise 
in Legislature-bashing, was born in 
cynicism and leaves us no closer to a 
more ethical and public interest-based 
politics. The lies and hypocrisy are awful. 
But it’s not enough to blame Cuomo. He 
exploited a perception of vast legislative 

corruption that’s the cherished child of 
the editorial boards, good government 
groups, and now the public. You want 
real reform in Albany? Go after the big 
money that everyone pursues legally, 
governor, Legislature, attorney general 
and comptroller alike. Nah. Wait ‘til 
next year.

First published July 27, 2014 by 
the Albany Times Union (www.
timesunion.com) http://www.
timesunion.com/opinion/article/
Richard-Brodsky-Who-will-probe-
this-situation-5650474.php

Richard Brodsky is a fellow at the Demos 
think tank in New York City and at the 
Wagner School at New York University.

demise. Gov. Cuomo also wanted passage 
of Campaign Finance Legislation. Such a 
bill passed but it fell short of what Gov. 
Cuomo had hoped for.

Senator Skelos accepted the deal. In 
doing so, Sen. Skelos salvaged the careers 

of twenty Senators.
On the campaign trail, Westchester 

County Executive Rob Astorino has 
recoiled from the scandal; not quite 
bringing the political brouhaha to roost 
with Gov. Cuomo. Have you noticed that 
not one Republican Senator has endorsed 

the Astorino candidacy? Part of the deal.
Those who once sweated out their 

possible demise before the likes of U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara may not realize 
that a paper trail does indeed exist. A look 
at the reimbursement forms presented 
to the New York State Senate and those 

presented by the respective Senators by 
their political campaigns are public knowl-
edge. Mr. Bharara has the added ability to 
gain access to IRS reports where tax write-
off of mileage travelled and travel expenses 
may have been claimed that are duplicates 
or triplicates of similar, albeit redundant 

credit/reimbursement already claimed.
A sincere thank you to those that 

stirred this issue in my consciousness again 
and a thank you to those who honed the 
facts with the precision of a scalpel.

Meet the increasing need for science 
teachers by earning a Master’s degree while 
continuing to work at your present job. 
This is an affordable, 2-year, 10-course, 
30-credit program with some courses offered 
online, geared towards individuals living and 
working in Westchester.

Benefit from a distinctive program 
in Biology Education, which 
includes select biology courses 
taught by faculty at New York 
Medical College, a national leader 
in basic medical science education 
and research, and education 
courses by Touro Graduate School 
of Education faculty. 

Touro is an Equal Opportunity Institution

Open-Houses will be held on: 
Thursday, August 7, 2014  
Wednesday, August 20,2014  
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
19 Skyline Drive, Hawthorne, NY 10532

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT:

Dr. Frances Hannan, Chair, Bio Ed.
Touro College Biology Education Program

Phone: 914-594-4111
Email: bioed.gse@touro.edu  

 BECOME Al
 BIOLOGYl
 TEACHER!l

TOURO COLLEGE 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION

The New York State Budget, The Moreland Commission, Ethics Reform and the Gubernatorial Election
THE HEZITORIAL ANALYSIS
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Suppose that on some dusty 
roadside, in a far-off corner 
of the American West, a 
renegade McDonald’s fran-
chise owner hung a sign 

in his store window: HELP WANTED. 
WHITES ONLY. 

It might take five minutes for a com-
plaint to be filed with government civil rights 
lawyers. Maybe 10, depending upon how 
soon a vehicle came upon this lonely outpost 
of Jim Crow. I’d guess it would take about 
the same amount of time for a lawsuit to 
be filed under the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
McDonald’s would quickly remind the fran-
chise owner of his contractual obligations, 
or maybe even pull the franchise because 
of the damage it has done to the company’s 
treasured brand. In short, it would not take 
long for the errant franchise owner to regret 
his inappropriate, hateful, illegal behavior. 
Deservedly so.

But should McDonald’s Corp. 
itself face fines or other punishment for 
the errant conduct of its independent 
franchisee? The company’s contracts 
demand that franchised outlets conduct 
their business lawfully. It typically moves 
promptly to enforce those provisions. 

But McDonald’s does not recruit, 
interview, hire, supervise, evaluate or 
terminate store employees. It does not 
set their hours, adjust their schedules, 
scramble for replacements to cover shifts 
when they call out, make their payroll, 
or promote or fire them according to 
their performance. McDonald’s is not 
the employer in any legal, conventional 
sense of the word. A franchisee does all 
these things, and so the franchisee is 
the employer in nearly every way that it 
matters.

Yet the general counsel of the 
National Labor Relations Board 
disagrees.

In a ruling that is just the latest in 
a series of outrageous overreaches under 
the Obama administration involving the 
labor board, the general counsel ruled 
that McDonald’s, because of its detailed 
and stringent contractual relationships 
with its franchisees, can be held jointly 
liable with its store owners if the stores 
violate federal labor laws. The liability is 
extended through naming McDonald’s a 
joint employer, a classification that could 
stick the parent company with respon-
sibility for their franchisees’ actions, 
even when the company lacks any real 
authority or direct participation in those 
choices beyond the contract provisions 
inherent in a franchise.

An extension of the reasoning in 
this decision illustrates its absurdity: 
If I require my employees to show up 
on time, and one of my workers gets a 
speeding ticket on the way to work, then 
I am jointly responsible for paying the 
fine because I told the worker she had to 
live up to her obligations to me and she 
cut corners in order to do so.

From a legal standpoint, the decision 
is nonsense. It might stand up with the 
NLRB itself, which under its Obama-
appointed majority is essentially a 
mouthpiece for organized labor. If it did, 
it could threaten franchised businesses 
ranging from fast-food restaurants to 
car dealerships, not to mention com-
panies that rely on temp agencies and 
subcontractors. But if McDonald’s 
chooses to pursue the case as far as the 
Supreme Court (which I sincerely hope 
it will), I have no doubt the Court will 
reject the NLRB’s rationale.

That is, of course, assuming the 
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

Advertising Sales
The Westchester Guardian is seeking an enthusiastic & eager 

sales professional that has a passion to succeed. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to join Westchester’s most influential weekly in a vital 
position. You will be selling print and online advertising to existing 

and prospective businesses.

Direct your resume to Hezi Aris - eHezi@hush.com 
Telephone inquiries after 12 Noon: 914-458-1001.
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Another Labor Relations Overreach

BUSINESS: CURRENT COMMENTARY

Photo by and courtesy of David Schott

Continued on page 5
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Another Labor Relations Overreach

BUSINESS: CURRENT COMMENTARY

case gets that far. A similarly outra-
geous ruling against Boeing’s plan to 
produce its 787 Dreamliner aircraft in 
a nonunion South Carolina factory was 
dropped in 2011 after an outcry from 
the business sector, as well as from con-
gressional Republicans.

More than 100 of the NLRB’s 
rulings were tossed in the dumpster after 
the Supreme Court ruled this year that 
Obama’s so-called recess appointments 
to fill board vacancies were invalid. The 
simple and obvious reason – ignored by 
the president and vapidly justified by his 
yes-men – was that Congress was not 

in recess when the appointments were 
made. Thanks to the Senate’s new fili-
buster (or anti-filibuster) rules, many of 
the discarded rulings will likely be rein-
stated now that the board has a properly 
confirmed majority, but at least the rein-
stated decisions will properly follow the 
mechanics of the law.

Not so in the ruling in the 
McDonald’s case. To reach the result 
that the administration’s appointees pre-
ferred for policy and political reasons, 
the general counsel ignored the actual 
legal relationships that exist among 
McDonald’s, its franchisees, and the 
people who work behind the stores’ 
counters and in the stores’ kitchens.

If the ruling stands, then there is 
effectively no such thing as a franchise or 
subcontractor arrangement in American 
commerce any longer. Such a radical 
recasting of commercial relationships 
under the law would require a major 
legislative overhaul – one that would 
make the fight over Obamacare look 
like a Christmas caroling session. But if 
you are prepared to operate without legal 
authority, as the Obama-era NLRB has 
repeatedly shown itself ready to do, such 
a legislative battle is not necessary. In 
fact, it would only get in the way.

In half a year, this administration 
will enter its final lame-duck stage. 
But we will have to live with Obama’s 
NLRB, and the anxiety and business 
disruption it seeks to cause at almost 

every opportunity, for a considerably 
longer period.

I hate to impose on my Western 
friends, but I can’t wait to see this NLRB 
crowd get exiled, preferably someplace 
deep in the sagebrush. They can open 
a McDonald’s when they get there and 
run it any way they want, as long as they 
follow the law and honor their contracts.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal finan-
cial planning and family wealth planning, 
he founded his own firm in Hastings on 
Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. Since moved and 
now based in Scarsdale, Palisades Hudson 

(www.palisadeshudson.com) is a fee-only 
financial planning firm and investment 
advisor with more than $1.3 billion 
under management. It offers investment 
management, estate planning, insur-
ance consulting, retirement planning, 
cross-border planning, business valuation 
and appraisal, family-office and business 
management, tax preparation, and execu-
tive financial planning. Branch offices are 
in Atlanta, GA, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 
and Portland, OR . Read the firm’s daily 
column on personal finance, economics and 
other topics at http://palisadeshudson.com/
current-commentary. Twitter: @palisade-
shudson .

 Holistic Health Services   •  240 North Ave. Suite  204 A, New Rochelle, NY 10801    •   914.630.1928

 Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you during challenging times such as 
grieving the loss of a loved one or recovering from a negative relationship.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism • Spiritual & Psychic Healing 
By Appointment, Only.   

Free consultation given on first visit.
914.630.1928

Continued from page 4
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
It looks like the real estate 
market may be getting a 
bit better, our “neighbor” 
recently sold their home 
and we just heard actor 

Ron Howard has sold his 32-acre lake-
front estate in Armonk, for the full 
asking price of $27.5 million, that sure is 
a lot of money, almost as much as I make 
for writing this week’s “Happy Days,” 
edition of “News & Notes.”

Surprisingly, my September calendar 
is filling up quickly, but I want to make 
sure that I leave a slot for the Chappaqua 

Children’s Book Festival. More than 80 
renowned children’s book authors and 
illustrators will be participating in the 
second annual family friendly event. 
The Festival will take place on Saturday, 
September 27th at the Robert Bell 
Middle School in Chappaqua from 
10am to 4pm. Books will be available for 
sale, local food vendors from around the 
region will offer great eats, and the 5th 
Annual Great Chappaqua Bake Sale will 
be selling baked treats and raffle tickets 
to benefit Share Our Strength’s “No Kid 
Hungry,” campaign to end childhood 
hunger. Admission and parking are free, 

and the event is rain or shine.
A congratulatory shout out to 

our friend Kelvin Joseph who was 
recently promoted to chief operating 
officer and executive vice president of 
sales at Steiner Sports Marketing & 
Memorabilia in New Rochelle.

Are you ready to swing your partner 
and do-si-do…Friendly Squares Dance 
Club announces two free square dancing 
fun nights on Monday, September 8th 
and Monday, September 15th from 
7:30-9:30pm at Katonah Methodist 
Church Parish Hall with professional 
caller Sandy Corey. Square Dancing is 

a lot of fun and a great way to exercise 
your body and mind. It is also an oppor-
tunity to meet new people and make 
new friends. This event is open to 
singles, couples and families. The attire is 
casual and no experience is necessary, for 
more information call: 914-248-8554.

If you are feeling a little safer on 
the road, it might be because our friend 
Nat Mundy from Grand Prix New York 
in Mount Kisco teamed up and with 
the Hendrick Hudson High School 
and sponsored “SurviveTheDrive,” for 
a group of over 100 teens to teach the 
importance of driver safety and the 
responsibility that comes along with 
operating a vehicle.

The Mexican Consulate on Wheels 

will be at the Greenburgh Public 
Library from 9am to 1:30pm on August 
13, 14, 15. The bus travels to various 
communities in the Tri-State area 
throughout the year to assist Mexican 
citizens in updating and/or renewing 
passports, visas and other documents. 
Appointments for the Greenburgh visit 
are necessary, so those interested in the 
consulate‘s services are asked to call 877-
639-4835 for a reservation.

The movie “Epic” concludes this 
summer’s “Lippolis Electric Screenings 
under the Stars” free outdoor movies 
series on Friday, August 15th, at the 
Kensico Dam Plaza, in Valhalla. 
Gates open at 5pm, entertainment 
begins at 6pm. The movie begins at 

Continued on page 6

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7209c40d4c&e=23984343dd
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By SHERIF AWAD
The best films created 
about teenagers have come 
from teens and those only 
slightly older themselves. 
This applies to the works 

by twenty-six-year-old Russian filmmaker 
Ivan I. Tverdovsky (born in Moscow, 
1988), who succeeded to get two awards 
in the 49th Karlovy Vary International 
Film Festival for his new film Corrections 
Class. It earned a Special Mention by the 
Federation of Film Critics of Europe and 
the Mediterranean, FEDEORA, critics 
jury and another Special Mention from the 
jury of the East of the West Competition.

Corrections Class revolves around Lena, 
a bright yet disabled girl who, after years 
of studying at home, is keen to go back 
to school. To be allowed to do so, she is 
assigned to a special class for disabled pupils 
who have to present themselves before a 
school commission at the end of the year 
in order to be allowed to go to a “normal” 

school. But Lena’s enervated teachers 
show absolutely no desire to motivate 
her or the rest of the students to improve 
their capacities. Nevertheless, Lena soon 
involves herself in the school routine and 
even starts an innocent relationship with 
her classmate Anton. However, their rela-
tionship isn’t approved of, neither by their 
classmates or their parents.

Tverdovsky graduated from Moscow’s 
Gerasimov Institute of Cinematography in 
2011. He has garnered eight documentary 
films to his credit at this time. His latest 
short documentary Space Dog was a har-
rowing film about a game that many kids 
and teens have played at school without 
knowing how dangerous it could become. 
The game is called “Space Dog” in Russia. 
It is a “game” that teens play the mimics 
the breathing cadence of a hyperventilat-
ing dog. After a lengthy breathing effort, 
engaged while standing while the upper 
body is made to lean forward, keeping 
your body from keeling over by having 
your hands grasp your legs above the knee, 
the next step is soon engaged. The hyper-
ventilating teen thereafter stands upright, 
leaning against a wall for support while 
a friend chokes the participant. After the 
loss of consciousness this process induces 
hallucinations. This “game” is described 
under similar names, all of them regarded 
as “Choking Games”.

This game has different names in dif-
ferent countries (I remember we played 
it in Egypt when we were kids!) but it is 
so fraught with danger, to the point that 
approximately 1,000 teenagers have died 
from similar choking games around the 
world in the last ten years.

Our hero lives a full teenage life: 
school, friends, football, clubs, first love. 
When he was younger, he also played 
“Space Dog”. Now he senses a need to 
return to it again.

“Space Dog is based on a true story 
about a young boy who loved a girl older 
than he”, explained Tverdovsky. “So, 
when he played chocking games, the boy 
starts to experience imaginary things. It is 
something like a free drug. This film took 
part in the Student Competition of the 
International Documentary Film Festival 

Amsterdam (IDFA) last year. At IDFA 
it was a scene in Corrections Class, a film 
where mother and daughter were watching 
TV on the kitchen. The movie playing in 
the background was “Space Dog”.

Corrections Class, Tverdovsky’s newest 
film was based on Ekaterina Murashova, a 
child psychologist and author from Saint 

Petersburg, Russia. Tverdovsky adapted the 
novel for his film and changed the gender 
of the main character to make it the young 
girl Lena. “Murachova’s novel was about 
young boys and friendship. It also didn’t 
have the romantic plot about first love”, 
says Tverdovsky. “However, the book was 
a starting point for me to go and visit 
real corrections classes... Of course, I was 
shocked... I rewrote the story completely 
and as a result we got a different film.”

“When Ekaterina Murashova saw 
our film, she asked her name not be incor-
porated into the final credits. I believe her 
request was fair. Murashova is a popular, 
well-respected woman known throughout 
Russia. My Mom loves her short novels. 
But I think she writes in the style of soap 
operas, which I do not like.”

When casting the film, Tverdovsky 
turned to the Gogol Center in Moscow. 
“The theater was revived by the famous 
Russian film and theater Director Kirill 
Serebrennikov and his students”, explained 
Tverdovsky “It was the oldest theater in 
Moscow but it faced many difficulties 

sundown. Admission and parking 
are free. Moviegoers should bring 
blankets, folding chairs and a picnic. 
Refreshments will also be available for 
sale. In the event of rain, the movie will 
be canceled.

More “Dam” activity…Enjoy the 
best of Jewish music and dance during 

the 40th Annual Jewish Music and Arts 
Festival of Westchester, Sunday, August 
17th , from 12Noon to 6pm, at Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla. The festival 
wraps up Westchester County’s series 
of cultural heritage celebrations for 
2014. Musical entertainment includes 
headliner, Hasidic New Wave, Kol 
Hazzanim, Kol Rinah, The What’s Up 
Band, Shlomones, and the Westchester 

Klezmer Program Band will also 
perform. Dancers from Camp Zeke, 
a Jewish camp that celebrates healthy, 
active living will perform Israeli dances, 
and rounding out the entertainment 
and activities will be magic by Phil 
Klipper and face painting by Andrea 
McCafferty. Kosher food will be avail-
able for purchase and vendor exhibitions 
will consist of Jewish art and Judaica.

Our friend Terrie Paladino 
Viola tells us that The Bedford Hills 

Free Library received an $18,202 
Construction Grant from New York 
State for a new project to upgrade its 
entire lighting system and improve 
climate control. The changes will create 
more energy efficient and pleasant 
conditions for its patrons as the library 
prepares to mark the centennial of its 
founding in 2015.

Three cheers to the Katonah Swim 
and Dive Team as they celebrate their 
50th anniversary; I’m standing by to give 

them one of my famous cannonball pool 
splashes…

We all enjoyed the Bedford Fire 
Department Parade last week, all the 
area departments looked great and we 
just wanted to thank them for their ded-
icated hard work to keep all of us safe…
see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Continued from page 5
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Corrections Class

Maria Poezhaeva as Lena in Corrections Class.

The premier of the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival 2014 held in the Czech Republic.

The premier of the Karlovy Vary 
International Film Festival 2014 held in the 

Czech Republic.

Continued on page 7
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that dissuaded audiences from attend-
ing, leaving classic actors performing 
to empty seats! But when the culture 
department appointed Serebrennikov the 
new general-director, it became a very 
modern and vital place. It pleases me to 
note that three of our main actors worked 
in Gogol and they are very talented. As 
for supporting actors, we have a casting 
director who also played the role of the 
school director in the film. We also cast 
Natalya Pavlenkova as Lena’s mother 
and Olga Lapshina as Anton’s mother. 
They were lovely… Some of the actors in 
the corrections class were mentally chal-
lenged… We filmed people suffering real 
disabilities, like the midget (little people) 
girl, and other non-actors. This helped me 
to make the film feel like a documentary. 
This helped the actors to feel and play a 
lot of details. It was very important for 
me because there are some nuances that 

can’t be played by actors.”
With respect to the teaching system 

intentioned to serve the mentally chal-
lenged in Russia, Ivan I. Tverdovsky 
had many observations. “There are very 
serious problems. It started in the 90s 
during the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the deep economic crisis. The gov-
ernment had begun to close special 
schools that had teachers with special 
medical training to best contend with the 
handicapped population. After the crisis, 
the government decided to create a new 
system. They created these corrections 
classes in regular schools. In those classes 
they accepted poor children and some-
times violent kids or kids who behaved 
badly. However, this drove teachers and 
other students to hate these classes and 
its students. And as time went on correc-
tions classes came to be regarded like a 
jail. That is the painful point and it is a 
huge problem in Russian society today. I 
think we took the first step to change this 
situation with this film.”

In the final scene, we find Lena 

overcoming her walking problems, 
leaving her chair and walking out of 
school. The scene could be interpreted as 
real or a dream from Lena’s perspective. 
“I was changing the course of the film 
that started as a social documentary but 
tried to end it with a Biblical proverb”, 
says the director. “It was a very interesting 
trip. Lena came into in this story like an 
angel who helped her classmates and her 
boyfriend and also wanted to change the 
system. However, near the end, everyone, 
including her mother and her teachers 
betrayed her. I was imagining that Lena 
possessed supernatural powers. Although 
we know that in real life it’s impossible 
and her disease is incurable, I wanted 
to give people hope that miracles can 
happen”.

Last week, it was announced that 
Corrections Class will be jointly released 
in Russia by ‘20th Century Fox ‘ and ‘A 
Company’ that both decided to acquire 
the film together following its festival 
screenings. Being a Russian-German co-
production between New People Film 

Company and Jomami Film Production, 
the German premiere will be at the 24th 
Cottbus Festival next November.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine ( www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 

in The Netherlands. He also contributes 
to Variety, in the United States, and is 
the film critic of Variety Arabia ( http://
varietyarabia.com/ ), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website ( http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132 ) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

Only a handful 
of doctors in 

the US offer this 
surgery!

Call us today for your Free Consultation!*
(914) 712-6365      
White Plains office: 34 South Broadway, Suite 504 • MyNYCpodiatrist.com

   Groundbreaking
  Treatment  for your   
      Foot Pain!

We call it Minimally Invasive Surgery. 
You’ll call it a Miracle.

• In and out surgery in one day
• No stitches
• Walk out of the office after surgery!

Do you have Painful 
Hammertoes or Bunions?

 *(does not include 
    testing or x-rays)

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Corrections Class

A scene from Space Dog, Ivan I. Tverdovsiy’s harrowing documentary.

Continued from page 6

Manic in Manhattan – Part IV
HEALTH

By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
My mind was changing. 
One night, I sat on my 
bed, trying to track my 
thoughts on paper while 

monitoring the time. The next thing 
I knew, it was sunrise. Light took on a 
strange quality and I thought my crys-
talline mind could shatter with a hard 
blow. Camera shots on TV which looked 
straight down over New York City 
scared me because I thought I would fall 
from the helicopter and plummet to the 
ground. I figured there was something 
wrong with my pot, so I tried better pot.

During an argument with my 
mother, I stared into her eyes and she 
realized I was no longer sane. She called 
the police. She had no idea I would 
be crazy for years, essentially another 
person. As I heard the cops climb the 
stairs, I made a desperate call to a friend 
who had a mental illness and she told 
me the difference between a psycholo-
gist and a psychiatrist; told me I would 
probably have to take lithium, and sug-
gested a mental hospital.

Silver Hill Hospital in New Canaan, 
Connecticut, was a country-club mental 
facility and I was ready to kiss the floor 

when I gained asylum. By this time, I 
was succumbing to a manic episode, 
where electrified bees flew around in my 
head, thwacking into the inside of my 
skull. My thoughts were forced, repeti-
tive, and tormenting. I believed I had 
a super-power, “accelerated thinking”, 
which might allow me someday to do 
math at terrific speeds and eventually 
predict the future. I thought I would 
become the next messiah, which isn’t 
easy for an atheist like me.

As I nodded off at night, I would 
visualize a truck bearing down on a 
child; I would jump out to save her and 
my own head would be run over instead. 
This thought was vivid and intense, 
much stronger than the image it creates 
in your head as you read this. Just as I 
was to fall asleep, I leapt up from bed, 
repeatedly, imagining having my skull 
flattened. My consciousness was small 
and crowded in a mind full of mental 
static – I wasn’t in charge of my own 
mind! To experience mania, simply use a 
pair of jumper cables to link a car battery 
to your ears.

My only respite was listening to 
U2’s Joshua Tree: the guitar strumming 
disciplined my brainwaves back into the 
domain of sanity. Annoyingly, my doctor 

took my radio away because it had a 
power cord that I could use to hang 
myself with. He had stupidly asked if I 
had thought about suicide when what he 
meant is whether or not I had considered 
it.

I’m not the kind of person to ask, 
“Why me?” As an atheist, I don’t expect 
the universe to be concerned with me. 
But my peers in the hospital had done 
something to cause their conditions: 
abused drugs or alcohol, or had eating 
disorders. I hadn’t done anything to get 

bipolar illness, and did not see how mar-
ijuana had made things worse; I have to 
admit to feeling a bit cheated.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to 
ChrisRosty@ gmail.com

http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
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LABOR

Mrs. Green’s Reinstates and Reimburses Eight Formerly Fired Workers
By RICH MONETTI
Last week, after almost a 
year on the picket line in Mt. 
Kisco, eight of Mrs. Green’s 
fired workers were reinstated 
after an agreement between 

the workers and the Canadian based con-
glomerate was reached. Paving the way for 
workers to now vote on whether they want 
to unionize, Director of Organizing, Aly 
Waddy of UCFW Local 1500 certainly 
welcomed the agreement but stopped short 
of giving management much credit beyond 
the corner they backed themselves into.

“Honestly they had no choice,” she says 
of the case that was to be heard before the 
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), 
and the manner in which all the facts lined 
up against Mrs. Green’s.

Insight into Mrs. Green’s actual intent 
was thus provided by Waddy over the 
original action. “The law isn’t as strong as it 
should be, and whether workers come or not, 
the company has the ability to instill fear,” 
Waddy said of Mrs. Green’s number one 
objective of “union avoidance.”

Even so, Waddy’s sure Mrs. Green’s 
underestimated their workers’ resolve. “I 
would think they felt the workers would 
never have stood on a picket line for so long 
- especially in the worst winter we’ve had in 
two decades,” boasted Waddy.

Obviously warmer on the inside for 
workers not fired, Waddy reports that it was 

still enough of a chill to rattle nerves, while 
the new environment hasn’t quite caught up 
to the ruling. “They’re really not feeling the 
love,” Waddy said.

Nonetheless, for the next 60 days, 
Mrs. Green’s must post rules notifying their 
employees of the rights granted to them by 

law. This is meant to leave workers ample 
opportunity to get together, and decide 
whether they want to vote in favor of 
forming a union.

In the case of an affirmative vote, the 
original grievance on the cutting back of 
hours will put Local 1500 in action on behalf 

of the workers. “We will negotiate once we 
have the ability,” says Waddy.

That said, Waddy praises the com-
munity for the role it had in helping to get 
the situation to this point. “The community 
stood by their brothers and sisters to make 
sure they went back to work,” she says.

County Legislature Peter Harckham, 
who helped initiate a countywide boycott, 
acknowledged the importance of such 
solidarity. “This truly shows how grassroots 
pressure can make a difference,” he said in a 
press release after the settlement.

The role of Mt. Kisco Mayor Cindrich 
in mediating the two sides together cannot 
be overlooked either in her reckoning, but 
Waddy wonders what consequence Mrs. 
Green’s has faced for breaking the law – 
other than reimbursing the money the 
wronged workers were owed. “I do believe 
there needs to be a reform of what the laws 
are,” she said, “because this is just a slap on 
the wrist.”

For now, Local 1500 must pursue 
corporate accountability at the level the 
law currently provides. “”We need to send 
a message to anybody who wants to break 
the law that this is unacceptable,” advised 
Waddy.

But she asserts that it’s not the time to 
declare victory and settle into complacency – 
especially in the face of a company that has 
already gone to great lengths to intimidate 
and deny workers their rights. “That’s our 
fear. We are hopeful that its not what will 
happen, but I think these workers are smart. 
They know what they want, and we will 
stand by them,” she concluded.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

Picket line comprised of fired Mrs. Green’s workers standing outside the Mt. Kisco, NY store location.

MAKE IT FUN AND IT WILL GET DONE!

Marital Spat Strategies
Expert Shares Four Steps to Tiff and Win

By PAM YOUNG
I must warn you I’m not 
a marriage counselor 
and I’m on my second 
marriage, but I have 
learned some successful 

spatting skills in the 41 years I’ve been 
married and I think you’ll find them 
helpful.

My ideas will work for many fights, 
but to illustrate my strategies, I decided 
to pick a fight that’s common among 
couples; clutter conflicts. (Wow that’s a 
tongue twister: common couple’s clutter 
conflicts. I dare you to try and say it five 
times without screwing up.) The under-
lying cause of this conflict is stuff. It’s 

the my-stuff vs your-stuff which is the 
most common cause of a bout about 
clutter, because one sees his stuff as his 
stuff and the other guy’s stuff as clutter 
and it works the other way around, so 
it’s a blame game and couples have been 
playing it since Adam and Eve argued 
about whose leaf was whose that got left 
on the ground.

The other common clutter clashes 
surface when stuff gets lost, stuff gets 
left out, stuff gets thrown out, stuff gets 
wrecked, stuff gets dirty and stuff gets 
stuffed just to get it out of the way.

One thing you might be thinking is 
that planning to win a fight is manipula-
tive, conniving, sneaky and conspiratorial 
especially coming from a woman, but 

wait a minute! Our history is filled with 
male heroes who won wars because, 
hello, they planned them. Men have 
created War Colleges, boot camps and 
military handbooks to win wars, so if 
you are a woman reading this article, you 
are perfectly within your female rights to 
plan to win your battles and especially a 
war on the other guy’s clutter. Why do 
we get labelled as manipulative and men 
get turned into bronze statues for doing 
the same thing?

So with this fight in mind, I hope 
you’ll read my ideas for winning it.

Step One:
The first step in this specific war 

is to put all your stuff away. I know it’s 
a preemptive strike, but it works every 
time. With all your stuff put away, it’s 
going to be obvious that he needs to do 
a little clean up.

Step Two:
Don’t bring up a problem with a 

man who hasn’t eaten in the last three 
hours. Feed him first and include lots of 
protein, followed by just a taste of some-
thing sweet.

Step Three:
Don’t argue in your grubbies, or 

pajamas (unless it’s a sexy negligée). 
Argue when you are dressed up, well 
coifed and have make-up on. I call it 
the Doris Day ploy. Remember she 
always had fights with her leading men 
and she always looked adorable. Or 
you can choose the Marilyn Monroe 
trick, but that one requires showing off 
cleavage and you’ll still need to have 
your make-up on (although it’s not as 
important). It doesn’t hurt to use your 
Marilyn Monroe voice and never let it 
rise to the frequency of fingernails on 
the blackboard range. Tip: If you keep 

your voice just above a whisper he’ll have 
to listen harder.

Step Four:
Have a plan. Be organized going 

into the spat by following steps one, 
two and three. Have a goal that is clear 
(a clutter-free living room for example). 
The reward for a clutter-free home is 
peace. Lead your adversary into the 
battle front understanding the reward. 
We all want peace so there needn’t be a 
battle in the first place.

So you’ve got the plan, now go put 
away your stuff, feed him, get cute and 
bring it on.

Thank you for reading my article! 
I hope you’ll share it with your friends 
and family.

To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, 
check out www.cluborganized.com. Want to 
get organized? Join the club!

http://www.cluborganized.com
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1972 was the year when Cannonball 
Adderley’s quintet (there were more 
than five musicians) took the stage 
with Cannonball’s alto and soprano 
saxes; brother Nat’s  cornet, a rhythm 
section of Roy McCurdy’s drums, 
Walter Booker’s bass, and direct from 
a stint with Frank Zappa – George 
Duke’s piano. Throughout the evening 
special guests were added; percussion-
ist Airto who was previously employed 
by Miles Davis, the superb tenor sax 
player Ernie Watts, Buck Clark on what 

is described as playing African drums, 
clarinetist Alvin Batiste, and blues-rock 
guitarist Mike Deasy. Adderley steps to 
the microphone and proclaims “Now 
I don’t give a damn whether you can 
count or not, we still are the Cannonball 
Adderley Quintet!” Cannonball’s 
previous keyboardist Joe Zawinul left to 
form Weather Report as a young George 
Duke added his own unique style to the 
quintet. The quintet is as potent with the 

sharp sounding George Duke who more 
than adequately (adding fusion styled 
echoplex tape delay, and a ring modu-
lator signal processor for frequency 
mixing) updating the sound as he takes 
the reigns from Zawinul.

Highlights include the opening and 
lengthy title track written by George 
Duke who introduces the creative vamp 
as Cannonball rolls in with an explo-
sive sax solo. Guitarist Mike Deasy 
authored and plays guitar and sings on 
his “Little Benny Hen” with Ernie Watts 

also sitting in on tenor. It’s a straight 
blues tune though I wasn’t crazy about 
Deasy’s vocal and his chicken scratch 
guitar playing. Another Deasy composi-
tion “Zanek” has no vocals, but that one 
burns, especially when George Duke lays 
down the groove and when Cannonball 
and Ernie Watts kick in, but it does 
get a bit freaked out and dissolves into 
tranquility during a sweet guitar passage 
from Deasy that ends the song. As 

previously mentioned Joe Zawinul was 
no longer in the quintet but that doesn’t 
stop them from covering his tribute to 
Herbie Hancock “Dr. Honouris Cousa” 
a haunting instrumental and at times 
a bizarre composition (similar to what 
Miles was doing in the early seventies) 
that utilizes every on-stage musician for 
nearly fifteen minutes. Most noteworthy 
is George Duke’s electric piano excur-
sion that concludes the track.

Disc two opens with Roy 
McCurdy’s and Nat Adderley’s “The 
Chocolate Nuisance” that also has a 
repetitive theme (again similar to Miles’ 
seventies electronic offerings,) Nat 
somewhat mimics Miles via his cornet, 
but it’s a quirky theme that meanders 
along with odd signatures for over eight 
minutes. Airto Moreira wrote and joins 
on percussion and vocals on a track 
titled “Untitled” that’s ho-hum with 
Ernie Watts’ flute and Walter Booker’s 
bass as a trio ensemble, but it doesn’t fit 
this set. Next, Ernie Watts’ “Eyes of the 
Cosmos” features Watts’ tenor as gui-
tarist Deasy returns; Watts’ sax intro is 
provocative and quickly turns wild, but 
the tune has no groove. Alvin Battiste 
wrote “Episode from the Music Came” 
with his clarinet; it’s short and mostly 
uneventful, even though the rhythm 
section gleams. Duke Ellington’s 
“Heritage” has Cannonball singing and 
it’s time to fast forward to the next track.

“Circumference” by George Duke 
opens with a duo with Duke’s piano and 
bassist Booker before the entire quintet 
kicks out, yes, “out”, as they explore the 
perimeters of the universe. Duke dazzles 
here and receives attentive support from 
the entire ensemble. “Circumference: 
segues to Cannonball’s “Pretty Paul” 
with a gorgeous intro sax solo that I 
thought could have been longer as it 
clocks in at just 2:48. The finale is a 
swinging Joe Zawinul and Nat Adderley 
tune that bounces in a blues vein, but 
this too is short (2:16) as Cannonball 
quickly announces the band and says 
goodnight to the audience.

This dual CD release was previ-
ously issued as a double vinyl album on 
Capitol Records and sold at full price, 
most double LP’s from that era usually 
sold at some sort of a discount but not 
this one - probably limiting “The Black 

Messiah’s” sales potential and exposure. 
But with its jazz fusion flare inflections 
it should inspire fans of this somewhat 
short-lived mixed genre a chance to 
have a (first or second chance) oppor-
tunity to appreciate what this ambitious 
quartet was attempting to leap towards 
and achieve. Especially considering the 
high level of talent assembled on this 
very interesting (but at times) unfocused 
live recording.

Photography by and courtesy of Bob 
Putignano.

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with 
his Sounds of Blue radio show: http://
www.SoundsofBlue.com ; Previously a 
senior contributing editor at Blues Revue, 
Blueswax, and Goldmine magazines, and 
Music Editor for the Yonkers Tribune,  The 
Westchester Guardian,  and Making A 
Scene. Putignano can be directly contacted 
at: bob8003@yahoo.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Cannonball Adderley “The Black Messiah” 
Live at the Troubador – 1972 – 2 CD’s www.RealGoneMusic.com

http://wfdu.fm
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.MakingAScene.org
http://www.MakingAScene.org
mailto:bob8003@yahoo.com
http://www.realgonemusic.com/
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By GLENN SLABY
Sometimes you have to a 
suffer loss and defeat in 
order to gain what is largely 
desired. Mostly it’s God’s 
plan. Sometimes it’s our 

own doing either intentionally or voluntarily. 
It is only with hindsight that one can more 
clearly see the meaning of the trails and trials 
we have walked. Slowly stripped of much 
that makes a person whole, Elizabeth Bayley 
Seton was forced, mandated at times to 
suffer, enabling her to seek something deeper 
– faith on a path bordered by loses.

“Oh my God, forgive what I have been, 
correct what I am and direct what I shall be.” 
St. E. Seton et al.

Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born 
two years prior to our Declaration of 
Independence, on August 28, 1776, into a 
socially prominent family. She died in 1821. 
Brief but full of changes, challenges and 
crosses. Her childhood was partially spent 
under harsh British military rule in New 
York City. Dr. Richard Bayley, her father, was 
the first professor of anatomy at Columbia 
College and first Chief Health officer for 
the Port of New York, while her mother, 
Catherine Charlton, was the daughter of 
a minister serving as rector at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church on Staten Island for 
over 30 years. At age four, her mother’s 
death, possibly at childbirth (the daughter 
died shortly thereafter), left Elizabeth and 
her older sister with insufficient, incom-
plete remembrances and recollections of a 
mothers’ love. The father’s second marriage 
resulted in five more children, and estrange-
ment. The marriage ended in separation. 
Dr. Bayley died in 1801 while ministering 
to Irish immigrants during another yellow 
fever outbreak.

Her stays in New Rochelle might have 
begun with childhood visits but definitely 
increased with the new step-mother difficul-
ties. Disaffection brought a deeper search of 
the self – the beginnings of contemplation. 
Here her journals display a love for God, the 
joy of Westchester surroundings and deep 
melancholy with suicidal thoughts. Today, 
the house at 145 Pelham Road, Pelham, 
built by Joshua Pell, where her uncle William 
Bayley lived, still stands. It was here she 
learned about her eleven family connections 
to the Huguenot Founding Fathers. Coutant 
Cemetery was named after relatives.

Their family connections did not shelter 
her from the realities of poverty. Her father’s 
idealism and other family member’s work 
with the poor began to develop within the 

young soul. The poor were cared for and 
also largely ignored – it was not considered 
a responsibility of the government to aid the 
poor. Hard work made you rich and laziness 
was the cause of your ills.

The natural path of marriage to a 
socially connected family came one month 
short of her twentieth birthday. By that time 
she was fluent in French, read and translated 
some classics, was an accomplished musician, 
wrote some good poetry and was deeply 
interested in philosophical and religious 
subjects. Beyond what was expected from an 
upper-class woman and socialite.

Marriage, however, meant true love 
not just a ritual to build social standing. 
Initially, prosperous, not just in the number 
of children (five) but one with love. Her life’s 
path began to turn, again, six years into her 
marriage. The new century brought bank-
ruptcy. Followed three years later by the 
slow death of her husband from tuberculo-
sis, in Italy. They sought a cure in the fresh 
Mediterranean air, but fate, through a yellow 
fever scare, had them quarantined in a port 
dungeon with their oldest daughter Anna. 
And faith, through prayer, contemplation 
and discipline enabled a remarkable endur-
ance during these trials.

Losses beyond her control led to a 
voluntary, purposeful decision and a much 
greater loss that changed the course of her 
life and improved the lives of so many over 
countless generations, past, present and 
future. She must have known that her family 
would be provided financially on her family’s 
return home. There would be a difficult road 
to travel but life would continue. However, 
while materially devastated, she made a con-
sciences decision shedding the last vestiges 
of the old life. She chose an unexpected 
path, one that she must have known would 
create enormous stress, estrangement and 
poverty through conversion. Consider her 
family motto from the twelfth century, “At 
whatever risk, go forward.”

“The accidents of life separate us from 
our dearest friends, but let us not despair. 
God is like a looking glass in which souls 
see each other. The more we are united to 
Him by love, the nearer we are to those who 
belong to Him.” 

Business relations to Mr. Seton, the 
Filicchi family, preaching the Gospel 
without words, would be the catalyst of 
Mother Seton’s devotion resulting in the 
future aid and care of so many. Her hus-
band’s death changed her focus. In Italy, she 
witnessed a faith once outlawed in some 
states. But Catholicism was considered the 
next logical step, a leap of faith both literally 

and figuratively via a physical communion, 
through the Holy Eucharist and one of 
trust that God will provide on the new path 
ahead. Conversion forced her extended 

family to abandon them.
Her pain and troubles did not end upon 

entering the Catholic Church on March 14, 
1805. Tuberculosis, took her oldest daughter, 

Anna, whose death in 1812 led to depression 
and doubt of God’s existence and an accident 
took the youngest daughter, Rebecca (1816). 
Consider her success: On July 19, 1813 
she took vows of Poverty, Chasity and 
Obedience and founded the first commu-
nity in Emmitsburg, Maryland. She died 
in peace in 1821. Within fifty years of her 
death, her religious order grew into six com-
munities with more than 6,000 members 
operating hospitals, nursing schools, homes 
for the elderly, child-care centers, colleges 
and hundreds of grade schools and high 
schools.”

Include the Hospital where I receive 
my mental health care. Mother Seton was 
the first American born saint (1975) and 
the patron saint of death of children; in-law 
problems; loss of parents; people ridiculed 
for their piety and widows. All which she 
experienced.

“God is everywhere, in the very air 
I breathe, yes everywhere, but in His 
Sacrament of the Altar He is as present 
actually and really as my soul within my 
body; in His Sacrifice daily offered as really 
as once offered on the Cross.” 

The life situations she suffered, from an 
absentee father, insecure financial matters, 
loss of family relations due to conversion, 
can leave a deep psychological impact on any 
soul. There is so much more to explore in this 
dynamic life even prior to the establishment 
of the first institutions.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer associated with The Westchester 
Guardian, suffers from mental illness, writes 
part-time, and works at the New Rochelle 
Public Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York.

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
I grew up in an Irish 
Catholic / Jewish neighbor-
hood at the very northern 
tip of Manhattan Island, 
Inwood, in the more 

innocent times between the late 1940s 
through early 1960s. In that time, we trusted 
both institutions and individuals who 
represented the institutions. These institu-
tions included the government, the church 
(including all churches but, most importantly the 
Roman Catholic Church. For years, I thought 

that, if you weren’t Catholic, you were Jewish. 
Then I found there was another group called 
Protestants and, while I couldn’t figure out why 
if they were Christian, they weren’t Catholic, I 
accepted that. Then I found out that there were a 
jillion types of Protestants and it blew my mind. 
Today, I’m an Episcopalian), banks, other 
major businesses, and the police (the fact that 
my father was a New York City Police Officer 
made that one easy)

In the 1960s, things began to change 
and I became able, as many people did, to 
separate the person from the institution. I 
realized that there were wonderful priests 
who mentored us in many things, religious 
or not, and there were also some crazy and 
nasty ones. Likewise. I learned the same 
about police; there were some really good 

ones and some annoying or criminal cops. 
In short, I came to understand that a person 
didn’t automatically deserve respect because 
he / she wore a cassock or carried a police 
weapon.

This way of thinking did not often 
sit well with elders who had been brought to 
“respect the collar” and “respect the uniform.” 
While they would often try to make me see 
the light with such admonitions as “Nuns 
have taught you and students like you for years, 
receiving no pay. They do it simply for the love 
of God” or “The police that you deride put their 
lives on the line for you every day,” I was not 
often able to convince them that I supported 
the goals of the institution – United States 
was the greatest democracy in the world 

PEOPLE
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and existed to protect my absolute freedom; 
the police department existed to protect me 
from criminals; banks existed to safeguard 
my money and lend me money when I 
was financially stable enough to pay it back; 
major corporations produced products that I 
could safely use. The few criminal incidents 
in the system were committed by rogue 
wildcards and their actions did not really 
tarnish the image of the institution.

Even the 1972 Knapp Commission 
Report which brought to public attention 
the misdeeds of many individual police 
officers and the complicity or incompe-
tence of those above them did not shake my 
faith in the institution – these were simply 
“bad apples.” In short, I was a believer – the 
“bad guys” hadn’t shaken my faith in the 
institutions.

That was 40 some odd years ago – and 
my thinking has changed. I was sitting in 
my local Barnes and Noble a little while 
ago, solving the problems of the world with 
Jim Casey, a friend of over 60 years and a 
retired Marist College professor of philoso-
phy. We were talking about various things 
– the Snowden revelations, the IRS scandal, 
money laundering by the banks, the covering 
up of pedophile priests by the Catholic 
Church, GM sitting on car defects while 
they were killing people, etc. – all the things 
that could make you crazy about today’s 
world – and Jim said “Who can you trust 
today? All of the institutions that we trusted 
when we were young have lost our trust – and I 

don’t see how they can get it back?”
That’s a very powerful statement – and 

accurate. All of the institutions that once 
held our trust have betrayed us:

Government –Two presidents, “W” & 
Obama, have sanctioned the NSA violating 
the law and, in the present administration, 
we have seen questionable behavior by the 
IRS. Additionally, we have a dysfunctional 
government with two political parties who 
can find no common ground. At the NYS 
state level, we have seen in recent years 
indictments and convictions for fraud, theft, 
and sexual harassment. At the country and 
local level, the Yonkers Tribune and The 
Westchester Guardian have been at the 
forefront of exposing corruption and ques-
tionable behavior.

Police – Once again, this paper has 
been strident in exposing questionable 
actions by local police forces while area police 
forces have been accused of police brutality 
(most recently, the death of a man resisting his 
arrest for selling “singles” - individual cigarettes 
-- without collecting taxes) and members of 
the same NYPD under which my father, 
grandfather, and godfather served charged 
with major crimes.

The Catholic Church – While the 
instance of pedophilia is no greater in the 
Catholic Church than in any other orga-
nization, religious and non-religious, that 
deal with children (there are regularly stories 
in the news about public school teachers accused 
of sexual activity with students), the Catholic 
Church routinely transferred priests accused 
of sexual acts with children and paid off 
victims to keep them from reporting the 
abuse to the police. These actions were taken 
for fear of “scandal” to the Church and the 

opening to attack by anti-Catholics (remi-
niscent of my mother telling me to quiet down 
and adding “What will the neighbors think?” – I 
cared not what the neighbors would think but I 
always held it down to please my mother). This 
was obviously a false sense of priorities!

Banks – The major banks paid very 
large fines for misleading and mishan-
dling customers during the mortgage crisis 
(leading Senator Elizabeth Warren to question 
why no bankers were in jail) and the revela-
tion that HSBC was laundering money for 
drug dealers and the mob (the same Warren 
said “a kid gets caught with a few ounces of pot 
and goes to jail but a big bank laundered drug 
money and no one gets arrested”). In both cases, 
the banks in question paid scads of money 
in fines – but less than the profits gleamed 
from the unethical or criminal behavior and 
no one went to jail.

Major Companies – The tobacco 
companies had prior knowledge of the 
link between smoking and lung cancer and 
General Motors had prior knowledge of 
safety defects in cars. The knowledge was 
kept secret and people died. ‘Nuff said!

How do these institutions win back 
confidence? I don’t have any specific answers 
– other than there must be accountabil-
ity and transparency; I do, however have 
some general comments. President Obama 
(who I voted for and would again – that was 
Full Disclosure) only seems to fix things 
when they come out in the press; The 
NSA reforms were only announced after 
the constant outcry after the Snowden 
revelations as was an inquiry into the IRS 
supposedly targeting Conservative groups 
in relation to tax exempt status – Too Little, 
Too Late! The president, a constitutional law 

professor promised transparency in govern-
ment; he should have been “all over” the 
NSA from Day One and must take charge 
of his administration.

The best that can be said for our state 
and some local governments is that there 
have been no indictments or large scandals 
recently. They must be both squeaky clean 
and effective for some period of time to win 
back trust.

Pope Francis deserves great credit 
for his attempts to bring transparency to 
the Catholic Church but the Church has 
a long way to go to restore general trust. 
Every time the Catholic Church in the US 
does something controversial, such as the 
attack on the contraception coverage in the 
Affordable Care Act (I strongly disagree with 
the Cardinal Dolan – led attack), critics of the 
Church’s position never fail to bring up the 
pedophile cover-up.

As for banks and other businesses, the 
public seems to tolerate their missteps. We 
have auto recalls regularly, foods are sold in 
large boxes that lead consumers to believe 
that they are full until opened (they do say 
how many ounces on the box but nobody realizes 
that the boxes aren’t full), banks mislead often 

(it was worse before the 2008 Consumer Credit 
Safety Commission Act) and the ability to 
also act as a securities dealer (since the repeal 
of the Glass-Steagall Act which prohibited those 
activities) provides the temptation for uneth-
ical behavior. Once again, only transparency 
and accountability will restore trust and, in 
the case of businesses, the only impetus for 
this will come from both new regulation 
(improbable with our divided government) and 
the public voting its collective pocketbook by 
punishing the known offenders.

So who do you trust? Well, I trust my 
family, my doctors (I just had a very successful 
cataract operation), my long-term neighbors, 
my friends from childhood and throughout 
my school years, and most of my business 
and teaching colleagues throughout the 
years. All these other folks have to re-earn it. 
This may sound cynical but, in this case, it’s 
their fault and not mine.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college pro-
fessor, radio host, and weekly columnist for The 
Westchester Guardian. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at www.
johnmac13.com Comments and questions are 
welcome – johnmac13@gmail.com

      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR  PARTIES • 2  ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  
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CREATIVE DISRUPTION: TECHNOLOGY

Thank You, Mr. Lincoln
By JOHN F. McMULLEN
In addition to all the benefits 
of online life, there is also the 
possibility of great confusion 
due to misunderstanding or 
outright fraudulent activi-

ties. It is, therefore, important, when 
examining anything online to remember one 
of the most prescient quotes that I have seen 
by an American president on the burgeoning 
Internet, “The problem with internet quotes is 
that you can’t always depend on their accuracy.” 
I found this quote on the Internet and was 
surprised that it was attributed to one of our 
greatest presidents, Abraham Lincoln in 
1864.

If we don’t list the ability to see the future 
to be one of Mr. Lincoln’s many talents, we 

realize right away that whoever initiated 
this posting was doing it to make a point. 
I saw it at the Cheezburger site (https://i.
chzbgr.com/maxW500/4777806080/
hB529CBE0/) but don’t know where it 
first appeared (someone posted to another site 
that he had seen on a sign in a library).

I was reminded of the quote a few days 
ago when I received an e-mail that purported 
to be from an ISP, westnet.com, which I 
have been a subscriber to for years. The mail 
offered me a discount on my e-mail pro-
cessing with the following message – “Dear 
Webmail User -- Click Here To Confirm New 
Email Account Settings.” – Looks like a deal 
worth investigating, huh? It might be if it 
were really from Westnet which is located in 
White Plains, NY. Just looking at the mail 

header, however, showed the return address 
as “From: “Westnet Mail Server” <webmas-
ter@westnet.com.au>” – that’s “.au” as in 
Australia (Rule #1 – never reply to e-mail with 
an address ending in .au or .ru (Russia)). They 
are 99% sure to be scams.

Rule #2 – Even if the return address 
looks legitimate, move your mouse over 
the link that you are instructed to click on 
– you should see in the left lower corner of 
your browser, the actual site to which you 
will be taken after clicking – in this case, 
the location is http://www.contactme.
com/53d0778c1eded300020010ff -- 
hardly the actual address of Westnet.com. If 
you were to go there, you would be asked to 
sign into Westnet (where you obviously think 
you are) and, once you “sign in” by giving your 
user name and password, the scammers “own 
your account” (they may also have dropped a 

Continued on page 12

http://www.johnmac13.com
http://www.johnmac13.com
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
https://i.chzbgr.com/maxW500/4777806080/hB529CBE0/
https://i.chzbgr.com/maxW500/4777806080/hB529CBE0/
https://i.chzbgr.com/maxW500/4777806080/hB529CBE0/
http://www.contactme.com/53d0778c1eded300020010ff
http://www.contactme.com/53d0778c1eded300020010ff
http://www.ciaoeastchester.com


Page 12 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, AUGUST 7, 2014 

By JOHN SIMON
Although it contains 
some improbabilities, 
“King Lear” remains 
one of the greatest plays 

ever written. Its only true rival among 
Shakespeare’s tragedies is “Hamlet,” 
but that is performed almost too often; 
“Lear” much less so. Uncharacteristically, 
though, there have been several recent 

mountings, with Frank Langella and 
Michael Pennington freshest in memory, 
but none without problems.

There are two main difficulties with 
“Lear” productions. One is that such a 
gigantic role as Lear requires an actor 
of almost superhuman endowment, 
which none within my memory, for all 

their talent, quite possessed. This is cer-
tainly true of the current Public Theater 
Central Park production, wherein that 
fine actor, John Lithgow, scores not so 
much a Pyrrhic victory as a Pyrrhic 
defeat.

The other difficulty is the abun-
dance of what have become all too 
popular quotables.

Nearly everyone knows such lines 

as “Like flies to wanton boys are we to 
the gods,/ They kill us for their sport.” 
Or when the blinded Gloucester wants 
to kiss his king’s hand, “Let me wipe it 
first; it smells of mortality.” If the actor 
hits such things hard, it smacks of facile 
exploitation; if he makes nothing special 
of it, it stinks of lèse majesté. Some 
middle way must be found, but that is 

“cookie” into your computer, a cookie, which if 
undetected could give access to all your accounts). 
By “own” your account, I mean that the 
scammer could now change your password, 
send requests for money to all those in your 
address book, and have access to any infor-
mation which you had stored on Westnet.

I once received a fairly believable request 
from the Yahoo account of a musician friend 
that stated that she had been on a cultural 
exchange trip to Kenya and that, while 
there, her wallet had been stolen with all her 
money and plane tickets in it. Supposedly, 
the American Embassy would “get her 
home” but would not be responsible for her 
hotel bill and the hotel would not release her 
luggage until she paid the bill. She had con-
tacted friends who would lend her a portion 
of the bill but she still needed a few hundred 
dollars. If I would send her the needed funds 
by American Express, she would reimburse 

me as soon as she returned to the States.
I received the request on a Friday and, 

before doing anything, called the friend 
on her phone – no answer! I called a few 
times more until I got the message that her 
“mailbox was full.” So she may have really 
been in Kenya!

I then responded to the e-mail, asking 
questions about the trip and also about her 
travel plans, once I sent the money. The 
response was what I expected – written in 
prose that was clearly “English-as-a-second-
language;” obviously a scam. Needless to say, 
no money was sent.

I spoke to the friend on the following 
Monday – coincidently, she had been away 
for the weekend. It turned out that some of 
her friends had fallen for the scam and had 
actually sent money. Not only had they sent 
money but they were angry at her – she felt 
that some of them expected her to make 
good on the money which they had sent (to 
them, it was “sent in good faith;” to me, it was 
“sent in stupidity).

The incident described above happened 
over ten years ago but the same scam was 
tried on me a few days ago. Why are they 
still being tried? Because they work! Because, 
as the saying goes “there is a sucker born every 
minute!”

Every week, I get at least one e-mail 
telling me that I have won some lottery that 
I never entered or have received a bequest 
from a dead relative whom I never knew that 
I had, or …… All scams – and they must 
work or people wouldn’t keep doing them.

If we have that many gullible people 
around who would fall for these scams, does 
it not follow that some people will believe 
anything they read on the Internet – that 
President Obama is a Muslim, that Elvis is 
alive, that Neil Armstrong never walked on 
the moon (it was filmed in a studio), etc.

Admittedly, in the early life of the 
Internet, it had been difficult to know what 
news sources were accurate and which were 
not. No matter what our political biases, 
most of us realize that stories in the New 

York Times or Wall Street Journal have a 
much higher probability of accuracy than 
those found in the Inquirer or other “Super 
Market” newspapers.

We have not yet attained that level 
of sophistication with Internet sources. 
That much is obvious from the amount of 
nonsense that passes through the Internet 
daily. Someone with an agenda makes up 
some political or religious absurdity, attri-
butes it to someone, living or dead, and sends 
it out to as many people as he or she can 
think of (perhaps using address books purloined 
in the above manner) and the cycle begins. 
Many of those that receive it blindly pass 
it on, sometimes with the comment “I don’t 
know if this is true -- but just in case (which I 
find insulting! If people send out anything under 
their name, I feel that they have the responsibil-
ity for checking its accuracy – All they have to do 
is go to www.snopes.com). Scammers also use 
the ruse of sending out nonsense to gather 
e-mails of possible “marks” – cookies can be 
buried or they can just include their own 
e-mail addresses and hope the mail comes 

back (if someone passes on that Neil Armstrong 
walked in Houston rather than on the Moon, 
he / she may be a prime candidate for “You just 
won the Belgium Lottery. Send us your banking 
information and we’ll deposit the $9 million.”).

I am certainly not trying to discour-
age anyone from using the Internet to the 
maximum. I think that everyone should be 
on Facebook, should be using all the news 
sites, taking courses from Coursera, etc. It 
provides the greatest climate for intellectual 
enrichment ever known to humanity – but 
take President Lincoln’s warning to heart!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college pro-
fessor and radio host. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at www.
johnmac13.com .

CREATIVE DISRUPTION: TECHNOLOGY

Thank You, Mr. Lincoln
Continued from page 11
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The cast of King Lear.

John Lithgow as Lear and Clarke Peters as Gloucester in King Lear.

Continued on page 13
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Great Poetry, Grimy Prose
far from easy.

So what we get here under Daniel 
Sullivan’s experienced direction is 
respectable but unmoving. As I have 
often written, Shakespeare does not 
translate readily into American English. 
That language lacks the melody of 
British English. Lithgow is a capable 

actor in modern American roles, but in 
Shakespeare he sounds too much like, 
well, John Lithgow, whom we complai-
santly associate with too many other, 
very different roles.

The excellent John Lee Beatty has 
designed as sole set a huge, dark wall with 
five small doors in it, the sort of thing 
we expect from bedroom farce. That 
wall, spanning the entire stage, seems 

to be made from small tree branches, 
somehow compressed—glued together. 
It does, however, offer Jeff Croiter’s good 
lighting, along with Tal Yarden’s video, 
chances to change its aspects, at one 
time suggesting a leafy bower, at another 
bursting with back-projection fire, along 
with appropriate battle noises.

Speaking of noises, do we have 
to have thunder that sounds like atom 
bombs? And, rather than music, all those 
recurrent drum beats? Costumes, too, are 
a problem since the period is unspeci-
fied, inviting too subjective solutions. 
Though the men display enough leather, 
shouldn’t there also be fur? And would 
the women, for the battleground, dress 
as if to a party? And would Regan and 
Goneril wear identical styles in just dif-
ferent colors? Susan Halperty is known 
to have done better than this.

Performances are respectable but 
unexciting. Thus Chukwudi Iwuji 
(imported from the Royal Shakespeare 
Society) as an uncharismatic Edgar, 
and Eric Sheffer Stevens as a college 
fraternity brother as Edmund. Annette 
Bening is a competent Goneril, but 
squeaky-voiced Jessica Hecht an alto-
gether unconvincing Regan. The usually 
interesting Christopher Innvar is a 
correct but colorless Albany, and Glenn 
Fleshler a more than necessarily repel-
lent Cornwall.

I did, however, like Steven Boyer’s 
Fool, almost as much danced as acted, 

and though today’s feminist actresses 
tend to overdramatize Cordelia, pretty 
Jessica Collins found both the compli-
ant and the commanding in her. Jay 
O. Sanders made an imposing Kent, 
although at times a trifle close to bluster, 
and the stocks he was given—more for 
arms than, as written, legs—definitely 
not blue chip. Minor parts, such as 
Jeremy Bobb’s Oswald, were perfectly 
satisfactory,

How, I wonder, can Kent’s disguise 
be sufficient to make him unrecogniz-
able by Lear and the others remains an 

unsolved puzzle, and, for some reason, 
the mad Lear is denied even minimal 
floral accoutrements. Not a great “King 
Lear,” then, but neither a total loss, espe-
cially effective in the lighter moments.

King Lear production images by and 
courtesy of Joan Marcus, photographer.

VENUE: The Delacourte Theater in 
Central Park General Info: 212-539-
8500; Taub Box Office: 212-967-7555 ( 
Order tickets by telephone from 10 am – 7 
pm daily) – The Box Office window opens 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

John Lithgow as Lear, Annette Bening as Goneril, and Christopher Innvar as Albany in King 
Lear.

(L-R) Steven Boyer as Fool, Jay O. Sanders as Kent, John Lithgow as Lear, and Chukwudi 
Iwuji as Edgar in King Lear.

Continued from page 12

Continued on page 14
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daily at 2 pm, or info@publictheater.org . 
Opening night is set for August 5, 2014. 
The Central Park production will run 
through August 17, 2014.

Now there is “Between Riverside 
and Crazy,” which, like its title, is 
between funny and forced. Author 
Stephen Adly Guirgis, is, befitting 
his provocative name, a curious blend 
of talent and annoyance. He excels at 
replicating the speech of his diverse 
characters, mostly lowlifes, dopy or 
brash, some even criminal. Often they 
strive for respectability, but with rather 
labile success. Is their authenticity suf-
ficient to make us care?

We get here Walter “Pops” 
Washington, a retired and recently 
widowed cop and lusty drinker, involved 
in a years-old feud with the New York 
Police Department, over what he con-
siders inadequate compensation for the 
six bullets he once took on in civvies. 
Basically jovial, he can also turn quite 
ferocious. And now he faces imminent 
eviction.

In his sprawling Riverside Drive 
apartment, scrupulously captured by 
Walt Spangler on a revolving stage, a 
long overstayed Christmas tree adds 
to the general clutter. Walter’s circle 
includes his fairly delinquent son Junior, 
Junior’s shady girlfriend Lulu, Walter’s 
female police partner, known only as 
Detective O’Connor, and her garrulous 

fiancé, Lieutenant Caro, both sympa-
thetic but mostly unheeded. There is also 
Oswaldo, one of transient subletters, a 
somewhat dimwitted fellow and drug 
addict, obsessed with dietary matters, 
whom Pops considers a friend and won’t 
take rent money from.

Finally, there is a woman labeled only 
Church Lady, who is actually substitut-
ing for the usual church lady, caregiver 
and bore. This one is Brazilian and sexier, 
and treats us to an onstage copulation 
with Walter that is more comical than 
arousing. Austin Pendleton’s direction 
helps throughout.

What happens reeks with authen-
ticity but is undernourished on 
significant action, and however much 
persuasive palaver matters, it cannot do 
everything. It is good, though, to see that 
fine character actor Stephen McKinley 
Henderson—a staunch August Wilson 
regular in supporting parts—at last get 
a lead role, which he handles impec-
cably. The others, Victor Almanzar, 
Elizabeth Canavan, Rosal Colon, Liza 
Colon-Zayas, Michael Rispoli and 
Ray Anthony Thomas are all admirably 
convincing.

But the fact remains that not one of 
these characters is someone we would 
want to associate with for a minute after 
the play’s eminently watchable couple of 
hours.

VENUE: Linda Gross Theater, 336 
West 20th Street, Chelsea, New York 
10011. Telephone: 212-691-5919 or 
866-811-4111, www.atlantictheater.org 
. Production run through August 16, 
2014.

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. He reviews books for the New York 
Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.
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Why Incumbents Keep Getting Reelected
Incumbents are Masters at Posing as Outsiders, When in Fact They Are Insiders Who Produce the Congress they Disdain

By Hon. LEE HAMILTON
It’s no news that 
Congress is unpopular. 
In fact, at times it seems 
like the only real novelty 

on Capitol Hill would be a jump in 
its approval rating. In June, a Gallup 
poll found members’ standing with 
the American people at a historic low 
for a midterm-election year. Which 
might have been notable except, as 
The Washington Post pointed out, that 
“Congress’s approval rating has reached 
historic lows at least 12 times since 
2010.”

Here’s the interesting thing: nearly 
three-quarters of Americans want to 
throw out most members of Congress, 
including their own representative, yet 
the vast majority of incumbents will be 
returning to Capitol Hill in January. In 
other words, Americans scorn Congress 
but keep re-electing its members. How 
could this be?

The first thing to remember is that 
members of Congress didn’t get there 
by being lousy politicians. They know 
as well as you and I that Congress is 
unpopular, and they’re masters at sepa-
rating themselves from it and running 
against it — appearing to be outsiders 
trying to get in, rather than insiders 
who produce the Congress they pretend 
to disdain. They’re also adept at talking 
up their own bipartisanship — which is 
what most general-election voters want 
— when, in fact, they almost always vote 
with their own party’s leadership, espe-
cially on the obscure procedural votes 
that can decide an issue before the actual 
up-or-down vote is taken.

Just as important, incumbents enjoy 
an overwhelming advantage in elections: 
a large staff, both in Washington and at 
home, whose jobs focus on helping con-
stituents. They find lost Social Security 
checks, help get funding for economic 
development projects, cut through red 
tape to secure veterans’ benefits. At 

election time, voters remember this.
That’s not the only help members 

can expect. They’re buttressed in ways 
challengers can only dream about. 
They’re paid a good salary, so they don’t 
have to worry about supporting their 
families while they campaign. They get 
to spend their terms effectively cam-
paigning year-round, not just at election 
time, and they are able to saturate their 
state or district with mass mailings. The 
nature of their work allows them to 
build ties to various interest groups back 
home — which quite naturally seek out 
the incumbents and ignore challengers.

Incumbents receive invitations to 
more events than they can possibly 
attend; challengers have trouble finding 
a meeting interested in having them. 
Incumbents get the honored place in 
the parade, the prime speaking position, 
the upper hand when it comes to raising 
money; challengers have to fight for vis-
ibility and money. And the news media 
seek out incumbents, often ignoring the 
challengers.

In fact, challengers are at a dis-
advantage at almost every point in a 
campaign. From building name recogni-
tion to arranging meetings to building 
credibility with editorial boards, donors, 
and opinion leaders, they’re trudging 
uphill. They do get one leg up — they’re 
in the district all the time, while the 
incumbent has to be in Washington 
regularly — but that’s a small advan-
tage compared to the obstacles arrayed 
against them. Especially when districts 
are gerrymandered, as they often are, to 
protect incumbents. This means that in 
primaries, incumbents generally need to 
focus just on the most active voters, while 
in general elections the vast majority can 
consider themselves on safe ground.

But there’s another reason incum-
bents keep getting re-elected that’s also 
worth considering: voters — that’s you 
and me. Most Americans don’t vote, 
which means that a U.S. senator or rep-
resentative might be elected by only 20 
percent of the eligible voters. And those 

who do vote often cast their ballots for 
narrow or unusual reasons. They like the 
way they got treated by the incumbent’s 
staff, or they shook his or her hand at a 
county fair, or they like his or her stand 
on a particular social or economic issue, 
or perhaps they just recognize the name. 
Whatever the case, they don’t look at 
an incumbent’s entire record: votes on a 
cross-section of vital issues; willingness to 
work with members of different ideolo-
gies and backgrounds; ability to explain 
Washington back home and represent 
home in Washington; skill at forging 
consensus on tough policy challenges.

It’s really no mystery that incum-
bent members get re-elected. Their 
advantages are baked into the system.

“Like” the “Center on Congress at 
Indiana University” on Facebook.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center 
on Congress at Indiana University. 
He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

GovernmentSection
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GOVERNMENT

Bipartisan Bill Takes Aim at Sexual Assault on Campuses
WASHINGTON, D.C. – New, bipar-
tisan legislation introduced Wednesday, 
July 30, 2014, takes aim at sexual assaults 
on college and university campuses by 
protecting and empowering students, 
and strengthening accountability and 
transparency for institutions—including 
establishing stiff penalties for non-
compliance with the legislation’s new 
standards for training, data and best 
practices.

Amid troubling reports of cases of 
sexual violence at colleges and universi-
ties, the Campus Safety and Accountability 
Act was announced Wednesday by 
cosponsors Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.), 
Dean Heller (R-Nev.), Richard 
Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Chuck Grassley 
(R-Iowa), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.), Mark Warner 
(D-Va.), and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.). 
The legislation is intended to confront 
a scourge of sexual violence against 
students, as available statistics show 
that approximately 19 percent of under-
graduate women have been the victims 
of sexual assault. Because many crimes 
are not reported, that number could be 
substantially higher.

Several survivors and advocates 
joined the Senators and spoke in support 
of the legislation, including Annie Clark 
and Andrea Pino with “End Rape on 
Campus,” Anna a student survivor from 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges, 
Scott Berkowitz, president and founder 
of RAINN “Rape, Abuse and Incest 
National Network,” the nation’s largest 
anti-sexual assault organization, and 
Wagatwe Wanjuki, an organizer with 
“Know Your IX,” a national survivor-
run, student-driven campaign to end 
campus sexual violence, and a survivor 
from Tufts University.

Currently, an American woman 
who attends college is more likely to be 
a victim of sexual assault than a woman 
who does not attend college. At the 
same time, institutions of higher educa-
tion across the country have been unable, 
or unwilling, to adequately address the 
problem. The current lax oversight of 
the federal laws on the books has the 
perverse effect of incentivizing colleges 
to encourage non-reporting, under-
reporting, and non-compliance with the 
already weak standards under current 
federal law.

The bipartisan Campus Accountability 
and Safety Act will make it in the schools’ 
immediate best interest to take proactive 

steps to protect their students and rid 
their campuses of sexual predators.

Provisions of the bipartisan legisla-
tion include:

· New Campus Resources and 
Support Services for Student Survivors: 
Under this legislation, colleges and uni-
versities will be required to designate 
Confidential Advisors who will serve 
as a confidential resource for victims of 
assaults committed against a student. The 
role of Confidential Advisors will be to 
coordinate support services and accom-
modations for survivors, to provide 
information about options for reporting, 
and to provide guidance or assistance, at 
the direction of the survivor, in report-
ing the crime to campus authorities and/
or local law enforcement. To encour-
age individuals to come forward with 
reports about sexual violence, schools 
will no longer be allowed to sanction a 
student who reveals a violation in good 
faith, such as underage drinking, in the 
process of reporting a sexual violence 
claim.

· Minimum Training Standards for 
On-Campus Personnel: Currently, a 
chronic lack of training of on-campus 
personnel hampers sexual assault inves-
tigations and disciplinary processes, 
often resulting in negative outcomes 
for survivors. This legislation ensures 
that everyone from the Confidential 
Advisors, to those responsible for inves-
tigating and participating in disciplinary 
proceedings, will now receive special-
ized training to ensure they have a firm 
understanding of the nature of these 
crimes and their effect on survivors.

· New Historic Transparency 
Requirements: For the first time, 
students at every university in America 
will be surveyed about their experience 
with sexual violence to get an accurate 

picture of this problem. This new annual 
survey will be standardized and anony-
mous, with the results published online 
so that parents and high school students 
can make an informed choice when 
comparing universities. The Department 
of Education will also be required to 
publish the names of all schools with 
pending investigations, final resolutions, 
and voluntary resolution agreements 
related to Title IX.

· Campus Accountability and 
Coordination with Law Enforcement: 
All schools will now be required to use 
a uniform process for campus disciplin-
ary proceedings and may no longer allow 
athletic departments or other subgroups 
to handle complaints of sexual violence 
for members of that subgroup alone. 
This legislation will require colleges and 
universities to enter into memoranda of 
understanding with all applicable local 
law enforcement agencies to clearly 
delineate responsibilities and share 
information so that when an assault 
occurs, both campus authorities and 
local authorities can focus on solving the 
crime rather than debating jurisdiction.

· Enforceable Title IX Penalties and 
Stiffer Penalties for Clery Act Violations: 
Schools that don’t comply with certain 
requirements under the bill may face a 
penalty of up to 1% of the institution’s 
operating budget. Previously, the only 
allowable penalty was the loss of all 
financial aid which is not practical and 
has never been done. The bill increases 
penalties for Clery Act violations to 
up to $150,000 per violation from the 
current penalty of $35,000.

“This bill represents a rare thing 
in Washington—a truly collaborative, 
bipartisan effort—and that bodes well 
for our shared fight to turn the tide 
against sexual violence on our campuses,” 
Senator McCaskill said. “To curb these 
crimes, students need to be protected 
and empowered, and institutions must 
provide the highest level of responsive-
ness in helping hold perpetrators fully 
accountable. That’s what our legislation 
aims to accomplish.”

“As the father of two women, one 
of whom started college in the fall, this 
is an issue that is important to me as a 
father as well as a Senator. Our children 
should be focused on learning in a safe 
and productive environment, not about 
what dangers exist on their own campus. 
This legislation is an excellent, biparti-
san step forward to making campuses 

safer places. I’m thankful to Senator 
McCaskill, Senator Gillibrand and every 
member of our working group for their 
hard work on this bill,” said Senator 
Dean Heller.

“Campus sexual assault is stag-
geringly prevalent and stunningly 
underreported,” Senator Blumenthal 
said. “This measure addresses a demand 
for justice I heard over and over from 
survivors who felt victimized twice – 
first by their assailant, and again by 
administrators who failed to respond 
adequately. Our approach is survivor-
centered. It guarantees rights, resources, 
and respect to survivors, and it imposes 
irrefutable responsibilities on schools. It 
provides in effect an enforceable bill of 
rights – confidential advisors, trained 
adjudicators, clear access to law enforce-
ment, a fair and professional internal 
process, and penalties for failure to meet 
standards. The message is: campus sexual 
assault must command attention at the 
top administrative rung of all universi-
ties. While we do not dictate a specific, 
uniform disciplinary process for every 
campus, colleges must provide a fair, 
impartial, professional process to all. 
The days of blaming the victim are done. 
College administrators can no longer 
dismiss, demean, or deny the problem. 
Assault-free campuses must be the new 
norm.”

“Our bill has provisions to ensure 
that colleges treat sexual assault 
cases with the seriousness they 
deserve,” Senator Grassley said. “This 
includes better coordination with law 

enforcement and clearer expectations 
for how colleges should handle reports 
of sexual assault. Sexual assault is not 
some mere code of conduct violation. 
It is a major criminal offense. Like with 
any crime, weak enforcement makes the 
problem worse. This bill will start to turn 
that around.”

“We should never accept the fact 
that women are at a greater risk of sexual 
assault as soon as they step onto a college 
campus. But today they are. And it has to 
end,” said Senator Gillibrand. “The best 
way to accomplish this goal is through 
transparency and accountability to flip 
the incentives that currently reward 
keeping sexual assault in the shadows. 
We will not allow these crimes to be 
swept under the rug any longer. Students 
deserve real safety and accountabil-
ity instead of empty promises. Simply 
put, they deserve action, because the 
price of a college education should not 
include a 1 in 5 chance of being sexually 
assaulted.”

“No student should ever face the 
threat of sexual assault, or be the victim 
of sexual violence. When it comes to 
stopping sexual violence on campus, 
we need accountability, transparency, 
and uniformity of standards – not the 
patchwork approach we have now,” said 
Senator Ayotte. “This bipartisan legisla-
tion includes a host of historic reforms 
to ensure greater coordination between 
schools and local law enforcement, 
which will make college campuses safer.”

“As the father of three college-age 
daughters, it is extremely important that we 
understand the scope of this problem and 
that we take steps to deal with it. Combating 

Continued on page 16
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By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano has 
taken a bold and seemingly 
necessary move in appoint-
ing Dennis Robertson 

to Liaison between the Executive and 
Legislative branches of Yonkers govern-
ment on July 30, 2014, that is, the Office of 
the Mayor of Yonkers and the Yonkers City 

Council. The title is somewhat nebulous. 
It does not fully explain the purpose of the 
responsibility and role Robertson is to insin-
uate into the equation as liaison. In speaking 
to Mr Robertson today, his role is to infuse 
purpose and understanding in issues that 
require approval and/or disapproval by the 
two branches of government. The underly-
ing purpose is to focus final outcome for the 
benefit of Yonkersites.

In a sense, Robertson will infuse his 

role in serving the public interest balanced 
against his resume of service in Yonkers as 
a past member of the board of the Yonkers 
IDA and as a member of the Yonkers City 
Council. Robertson understands the process. 
The only concern is whether he will gain the 
respect he has long had for his service to the 
city or will he be diminished and dismissed 
by either one branch or the other. His role 
can be regarded as a government watchdog 
if the common denominator is understood 

by all facets of government and be divulged 
for the rationale it brings into the issues 
discussed.

The issues are many. In economic devel-
opment, Robertson can express the need 
for project to abide by timelines for begin-
ning a project, as well as and end date. He 
can validate promises of job creation for 
Yonkersites first. He can assure that green 
technology is prudent for development 

Mayor Spano Appoints Dennis Robertson to Liaison Between the Executive and Legislative Branches of Government

Dennis Robertson

Obamnesty: Compassionate to Whom??
By LUKE HAMILTON
Liberals will never get tired 
of cloaking themselves in 
compassion and this is true 
of liberals from both sides 
of the aisle. It remains one 

of the oldest canards in the book; that con-
servatives are heartless social Darwinists who 
only care about themselves. This threadbare 
chestnut hinges on an ignorant assump-
tion that all conservatives are rich and all 
rich people are Ebenezer Scrooge (R). The 
reality is that many of the wealthiest indi-
viduals in the country are dyed-in-the-wool 
liberal progressives such as Bill Gates, Mark 
Zuckerberg, Warren Buffet, Oprah Winfrey, 
Larry Ellison, Larry Page, and George Soros 
to name a few. It is also true that we have an 
inordinate amount of generous, rich people 
in America.

So the assumption falls apart on 
multiple levels, but it’s been pervasive enough 
to establish itself as an actionable political 
tool, available to be tapped by Democrats 
and liberal Republicans alike. It allows 
liberals to skirt the fundamental facts of an 
issue and frame their position through the 
lens of emotion. Whether they are discuss-
ing government hand-out programs, gun 
control, abortion, so-called gay marriage, or 
illegal immigration, they rely on the tugging 
of heartstrings, along with the complete 

cessation of all intellectual activity, to garner 
support for their position.

This is why over the past week, we’ve 
been treated to more socio-theological gems 
from Nancy Pelosi. Last Tuesday, Nancy 
suggested we should embrace thousands 
of illegal aliens swarming over our borders 
because the Lord Jesus was an immigrant 
who fled violence in His home country. It 
goes without saying that Nancy’s favorite 
word is The Word, but she seems to have 
forgotten that the Lord returned to His 
home country after a period of time. Then 
last Friday, Nancy compared her illegal 
buddies to Moses, conveniently overlooking 
the fact that Moses was born in Egypt. We 
also got to hear squishy conservative George 
Will suggest that we should welcome these 
illegals to our communities because “the 
idea that we can’t assimilate these 8-year-old 
criminals with their teddy bears is preposter-
ous.” George must not have had the chance 
to read the Pew Research Report, which 
used FOIA (Freedom of Information Act 
a/k/a FOIL) requests to determine that of 
the 60,000 children who had been appre-
hended since last October, 84% of them 
were teenagers. Do you know many 8-year 
old teenagers with teddy bears, George?

The problem is that no one is ques-
tioning their moral assumption. Is offering 
amnesty to illegal aliens really compas-
sionate? If so, compassionate to whom? It’s 

certainly not compassionate to the towns 
where the Feds are dumping these illegals. 
Local officials aren’t being given a choice 
in the matter (or even notification about it 
happening). It’s not compassionate to the 
citizens of these areas who will be forced 
to pick up the tab for the provision of these 
people. In addition to greater fiscal strain, 
these citizens will be forced to deal with 
larger class sizes in public schools, reduced 
access to medical care, increased demand 
for low-income housing without any addi-
tional housing facilities being built, and a 
huge influx of low-skill workers at a time 
when the current supply of low-income jobs 
is dwindling, thanks to Obama’s stagnant 
economy and minimum wage mandates.

It’s also not compassionate to the home 
countries from which the illegal aliens have 
journeyed. Our adoption of their teeming 
masses allows them to outsource their sick 
and impoverished while alleviating the 
economic burden of caring for them (or at 
least the emotional strain of pretending to 
care for them while embezzling funds which 
could have been used for that purpose). It also 
removes the primary threat to the status quo 
in these countries by getting rid of their most 
unsatisfied citizens. As a result, it’s less likely 
that their political systems will be reformed 
to address the root causes of elevated poverty 
and sickness, leading to additional depriva-
tion for citizens down the road.

It’s not compassionate to the illegal 
immigrants either, for the same reason that 
the welfare system in this country isn’t com-
passionate to our poor. A close examination 
of the long-term effects associated with 
government handouts demonstrates that 
taking instead of earning is dehumanizing 
and demoralizing. Just as our welfare system 
encourages choices and behavior which are 
detrimental to the recipient, Obama’s open-
borders-anarchy encourages the same thing 
for the thousands flocking to our southern 
border. Under the Welfare system, a single 
mother receives more money for kicking 
the father of her child out of the house than 
for encouraging him to stay. Obamnesty 
encourages people to put themselves at risk 
by exposing their vulnerability to unscru-
pulous social predators, traveling through 
inhabitable areas with proper supplies, and 
coming in contact with a variety of conta-
gious diseases.

It should be pretty obvious to anyone 
with two brain cells to rub together that 
liberals aren’t encouraging this massive 
influx because of compassion. If they were, 
they would be offering the services of 
their home districts to accommodate their 
newfound Refugee Riders. Publicly. No, 
they are orchestrating this influx in order 
to distill the conservative vote even further. 
Democrats already have a stranglehold on 
the urban vote as a result of their manifold 
hand-out programs. By settling these aliens 
in smaller communities, it will allow them 
to eradicate the voting muscle of small-town 

America, which has traditionally trended 
conservative. As for the liberal Republicans, 
they’re beholden to cronies at the Chamber 
of Commerce who are slathering over the 
prospect of a massive injection of low-cost 
labor.

Charity, required at the barrel of a gun, 
is not charity at all. Americans don’t need 
to be forced to show compassion. We have 
been embracing and welcoming legal immi-
grants since the inception of this nation; but 
the rule of law is fundamental to the fabric 
of America and we will not tolerate wolves, 
draped in the robes of false self-centered 
compassion, here to lecture us. The truly 
compassionate thing to do is to ship these 
folks back to their home countries with the 
instructions to “get back in line” behind those 
aspiring Americans who are attempting to 
immigrate the right way. The legal way.

Luke Hamilton  is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to  be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands  of lib-
erty-starved citizens from the progressive gulags 
of Illinois to  [relative] freedom. Hamilton is 
the  creative mind/voice behind Pillar & Cloud 
Productions, a budding production  company 
which resides at www.PillarCloudProductions.
com. He owes all  to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, whose strength is perfected in his  
weakness.

campus sexual assault requires a renewed 
focus on implementing best practices, and 
that means an open and honest dialogue 
between law enforcement, colleges and uni-
versities, and survivor groups on what works 
and what does not,” said Sen. Mark R. 
Warner. “I am committed to working with 
this strong bipartisan group of colleagues to 

send a clear signal that enough is enough.”
A 2000 Justice Department report esti-

mated that less than 5 percent of victims of 
rape attending college report their attack. 
An investigative series from the non-profit, 
non-partisan Center for Public Integrity 
completed in 2010 found that in many 
cases, victims wishing to report sexual 
assault experienced confusion over how to 

report, confusion over acceptable standards 
of conduct and definitions of rape and 
sexual assault, and a fear of punishment for 
activities preceding some assaults, such as 
underage drinking.

According to the most recent data 
available from the U.S. Department of 
Education, college campuses reported nearly 
5,000 forcible sex offenses in 2012, putting 

college women at a higher risk for sexual 
assault than their non-college bound peers.

 The Department of Education handles 
laws covering sexual assault on campus. Title 
IX, a federal gender equity law, requires 
colleges and universities to respond to sexual 
assault and harassment cases on campus and 
have policies in place to help prevent such 
incidents. The Jeanne Clery Act mandates 
that colleges and universities report infor-
mation on crime on and around campuses 
and provide victims with select rights and 

resources.
The Senators have been working 

together for months to examine federal, 
state, and local policies, collect feedback from 
stakeholders, and craft bipartisan legislation 
to better protect and empower students, 
and hold both perpetrators and institutions 
accountable.

SOURCE: Office of Communications 
from Senator Kirsten Gillibrand.
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Bipartisan Bill Takes Aim at Sexual Assault on Campuses

Continued on page 17
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By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
As is custom, this will be 
my final column until post 
Labor Day and it is quite 

bittersweet.
As I introduce you to our new Village 

Treasurer, Lori Voss, I will also be saying 
farewell to our Superintendent of Public 
Works, Rocco Circosta, who has been a 
beloved Village presence for the past ten 
years.

It has been a year of unprecedented 
internal change at Village Hall, and 
our staff has risen to the challenges and 
changes in a truly admirable way.

Treasurer Bob Fels left us after 24 
years of steadfast service to our Village and 
Lori Voss arrived on June 23, to assume 
the role.

Born in Philadelphia, Lori gradu-
ated from Penn State with a degree in 
English and followed up with an MBA 
from LaSalle University. She has been 
a CPA for 24 years and worked in the 
private sector until 2007 when she joined 
the Town of Mamaroneck as Deputy 
Treasurer. Lori came to our area as a result 
of meeting her husband, a Yonkers native, 
at a concert. She and her husband, Robert, 
live in North Salem.

Lori is a stickler for detail and even 
interviewed our auditors before accept-
ing the Bronxville job. As a result of 
their glowing opinion, Lori had high 
expectations which she said have even 
been exceeded, and has found everyone 
in and out of Village Hall, “helpful and 
welcoming.”

Lori is technologically sophisticated 
and wants to move our Village in that 
direction. Chief on her list is the ability 
for all residents to pay any Village charge 
by credit card, both online and at Village 
Hall. She believes the more technol-
ogy we employ, the more services we can 
offer residents. Lori would even like to see 
Saturday hours during tax season.

She is also very attuned to fraud pre-
vention as we roll out more credit card 
options. Internally, Lori is already tight-
ening our procedures from the simple 
matching all packing slips with invoices 
- to an internal E-pay system for our bills 
so we minimize check writing and with it 
staff time.

She is a great sports fan, cat lover and 
welcome addition to the Bronxville family.

Sadly, at the end of this month 
Rocco Circosta is leaving us for a won-
derful opportunity in the private sector 
at Peckham Industries, a White Plains 
based road construction material supplier. 
Rocco came to us from the Village of 
Ossining ten years ago, where he also held 
the position of Superintendent as Public 
Works. Ossining has four times the resi-
dents of Bronxville and he now laughingly 
admitted he was worried he would not be 
busy enough in our small Village. Such 
was never the case.

In addition to amazing interpersonal 

skills which allowed residents great 
comfort in reaching out to him, Rocco 
concentrated a great deal of energy on a 
coordinated, proactive capital program to 
improve our aging infrastructure. Thanks 
to Rocco’s initiatives, our storm drain and 
sewer system and roadway conditions are 
constantly monitored and improved, and 
he leaves us a very cogent blueprint to 
follow.

When asked what he would do 
if he had an additional ten years with 
us, Rocco believes the sewer and storm 
drainage systems must be constantly 
cleaned and consistently maintained with 
capital outlays. In addition, Rocco believes 
lighting throughout the Village must be 
upgraded as well as much more energy 
efficient, and our DPW work facility must 
be improved to reflect the equipment and 
staff needs of a 2014, not 1942 operation.

Known for his hands-on approach 
and genuine love of our Village, Rocco 
was often here on weekends just to 

check on projects. His open, warm and 
engaging style will be missed on a daily 
basis. Public Works takes calls from resi-
dents all day long, adding to their work 
load the constant need to replace street 
lights, clean streets, pick up garbage and 
recycling and all other maintenance and 
repair items. Staffers too, add to the list, 
with requests to clean our parking lots, 
trim shrubs and trees, stipe and restripe 
our streets, and on and on. Rocco takes 
care of each assignment speedily; there is 
never a need to ask him twice! He has a 
friendly yet professional manner. His love 
of Bronxville Village is evident in every 
task he undertakes. The respect we have for 
him is shared by his colleagues throughout 
the county.

When asked to describe his years 
in Bronxville, the words “amazing and 
rewarding” quickly came to his lips, and 
the feeling about him is mutual.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a sug-
gestion or comment, direct your perspective by 
e-mail to: mayor@vobny.com .

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
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Unprecedented and Bittersweet Metamorphosis
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

GOVERNMENT

Mayor Spano Appoints Dennis Robertson

purposes. He can oversee community 
funding be spent according to statute and by 
legislative conduct.

He will hopefully maintain his resolve 
to serve Yonkersites first and lucidly and 
rationally so as to persuade with facts, merit, 
and experience both branches of government 
to deliver constituent service by legislation. 

Big task indeed!
Simple in purpose, grand in potential 

outcome, but a humongous effort will need 
to be undertaken by Robertson himself to 
move outcome for the benefit of Yonkersites. 
Can he do it? Yes, but only if each side 
intends to serve the present and future of 

Yonkers today. Time frame: I give this effort 
10-12 months for results and outcome to be 
distilled from better understand of the con-
stituents, their needs, the ability of Yonkers to 
deliver, and the vision yet o be shared.

Dennis Robertson will take office on 
August 4, 2014.

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

Continued from page 16
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
Days before the recent Israel/
Hamas conflict erupted, the 
Presbyterian Church USA 
withdrew $21 million worth 
of investments from Israel 

because, as spokesman Heath Rada put it, 
the Israeli government’s actions “harm the 
Palestinian people.”

Soon after, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu appeared on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” and was asked if he was 
“troubled” by the Presbyterian Church’s 
move. Netanyahu responded:

It should trouble all people of conscience 
and morality because it’s so disgraceful. You 
know, you look at what’s happening in the 
Middle East and I think most Americans 
understand this, they see this enormous 
area riveted by religious hatred, by savagery 
of unimaginable proportions. Then you 
come to Israel and you see the one democ-
racy that upholds basic human rights, that 
guards the rights of all minorities, that 
protects Christians—Christians are perse-
cuted throughout the Middle East. So most 
Americans understand that Israel is a beacon 
of civilization and moderation. You know I 
would suggest to these Presbyterian organi-
zations to fly to the Middle East, come and 
see Israel for the embattled democracy that 
it is, and then take a bus tour, go to Libya, 
go to Syria, go to Iraq, and see the difference. 
And I would give them two pieces of advice, 
one is, make sure it’s an armor plated bus, and 
second, don’t say that you’re Christians.

It’s difficult—if not impossible—to 
argue with Netanyahu’s logic. Indeed, several 
points made in his one-minute response are 
deserving of some reflection.

First, the obvious: why is it that self-
professed Christians completely ignore 
the horrific Islamic persecution of fellow 
Christians in the Middle East, while grand-
standing against the Jewish state for trying to 
defend itself against the same ideology that 
persecutes Christians?

And he is absolutely right to say that 
the persecution of Christians in the Mideast 
has reached a point of “savagery of unimagi-
nable proportions.” Perhaps the only thing 
more shocking than the atrocities Mideast 
Christians are exposed to—the slaughters, 

crucifixions, beheadings, torture and rape—
is the absolute silence emanating from 
so-called mainline Protestant churches in 
the U.S.

Note also the nations Netanyahu 
highlighted for their brutal persecution of 
Christian minorities: Libya, Syria, and Iraq. 
Indigenous Christians were markedly better 
off in all three nations before the U.S. got 
involved, specifically be empowering, delib-
erately or not, Islamist forces. Now, according 
to recent studies, Christians in all three 
nations are experiencing the worst form of 
persecution around the globe:

Libya: Ever since U.S.-backed, al-
Qaeda-linked terrorists overthrew Gaddafi, 
Christians—including Americans—have 

been tortured and killed (including for 
refusing to convert) and churches bombed. 
It’s “open season” on Copts, as jihadis issue 
a reward to Muslims who find and kill 
Christians. This was not the case under 
Gaddafi.

Syria: Christians have been attacked 
in indescribable ways—wholesale mas-
sacres, bombed and desecrated churches, 
beheadings, crucifixions, and rampant kid-
nappings—since the U.S.-sponsored “Arab 
Spring” reached the Levant.

Iraq: After the U.S. toppled Saddam 
Hussein, Christian minorities were savagely 
attacked and slaughtered, and dozens of their 
churches were bombed (see here for graphic 
images). In the last decade, Christians have 
been terrorized into near-extinction, with 
well over half of them fleeing Iraq.

If the Presbyterian Church has 
problems with governments that persecute 
people—in this case, the Israeli government’s 
purported treatment of Palestinians, hence 
the Presbyterian Church’s divestment from 
Israel—perhaps it should begin by criticizing 
its own government’s proxy war on fellow 
Christians in the Middle East.

Christians are also being targeted in the 
P.A. territories—by the very same elements 
the Presbyterian Church is trying to defend.

In 2012, for example, a pastor noted 
that “animosity towards the Christian 
minority in areas controlled by the P.A. con-
tinues to get increasingly worse. People are 
always telling [Christians],Convert to Islam. 
Convert to Islam.” And in fact, the kidnap-
ping and forced conversions of Christians in 
Gaza is an ugly reality.”

More recently, nuns of the Greek-
Orthodox monastery in Bethany sent a letter 
to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
urging him to respond to the escalation of 
attacks on the Christian house, including the 
throwing of stones, broken glass, theft and 
looting of the monastery property. “Someone 
wants to send us away,” wrote Sister Ibraxia 
in the letter, “but we will not flee.”

Sadly, the hypocrisy exhibited by 
the Presbyterian Church is not limited 
to that denomination. Some time back, 
fifteen leaders from various U.S. Christian 
denominations—mostly Protestant, includ-
ing the Lutheran, Methodist, and UCC 
Churches—asked Congress to reevaluate 
U.S. military aid to Israel, again, in the context 
of supporting “persecuted” Palestinians.

Yet nary a word from these same church 
leaders concerning the rampant persecution 
of millions of Christians at the hands of 
Muslims in the Middle East—a persecution 
that makes the Palestinians’ situation pale in 
comparison.

Other “leftist” Protestants do find 
time to criticize Muslim persecution of 
Christians—but only to blame Israel for it. 
Thus, Diarmaid MacCulloch, a Fellow of St. 
Cross College, wrote an article in the Daily 
Beast ostensibly addressing the plight of 
Mideast Christians—but only to argue that 
the source of Christian persecution “ in the 
Middle East is seven decades of unresolved 
conflict between Israel and Palestine.”

In reality, far from prompting the per-
secution of Christians, the Arab-Israeli 
conflict is itself a byproduct of the same hos-
tility Islamic supremacism engenders for all 
non-Muslims. The reason hostility for Israel 
is much more viral is because the Jewish 
state holds a unique position of authority 
over Muslims unlike vulnerable Christian 
minorities who can be abused at will (as fully 
explained here).

Little wonder, then, that more Arab 
Christians—double the number of each of 
the preceding three years—are now joining 
the Israel Defense Forces.

They know they can count on basic 
human rights protection from Israel than 
from many of their fellow Christians in the 
West. After all, beyond the sophistry, distor-
tions, and downright lies emanating from 
some of these Christian denominations, the 
fact remains: both Jews and Christians are 
under attack from the same foe and for the 
same reason: they are non-Muslim “infidels” 
who need to be subjugated.

First reported on July 27, 2014 on  CBN News .

Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the 
David Horowitz Freedom Center, a Judith 
Friedman Rosen Writing Fellow at the Middle 
East Forum and a CBN News contributor. 
He is the author of Crucified Again: Exposing 
Islam’s New War on Christians (2013) and The 
Al Qaeda Reader (2007).

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Presbyterian Church USA Criticizes Israel, Ignores Christian Persecution

The Presbyterian Church USA recently withdrew $21 million worth of investments from Israel.

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.
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By NANCY KING
As many in the state focus 
on Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino and 
New York State Governor 
Andrew Cuomo spar on 

the campaign trail toward winning the 
Governor’s mansion in Albany, adept with 
the tricks of the trade. Continuous finger 
pointing is part of the ensemble of tricks 
used to challenge each other. The baramoeter 
gauges whose ethical standard is greater. 
Juxtaposed to the dueling “hombres” is a 
third candidate, challenging Gov. Cuomo in 
the September 9, 2014 Primary to gain the 
Demcratic Party line. Her name is Zephyr 
Teachout. Prof. Teachout is a Brooklyn 
resident. She is an Associate Professor at 
Fordham University of Law. Teachout dis-
tinguishes herself by asserting she is the true 
liberal progressive that New York needs to 
clean up corruption and restore economic 
sovereignty to New York. She promises to 
repeal Common Core, address fracking, 
and expunge the culture of corruption that 
is rampant in New York State. She and her 
running mate, Tim Wu, submitted 45,000 
petition signatures to the New York State 
Board of Elections to secure a primary spot 
this fall. Progressive liberals appreciate her 
stance on social and economic issues, such 
as raising the minimum wage. Unions have 
quietly noted that they secretly wish they 
could publicly endorse her. Perhaps they will.

Teachout’s campaign will have to jump 
over some major hurdles to secure and keep 
that spot on September’s ballot. First off, 
she has no money. It is well known elec-
tions are most often decided in deference to 
the money required to reach the voter. The 
election will be decided on who has the most 
money, Teachout and Wu don’t have any. She 
herself has loaned her campaign a bit of cash 
but without major donors, it is going to be a 
rough go for her. Teachout does not have face 
or name recognition. Even Rob Astorino, 
who is Westchester County Executive of the 
richest county in the state suffers from lack 
of face and name recognition. In a recent poll 
of New York voters, 86% of those questioned 
had no idea who Teachout is.

So who is this mysterious candidate? 
Prof. Teachout has been teaching law at 
Fordham Law School since 2009 when she 
accepted a tenure track position at the pres-
tigious law school. Prior to accepting that 
position, she was a visiting professor at Duke 
University and a lecturer at the University of 
Vermont. The state of Vermont may likely 
be Teachout’s greatest thorn in her side in 
her bid to go head to head against Andrew 
Cuomo. Teachout is from Vermont. When 

the Cuomo camp alleged that Teachout did 
not qualify to stand as a candidate because 
she did not reside in New York State for a 
required 5 years minimum, the Cuomo 
campaign effort failed in proving their math; 
Teachout has resided in Brooklyn for over 5 
year. No apology from the Cuomo camp.

As part of the course, the Cuomo 
administration originally brushed Teachout 
off like an annoying pest since her appear-
ance with Rob Astorino in front of the 
notorious Tweed Courthouse calling for an 
investigation into Andrew Cuomo’s decision 
to disband the Moreland Commission. 
Now she has become a strange ally for 
Astorino calling for a full investigation 
into Morelandgate. Since the day of that 
strange joint press conference, the Cuomo 
camp is no longer laughing at Teachout, 
instead they’re “staging” protests against 
Teachout with employees from the SL 
Green Company; a publicly held real estate 

company who happen to be conveniently 
located close to Cuomo’s midtown office. 
They’re holding mini-protests carrying 
signs that read Teachout-Get Out. This 
is apparently in response to the objection 
filed by the Governor that she fails to meet 
the states residency requirement. The SL 
Green Company must have close ties to 
the Governor since several of the employee 
protesters admitted to being volunteers on 
his campaign.

Cuomo’s tried to prevent Teachout 
from entering into the Primary race by 
courting progressive and liberal Working 
Families Party. New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio brokered the deal with the WFP 
by allegedly promising the WFP everything 
and the kitchen sink if they backed Cuomo 
at the WFP Convention in June 2014.

Nonetheless, it appears that Teachout 
and running mate Tim Wu are non-plussed 
about the political grenades being thrown at 
them. Perhaps because Teachout has exten-
sively written about the wild west aspect of 
a political campaign; about rogue campaign 
fund-raising, and government ethics. This 
was an issue that Governor Cuomo had 
promised the Moreland Commission would 
investigate and remedy. 

Prof. Teachout has also been critical of 
the Governor’s policy of decreasing taxes for 
large corporations and banks. Media savvy 
Teachout was the brains behind Howard 
Dean’s 2004 Internet based Presidential 
campaign, Zephyr Teachout has taken to 
social media to get her platform noticed.

Teachout was the founder and the first 
director of the Sunlight Foundation, a group 
created to make United States Government 
Data more accessible. Joining Rob Astorino 
in calling for Andrew Cuomo to “come 
clean” may make for great political theatre, 
but does it define a good leader? If there 
is no thunder before the rain, then Zephyr 
Teachout will blow away like the light wind 
she was named for.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
Notice of Formation of The Beauty Parlor, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with NY Sec. of 
State on 1/14/14. Office located in Westches-
ter County. SSNY is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: the LLC, 100 Main 
St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

CASSIDY & SONS PROPERTIES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/16/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 771 Nepperhan 
Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

TARRYTOWN VIEW LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/20/13 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

TARRYTOWN VIEW LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/20/13 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Ro-
chelle, NY 10801 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Mazhavil FM Radio LLC, 
a domestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Arti-
cles of Organization filed with the NY State Sec-
retary of State on 05/21/2014. NY office location: 
Westchester County. The secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  The secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of any such process 
against the LLC to 1101 Midland Ave, Bronxville, 
NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful activity

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST 
Rye, NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange 
ST Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT N. ROMANO PLLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/25/14 Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
PLLC 15 North Mill St Nyack, NY 10960 Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC). NAME: BRODHEAD PRODUC-
TIONS, LLC Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 2/26/2014. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 72 
Harmon Avenue, Pelham, New York 10803, prin-
cipal business location of the LLC. Purpose: any 
lawful business activity.

179 BRONX HOLDING LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/11/14 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 305 North Ave New 
Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Who Is Zephyr Teachout?

Zephyr Teachout

               Rod Company, Inc.

ASSOCIATED
LIGHTNING

Lightning Protection!

 www.alrci.com

Free Estimates
Free Inspections

(518) 789-4603
(845) 373-8309
(860) 364-1498

ASSOCIATED
LIGHTNING

http://www.alrci.com


W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

Page 20 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, AUGUST 7, 2014 

WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

The Common Thread Tying Televangelists and Alternative Medicine Proponents Together
By Dr. EVAN LEVINE, 
MD FACC
To the skeptical, Andrew 
Weil, Mehmet Oz, Joe 
Mercola, and Deepak 
Chopra, have an unsavory 

commonality with people like Jimmy 
Swaggart, Benny Hinn, and “The Reverend” 
Jim Bakker. They all offer tales of miracu-
lous healings while peddling something 
seemingly too good to be true. Appealing 
to the naive in order to sell alternative 
health products like special vitamins, books 
or shows that promote unproven products 
like green coffee beans, is a very lucra-
tive business, and many a fortune has been 
made doing it. So while they earn millions of 
dollars and achieve celebrity status, honest 
religious leaders and physicians watch with 
disappointment as these dubious salesmen 
separate the innocent from their savings.

I was searching the cable network the 
other night when I came across Larry King, 
who now promotes a product called Omega 
XL. Larry tells the audience, “I get up in the 
morning to put on my socks, to bend over 
and put them on; I used to have pain. I don’t 
have it anymore.” Viewers are asked to trust 
the opinion of Larry King instead of a real 
scientific study. Whether it’s Larry promot-
ing Omega XL, Mehmet Oz promoting 
green coffee beans, or Joe Mercola’s claims 
about the supplements he sells, the best they 
can do is to ask you to trust them or their 
paid spokesperson. Sure, sometimes they’ll 
mention something about testing on animals 
or on patients, but they can’t show you a study 
that was vetted by real doctors and scientists 
and published in a peer review journal. And 
yet millions of people trust these personali-
ties instead of physicians who truly care for 
them and follow well-established treatments.

Some reading this might suspect I’m 
an advocate for the pharmaceutical industry, 
but if you read my book, “What Your Doctor 
Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You,” or my articles on 
Big Pharma’s products, you’ll surely conclude 
that I am no fan of Big Pharma. Sadly, I 
seem to have attracted attention from some 
very kind, but poorly informed people, who 
appropriately distrust the huge prescription 
drug industry, but make the false assumption 
that I am therefore an advocate for alter-
native medicine. I am not. And folks that 
push alternative products like green coffee, 
colon cleansing, special vitamins, or “miracle” 
Garcinia Cambogia berries, to name just a 
few, are not promoting good health either. 
Actually, I detest these smooth-talking 

“health experts” who have the 
same MO as Jim and Tammy 
Bakker, who market nothing but 
fool’s panaceas. As untrustworthy 
as Big Pharma is, they at least 
produce many products that help 
people, and they are policed, to a 
degree, by the FDA. Alternative 
health potions and pills help vir-
tually no one and receive little if 
any review process from any reg-
ulatory agency — but they make 
the manufacturers mountains of 
money.

There is one simple test for 
most treatments in medicine and 
if you follow this rule, whether it’s 
a drug from Big Pharma, or some 
magic pill sold on TV, you will 
save yourself from false hope and 
an extra credit card bill. The only 
drug, vitamin or mystical potion 
that is likely to help you is one 
that has been studied in a large 
clinical trial, typically at multiple 
accredited sites and hospitals, and 
was compared to a placebo, where 
neither the human patient nor 
physician knew what the subject 
was receiving. This type of study 
is known as a double-blind, ran-
domized, placebo-controlled trial. If Larry 
King, Mehmet Oz, or anyone else for that 
matter, can’t produce that study, then don’t 
buy the products they’re hawking until they 
do.

Larry King, as I wrote, promotes 
Omega XL and I guess people are listen-
ing to him and buying this product. But 
they’re not listening to the medical experts, 
and the makers of Omega-XL (a company 
that goes by the name Great Healthworks), 
can’t show you one double-blinded, random-
ized trial demonstrating any benefits from 
their product against a placebo. And… they 
don’t have to tell you that the authors of a 
study that reviewed several trials on Omega 
products, published in JAMA in 2013 wrote:

In conclusion, omega-3 PUFAs are 
not statistically significantly associated 
with major cardiovascular outcomes across 
various patient populations. Our findings do 
not justify the use of omega-3 as a structured 
intervention in everyday clinical practice 
or guidelines supporting dietary omega-3 
PUFA administration.

Are those who purchase this product on 
the word of Larry King being foolish when 
they ignore the findings of real physicians 
who have no reason to lie about the product’s 

efficacy? What they do say, and place in their 
ads, in the finest of print, as most makers 
of snake oil products do, is the following: 
“*The statements made on our websites have 
not been evaluated by the FDA [U.S. Food 
& Drug Administration]. These products 
are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or 
prevent any disease.”

Joe Theisman, the pitchman for Super 
Beta Prostate, makes claims, as the company 
does, that taking their product will result in 
“fewer bathroom trips, sleep more through 
the night, support more complete bladder 
emptying, and make you feel younger and 
energetic.” But again, in the finest of print 
the company adds this: “*These statements 
have not been evaluated by the Food and 
Drug Administration. This product is not 
intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent 
any disease.” They also claim to have shipped 
over 6 million bottles of something that, 
according to the company that makes and 
sells this stuff, “is not intended to treat, 
cure, or prevent any disease.” Where is PT 
Barnum now?

When you watch the quacks selling their 
books or health products you will commonly 
find them substituting the personal experi-
ence of a paid spokesperson for any real 

clinical data. Physicians I work 
with, including some who have 
worked with Dr. Oz, are appalled 
when a hitherto brilliant surgeon 
like Mehmet Oz tells his devoted 
viewers that green coffee beans or 
some miracle fruit will take off 
that unwanted weight.

On his show, “The Dr. Oz 
Show”, Dr. Oz clearly promotes 
supplements that include 
Garcinia Cambogia and green 
coffee extract. He claims that 
green coffee extract is “one of 
the most important discoveries I 
believe we’ve made that will help 
you burn fat.” (Dr. Oz, September 
10, 2012, Episode The Fat Burner 
that Works). But Dr. Oz fails to 
mention that the study was done 
on only 16 patients, in India, and 
that many considered the results 
a sham. I believe Dr. Oz knows 
these trial results are not from 
a study that he or any good cli-
nician would consider reliable 
enough to justify the statement 
he made. When he touts the 
benefits of Garcinia Cambogia, 
he presents the audience with 
someone who lost weight, as 

they claim, by using his “miracle”product. 
But he also fails to mention trial data that 
refutes those claims, and that includes the 
largest randomized, double-blind, placebo-
controlled trial on the ingredients found in 
Garcinia Cambogia, published in the pres-
tigious Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA). The study concluded 
that this supposed miracle supplement was 
no better than a placebo in helping patients 
lose weight. The authors of this study were 
so convinced of the lack of benefit that they 
concluded:

“Our findings, obtained in a prospec-
tive, randomized, double-blind study, failed 
to detect either weight loss or fat-mobilizing 
effects of hydroxycitric acid beyond those of 
placebo. These observations, the first, to our 
knowledge, to appear in a peer-reviewed 
article using currently accepted experimental 
and statistical methods, do not support a role 
as currently prescribed for the widely used 
herb G cambogia as a facilitator of weight loss.”

For many, like myself, who know 
Mehmet Oz, (I recognize how smart, 
knowledgeable, and assiduous he is). It’s 
disturbing that he does not mention any 
alternative opinions or studies that challenge 
the efficacy of the product. This is not some 

retired athlete, news anchor, or forgotten 
celebrity, but someone who must know there 
are legitimate, scientifically sound studies 
debunking the usefulness of the product 
and yet, that seems to be ignored; perhaps 
because it might diminish the spectacle that 
his show has become.

To many of us it seems that Dr. Oz has 
followed a path similar to that of Anakin 
Skywalker and has turned to the dark side 
to fill up air time and his pockets. In general, 
no matter what claims are made about any 
product sold on TV, I suggest you read the 
disclaimer (usually printed in a font smaller 
than a mite), or just assume that most people 
who took that pill didn’t lose weight, or feel 
better, or urinate less often.

When you see the marketing of any 
health related products on television, espe-
cially by some has-been entertainer or retired 
athlete, you can assume they are lying to you 
as Jimmy Swaggart did to his followers. If 
you can’t resist the temptation to watch an 
infomercial, watch it as if it were a skit on 
the old Second City TV of SNL– it’s just 
comedy and nothing more. And isn’t it ridic-
ulous that anyone would accept the opinions 
of Joe Theismann or Larry King when it 
comes to health issues? Would you consult 
them about heart surgery or chemotherapy? 
Of course not! Who would?

Weight loss formulas, herbal prostate 
medications, colon cleansers, and testos-
terone raising supplements are likely to be 
worthless to you and gold to the con artists 
that sell them. Follow a very simple rule: 
Don’t buy any health product you see sold 
on television. And if you cannot follow this 
golden rule, at least discuss how you wish to 
throw your money away with your physician 
or pharmacist. If your physician or pharma-
cist is selling any of these products, return to 
the golden rule.

While I offer no excuse for these former 
celebrities (whose agents likely got them a 
paying gig to hawk these products), I must 
place the doctors, who have the knowledge 
and experience to know that what they 
are selling is worthless at best and maybe 
harmful, in the same category as smooth 
talking, slippery televangelists.

Evan S. Levine, MD FACC, is Director of 
the Cardiovascular Center at Saint Joseph’s 
Hospital and a Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Medicine at Montefiore Medical Center – 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He is also 
the author of the book “What Your Doctor Won’t 
(or can’t) Tell You”. He lives in Connecticut with 
his wife and children.


