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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

 Of Significance

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has been operating 
for over two years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard Narog and 
Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show 
live or on demand. Share your perspective by calling  (347) 205-9201 
or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

FeatureSection
THE BOGEN PERSPECTIVE

On the 40th Anniversary Celebration of President Nixon’s Impeachment
By BOB K. BOGEN
As one of the very few 
still-above-ground who 
had personal contacts with 
him from his first years in 
politics, in the 1940s, I feel 

some motivation and even an obligation to 
speak out on the sad and amazing See saw 
career of our most disgraced president. On 
top of all his many flaws he remains as only 
the first president in the first two centuries of 
our nation to be forced to resign.

Nixon would have been 100 years old 
last year, but died twenty years ago at 81 from 
a massive stroke.. As many readers have seen, 
this year is the highly published and dis-
cussed fortieth anniversary observance of his 
resignation as president in 1974. Fully three 
dozen books have been published on his 
life and political “adventures”. And the last 
word has surely not yet been written. Only 
a portion of the enormous trove of White 
House tapes have yet been studied.

The press and television have carried 
many panel discussions of Nixon in the last 
two weeks in observance of his removal as 
president forty years ago. Perhaps the media 
and other leaders concluded that waiting for 
a full fiftieth, “Golden Anniversary” in ten 
more years was tempting fate and the grim 
reaper which is decimating the key partici-
pants and contemporary observers from over 
two generations ago.

The National Public Television panel 

was larded with the “usual suspects,’ accord-
ing to reputation are still great Nixon 
supporters and in denial of his many crimes 
against our nation and his sad character 
flaws. I got the idea at least one of them 
wanted him up on Mount Rushmore with 
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Teddy 
Roosevelt! Rather it seems clear that Nixon 
would have spent many of his remaining 
years in prison if his vice president, who had 

to assume the presidency after his forced 
resignation had not given him a full pardon. 
Dozens of Nixon’s key aides in his Watergate 
and related criminal acts had no pardon and 
so went to jail.

My first personal contact with him 
was in early 1947. He had just won his 
first of many elections, to the House of 
Representatives from my own Congressional 
District. I met him as chair of a political 
science club in my high school. The Second 
World War ended, just several years before, 
and even the British leader and hero of the 
war, Winston Churchill, was similarly voted 
out as Prime Minister.

Nixon beat a most highly regarded 
Congressman, Jerry Voorhis, in the fall 
of 1946. Voorhis was a strong patriot and 
liberal, but, in standard Nixon practice, he 
was slandered as a Communist sympathizer. 

The press labeled Voorhis as the most honest 
and up-coming Representative. Voorhis 
later became the head of the American 
Cooperative League.

In Congress, Nixon quickly became a 
partner to Joseph McCarthy on the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, 
and remained until McCarthy was finally 
exposed as a vicious liar and in fact the most 
Un-American.

Two years later Nixon beat another 
excellent man with his usual slashing dishon-
est campaigning. He followed that hollow 
victory with his 1950 slash-and-burn slander 
against Congresswoman Helen Gahagen 
Douglas to gain a short term in the Senate. 
That was the campaign where Nixon won 
his nickname, “Tricky Dick.” [Both words in 
his nickname were appropriate.]

President Richard Nixon

Continued on page 3

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
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On the 40th Anniversary Celebration of President Nixon’s Impeachment

THE BOGEN PERSPECTIVE

For my money, the two great American 
political cartoonists of the Twentieth 
Century were Bill Mauldin and Herblock. 
Mauldin was the leading cartoonist of the 
Second World War front lines in Europe 
as well as of US politics over the following 
decades. I only met Mauldin once, in 1946 
at a Los Angeles restaurant. He certainly 
was one of my favorite heroes and he agreed 
to sign my album of his cartoon I collected 
from the Daily News and the Life Magazine 
cover story about him. Also Herblock often 
dealt with Nixon and Joseph McCarthy. 
One favorite shows McCarthy or Nixon 
furiously rushing up a tall ladder to the torch 
of the Statue of Liberty with a bucket of 
mud, shouting Fire! Fire!

In those early days I may have been 
more or less unique as a student leader that 
crossed paths with Nixon. In any event he 
did send me a big-signed glossy photo of 
himself. Perhaps it would have been worth 
something now on eBay. But it went up on 
my wall and was a favorite dart target. He 
also sent many heavy book cartons of all 
federal laws. Of course my little club had 
no use for all that, but they were apparently 
useful at the local office of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, not likely a Nixon 
favorite charity.

The rest is history. General David 
Eisenhower, a great national military hero, 
but not a politician, was encouraged, appar-
ently against his own personal sense, to take 
Nixon on as his political dirty tricks battler as 
his vice president candidate in 1952. Nixon 
continued his slanderous campaigning for 

Ike through to 1958 while Ike took the 
political high road.

Although repeatedly exposed for his 
actions and gross narcissistic and viscous 
anger, Nixon repeatedly rehabilitated himself 
through his clever and very impressive 
speaking skills. Even in high school he was 
highly successful in debating, though his 
deep inferiority problem was said to lead 
him to repeatedly seek a playing position 
on the school football team, without the 
running and ball handling skills to ever play 
in a game. His hate of the media was well 
known, but his grotesque anti-semitism has 
only become public in later exposure of the 
White House tape recordings.

Many have dug into those tape record-
ings to follow his checkered political career 
ever since [“checkered career” to say the 
least, even aside from his amazing Checkers 
Speech that helped recover his role as a vice 
presidential candidate with Eisenhower. I 
too have delved into hours of tapes to help 
recall more of the Nixon charade…not the 
thousands of hours of the White House 
tapes, but historians’ documentaries.

Woodward and Bernstein, now in their 
seventies and with many full-length books 
published, whose ”most important reporting 
project in history” exposed Nixon’s crimes 
warned us that transparency in government 
was accomplished with tape recordings. That 
was a key to their historic reporting; it is now 
carefully avoided by most public officials.

I would add that as a member of the 
Society of Friends, Quakers, over fifty 
years I am particularly embarrassed at the 
usual identification of Nixon as a Quaker. 

I know his mother was a Quaker and his 
father eventually joined Quakerism as it was 
practiced in a western, pastor-led Friends 
Meeting. I do recall hearing Richard Nixon 
occasionally make some claim as a Friend, 
but I cannot envision him actually joining 
a Friends Meeting congregation, or other-
wise participating in a traditional Friends 
Meeting, or in the American Friends Service 
Committee, or any other Friendly enterprise.

The one other president identified as a 
Quaker was Herbert Hoover. Hoover did 
lead a major relief effort after the First World 
War in Europe. That caught my attention 
as my grandfather crossed paths with him 
as my grandfather also led a major relief 
program during those years that was said to 
have saved hundreds of thousand of lives.

I believe it was Winston Churchill, a 
historian as well as a politician and war hero, 
who said that those who fail to study and 
learn from history are condemned to repeat 
its errors and horrors. Surely at this late date, 
with much accessible digitized knowledge, 
we have no excuse for repeating such earlier 
horrors

Bogen served as Long-Range Planning Director 
for the New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission; Director of the United 
Nations Development Program for Pakistan’s 
Major Metropolitan Region, Karachi; Board 
Chairman of the Communications Committee 
for the United Nations; and Principal 
Representative of Architects / Designers / 
Planners for Social Responsibility to the United 
Nations.

Continued from page 2
River Rock Landscapes Presents NOWA Production’s 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 @ 7:30PM
IRIVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 40 NORTH BWAY, IRVINGTON, NY 10523
General Admission $25; Early Bird  Sale by Aug 30, 2014: $20; Tkts. avail. @ door & at:

https://autumnfrolic.brownpapertickets.com or www.NoWaProductions.com 
 

River Rock Landscapes Presents NOWA Production’s River Rock Landscapes Presents NOWA Production’s 

AUTUMN FROLIC
CLASSICAL POPS

The most popular melodies, waltzes, Neapolitan songs, tshardash, favorites from 
opera and operetta, duets & vocal ensembles, dance & the Royal Piper. 

FEATURING
Malgorzata Kellis, Hyona Kim, 

Theodore Chletsos, Juan Jose Ibarra 

STRING QUARTET 
Krzystof Kuznik, Claire Smith-Bermingham, 
Maurycy Banaszek,  Marta Bedkowski-Reilly

THE POLISH AMERICAN FOLK DANCE COMPANY

POLITICS

Cuomo Wins! / Loses!
By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
Conventional political 
wisdom has New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
winning the Democratic 

primary and the November general election 
handily. The same wisdom has him badly 
damaged in New York and nationally. What 
gives?

The objective measures of political 
success show Cuomo on a roll. He’s raised 
over $35 million. His opponents are starving. 
His poll numbers are good. Most voters 
don’t know the opposition. He’s dominated 
the political news as a candidate in the same 
manner that he dominated the government.

That may be the rub. His political 

operation was never satisfied with winning. 
Opposition was to be crushed and the meth-
odologies were simple and punishing. It 
worked. Republicans voted for gay marriage 
and gun control. Democrats folded to an 
austerity economic agenda that cut taxes for 
the rich, cut spending, and gave billions to 
corporations as “economic development.”

He earned public approval as an effec-
tive executive. But when the inevitable 
mistakes came, there was no cushion of 
goodwill anywhere, no chorus of rebuttals by 
friends and allies. Live by the sword, die by 
the sword.

Cuomo’s mistakes were doozies. He 
championed ethics reform, then publicly 
took apart his own investigative commission 
when it started to look at his $35 million 
in fundraising. He coached a response 

from commission members that moved 
the US Attorney to publicly denounce it 
as witness tampering. He picked an intel-
ligent and likable upstater as his Lieutenant 
Governor candidate who turned out to have 
a very conservative record on immigration, 

Continued on page 4

https://autumnfrolic.brownpapertickets.com
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abortion, guns, etc.
But the heart of the growing disaffec-

tion was probably a political and governing 
strategy that looked smart for the first two 
years of his term. He won in 2010 in the 
midst of a Tea Party sweep. He’s nothing 
if not decisive and he decided to embrace 
a Tea Party-ish economic agenda. He cut 
the estate tax for a few thousand super-rich 
families. He repealed the bank tax. He cut 
state income taxes for those making over 
$300,000. He imposed tax caps on schools 
and local governments, cut school aid and 
bashed public sector unions. At the same 
time he was a big liberal on identity and 

social issues.
He became the main, if not the only, 

“progr-actionary” Democratic governor, 
marrying hard right economics with a hard 
left social agenda.

It’s become fashionable to blame 
Cuomo’s dilemma on personal style defects. 
The New York Times recently portrayed him 
as aloof and unfriendly, and his take-no-
prisoners style has left him with a political 
class more than willing to stick a knife in 
when it can. There’s truth to all that. But the 
larger truth is that Democrats have moved 
away from tax-cutting austerity to concerns 
about income inequality and social invest-
ments. He’s out of step with his base on a lot 
of big issues.

It’s the combination of ideological and 

personal misjudgments that are causing him 
agita on an unprecedented level.

So what do voters do? Very hard to 
tell, but they don’t pay us the zero bucks 
to duck the hard predictions. He wins the 
Democratic Primary with about 60 percent 
of the vote and is declared damaged. He wins 
the general election with about 60 percent of 
the vote and is declared damaged.

Who ever said politics was fair?
First published in he Huffington 

Post on September 3, 2014. http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/richard-brodsky/
cuomo-winsloses_b_5756186.html 

Richard Brodsky is a fellow at the Demos think 
tank in New York City and at the Wagner 
School at New York University. 
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

Advertising Sales
The Westchester Guardian is seeking an enthusiastic & eager 

sales professional that has a passion to succeed. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to join Westchester’s most influential weekly in a vital 
position. You will be selling print and online advertising to existing 

and prospective businesses.

Direct your resume to Hezi Aris - eHezi@hush.com 
Telephone inquiries after 12 Noon: 914-458-1001.

Cuomo Wins! / Loses!
Continued from page 3

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Despite Setbacks, Islamic State Faces no 
Danger to its Existence

By JONATHAN SPYER
The Islamic State this 
week executed kidnapped 
American journalist 
Steven Sotloff – in ‘retalia-
tion’, the group said, for US 

bombing of its area of control in Iraq. The 
murder of Sotloff once more indicated the 
savage brutality of this group.

But while the IS may be almost 
without rivals in terms of its capacity for 
cruelty, events on the ground in Iraq and 
to a lesser extent in Syria are indicating its 
limitations as a military force. IS tactical 
setbacks, however, do not yet cast a serious 
shadow over the future existence of the 
Islamic State.

In early August, IS reached far into 
Iraq in a lightning offensive that left it 

45 km from the Kurdish capital of Erbil 
and in possession of the city of Mosul 
and the Mosul dam, which provides water 
and electricity to northern Iraq and to the 
capital, Iraq. The group’s fighters humili-
ated the Iraqi army in the taking of Mosul 
and the Kurdish Pesh Merga forces in the 
capture of the Sinjar mountain area.

IS went on to carry out atrocities 
against the Yezidi population of the Sinjar 
area, and the Christians of the Mosul area, 
creating a large refugee population. It was 
only airstrikes by the United States Air 
Force commencing on August 8th which 
prevented the fall of Erbil.

The Islamic State remains deployed 
close to the Kurdish capital. This reporter 
last week visited one of the frontline posi-
tions of the Kurdish Pesh Merga, at Khazer 
north west of Erbil. The lines around the 
city are eerily quiet at the moment.

Continued on page 5
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-brodsky/cuomo-winsloses_b_5756186.html
mailto:publisher@westchesterguardian.com
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MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Despite Setbacks, Islamic State Faces no Danger to its Existence

This is because IS knows that were it to 
attempt to roll across the bare, flat ground 
towards the city, the US air response would 
be swift and fierce., and would result in the 
obliteration of the jihadi force.

The halting of the jihadi advance 
toward Erbil is testimony to the might of 
US arms, when they are directed with will 
and a clear goal.

The US has also been engaged, in 
cooperation with the Pesh Merga, Shia 
militias and the Iraqi army, in beginning to 
turn back the IS advances in western Iraq.

This week, the siege on the city of 
Amerli was lifted by Iraqi and Shia militia 
forces, paving the way for the re-conquest 
of Salahuddin province. The advance was 
preceded by US airstrikes on IS positions 
in the town.

The Pesh Merga has also had a good 
few days. The strategic Mosul dam was 
recaptured in late August, in a joint opera-
tion with Iraqi forces. This week the town 
of Zumar was retaken.

Evidence is emerging that US Special 
Operations forces are also engaged in the 
Iraq battles. It is not clear what precise role 
these forces are playing, but their presence 
has no doubt contributed to the relatively 
strong showing of the Iraqi and Kurdish 
forces in recent days.

The evidence indicates that the tactics 
of the Islamic State which enabled the 

group to achieve its rapid gains in Iraq 
in the course of the summer are of less 
application when defending areas against 
a determined attacker. IS has fast moving, 
mobile light infantry forces and employs 
terror tactics to intimidate populations. It 
has limited manpower, however, and no 
particularly original tactical abilities in 
defense, beyond its fighters’ willingness for 
self-sacrifice.

Further west, in Syria, when IS 
fighters have faced the well motivated and 
determined Kurdish YPG militia, they 
have failed to gain ground. In Hasakeh 
province, and further west in the belea-
guered Kobani enclave, the lightly armed 
but highly motivated and well-trained 
YPG fighters have succeeded in holding 
off the jihadis (albeit with heavy losses on 
the Kurdish side). This was so even when 
IS began to deploy US weapons systems 
captured in Mosul against the Kurds in 
Kobani. The enclave remains intact.

So the Islamic State is not invulnera-
ble. Nevertheless, its continued existence is 
under no immediate threat. This is because 
of strategic, not tactical issues.

The forces that would like to destroy 
the Islamic State cannot, and those that 
could do not wish to.

Airstrikes can be useful in enabling 
the Iraqi forces and the Pesh Merga to eat 
away at the eastern edges of the Islamic 

State territory in Iraq. But air power alone 
cannot root out the jihadis from their 
heartlands in Syria, or indeed from their 
Iraqi conquests as a whole. This could only 
be achieved by ground forces.

Assad’s army would certainly like to 
reunite eastern Syria with the rest of the 
country. But Assad’s forces have been 
losing ground to IS in Raqqa province – 
the latest defeat being the loss of the Tabqa 

air base and the subsequent massacre of 
the garrison.

The Iraqi Army and its allied Shia 
militias would also like to win back the 
areas lost to IS, but there is no reason to 
believe that these forces at present have the 
offensive capacity to do so. The Iranians are 
probably in the process of seeking to trans-
form these forces, in a similar way to that 
achieved with regard to Assad’s fighters in 
late 2012/early 2013. Again, the Iraqi Shia 
are relevant only with regard to Iraq. But 
the IS heartland remains in Syria.

The United States lacks a clear 
strategy for how to deal with IS other 
than placing clear red lines before Erbil 
and Baghdad , and assisting the Iraqi army 
and the Kurds. And Syria remains largely 
off-limits, it would appear, despite the 
increasingly fictional nature of the border 
between Iraq and the country to its west.

There is no political will for the kind 
of commitment of western forces which 

could obliterate the Islamic State. And 
the Kurdish forces – both YPG and Pesh 
Merga – are interested in defending and 
maintaining Kurdish areas of control, not 
in offensive operations.

This means that despite the setbacks 
it has been suffering over the previous 
week, the survival of the Islamic State 
does not appear presently in question. The 
Islamic State will exist until someone has 
the ability and the will to destroy it. This 

time does not appear to be imminent
First published by  The Jerusalem Post  

September 4, 2014http://www.meforum.
org/4797/isis-setbacks-existence

Jonathan Spyer is a senior research fellow at 
the Global Research in International Affairs 
(GLORIA) Center and a fellow at the 
Middle East Forum.

An ISIS fighter surrendering to Kurdish forces last month.

Continued from page 4
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
So all of our girls are off to 
school or work leaving my 
wife and I with time on our 
hands. It scared me to death 
as she wrote a “honey ‘to do’ 

list,” which did no include napping. It did 
give me plenty of time to write this week’s 
“empty nest” edition of “News & Notes.”

In honor of those whose lives were lost 
or forever changed by the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, Volunteer New York 
will host “9/11: Serve + Remember” at the 
County Center on Thursday, September 
11th. Westchester County’s formal 9/11 
memorial ceremony also will take place the 
same day beginning at 7pm at The Rising 
at the Kensico Dam. The public is invited to 
attend both events.

The Field Library in Peekskill is hosting 
an event for kids to make a clothes pin photo 
frame, a good way to display your summer 
photos, all supplies are included, free of 
charge.

The Bedford Hills/Katonah Little 
League is offering a Fall Ball season for 
players between 6 - 12 years of age. Fall 
Ball is designed to be fun and instructional. 
Standings and scores are not kept; the 
emphasis is to develop skills, knowledge and 
love of the game. Sure sounds like fun to 
me… All games are played at Bedford Hills 
Memorial Park.

The Celebrate Aging Village Fair 
will take place at the Mount Pleasant 
Community Center, in Valhalla from 10am 
to 2pm on September 16th. Participants will 
be able to experience Westchester County’s 
new Telehealth Intervention Programs for 

Seniors (TIPS). Through TIPS, seniors can 
have their vital signs; blood pressure, pulse, 
blood oxygen level and weight monitored 
for free and receive a TIPS Sheet with 
the results. The seniors will also receive a 
complete benefits assessment to see if they 
could benefit from any support services, 
such as nutrition, transportation, housing or 
caregiving.

The Katonah American Legion will 
hold its annual Clambake from 12Noon to 
6pm on September 13th at the American 
Legion Post 1575 on Route 22. There will be 
massive amounts of good food, burgers, dogs, 
corn, London broil, salad, clams, shrimp, 
calamari, mussels, etc. Soda for the under-21 
crowd and beer and wine will be available 
for the adults. Music will be provided by the 
Annie Mash Duo.

With fall approaching, don’t forget 

the 3rd Annual Hudson Hop & Harvest, 
Saturday, October 4th from 2pm to 7pm 
at Peekskill’s Riverfront Green Park. Enjoy 
craft beer, live music, farm to table food, and 
a farmers market.

Congratulations and three cheers to 
the Bedford-Armonk Rotary as they raised 
over $4,000 for the Westchester Burn Unit 
recently at their annual softball game.

Fall may be my favorite season so you 
know I won’t miss this family-friendly cel-
ebration of all things autumn featuring 
pumpkin carving, cider making and scare-
crow building it’s the annual Scarecrows & 
Pumpkins Parade on October 26th at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center, and no I am not 
being used as a model for the Scarecrows…

Westchester County will once again 
hold a Marylou Seaman Employee Blood 
Drive in partnership with the New York 
Blood Center as part of its September 11th 
observance. The drive is open to the public 
and will take place Thursday, September 11th 

at the County Center in White Plains from 
9am to 4pm. Donors are asked to register in 
advance by contacting Janet Lokay at (914) 
995-2127; walk-ins will also be welcome.

The Katonah Museum Artist 
Association is having an opening reception 
on September 13th from 1-4pm for their 
“Natural Instincts - The Natural World 
Around Us” art exhibit at the Gallery in the 
Park at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation. 
The opening reception and admission to the 
exhibit is free. The work of thirty-nine artists 
will open that day and remain on display 
daily until October 29th.

I can’t believe I am saying this already, 
but good luck to all the area’s high school 
fall sports teams as they start their upcoming 
season… See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

EYE ON THEATRE

But Is It Art?
By JOHN SIMON
If theater were made 
of decibels, Lauren 
Gunderson’s “Bauer” would 
make it big. With a mere 
three characters yelling away, 

it is easily the loudest play around. But as 
Adlai Stevenson observed, “Shouting is not 
a substitute for thinking,” and not for drama 
either. To be sure, there is more than shouting 
in Gunderson’s play, which is not stupid, only 
misguided. It is almost on a worthy topic the 
author comes close to, but does not tackle.

The question is not whether the painter 
Rudolf Bauer, on whose true life story it is 
based, is a tragic case or not; the question 
is “What is Abstract Art?” and “Does It 
Deserve to Be Called Art at All?” This 
Gunderson does not concern herself with. 
Then again, if she did, is it a debate suitable 
to the stage at all?

In my view, all abstract painting is a 
form of self-indulgence. But some of it 
hooks into the unconscious of a large enough 
number of people, while some of it does not.

Or perhaps it is not about number, only 
about what the play refers to as “idiots in 
power” calling the shots. Kandinsky, whom 
Bauer met and was even exhibited with, 
made it—just as undeservedly, I think, as 

Bauer who, after a splash, didn’t—partly 
because he was involved with the prestigious 
Bauhaus, and partly because his work had 
more variety to it.

Another who made it in Non-Objective 

Art, as they called their hyphenated work, 
was Laszlo Moholy-Nagy. But he too was a 
Bauhauser and more than a one-trick pony. 
Still, for a while, even Bauer was going great 
guns, even if his paintings were only circles, 

squares, triangles and rectangles in aggressive 
colors, along with some other quasi-geomet-
rical figures.

Yet there again, why does geometry 
work for the likes of Josef Albers and 

Mark Rothko—just as undeservedly in my 
view—but not for Bauer, despite some recent 
attempts to resuscitate him? This is the real 
question, perhaps too big for the theater 
and certainly so for this modest theatrical 
column.

What Bauer and the play call his art, 
the Realm of the Sublime, I would call the 
Realm of the Ridiculous. Quite rightly, 
Nicholas Fox Weber in his book on the 
Bauhaus calls Bauer (the “Bau” they have in 
common, alas, means nothing) “an inferior 
abstract artist whose style [seems] a thin 
imitation of Kandinsky’s,” although he ranks 
the latter too highly. Non-Objective, in any 
case, should not be confused with Surreal; 
Klee, Ernst and Dali, like similar others, take 
off from realism; Bauer only from colored 
geometry.

A big mistake the play makes is to 
show a supposedly last, unfinished canvas 
of Bauer’s, whether an accurate reproduc-
tion or a mere fantasy hardly matters. The 
mistake swells into projections of all kinds 
of Bauer squiggles and colors onto the three 
white walls of the stage design. It gives away 
the show in both senses of the word: about 
a truly great painter it might be of interest; 
about a hack, it isn’t.

Appropriately, the art books I have 
scoured, make no mention of Bauer, or of 
his sometime mistress, muse, and assiduous 
promoter, the Baroness Hilla Rebay von 

Susi Damilano, Sherman Howard, and Stacy Ross in Lauren Gunderson’s “Bauer”. Photo by and courtesy of David Allen.

Continued on page 7
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By SHERIF AWAD
A new documentary 
directed by Oscar nomi-
nated filmmaker William 
Gazecki, The Outrageous 
Sophie Tucker, focuses on the 

tumultuous early days of this iconic vaude-
ville superstar who ruled the 1920’s Flapper 
Era in the U.S. Before Mae West, Marilyn 
Monroe, Bette Midler, Madonna and 
Lady Gaga, Tucker was the first woman to 
infatuate her audiences with a bold, bawdy 
and brassy style unlike any other previous 
performer. Using recently rediscovered 
personal scrapbooks, Director Gazecki takes 
us on a journey retracing Tucker’s 60-years’ 
show business career in 17 states and across 
Canada, England, Ireland and France. 
With the assistance of 15 time Grammy 
winner Executive Producer Phil Ramone, 
Tucker’s early, once lost recordings serve as 

a wonderful entertaining soundtrack accom-
panying the documentary that featured 
interviews of Tony Bennett, Barbara Walters, 
Michael Feinstein, Carol Channing, Shecky 
Greene,, and Bruce Vilanch in addition to 

archived appearances by Paul Anka, Tony 
Martin, Mickey Rooney, Brenda Lee, and 
Kaye Bal.

Tucker, who was born Sonya Kalish, 
while her parents were en route from Ukraine 
to the U.S., had her first job serving blintzes 
at her parents’ restaurant in Connecticut 

EYE ON THEATRE

Ehrenwiesen, whose pursuit and promotion 
eventually doomed him. I cannot determine 
how much of the play is indeed true to life or 
merely fiction, although the basic plot points 
are indubitably real, for all that makes them 
any more compelling.

The next big mistake of the play is the 
saddling of its three characters—Bauer, his 
devoted wife, Louise, and his benefactress-
nemesis Hilla--with stage German accents. 
This not infrequently used device makes 
no sense whatever and is no pleasure to the 
ear. If a foreign character is to be noted as 
such, the strategy is justified; but where all 
speakers are of the same country sharing its 
unhampered language, the thing is illogical 
and condescending. How much it enraptures 
the groundlings is debatable. Gunderson 
makes the further misstep of peppering 
the dialogue with German words--many 
of them platitudes, such as Schatz, Schatzi 
and Liebchen,--a standard theatrical crutch 
offensive to purists.

Her third insult is all that shouting, most 
of it indicated in the text by italics or block 
capitals, but which a subtler director than Bill 
English might have profitably downplayed. 
It is clearly meant to infuse drama as a sur-
rogate for action, but it only makes it harder 
to catch some of the dialogue, modest as that 
loss may be. In any case, I don’t blame the 
actors, all decent enough.

So we have here, as the painter, a com-
mendable portrayer in Sherman Howard. A 
tall, handsome older actor, he is as good as 
the circumstances permit, and perhaps even 
a bit better. He has to convey a man in his 
early sixties, dying of cancer, and refusing 
to paint again, which he thinks would only 
profit Them, who made him sign a contract 
to give his artistic freedom away. This was 
engineered by Hilla, long in America and 
mistress and artistic adviser to the aged bil-
lionaire Solomon Guggenheim, turning him 
into a huge Bauer collector and Maecenas. 
He assembled a large horde of Bauer works 
for which he now got Frank Lloyd Wright 
to build the Guggenheim Museum. But 
his heir chose a new director for it, bypass-
ing Hilla, and condemning the Bauer 
paintings—scores and scores of them—
to humbling relegation to the museum 
basement. To counteract this, Hilla tries to 
get Rudolf to paint anew and so defeat the 
anti-Bauer cause. Luckily for the play and for 
us, he keeps refusing.

Anyway, Howard does doomed 
dignity, dubious arrogance, and hurt pride—
including racking cough—with estimable 
conviction. He is ably matched by the two 
actresses. As Louise, Susi Damilano is totally 
convincing as someone, possibly from the 
gutter, whom he needed as cook and care-
taker, roles she performs admirably, making 
a histrionic virtue out of devotion. Stacy 
Ross is no less persuasive as sexy Hilla, who 
tries to transcend a very long hostile silence 
into renewed collaboration in remunerative 
activity, perhaps even renewed love, at last 

even gaining Louise as ally. Ross endows 
opportunism with just the right amount of 
affection, not to mention the proper baronial 
hauteur, nicely abetted by Abra Berman’s 
costume design.

Annoying though they are, Micah 
J. Stieglitz projections accomplish their 
intended purpose, such as it is. It took two 
dialect coaches to imbue the cast with duly 
Teutonic pronunciations. Bill English’s 
direction, vocal volume aside, is satisfactory. 
English’s set —the studio in the now aban-
doned New Jersey house bought by Bauer 
with Hilla’s money—is impressive, as are the 
elaborate props amassed by Jacquelyn Scott.

A final disaster is a body-painting 
scene for the women, apparently meant to 
provide climactic action but perfectly ludi-
crous, a ghastly procedure on skin to match 
Rudolf ’s daubs on canvas. As for those 120 
or whatever Bauer paintings, no basement 
can be deep and dark enough for them.

Venue: 59E59 Theater, Theater A, 
59 East 59th Street, New York, NY 10022. 
Performances through October 12, 2014. 
Tickets: Available online at 59E59.org or by 
calling 212.279.4200.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales � nal. No cash or credit card refunds.

BOX OFFICE (914) 592-2222     GROUP SALES (914) 592-2225

LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

DOWNLOAD THE

WBT App

LIVE ON STAGE THRU SEPTEMBER 21

ASK ABOUT OUR

FAMILY

PLAN
ASK ABOUT OUR

FAMILY

PLAN

CAST OF BEATLEMANIA 
FAB FOUR HITS LIVE IN CONCERT  TUES., SEPT. 30

LIVE ON STAGELIVE ON STAGELIVE ON STAGELIVE ON STAGELIVE ON STAGELIVE ON STAGE

“““ FOUR OUT OF FOUR STARSFOUR OUT OF FOUR STARSFOUR OUT OF FOUR STARS”””

“WBT HAS DONE IT AGAIN.
WHAT A WONDERFUL SHOW THIS IS.
…true to the story we all know and love. 

…the special effects are truly outstanding.”
                                       – Sue Ann Witt, RISING MEDIA GROUP

“A BETTER show than we can find currently on   
         Broadway”  – Gary Chattman, THE WESTCHESTER NEWS

                       – George J. Dacre, ROCKLAND COUNTY TIMES

But Is It Art?
Continued from page 6

Gazecki and Tucker
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Early career photo of Sophie Tucker.

Continued on page 8
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Gazecki and Tucker

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

and sometimes sang to earn tips. After 
reinventing herself for the stage, she kept 
an iron grip on fame and money. Through 
changing times and revolving companions, 
the ‘Last of the Red Hot Mamas’ (as she was 
known) remained every inch the star for six 
decades, spreading her ample self around in 
vaudeville, nightclubs, records, radio, TV, and 
movies.

Hers is an upbeat story almost through-
out. And half a century after her death, she 
may not be as famous as her pal Fanny Brice, 
but that’s because Brice was immortalized 
in “Funny Girl”, starring Barbra Streisand. 

Tucker, sometimes recreated by Bette 
Midler onstage, is still remembered for her 
husky, risqué banter and her signature songs 
from the 1920s, Some of These Days and My 
Yiddishe Momme.

Documentary Director William 
Gazecki whose career in the entertain-
ment industry embodies a diverse and 
eclectic mix of talents and skills began as a 
recording engineer in the music business. 
He soon established himself as a talented 
record producer, earning Gold and Platinum 
Record Albums for Bette Midler’s The Rose, 
The Doors’ Alive She Cried and The Doors’ 
Greatest Hits Vol. 2. Gazecki moved on to 
build a successful career in sound mixing 
for television and film, earning three Emmy 

nominations (two 
for Hill Street Blues 
and one for the 
mini-series Foxfire) 
and his first Emmy 
win for St. Elsewhere.

Having trans-
formed himself 
from a recording 
engineer to a record 
producer, making 
the jump from 
film sound mixer 
to film producer/
director seemed a 
natural career move. 
Gazecki turned his 
talents to documen-
tary filmmaking, 
earning an Academy 
Award nomina-
tion and a second 

Emmy win for 
his first feature 
d o c u m e n t a r y 

WACO: The Rules of Engagement (1997). 
He was also a recipient of the International 
Press Academy’s Golden Satellite Award 
for Outstanding Feature Documentary -- 
an honor he received for his second feature 
documentary Reckless Indifference (2000).

Gazecki’s films are a place where 
people can go to obtain not just informa-
tion, but human understanding. Preferring 
to provide insight and awareness through 
his films, Gazecki seeks to impart knowl-
edge; recognizing the difference between 
mundane facts and creating an inspired edu-
cational experience. Gazecki’s last theatrical 
release Crop Circles: Quest for Truth (2002) 
is a fascinating examination of the mysteri-
ous, world-wide crop circle phenomenon. 
The same, Hollywood and writer-director 
M. Night Shyamalan were inspired to 

make a sci-fi thriller about the same phe-
nomenon. The movie starred Mel Gibson 
and Joaquin Phoenix playing farmers 
who discovered mysterious crop circles in 
their fields suggestive of an alien invasion 
about to happen. More recently, William 
completed a 4-part, 5-hour documentary 
mini-series entitled Behind the Masks: The 
Story of the Screen Actors Guild. After com-
pleting his work as the Picture Editor for 
the feature-length documentary Vanishing 
of the Bees in September 2009, he has relo-
cated from Los Angeles to San Francisco. 
Just prior to leaving Los Angeles, William 
was invited into the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences. He now sits on 
the judging committees for both the Oscars 
and the Directors Guild of America Best 
Documentary Director award.

With seven completed long docu-
mentaries, several educational series and 
numerous awards under his belt, filmmaker 
William Gazecki is showing no signs of 
slowing down.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and film festival curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com ), and the artistic director for 
both the Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, 
and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The 
Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, in 
the United States, and is the film critic of Variety 
Arabia (http://varietyarabia.com/), in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasryaly-
oum.com/en/node/198132 ) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

Sophie Tucker at one of her memorable performances.

Documentary Director William Gazecki.

Continued from page 7

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Pope Francis: It Has Always Been About The Poor
And Fools Of Capitalism Call Him A Marxist

By GLENN SLABY
Born in Buenos Aires in 
December 1936, Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio, officially 
committed to the religious 
life in Argentina, joining 

The Society of Jesus as a novice in March 
1958.

The Jesuits’ spirituality is drawn 
from St. Ignatius’ “Spiritual Exercises”, 
whose purpose is to conquer oneself and 
to discipline one’s life in such a way that 
no decision is made under the influence 
of any inordinate attachment, material, 
political, etc. Jesuit formation for the 

priesthood, the longest among Catholic 
religious orders, takes between eight and 
fourteen years.

While obtaining two degrees, Fr. 
Bergoglio was ordained to the priesthood in 
December 1969, taking his fourth and final 
vow in 1973. He was ordained as a bishop 
in 1992. His episcopal motto, miserando 
atque eligendo, stands for Jesus’ mercy towards 
sinners. John Paul II made him Cardinal in 
February 2001.

As archbishop, he kept in touch with 
the poor, assisted in soup kitchens and 
visited the sick, including AIDs victims, 
often showing up unannounced to drink 
tea with parishioners and to support local 

priests. He continuously visited parishes, 
advising priests to have mercy, keep their 
doors open and, remember, “trampling upon 
a person’s dignity is a serious sin”. One initia-
tive planned to be operating by 2016 is for 
two hundred charitable agencies assisting the 
needy and led by an informed laity. Also, new 
parishes were created, administrative offices 
were restructured, pro-life initiatives led, 
and doubled the number of priests assigned 
to work in Buenos Aires slums (villas 
miserias); regarded to be so savage that even 
ambulances and police had refused to enter. 
Practicing sacristy for the street.

Many villas miserias residents rely on 
Continued on page 9
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Pope Francis: It Has Always Been About The Poor

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

church soup kitchens for survival and 
teenage pregnancy is rampant with the main 
culprit being Paco, an addictive, smoke-able 
cocaine by-product that has ravaged the 
slums, increasing crime. In reply, parishes 

started rehab centers, but priests have been 
kidnapped, tortured and murdered. In 2009, 
when one of his priests received a death 
threat for having spoken out against drugs, 
the future pope walked the streets, provid-
ing himself as a target and a dare for anyone 
wanting to retaliate. No one bothered the 
priest again.

The true parable of the Loaves and 
Fishes, as taken by Pope Francis, reflects his 
concepts and ideals oregarding charity and 
poverty. The miracle is not just in the appear-
ance of more food - God did not multiply 
the fish and bread into one large pile. The 
miracle is that as the apostles kept going 
back to retrieve and distribute - more food 
kept appearing. God provided the necessities 
as needed, with leftovers. They never ran out!

Pope Francis and Economic Justice: 
The name Francis has great underlying 
significance as the name of the Christian 
saint, grounded in Jesus Christ with the poor 
and outcasts. Our Pope has known poverty, 
violence, the plague of corrupt politics 
and oppressive governments, the cruelty 

of human trafficking and other forms of 
exploitation. He has seen elites rig political 
systems, keeping the poor in poverty. This 
is what passes as capitalism in most of the 
world. When Americans think about capi-
talism, we think in terms of efficiency and 

production in a rich, free, stable country. We 
may not see what Francis sees.

An economic system, wealth, he insists, 
should “be distributed among each of the 
people and social classes.” A society must care 
for the vulnerable - pregnant women and 
mothers, making sure children have enough 
to eat and basic health care throughout life 
with an adequate education. “The dignity of 
each individual person and the pursuit of the 
common good are concerns which ought 
to shape all economic policies”. One who 
“approaches the Eucharist without compas-
sion for the needy and without sharing will 
not find themselves well with Jesus.”

On Business. Business is a proper 
activity “a noble vocation, provided that those 
engaged in it see themselves challenged by a 
greater meaning in life ... striving to increase 
the goods of this world and to make them 
more accessible to all”. It’s wrong to exploit 
a community without contributing to the 
creation of a stable social and economic 
system as well as fair wages.

On Governments. Government has 

a necessary role. “Economic activity cannot 
solve all social problems through the simple 
application of commercial logic,” Francis 
writes. “It has to be ordered to the attain-
ment of the common good, which is the 
responsibility above all of the political com-
munity.” Calling politics “a lofty vocation and 
one of the highest forms of charity…” while 
the Catholic faith “teaches us to create just 
forms of government, in the realization that 
authority comes from God and is meant for 
the service of the common good.”

The church has consistently rejected 
coercive systems of socialism and collectiv-
ism, because they violate inherent human 
rights to economic freedom and private 
property. The essential element is genuine 
human virtue. “I have never shared the 
Marxist ideology because it is not true.” 
Archbishop Hélder Câmara, of Brazil, 
“When I give food to the poor, they call me a 
saint. When I ask why the poor have no food, 
they call me a Communist.”

On Classifications. Words like 
“liberal” and “conservative” don’t describe 
Francis’. “They divide what shouldn’t be 
divided. We should love the poor and love 
the unborn child. Service to the oppressed 
and service to the family; defense of the weak 
and defense of the unborn child; belief in 
the value of business and belief in restraints 
on predatory business practices — all these 
things spring from the same Catholic com-
mitment to human dignity. There’s nothing 
“progressive” about killing an unborn human 
child or allowing it to happen. And there’s 
nothing “conservative” about ignoring the 
cries of the poor.”

On Globalization. “It is true, global-
ization has saved many persons from poverty, 
but it has condemned many others to die of 
hunger, because with this economic system, 

it becomes selective. The globalization which 
the Church supports is similar not to a 
sphere in which every point is equidistant 
from the center and in which one loses the 
particularity of a people, but a polyhedron, 
with its diverse faces, in which every people 
conserves its own culture, language, religion, 
identity.” This is not Marxism. This is not 
redistribution.

Our first Pope Francis is living by one 

of St. Francis’ great statements - “Preach the 
Gospel, and if necessary use words.”

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A former 
accountant with an MBA, he is a freelancer asso-
ciated with The Westchester Guardian, suffers 
from mental illness, writes part-time, and works 
at the New Rochelle Public Library and at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, New York.

Fishing Daily out of Niantic, CT
Porgies, Seabass, Stripers and Blues

www.BlackHawkSportFishing.com 

Call
800.382.2824

      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR  PARTIES • 2  ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it 
has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy 

from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” 
  Pope Francis.

Continued from page 8

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

http://www.BlackHawkSportFishing.com
http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
mailto:cause4pawsny@aol.com
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First night Highlights: From south 
Florida David Shelley’s Bluestone set con-
sisted of hard driving and soulful blues with 
dual guitars, bass and drums and Shelley’s 
powerful vocals, lead guitarist Dave Scott 
also impressed. More details can be found at

http://www.davidshelleyandbluestone.
com The Bad Boyz Boogie group offers a 
solid mix of rock and blues that scorched 
throughout their entire set. They now feature 
a new vocalist; Richard d’Anjou who was 
in control and captivated the crowd. More 

info at http://badboyzboogie.com Closing 
the night was the dynamic and effervescent 
tour de force Ronnie Baker Brooks who 
featured a three piece horn section. Like 
his legendary father (Lonnie Brooks) and 
his brother (Wayne Baker Brooks) Ronnie 
is a Chicago blues mainstay. Ronnie’s blis-
tering set served up a smart assortment of 
blues, soul, and percolating funk that had the 
Three Rivers crowd on its feet dancing the 
night away. This performance will linger in 
my mind for many years to come, it was that 
strong. More evidence can be found at www.
RonnieBakerBrooks.com

Second night: Whiskey legs is: vocalist 
Maude Brochu, Pascal Denis on drums, 
Guillaume Methot’s guitar, and Louis 
Fernandez’ bass, they charmed the crowd 
with an entertaining set that called on the 

varied likes of Brother Ray Charles, Susan 
Tedeschi, and other rock and soul luminar-
ies. Info at http://whiskylegs.bandcamp.
com Paul Deslauriers is the 2014 winner 
of the prestigious Maple Blues awards for 

best guitarist, and took no prisoners on this 
night of driving rocking blues, and left a 
lasting impression on yours truly. This PDB 
unit is a power trio that stands tall amongst 
Canada’s musical elite contemporaries. 
Additional details: http://pauldeslauriers.ca 
Tommy Castro’s latest edition of his Pain 
Killers needed their best to top Deslauriers’ 
performance, they did not disappoint 
blasting their way through a night of mostly 
rock tunes from their recent recordings. It’s 
taking me a while to enjoy Castro’s latest 
rock oriented band, but I have to admit that 
they are growing on me. But I miss Castro’s 
horn section and his rhythm and blues soul 
and funk grooves that catapulted his name to 
fame. http://tommycastro.com

Night three: I thoroughly enjoyed the 

418 Blues Caravan’s set with blues veteran 
Mike DeWay, singer/guitarist Denis Viel, 
and harmonica player and singer Little 

SOUNDS OF BLUE
2014 Trois-Rivieres en Blues Festival 8/21-8/24
By BOB PUTIGNANO

This is the sixth edition of the Trois-Rivieres en Blues 
Fest ( www.3renblues.com ), otherwise known as 
Three Rivers. Trois-Rivieres is located in the province 
of Quebec, Canada about ninety minutes northeast 
of Montreal, and approximately seventy-five minutes 
from the beautiful Quebec City. 
This special four-day event burns and struts for four 
consecutive days. All of the performances are free.  
Like previous years this festival offered a mix  
of Canadian talent and USA bands.  
From Canada: 418 Blues Caravan,  
Adam Karch, Bad Boyz Boogie &  
Friends, Ben Racine Band,  
D & the Boys, Dan Livingstone,  
Deno Amodeo, Dawn Tyler Watson,  
Guy Belanger, Justin Saladino,  
Louis Janelle Band,  
Miche Love & Blues Dynamites,  
Mike DeWay, Jean “Big” Boudreau,  
MO Blues, Pat Loiselle,  
Paul Delauriers band,  
Ria Reece, Rick L. Blues,  
Steve Strongman and Whisky Legs.  
The United States was represented  
by: Dana Fuchs, David Shelley,  
Otis Taylor, Ronnie Baker Brooks,  
and Tommy Castro’s Pain Killers.

Tommy CastroPaul Deslauriers418 Blues CaravanSteve Strongman

Ronnie Baker

Dana Fuch Band

http://www.davidshelleyandbluestone.com/
http://www.davidshelleyandbluestone.com/
http://badboyzboogie.com/
http://www.ronniebakerbrooks.com/
http://www.ronniebakerbrooks.com/
http://whiskylegs.bandcamp.com/
http://whiskylegs.bandcamp.com/
http://pauldeslauriers.ca/
http://tommycastro.com/
http://www.3renblues.com
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Leslie, as these three pros made it look 
easy as can be with their solid chops and 
interplay. Unfortunately I could not a find 
a web site for this superb band. I’ve seen 
Steve Strongman several times and he’s 
always exceptional, for this go around he 
also brought in Guy Belanger to play harp. 
Strongman delivered the goods in Three 
Rivers, proving that it is not a surprise as to 
why he has been a four time Maple Blues 
Awards winner. More can be found at http://
stevestrongman.com. I’ve always adored 
Otis Taylor’s concerts, his grooves go deep 
into the roots of blues, yet his band sounds 
remarkably fresh and contemporary as they 
continue to attract audiences of all ages. 
Taylor is definitely a true visionary crafting 
mesmerizing rhythms that consistently 
fascinates, which was (once again) the case 
on this very evening. Otis is the definitive 
foundation of this well-polished unit, and I 
also enjoyed Anne Harris’ fiddle playing and 
dance moves, as well as Taylor Scott’s explo-
sive guitar bursts. My only disappointment 
was their missing in action guitarist Shawn 
Starski who is on temporary leave as his wife 
just had a baby. Not to be missed the next 
time the Otis Taylor band comes to your 
town. Factoids at http://otistaylor.com

Final night: An excellent perfor-
mance by veteran singer Dawn Tyler 
Watson, Watson is extremely gifted as 
she’s able to evoke the jazz spirits of Ella 
Fitzgerald, but can also growl like Etta 
James. Previously I’ve seen this talented 
lady in duo performances, but I prefer 
hearing her wail behind a full band 
as she did here in Three Rivers. 
Put an asterisk by her name, 
and check her out in 
performance when 
you can. Details 
at http://dawn-
tylerwatson.
com. My 
f i n a l 

stop was Dana Fuchs Band. Fuchs is 
obviously a very strong vocalist and a tanta-
lizing performer. But after fifteen to twenty 
minutes, her voice becomes piercing and 
hard to endure. Anyway see for yourself at 
http://danafuchs.com

So there you have it. My third Quebec, 
Canada, musical adventure of 2014, all of 
them offered high-quality and memorable 
moments. A lot of this has to do with the 
Canadian go-to promoter Brian Slack who 
consistently exemplifies that he knows how 

to assemble attrac-
tive talent 

that rivals 
any and 
all blues 

based festivals on the planet. Slack 
is also connected to booking some 

of the Blues shows at the Montreal 
Jazz Fest, and the Tremblant Blues Fest, 
as well as Trois-Rivieres. (By the way the 
Tremblant International Blues Festival 
was rightfully honored by the Memphis 

based Blues Foundation with a 
Keeping the Blues Alive award 

in the “International Festival” 
category for 2013.) 

Last but not least: 
I look forward 
to attending 

all of these Quebec festi-
vals again in 2015. Until 
that time keep an eye 
out for what the Three 
Rivers Blues Fest has 
planned for next year at 
www.3renblues.com

Images by and courtesy of 
Bob Putignano.

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with his 
Sounds of Blue radio show: http://www.
SoundsofBlue.com ; Previously a senior con-
tributing editor at Blues Revue, Blueswax, and 
Goldmine magazines, and Music Editor for the 
Yonkers Tribune, The Westchester Guardian, 
and Making A Scene. Direct email to Bob 
Putignano: bob8003@yahoo.com

Dawn Tyler Watson

Anne Harris

David Shelley

Otis TaylorWhisky Legs Band

Bad Boyz Boogie Band

Taylor ScottTommy Castro

http://otistaylor.com/
http://dawntylerwatson.com/
http://dawntylerwatson.com/
http://dawntylerwatson.com/
http://danafuchs.com/
http://www.3renblues.com/
http://wfdu.fm
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.MakingAScene.org
mailto:bob8003@yahoo.com
http://stevestrongman.com
http://stevestrongman.com
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By NANCY KING
My hair needs a good 
coloring. And yet, I haven’t 
colored it in over a month. 
I’m not sure why, but I think 
it has to do with a three-

year-old neighbor who was recently playing 
with my hair while exclaiming that she loved 
the diamonds on my head. Little girl, those 
aren’t diamonds, those are gray hairs. In the 
past two years, I’ve had more hair issues 
than a Mother Superior in a convent full of 
novices. September 2012, saw me shave it for 
the St. Baldrick’s Foundation for children’s’ 
cancer research. In 2013, my husband of 
nearly 25 years left to pursue an affair that 
I got to watch in real time on the Internet. I 
lost my hair again but this time it was due to 
shock baldness…telegen effluvium. As my 
luck would have it, it was always my hair that 
bore the brunt of my stress. I’ve got hair again 
and it is long enough to straighten and put in 

a ponytail… but what’s next? I’ve moved on 
but has my hair moved on?

Little baby Ava wasn’t the only one 
to comment on my need of a dye job. 
Colleagues, girlfriends and even a few brave 
male friends have asked about the status of 
my hair. It is so funny how people come to 
their own conclusions about my lack of hair 
color. I’ve had folks ask if it was a feminist 
statement, or if I was embracing an alternate 
lifestyle and yet another group asked if I was 
too depressed to get the color on my hair. 
My answer to all of them was that all options 
were under consideration but like me, my 
hair was in a phase of transition.

 So now I’m in the midst of an internal 
conflict concerning my hair color. I am now 
57, born in 1957, (how cool is that) but I’m 
not so sure I want to look like 57. After all, 
my idol, the late Nora Ephron said shortly 
before her death that if you kept your hair 
colored and your neck moisturized, nobody 

By PAM YOUNG
Change is inevitable, so we 
may as well enjoy it. For a 
long time I thought I didn’t 
like change. But since I try 
to be very careful about 

the words I use, saying “I don’t like change,” 
bothered me enough to take a closer look at 
those words. (Saying you don’t like something 
makes it so; and since change is inevitable, we 
may as well decide to enjoy it.)

What I realized is thinking I don’t like 
change is a lot of hooey! I do too like change! I 
love clean sheets, fresh towels, and the change 
in seasons. I like the time when day turns to 
night, night turns to day, each different day 
of the week, the growth in goodness of my 
children and grandchildren, new stuff like 
cars, shoes, books and such. I love a change 
of scenery, a vacation, and even “the change of 
life” had its very good qualities.

The reason I thought I didn’t like change 

was because I love a routine. When I have a 
routine (good or bad) I don’t have to think. 
I think what happens is we can get stuck in 
dumb routines and they become such habits 
we just don’t stop to think ourselves out of 
them. When my house was a mess I was 
just stuck in a routine that served up a messy 
home. When I didn’t include exercise in my 
daily life it didn’t serve my body well. When 
I used credit cards as if they were income, the 
outcome was predictable. So it’s not that we 
don’t like change, we don’t like having to think 
about getting out of a bad routine.

It was Einstein, or maybe it was Miley 
Cyrus, who said, “Insanity is doing the same 
thing over and over expecting a different result.”

When we baby step our way into a 
better routine, we get the best of both worlds. 
We get to gently take ourselves into another 
way to live and be happy with ourselves in 
spite of our circumstances, knowing they will 
change. You’ve heard the term KISS. It stands 
for Keep It Simple Stupid. I use the same 

acronym only my KISS stands for Keep It 
Special Sweetie. I heard Garrison Keeler on 
Prairie Home Companion say, “Having ice 
cream for breakfast one morning is wonderful, 
but after ten days of it for breakfast it would 
lose its specialness.”

When I embarked on my plan to get 
organized, I included in the plan a day each 
week in which I could do nothing if I wanted 
to. I could stay in my nightgown all day if I 
wanted to. I could eat over the sink if I wanted 
to. Funny thing is, as I began to live a different 
life of order it took me into a whole new world 
and there is no way I would go back to what I 
have always termed, “my slob days.” I still have 
my free day which has evolved into what I call; 
My Day and I love to stay in my nightgown 
all day if I want to.

I love that we have the freedom and the 
ability to put things behind us and move on, 
and being easy with ourselves as we go makes 
the whole process of change enjoyable.
To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, check 
out www.cluborganized.com. Want to get 
organized? Join the club! It’s free, no dues, no 
uniforms.

By RICH MONETTI
Alice Brightsky began 
putting music together in 
her head at a very early 
age. By 12, she realized her 
synapses could no longer 

hold all that inspiration and a new vehicle 
was needed to develop her lyrical skills. “So 
I bought a guitar,” she says. Eventually she 
began producing actual songs and accumu-
lated enough music by her college years to 
play the local cafes. So as graduation turned 
into a job as a paralegal in New York, accep-
tance to law school put her at odds with her 
creative side. As such, it could be said in ret-
rospect that faced with this defining fork in 
the road, she has in the words of Yogi Berra, 
“taken it.”

In other words, at the time she passed 
on law school, but in considering all the trials 
and tribulations of a music career, which was 
epitomized by a major record deal that fell 
through in 2006, Alice did in fact still opt for 
the art - only in a manner that she wouldn’t 
have to starve. “I realized I’d have to find my 
meal ticket elsewhere and make music for 
the love of it,” said the Pound Ridge, New 
York resident.

Supplementing herself quite well as a 
paralegal nowadays, music as a career took 
on a long-range evolution that involved 
developing as a writer. Stepping back in 2006 
and entering songwriting competitions, she 

says, “that gave me a platform to test out 
what I had long been doing in terms of 
honing my craft.”

A third place finish later that year got 
her more than a good showing among one 
of the judges and really put her in the mix 
of what she was after. “He really liked one of 
my songs, we began to collaborate and the 
chemistry was great,” she said.

Over the ensuing six-year period, 
the duo slowly accumulated originals and 
released an album last May. “It was one long 
process,” she says of Box of Me.

An album’s worth of work may seem 
a little slight for the time period, but there 
are plenty of leftovers waiting for the right 
moment. “Recording is a process. You have 
to find a producer, decide on the best songs 
for each album, and devote the time. So 
there’s a whole subset – a rigor and a disci-
pline; and I need help with all that,” she says.

Even so, a little dust on an arrange-
ment has also revealed shortcomings that 
weren’t apparent at first. “I have things that 
I probably thought at the time were really 
worthy, but now I look back and say, ‘no I 
wouldn’t release this,’” she explains.

No need to waste anything, residue 
frequently suffices as pre-work to a future 
album. This has left her positioned to lay 
down four or five new albums in the near 
future.

But she doesn’t contain herself to any 

single genre either, and that can largely be 
attributed to having a wide range of inter-
ests. “I’m a big fan of blues, country and jazz. 
There’s also pop elements and garage band 
type stuff as well. I just have all these inter-
ests, and I think a lot of my prior life. I tried 
to explore myself in different projects. I had 
a rock band. I had an Indy Folk duo, a Punk 
Rock project and a Hip Hop band. So I’ve 
always tried to jump into all these different 
genres full force,” she says

The writing then arises akin to an 
emotion that has finally bubbled to the 
surface. “It starts with feeling something 
– whether it’s love or heartache – I simply 
realize I have to emote it,” she digresses.

From there, Brightsky just keeps 
banging it out on the guitar – without ever 
writing anything down – until the story ulti-
mately reveals itself. “It’s an almost painful 
experience, but when you hit a stride and 
everything is flowing, that’s an amazing 
feeling,” she says.

More of that – regardless of whether her 
profile elevates – amounts to the future she is 
shooting for. “I don’t have any high aspira-
tions in terms of signing a label or touring 
the world. I just want to continue to make 
music, and I want that music to get better as 
I age. Then I want it to get into the hands of 
people who I think would really appreciate it 
and enjoy it. That’s my goal,” she concludes. 
http://alicebrightsky.com/

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County. 

MUSIC

Alice Brightsky Thrives as an Artist

Alice Brightsky.

Change! Bring it On!
MAKE IT FUN AND IT WILL GET DONE! SELF

Those Diamonds on My Head

Continued on page 13

http://www.cluborganized.com
http://alicebrightsky.com/
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
It’s a bird ... It’s a plane 

... It’s Superman!
“No, It’s an Amazon 

delivery drone.”
“I think it’s a Google drone.”
“Maybe it’s from the NSA.”
“It looks more like the police one that 

came over yesterday.”
“You’re all wrong! It’s from the pho-

tographer down the block.”
Is this the future that we are faced 

with? Some people think it is. Late last 
year, Amazon revealed the testing of its 
delivery drone service, “Amazon Prime 
Air” (http://youtu.be/98BIu9dpwHU) 
and this year, Google announced that it 
has been testing its own drone delivery 
service, “Google Wing” (http://youtu.be/
cRTNvWcx9Oo), in Australia.

These are the first major commercial 
appearances of drones, which are really 
nothing more than updated more powerful 
– much more powerful -- versions of the 
remote controlled unmanned aircraft that 
hobbyists have worked with for years. The 
term “drone” is really the slang name for 
“Unmanned Aerial Vehicle” (“UAV”) but 
drone has become the recognized name by 
commentators, developers, and journalists, 
alike (a very good explanation of the history 
of UAVs and a comprehensive overview of 
the current uses of drones can be found in 
the single issue magazine “Drones: “Are 
They Watching You” (http://www.amazon.
com/gp/dp/B00FL8IQAC/).

Drones first came to public attention 
during the early days of the Afghanistan 
War when they were used to attempt to 
kill known al-Qaeda members who were 
ensconced in areas where it was difficult 

or dangerous to send US ground trips. 
The drones, nicknamed “Predator,” as well 
as the later developed “Reaper” were used 
throughout the remainder of the Bush 
years and continue to be used throughout 
the current Obama administration.

There are many upsides to the use of 
drones in this manner. The most obvious 
is that we can target and kill the enemy 
without exposing troops to combat situ-
ations. Additionally, drones can be used 
for surveillance and intelligence gathering, 
once again, without exposing troops to 
combat situations.

There are, however, critics of using 
drones in warfare. To many, it seems rather 
“creepy” to have drone pilots sitting in 
a safe room in the United States, target-
ing and killing people across the world. 
They feel, without usually saying it, that 
there must be some “fairness” in a war – 
that both sides must have humans at risk. 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, in a letter 
to the New York Times on February 12, 
2013, framed this issue as a moral one, 
writing “Do the United States and its people 
really want to tell those of us who live in the 
rest of the world that our lives are not of the 
same value as yours? That President Obama 
can sign off on a decision to kill us with less 
worry about judicial scrutiny than if the 
target is an American? Would your Supreme 
Court really want to tell humankind that we, 
like the slave Dred Scott in the 19th century, 
are not as human as you are? I cannot believe 
it. I used to say of apartheid that it dehuman-
ized its perpetrators as much as, if not more 
than, its victims. Your response as a society to 
Osama bin Laden and his followers threatens 
to undermine your moral standards and your 
humanity.”

would ever figure out how old you are. Do 
I really want to look “old”? My conflict with 
this comes from struggling with the accep-
tance of the natural aging process. Growing 
old is a bitch no doubt but it does come with 
its own set of privileges. It does in fact come 
with discounts at Dunkin’ Donuts.

At 57, I’m in the best shape of my life 
and as those pesky insurance commercials 
would lead us to believe; I’ve still got a “nice 
long life ahead of me”. What I, along with 
many other older adults struggle with is this 
question: If we to do it naturally and grace-
fully and embrace the aging process what 

will be society’s response? After all, if you 
feel as young as you claim, why aren’t you 
looking youthful as well? As I spend the 
early morning and bedtime hours stripping 
the effects of time, I’m starting to wonder to 
myself “why are you doing all of this”?

Riding into the second half of my 57th 
year, I have decided that after that one box of 
hair color that is lounging under my sink, I’m 
just going to let-it-go. The decision was made 
in introspection and in the spirit of self-love. 
Letting the hair go is the first step of accep-
tance that no matter who you are, you just 
can’t stop the hands of time. Over the past 
year and a half, I’ve watched a loved one 
morph into a person who is unrecognizable. 

Facial work, hair dye, and teeth that look like 
Chiclets have left them looking like that pro-
verbial individual who must do whatever it 
is to stave off the hands of time. No matter 
how you gussy yourself up, you’re not going 
to halt the march of Father Time.

And so, I’m going to claim it and not 
shame it. I’m aging. I’ve got wrinkles gray 

hairs, and I’ve earned every single one of 
them. With age comes the privilege of not 
having to apologize or even quantify your 
opinions and choices; they’re yours, and over 
time you’ve earned the right to voice them 
and wear them any way you want.

So little Ava, I’m glad you enjoyed 
playing with those diamonds on my head; in 

a few months there will be more diamonds 
joining them. I’ll wear them like the shim-
mering crown that they were meant to be. 57 
is turning out to be a very good year indeed.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.
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Those Diamonds on My Head

Hudson Valley 
Surgical Group

777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
914.631.3660  |  HudsonValleySurgeons.com

©
2014 Hudson Valley Surgical Group | All Rights Reserved.

Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD
Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors™

The Advantages of Laparoscopic 
Colon Surgery
Hudson Valley Surgical Group’s Minimally Invasive 
Center offers patients a better choice for colon 
surgery.
 

MINIMALLY INVASIVE CENTER

“The doctors understood how important 
it was to get me back to work in a week.”
Ricky R., colon patient

Hudson Valley Surgical Group 
4000+ laparoscopic surgeries performed providing 
patients the latest in Minimally Invasive Surgery 
while utilizing the most advanced technology.
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Only a handful 
of doctors in 

the US offer this 
surgery!

Call us today for your Free Consultation!*
(914) 712-6365      
White Plains office: 34 South Broadway, Suite 504 • MyNYCpodiatrist.com

   Groundbreaking
  Treatment  for your   
      Foot Pain!

We call it Minimally Invasive Surgery. 
You’ll call it a Miracle.

• In and out surgery in one day
• No stitches
• Walk out of the office after surgery!

Do you have Painful 
Hammertoes or Bunions?

 *(does not include 
    testing or x-rays)

Continued from page 12

Look! Up In The Sky!
TECHNOLOGY / CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued on page 14
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By LUKE HAMILTON
Never one to miss an 
opportunity to grand-stand, 
our Vice-President took 
advantage of the Labor Day 
weekend to shovel some 

bullroar on the good people of Detroit. He 
took to the stump in the Motor City to rattle 
some cages and rally the rapidly-diminishing 
troops as only he can. It’s quite fitting that the 
Vice-President chose Detroit as the backdrop 
for his performance, given that it’s the pov-
erty-stricken love-child of Organized Labor 
and Democratic politician.

On a side note, have we ever had a less-
professional Presidential administration? 
If you watch the speech, you’ll see the 2nd 
most powerful man in the world leaning on 
the podium like he’s drunk and calling union 
officials “man”. Clearly it’s too much to ask 
that Joe maintains a rudimentary grasp of 
the underlying dynamics involved with major 
political issues, but couldn’t he borrow a shred 
of dignity and glue it to his forehead? It’s 
strangely poetic that President Choom-Gang 
picked Delaware’s Jeff Spicoli for his running 
mate…

The Vice-President’s speech was 

boilerplate material for the union rank-and-
file. He extolled the virtues and benefits of 
organized labor, mentioning at one point that 
unions built the middle class in this country 
which in turn has been the key to America’s 
prosperity. Really, Joe? Unions built the 
middle class? I suppose unicorns built the rail-
roads then? If Big Labor was responsible for 
so much prosperity, then it must follow that 
more unions mean more prosperity. No need 
to go any further than the ground he spoke 
from; Detroit was once the poster child for the 
success of labor unions and today an estimated 
60% of children in the city live in poverty. If 
unions produce prosperity, why is Detroit the 
opposite of prosperous?

Sorry Mr. Vice-President, logic and 
history do not affirm your fabrication of 
reality. The truth of the matter is that poverty 

follows organized labor the way moochers 
follow success. Taking a look at the states 
which have the highest percentage of union-
ized workers, we see New York at 24%, Alaska 
at 23%, and Hawaii at 22.1%. If this data is 
cross-referenced with the Composite Cost 
of Living for the first quarter of 2014, culled 
from information provided to the Council 
for Community & Economic Research, 
the states with the highest cost-of-living are 
Hawaii (#1), New York (#3), and Alaska (#4), 
thereby confirming the fact that organized 
labor engenders poverty, not prosperity.

And why is that? Wouldn’t an organi-
zation which requires higher pay for manual 
labor be good for the local economy and 
American industry? In short, no. The reason 
why is because organized labor is a form of 
price control which creates a fissure between 

market forces. Anytime market forces are 
fractured, they will not work as they should. 
When market forces don’t work the way 
they were designed to work, the relationship 
between value and cost becomes unstable and 
this instability leads to economic uncertainty, 
which in turn leads to economic shrinkage 
and ultimately, poverty.

Take for example the “Fight for $15” 
protests going on across the country, where 
fast food workers are trying to force their 
employers to pay them $15/hour. If they 
succeed in their efforts and fast food compa-
nies agree to pay all of their employees $15/
hour, what’s the big deal? Many of those 
workers are currently making around $8/hour, 
so this would mean double the paycheck for 
doing exactly the same job they did for $8. No 

I would normally find it difficult 
to disagree with Archbishop Tutu but, 
although I appreciate his logic, I do in 
this case. In a war, my citizens do have 
“more value” to me and other citizens of 
my country than those of our opponents. 
My country’s goal is to win the war with 
as little risk to its own citizens as possible.

Having written that, I must also 
point out that US superiority in the use of 
drones in the future is not a forgone con-
clusion. Israel, the UK, and France have 
all used drones in military situations and 
China’s drone fleet is said to rival ours. 
Additionally, all it would take in the hands 
of a terrorist would be one drone with 
the necessary range to create havoc in the 
United States.

Beyond the issue of morality, there 
are other points to consider. Drones, while, 
according to “Drones: Are They Watching 
Us?” in early 2013, “have killed more than 
4,700 Taliban and al-Qaeda, although 
exact figures are classified,” have also killed 
others, often innocents, in the strike. The 
drones are firing “Hellfire missiles,” which 
are going to injure or kill anyone else in 
the area. We are told that the military 
attempts to limit such “collateral damage,” 
as it is called, by surveillance to attempt 
to isolate the target helps but this is not 
always practical.

Worse, we have at times killed 

civilians without killing the actual target 
due to misinformation, inadequate sur-
veillance, or other reasons. Such errors 
increase the outrage of those against drone 
warfare.

Another point of contention in this 
discussion was the targeting and killing 
of American citizens who have gone 
to Yemen to support those fighting the 
United States (and even killing the sixteen 
year old son of one of the targets who had 
travelled from Colorado to see his father). 
Critics of this action point out that, under 
our Constitution, citizens have the right to 
a trial by jury, before punishment could be 
handed out.

When questioned as to whether the 
attacks were legal, the Dept. of Justice 
dwelt on the fact that these citizens had 
chosen to join terrorist groups to fight 
against the United States and White 
House Press Secretary Jay Carney said 
“These strikes are legal, they are ethical and 
they are wise.”

Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) dis-
agreed and filibustered on the issue and 
led a protest against the nomination of 
David J. Barron, a Harvard law profes-
sor and a former acting assistant attorney 
general, to a seat on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, 
because he had not released the memos 
which he wrote to the president, justifying 
the targeting and killing of the terrorist 
in question, Anwar al-Awlaki. Paul, in a 
long letter to the New York Times on May 
11th of this year, defended his position and 

noted the agreement of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) with his 
stand, writing “The Bill of Rights is clear. The 
Fifth Amendment provides that no one can be 
“deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law.” The Sixth Amendment 
provides that “the accused shall enjoy the right 
to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury,” as well as the right to be informed of 
all charges and have access to legal counsel. 
These are fundamental rights that cannot be 
waived with a presidential pen. In battle, 
combatants engaged in war against America 
get no due process and may lawfully be killed. 
But citizens not in a battlefield, however 
despicable, are guaranteed a trial by our 
Constitution.”

Paul was not denying that Awlaki 
was a terrorist and should have been the 
subject of action by the US government 
– but not this action. He wrote “Anwar 
al-Awlaki was an American citizen who was 
subject to a kill order from Mr. Obama, and 
was killed in 2011 in Yemen by a missile fired 
from a drone. I don’t doubt that Mr. Awlaki 
committed treason and deserved the most 
severe punishment. Under our Constitution, 
he should have been tried — in absentia, if 
necessary — and allowed a legal defense. If 
he had been convicted and sentenced to death, 
then the execution of that sentence, whether 
by drone or by injection, would not have been 
an issue. But this new legal standard does not 
apply merely to a despicable human being 
who wanted to harm the United States. The 
Obama administration has established a legal 
justification that applies to every American 

citizen, whether in Yemen, Germany or 
Canada. Defending the rights of all American 
citizens to a trial by jury is a core value of our 
Constitution.”

A Gallup Poll in March of 2013 
showed that a majority of Americans 
agreed with the distinctions that Paul 
was making. As reported by The 
Hill (http://thehill.com/blogs/
blog-briefing-room/news/290057-
poll-majority-oppose-drone-strikes-
against-american-citizens), “A majority 
of Americans oppose launching armed drone 
attacks against suspected terrorists who are 
U.S. citizens. The new poll from Gallup 
found majorities oppose the strikes regardless 
of whether they are used against U.S. citizens 
within the United States or abroad. Gallup 
found a majority supports using drones 
against foreign nationals suspected of ter-
rorism. Sixty-five percent believe the United 
States should launch drone strikes against 
terror suspects abroad, with 28 percent 
opposing such moves. But that support drops 
to 41 percent if the suspect is a U.S. citizen, 
with 52 percent opposing such a strike.”

President Obama, in his January 
31, 2014 State of the Union Address, 
responded to the criticism by saying “I’ve 
imposed prudent limits on the use of drones 
-- for we will not be safer if people abroad 
believe we strike within their countries 
without regard for the consequence.”

The US is close to alone in the 
world in its support for drone strikes. A 
Washington Post article of July 15th of 
this year (http://www.washingtonpost.

com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2014/07/15/
americans-are-fine-with-drone-
strikes-everyone-else-in-the-world-
not-so-much/) bears this out – “Despite 
plenty of debate in Congress, a majority of 
the American people (52 percent) remain in 
favor of using drones against extremists on 
foreign soil. On that count, though, the United 
States is in the distinct minority on the Planet 
Earth. While a slight majority in the United 
States approve of drone strikes, only two other 
countries— Kenya and Israel — approve 
of them.” (The graphics in this article are 
worth looking at).

The questions and debates will 
continue, both domestically and abroad, 
and will probably change in dimension 
as more and more countries, friendly and 
unfriendly, acquire drones – just as most 
countries were against nuclear weapons 
until they acquired them.
Next Week – Domestic Drones.
Comments on this issue to johnmac13@
gmail.com

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college 
professor and radio host. Links to other 
writings, Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at his 
web home, www.johnmac13.com, his books 
are available on Amazon (bit.ly/johnmac), 
he may be found on Facebook, LinkedIn & 
Skype as johnmac13 and he blogs at http://
open.salon.com/blog/johnmac13. He is also 
a member of ACM, American Academy of 
Poets, ACLU, and Freelancers Union
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By Prof. OREN M. 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
In his blockbuster book 
Capital in the Twenty-First 
Century Thomas Piketty 
observes that the history of 

the distribution of wealth has always been 
deeply political and cannot be reduced to 
so-called neutral economic mechanisms. 
But much of this has been obscured by the 
economic discipline’s “childish passion for 
mathematics,” an obsession that has only 
served to create the appearance of being sci-
entific, without having to answer the far more 
complex question posed by the real world in 
which we live. The same critique, however, 
applies to the minimum wage debate.

When it comes to the minimum wage 
debate, the question that we as a society should 
be asking is why has there been a tendency to 
defer to the neoclassical economics model 
that holds that increases in the minimum 
wage will lower employment. We know that 
there are other models that predict otherwise. 
The efficiency wage model holds that increas-
ing the minimum wage will lead to greater 
productivity and efficiency. The macroeco-
nomic model holds that higher wages increase 

purchasing power which over time will lead 
to economic growth. And yet, the neoclassi-
cal model has become the reigning orthodoxy. 
Why?

Arguably the case could be made that 
we have a long history going back to the 
Progressive period in American history of 
deferring to expertise. Policy decisions based 
on scientific models, we assume, must be 
correct. Therefore, if the model says that 
minimum wage increases will lead to lower 
employment, and these are “scientifically” 
trained experts telling us this, it must be true. 
Unfortunately, that does not explain why we 
defer to this model when others are just as 
valid. It also does not explain why we continue 
to persist in believing this model when a 
wealth of empirical evidence, grounded in 
equally scientific methodology, says otherwise.

If nothing else, neoclassical econom-
ics has succeeded in making efficiency the 
unquestioned objective of economic theory, 
largely because there is a parallel with utili-
tarianism in liberal thought. Utilitarianism 
assumes the greatest happiness will be 
achieved when the greatest number of people 
are happy, or in economic terms are made 
better off. That is, they will only be happy 

when the greatest benefit occurs with the least 
amount of pain, which similarly translates to 
the least cost. Applied to the minimum wage, 
we all will be better off when the greatest 
number of people are employed, even if the 
wages they earn are too little to live on.

The first reason the orthodoxy is so 
entrenched is because of our commitment 
to a particular definition of efficiency. Why 
this definition? Because the experts said so. 
The second reason has to do with the com-
position of the minimum wage labor market 
itself. Because only a small fraction of the labor 
market actually earns the statutory minimum 
wage, the potential benefits are presumed to 
be so small that they could not possibly offset 
the more likely larger costs.

Of course, this misses the obvious reality 
that the minimum wage labor market is con-
siderably larger when constructed in terms 
of who earns the “effective” minimum wage 
— various wage ranges around the statutory 
minimum. If a larger number of people are 
affected by the issue, not only might there 
be a greater sense of political urgency, but the 
reigning understanding of efficiency may be 
called into question. Is the economy really 
efficient when a sizeable number of workers 

have to rely on various publically provided 
subsidies to subsist?

A third reason for the prevalence of 
the orthodoxy has to do with ideology and 
a general anti-labor bias built into econom-
ics models generally. Because the economics 
profession produces what society takes for 
economic knowledge, it has assumed the role 
of determining society’s vision of how the 
economy works. The reigning model of com-
petitive markets assumes unemployment to be 
caused by high and rigid wages. And because 
labor market institutions like the minimum 
wage serve to raise wages, they obviously are 
forces driving up unemployment.

Competitive market theory is also anti-
labor because it treats labor as a commodity. 
Workers are simply inputs in the production 
process, and as such have no personalities of 
their own. Therefore, as competitive market 
theory assumes a full employment economy, 
the minimum wage orthodoxy is not only a 
product of those assumptions, but it nicely 
serves the interests of those who believe that 
all government interventions, whatever their 
form, greatly undermine free market ideology 
and free choice.

additional value has been added, the price of 
labor has been arbitrarily set, causing a dis-
connect. The company’s overhead has now 
effectively doubled, while the revenue hasn’t. 
Market forces dictate that when a com-
pany’s revenue rises, a company can safely 
increase its overhead. But if the overhead 
increases without a commensurate increase 
in revenue, there is a problem. Now compa-
nies can deal with this problem, but it isn’t 
pretty. They have to come up with the extra 
funds for the increased overhead. To do this, 
they can a) take this money from company 
profit, b) increase revenue by raising the price 
they charge for their goods, or c) reduce the 
overhead by cutting headcount.

Option A is the choice which most 
union protests are focused on, but it is the 

least likely to happen. The reason why is 
that many companies which seem highly 
profitable are running on a razor-thin profit 
margin. Take hospitals for example. They 
have cutting edge technology and surgeons 
who make ridiculous amounts of money, 
but the average net profit across the hospital 
industry is 3.7%. That kind of profit margin 
could not absorb a 100% increase in labor 
costs. “Specialty” eateries like Papa John’s, 
Panera Bread, and Potbelly Sandwiches 
run an average of 1.2% net profit across 
the industry sector. So Option A is almost 
always off the table. Option B is the route 
most companies seem to choose these days. 
They pass the cost of increased labor onto 
their customers, which usually results in 
loss of business as consumers find other, 
more reasonable options. This means even 
less revenue than before and that leads to 
a company with an unhealthy economic 
outlook. It also means that the customers 

which remain are less prosperous since they 
have to fork over more moolah than before.

Finally, we have Option C. Companies 
can decide to do more with less. If your 
overhead doubles, then you can absorb 
that increase by cutting your labor force in 
half. This leads to unemployed Americans, 
over-worked laborers, and crappy service/
products. If fast food workers don’t get back 
to work, they might find themselves faced 
with Option C pretty soon. A company 
named Momentum Machines has built 
a burger-making robot which can produce 
one burger every 10 seconds! Word is that 
the robot is guaranteed to arrive with a 
microchip which prevents it from being 
recruited by SEIU.

If you talk about making more money, 
everyone will stop to listen. But if you 
advocate doing so in a manner completely 
divorced from economic forces, the only 
guaranteed result is financial hardship for 

yourself and/or the company for which you 
work. Mr. Vice-President, perhaps it’s time 
you examined the real reason for America’s 
once-robust middle class: the wealth-
creation machine which is was American 
free-market capitalism and the market forces 
harnessed for that creation.

Luke Hamilton  is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to  be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands  of lib-
erty-starved citizens from the progressive gulags 
of Illinois to  [relative] freedom. Hamilton is 
the  creative mind/voice behind Pillar & Cloud 
Productions, a budding production  company 
which resides at www.PillarCloudProductions.
com. He owes all  to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, whose strength is perfected in his  
weakness.
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ridgefieldplayhouse.org

ROCK SERIES

DoyLe CoFFIN ARCHITeCTuRe SINGeR SoNGWRITeR SeRIeS

Loudon Wainwright
With Special Guest Kath Buckell
Fri, Sept. 12 @ 8PM
From M*A*S*H to 2010
Grammy Award Winner for
Best Traditional Folk
Album!  Don’t miss a great
night of folk music com-
bined with storytelling!

Janis Ian
Sun, Sept. 21 @ 8PM
Grammy Award Winning
Singer Songwriter with her
critically acclaimed hit “At
Seventeen” and more!

SIG HANSEN & FRIENDS
Sat, Sept. 13 @ 7:30PM
Behind the scenes stories,

clips,  Q&A and more!
Learn what it 

takes to survive one of the
world’s most dangerous jobs!

MOFFLY MEDIA ENTERTAINING 
CONVERSATIONS SERIES

NRBQ
Fri, Sept. 19 @ 8PM
The world’s greatest ‘bar
band’ brings their mix of
R&B, pop and jazz – that
will make you dance!

Tig Notaro
Mon, Sept. 29 @ 8PM
From Comedy Central,
The Sarah Silverman 
Program, NPR's This
American Life & Wait
Wait... Don't Tell Me!

CLARK CONSTRUCTION COMEDY SERIES

Macy Gray
Sat, Oct. 4 @ 8PM
Grammy Award Winning
Singer-Songwriter best
known for her Interna-
tional hit “I Try”.

Charlie Daniels Band
With Special Guest Jamie McLean Band

Fri, Oct. 24 @ 8PM
With hits “Long Haired 
Country Boy,” “The South’s 
Gonna Do It Again,” & “The
Devil Went Down to Georgia.”

Whoopi Goldberg
Sat, Oct. 11 @ 8:30PM
Don’t miss a great night 
of stand-up with this 
comedy legend!

DEADLIEST 
CATCH

RP westchester guardian sept 11.qxp_Layou          
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By BURAK BEKDIL 
A front-page headline was 
particularly revealing: They 
(Israel) bombed a mosque in 
Gaza! Including the excla-

mation mark!
A quick Internet search, if you typed 

“mosque bombing Shiite-Sunni,” would give 
you 782,000 results on July 16.

Why did we not hear one single Turkish 
voice protest the death of 300,000 Muslims 
in Darfur?

Hamas’s Charter is must-read fun.
Jihadists keep on saying that “they love 

death more than we love life.” Good for 

them.
Then there are the proxy jihadists. In 

2012, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps 
commander, Mohammad Ali Jafari, said 
that, “Iran provided the Palestinian organiza-
tions the technology to produce Fajr-5 and 
other missiles, and they can now produce 
these missiles themselves in large quantities.” 
Apparently, Iran will fight Israel down to 
the last Palestinian. And so will Mr. Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan the Sunni mullah. It’s one of 
the rare qualities Sunni and Shiite Islamists 
feature: They have an obsession about 
fighting Israel at times when their Sunni 
and Shiite militants are not busy killing each 
other.

A recent front-page headline in 
Turkey’s flagship newspaper, Hürriyet, was 
particularly revealing: They (Israel) bombed 
a mosque in Gaza! Including the exclama-
tion mark! Yes, the exclamation mark, at 
times when sectarian mosque bombing is so 
routine that it cannot find even a few column 
inches of space in Muslim newspapers. A 
quick internet search, if you typed the words 
“mosque bombing Shiite-Sunni,” would give 
you 782,000 results on July 16.

But again, the “they-(Israel)-bombed-
a-mosque” shock on Muslim faces is not too 
unfamiliar. From my column on June 3, 2010, 
“Why is Palestine ‘a second Cyprus’ for Turks?”:

A fourth reason the orthodoxy may be 
so entrenched is because there is simply a 
crisis in vision, as Piketty alludes to. Modern 
economic thought simply lacks a sense of 
how society ought to be ordered and how 
modern scientific analysis ought to be put 
in the service of that vision. Because of this 
we often miss the potential for the minimum 
wage to serve other policy interests, such as 
making for a more just and democratic 
society precisely because it may help restore 

the middle class.
Lastly, the orthodoxy may be so 

entrenched because it well serves a set of 
economic interests. Various studies in the 
political science literature have found that 
when it comes to the minimum wage, 
members of Congress tend to be far more 
responsive to the wealthy than they are to 
the poor or even the middle class. To the 
extent that this is true, minimum wage 
advocates do nobody any favors when 
they present it as an anti-poverty measure. 
Moreover, as long as elections in this country 

continue to be financed through private 
donations, especially soft money, then it is a 
foregone conclusion that the model that best 
serves those interests will continue to reign 
supreme.

At the end of the day, the minimum 
wage orthodoxy predicated on competitive 
market theory reigns supreme because it 
politically serves wealthy interests to whom 
policymakers are more responsive to because 
they also happen to be in the top 1 percent 
of the income distribution. It would appear 
that minimum wage policy, along with other 

social policies, has fallen victim to the polar-
ization of the U.S. that is intimately tied to 
the growth in income inequality. On the 
one hand, we cannot raise the minimum 
wage because legislative bodies being more 
responsive to the wealthy is a consequence 
of growing income inequality. But on the 
other hand, a higher minimum wage that 
helps the middle class through its ripple 
effects will reduce the gap between the top 
and the bottom. It is for this reason that 
the minimum wage has to be marketed as 
middle class issues, whose benefits can be 
said to extend to all.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 

policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author of 
several books on wage policy. They include the 
just published: Wage Policy, Income Distribution 
and Democratic Theory (http://www.routledge.
com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews); 
The Political Economy of the Living Wage: A 
Study of Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and 
The Case of the Minimum Wage: Competing 
Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). He is a 
researcher for the Employment Policy Research 
Network (EPRN), and some of his work can 
be found at http://www.employmentpolicy.org/
people/oren-levin-waldman. Direct emal to: 
olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
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Abinanti to Host Series of Town Hall Meetings
TA R R Y T O W N , 
NY -- Assemblyman 
Tom Abinanti 
( D - G re e n b u r g h /
Mt. Pleasant) will be 
conducting a series 
of public town hall

meetings throughout the 92nd Assembly 
District. The meetings are designed for 
Assemblyman Abinanti to provide updates 
on State government and to hear the 
concerns of his constituents.

The town hall meetings are as follows:
•  Monday, September 15, Mount Pleasant 

Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville

•  Tuesday, September 23, James Harmon 
Community Center, 44 Main St., 
Hastings

•  Tuesday, September 30, Greenburgh 
Town Hall, 177 Hillside Ave., 
Greenburgh

•  Monday, October 6, Warner Library, 121 
N. Broadway, Tarrytown

All residents of the 92nd AD are 
invited to attend. Meetings will be held at 
7:00 PM.

GOVERNMENT

YONKERS, NY –September 2, 2014 -- 
The Yonkers City Council called on New 
York State Governor Andrew Cuomo today 
to take steps to end the “Gap Elimination 
Adjustment” (GEA) that they say has com-
pounded the historic under-funding of City 
schools by Albany. The Council voted earlier 
this year to initiate a lawsuit to overturn the 
GEA, which has deprived Yonkers of over 
$110 million of school aid since 2010.

“The City of Lockport has been in the 
news recently for seeking borrowing autho-
rization from Albany after years of fiscal 
mismanagement,” Majority Leader John 
Larkin said. “Due to a $55 million error by the 
Board of Education, Yonkers found itself in a 
fiscal hole, and rather than ending the GEA, 
Albany’s answer to the City of Yonkers was 
to let us borrow. I will not bond for money to 
plug the deficit when Albany is holding our 
tax payer dollars under the GEA.”

Larkin referenced how the City of 

Lockport, through what is known as a home 
rule request, sought Albany’s authorization 
to borrow the money to cover that City’s 
municipal deficit. In Yonkers’ case, such bor-
rowing authority was forced onto the City 
without a home rule request, via the “Deficit 
Act” in the State budget, and was tied to new 
oversight by the State Comptroller that allows 
Albany to force recommendations upon the 
City Council that they must implement. 
In a separate lawsuit, the City has sought to 
overturn the Deficit Act, which Yonkers offi-
cials say was unconstitutional.

“GEA was instituted in the 2009-10 
school year, and when coupled with the 
harmful Albany school funding formula, our 
classrooms have been devastated,” Council 
President Liam McLaughlin said. “The City 
has already taken the proper steps by restruc-
turing the School District and taking over its 
non-academic functions. This consolidation 
will restore fiscal control and sound account-
ing practices, but preventing future mistakes 

does not fill the hole we are facing.”
Council member Mike Breen noted that 

ending the GEA has been a top priority of 
some lawmakers and nearly all school districts 

across the State. He asked, “What is Albany’s 
plan to end the GEA scheme?”

“Yonkers residents are already over-
taxed and they don’t need another Albany 
budget gimmick like GEA to keep 
even more of their hard-earned 
money,” Breen said. “Governor, if 
you want to provide some relief to 
us, it’s simple. End the GEA, and 
end it now.”

The lawmakers have intro-
duced a resolution of the City 
Council calling on Governor 
Cuomo to end the GEA once and 
for all and set aside what funds are 
necessary. Meanwhile, the two Yonkers 
lawsuits overturn the Deficit Act and the 
GEA are winding their way through the 
courts.

The Council members refuse to commit 
to borrowing their way out of structural 
budget issues that began earlier this year in 
the school district.

Council member Dennis Shepherd 
added, “The GEA was supposed to be for one 
year and instead it has been four fiscal years 

running. Albany sends us 
mandate after mandate and yet continuously 
cuts our funding. Let’s give the taxpayers a 
break, and return us our $110 million.”

SOURCE: Yonkers City Council President 
Liam McLaughlin’s Communicatons Office.

Yonkers to Albany: Show Us the Money

Why the Minimum Wage Orthodoxy Reigns Supreme
PUBLIC POLICY

Continued from page 15

Continued on page 17

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/default.aspx?pageid=438&n=why-is-palestine-8216a-second-cyprus8217-for-turks-2010-06-03
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.72308,-74.006892&spn=1.0,1.0&q=40.72308,-74.006892%20(Metropolitan%20College%20of%20New%20York)&t=h
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_economy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Living_wage
http://www.amazon.com/Case-Minimum-Wage-Competing-Policy/dp/0791448568%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzem-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0791448568
http://www.amazon.com/Case-Minimum-Wage-Competing-Policy/dp/0791448568%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzem-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0791448568
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
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“But why do the Turks have the 
‘Palestine fetish’ even though most of them 
can’t point the Palestinian territories out on a 
map? Why did they not raise a finger when, 
for instance, the mullahs killed dissident 
Iranian Muslims? Why did the Turks not 
raise a finger when non-Muslim occupying 
forces killed a million Iraqi Muslims? Why 
did we not hear one single Turkish voice 
protesting the deaths of 300,000 Muslims 
in Darfur?

“Subconsciously (and sadly) the 
Muslim-Turkish thinking tolerates it if 
Muslims kill Muslims; does not tolerate it 
but does not turn the world upside down 
when Christians kill Muslims; pragmatically 
ignores it when too-powerful Christians kill 
Muslims; but is programmed to turn the 
world upside down when Jews kill Muslims.”

What else, other than that hatred, could 
bring two otherwise unmatchable people 
into precisely the same line of thinking? One 
is an Egyptian cleric with the typical bigotry 
of an Egyptian cleric; and the other is a 

Turkish-Kurdish female singer who burst 
onto the pop song scene along with a life 
full of scandals, including drug abuse and a 
conviction.

Muhammad al-Zoghbi, the Egyptian 
cleric, said in a May 3 television interview 
that, “not a single Jew will remain on the face 
of this earth.” The TV program’s theme was, 
“The war on the Jews, their annihilation or 
the eradication of their country.” But here 
comes into the picture the charter of the 
organization Mr. Erdoğan does not hide his 

deep admiration for: Hamas.
Hamas’s charter is must-read fun. My 

favorite section prophesizes that: “The Day 
of Judgment will not come until Muslims 
fight the Jews, when the (last) Jew will hide 
behind stones and trees. The stones and trees 
will say, ‘O Muslims, O Abdullah, there is a 
Jew behind me, come and kill him.’”

Mr. al-Zoghbi’s interviewer must be 
an intellectual man, as he asked the cleric if 
the section about speaking trees and stones 
was an allegorical expression, to which Mr. 
al-Zoghbi replied: “Whoever says this is an 
allegory (that trees and stones will speak) is 

wrong. The trees will actually talk. And the 
walls as well.”

But Yıldız Tilbe, the Turkish-Kurdish 
pop star, is apparently less patient than 
waiting for the moment when the trees 
and stones will guide Muslims to the last 

standing Jew so that they can kill him. Hers 
is a nostalgic, probably too-difficult-to-fulfill 
wish, unless Arabs, Turks or her Kurdish kin 
invent the time machine.

On her Twitter account last week, she 
wrote: “May God bless Hitler. He did far less 
(than he should have).” And that: “It will be 
Muslims again who will bring the end of Jews.” 
To which the honorable mayor of Ankara, 

Melih Gökçek replied: “I applaud you.”

Burak Bekdīl, based in Ankara, is a Turkish 
columnist for the Hürriyet Daily News and a 
Fellow at the Middle East Forum. This article 
was originally published in slightly different 
for form on July 16, 2014 in the Hürriyet 
Daily News.

Sorry to Remind You, but Golda Meir Was Right - Part II of IV
MIDDLE EAST FORUM 

Golda Meir
 THE ROMA BUILDING

COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Prime Yorktown Location

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

OFFICE SPACE: 
1160 Sq. Ft.                      

Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:                                      
950 Sq. Ft.                         

Rent $3250 /Month

OFFICE SPACE:
470 Sq. Ft. Rent           

$850/Month 

FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

  

Beautiful, Newly Renovated 1 Bedroom $1350/month                                                  
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops • Laundry On-Site

 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 
Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

Continued from page 16
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TARRYTOWN VIEW LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/20/13 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Rochelle, 
NY 10801 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

453 NORTH REALTY LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/28/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 10 W. Broad St Mount Vernon, 
NY 10552. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

1017 HOME STREET PROJECT, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/4/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 8 Windward Ave 
White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

ROBERTO ROBIN LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/15/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 50 Montrose Rd Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

SULTAC HOLDINGS LLC Authority filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 8/8/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
6/24/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Attn: Robert Sperduto 15 
Chester Ave White Plains, NY 10601. DE address 
of LLC: 3411 Silverside Rd #104 Wilmington, DE 
19810. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

MOUNT AIRE CAPITAL LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/20/2014 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 16 Tioga Lane Pleas-
antville, NY 10570. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

179 BRONX HOLDING LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/11/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Rochelle, 
NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Pakola R & D, LLC. Articles of Org. filed NY Sec of 
State (SSNY) 5/23/2014 Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC 15 Lewis Rd, Irvington, NY 10533. Pur-
pose: Any legal activity

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST Rye, 
NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange ST 
Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE 
Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT N. ROMANO PLLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/25/14 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC 15 North 
Mill St Nyack, NY 10960 Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of a Proceeding Under 
Article 10 of the Family Court Act 

MARKESTE BLAIR (d.o.b.6/7/14),      Docket No.: NN- 08598-14              
                                                                                                                    FU No.    119224

A Child Under Eighteen Years of Age   
Alleged to be Neglected by                                                                  
                                                                                                 SUMMONS and INQUEST NOTICE 
SHADANA BENNETT,                  (Child Neglect Case)

Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST 
RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) TO TER-
MINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  IN SOME CASES, THE AGENCY 
MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD ABUSE IS 
PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DE-
TERMINES THE CHILD(REN) SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER 
AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE 
SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN 
FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY 
BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION(S) FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) 
AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NE-
GLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY 
OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

A Petition under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court, and annexed 
hereto        YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York 10601, on OCTOBER 9, 2014, at 
10:00 o’clock in the x morning of that day to answer the petition and to be dealt with in accordance 
with Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein directed a warrant may be issued for your arrest and/or the 
Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and determine the petition as provided by law. 

Dated: 8/   /14.  ______/S/______ 
      Clerk of Court

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month
4 Br. Starting at $1900/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super

Call Maria:
914.632.1230

 

 
ADVERTISE  YOUR DISPLAY HELP WANTED ADS  IN 

THE  WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN! 
Do you have jobs available at your business? 

 The Westchester Guardian 
publishes every Thursday and we would love  to run your                               

Help Wanted Display Ads, 
due Wednesday one week prior  to publication date.

Call today to reserve 
Display Ad Space in our next issue:

914.216.1674 
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By NANCY KING
School began right on time 
this week and with teachers 
and students heading 
back to their classrooms, 
Republican Gubernatorial 

candidate Rob Astorino held a press con-
ference on the steps of his children’s school, 
the Hawthorne Elementary School, to lay 
out his 15 point plan for doing away with 
the Common Core Curriculum if he is 
elected Governor of the State of New 
York. Surrounded by adults and children, 
Astorino promised that he would put 
education reform into the hands of educa-
tors, parents, school board members, and 
students alike. Astorino himself got his 
start in politics serving on the Mt. Pleasant 
School Board back in the early 80’s. His 
15-point plan was a regurgitation of past 
educational reform models that long-time 
teachers well remember.

Astorino plans to have teachers return 
to a portfolio based assessment of their 
students rather than Common Core’s ‘teach 
to the test’ approach to educational mastery. 
Portfolio based assessment was a popular 
form of assessment back in the late 1980’s 
and early 1990’s. Though labor intensive for 

classroom teachers, it was a tangible form 
of monitoring a student’s annual progress. 
Astorino also plans to bring back Home 
Economics and Shop classes to go hand in 
hand with technology classes. If you can’t 
cut it in a tech driven society, you’ll still be 
able to cook a three-minute egg and make 
a birdhouse. Is this the life skills curriculum 
that he plans to roll out? This choice in cur-
riculum goes hand in hand with his next 
reform plan; he’s going to bring back the 
three-diploma plan to all New York high 
schools.

Not so very long ago, New York 
State did have a three-diploma plan in 
place. There was the academically oriented 
Regents Diploma, designed for students 
who were on track for a four-year college 
degree after high school. As of now, all 
students regardless of ability take regents 
exams in order to obtain a high school 
diploma. According to Astorino, we’ll go 
back to the Regents Diploma track, the 
Local Diploma track for those who wish to 
go to work right after high school and the 
IEP Diploma for those Special Education 
students who are unable to complete the 
course work for those other two diploma 
forms. Sadly, that IEP Diploma is nothing 

more than a certificate of attendance for 
those Special Education students. What 
happens to them after high school when 
they age out of the system? Ask anybody 
who works at the Department of Social 
Services (DSS)… they end up on public 
assistance for housing and services. Astorino 
did however mention that he would bring 
back vocational training for students. This 
is an interesting but expensive idea. Back in 
the 1980’s, BOCES, Southern Westchester 
actually had a vocational program that was 
tailored for those special education students 
who would be unable to complete a tradi-
tional course of vocational training. And as 
Astorino promises more money for special 
education in the state, one has to wonder if 
has forgotten how much those services cost.

One of the more amusing points of the 
plan would be the creation of a marketing 
plan to encourage parents to become more 
involved in their children’s education. That’s 
a parent’s job not the job of an ad agency. If 
a parent is suspected of educational neglect 
then maybe it is time for Child Protective 
Services (CPS) to step in, not the cast of 
Mad Men.

The only two points that are even 
remotely innovative in this plan to repeal 

Common Core are as follows. If elected, 
Astorino promised to create an Educational 
Investment Tax Credit Act for New York 
residents. School taxes continue to be 
the bane of property owners here in New 
York with those taxes making up most of 
your property tax bill. A tax credit would 
be a really great thing. He also would 
give parents the school choice option that 
would allow parents a choice of where they 
send their children to school. But this too 
can be a slippery slope with some schools 
falling into an “elitist” category. The rest 
of his points have been done before and 
some have been successful to some degree 
over the years but they all have one thing 
in common; all of these points cost a lot 
of money. This is a bit of an oxymoron for 
a candidate who is running on lowering 
taxes in the Empire State. More programs 
and services mean more staff and nobody 
is working for free. If you want to get rid 
of Common Core, the harsh reality will be 
that New York State will be losing a pile 
of Federal funds and those “innovative” 
talking points will have to be supported by 
taxpayers.

Perhaps the most interesting and 
worthwhile point of Astorino’s plan would 

see that an elected body, rather than one 
appointed one, oversees the state’s educa-
tional progress. There isn’t an educator in 
the state who doesn’t see the shortcom-
ings of the lofty New York State Board of 
Regents. It’s a not so private a joke that 
teachers throughout the state make….let 
the Regents spend a week in a classroom, 
they wouldn’t survive it.

Truthfully, there isn’t anything wrong 
with Astorino’s plan except that it will be 
horrifically expensive. The methods of 
teaching and evaluating students that he 
puts forward in his new plan aren’t new at 
all but to bring them back will continue to 
raise taxes whether you are receiving a tax 
credit or not. They all fell by the wayside 
for Common Core because we got some 
Federal money for implementing it and 
to some extent school boards were trying 
to take some of the tax burden off the 
backs of the weary taxpayer. No matter 
who ends up in the Governor’s seat this 
November, Common Core is here; and in 
educational speak, this is its tenure year. But 
as all longtime teachers will tell you… it’s 
only a matter of time before we abandon 
this method of educating our kids and we’ll 
move on to implementing the next cool 
buzz phrase.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.

Back to School with Common Core
CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
http://www.citycarting.net
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Something big is brewing in Yonkers where two young entrepreneurs have opened the city’s first 
microbrewery on the waterfront. When the owners of Yonkers Brewing decided to make their 
dream a reality they found a city open for business. Whether you’re starting a new business or 
looking to move, come visit Yonkers. You’ll be the toast of the town.

John Rubbo &  
Nick Califano
CO-OWNERS
Yonkers Brewing Co.
Yonkers, NY

Yonkers has a lot of untapped potential.
So many exciting things are happening here. We love being part of it.


