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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly 
newspaper devoted to the unbiased 
reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and significant to 
readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian 
will strive to report fairly, and objec-
tively, reliable information without 
favor or compromise. Our first duty 
will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT 
TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter 
where the pursuit may lead, in the 
finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.
The Guardian will cover news and 
events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester County. 
As a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more 
associated with daily journals, we will 
instead seek to provide the broader, 
more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where 
appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic 
key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will 
drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to 
get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ often characteristic of imme-
diate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from 
the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we 
will acknowledge that we cannot 
be all things to all readers. We must 
carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living 
and employment in, and around the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

 Of Significance

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has been operating 
for over two years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard Narog and 
Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show 
live or on demand. Share your perspective by calling  (347) 205-9201 
or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

FeatureSection

By HEZI ARIS
MT. VERNON, NY -- 
In a three to one vote, the 
Mt. Vernon City Council 
rolled over to pass a 19% 
total tax hike to cover 

excessive spending for fiscal year 2013 on 
September12, 2014. If collected in 2014, 
this ill-advised move is estimated to cost the 
average homeowner an additional $540, or 
approximately $45 extra per month for 12 
months

“The logic is simple, if you spend money 
you don’t have you run a deficit. We know 
Mt. Vernon cannot print money, so the 
bureaucracy works to quietly pass a backdoor 
tax on the public,” said Councilman Richard 
Thomas. “No matter what, $6.6 million in 
reckless spending will add an additional 
burden on the tax base who are unprepared 
and cannot afford another increase in taxes,” 
he advised.

The numbers break down as 
follows for 2014:

Est. Tax Rate $ 394.56 
Actual Tax Rate $ 349.63 
Est. Increase $ 44.93  
Est. Increase $ 539.13  per
“People can barely make ends meet. 

For the city to expose taxpayers to a $540 

unplanned expense could mean the differ-
ence between having food on the table, gas 
in the car, heat for the winter, electricity, rent 
or not purchasing needed medicine for the 
month,” said Councilman Thomas. “This 
latest episode underscores the need for Mt. 
Vernon’s to open its books for inspection. 
This latest sneak attack represents fiscal mis-
management at its worst,” he added.

The Council held a special meeting on 
Thursday, September 11, at 5:45 PM and 
passed legislation requested by Comptroller 
Maureen Walker and Mayor Ernest Davis 
to transfer $6,600,430 in additional monies 
to cover expenditures beyond the FY 2013 
budget limit.

In 2013, the City of Mt. Vernon 
budgeted $96,395,026.00 which included 
a 6.15% tax hike. Based on the transfer 
request, Mt. Vernon spent $102,995,456.00 
in 2013, resulting in the city spending 
$6,600,430.00 more than it was permit-
ted. The Comptroller’s and Mayor’s transfer 
request did not contain an explanation why 
they blew through the budget or provide 
source information verifying where the addi-
tional $6.6 million is being transferred from.

“Mt. Vernon lost millions due to mis-
management in the past, and millions more 
continue to vanish without accountability or 
transparency. Mt. Vernon needs an interven-
tion from Albany or Washington to get its 

fiscal house in order,” Councilman Thomas 
concluded.

Summary information is 
provided below.

Highlights from the attached transfer 
request which resulted in a 19% total tax hike 

for 2013 includes:
The City’s appropriated $96,395,000 

for 2013, and spent $102,301,605.48.
The $6.6 million transfer is without 

explanation on its source or how much it 
will cost the city to pay back, equating to 
a 12.85% tax hike on top of the previously 
passed 6.15% making a total 19% tax hike 
for 2013.

The average homeowner will pay an 
extra $540 per year, or roughly $45 per 
month to make up for the City’s secret cost.

Tax refunds amounted to $3,000,000 in 
payments for over-taxing property owners.

The Fire Department was originally 
allocated 13,405,877 but the administra-
tion subtracted a total $429,506.81 from 
its budget, cannibalizing an already under-
staffed department.

The document contains little to no 
information on the amount of money spent 
on Memorial Field or 12 other pet projects 
overseen by the administration.

Link to FY 2014 adopted City budget 
to corroborate numbers.

MOUNT VERNON

Mt. Vernon’s 19.0% Sneak Attack Tax Hike Will cost Average 
Homeowner An Additional $540 for FY 2014 

Councilman Richard Thomas says, “Fiscal Mismanagement at its Worst”.

Mayor, Comptroller Received $6.6 Million 
Transfer to Close Secret FY 2013 Budget Gaps

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
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Living for Promises Made; Stabbed by More than One Deceitful Judas
THE HEZITORIAL ANALYSIS

By HEZI ARIS
“Alfred DelBello asserted, 
“I believe Mr. Larkin is on 
board!”
One of the last jewels of 
Yonkers parkland, buffeted 

from scrutiny, hidden by Yonkers City 
Council Majority Leader John Larkin from 
public view is stealthily being moved toward 
development. The project focus, discussed 
and meandering aimlessly for over a decade 
is intended for a Target store behind the 
Stew Leonard’s property, and is known as 
the Austin Avenue Development Project. 
The Yonkers Planning Board held a Public 
Hearing over the development site on 
Wednesday night, September 10, 2014.

Arriving early, I had the opportunity 
to greet Al DelBello, Esq., representing 
the Austin Avenue Development Project. 
Almost from the onset DelBello advised “I 
believe Mr. Larkin is on board”, referring to 
John Larkin, Yonkers City Council Majority 
Leader representing District 6.

The issues of stirring up poisonous 
heavy meals deleterious to human health 
and wildlife, cancer clusters recognized to 
be resident in the area, traffic concerns and 

their impact on Jackson Avenue, all seem to 
recede into some cavernous mental abyss for 
one rationale or another. What cannot be so 
easily dismissed is the fact that the property 
discussed for development, the Austin 
Avenue Development project, is indeed a 
park, formerly remembered as Hogan Field. 
One would have to remember the days of 
Al DelBello, Esq., the Hon. Senator Nick 
Spano, and Hon. Mayor John Spencer. It 
was in their days, that the land in question 
was parkland and that it was allegedly alien-
ated some 30 years ago.

Yet no document to validate that con-
tention exits. Asserting that the alienated 
parkland was concluded is false. The claim 
is that then Westchester County Executive 
Al DelBello oversaw the alienation of the 
parkland. The process seemingly demanded 
his signature within 30 days. The time 
frame by which DelBello needed to sign the 
transfer of parkland lapsed 30 years ago. He 
never signed the document. Can this parcel 
of land be mitigated by use of other property? 
Does enough land exist to conform to legal 
requirements then and remain today when 
alienating parkland? What can this land be 
swapped for to make this project work? Even 
more importantly as this development seems 

headed for development come what may, 
what does the City of Yonkers get in return 
for this property, recognized to be a jewel… 
remember location, location, location.

DelBello presently represents Target 
in an effort toward the project’s approval. 
In fact, the claimed owners of the property, 
the Morris Brothers are presently suing the 
City of Yonkers (CoY) for past payment to 
CoY, for this very property, they too, hope 
to develop. The Morris Brothers have come 
to realize they do not own the property, and 
thereby, no development can take place 
there. After all, it is a park. This legal tech-
nicality can likely be resolved. If that is the 
intention. Why is the process being kept 
under the radar? Only some members of the 
Nepera Park – Grey Oaks Neighborhood 
Association are in the know, others simply 
take orders. What do they get for the subter-
fuge all these years.

Despite the drop in personal property 
valuations caused by the very designs and 
structures defined in Target’s build out of 
the properties, homeowners are certain 
to lose their shirts. If the administration 
intends to cross the “t’s” and dot the “i’s” 30 
years after the fact, shouldn’t the homeown-
ers be entitled to compensation for their 

impending loses? The build out by Target 
is certain to cause property values to drop 
precipitously. We refer to hard working 
neighborhood homeowners whose life 
savings reside within their homes.

When DelBello represented the 
interests of Forest City Ratner Cos. with 
respect to Ridge Hill, he asserted that the 
only property in CoY to be ever zoned for 
PMD zoning, that is, Planned Multiuse 
Development, would require no less than a 
total of 80 acres for that designation. Years 
later, the Planning Board is being tasked to 
change the acreage allowance from 80 acres 
to 70 acres to accommodate the Austin 
Avenue Development Project for Target’s 
benefit. What is the benefit in dollars and 
cents for Yonkersites?

While the issues are what they are, why 
is there no mention of the environmen-
tal pollution that exists under the Austin 
Avenue Development Property acreage; it 
was a city dump. Carcinogens, heavy metals, 
among other hazards, once disturbed would 
unleash toxins, cancer, and other concerns 
to the surrounding area. Even so, no discus-
sion. NPGONA wanted everyone to wait 
for September. City Hall had had enough 
waiting. The process was reinvigorated by the 

September meeting and is back on track.
One must wonder who among “our” 

elected officials will give voice to the people 
whose lives, livelihood, and standard of living 
will disintegrate if Yonkers moves ahead as 
Yonkers City Hall intends. The helping hand 
and submissive response by Majority Leader 
John Larkin reveals his allegiance to Al 
DelBello, Target, and Mayor Mike Spano, 
and dismissal of the people he claimed he 
would represent. Larkin did not attend 
the Planning Board Meeting that began 
a few minutes before 6 p.m. on September 
10th; concluding at 7:30 p.m. I saw Mr. 
Larkin walking the hallway between the 
Ceremonial Courtroom and the Yonkers 
City Counci Chambers. Even so, he did not 
enter the doors leading into the welcoming 
presence of all those within the Ceremonial 
Courtroom. Perhaps the former choir boy 
can best be described as “Judas”. He was 
elected to office decrying the project that 
would impact his home as well, yet as Mr. 
DelBello advised, “I believe Mr. Larkin is on 
board!”

Should U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara 
come to know that DelBello uttered, “I 
believe Mr. Larkin is on board!”, he will 

Continued on page 4

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9413888889,-73.8644444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9413888889,-73.8644444444%20(Yonkers%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://www.target.com/
http://www.stewleonards.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.8163,-73.908&spn=1.0,1.0&q=40.8163,-73.908%20(Jackson%20Avenue%20%28IRT%20White%20Plains%20Road%20Line%29)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Spano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Spano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Morris_Brothers
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=51.9975,-2.54&spn=0.01,0.01&q=51.9975,-2.54%20(Ridge%20Hill%20transmitting%20station)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preet_Bharara
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

Advertising Sales
The Westchester Guardian is seeking an enthusiastic & eager 

sales professional that has a passion to succeed. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to join Westchester’s most influential weekly in a vital 
position. You will be selling print and online advertising to existing 

and prospective businesses.

Direct your resume to Hezi Aris - eHezi@hush.com 
Telephone inquiries after 12 Noon: 914-458-1001.

consider whether like Sandy Annabi, there 
is reason for Mr. Larkin to also be placed 
behind bars. Larkin may not have gotten 
money under the table. Does quid pro quo 
count? Larkin’s family gained employ in 
the City of Yonkers. Oh, now we know! 
That is how one may earn a “Get out of Jail 
Free card!” and yet still stay one step ahead 
of the law? Mr Larkin may have pushed 
the envelope a bit too far on his upcoming 
vote over this project when it comes before 
the Yonkers City Council. But before it gets 

to the Yonkers City Council, the issue will 
need to come before the Yonkers Parks and 
Recreation Board. Do they have the acumen 
to remedy this complex issue? We’ll eventu-
ally find out!

The takeaway is that as far back as 30 
some odd years ago, Yonkerites were easily 
dismissed. Today Yonkersites continue to be 
shunned, and disenfranchised from gaining 
any representation by their elected officials.

Yonkersites haven’t failed, our elected 
officials have. Yonkersites are not being 
represented well; their concerns are being 

dismissed; their rights are vanquished; con-
tracts are hidden from view; and there is no 
return for the taxpayer’s investment in such 
projects.

Yonkersites are demanded to maintain 
silence on this, among other issues. There 
must be unison in purpose, no matter 
the issues that reveal this project will 
cause financial, health, and transporta-
tion concerns of gargantuan enormity. At 
issue now is who will speak for those being 
silenced and shunned? Anyone? And if not 
anyone, why not?

Living for Promises Made; Stabbed by More than One Deceitful Judas

THE HEZITORIAL ANALYSIS

Continued from page 3

MAYOR MARVIN’S cOLUMN

Accomplishments and New Projects Begun
By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
Welcome back to the many 
residents who took some 
time away from the Village.

As you can see, a great 
deal was accomplished and new projects 
begun throughout the Village this summer. 
The following is an update on our com-
pleted/ongoing efforts.

Garden Avenue Parking Lot: Funded 
with a grant from the National Fish and 
Wildlife agency, areas of the lot were retro 
fitted with increased drainage capacity to 
aid in the collection of rainwater as a flood 

mitigation measure.
The flow of the water from the higher 

levels on Prescott Avenue that rush down 
Garden Avenue to the school will be slowed 
and a portion absorbed, thereby benefitting 
the residents on Garden Avenue as well as 
the school.

We also took this opportunity to recon-
figure the parking spaces to create safer 
entrance and egress and doubled the number 
of trees and tree pits, further enhancing in 
water absorption and aesthetics. We plan to 
add even more trees in the area abutting the 
back entrances of 77 Pondfield Road and the 
Houlihan Lawrence Building.

Parkway Road Bridge: Our 

colleagues in Yonkers and Eastchester have 
an Intermunicipal Agreement in their pos-
session that will solemnize the costs and 
duties of each entity as relates to bridge 
reconstruction.

So as to avoid any further delays, the 
Village Trustees voted at Monday night’s 
Board Meeting to engage the services of an 
engineering company to begin reconstruc-
tion plans.

We believe that the end result is a very 
equitable division of responsibilities rec-
ognizing that to reach this level of shared 
responsibility caused inconvenience to resi-
dents of all municipalities.

Contract Agreement with our DPW 
Staff: After several years of negotiation, the 
Village and our Public Works Employees 
have reached an agreement that extends 
through 2017. As you would expect of the 
gentlemen you know on our DPW staff, the 
contract talks were genial and conducted in a 
spirit of cooperation and civility. In the end, 
neither group thought it was the best deal 
possible, which is the sign of good contract!

Metro-North: After persistent 
lobbying, Metro North agreed to paint the 
railroad underpass this summer which was 
a welcome sight to all. In a curious division 
of labor, the stair wells were not painted so 
we continue to request full completion of the 
project.

Residents often suggest that the Village 
undertake some of the cosmetic work sorely 
needed at our train station, and on occasion 
we have requested permission.

However, given the climate we live in 
today, our requests have been understand-
ably denied due to insurance and liability 
concerns.

Water Bills: Thanks to a united and 
concerted effort of the Village and the con-
sortium of our neighboring communities 

Continued on page 5

mailto:publisher@westchesterguardian.com
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mailto:WHYTeditor@gmail.com
mailto:eHezi@hush.com
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MAYOR MARVIN’S cOLUMN

the cost of the hydrant maintenance, which 
last year cost Village taxpayers $146,255.00, 
will now be shared by all water users, not just 
taxable property owners. The new line will be 
reflected in everyone’s bill and will fall out as 
a line item in the Village budget.

United Water, a subsidiary of the Suez 
Corp of Paris is purveyor not only of our 
water supply, but owner of the conduits/
infrastructure bringing water to our homes, 
thus we have no recourse but to deal with 
them.

We are currently opposing the proposed 
rate increase(s) that is presently before the 
New York State Public Service Commission. 
The 10.9% increase for the 2014-2015 year 

alone is exorbitant and not grounded in 
current economic reality.

Road Paving Initiative: Again this 
year, we embarked on a very aggressive 
paving program spending over $250,000.00 
(exclusive of the repaving of the Garden 
Ave lot), on 10,000 linear feet of asphalt. 
This year, our roads were in particular need 
of resurfacing due to the damage caused by 
last year’s epic winter storms which created a 
record number of pot holes.

Business District Revitalization: 
Finding businesses that can be profitable in a 
small Village in the Internet age is a constant 
struggle. Chances are one won’t succeed if 
the same item can be purchased tax free on 
the internet at midnight.

From our end, the Trustees have been 

working with a consultant in order to 
streamline our administrative processes so 
that we remain competitive with like com-
munities in terms attracting new merchants 
into a welcoming community.

I can never emphasize enough the 
benefit to you the taxpayer, not just our loyal 
merchants, of shopping locally. Based on 
our apportionment of Westchester County 
Sales Tax revenue, your village taxes would 
have been increased by 12% last year if you 
chose to make most of your purchases on 
the Internet. The short term “savings” simply 
translates into a long term loss.

Now that summer is coming to a close 
and our business district streets are happily 
congested, it is important to remind that for 
the safety of all, skateboard are not allowed 
on any Village sidewalks and only youngsters 
under 11 years of age can ride bicycles on our 

sidewalks. If you see behavior otherwise, we 
ask that you call the Police desk at 337-0500.

Projects on the Horizon: The 
Kensington Road development is proceed-
ing through temporarily stymied by the 
glacial pace of approvals from our monopoly 
entities – Con Edison, Metro North and 
United Water. Though slightly behind 
schedule, we expect stage one soil removal to 
begin shortly.

The Trustees are currently planning a 
special work session to review the recently 
commissioned Village lighting Consultants 
Report.

It is evident that we must increase 
both the quality and energy efficiency of 
our Village lighting streetscape while ever 
mindful of not diminishing the aesthetic 
component. We have not expedited lighting 
changes as the technology has improved 

dramatically in just the last few years, 
and evaluation of the new technologies is 
paramount.

Finally, it is with great sadness that I 
note the passing of one of our treasured 
crossing guards, Albert Rocco, who manned 
the post at Garden and Tanglewylde.

Albert was “my” crossing guard who 
greeted everyone with a smile and would 
hold a line of cars as he patiently waited 
on a young straggler. Looking forward to a 
summer of Yankee baseball, he passed quite 
suddenly just days after school’s closing.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, direct your perspective by e-mail to: 
mayor@vobny.com.

Continued from page 4
Accomplishments and New Projects Begun
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By PETER SWIDERSKI
The Town of Greenburgh is 
about to begin the process 
of property reassessment 
here in Hastings. This email 
provides some background 

on that process and what you can expect to 
happen over the next few months and years 
(yes, it is that long a process). You will be 
getting mailers with further information, and 
the Village website will also host information 
as well. ~ Please read this email carefully 
and save it: this describes a process that will 
likely have a material impact on your life if 
you are a property owner in this village.

Background: All property in Hastings 
are assessed a value that forms the basis for 
how much you incur in property taxes which 
fund the schools (70%), village services 
(18%), County services (10%) and the 
Town of Greenburgh (roughly 2%). More 
accurately, for historic reasons, all property 
in Hastings have *two* assessed values, one 
carried on the assessment rolls maintained 
by the Village and which drive your Village 
taxes, and the other maintained by the Town 
of Greenburgh and which drives the other 
three taxes mentioned above, most impor-
tantly the school. The last Village-wide 
assessment occurred nearly 60 years ago. 
The two rolls are updated as new homes are 
put up or reassessments occur as a result of 
major renovations. Over the decades, the two 
rolls have fallen out of synch with each other 
and with reality. Most people see absurd 
assessment values on their tax bills that 
look like they are straight out of the 1950’s. 
Because they are. It’s only through ridiculous 

computational gymnastics that the entire 
system is made to work. It makes no sense - 
and, in fact, is only found here in New York 
State. Go figure.

Budgeting Process: During the normal 
budget process, the Village first deter-
mines what it needs to spend to keep the 
village running. We then take that amount, 
subtract out all income the Village receives 
from mortgage taxes, sales taxes, State 
support, parking tickets, etc. and what is left 
(about 73% of the need) must be covered 
by property taxes. We then divide the total 
amount remaining that needs to be covered 
(for example, $10,000,000 out of a budget of 
$13,000,000) across the total assessed value 
of the Village (say $100,000,000) and the 
result is how much is owed for every dollar 
of value your property is assessed. In this 
example, you would owe ten cents on every 
dollar of assessed value, so if your property 
was assessed at $10,000, you would owe 
$1,000 in taxes. (The School, Town and 
County all do this separately and use the 
total assessed value for their math as well.) 
I think about it as a zero-sum game where 
the two lumps - how much is due and how 
much is raised - are always the same. It’s your 
proportion of the total amount that is used to 
cover the need that is based on your assess-
ment. If you are dramatically under-assessed, 
others are paying a bit more taxes than they 
should to subsidize you. That may be great 
for you, but it is patently unfair to everyone 
else. Similarly, if you are grossly over-assessed, 
you have been subsidizing everyone else’s 
taxes. That’s unfair to you.

What Reassessment Does: A reas-
sessment takes the existing roll, which is an 

accumulation of inequities, and makes it fair 
once again (or at least a lot more fair than 
it is now) by re-evaluating the assessment of 
everyone’s property in town in one deliberate 
effort. It’s a chance to iron out the inequities 
and get everyone more in line with reality. (A 
number of property owners have done this 
by challenging their own individual assess-
ments over the previous years but they’re a 
small minority.)(And yes, if you have done 
so, you will be reassessed as well, again.) 
This Town-wide reassessment will now level 
the field for everyone. It’s hard to predict, 
heading into this process, whether your taxes 
will go up or down. The rough rule, often 
repeated, is that about a third of all taxes will 
go up, another third will go down, and the 
rest will stay about the same. The only way to 
find out where you will be is to go through 
the process.

How It Will Work: As I mentioned 
before, there are two assessment rolls. This 
reassessment process is being run by the 
Town of Greenburgh and will affect the 
Greenburgh assessment roll (which is 
used by the School, County and Town for 
82% of your annual tax bill.) It’s being run 
Town-wide, so all our neighbors are being 
reassessed. Greenburgh has contracted with 
a firm, Tyler Technologies, that does this for 
a living and they will be running the reas-
sessment process. The following describes 
that process:

1) Yellow Postcard Mailing: Over the 
next two weeks, you are likely to get a yellow 
postcard from the Town of Greenburgh. 
This will be the first announcement of the 
start of the process in Hastings.

2) Brochure Mailing: The following 
week, you should get a mailing from Tyler 
Technology. It will detail the process you 

Continued on page 6
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are about to face. (A few of you may have 
already gotten these.)

3) First Attempt to Inspect: Shortly 
thereafter, a member of the Tyler Tech 
assessment team will knock on your door 
between 9 and 5. They will have identifi-
cation and will ask to be briefly admitted. 
This will be a short visit – less than fifteen 
minutes – and is strictly a data collection 
process. They are looking at the general 
finish and number of rooms: it doesn’t 
matter if you have cleaned up or are in 
mid-laundry. These professionals go 
through hundreds of homes and they’ve 
seen everything. Just give them their ten 
minutes.

4) Second Attempt to Inspect: If you 
aren’t around during the first round, they 
will try a weekday after 5PM or on the 

weekend to carry out the brief inspection.
5) Third and Final Attempt to 

Inspect: If you have been missed on the 
first two attempts, Tyler Technology will 
send you a mailer urging you to call them 
and schedule a visit based on when they 
are in the neighborhood next. Hopefully, 
between these three efforts, the crews will 
have a chance to see most homes.

6) Data Mailer: Sometime in mid-
January, you will get a Data Mailer from 
Tyler Technology. This mailer will state 
how many floors and rooms you have and 
the general finish. This will be the basis for 
the evaluation, so check the facts in this 
mailer and make sure it is accurate. If you 
were missed during the inspection process 
and so they got it wrong, or you disagree 
with their description even though they 
visited, you should indicate this on the 
mailer and send it back. They will seek 
to schedule another visit to confirm your 

claim of disagreement. This is the first 
chance you will have to provide feedback.

7) Tax Shift Analysis: By the 
end of 2015, they will be finished with 
Greenburgh. At this point, they will run 
an analysis of the assessment and come up 
with an estimated value for your property. 
This will be sent to you in early 2016. It 
will show your old assessed value, your new 
value, and how this is likely to affect your 
taxes (up or down) based on the previous 
year’s budgets. You will have a chance to 
disagree with the assessment and they will 
evaluate the claim.

Once the new assessment roll is 
complete, the 2017 taxes will be based on 
the results of the reassessment process. 
From that point forward, for at least 
a decade, the rolls should be generally 
accurate. This will result in greater fairness 
and fewer claims made for lower assess-
ments or certiorari proceedings (what 

commercial properties go through). (And 
it has some other benefits we will get into 
later.) Note that this process will affect 
school, town and county taxes. The Village 
Board of Trustees will then evaluate 
the results of the effort and then decide 
whether the new Town roll should be 
adopted as the new, official Village assess-
ment roll. If we do so, we will no longer 
maintain a separate roll or separate appeal 
process and all changes to the roll will be 
made in a single place.

As you can see, this is a lengthy 
process that will take some time before it 
is reflected in your tax bill and it will have 
several points where you will be asked to 
weigh in on the results of the process as 
it affects your house. While this is not a 
Village-initiated process, we support the 
effort to update the rolls and the equity 
it may bring to the proper determination 
of tax bills. We hope you will provide the 

assessors with every courtesy.
A Chance to Ask Questions: 

The Greenburgh Tax Assessor, Edye 
McCarthy, will appear before the Board 
of Trustees in the Municipal Building on 
September 16th at 7:30 sharp to describe 
briefly this process and then answer any 
questions from the public. If you have 
any questions, please attend.

Reassessments generate anxiety, as 
one might expect, but they should also 
generate some satisfaction that an archaic 
process is finally being rectified. The results 
will be a more equitable distribution of the 
taxation burden. That’s only fair.

Peter Swiderski is Mayor of the Village 
of Hastings-on-Hudson. Direct email to 
mayor@hastingsgov.org.
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The Summer of Our Discontent
cENTER ON cONGRESS AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY

By Hon. LEE H. HAMILTON
Despite these last few 
months of hot and lazy 
days, it’s been hard not 
to notice a cold political 
wind blowing through 

the country. The magazine Foreign Affairs 
captured it with its latest cover, a mockup 
of a travel poster featuring a crumbling U.S. 
Capitol with the tagline, “See America: 
Land of Decay and Dysfunction.”

Americans are clearly uneasy. I know 
it anecdotally, because at virtually every 
public gathering I’ve addressed over the 

last few months someone has spoken up 
with his or her worry that our nation is in 
decline. And the polls bear it out. In June, a 
Washington Post article, “Is the American 
Dream Dead?” noted a string of polls 
showing majorities of Americans believe 
their children will be worse off than they 
were.

By early August, an NBC-Wall St. 
Journal poll was reporting that a full 
three-quarters of those surveyed lacked 
confidence that the next generation would 
be better off — the most pessimistic 
results in the history of the poll. Regardless 
of income, ethnicity, religion, or gender, 

Americans don’t think much of our future.
This is a ground-shaking turnabout. 

Since well before I began my political 
career in the early 1960s, the keystone of 
our politics was an unflagging optimism 
that as Americans we could face head-on 
the task of improving our own and others’ 
lives and deliver on our responsibility to 
future generations. As Chris Cilizza wrote 
recently in The Washington Post, “So much 
of every politician’s patter — Democrat 
or Republican — is built on the idea that 
America has always overcome hard chal-
lenges, always made things better for our 
kids than for us, always had achieving 
the American dream as a real possibility.” 
Now, he notes, “A large bloc of the elector-
ate no longer believes any of that.”

Why not? Partly, it’s the economy: 
growth has been sluggish, we’re not gen-
erating enough good jobs, and the benefits 
of the recovery have flowed more to some 
than to the many. The growing aware-
ness of a lopsided society — one in which 
a rising tide fails to lift all boats — has 
put many people in a surly mood. That 
problem of income inequality is joined to 
a host of others — from climate change 
to crumbling infrastructure to a world 

in which the forces of chaos and turmoil 
appear to be expanding.

Yet I think Foreign Affairs has 
nailed the biggest factor: the perceived 
dysfunction of our political system. As 
political scientist Francis Fukuyama writes 
in the lead essay, dealing with our problems 
“requires a healthy, well-functioning polit-
ical system, which the United States does 
not currently have.”

Simply put, Americans have no con-
fidence that our system can resolve the 
challenges before us. They don’t expect 
miracles, but they do expect political 
leaders to make progress, and they haven’t 
been seeing much.

I can understand why so many 
people would be pessimistic, yet I don’t 
find myself sharing their fatalism. That’s 
because political moments are just that: 
moments. Over the long reach of our 
history, we’ve learned time and again that 
when our political leaders do focus on our 
challenges, speak to one another directly, 
and are determined to find a solution to 
our problems; they can overcome their dif-
ferences and make progress.

Our Constitution has been in effect 
for 225 years. The system it created, with 

its checks and balances, and its carefully 
constructed equilibrium between con-
straining and enabling government, has 
seen us through no small share of bruising 
times. It has protected our freedom, given 
hundreds of millions of Americans by 
birth and Americans by choice an oppor-
tunity to pursue the lives they wanted, and 
allowed us to speak freely, associate with 
the people we choose, and openly follow 
the religious and spiritual lives we want.

There is no shortage of challenges 
facing the system — from the influence of 
money on elections to the encrusted rules 
that hamstring capable public officials to 
the scorched-earth political culture that 
reigns in Washington these days. But I am 
convinced that they are no match for an 
aroused and determined public that recog-
nizes we are all in this together, that we can 
adapt to changing circumstances, and that 
we should not give up on the system.

For information about the educa-
tional resources and programs available 
through the Center On Congress at 
Indiana University, explore www.cen-
teroncongress.org. Go to Facebook to 
share your thoughts about Congress, 
civic education, and the citizen’s role in 
representative democracy. “Like” them 
on Facebook at “Center on Congress at 
Indiana University.”

Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

There is great unease in the land — concern about economic inequality, 
disgust with scorched-earth politics in Washington. But the long reach of 
our history teaches that when an aroused public forces political leaders to 
focus on finding solutions to problems, we can overcome differences and 
make progress.

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

mailto:mayor@hastingsgov.org
http://www.centeroncongress.org/
http://www.centeroncongress.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-on-Congress-at-Indiana-University/115063981653
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Summer is drawing to an 
end, and with it, the height 
of tourist season. But some 
of the doors closing on 
Atlantic City’s boardwalk 

won’t reopen come next Memorial Day.
The Showboat Casino Hotel and Revel, 

one casino a 27-year-old institution and the 
other only two years old, have both shut 
down for good. Trump Plaza is slated to join 
them on September 16, and the Atlantic 
Club Casino Hotel closed last January. The 
Trump Taj Mahal is reportedly in precarious 
shape as well.

The conventional wisdom is that 

Atlantic City is struggling today because of 
competition from expanded gambling else-
where in the Northeast. That is certainly a 
factor. The days of Atlantic City’s regional 
monopoly are over for good, and the effects 
are self-evident. The Washington Post 
has reported that the city’s overall casino 
revenues are at around half of where they 
were in 2006.

But if increased competition were the 
entire explanation, Atlantic City wouldn’t 
be the only place struggling. Casinos have 
spread from a few pioneering and out of 
the way locations to urban areas, such as 
Baltimore or Philadelphia, nationwide. The 
gambling industry as a whole is chugging 

Only a handful 
of doctors in 

the US offer this 
surgery!

Call us today for your Free Consultation!*
(914) 712-6365      
White Plains office: 34 South Broadway, Suite 504 • MyNYCpodiatrist.com

   Groundbreaking
  Treatment  for your   
      Foot Pain!

We call it Minimally Invasive Surgery. 
You’ll call it a Miracle.

• In and out surgery in one day
• No stitches
• Walk out of the office after surgery!

Do you have Painful 
Hammertoes or Bunions?

 *(does not include 
    testing or x-rays)

Holistic Health Services   •  240 North Ave. Suite  204 A, New Rochelle, NY 10801    •   914.630.1928

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you during challenging times such as 
grieving the loss of a loved one or recovering from a negative relationship.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism • Spiritual & Psychic Healing
By appointment, only • Free consultation given on first visit

CommunitySection
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
Congratulations to the 
organizers of the multi-
network telethon “Stand Up 
to Cancer,” which so far has 
raised over $109 million, we 

would like to dedicate this week’s column to 
the continued fight against cancer…

In recognition of September as Feeding 
America’s Hunger Action Month, the Food 
Bank for Westchester joined with its friends, 
supporters and staff to announce the launch 
of Go Orange to End Hunger, a month-
long campaign to focus awareness on the 
subject of hunger in Westchester.

September is also Library Card Sign-up 
Month, a time when the Bedford Hills Free 

Library joins with the American Library 
Association and public libraries nationwide 
to make sure that everyone has the smartest 
card of all, a free library card. Bedford Hills 
Free Library cards can be used from com-
puters at home, too. Parents and children 
can access e-books, download audio books, 
and get online homework assistance. Patrons 
can also browse through the collections of all 
the 38 member libraries in the Westchester 
Library System and order items to be deliv-
ered to their local branch. Our friends at The 
Preppy Turtle in Bedford Hills are sponsor-
ing the program by offering a 10% discount 
to all Bedford Hills Free Library cardholders 
during the month.

It’s a good time to listen to the Red 
Cross… there are simple steps you can take 

to get ready for emergencies in your homes, 
workplaces and communities. One way to 
support this mission is to become a regular 
blood donor. That’s because blood can take 
up to three days to be tested, processed and 
made available for patients. It’s the blood 
already on the shelves that can help save 
lives when disaster strikes. Appointments 
to donate and help the Red Cross prepare 
for patient needs across the country can be 
made in North Salem on September 19th at 
the North Salem Firehouse.

The American Heart Association is 
looking for volunteers and walkers for their 
annual Westchester Heart Walk on October 
5th at the Kensico Dam in Valhalla.

It is said that one person’s trash is 
another’s treasure, so head over to the Saxon 
Woods Garage Sale, Saturday, September 
20th, from 9am to 3pm at Saxon Woods Pool 
in White Plains. Nearly 100 individuals and 
families will be selling their unwanted items, 
such as clothing, household items, electron-
ics, accessories, jewelry, furniture, toys, books 
and sporting goods. No professional or com-
mercial vendors are permitted. Admission 
and parking for shoppers at the Saxon 
Woods Garage Sale are free. Rain date for 
the event is Sunday, September 21st.

Congratulations to Blind Brook High 
School in Rye Brook for being named the 
ninth best public school in the country by 
“Newsweek.”

As the weather cools down, you can 
warm up your fitness routine as “Be Fit, One 

Day at a Time,” a new multi-session fitness 
initiative, presents kickboxing classes starting 
Tuesday, October 7th at the bathhouse at 
Tibbetts Brook Park in Yonkers.

It’s not even St. Patrick’s Day, but you 
can hear “Legends and Lore of the Little 
People” presented by storyteller Jonathan 
Kruk as he tells legends of leprechaun lairs, 
elfin dens, faeries and a troll house at the 
Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound 
Ridge Reservation, Route 35 and 121 South, 
Cross River, on Sunday, September 28th. I 
hope he mentions where I can find my pot 
of gold.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

cURRENT cOMMENTARY / BUSINESS

Why Vegas Prospers While 
Atlantic city Shrivels
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By SHERIF AWAD
Eugenio Mira belongs 
to the new generation of 
Spanish filmmakers who are 
starting to get international 
recognition at a relatively 

young age. Mira who was born in 1977 in the 
Spanish city of Castalia belongs to an artistic 
family. After taking piano lessons during his 
childhood, he enrolled in art studies only to 
become a composer, a comic book illustrator, 
a set designer, and then a filmmaker.

In the year 2000, Mira made his direc-
torial debut with the short narrative Fade 
that he also wrote. Shot in English, the 
film centered on a peculiar salesman who 
offers people a machine that helps to bring 
back some of their memories. Fade showed 
the direction Mira wanted to explore with 
film: the psychological thrillers infused 
with touches of horrors targeting the inter-
national audience. The short would in time 
start to make noise and gain notice across 
the festivals’ circuits until it ended up in the 
hands of Guillermo del Toro, the acclaimed 
Mexican filmmaker who has expertise in 
sci-fi and horror films. Del Toro becomes 
instrumental in gaining greater recogni-
tion for Mira’s vision. Two years later, Mira 
joined a group of twelve Spanish direc-
tors who co-directed twelve short films, 
one minute each. Each film composition 
created by one of the twelve directors. The 
compilation of the 12 works were each 
designated placement under one title, 

Diminutos del calvario (Tiny Calvary).
Mira’s contribution was a one-minute 

black-and-white segment called Rancor in 
which actor Enric Cervera played a crippled 
doctor sitting in a wheelchair listening to 
his gramophone. After having fallen asleep, 
sounds of a door opening and wind howling 
are heard. The wind somehow caused the 
wheelchair to move under the chandeliers in 
the room; he is apparently being visited by an 
invisible entity. The picture suddenly cuts to 
black at the point when the chandeliers are 
about to fall on his head…

The Birthday, Mira’s first feature as 
writer-director, came about in 2004. The 
screenplay was supported by a Spanish 
producer; most of the principal photog-
raphy took place in a hotel. Mira also cast 
the American actor Corey Feldman, once a 
teen sensation, when he co-starred in films 
like The Goonies, Gremlins, and Stand by Me 
in the 1980s. In The Birthday thriller that 
starts slow, then rises to violent and com-
plicated cliffhangers, Feldman played the 
naive Norman.As Norman, he is invited by 
his girlfriend to come to her father’s birthday 
party. Once there, he comes to discover that 
it is a ceremony for a demonic cult. “It is like 
Blake Edwards’ The Party being directed by 
Roman Polanski to mutate into Rosemary’s 
Baby”, as Mira described it to me when I met 
him last July in Karlovy Vary Festival. Again, 
del Toro was very much enthusiastic about 
Mira’s Birthday to the point that he helped 
the young director find a Hollywood agent.

Mira’s follow-up was another psy-
chological thriller called Agnosia; it came 
to be ralized in 2010. It had Hitchcockian 

elements with the main protagonist named 
Joana who suffers from agnosia, a strange 
neuropsychological illness that affects her 
perception. Although her eyes and ears are in 
perfect condition, her brain cannot interpret 
the stimuli she receives through them. Being 
the only one who knows the industrial secret 
left behind by her father, Joana become the 
target of a sinister plot to get the informa-
tion out of her mind. The story of Agnosia 
took place in Spain during the last year of 
the19th Century so the main protagonists 
were Spanish… and making it Mira’s first 
costume thriller. The film also employed 
Mediterranean gothica elements as it paid 
homage to Luchino Visconti and Bernardo 
Bertolucci’s early Italian classics.

Since 2013, Mira’s latest film Grand 
Piano achieved many releases in the US and 
internationally. Like The Birthday, Agnosia 
and many of Hitchcock’s classics, the story 
revolved around a vulnerable character who 
is suffering from psychological problems 
and yet he is put in extraordinary situations. 
Moreover, like he did for his two previous 
features, Mira composed the soundtrack for 
Grand Piano and also set it almost in real 
time. Yet the music in this particular story 
was also a live character because the main 
protagonist was a pianist. In the thrilling 
film, Elijah Wood played Tom Selznick who 
happens to be the most talented pianist of 
his generation. After stopping to perform 
in public because of his stage fright and a 
catastrophic performance, Tom reappears in 
a long awaited concert in a packed Chicago 
theater and he is about to play an impossible 
piece. However, in front of the expectant 

along well enough.
Gambling, and the other diversions 

casinos provide, are components of the 
entertainment industry; that industry, by 
its nature, creates hours of amusement, but 
nothing tangible of lasting value. Although 
I would personally prefer to spend my time 
and money at an amusement park than in a 
room full of slot machines, other people feel 
differently.

But you cannot build an entire economy 
off gambling alone. Cities simply can’t live 
on entertainment, of any sort, without any 
other underlying economic activity. When 
you compare Atlantic City to Las Vegas, this 
principle becomes clear. You would expect 
expanded gambling venues nationwide 
to hit Las Vegas as hard as, or maybe pro-
portionally harder than, Atlantic City. But 
long-term visitor trends say otherwise. Over 

39 million people visited Las Vegas in 2013, 
about 6 million more than visited in 1999. 
Atlantic City’s visitor total fell by about the 
same amount over that period.

What, then, is the difference? Las 
Vegas, although it makes a big part of its 
living from casinos, doesn’t rely on them 
exclusively for its success and continued exis-
tence. Nevada offers a favorable tax climate 
and, for those who can stand (or escape) the 
heat, a favorable living climate too, with only 
around 4 inches of rain a year. People hold 
business conferences there. People retire 
there. People set up their banking or trusts 
there. Businesses incorporate there.

Atlantic City has both a miserable 
climate for business and a miserable climate 
for people. Despite a few mild ocean breezes 
in the summer, it’s mainly a damp, expensive 
place. And if you leave the casinos, you can’t 

help but notice the rest of the city is decrepit. 
It took until 2012 for Atlantic City to get a 
supermarket. Nobody retires to Atlantic City.

Las Vegas isn’t a bigger Atlantic City. 
Las Vegas is Phoenix with casinos.

The need for Atlantic City to diversify 
its economy has not been lost on everyone. 
There is talk of trying to attract a four-year 
college and expanded retail investment, 

MarketWatch reported. But a place where 
8,000 workers have abruptly lost their jobs 
and 30 percent of the population lives below 
the poverty line is one that will face an uphill 
battle, especially with the headwinds of New 
Jersey’s overall business climate working 
against it.

To fix Atlantic City – or, for that matter, 
other New Jersey cities like Camden or 

Paterson or Newark – New Jersey’s leaders 
need to fix what’s actually wrong in the city 
and, more broadly, in the state. They can’t do 
anything about the weather, true. But until 
New Jersey becomes an attractive place to 
settle, build wealth and enjoy retirement, 
Atlantic City will never be another Las Vegas.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved to 
Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

Continued on page 9

cURRENT cOMMENTARY / BUSINESS

Why Vegas Prospers While Atlantic city Shrivels

Slot machines at Revel. Photo by and courtesy of Flickr user Ingret9

Continued from page 7

Corey Feldman (center) in ‘The Birthday’.

(L-R): John Cusack, Eugenio Mira, Elijah Wood and Alex Winter on the set of ‘Grand Piano’.

FILM/cULTURAL PERSPEcTIVES

Grand Piano

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=5092c8e7d5&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=80e065575e&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=80e065575e&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7fd0dcdc65&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=7fd0dcdc65&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=830ea037cb&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=13334e7c1d&e=23984343dd
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FILM/cULTURAL PERSPEcTIVES

Grand Piano
audience, Tom finds a message written on 
the score he should perform: “Play one 
wrong note and you die”. Without leaving 
the piano, Tom must discover the motives 
of a sniper, played by John Cusack, who is 
hiding somewhere in the backstage pointing 
a rifle at him.

The movie was shot in Spain because 
it had better tax incentives than the US. All 
the exteriors were shot in Chicago. A small 
unit traveled from Spain and the rest of the 
crew was made up of American technicians. 
Likewise, a large number of the support-
ing actors are American or British, some of 
whom are particularly charismatic and have 
been part of recent cinema history: Dee 
Wallace (the lovely mother in Spielberg’s 
E.T.), for example, plays the radio pre-
senter who interviews Elijah Wood at the 
start of the film, while Alex Winter, Keanu 
Reeves’ companion in Bill and Ted’s Excellent 

Adventure, plays Wood’s assistant. Mira 
wrapped Grand Piano on time and ten times 
cheaper than many American directors.

“I must say it had to be George Lucas 
and Steven Spielberg who influenced me 
to become a director of thrillers and sci-fi”, 
Mira told me. “Also, we owe Álex de la Iglesia, 

the Spanish director of the sci-fi and horror 
genres who pioneered starting with Acción 
mutante in 1993. There are also influence 
elements of the Anglo-Saxon pop culture 
and the films that Terence Fisher directed 
for Hammer Studios in the UK during the 
1960s and 1970s. I used to enjoy American 

films with special effects like Superman and 
Ghostbusters but I also wanted to learn how 
they have realized the visual tricks”.

Hollywood and other studios should 
give more opportunities to non-US film-
makers like Eugenio Mira to work in the US 
in order to inject new blood to mainstream 
films rather that the reboots and the remakes 
we are seeing over and over again.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and film festival curator. He is the 

film editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com ), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and is the film critic of 
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.com/), 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the 
Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://www.
almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132 
) and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

Enric Cervera in ‘Rancor’ by Eugenio Mira.

Elijah Wood and John Cusack in ‘Grand Piano’.

Barbara Goenaga as Joana in ‘Agnosia’.

Continued from page 8

HERITAGE

Relatives Always Meet at Social Reunions
By JOSEPHINE gALgANO gORE
The great advantage of today’s Internet is 
making it possible for groups who share 
common interests to stay close and in 
touch. For fourteen years, the descendants 
of immigrants from the mountain town of 
Calitri, Italy joined together to celebrate their 
heritage in planned events announced on 
their online website “Calitri Connections.” 
On Sunday, September 7, some ninety 
people gathered at a special Mass at St 
Joseph’s Church in New Rochelle to honor 
the feast day of the Immacolata Concezione 
(Calitri’s Patroness). Following the Mass, a 
luncheon was served allowing time for guests 
to mingle and share memories. The highlight 
of the event was a magnificent vocal perfor-
mance by Rinaldo Toglia whose family has Honorable Ronald C. Tocci holds plaque given to him by the Calitri Connections Events 

Committee. (L-R): Elaine Grasso Hennessey, Francine Mucci, Maura Mandrano, Ann 
Michelle Pinto and Linda Santoro DeChance.Continued on page 10

http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://www.EgyptToday.com
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
http://www.WestchesterGuardian.com
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At the New Rochelle event, descendents of Giuseppe and Giovanna Del Franco Toglia of Calitri 
pose for this photo. They are 4x great-granddaughter Lauren Toglia of Valley Stream, 3x great-
grandchildren Rinaldo Toglia of Island Park, Maura Mandrano of The Bronx and John Toglia 

of Mount Vernon, NY.

Calitrani roots. He is a well-known singer 
of opera and classic music and to the delight 
of the audience, he included Neapolitan 
favorites. He was accompanied by accordi-
onist, Dominic Karsic. The audience paid 
tribute with a standing ovation.

Another feature of the planned event 
was to honor a prominent person from the 
community. Past honorees included Dr. 
Leonard Maffucci, Mario Toglia, Margaret 
Ricciardi, Vito Pinto and Frances Gautieri 
Brown. This year’s honoree was Ronald C. 
Tocci of New Rochelle who is active in 

many local civic and fraternal organiza-
tions as well as the construction industry 
(He has been a member of the Laborers 
International Union for over fifty years).

Also recognized were Giacinta 
Armiento Hughes, long supporter of Calitri 
Connections and Lucy Codella, recipient 
of the Presidential Lifetime Award for her 
dedication to OSIA.

 This year’s committee members 
headed by Fran Mucci, Maura Mandrano, 
Ann Michelle Pinto, Elaine Hennessy 
and Linda DeChance were recognized for 
donating their time and effort to make this 

year’s event a complete success.

Since retiring as an officer for the East New 
York Savings Bank, Josephine Galgano Gore 
has been involved in preserving the heritage 
and history of immigrants from her parents’ 
ancestral hometown. Her parents, Assunta 
Armiento and Michael Galgano, were born in 
Calitri, Italy, emigrated during the era of mass 
immigration, married in New Rochelle and 
lived in Brooklyn where she grew up together 
with her two brothers. Author of several stories 
on Calitrani immigrants, she is co-editor with 
Mario Toglia of Preserving Our History. She 
lives with her husband Lawrence Gore in 
Woodhaven, NY.

HERITAGE

Relatives Always Meet at Social Reunions
Continued from page 9

A Jewish Humanist Inspired Rosh Hashana
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

The Westchester Community for 
Humanistic Judaism (WCHJ) invites 
the community to a Jewish Humanist 
inspired Rosh Hashana service on 
Thursday, September 25, at 7 PM, at 
the Community Unitarian Church, 468 
Rosedale Avenue, White Plains, NY. 
Rabbi Frank Tamburello will explore 
the theme of “New Beginnings” and will 
also include music with Prof. Ruth Levy-
Schudroff and the WCHJ Choir.

WCHJ President Dmitry Turovsky, a 
Scarsdale resident said, “We want to reach 
out to people who would like a connection 
with Judaism that emphasizes its history 
and culture through liturgical expression 
that is both inclusive and non-theistic. 
We can celebrate, as Jewish Humanists, 
our culture, stories, songs, heroic deeds, 
and spirituality through poetic texts and 
music.”

Yom Kippur services and 

Break-The-Fast is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 4, at 3pm . Rabbi Miriam Jerris 
, of the Society for Jewish Humanism, 
will speak on “Having It All: Science 
and Spirituality.” The service will also 
include music with Nina Gordon, Bernard 
Tamosaitis, Ida Sayuri and the WCHJ 
Choir. Admission is free, but there is a 
charge of $10 per person, for non-mem-
bers, for the meal. Send checks payable 
to WCHJ c/o I.Kleiman, 165 West End 

Avenue, Apt. 12 D, New York, NY 10023
Succoth is scheduled for Saturday, 

October 11 at 2:30 PM.

The WCHJ, as it is sometimes called, 
meets at the Community Unitarian 
Church, 468 Rosedale Avenue, in White 
Plains, NY, for celebrations of holidays, 
Jewish events, educational programs, social 
fellowship, as well as having Jewish educa-
tion classes for children ages 6 to Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah. There is no charge for services 
but donations are welcome. RSVP’ s are 
needed. Call Charlotte Klein, 914-218-
8535 /charlotteklein48@verizon.net .

For more information visit www.
wchj.org . Childcare is provided.

The Book that changed Flylady’s Life
MAKE IT FUN

By PAM YOuNg
I ran into a Flybaby at the 
airport in Boston. (What’s 
a Flybaby? It’s a person 
who follows the nationally 
known woman who helps 

women get organized via the Internet. She 
wears purple; as do many of her followers. 
I happen to be her mentor. How could I 
miss this follower in the airport? She had 
a purple Flylady office in a bag, (sort of a 
“mobile desk), was wearing purple and was 
working on deskwork. I went over to her 
and said,

“I recognize your office in a bag, have 
you read Sink Reflections (Flylady’s book)?”

Fifteen minutes later she ran out of 
breath from espousing her joy and gratitude 
for Flylady! Then she asked me if I was a 
Flybaby and I said,

“Well, not exactly, but I’m the reason 
you’re one.” She looked a little confused so I 
told her this story.

My sister and I wrote a book called 

Sidetracked Home Executives: from Pigpen 
to Paradise in 1977. We were slobs (SLOB 
stands for Spontaneous, Lighthearted, 
Optimistic and Beloved) and we reformed. 
That little book was the first “get organized” 
book on the market written by two people 
who had been desperately disorganized and 
turned the situation around 180 degrees. 
It was an overnight success (well it took 
about a year) and we were whisked around 
the country to appear on hundreds of tele-
vision and radio shows. We met stars and 
got to play with Oprah many times, who, 
by the way, is a SHE (Sidetracked Home 
Executive).

Then we wrote a book called The 
Sidetracked Sister’s Happiness File and that’s 
how Flylady comes onto the scene. That 
book is about using 3x5 cards to help a 
person be happier. Marla (that’s Flylady’s 
real name) was reading that book in bed 
with her now ex-husband, when she started 
giggling. Her husband said, “What’s so 
funny?” So she read the excerpt to him (I’ll 

include it in this essay) and he said, “That’s 
not funny at all, that’s disgusting.”

She realized at that moment that 
her marriage was not working; that this 
man didn’t have a sense of humor and she 
divorced soon after “the reading.” I know 
this story because Marla called our office 
sometime in the early 90s, I happened to 
answer the phone and she told me what 
had happened. We’ve been friends for 
almost 20 years and we’ve helped each 
other and lifted each other up throughout 
the time we’ve been blessed to know each 
other. Our mutual selflessness has given us 
both an ability to help disorganized women 
learn to be organized not to please someone 
else, but to please themselves. Our message 
has always been laced with love and grati-
tude and that’s what has fed our friendship.

Now I’ve told you that my book 
changed Marla’s life in a radical way, but 
Marla turned around and changed, not only 
my life, but my husband’s life in a drastic 
way! Almost four years ago, I received a 

book in the mail as a surprise gift from 
Marla. It was entitled, Why We Get Fat and 
What We Can Do About It, by Gary Taubes. 
That book put us on the most healthful 
track we could ever be on! Because of that 
book, we don’t count calories, we don’t gain 
weight AND we are happier! Yes, that’s one 
of the main changes that happened when 
we began a high fat, low carbohydrate diet. 
Probably because we are NEVER hungry 
so we aren’t starving our brains of the nutri-
ents a high fat diet gives them.

I did have to get a new physician who 
understands the science behind a Paleo diet 
and she told me that when we eat more fat 
our brains thrive! She also believes that the 
epidemic of Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s and 
dementia are directly related to the low 
fat craze mainstream medicine and our 
government has pushed down our throats 
since the 60s. She should know, she’s also 
a psychiatrist.

So I can say, “Because of Marla we 
have no sugar in our house,” (except for a 
one-pound box that’s nowhere near empty, 
because it’s used for when company wants 
sugar in tea or coffee). (I did have a very 
small piece of wedding cake a couple years 

ago and I had a hangover like I had in my 
younger days of drinking too much.)

Here’s that excerpt.
We [my sister and I] spent a lot of 

our time in our room. We avoided having 
to go downstairs, because when Mom 
would see us, she’d think of things for us 
to do… like housework. We invented ways 
to stay self-contained upstairs. Having no 
bathroom up there posed a problem until 
we thought of using the window. We opted 
for the window sill above the dining room, 
facing the secluded canyon. Sitting on the 
edge with our feet outside the window, we 
watched the trickles as they flowed down 
the mossy sloping roof out of sight. Our 
parents never knew until years later, when 
Dad installed a TV antenna on the roof 
and was puzzled by the two distinct paths 
carved out of the green moss. He told Mom 
that it was strange that the moss was only 
dead in two strips.

To see what Pam’s got up her cyber-sleeve, check 
out www.cluborganized.com. Want to get 
organized? Join the club! It’s free, no dues, no 
uniforms.

mailto:/charlotteklein48@verizon.net
http://www.wchj.org
http://www.wchj.org
http://www.cluborganized.com
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By JOHN F. McMuLLEN
It’s a bird ... It’s a plane ... 
It’s Superman! “No, It’s an 
Amazon delivery drone.” “I 
think it’s a Google drone.” 
“Maybe it’s from the NSA.” 

“It looks more like the police one that came 
over yesterday.” “You’re all wrong! It’s from 
the photographer down the block.”

If the above seems familiar, it is – it’s 
the beginning of last week’s column on 
Drones! That column dealt mainly with 
drones being used as instruments in war – 
first in Afghanistan & Iraq and now in Iraq 
& Syria against the “Islamic State” (“ISIS” 
or “ISIL”). This column, on the other hand, 
deals with the use of drones within the 
United States.

Drones are / will be generally used for 
four purposes:

1. Commercial Uses
2. Surveillance by Law Enforcement 

Agencies
3. Personal Use
4 Stalking and Invasion of Privacy
The commercial uses have come into 

focus recently when, late last year, Amazon 
revealed the testing of its delivery drone 
service, “Amazon Prime Air” (http://youtu.

be/98BIu9dpwHU) and then again, 
this year, when Google announced that 
it has been testing its own drone delivery 
service, “Google Wing” (http://youtu.be/
cRTNvWcx9Oo), in Australia. These 
models differ in technology and in intent. 
The Amazon announcement wrote about 
allowing Amazon to make same-day 

delivery of items purchased by its clients 
while Google’s announcement focused on 
delivery of product to outlying places – just 
what Google plans to deliver remains up-
in-the-air; Google has very few tangible 
products of its own – there are tablets, a 
phone, and television controllers, manu-
factured by others and sold and marketed 
under its name – does it plan to deliver other 
products, competing with Federal Express, 

GRAND FRIDAY NIGHT 
CELEBRATION FRIDAY NIGHT 

CELEBRATION
GRAND FRIDAY 

NIGHT CELEBRATION

FRIDAY NIGHT 
CELEBRATION

THE WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY  
FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

Invites you for a 
HUMANIST INSPIRED 

 ROSH HASHANA SERVICE 
 Thursday, September 25, 7:00 PM 

at the Community Unitarian Church, 468 Rosedale Ave. W.P.        
With Rabbi Frank Tamburello Exploring the theme:

 “BEGINNING AGAIN”
Music by Prof. Ruth Levy-Schudroff and our WCHJ Chorus 

No charge but donations are welcome.  
We are an open and welcoming congregation. 

Baby sitting available for preschoolers  
RSVP before 9/22 - Charlotte Klein 914-218-8535 

charlotteklein48@verizon.net 
all events will be at the Community Unitarian Church

Yom Kippur and Break-the-Fast, Saturday, October 4, 3:00 pm 
Rabbi Miriam Jerris will explain “Having It All: science and Spirituality” 

Music by Bernard Tamosaitis, Ida Sayuri, Nina Gordon  
and the WCHJ Choir

Cost for meal-$10PP non members. Send checks payable to  
WCHJ %I.Kleiman 

165 West End Ave. Apt. 12 D, NY.NY 10023 
RSVP Gloria Weil-914-235-2612/   grweil@optonline.net before 9/30

Sukkot, Saturday, October 11 , 2:30 pm 
Interactive service with Rabbi Tamburello 

For more information-visit wchj.org

MUSIc

Digitally re-mastered and expanded in 
a mini-LP sleeve. “Live Dates II” was the 
second Wishbone Ash live release. These 
songs are from a variety of concerts from 
1976 to 1980.

During the early and mid-’70s, 
Wishbone Ash were one of England’s 
most overlooked rock acts. After four studio 
albums they released a live album simply 
titled “Live Dates” in ’73, and in 1980 they 
released another live album titled “Live 
Dates II,” originally released in Britain as 
a limited edition (twenty-five thousand 
copies) album. This two CD set version 
includes twelve titles that originally made 
their debuts on their previous Wishbone 
Ash studio recordings.

Live Dates II is a real gem as it’s a far 
better quality live recording than its previous 
“Live Dates” release, and ranks as perhaps 

the strongest document of the Wishbone 
Ash (Mk. II) line-up with guitarists Andy 
Powell, and Laurie Wisefield, plus bassist 
Martin Turner and drummer Steve Upton. 
This lineup of Wishbone Ash is a dream 
come true for Ash fans and for dueling guitar 
fans. For example checkout: “F.U.B.B.,” and 
“The Way of the World” for some powerful 
double axe-wielding guitar annihilations. 
“Live Dates II” impressively stands the test 
of time with its generous (twelve) selections, 
and solid performances of Wishbone Ash 
classics.

*Note: Vinyl replicas by Culture Factory 
are limited edition pressings, so when 
Culture Factory runs out of stock they are 
out of print and gone forever. They are high 
quality reissued compact discs that repro-
duce the dynamics of the original masters/
vinyl. Additionally they are also near-exact 

replica CD’s as each disc has a black (vinyl 
like) look and finish, with the original label 
LP artwork. So they are very cool looking 
and (likely) will become highly collectable.

**Note: The Wishbone Ash band will 
soon be performing at BB King’s in NYC on 
Wednesday September 24th: http://www.
bbkingblues.com/bio.php?id=4317

For fifteen years Bob Putignano has been 
pivotal at WFDU http://wfdu.fm with his 
Sounds of Blue radio show: http://www.
SoundsofBlue.com ; Previously a senior con-
tributing editor at Blues Revue, Blueswax, 
and Goldmine magazines, and Music Editor 
for the Yonkers Tribune, The Westchester 
Guardian, and Making A Scene. Bob was 
the 2003 recipient of the “Keeping the Blues 
Alive” award (given by the Blues Foundation 
in Memphis) for his achievements in 
radio broadcasting. Direct email to Bob 
Putignano: bob8003@yahoo.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

Wishbone Ash: “Live Dates II” Paper Sleeve”
2CD Deluxe Vinyl Replica - Import – Limited Collector’s Edition, Original recording re-mastered 
(LMLR) www.CultureFactory.fr

               Rod Company, Inc.

ASSOCIATED
LIGHTNING

Lightning Protection!

 www.alrci.com

Free Estimates
Free Inspections

(518) 789-4603
(845) 373-8309
(860) 364-1498

ASSOCIATEDASSOCIATED
LIGHTNING

TEcHNOLOGY / cREATIVE DISRUPTION

Look! Up In The US Sky!

Continued on page 12

http://wfdu.fm
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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http://YonkersTribune.com
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mailto:bob8003@yahoo.com
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http://youtu.CELEBRATIONNIGHTbe/98BIu9dpwHU
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By JOHN SIMON
There can be little doubt 
that Kenneth Lonergan’s 
“This Is Our Youth” is one 
of America’s most charming 
plays. It and the film, “You 

Can Count on Me,” make Lonergan a 
winning playwright-cineast, even if his other 
efforts are less distinguished.

Situated in 1982 but timeless, this is the 
story of three young Jewish Upper-West-
Side New Yorkers. Dennis Ziegler, 21, is a 
dropout, drug dealer, womanizer and junkie; 
Warren Straub, 19, is his endearingly naïve, 
worshipful friend and client; and Jessica 
Goldberg, 19, is a friend’s friend, a sweetly 
confused young woman, who may become 
Warren’s first bedmate.

Lonergan gets down their bravado and 
bumbling in letter-perfect language, with 
exquisite humor skillfully transitioning into 
melancholy pathos. Dennis, opportunist 
and bully, is brought to the edge of break-
down; Warren is at a loss what to do with 
a shlepped collection of memorabilia as 
well as a sizable sum stolen from his hated 

and hating father; and Jessica tries hard but 
uncertainly to be grown-up. All three have 
problem parents.

Such a précis does not begin to suggest 
the wit, charm and ultimate sadness of this 
wonderful play. At the 1996 premiere, it had, 
besides Mark Brokaw’s flawless direction, 
an unbeatable cast. There was the breakout 
performance as Warren of one of our finest 
actors, Mark Ruffalo, infusing gangling 
childishness with lopsided charm. Scarcely 
less winning was Josh Hamilton as Dennis, 
bossy and exploitative, especially of girls, 
exuding precariously precocious, amusing 
command. As Jessica, Missy Yager made 
confusion lovable, and fumbling self-asser-
tion endlessly touching.

Today, the biggest loser is Michael Sera’s 
Warren. Though having had some success 
playing dolts on film and TV, he lacks even 
minimal charm, and throws away some of 
the funniest lines, but the audience loves 
him—a movie star, after all. Kieran Culkin is 
better as Dennis, but lets the negative aspects 
of the character unduly predominate. As for 
Tavi Gevinson, she registers as a knock-off 
of Scarlet Johansson, of whom one is more 

than enough.
Anna D. Shapiro’s direction may be 

favoring some overacting, especially from 
Jessica, but is otherwise satisfactory, as are 
Ann Roth’s costumes and Brian MacDevitt’s 
lighting. Todd Rosenthal’s set cleverly 
extends well above the acting area to convey 
the overarching, depressing clichéd architec-
ture. Altogether, a marvelous play, unkillable 
but sadly diminished.

Images of This is Our Youth by Brigitte 
Lacombe and courtesy of Broadway.com, 
except as otherwise designated.

Venue: Cort Theatre, 138 West 48th 
Street, New York, NY 10036. Tickets: By 
phone: 212.239.6200 or Telecharge.com. 
Perforances through January 4, 2015.

George Kelly (1887-1974) was one of 
the more interesting American playwrights 
of the first half of the past century, though his 
critically lauded plays tended to have short 
runs. The worthy Mint Theater Company 
has now revived his last produced play, “The 
Fatal Weakness” (1946), which, though 

UPS, and others?
Both Amazon and Google, as well 

as any other businesses attempting to use 
drones for commercial operations, face a very 
real obstacles in implementing their drone 
goals – the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) allows the use of drones for com-
mercial use only under very strict guidelines 
contained in Section 333 of its regulations:

Specifically, Section 333 authorizes the 
FAA to determine:

If certain unmanned aircraft systems, 
if any, as a result of their size, weight, speed, 
operational capability, proximity to airports 
and populated areas, and operation within 
visual line of sight do not create a hazard to 
users of the national airspace system or the 
public or pose a threat to national security; 
and

Whether a certificate of waiver, 
certificate of authorization, or airworthi-
ness certification under section 44704 of 
title 49, United States Code, is required 
for the operation of unmanned aircraft 
systems identified under paragraph (1). 
( h t t p : / / w w w . f a a . g o v / u a s /
legislative_programs/section_333/)

The FAA regulations have been 

met with heavy criticism for getting in 
the way of technological innovations. In 
a column in Forbes Magazine, “FAA 
Dithering Forces Google And Other 
Drone Innovators To Take Their Jobs And 
Technology Abroad” (http://www.forbes.
com/sites/gregorymcneal/2014/08/31/
faa-dithering-means-google-and-other-
drone-innovators-need-to-take-their-
jobs-and-technology-abroad/), Gregory 
S. McNeil writes “Under the FAA’s current 
rules, commercial operators are prohibited 
from flying unmanned aerial vehicles — 
drones — unless they first get permission 
from the FAA. That means a company like 
Amazon or Google, armed with billions of 
dollars to invest in technological innova-
tion, simply cannot experiment without one 
of their tech geniuses first submitting their 
experimental aircraft to an FAA bureaucrat 
for approval. “The FAA will argue that Google 
and Amazon can take their secret, proprietary 
technology to a government run test site, but that 
argument is absurd on its face, it’s like telling 
Google that they can only test their algorithms on 
government computers at public libraries.”

The FAA does write on its afore-
mentioned website “The FAA is currently 
considering exemptions under Section 333 
from several different companies.” It is also 
interesting to note that the FAA has not 
attempted to punish photographers who, 

for commercial purposes, have used drones 
to photograph weddings which had barred 
their physical attendance.

An equally contentious issue is the 
use of drones for law enforcement in sur-
veillance activities. The American Civil 
Liberties Union (“ACLU”) had been par-
ticularly outspoken on this issue, writing on 
its website (https://www.aclu.org/blog/
tag/domestic-drones) “U.S. law enforce-
ment is greatly expanding its use of domestic 
drones for surveillance. Routine aerial surveil-
lance would profoundly change the character of 
public life in America. Rules must be put in place 
to ensure that we can enjoy the benefits of this 
new technology without bringing us closer to a 
“surveillance society” in which our every move is 
monitored, tracked, recorded, and scrutinized by 
the government. Drone manufacturers are also 
considering offering police the option of arming 
these remote-controlled aircraft with (nonlethal 
for now) weapons like rubber bullets, Tasers, and 
tear gas. … Congress has ordered the Federal 
Aviation Administration to change airspace 
rules to make it much easier for police nation-
wide to use domestic drones, but the law does 
not include badly needed privacy protections.” A 
full copy of the ACLU Report, “Protecting 
Privacy From Aerial Surveillance is available 
on-line at protectingprivacyfromaerial-
surveillance.pdf

The ACLU recommends that the fol-
lowing “safeguards” be added to any FAA 
regulations concerning the deployment of 
domestic drones:
“USAGE LIMITS: Drones should be deployed 
by law enforcement only with a warrant, in an 
emergency, or when there are specific and articu-
lable grounds to believe that the drone will collect 
evidence relating to a specific criminal act.
DATA RETENTION: Images should be 
retained only when there is reasonable suspi-
cion that they contain evidence of a crime or are 
relevant to an ongoing investigation or trial.
POLICY: Usage policy on domestic drones 
should be decided by the public’s representatives, 
not by police departments, and the policies should 
be clear, written, and open to the public.
ABUSE PREVENTION & 
ACCOUNTABILITY: Use of domestic drones 
should be subject to open audits and proper over-
sight to prevent misuse.
WEAPONS: Domestic drones should not be 
equipped with lethal or non-lethal weapons.” 
(https://www.aclu.org/blog/tag/
domestic-drones)

With the possible exception of the 
“Data Retention” and “Abuse Prevention and 
Accountability” sections, these restrictions 
are bound to be objected to by members of 
the law enforcement community. One of 
the projected uses of drones is to provide 

unnoticed surveillance of “high-crime areas” 
and the warrant requirement would elimi-
nate that use.

Additionally, law enforcement would 
certainly prefer under rather loose legal 
guidelines to set it is own policy and pro-
cedures on the use of its drones, rather than 
have them a subject of public review and 
debate.

Finally, law enforcement most cer-
tainly would want to have the availability of 
small weapons carrying drones available for 
hostage and SWAT-type operations.

The FAA regulations and ACLU 
suggested guidelines should be a matter 
of public debate but will only be so if an 
informed public deems to care about them 
and make its voice heard!

Next Week – Domestic Drones for 
Personal Uses (including Stalking and 
Invasion of Privacy)

Direct comments on this issue: 
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com

John F. McMullen is a writer, poet, college pro-
fessor and radio host. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at www.
johnmac13.com, his books are available on 
Amazon, and he blogs at http://open.salon.
com/blog/johnmac13.

Continued on page 13

TEcHNOLOGY / cREATIVE DISRUPTION

Look! Up In The US Sky!
Continued from page 11

Blundering Youth, Beleaguered Adulthood
EYE ON THEATRE

Kieran Culkin as Dennis and Michael Cera as Warren in This Is Our Youth.

This Is Our Youth stars Kieran Culkin, Tavi 
Gevinson and Michael Cera take a bow on 
opening night. Image by Bruce Glikas and 

courtesy of Broadway.com.
Michael Cera as Warren and Tavi Gevinson 

as Jessica in This Is Our Youth.
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https://www.aclu.org/blog/technology-and-liberty-national-security/video-see-what-armed-domestic-drones-look
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starring the gifted Ina Claire, did not enjoy 
the merited run.

It concerns Ollie Espenshade, who after 
nearly 28 years of marriage begins to suspect 
her husband, Paul, of cheating on her with 

a lady osteopath. That unseen woman, an 
orphan, rather small and somewhat chubby, 
seems to have no other distinction than 
being submissive, presumably younger, and, 
above all, different.

Gradually, Ollie and her best friend, 
the widowed Mabel Wentz, with the help 
of one of the latter’s (likewise unseen) lady 
friends who enjoys sleuthing, tighten the net 
around the errant husband, who pretends 
to be playing golf at his country club when 

actually seeing his mistress.
Running parallel is the problem of the 

Espenshade daughter, Penny, married to tra-
ditionalist Vernon Hassett, and mother to an 
unruly three-year-old. Here the difficulty is 
that the Hassetts, without actually fighting, 
cannot agree on anything at all, and Vernon 

is beginning to absent himself more and 
more to escape from his wife’s egocentric 
feminism, something she stridently advo-
cates without necessarily practicing.

What will happen in the two marriages 
is radically different, though in the case of 
Vernon and Penny, who adores her father, 
somewhat underdeveloped and the tiniest 
bit improbable.

Good about the play are the psycho-
logically sound characterizations, 
perceptively observed middle-class 
lives, and smart, lively dialogue, always 
believable, intermittently funny, and 
sometimes even touching. The most 
persuasive relationship is the friend-
ship between Ollie and Mabel, which, 
though innocent, may remind us that 
Kelly’s own, of 55 years and lasting 
until his death, was with a male 
partner, passed off to parents and the 
world at large, as his valet. The play, 
however, has nothing erotic about 
it, though succeeding in making the 
mundane crisp, and eventually even 
poignant.

Jesse Marchese has put con-
siderable movement into the single 
well-designed set by Vicki R. Davis, as 
authentic as Andrea Varga’s sometimes 
by now droll-looking costumes. And 
the cast of six cannot be faulted. Kristin 
Griffith is an attractive and sympa-
thetic Ollie, Cynthia Darlow a loyal 
and no-nonsense Mabel, Cliff Bemis 
(Paul) and Sean Patrick Hopkins 
(Vernon) dissimilar but equally per-
suasive husbands. Victoria Mack is a 

convincing Penny, uneasily growing out of 
her naivete, and Patricia Kilgarriff, as the 
maid, Anna, proves a weathered questioner 
of marriage.

A longish play, “The Fatal Weakness” is 
never boring, and particularly fascinating by 
never specifying just what that fatal weakness 
is. Is it Paul’s philandering or Ollie’s avoid-
ance of meaningful confrontation, or is it the 

institution of marriage itself?
Venue: Mint Theater Company, 311 

West 43rd Street, 3rd Floor, between 8th 
and 9th Avenues, New York, NY 10036. 
Box Office: 866.811.4111. Performances 
through October 26, 2014.

Images of The Fatal Weakness by and 
courtesy of Richard Termine.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
To learn more, visit the www.JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

  

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Apartments
1 Bedrooms Starting at $1350/month  •  Studios Starting at $1200/month                                               
Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops • Laundry On-Site

 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 
Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Prime Yorktown Location

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

OFFICE SPACE: 
1160 Sq. Ft.                      

Rent $1650/ Month

STOREFRONT:                                      
950 Sq. Ft.                         

Rent $3250 /Month

OFFICE SPACE:
470 Sq. Ft. Rent           

$850/Month 

Blundering Youth, Beleaguered Adulthood

EYE ON THEATRE

Kristin Griffith, Patricia Kilgarriff, Victoria Mack, and Cliff Bemis in The Fatal Weakness by 
George Kelly.

Cynthia Darlow and Kristin Griffith in The Fatal 
Weakness by George Kelly.

Cliff Bemis and Kristin Griffith in The Fatal Weakness 
by George Kelly.

Continued from page 12

http://www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://www.JohnSimon-Uncensored.com


Page 14 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, SEPTEMBER 18, 2014

GovernmentSection

Continued on page 15

By LuKE HAMILTON
Boy, turn your head for one 
minute and suddenly every-
body is a war hawk! Wasn’t 
our government in the full-
time occupation of blaming 

Bush for his bloodthirsty colonialism? All of 
a sudden, Senator Dianne Feinstein, Chair 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee, has 
gone on record that the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS) is a threat which “cannot be 
overstated”. The Department of Homeland 
Security circulated a memo to law enforce-
ment agencies, suggesting that attacks 
by ISIS could happen with “little to no 
warning”. Secretaries Hagel and Kerry, along 
with the President, are working overtime to 
cobble together an international coalition, 
intent on engaging in a military campaign 
against ISIS.

At the same time, the Federal gov-
ernment is actively working to keep our 
southern border WIDE OPEN. The 
President, Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), Secretary Hagel; these 
are some of the people directly responsible 
for the fact that anyone and everyone can 
do the Watusi across our southern border 
without ever being seen, questioned, or iden-
tified, and yet they are acting on a credible, 

dangerous threat to our safety.
- We have a credible threat from a 

terrorist organization which “cannot be 
overstated’.

- We have a de facto open borders policy 
on our Southern border.

These two facts seem to be irreconcil-
able. ISIS has posted information which 
seeks to prove that they have active cells here 
in this country as we speak. Last month, a 
Twitter profile supposedly affiliated with 
ISIS posted a picture of a Chicago landmark, 
boasting about their supposed infiltration of 
the United States. Given the corroboration 
of the memo from DHS, it seems clear that 
our government acknowledges the rapid-
strike capability of this group, along with the 
viability of their threats, and simultaneously 
retains their position of open immigration.

President Obama has described his 
willingness to engage this enemy overseas 
in an open-ended campaign, spanning 
multiple years. But why would we expend 
effort, money, and manpower to fight an 
enemy overseas who has already infiltrated 
our ranks here at home, going so far as to 
leave the back-door open for anyone and 
everyone to visit? Could this cognitive dis-
sonance be deliberate on the part of the 
Obama Administration? There’s a threat to 
which we are preparing to offer a long-term 

militaristic response. The top-ranking 
Senator on the Intelligence Committee has 
spoken about the threat in the most dire of 
terms. This enemy has sworn vengeance on 
us and provided proof which suggests they 
are capable and nearby. And yet our southern 
border remains open, day and night.

Either the threat is dire or it is not. 
Either it’s safe to allow all-comers to cross 
our borders and remain in our country or it 
isn’t. If this cognitive dissonance isn’t deliber-
ate, then what is it? Accidental? Can’t be. The 
Border Patrol, INS, and DHS are operating 
under the orders of the President himself. If 
he wanted the border closed and scrutinized, 
it would be. Unknowing? Hardly, given 
the hubbub which was caused by the Feds 
dumping illegals in cities without informing 
local authorities or vetting the immigrants.

The only logical explanation is that 
this is deliberate. But why? A number of 
explanations come to mind. Start with 
the most charitable: arrogance. This is the 
Administration who oversaw Operation 
Fast and Furious, where guns were delib-
erately given to drug cartel members 
because the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
felt capable of managing and tracking the 
problem. They lost control of the situation 
and as a result, one Border Patrol agent lost 
his life and countless others have become 
victims as a result of those lost weapons. The 
Obama Administration consistently over-
estimates its abilities. Their refusal to secure 
the border could be a dangerous game of 

chicken, designed to bait our enemies into 
revealing some compromising information 
about themselves, using the safety of the 
American people as bait.

Or it could be completely political. 
Perhaps the Obama Administration isn’t 
willing to close the border, even with a risk 
of attack, because of the terribly steep price 
which would be paid by his legacy and 
the Democratic Party amongst the rabid 
amnesty lobby; the reverberations of which 
would be felt for several elections cycles to 
come. Perhaps he’s gambling that he can 
dodge a bullet until just after the November 
elections when he can nationalize the illegals 
in this country, with the intention to shut the 
door once he has his 5-10 million Democrat 
voters in house.

But it could also be ideologically moti-
vated, and this is where it gets unsettling. 
Let’s not forget that this President is an 
acolyte of Saul Alinski, who himself coun-
seled the communities he organized to make 
the “Haves” as uncomfortable as possible, 
by whatever means necessary. Obama’s very 
own chief-of-staff, currently presiding over 
a bloodbath in the city of Chicago, once 
said that one should “never let a crisis go 
to waste”. Surely the Rahmfather wouldn’t 
advise letting an ISIS go to waste either. Is 
it possible that the President sees an oppor-
tunity to procure millions of votes while 
gaining even more authoritarian power, 
due to an increased level of danger or (God 
forbid) another attack on American soil? 

He’s already asking Congress for a $5b 
slush fund which he claims would be used 
to support operations against ISIS in Iraq 
and Syria.

He’s just spreading the slush around, 
right?? The President is fund-raising on 
dire threats to the safety of this nation, so 
is it really such a logical leap to think that 
the cognitive dissonance displayed by our 
national security policy is by design? This 
is entirely plausible, given the track record 
of this President, bent on dismantling the 
Constitution he swore to uphold. The 
answer probably lies somewhere in the 
middle of all these explanations, borrowing 
some motivation from each. However, it is a 
clear dereliction of duty to deliberately com-
promise the safety of the American people 
and an inexcusable abuse of Presidential 
power, regardless of motivation.

Luke Hamilton  is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to  be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands  of lib-
erty-starved citizens from the progressive gulags 
of Illinois to  [relative] freedom. Hamilton is 
the  creative mind/voice behind Pillar & Cloud 
Productions, a budding production  company 
which resides at www.PillarCloudProductions.
com. He owes all  to his Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, whose strength is perfected in his  
weakness.

NATIONAL

Our New National Security Policy 
Never Let an ISIS go to Waste

BEDFORD

Bedford Board Allows community to Debate contract Agreement for Teamsters Local 456
By RICH MONETTI
Teamsters Local 456 Blue 
Collar Workers have been 
without a contract since 
2011. The board and the 

union finally reached an agreement in July, 
2014, but a vote was tabled to give the com-
munity a chance to review the issue. So for 
two hours, an in-depth discussion ensued 
before a split decision emerged.

The agreement has workers receiv-
ing an approximate annual increase of 
2.5% through the contract’s end in 2017. 
But the main controversy centered on the 
approximate 2% base salary contribution to 
healthcare costs for current workers and a 
10-15 percentage of premium payment for 
new employees.

Thus, the $5.67 average tax burden per 
home in 2014, and a 90 cent annual price 
tag afterwards was out of context for Joel 
Rutenberg of Elm Road. Angered by Blue 
Collar workers’ past refusal to contribute 
toward healthcare during the economic 
downturn, he felt this was rewarding bad 
behavior.

In turn, he questioned whether white 
collar workers would continue to volun-
tarily contribute to costs in the wake of this 
contract. “I urge you to reconsider and put 
everybody on equal footing,” said Rutenburg.

Scott Johnstone also voiced opposition. 
Comparing the average 15-20% healthcare 
contribution in area towns to Bedford’s 3%, 
he felt the minuscule annual amount isn’t 
done justice by likening it to the obligatory 
serving of caffeine. “We pay the highest taxes 

in the nation, because we’ve been asked so 
many times for that extra cup of coffee,” said 
Johnstone.

Johnstone sees all the asking as ulti-
mately forcing residents to retire elsewhere. 
Senior Dick Schneider agreed but felt this 
was not the place to draw the line. “This 
shouldn’t take away from maintaining vigi-
lance on other aspects of our taxes,” he said.

Even so, Dan Finta of Cliffside Lane 
reasoned that labor peace takes precedence. 
Noting the negative affect that lingering 
contract talks have on bond ratings, Finta 
reasoned more delays put the town’s financial 
security in jeopardy.”

On the other hand, Scott Moody of 
Bedford Village countered that actual costs 
often do not align with projections. An 

insurance agent who insures a company of 
450 employees and is more familiar with 
contributions between 25 and 50%, Moody 
deemed the contributions, “somewhat low,” 
and offered his services to the town.

John Marshall of Bedford Corners liked 
the idea, and felt the town should investigate 
a collaboration. To that, Supervisor Burdick 
called Director of Personnel, Joan Gallagher, 
to clarify.

Gallagher explained that the town had 
previously used Pompco to insure workers, 
but this left the town lacking if any cata-
strophic illnesses occurred. “Insuring from 
a pool of 125 instead of 1.2 million meant 
greater liability,” said Gallagher.

That aside, she relayed the town broker’s 
belief that private plans cannot compete with 

NYSHIP, and while there are carriers who 
offer very good rates, that typically changes 
after two years.

This was all secondary to Maryann 
Delaney of Bedford Village. “I witnessed 
these men outside my window with a 
transformer exploding over their heads 
and trees falling down around them,” said 
Delaney. “This way the road was clear during 
Hurricane Sandy in case anyone needed 
evacuation.”

As for the low contribution rate in com-
parison to other towns, Delaney countered 
that worker pay still rates below average, 
while expressing embarrassment that the 
negotiation has taken this long. Louis Picani, 
a Business Agent for Teamsters Local 456, 

http://patdollard.com/2014/09/obama-pushing-congress-for-5b-counterterrorism-fund/
http://patdollard.com/2014/09/obama-pushing-congress-for-5b-counterterrorism-fund/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=44.0519444444,-123.086666667&spn=0.1,0.1&q=44.0519444444,-123.086666667%20(Eugene%2C%20Oregon)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.0,-89.0&spn=3.0,3.0&q=40.0,-89.0%20(Illinois)&t=h
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      ITALIAN CUISINE
Zagat Rated “Excellent” 

Voted “Best Italian Restaurant” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM

  RESERVE NOW FOR  PARTIES • 2  ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100 

914.779.4646
www.ciaoeastchester.com

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER, NY 10709  

also rushed to the rescue for workers.
Not happy with the cup of coffee 

analogy or the assertion that the union is 
selfish, Picani pointed out how Teamsters 
Local 456 gave back $240,000 in salary to 
save jobs. “I don’t know if anything like that 
would ever happen in the private sector,” he 
said, and then pleaded for ratification.

Regardless, projected deficits detailed 
on the town website got the attention of 
one resident, and again, Supervisor Burdick 
deployed one of the town’s experts. “The 
deficits are more of a warning sign of what 
to do. It’s not our plan to run deficits,” said 
Comptroller Ed Ritter.

Furthermore, Ritter detailed how 
projections are based on past years, which 
included the dire state of the economic 

downturn, and ultimately amounts to a con-
tinual process of revaluation.

Finally, the discussion moved up to the 
Board, where David Gabrielson and Mary 
Beth Kass expressed support, while Peter 
Chryssos vacillated on where the consensus 
seemed to be heading. The demise of the 
long time Halloween Parade in Katonah 
focused his concern. Kids in costumes and 
families, he said, “It symbolized what the 

town of Bedford was about.”
Unfortunately, the parade ended 

because legal parameters didn’t allow the 
town to fund the nonprofit that ran it. Then 
because of union contracts and constraints, 
there was no way to make it work. “That 
really bothered me,” said Chryssos.

The idea encapsulated for the 
board member how such matters create 

community deterring roadblocks, and more 
importantly, bases pay on time served rather 
than quality service rendered.

Nonetheless, combining his Nay with 
Board Member Corcoran’s, a 3-2 passage 
stood.

Supervisor Burdick then thanked 
everyone for their respectful participation 
and closed the issue.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003. He lives in Westchester County.

BEDFORD

Bedford Board Allows community to Debate contract Agreement for Teamsters Local 456
Continued from page 14

GOVERNANcE

By NANCY KINg
It’s the project that has 
divided the City of White 
Plains and it looks like there 
is no end in sight as the 
south end of the city fights 

to keep the French American School of 
New York, also known as the Lycée Franco-
Américain de New York, or FASNY, from 
constructing a campus on the grounds of 
the now defunct Ridgeway Country Club. 
On Monday night, September 8th, and again 
on Wednesday night, September 10th, over 
700 people, both pro and con, packed the 
auditorium at White Plains High School 
to speak at two public hearings concerning 
FASNY. Monday night’s public hearing 
had over 65 people sign up to speak on 
the topic of FASNY’s request for a special 
permit to close and to de-map Hathaway 
Lane, a private residential street in Gedney 
Farms that runs along the border of the golf 
course. Most of the residents who addressed 
the White Plains Common Council had 
grave concerns about FASNY’s plan to 
de-map this street. A few people addressed 
the Common Council about the historical 
significance of the Gedney Farms neigh-
borhood, and a few real estate agents talked 
about the already decreased property values 
that come with a semi-commercial devel-
opment project as large as this one. Most 
residents however were more concerned 
about their safety once their street would be 
closed. Without access to Hathaway Lane 
from Bryant Avenue, the main road, those 
who live on Hathaway Lane and the ancil-
lary streets would see a measurable lag in 
response time by emergency vehicles should 
they be needed. Police cars, ambulance 
services and fire trucks would have to snake 
their way through the other side streets in 
order to make it to Hathaway Lane.

Other neighborhood residents spoke 
about the impact of increased traffic and how 
that increase, especially during the morning 
drop off time and afternoon pick-up times 

would adversely change the neighborhood 
forever. The Gedney Farms neighborhood, 
where the French American School hopes 
to build their campus, has eight schools 
within a one-mile radius. Closing Hathaway 
Lane clogs those side streets with more kids 
at bus stops, more buses and more parents 
transporting their children to those schools 
in the neighborhood. Most of the families 
who have children attending FASNY live 
elsewhere, with a fair amount of students 
attending the school residing in New York 
City, New Jersey, and Connecticut. The 
people who spoke have a salient point; how 
much more traffic can those narrow, little 
winding streets absorb once Hathaway is 
closed?

FASNY supporters in turn claimed 
that traffic studies had been done and that 
there would be no increased traffic to the 
neighborhood. The problem with the dates 
of the traffic study however is that FASNY 
conducted their studies when the schools 

were out of session. No school in session – no 
traffic problems. Nonetheless, by 9:45 p.m., 
that portion of the hearing was closed and 
the Common Council had moved on to the 
topic of the special permit being requested to 
construct 6 school buildings. By 12:30 a.m., 
the 100 or so people left in attendance heard 
both pro and con perspectives. Perhaps the 
most interesting tidbit came from a repre-
sentative of a group called EcoNeighbors. 
EcoNeighbors claimed that because of the 
environmental sensitivity concerning the 
estuaries of the Mamaroneck River, the site 
plan required a study from the Army Corps 
of Engineers. It was revealed right before the 
12:30a.m. break that even though the plans 
had been requested by the Army Corps of 
Engineers, FASNY neither provided them 
nor the Common Council. In fact, neither 
entity urged FASNY to do so. The Army 
Corps of Engineers requested another copy 
of the plans back in July and is still awaiting 
those plans. Upon the receipt of those plans 

they intend to conduct a desk study and 
follow it up with an on-site study.

Wednesday night saw a continua-
tion of the same meeting with many of 
the same comments made. As expected, 
the Common Council sat at a dais created 
atop the auditorium stage stone faced; 30 
of the 36 speakers implored the Common 
Council to vote against the project. Former 
White Plains Mayor Al DelVecchio’s grand-
daughter read a letter begging the Common 
Council to vote down the project citing 
that White Plains has always been a city of 
“neighborhoods” and that the approval of the 

FASNY project in this neighborhood will 
likely lead to more commercial creep into 
other neighborhoods as well. Former White 
Plains Mayor Adam Bradley also weighed in 
stating that the Common Council had made 
a “generational” mistake by not originally 
purchasing the property for $8.5 million to 
construct a recreational facility that would 
have been similar to Eastchester’s Lake 
Isle Club. It was a facility that could have 
been enjoyed by residents and the newly 
re-furbished clubhouse and catering facility 
would have brought much needed sales 

White Plains common council Divides a Neighborhood Over FASNY

Continued on page 16
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By Hon. RICHARD 
BRODSKY
It took Henry Kissinger 
to articulate the sense of 
chaos and anarchic violence 
that is spreading across 

the world: The World Order is crumbling. 
Beheadings, mass murder of civilians, inter-
national borders vanishing, and the inability 
of political institutions to manage conflict 
are smashing the carefully constructed post-
WWII universe.

There’s a reason, and historical 

precedent, and neither bodes well for a swift 
return to manageable conflicts.

Humanity’s recent efforts to reduce 
war and violence have been based on the 
faith that political institutions could contain 
and mitigate violence. Two hundred years 
ago Clausewitz shrewdly defined war as 
“politics by other means.” We could negoti-
ate and politic our way out of war, if we were 
smart about it. We reversed Clausewitz and 
successfully used politics as “war by other 
means.”

But it’s a rationalist, somewhat Western 

model. And it is no longer accepted in many 
quarters.

Rationalist goals have receded and been 
replaced by religious goals in crucial regions 
of conflict. There is little one can negoti-
ate with an opponent whose actions spring 
from the absolute certainty and spiritual 
requirements of religion. Take the obvious 
transformation of the Palestinian/Israeli 
conflict. Once was, the conflict was between 
two competing secular visions, Zionism and 
Palestinian autonomy. Now Hamas presents 
an Islamist vision of the struggle, and the 

old PLO secularists are sidelined. Although 
much less profound, Israeli politics have a 
similar transformation, with questions about 
the power of religious settlers for whom loss 
of any part of Israeli territory is a religious sin.

It’s happened before. The Crusades, the 
Inquisition and the French Religious Wars 
centuries ago. The recent Sudanese, Nigerian 
and Lebanese civil wars. And now ISIS with 
its murderous vision of a Sunni Islamist 
Caliphate, the consequent butchery of 
Muslims and others, and the de facto end to 
national borders created by Western colonial 
powers. Negotiations are not going to settle 
our differences with ISIS.

Obama’s strength has been a keen 
intellectual grasp of issues and a willingness 
to reduce the use of force even when he is 

criticized as weak. It’s kinda worked, with 
the quantum of violence in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and elsewhere reduced, all very much in the 
national interest. That strength could now 
be a weakness. Whether on our own or in 
concert with others force and violence are 
the only available tools, other than doing 
nothing and hoping for the best.

There is an argument for doing nothing. 
ISIS will heighten the Sunni / Shiite / 
Alawite split in Islam. Old enemies, like 
the US and Iran, will have common inter-
ests. Sunni kingdoms will worry about ISIS 
expanding. Israel could revive a political rela-
tionship with the PLO.

All risky and unlikely. Obama now faces 
a transformation of his signature policies that 

Continued on page 17

tax revenue to the city. The FASNY school 
project is slated to be tax-exempt.

No surprise that the Common Council 
again called an end to the speakers around 
9:30p.m. and has scheduled yet another 

public meeting on September 29th. Another 
delay, more conversation, and a tabling of 
the vote, presumably set to let Election 
Day safely come and go, in the hope that 
Nadine Hunt-Robinson will keep her seat 
on the Common Council. She is being 
challenged by Republican and South-end 

resident Terrence Guerriere. Guerriere is 
behind the stop FASNY movement. If 
Guerriere is elected that would be a third 
vote against the FASNY project. Common 
Councilmembers Milagros Lecuona and 
Dennis Krolian withdrew their support of 
the project last December; maintaining their 

stance steadfastly. The project needs five “yes” 
votes to proceed.

There will be losers on all sides no 
matter how the Common Council votes. If 
the project is voted forward the residents of 
the south-end have promised litigation. If 
the project is denied, FASNY will litigate. 
The real losers in this game will be the White 

Plains taxpayers. No doubt this will be a long 
and drawn out fight for both sides. In the 
meantime, Mayor Thomas Roach is seeing 
a downturn in the economic health of the 
city he leads and the ribbon cuttings have 
become few and far between.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter residing in 
Westchester County.

GOVERNANcE

White Plains common council Divides a Neighborhood Over FASNY
Continued from page 15

THE BOGEN PERSPEcTIVE

ISIS Blather Finally Ends
By BOB K. BOgEN
So much blather on ISIS; it 
has been painful. President 
Obama finally moved to 
clarify the urgency of dealing 
with the ISIS historic and 

brutal insanity in his very unusual prime-
time nationwide broadcast on September 
10th, the day this is written.

For some weeks writers, broadcasters, 
and officials have generally given-up, aban-
doned the use of the newly created acronym 
“ISIS,” instead and repeatedly using the 
title, “The Islamic State,” avoiding the ISIS 
acronym. Even an anchor of the Public 
Television major evening news program, the 
News Hour used the “The Islamic State,” title 
at least six times in a single show. I wanted 
to spit each time.

Obama started his short broadcast with 
his concise debunking of that dangerous 
gross ISIS title misnomer. Any non-ISIS 
who uses that version of the terrorist group’s 
name is shooting themselves and their listen-
ers or readers in the foot, or worse. Obama’s 
strong complaint at the “Islamic State” title 
was the first such distinction I have heard 
publicly, but it did confirm my own strong 
distress at such usage.

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, ISIS, 
as I have been insisting for some weeks, is 
neither Islamic nor a state. Islamic leaders and 
scholars do not accept the terrorist group, 
ISIS, as Islamic or consistent with Muslim 
teaching or morality. This was shown in 
reading my copies of the Muslim holy book, 
the Koran, during my year or so when I 
served as a major United Nations official in 
another Muslim nation, Pakistan.

Over the last decade, activist Muslims 
jihadists have repeatedly reshaped and 
renamed their associations. We have come 
to learn the terms: al-Qaida, Hezbollah, and 
Taliban. But in the last year we have learned 
of ISIS as that formation grew and moved 
to control a significant portion of Syria and 
moved effectively and rapidly into Iraq. Over 
these years the term Islamism and Islamist 
have come to refer to these more activist, 
jihadist, and terrorist groups in Islam.

 Perhaps, as more Muslim heads of state 
speak up on this point, our leaders, journalists, 
and broadcasters will stop their ignorant use 
of “Islamic” in referring to ISIS. My second 
complaint, also confirmed by Obama, is that 
a “State” is a nation, a recognized territory 
with defined borders. ISIS does not qualify, 
certainly not now.

This point has importance for the basic 
problem facing the US and Obama. One 
immediate problem is whether Congress 
should, or even must approve a Declaration 
of War against ISIS. But a Declaration of 
War is thought of as an action of one Nation 
State against another state.

And even some less courageous 
Democrats in Congress fret over their own 
political future in the eyes of voters in the 
election, less than two months away, regard-
less of their actual position on the issue. 
Republicans are doubly concerned that they 
would be glad to sit tight, not vote and let 
Obama do whatever he is led to do. Then 
they could later complain if it goes badly 
or simply applaud and claim they always 
thought it necessary, if it goes well.

It has also been most peculiar that in all 
the discussion of this most serious war and 
peace confusion it is almost impossible to 
find reference to drones. Perhaps the public 
is understood, by leaders and even commen-
tators, to have had some strange view that 
drones are not quite sportsmanlike, ‘man to 
man’ as in medieval jousting or wrestling, or 
even in playing checkers or Parcheesi. Level 
playing field and all that.

It does seem wrong for some technician 
in Las Vegas to sit in front of his computer 
and fly drones in Afghanistan. I have argued 
that control should be in the same part of 
the world, and in any event not run by some 

CIA technician away from conventional 
legal or military controls and guidance.

It is clear that some civilian deaths 
have resulted from errors or accidental 
drone use. I suspect few will argue with me, 
as a peace loving Quaker, that war is hell. 
Modern warfare and its powerful muni-
tions commonly cause civilian deaths. Surely 
drones with second-by-second operator 
camera control are much less apt to cause 
civilian deaths than bombs, or cannons.

In practical terms it appears likely that 
a swarm of drones with rockets attacking 
Russian tanks and other armored vehicles 
recently invading Ukraine would have sent 
the bloodied backside of Putin and his 
military home to Russia. Putin accurately 
calculated that when his folks in eastern 
Ukraine were being beaten by the local 
military, he might get away with his invading 
blackmailing military, and force Ukraine to 
agree to much of his Stalinist demands.

Similarly it would seem that a large 
number of drones could eliminate ISIS 
tanks, anti-aircraft vehicles, and any of the 
triumphant military vehicle parades ISIS 
now shows on their social media videos. All 
with no Boots-On-The-Ground recalling 
of our disastrous Bush-Cheney long war in 
Iraq, Viet Nam, Korea, etc., etc.

Apparently ISIS guessed that the 
beheading of two American reporters 

terrorize us and would generate more recruits 
and other contributions to their jihad. 
Instead it was seen by Americans as an irre-
sistible challenge and declaration of war, akin 
to the Japanese December 7th attack on Pearl 
Harbor that forced the United States into 
World War II.

In any event, it is refreshing to hear 
Obama telling it like it is, when it seemed for 
weeks that Hillary and even his old sidekick 
Biden had more balls, despite the provoca-
tion of some commentators whipping up 
some minor complaints.

Bob K.  Bogen: BA  - Antioch College; MCP 
University of Pennsylvania; served as Long-
Range Planning  Director for the New York 
Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission, 
which ended in the South Tower  of the 
World Trade Center;  Planning Director for 
the New England Regional Commission; 
Comprehensive Director for the United 
Nations  Development Program in Pakistan; 
Board Chairman of the Communications 
Committee  for the United Nations; Principal 
Representative of Architects / Designers 
/  Planners for Social Responsibility to the 
United Nations; and Chair of the  Quaker 
Regional Committee for Peace and Social Order 
for Eight Friends  Congregations in the New 
York Metropolitan Region.

Obama, ISIS, Kissinger and clausewitz
American Military Force in Religious Conflicts
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A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month
4 Br. Starting at $1900/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super

Call Maria:
914.632.1230

 

INTERNATIONAL

reduced violence as a tool of foreign policy. 
He will have no allies in the anti-Obama 
crowd whose desire to see him fail often 

outstrips their pursuit of the national interest. 
He is being tested and he is alone.

A new international paradigm is 
upon us. Kissinger, the foreign policy 

establishment and the rationalists see it 
coming but don’t know what to do. It’s up 
to Obama, for better or worse, to develop a 
doctrine and a methodology for the use of 
force in religious conflicts. It will likely be the 
most lasting of his strategic contributions to 

the national interest.
First published August 9, 2014 by 

The Huffington Post http://www.huff-
ingtonpost.com/richard-brodsky/
obama-isis-kissinger-and_b_5788136.
html

Follow Richard Brodsky on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/richardbrodsky

Richard Brodsky is a fellow at the Demos think 
tank in New York City and at the Wagner 
School at New York University.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM 

Sorry to Remind You, but Golda Meir Was Right - Part III
By BuRAK BEKDIL 
Part II of this mini-series 
ended with a colorful quote 
from the Turkish Kurdish 
pop star, Yıldız Tilbe, 
whose tweets wished God 

to “bless Hitler,” and predicted that, “It will 
be Muslims again who will bring the end of 
Jews.” Perhaps Ms. Tilbe thinks (or hopes) 
Hitler was Muslim.

No doubt, thanks to her tweets, she has 
the talent to rise even higher in the hall of 
fame. Such tweets are absolutely normal in a 
country where the Islamists’ occasional after-
Friday-prayers slogan, “Now I understand 
Hitler,” has always won hearts and minds. It 
is also the country where, a few years earlier, 
even a union of school teachers (yes, school 
teachers!) gathered in a demonstration “to 
commemorate Hitler.”

But we all know Turkey well enough to 
guess that the Hitler-fetish is not a reflection 
of any possible feeling of admiration for the 
20th century’s greatest psycho. Instead, it is a 
childish expression of the oriental thinking 
that adores “the enemy of my enemy.

Last year, in the EU-candidate Turkey, 
a world-renowned pianist, Fazil Say, was 

sentenced to a (suspended) 10-month 
sentence for re-tweeting a few lines dubi-
ously attributed to Omar Khayyam, a 12th 
century Persian polymath. The judges ruled 
that his tweets “endangered public order and 
peace by insulting religious values embraced 
by whole or a part of the society.”

In the “new Turkey,” where the 
abnormal is the new normal, Ms. Tilbe’s 
tweets blessing Hitler cannot have insulted 
the religious or ethnic values embraced by 
the extremely small part of the society -- 
because they are too small.

So, in the EU-candidate Turkey, a 

pianist, Mr. Say, should be punished for his 
re-tweets, but a pop-singer, Ms. Tilbe, should 
be congratulated for her first-class racist 
hate-speech.

This is contagious. When, in society 
and politics, an abnormal practice becomes 
the norm, the abnormal becomes “the new 

normal.” Take anti-Semitism in Turkey, a 
craze becoming increasingly as trendy as the 
‘selfie,’ and mixed up with opportunism. It 
can come from a bureaucrat who wants to 
win promotion; from a pop star who wants 
to look charming to the government to 
boost his or her popularity; from a corporate 
employee who wants a better position or 
salary. Or it can come from a politician who 
wants to address the largest possible chunk 
of the voter base.

For example, the opposition’s presi-
dential candidate, Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
otherwise a most refined gentleman with 
an impressive academic and diplomatic 
background. When asked by reporter from 
a state-run news agency to clarify his earlier 

Renowned Turkish pianist Fazil Say was sentenced to 10-months in prison (suspended) for re-tweeting quotes attributed to the 12th century 
Persian polymath Omar Khayyam.

Continued on page 18
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ADVERTISE  YOUR DISPLAY HELP WANTED ADS  IN 

THE  WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN! 
Do you have jobs available at your business? 

 The Westchester Guardian 
publishes every Thursday and we would love  to run your                               

Help Wanted Display Ads, 
due Wednesday one week prior  to publication date.

Call today to reserve 
Display Ad Space in our next issue:

914.216.1674 

TARRYTOWN VIEW LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/20/13 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Rochelle, 
NY 10801 Purpose: Any lawful activity.

453 NORTH REALTY LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/28/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 10 W. Broad St Mount Vernon, 
NY 10552. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

SULTAC HOLDINGS LLC Authority filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 8/8/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
6/24/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Attn: Robert Sperduto 15 
Chester Ave White Plains, NY 10601. DE address 
of LLC: 3411 Silverside Rd #104 Wilmington, DE 
19810. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC). NAME: Unicorp International, 
LLC Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
08/19/14. Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: Unicorp In-
ternational, 128 Fuller Road, Briarcliff Manor, New 
York 10510, principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity

MOUNT AIRE CAPITAL LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/20/2014 Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 16 Tioga Lane Pleas-
antville, NY 10570. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

179 BRONX HOLDING LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/11/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 305 North Ave New Rochelle, 
NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Pakola R & D, LLC. Articles of Org. filed NY Sec of 
State (SSNY) 5/23/2014 Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC 15 Lewis Rd, Irvington, NY 10533. Pur-
pose: Any legal activity

G MALPASS LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/4/14. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 6/3/14 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC 12 Mohawk ST Rye, 
NY 10580. DE address of LLC: 1209 Orange ST 
Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE 
Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity

LAW OFFICE OF ROBERT N. ROMANO PLLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/25/14 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC 15 North 
Mill St Nyack, NY 10960 Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

MAGEN INTERNATIONAL, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/8/14. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & Pan-
ken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave White Plains, NY 
10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ROBERTO ROBIN LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/15/14 Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 50 Montrose Rd Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

1017 HOME STREET PROJECT, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/4/14 Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 8 Windward Ave 
White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

statement that “Turkey should be impartial 
over Middle Eastern disputes,” he quickly 
sensed that this was a trick-question aimed 
at portraying him as an “unbiased man” in 
the Arab-Israeli dispute. But of course he 
was partial. He spoke for several minutes, 
listing his career achievements -- proving 
how deeply he felt for the “Palestinian cause” 

-- which included a decoration.
For understandable reasons, Mr. 

Ihsanoglu enjoyed reminding report-
ers of his “lifelong struggle devoted to the 
Palestinian cause.” He further decorated his 
campaign speech by adding that it was his 
honor to have prayed at the al-Aqsa mosque 
(in Jerusalem), and that the rest, for him, was 
unimportant.

No reporter present at Mr. Ihsanoglu’s 
campaign launch speech thought about 
asking him if his commitment to the 
“Palestinian cause” included an affirmation 
of the Hamas Charter, in particular a section 
that says, “The Day of Judgment will not 
come until Muslims fight the Jews, when the 
(last) Jew will hide behind stones and trees. 
The stones and trees will say, ‘O Muslims, O 

Abdullah, there is a Jew behind me, come 
and kill him.’”

How fabulous that, after a foreign 
minister whose greatest foreign policy goal 
is to pray at the al-Aqsa mosque “in the 
Palestinian capital Jerusalem,” now we have 
a presidential candidate who too is proud to 
have prayed at the same mosque.

Meanwhile, more and more 
Palestinians are dying as Turkish (and Arab 
and Persian) dignitaries remain wholeheart-
edly committed to the Palestinian cause -- in 
words. But our Palestinian brothers keep on 
dying happily, do they not, for us? Is that 
not a stairway to heaven? And all while the 
poor victims’ masters and brothers remain so 
proud to be committed to the Palestinian 
cause.

First published in Hürriyet Daily News and 
Gatestone Institute on August 29, 2014. 
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/4658/
golda-meir-was-right

Burak Bekdīl, based in Ankara, is a Turkish 
columnist for the Hürriyet Daily News and a 
Fellow at the Middle East Forum.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Ray Rice Suspension
Hope’s Door appreciates the public outcry 
after viewing the hotel elevator surveillance 
video which forced the Baltimore Ravens to 
release Ray Rice, a New Rochelle native, and 
the NFL to indefinitely suspend him. Clearly, 
more should have been done sooner. There 
must be zero tolerance of intimate partner 
abuse.

In addition, many media outlets, includ-
ing social media, broadcast and print, seem 
to question why Janay Rice would stay with 
him given how he treated her. As Executive 
Director of Hope’s Door, an organization 
that has worked with thousands of domestic 
violence victims over the years, I can’t tell you 
specifically why she or any other victim stays 
with a violent partner, as there are as many 
reasons as there are victims. However, in our 
support groups, we hear women state that 
they stayed because they wanted: a father 
for their children; the relationship they had 
in the beginning; or to believe his apologies 
and promises to never do it again. Others 
stayed or returned after leaving because they 
faced enormous financial barriers or the 
very real threat of escalating violence. In fact, 
75% of domestic violence homicide victims 
are murdered after leaving or announcing a 
serious intention to do so.

The NFL should implement and strictly 
enforce a zero tolerance intimate partner 
abuse conduct policy. The public must do 
their part not to just look the other way when 
someone they like or admire is abusive. We 
must continue to hold businesses, celebrities, 
friends and family members accountable. 
Together we can end domestic violence.

For more information on domestic 
violence or the warning signs, go to www.
HopesDoorNY.org or call our hotline 
888.438.8700 for 24/7 help.

Sincerely,
CarlLa Horton is Executive Director of 
Hope’s Door

Continued from page 17
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Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com
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Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
City Con� dential Shredding

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

14 Million Refugees Make the Levant Unmanageable
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By DAVID P. gOLDMAN
There are always lunatics 
lurking in the crevices of 
Muslim politics prepared 
to proclaim a new caliph-
ate; there isn’t always a 

recruiting pool in the form of nearly 
14 million displaced people (11 million 
Syrians, or half the country’s popula-
tion, and 2.8 million Iraqis, or a tenth of 
the country’s population). When I wrote 
about the region’s refugee disaster at 
Tablet in July (“Between the Settlers and 
Unsettlers, the One State Solution is On 
Our Doorstep”) the going estimate was 
only 10 million. A new UN study, though, 
claims that half of Syrians are displaced. 
Many of them will have nothing to go 
back to. When people have nothing to 
lose, they fight to the death and inflict 
horrors on others.

That is what civilizational decline 
looks like in real time. The roots of the 
crisis were visible four years ago before the 
so-called Arab Spring beguiled the foreign 
policy wonks. Hundreds of thousands 
of displaced Syrian farmers already were 
living in tent camps around Syrian cities 
before the Syrian civil war began in April 
2011. Israeli analysts knew this. In March 
2011 Paul Rivlin of Tel Aviv University 

released a study of the collapse of Syrian 
agriculture, widely cited in Arab media 
but unmentioned in the English language 
press (except my essay on the topic). Most 
of what passes for political science treats 
peoples and politicians as if they were so 
many pieces on a fixed game board. This 
time the game board is shrinking and the 
pieces are falling off.

The Arab states are failed states, 
except for the few with enough hydrocar-
bons to subsidize every facet of economic 
life. Egypt lives on a$15 billion annual 

subsidy from the Gulf states and, if that 
persists, will remain stable if not quite 
prosperous. Syria is a ruin, along with large 
parts of Iraq. The lives of tens of millions 
of people were fragile before the fighting 
broke out (30% of Syrians lived on less 
than $1.60 a day), and now they are utterly 
ruined. The hordes of combatants displace 
more people, and these join the hordes, in 
a snowball effect. That’s what drove the 
Thirty Years’ War of 1618-1648, and that’s 
what’s driving the war in the Levant.

When I wrote in 2011 that Islam was 

dying, this was precisely what I forecast. 
You can’t unscramble this egg. The inter-
national organizations, Bill Clinton, 
George Soros and other people of that 
ilk will draw up plans, propose funding, 
hold conferences and publish studies, to 
no avail. The raw despair of millions of 
people ripped out of the cocoon of tra-
ditional society, bereft of ties of kinship 
and custom, will feed the meatgrinder. 
Terrorist organizations that were hitherto 
less flamboyant (“moderate” is a misdesig-
nation), e.g. the Muslim Brotherhood (and 
its Palestine branch Hamas), will compete 
with the caliphate for the loyalties of 
enraged young people. The delusion about 
Muslim democracy that afflicted utopians 
of both parties is now inoperative. War will 
end when the pool of prospective fighters 
has been exhausted.

That is also why ISIS is overrated. 
A terrorist organization that beheads 
Americans and posts the video needs to 
be annihilated, but this is not particularly 
difficult. The late Sam Kinison’s mono-
logue on world hunger is to the point: 
they live in a desert. They may be hard to 
flush out of towns they occupy, but they 
cannot move from one town to another 
in open ground if warplanes are hunting 
them. That is what America and its allies 
should do.

More dangerous is Iran, as Henry 
Kissinger emphasized in a recent interview 
with National Public Radio. Iran’s backing 
for the Assad regime’s ethnic cleansing 
of Syrian Sunnis set the refugee crisis in 
motion, while the Iraqi Shi’ites’ alliance 
with Iran persuaded elements of Saddam 
Hussein’s military to fight for ISIS. Iran 
can make nuclear weapons and missiles; 
ISIS cannot. If we had had the foresight 
to neutralize Iran years ago, the crisis could 
have been managed without the unspeak-
able humanitarian cost.

We cannot do the killing ourselves, 
except, of course, from the air. We are too 
squeamish under the best of circumstances, 
and we are too corrupted by cultural rela-
tivism (remember George W. Bush’s claim 
that Islam is “a religion of peace”?) to rec-
ognize utterly evil nihilism when it stares 
us in the face. In practice, a great deal of the 
killing will be done by Iran and its allies: 
the Iraqi Shi’a, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and 
the Assad regime in Syria. It will be one 
of the most disgusting and disheartening 
episodes in modern history and there isn’t 
much we can do to prevent it.

First published by  PJ Media  on September 
8, 2014.

David P. Goldman is Senior Fellow at the 
London Center for Policy Research and Wax 
Family Writing Fellow at the Middle East 
Forum.

14 million refugees make the Levant unmanageable.

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/08/140829-syria-refugees-united-nations-world/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/08/140829-syria-refugees-united-nations-world/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internally_Displaced_Persons_in_Iraq
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/177456/settlers-one-state-solution
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/177456/settlers-one-state-solution
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/177456/settlers-one-state-solution
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/MD12Ak01.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/MID-01-120814.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0q4o58pKwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0q4o58pKwA
http://www.npr.org/2014/09/06/346114326/henry-kissingers-thoughts-on-the-islamic-state-ukraine-and-world-order?sc=tw
http://www.npr.org/2014/09/06/346114326/henry-kissingers-thoughts-on-the-islamic-state-ukraine-and-world-order?sc=tw
http://pjmedia.com/spengler/2014/09/08/14-million-refugees-make-the-levant-unmanageable/?singlepage=true
http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
http://www.citycarting.net
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Free or low-cost monthly premiums
For children under 19 who live in New York State.
There are no copays for care or services. Coverage
may be free or as little as $9 per child per month
based on income and family size. 

Benefits to keep kids healthy and on the go
• Well-child care and checkups  
• Immunizations
• Prescription drugs
• X-rays and lab tests
• Diagnosis and treatment of illness and injury
• Dental and vision care
• Hospital inpatient and emergency care
• Speech and hearing care
• and much more!

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

Do You or Does Your Child Need Health Insurance?

Child Health Plus

Apply for enrollment all year long 
for these New York State-sponsored health insurance programs

For more information about Medicaid Managed Care call New York Medicaid Choice at 1-800-541-2831. For more information about Medicaid and Child Health Plus call New York Health Options at 1-800-
541-2831. To learn more about applying for health insurance through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777. 

No monthly premiums!
Medicaid Managed Care is for children and adults
who live in New York State and who meet certain
income and disability requirements.

Benefits for you and your family
• Checkups
• Well-child visits
• Preventive care
• Immunizations
• Women’s health and pregnancy care
• Treatment for illness or injury
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital, emergency, and urgent care
• Prescription drug coverage (copays may apply)
• Dental care
• Eye exams and glasses
• Speech and hearing therapy (limits may apply)
• and much more!

It’s easy to apply - all year long!
Apply for Child Health Plus and Medicaid Managed Care offered by Fidelis Care through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace,
at www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. A Fidelis Care Representative can help you complete an application form. Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547).

Medicaid

http://www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
http://www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov

